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Earth Day
April 22

The Westlake High School Drama Club is excited to perform live again, with “The Addams Family: A New Musical Comedy.”

Live theatre is back in Westlake!
by CHRISTI WILSON

T

he Westlake High School Drama
Club is performing “The Addams
Family: A New Musical Comedy,”
based on the cartoon characters we all

know and love.
Wednesday Addams is all grown
up and has fallen in love with a sweet
young man. Watch what happens when
his respectable family comes to visit
our favorite mysterious and spooky

Earth Day celebration to
review area’s tree coverage

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Technology for the
HoH community

by JANICE PATTERSON

by TAK SATO

C

Part one of a two-part series on how
technology can help the hard-of-hearing
community.

PHOTO BY TINA GANGADINE

uyahoga County’s tree canopy
will be discussed by the Westlake/North Olmsted Chapter
of the League of Women Voters at its
Earth Day 2021 celebration, Thursday,
April 22, at 7:30 pm. Guest speaker
Alison Ball, a planner with the
Cuyahoga County Planning Commission, will speak at the Zoom meeting. Ms. Ball was involved with the
2019 county-wide Urban Tree Canopy
Assessment and manages the ongoing grant program.
 See TREE COVERAGE page 2

household.
The show is directed by choral
director Jennifer Butler and is being
performed by a split cast.
Pandemic protocols will be in
place. Masks are required. A total of 225
total tickets per show will be sold, with
spacing between each seated party.
Mobile tickets only. Performers will be

M

y better half believes that I suffer
from “selective hearing syndrome.” Luckily, I possess a “get
out of jail” card as I’m temporarily hardof-hearing (HoH) for real. Honey, I “really”
didn’t hear you well enough that you wanted
me to take out the garbage – LOL!
As an old geek teaching digital literacy
to seniors for free through our nonprofit,

wearing masks. The venue will be disinfected between shows. Hand sanitizer
available.
The show runs at the Westlake High
School Performing Arts Center, 27830
Hilliard Blvd., from April 22-24 at 7 p.m.
and April 25 at 2 p.m.
Tickets available online at gofan.
co/app/school/OH2630A. 

my life after succumbing to acute HoH has
been helped by none other than … technology. My smartphone, one of the Pixel
models from Google, is basically a reference
model for smartphones from other brands
running the Android hand-held operating
system from other brands. Manufacturers
like Samsung, LG, and Motorola license
Android, and customize and sell smartphones under their own model names like
Galaxy, Velvet, and Moto G respectively.
In 2019, Google introduced the “Live
Transcribe’’ app that captions what the
Android-based smartphone hears. If you are
HoH like me, this app helps me carry on a
conversation in-person by transcribing what
my companion says. You can set it up to transcribe one of the 80 languages it supports.
It even notifies of surrounding noises
like a dog barking, someone knocking on the
door, or a faucet running, together
 See HoH APPS page 2

by RICK GRANE

T

he Westlake Memorial
Day Parade, sponsored
by the Westlake Kiwanis,
will be held on May 31. The starting point will be at Sts. Peter &
George Coptic Orthodox Church,
25800 Hilliard Blvd., at 10 a.m.

/wbvobserver

The parade will march down Hilliard and end up at Clague Park,
where a small ceremony will be
held in the gazebo.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, there will be no candy or
flags handed out. Also, the City
asks that parade spectators stay
off the grass median. People are

More stories, photos
and events online at
wbvobserver.com

welcome to watch from the south
curb side and north street side of
Hilliard. This will help with spacing requirements.
Those who would like to
walk or ride in the parade can
email rickgrane@aol.com or call
440-829-0974 and leave phone
number and message. 

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal
that volunteers define a community.
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Westlake Memorial Day Parade to return this year
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TREE COVERAGE
from front page

The 2019 Assessment showed that
the Cuyahoga County tree canopy had a
net loss of about 6,600 acres of canopy, a
6.1% decline from 2011. The loss comes
despite concerted efforts in many local
communities to increase tree canopy.
Losses are primarily due to development,
natural loss from invasive pests, wind
damage and neglect. In 2020, the County
funded 26 community tree projects. This
funding spurred the creation of 18 tree
plans, nine tree maintenance plans and

HoH APPS

from front page

with other attention-grabbing notification methods like blinking the cameraflash several times for certain preset environmental sounds. This can potentially
save lives for the severely HoH by blinking
the camera-flash incessantly when the fire
alarm is going off.
As long as you are connected to the
internet, aka the cloud, by Wi-Fi or mobile
data, the Live Transcribe app will work
on Android-based smartphones/tablets.
Although many apps found in
Google’s Play Store for Android-based
smartphones/tablets have equivalents in

14 tree inventories for area municipalities, neighborhoods and nonprofits.
The Zoom meeting link will be
e-mailed to chapter members. Members
of the public who would like to participate may do so by calling the chapter
voice mail (216-264-6496) to leave an
e-mail address for receiving the Zoom
link.
The April meeting coincides with
Earth Day 2021, an international observance of environmental initiatives, and
precedes Arbor Day (April 29). The
national Arbor Day Foundation sponsors
Tree City USA awards, a rigorous program that recognizes the ongoing work

of cities and towns in preserving and
enhancing tree populations. Bay Village
and Westlake have held Tree City USA
designations for 22 years and 29 years
respectively.
Westlake Porter Public Library has
mounted a book display that provides
readers with resources for learning more
about trees and about the Earth Day 2021
theme, “Restore Our Earth.”
The League of Women Voters has
been active in environmental issues
since the 1960s. Locally the major focus
is on the protection of Lake Erie as a vital
resource, but extends to other air, water
and land use issues as well. 

Apple’s App Store for iPhones/iPads, currently the Live Transcribe app does not
exist for iPhones/iPad users. Only Google
knows if they will release this for iPhone/
iPad users. That doesn’t mean there aren’t
no-cost solutions for iPhone/iPad users
who are HoH. My “DIY” recommendation
is to start up the native Notes app and
when the virtual keyboard shows up, tap
on the “microphone” icon so the Notes
app can transcribe what your companion
is saying to carry on a conversation.
Around the same time, Google introduced Live Caption, a new “feature” (i.e.
not an app) exclusively on their Pixel
smartphone models, and later on select
smartphones from other manufacturers.

This new feature of Android version 10
transcribes any video or audio source
playing on the smartphones. This, for
example, means that if a YouTube video
lacks the “closed caption” (CC) enabling
button, you can still get it captioned by
Live Caption in real-time.
With Android version 11 that came
out last fall, Google upped the ante by
exclusively enabling their Pixel smartphones, specifically Pixel 2 models and
newer, to transcribe audio and video
phone calls!
In part two of this series, we will
explore how technology like Live Caption
can assist the HoH users of Windows and
MacOS computers. 

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Author and illustrator
pens ‘Bay Village A to Z’
by CYNTHIA EAKIN

BEAT THE HEAT
Don’t Delay.
Call Today.

J

oan Hozza Query, an author and
illustrator, recently released a book
from Bay Village, inspired by Bay
Village and for Bay Village.
“Bay Village from A to Z” is an illustrated alphabet book that she created
around 1940, when she was 12 years
old. The drawings and the verses in the
book reflect the spirit of the era and
capture the charm of Bay Village, both
past and present.
Joan Hozza Query was born in
Cleveland in 1928 and moved to Bay
Village at the age of 2. At the time, her
family’s home was at the end of a country road, surrounded by woods and
berry farms. She attended Bay Village
public schools and graduated from St.

Augustine Academy in 1946.
Her artistic talent was recognized
early. She became an illustrator for
American Greetings while still in high
school. Joan Hozza Query went on to
study art and costume design at Pratt
Institute and Catholic University and
found her calling as an art teacher. For
more than six decades, she shared her
talents with students, even instructing
classes at The Cleveland Museum of
Art. She experimented and excelled in
several artistic media, including wood
block carving and printing, watercolor
painting, ceramics and textiles. She
currently resides in Lakewood.
“Bay Village from A to Z” is available through the Bay Village Historical
Society and is priced at $15. Visit www.
bayhistorical.com for details. 
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Children’s resource boxes available at local libraries
by LORILYNN WOLF

W

440-871-7525
WBVO_SPRING_2021
The Observer takes pride in
the community ...
and the community takes pride
in the Observer.

ith quarantine mandating
time away from the classroom and usual activities,
many children have struggled over the
past year. Connecting for Kids aims to
help local families find resources for a
child who may have regressed socially,
emotionally, academically or physically
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The free Cuyahoga County Resource
Box is packed with information about
local adapted summer camps, social
skills programs, tutors, therapists and

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

other services in Cuyahoga and surrounding counties for families of children ages birth to 12 years who are concerned about their child.
Informational fliers in the box
includes:
• Adapted recreation programs
and camps
• Alternative schools
• Counselors and mental health
providers
• Educational advocates
• Grant/financial aid providers
• Music therapy programs
• Occupational and physical therapists

• Speech-language pathologists
• Social skills programs
• Tutors and learning disability programs
Resource Boxes are available for
pick up at a number of area libraries
from Saturday, May 1 to Saturday, May
8 (during regular library hours). Families must register for a box and indicate
which library location they will use for
pick-up, by visiting www.connectingforkids.org/cuyahoga-resource-box, or
call/text: 440-570-5908.
Westshore pick-up locations
include Westlake, Rocky River and Lakewood libraries. 
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by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

S

tandards for inclusion
on the prestigious Best
Communities for Music
Education list have increased
consistently over the last 19
years, but the Bay Village City
School District has once again
been honored for its exemplary
music program. First recognized with the distinction in
2003 – and each year since – Bay
Village Schools is among just
686 districts nationwide, and 48
Ohio school districts, identified
for this honor by the National
Association of Music Merchants
(NAMM) Foundation for 2021.
The distinction takes on
added significance this year
as music education during the
pandemic changed perhaps
more than any other school
subject, with masking, social
distancing, eLearners and other
safety protocols.
“In past years, schools and
districts had to work hard to
create successful music and
arts communities,” said Mary
Luehrsen, executive director of
The NAMM Foundation. “But,
never before has the battle been
so hard-fought against silence
and a feeling of isolation. We
applaud with all our hearts the

commitment of so
many to assure students continue with
deep and rich music
learning.”
Districts who
wish to be evaluated
and considered for
the Best Communities
for Music Education
distinction must complete a detailed survey
about funding, graduation requirements,
music class participation, instruction time,
facilities, support
for the music program, certification of
instructors and other
relevant factors about
their music education
programs. Examples
of how music teachers
collaborate on lessons
and activities with Bay Village Schools was honored with its 19th consecutive Best Communities for Music Education
regular classroom Award. This photo shows the program in full swing before the pandemic.
teachers must also be
provided. Responses
dedicated and creative music
Music instructors at the tary School music); Devon Gess
are verified with school officials teachers found ways to rein- Bay Village City School District (Bay High School vocal music);
and reviewed by The Music vent music instruction, “ said are: Darren Allen (Bay High Dr. Ann Gilbert (Normandy
Research Institute at the Uni- Jodie Hausmann, superinten- School instrumental music); Elementary School and Bay
versity of Kansas.
dent for Bay Village Schools. Mark Awad (Bay Middle School Middle School music); Andrew
“During the pandemic, “We are so proud of our faculty, instrumental music); Dr. E. Novak (Bay Middle School vocal
maintaining a sense of com- staff, students and families for James Kotora, Jr. (Normandy music); and Carrie Singler (Bay
munity in music programs their continual dedication and Elementary School music); Middle School and Bay High
has been challenging, but our support.”
Elaine Dwyer (Westerly Elemen- School instrumental music). 
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As a patrol officer, Leasure
served as a field training officer,
evidence technician and was
a member of the Bike Patrol
Unit and Dive Rescue Team.
She was promoted to patrol
sergeant in 2008 and detective
sergeant in 2016. In June 2020,
she was sworn in as the city’s
first female police chief, after a
contentious hiring process that

SPRING SPAGHETTI DINNER

No reason was immediately
given for her retirement less
than a year after her promotion.
Mayor Koomar did share
words of commendation following the announcement.
“Chief Kathy Leasure served
as a highly respected member
of the administration,” Koomar
said. “In her tenure as Police
Chief she readily faced many

unexpected situations that had
been presented to her. She consistently performed with the
utmost professionalism, keeping her composure and commanding situations with her
strong leadership ability.
“We are grateful for Chief
Leasure’s dedicated 25 years of
service to the City of Bay Village. Her retirement marks a
final milestone in her remarkable career with the Bay Village
Police Department. We wish
her much enjoyment in her
retirement.”
Lt. Mark Palmer will serve
as officer in charge until a new
police chief is named. 
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COURTESY BAY VILLAGE SCHOOLS

Bay Village named a 2021 ‘Best Community for Music Education’
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Westlake is ready to bloom again

SPORTING VIEWS

Send in the Clown(ey)s

by JEFF BING

PHOTO BY JIM BEDELL

I

The first-place vegetable garden award went to the Nimylowycz residence in 2020.
by JIM BEDELL

N

ow that spring has arrived, it is a great
time to enter your garden or landscape
for the Westlake in Bloom community
beautification competition. This is the City’s
opportunity to recognize Westlake’s avid gardeners who beautify their homes, businesses and
institutions.
Entry is free and everyone who enters will
receive an invitation to the Westlake in Bloom
reception and awards ceremony on Wednesday,
Aug. 11, at the Westlake Community Services
Center auditorium, where the winners will be
announced.
Entering is as easy as visiting the City’s web-

site and downloading an entry form or submitting one electronically at www.cityofwestlake.
org/588/Westlake-in-Bloom. Residents also may
pick up an entry form at Westlake City Hall, Porter
Library or these Westlake garden centers: Cahoon
Nursery, Dean’s Greenhouse, and Gale’s Westlake
Garden Center.
You may email your completed entry form
to planning@cityofwestlake.org, drop it off at the
reception desk at City Hall, or mail it to: City of
Westlake, Westlake in Bloom, 27700 Hilliard Blvd.,
Westlake, OH 44145
The deadline for entering is Friday, June 25,
at 5 p.m. with judging on July 6, 7 and 8.
Please help keep Westlake green and beautiful, enter your garden today! 

Prince of Peace
welcomes new
senior pastor
by SUSAN ICEMAN

P

rince of Peace Lutheran Church in Westlake
welcomes its new pastor, the Rev. Charles A.
Woodward, following a formal search process and the completion of the interim ministries
of Pastor Robin Craig and Pastor Thomas Henderson. The Rev. Sherman Bishop completed his call
in 2018 after 22 years of service at Prince of Peace.
When asked about the move to Prince of Peace,
Pastor Charlie says, “I am so excited about what
Prince of Peace has to offer in worship and service.
The people are dedicated to serving as God has
equipped them and are ready to welcome others
to become engaged in the community – including
me! It’s a perfect time to start at the church as they
move back to in-person services. We will be able to
start together!”
Pastor Charlie began his ministry at Prince of
Peace on March 23 and his first Sunday was March
28, Palm Sunday.
“We are thrilled to welcome Pastor Charlie to
Prince of Peace. His broad experience in spiritual
leadership and past successes engaging with youth
and young families align well with our priorities,”
said Jim Dickey, president of Prince of Peace’s
church council. “We look forward to the energy
that both Pastor Charlie and Lisa bring to our congregation and to the broader community. We are
grateful to Pastor Robin and Pastor Tom for their
dedication and leadership through our interim
ministry period.”
A 10-member Call Committee led the search
for Prince of Peace’s new pastor. Led by Phil Sprague,
the committee included members Deb Gibbons,
Erin Jagels, Evan Saunders, Teresa Peter, Laurel
Covell, Tom Lehman, Ron Kear, Shawn Merhaut

Pastor Charlie Woodward and his wife, Lisa.
and Linda Thompson.
“The Prince of Peace Call Committee functioned over a two-year period interviewing multiple
candidates for our next Senior Pastor,” Sprague said.
“Over the highs and lows of this experience, we
always felt guided by Christ’s spirit. We have every
confidence that our recommendation of Pastor
Charlie will usher in a new and exciting time for
our church! We look forward to welcoming Pastor
Charlie and Lisa.”
Pastor Charlie has served as a parish pastor for
31 years, including five-and-a-half years in Massillon, Ohio, as an associate pastor; four years in
Delaware, Ohio, as the solo pastor; over 12 years
at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Westerville, Ohio, as
the lead pastor; and the past eight-and-a-half years
as the senior pastor at Epiphany Lutheran Church
in Centerville.
Pastor Charlie and his wife, Lisa, are excited to be
moving to the Cleveland area, as that is where their
children have settled. They have two children and
four grandchildren. Pastor Charlie enjoys traveling, photography
and creating slideshows, golf and
hiking, and walking the dog.
Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, at 28455 Center Ridge
Road, continues to offer both
physical and online services as
we all navigate the pandemic.
All are welcome to attend! Visit
www.princeofpeacewestlake.
org 

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

f you listen to the reaction of some folks around
town ever since the Browns
signed star defensive end Jadeveon Clowney to a one-year
contract, then we might as
well skip the regular season,
along with two or three playoff
games, and plant them firmly
in the Super Bowl.
Now, I get the excitement
and all, but wasn’t it just a
couple of years ago we were
getting all teary-eyed and
emotional about the signing of
Odell Beckham Jr.?
Remember, we were going
to have the greatest offense in
the history of the NFL. We were
going to score 50 points a game,
and that would only happen
when our offense wasn’t in
sync. Heck, on good days, we’d
probably put up 60 or 70.
What in the name of Braylon Edwards happened?
Well, a bunch of things
happened: A lousy defense.
A lousy offense. A Freddie
Kitchens, who turned out to
be a much better offensive
coordinator than head coach.
A meddling owner. A quarterback who discovered there was
more to being successful than
simply showing up ala Johnny
Manziel.
Therein lay the beauty of
sports though, gang. Every year
there’s renewed optimism, even
in the leanest of years. Football, baseball, basketball, hopscotch. Everyone always thinks
their team will be better than it
was the previous year.
The inherent flaw with that
thinking is that – unless you’re
the NHL – only one team can

win, so (and, please, jump right
in and correct me if I’m wrong)
that means roughly half of the
sports fans will go home disappointed on any given “game”
day. Even after downing a halfdozen of the watered-down, yet
still $10, stadium beers, it’s still
a sobering reality, no?
While we’re on the subject of “sobering” – a concept
foreign to the vast majority of
football fans – let’s take a look
at the track record of Jadeveon
Clowney, shall we?
He has a history of injuries.
That is never good in the NFL
(see Odell Beckham Jr.) and,
while Clowney’s history is a bit
dubious at best (he’s only played
16 games in a season once in
seven years) it’s not etched in
stone that he’ll be on the sidelines for a majority of the Cleveland games. We should add that
his season last year with the
Tennessee Titans wasn’t exactly
stellar, so the Browns signed
him for considerably less than
Titans did. (Maybe Browns
owner Jimmy Haslam talked
things over with Paul Dolan on
the fine art of penny-pinching).
The upside? A healthy
Clowney will take some of the
heat off Myles Garrett on the
other side of the line. Anyone
who has read me for a while
knows I’m not Garrett’s biggest
supporter, but I will be the first
to agree that a healthy Clowney
will likely make Garrett noticeably more effective.
The bottom line is that the
Browns took a calculated risk
in signing Clowney, but given
the reality (and frequency) of
injuries in the NFL, don’t most
free agent signings come with
that same risk? 

POETRY & PROSE

Musing by the fireplace
by GEORGE J. RYAN

As I look at our roaring fire, I see the flames;
I see the fires of our youth; the fires of spring;
and as I look below the grates, I see what will be;
The embers of our lives.
At such times, we must reflect on a life well lived
with so many wonderful people.
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Chop down
that tree!
by JENNIFER HARTZELL

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

When is a primary not a primary?
by JANICE PATTERSON

T

his question sounds like a riddle.
However, the answer is complicated. May 4, 2021, was scheduled for a
Westlake primary election but since there
are no contested candidates for mayor,
president of council, members of council,
or law director, there will be no May election. For Bay Village, the primary date for
2021 is Sept. 14. The candidate filing date
ends on June 16, so it is too soon to know
whether or not there will be a primary
election in September.
The longer explanation for this variation lies in the city charters of Bay Village
and Westlake. As in other municipalities,
Westlake and Bay Village have charter

provisions that eliminate a primary when
there are positions on the would-be ballot
that have only one or two candidates. The
charter wording varies but the rule is the
same in both cities.
Specifically, the Bay Village charter
says: “regular municipal elections shall
be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in November in the odd numbered years. Primary elections, if necessary, shall be held on the second (2nd)
Tuesday in September prior to the general
election date in the odd numbered year.
(Section 11.1 – Municipal Elections)
In addition, the Bay Village Charter
states that “In the event that no more than
two candidates file petitions for the aforesaid offices, then there shall be no primary

election for these offices, and these candidates shall be designated candidates for the
Regular Municipal Election.” (Section 11.3
- Nonpartisan Ballots/Primary Elections)
Westlake’s charter wording is that “In
case there shall not be for any office more
than two (2) persons who have filed petitions as provided for in this Charter to be
candidates at such primary election, then
said persons shall be nominated as the
candidates at the next succeeding regular
municipal election and the primary for
that particular office shall not be held.
(Section 2. Nonpartisan Primary Elections)
The Westlake charter also clearly
states that “write-in votes for a municipal
candidate in the City of Westlake shall not
be permitted at a general election unless
no person files for a particular municipal
office and no person is duly nominated at
a municipal primary.”
For both cities, the procedures for
filing as a write-in are determined by the
laws of the State of Ohio and the Cuyahoga

PHOTO BY DENNY WENDELL

A

re you shocked by the title? That
I’m asking you to cut trees down?
I wrote about this environmental
problem two years ago and I’m returning
to the subject again as spring is a popular
time to plant trees.
My goal is for you to learn about the
problem of the invasive pear trees and to
then take action by cutting down pear Invasive pear trees seen growing out of control on Sperry Road along I-90.
trees that you have, encouraging friends
and family to do the same, and then sterile, but as it turns out while they stinky smell.
choosing native trees to plant instead of cannot reproduce with each other, they
What should you do? Cut your pear
the pear trees.
are capable of cross-pollinating with any trees down. Yes, I’m serious. Just get rid
Pear trees are everywhere right now other tree of the same species even if of them now and plant a native species
– they are so noticeable in the spring they are genetically different. As these in its place. As with all of my columns,
because of their white flowers and sym- pear trees kept popping up along forest you alone can make a difference. Cutmetrical shape … however, if you’ve ever edges and in wetlands, the environmen- ting down your one or more pear trees
walked near one in bloom, you’ll know tal alarm started sounding.
will help this problem. Your pear tree is
their flowers smell pretty gross. Please
Still, you may ask “what is the prob- cross-pollinating with other trees and
keep reading to find out why their stinky lem?” Pear trees are one of the first to spreading like wildfire. Just get rid of it
smell is the least of the problems with bloom and one of the last to lose leaves, and be a part of the solution.
these trees.
so they are crowding out native hardSome cities are even taking extreme
Ohio put the pear trees on the inva- wood species such as maples and oaks. action. Lebanon, which is located in
sive species list in January 2018. The This is the biggest problem with them, southwest Ohio, has cut down all of the
Callery Pear was introduced in 1964 as native trees are essential for biodi- city-owned pear trees and is encouragby the U.S. Department of Agriculture. versity, and biodiversity is essential for ing residents to follow suit and plant
American horticulturists started selec- the health of us (humans) and all plants, native species instead. If you see small
tive breeding these trees for stronger animals and insects.
seedlings and saplings taking root,
branches (pear trees have very weak
Second, when pear trees pollinate please pull them out.
branches) and shape. This is how we with other trees, they turn back into
What native species would be a
got the Bradford Pear, Cleveland Select, the Chinese Callery pear tree which good alternative? Please visit www.auduand Aristocrat. The tree is fast growing, has thorny thickets and are difficult to bon.org/native-plants and you can enter
low maintenance, have a nice shape, and kill and get rid of. Pear trees only live in your zip code for lists of native plants.
produce beautiful spring flowers, which to be about 20-25 years, and with their You can then sort by the type of plant
is why they quickly became a popular weak branches, they eventually become you are looking for such as trees, shrubs,
choice.
structurally unsound and unsafe. Lastly, annuals, etc.
The pear trees were thought to be the white flowers, while pretty, have a
I did a quick search for our area

and found a few trees that may be good
replacements for the pear trees. The
Allegheny Serviceberry, the American
Plum, the Cock-Spur Hawthorn, or the
Eastern Wahoo are all smaller, flowering
native trees to our area.
Why not plant a Japanese Maple
or some other ornamental type of tree?
While those trees are not invasive like
the pear trees, they are not native. It is
important to plant native species as it
protects our biodiversity. Alien ornamental species support 29 times less
biodiversity than native ornamentals.
Local birds need insects to survive.
Insects live on trees. Native oak trees
have been found to host over 500 species
of caterpillars; Ginkgo trees host only
five. Keep in mind that it takes over 6,000
caterpillars to raise one brood of chickadees, and song birds are in decline.
In conclusion, cut down your pear
trees, plant a native tree, and enjoy not
only being a part of the solution and
helping a bigger cause, but enjoy the biodiversity and song birds you just invited
to your yard! 

County Board of Elections. Those considering running as a write-in must consult
those sources.
Both Bay Village and Westlake have
school board positions that are up for
a vote in 2021. The Ohio Revised Code
requires local school districts to prepare
and approve election procedures that call
for primary elections to take place only if
the number of candidates for nomination
for a position on that board, as verified
by the board of elections, is at least one
more than two times the number of available positions on that board at the general
election.
In brief, since there are only two
certified candidates for Board of Education in Westlake, they will appear on the
November 2, 2021, General Election ballot.
The filing deadline for Board of Education
candidates for Bay Village is June 16 and at
that point the decision about whether the
candidates will be voted on in a Primary
Election will be made. 
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Westlake Porter Public Library’s late April calendar of events
by ELAINE WILLIS
Following is Westlake Porter Public
Library’s late April 2021 calendar of
events. All programs are subject to
change. Please check westlakelibrary.org
or follow the library on Facebook and
Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest
updates.
Monday, April 19 (9 a.m.) to Sunday,
April 25 (5 p.m.) Earth Day Celebration
Bag – Celebrate Earth Day with earthfriendly crafts and activities! Please register.
Wednesdays, April 21 and 28 and
May 5 (2-3:30 p.m.) Learn American

Sign Language Basic Sign Language
for Beginners and Beyond (Live) – In

this beginner to intermediate class, students will learn how to meet and greet
people, basic gestures, fingerspelling and
he basics of communicating with the
deaf. The instructor is Valerie Williams.
Ages 10 and up are welcome. Please
register and provide an email address
to receive Zoom instructions. For the
class to be interactive, we recommend
you have a working microphone and
webcam.
Wednesday, April 21 (2-3 p.m.)

Wednesday Afternoon Book Discussion (Live) – The Wednesday book

discussion takes place on the THIRD
Wednesday of the month. This month’s
book is “The Golden Hour” by Beatriz
Williams. A limited number of books are
available at the Circulation Desk. The
discussion will be held via Zoom. Please
register and provide an email to receive
Zoom instructions.
Thursdays, April 22 and 29 (3:30-4:30
p.m.) WPPL Roblox Club – Love Roblox?
We have some private servers set up for
Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang out with
their friends and enjoy some of the most
popular games via Zoom. Please register.
Thursday, April 22 (7-7:45 p.m.)

Aging Spine Talk (Live) – Join us on
Zoom for a discussion on the aging spine
by Dr. Michael Kelly from MetroHealth.
Please register. You must provide an
email address to receive Zoom instructions.
Saturday, April 24 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.)

Mystery STEAM Bag Challenge
Supply Pick-Up and Program – Pick
up your bag of mystery craft materials
and a challenge card. Use these materials
to complete the design challenge. Share
your designs with us on Zoom at 11 a.m.
on May 1. Grades 1-2. Registering for the
pick-up also registers you for the design
sharing program. Please provide an email
address to receive Zoom instructions.
Saturday, April 24 (10:30 a.m.-noon)
Medicare Ins and Outs (Live) – Attend
a presentation by Ohio Senior Health
Insurance Information Program (OSHIIP)
volunteer counselor Jim Langan to learn
the “ins and outs” of Medicare. He’ll discuss your Medicare coverage options,
Medicare benefits Part A, Part B, supplemental insurance policies, prescription
drug coverage, and Medicare Advantage
plans. OSHIIP is a free service through
the Ohio Department of Insurance.
Please register. Once registered you will
receive an email containing instructions
for joining us via Zoom.
Saturday, April 24 (11-11:30 a.m.)
Pokemon Fun (Live) – Join Miss Rachel
for a Pokemon Zoom meeting! We will
play a guess-that-Pokemon game and
have time for show and tell. Feel free to
bring a favorite Pokemon card or toy for
show and tell! Please register. Participants must provide an email address to
receive Zoom instructions.
Monday, April 26 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.)
Kinder Club Packet Pick-Up – Pick up
your packet at the Youth Services Desk
on or after April 26. Each bag will contain
multiple early literacy concepts that will

READER'S OPINION

New library is waste of taxpayer money
The new Bay Village library should serve as a reminder to all how
bloated and ignorant our government is. During a global pandemic a town
so small as Bay Village has no remorse spending millions of taxpayer dollars
on something the community not only has no need for but has a functioning
library that perfectly serves the community’s needs.
In our technological age especially the need for libraries has been falling
to record lows as we can access libraries from the tap of a phone or the click
of a computer. Instead of spicing up the website or simply building an addition to our current library, politicians and bureaucrats applaud themselves
by spending this absolutely astonishing amount of money on this library.
This is a tale as old as time, the idea of spending someone’s else’s
money. We are very frugal with the money we work hard for day in and day
out but the second someone gives us their own money we are inclined to
go and spend that money tomorrow instead of saving it and investing it as
is prudent, with your hard earned money.
Instead of spending that money on issues that really matter our town
politicians show where their priorities lie – their own legacy. Unfortunately
that is the direction of today’s leaders, public servants interested only in
their own legacies and pockets, and not the average citizen.
It is no surprise that our government is not working today, and as proud
Bay Village citizens we need not look any further than our very own brand
new public library.
– Simon Miedza, Bay High School junior and Life Scout with Bay Village
Troop 159
[Editor’s note: The Bay Village branch library construction is funded
entirely by the Cuyahoga County Public Library system, which in turn is
funded primarily by voter-approved property tax levies, as part of CCPL’s
strategic plan to modernize or replace all of the system’s 27 branches.]

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

be featured weekly on our Kinder Club
Blog. Ages 4-6. Please register. Kits may
be picked up through 5 p.m. on May 2.
Monday, April 26 (7-8:30 p.m.)

Maker Monday: The Future of Tech
Today (Live) – Join Holly Klingler from

NEO-RLS on Zoom as she discusses current tech trends, followed by a Q & A.
Learn about and see the coolest new tech
trends and gadgets that are available to
you today. Explore devices that can put
a doctor in your pocket, learn about a
coding robot with personality, find out
about a video game for kids that comes to
life in seconds just from their drawings,
view a first-person action camera that is
no bigger than a stick of gum, and much
more. Please register. You must provide an email address to receive Zoom
instructions.
Tuesday, April 27 (11-11:30 a.m.) and
Wednesday, April 28 (6:30-7 p.m.) Family
Storytime (Live) – Join us on Zoom for
an interactive storytime featuring books,
rhymes, songs and movement. For families with children up to 2-6, siblings welcome. Please register. Participants must
provide an email address to receive Zoom
instructions.
Tuesday, April 27 (2-3:30 p.m.) Adult

Community Basic Cooking: Cooking
with the Doctor (Live) – Join us on

Zoom for an interactive cooking program
with Dr. Malicdem from Neighborhood
Health and Weight Medical. She’ll show
us how to prepare a healthy meal at
home from her medical teaching kitchen
while participants cook along in their
own kitchens. Be prepared to show off
your cooking to others and ask questions
during the class. Please register. Participants will be emailed a recipe and ingredient list the week before the class.
Tuesday, April 27 (7-8:30 p.m.)

Titanic and the End of the Edwardian
Period (Live) – Mandy Altimus Stahl

will discuss the Titanic from concept to
completion, its sinking, and stories of the
passengers. Please register and provide
an email to receive Zoom instructions.
Wednesday, April 28 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.)

Learning to Cube Supply Pick-Up and
Program! – Have you always wanted to

solve the Rubik’s Cube? Pick up your
Learning to Cube supplies at the Youth
Services desk then join us on Zoom from
6-7 p.m. on May 5 to learn the basics of
cubing. Ages 9-13. You will need a cube to
participate in the program. Registration
for the kit also registers you for the program. Participants must provide an email
address to receive Zoom instructions.
Wednesday, April 28 (4-5 p.m.) Teen
Writers Group (Live) – An online Zoom
meet-up for writers in grades 7-12. This
is a dedicated hour to just write. We’ll
save the last 15 minutes for any writer
in need of some group brainstorming.
Registration begins April 21. Participants
must provide an email address to receive
Zoom instructions.
Wednesday, April 28 (8-9 p.m.)
Discovery Box for Teens Sign-Up – A
personalized subscription box services
for teens in grades 7-12. Each box will
include a book, a paper craft, a mystery
snack and a few other surprises! After
signing up you’ll receive a survey to help
us personalize your box to your taste.
Registration begins April 21. Pick up
takes place May 5-7.
Thursday, April 29 (noon-12:45 p.m.)

Nutrition Talk: MetroHealth (Live)
– Join us on Zoom for an illuminating

discussion of health and nutrition by Jennifer Beir from the Nutrition Department
of MetroHealth. Please register. Participants must provide an email address to
receive Zoom information.
To register for any of the programs,
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

PET CARE

Friends of The Bay Village Kennel
launch new Facebook page
by NANCY BROWN

T

his is Angel, the pretty little girl that Bay
Village residents saved in December
and thought she had missing puppies.
She did not have any missing puppies
but was truly very neglected by whoever
owned and abandoned her in Bay Village.
Thanks to the many people who donated
to help Angel, she is now well cared for and
happy in her new fur-ever home with a Bay
Village family.
The Friends of The Bay Village Kennel
(FOBVK) would like to thank you for your
support and all of your help with animal
medical expenses, the kennel and events.
FOBVK would like you to know that you
can help with other animal and/or kennel
emergencies in our city by making taxdeductible monetary donations one of the
following ways:
Mail checks payable to The Friends of
The Bay Village Kennel to:
Friends of the Bay Village Kennel
c/o 600 Canterbury Road
Bay Village, Ohio 44140

Angel is happy and healthy in her new
fur-ever home.
Or you can mail a check payable to the
City of Bay Village Kennel Fund directed to
Finance Director Renee Mahoney:
Finance Director Renee Mahoney
Bay Village City Hall
350 Dover Center
Bay Village, OH 44140
Please make sure to visit our new Facebook page, facebook.com/FOBVK, for daily
updates and upcoming events. 

Century Home Plaques
by WILLIAM KRAUSE

O

nce again, the Bay Village Historical Society is offering plaques
to the owners of homes in the
city that are more than 100 years old. The
plaquing program was temporarily suspended because the Cuyahoga County
Archives were closed due to Covid-19.
Therefore, the tax records that verify the
date of construction were not available.
The County Fiscal Office lists a year
built on the online property records. But
these dates are only estimated and are
notoriously inaccurate. We are currently
working diligently to verify the age of
homes for which plaques were requested
shortly before or during the pandemic.
The plaques, made of cast aluminum and colored black and gold, are 10
inches by 14 inches oval, and include the
words “Bay Village,” “Century Home” and
the year of construction.
The cost is $125, which includes
delivery and a one-year membership in
the Bay Village Historical Society. For more
information call 216-386-5997.
Listed below are the results for three
homes for which plaques were requested. It is obvious that all three are well
cared for and loved by their current
owners.

In 1924 the new home and garage on
the parcel were valued at $6,940, the land
at $3,760, for a total value of $10,700. At
this time Mr. Myers owned the north part
of the parcel with frontage on West Lake
Road as well as the center and southerly parts of the parcel which fronted on
both sides of Bruce Road once it was cut
through. The garage, which may be the
original one, is shown in the same location as the garage today with access off
of Bruce Road.
One bonus at the County Archives
was a photograph attached to the building card, probably taken in the 1950s.
The building card states that a porch
was enclosed in 1949 by the then owners
David C. & Dorothy C. Nay. New owners
purchased it in 1952 for $29,000. In 2023
the current owners will be eligible to purchase a century home plaque.

Fiscal Officer lists the date of
construction as 1920 it is a bit
older than that. It appears on a
1914 plat of the S. H. Kleinman
Lake Erie Park Subdivision. The
building card lists the date of
construction as 1912 and a little
more research is necessary to
confirm that or perhaps an even
earlier year that it was built. A
1903 map shows a home owned
by M. Tuttle in the approximate
location of the home at 281
Parkside today. However, since
the home faces Parkside Drive
it would be odd to not have the
entrance face Lake Road if the
house pre-dates Parkside Drive.

Pictured here are Gary and Connie Clifford
with their daughter Grace and granddaughter
Rory. They live across the street from each
other on Lake Road in century homes, and
both display their plaques from the Bay
Village Historical Society.

29428 Osborn Road

This home was in the
Vanica family for 56 years,
until it was sold out of the
family in 2015. It was purchased by the new owners
in 2020. Rather than just
go for the contemporary
farmhouse look popular
281 Parkside Drive
on HGTV and many new
This charming vernacular home houses in Bay, they have 29428 Osborn Road in 2021. Constructed in 1912.
with over-sized windows in its little dor- updated what looks like a
mers sits among well-tended gardens real farmhouse. The house
on the northeast corner of Parkside is in a gable wing form popDrive and Lake Road. While the County ular in the Western Reserve
and has some nice
original Colonial
Revival features like
half fan windows in
the west facing gable
24463 Lake Road
on either side of the
This substantial, dormered, Colohandsome brick
29428 Osborn Road 1950s photo attached
nial Revival was listed as constructed
chimney.
to the building card at the Cuyahoga County
in 1920 according to the County Fiscal
We have con- Archives. This home looks remarkably similar
Officer. However, a Hopkins Plat book
firmed that the home today.
for 1920 did not show a home on
was constructed in
the parcel which extended 548 feet
1912 by Robert F. Pickering. He Reuben and Eunice Osborn for $275
281
Parkside
Drive
in
2021.
south of Lake Road. Perusal of the
purchased a 2.6 acre parcel from in 1911. The parcel he purchased was
tax records showed the owner of the
originally 177 feet wide and 645 feet
property as Walter C. Myers in 1923, with
deep. At one time, members of the
still no building value listed.
Osborn family owned land all the way
from Lake Erie to the north side of what
is today Osborn Road. This Reuben
was the grandson of the builder of the
Reuben Osborn house which is now
the Bay Historical Society’s Learning
Center. The grandson Reuben was also
the first mayor of Bay Village.
Robert Pickering owned at least one
other home on Osborn Road around the
same time and other property in the
Cleveland area so it is not clear if he ever
actually lived in this particular home.
Sadly, he was declared a lunatic and was
appointed a guardian in 1935 and the
24463 Lake Road in 2021. It will be a
24463 Lake Road building card from 1950s available at the
home was sold in 1936 for $2,736. 
century home in 2023.
Cuyahoga County Archives.

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dover the Historical Bear returns
by LYSA STANTON

H

ey kids (of all ages), I would
like to reintroduce myself. My
name is “Dover” the wandering
Historical Bear from the Westlake
Historical Society. You may remember me from my reporting during
Westlake’s bicentennial year in 2011.
I’m back and ready to share more
Westlake history. Throughout the
year, I will travel to a different loca-

tion in Westlake and report back to
you on what I find!
This month, while I was hanging
out in the parlor of the Clague House
Museum, I found the new Cat’s Meow
replica of Dover Elementary School.
Although I am sad that the school
that started in 1949 had to be demolished recently, I am honored to share
the same name!
I want everyone to know that the
Westlake Historical Society will offer

models of all the past Westlake and
Dover schools, including Dover High
School and old Westlake High School.
The models are only $25 each. To place
your order, call 216-848-0680, or shop
online at westlakeohiohistory.org.
The COVID-19 pandemic sure has
made all of us do things differently over
this past year. However, I look forward
to celebrating the 145th birthday of the
Clague House with you later this year.
Although the museum has been closed
to the public for about a year, I am happy
some events like Pet Photos and the virtual Yard Sale have already returned.
I look forward to welcoming all of
you back to the museum once it is safe
to do so. 
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Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.
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he Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit
has always been a popular one at
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.
A highlight is a hive framed in glass found
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all
ages can get up close and peer into the heart
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have
watched this hive grow and strengthen over
the past several years.
The exhibit also includes another hive
located in the interior courtyard. With the help
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have
become extremely active and are thriving.
Mr. Danniger anticipates that this
is the first year honey will be able to be
extracted from these outdoor hives. While
the bees produced honey last year, it
remained in the hives to strengthen and
encourage the growth
of the community.
Lake Erie Nature
& Science Center is offering a free
event when the honey Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son,
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake
Erie Nature and Science Center.
» See BEEHIVES page 2
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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estlake was all abloom again this
summer as gardeners across the city
took to the soil in hopes of winning
the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom,
the community beautification program that
began with planting day on May 17, concluded
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.
More than 300 entrants competed in 23
categories, varying in scale from expansive
business landscaping all the way down to residential window box gardens. As in years past,
the judging panel included master gardeners,
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top
three finishers in each category, with the firstplace winners receiving $25 gift certificates to
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.
» See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Join with 1,200+ community members of all ages who have shared their stories, photos and
community events in our community’s favorite newspaper and website.
The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake residents who want to participate in
sharing positive news. It’s fun, easy and free to become an Observer.
Visit our website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to sign up and be a part
of this growing community project! (We don’t share your info with anyone.)
Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.
by JIM DISPIRITO

T

he City of Westlake recently wrapped up
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake
companies against one another, all in good fun. Now
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the
Westlake recreation department.
Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health,
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball,
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races
were held at various venues throughout the city. The
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international
provider of material durability testing with corporate

Penny Dolski
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» See CHALLENGE page 12

We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging
Westlake and Bay Village residents.
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness
matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name					Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

THREE-O-FIVE




ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Donation Amount:

$5

NOW OPEN !
Call for an
appointment:
440-871-0899

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

 Other: $

are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com. 13.8

The Westside’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

HOT DIGGITY D G

HOT DIGGITY D G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?

JOIN OVER 1,200
CITIZEN WRITERS
Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

$50

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions

Animal Hospital

wbvobserver.com/members

$25

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

Three-O-Five

BECOME AN
OBSERVER!

$10

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

“We take the
worry out of
being away”

• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home
25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

hotdiggitydogusa.com

440-823-9159

Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

Owner Nancy Brown
and Sunshine

