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Westlake Educational Foundation BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Dover Early Settlers Papers
announces car raffle winners
by JOSEPH KRAFT

T

he Westlake Educational
Foundation is excited to
announce Joseph Pavlik
as the winner of a new 2020
Chevy Trax, donated by Ser-

pentini Chevrolet of Westlake
for the benefit of Westlake City
Schools’ students.
Covid, a snow storm –
nothing could prevent the Westlake Educational Foundation
from holding its first car raffle

on Feb. 16! Craig Catanzarite,
Foundation board member,
emceed the drawing, with Ryan
Serpentini as the guest of honor
drawing the winning ticket for
the Chevy Trax.
 See WINNERS page 2

Elaine and Joe Pavlik, center, get the keys to their new car from WEF’s treasurer, Paul
Nebraska, and president, Mary Essig.

There’s another choice to
watch local TV channels
by TAK SATO

A

lthough still early in the
game, year 2021 has been
off to a good start and
should be a year of healing. I’ve
always been a geek with a “glass
half full” mentality. My optimism
for 2021 is based on “data” and
“trends” found both in the real and
digital worlds so my sixth sense
can’t be that off either!
While the digital world is
engulfed in flames, figuratively,
from the disclosure of security
breaches at an alarming clip, I also
continue to discover new digitalworld gems. Like the “PressReader” service that our neighborhood
libraries added to their digital
service offerings recently, which I
covered in the last issue, I’m going
to introduce you to another beneficial service today.
In Cleveland and around

/wbvobserver

the nation, people living within
approximately a 30-mile radius of
TV broadcasting towers can receive
over-the-air transmissions of digital
high-definition programs for free.
One needs only rabbit ears, or the
more modern equivalent that is a
paper-thin indoor antenna, and
a tuner device (techno babble:
“ATSC” tuners to be exact). In my
opinion, the “convenience” factor
of not having to fiddle with outdoor/
indoor antennas for optimal reception has been paramount to cable
TV adoption over the decades.
The nonprofit organization
“Locast” provides streaming, aka
broadcasting over the internet, of
the traditional network channels
like NBC, ABC, FOX, CBS, PBS, CW,
and WBNX. Locast channel offerings include the “sub-channels”
that local affiliates fill with additional content of their choice.
 See TV page 2

More stories, photos
and events online at
wbvobserver.com

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

D

id you know that Harriet
Beecher Stowe appears in
the genealogy of the Foot

family?
Did you know that a local
boy joined the Ohio Militia under
the command of “local popular farmer” and future president
Colonel James A. Garfield? Or, that
a Dover resident wrote about his
children including daughter Elizabeth “killed by Indians”?
These and other fascinating
items are included in the Early Settlers Papers project conducted by
the Bay Village Historical Society.
Close to 600 documents from the
collection have been scanned and
entered into a museum computer
program and are available on the
society’s website. The information
can be accessed by going to www.
bayhistorical.com. On the right side

of the page, you will see Document
Archive at the bottom of the list.
When you click on that, you can
view the first page of each document, giving you a glimpse into
the past.
The project is supported in part
by an award from the Ohio Historical Records Advisory Board, through
funding from the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC). The historical society
is in the process of reviewing, summarizing and digitizing the papers
of early settlers in Dover, now Bay
Village and Westlake. The papers of
the Aldrich family are the first set
under review. The plan is to digitize
the entire collection of early settlers’
papers, some 600 cubic feet of history. The papers can be reviewed
online or in person by appointment.
The Bay Village Historical Society
can be contacted through the website or by calling 440-871-7338. 

Spring is popping up!

PHOTO BY DEBORAH ARCARO

THE DIGITAL WORLD

can be viewed online

These little beauties are popping up everywhere! They are Snowdrops and part of the
Amaryllis family. Every year at this time, before the vernal equinox, they burst out of the snowy
landscape. Their beautiful, delicate little flowers show us that spring is just around the corner.
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WINNERS

from front page

When picking up the vehicle
from the Westlake Board of Education offices, Joe’s wife, Elaine, was
especially excited. Joe and Elaine had
been looking for a new car, but Elaine
couldn’t decide which car she wanted.
She jokingly told Joe to “Just win me a
car!” So, he did!
The raffle presented the Foundation with the opportunity to partner
with other organizations within the
school district who support various aspects of Westlake student life.
By promoting the raffle, Westlake

TV

from front page

For example, Cleveland’s local ABC
affiliate “WEWS-TV” has aptly named
their 5.3 subchannel “LAFF” and broadcasts older sitcoms.
I’ve been waiting over a year for
this service to be available in Cleveland.
Finally this past week, Cleveland became
their 30th city!
My wife was still out of the house
when President Biden addressed the
nation last Thursday. Perfect timing for
her to test the Locast app on her iPhone.
Luckily, she also had our Chromebook
with a bigger screen in the car so she
turned on the hotspot function of her
iPhone, connected the Chromebook
to the hotspot via Wi-Fi, and streamed
the President’s speech via Locast ser-

Demons Athletic Boosters, Westlake
Music Boosters, Westlake PTAs, and
Westlake Alumni Association shared
in the ticket sales proceeds. With their
involvement and support, the Foundation’s first car raffle approached almost
$32,000 in ticket sales proceeds. These
proceeds will help the Foundation
and its partner organizations support
their respective missions, ultimately
enhancing the curricular and extracurricular activities of Westlake City
Schools’ students.
Each of the Westlake partner organizations donated prizes for the raffle.
Brenda Bockoven won the Westlake
Demons Athletics Boosters’ Ultimate

Demons Fan Package. David Popovich
won the Westlake PTAs’ gift basket and
gift cards to local eateries. Christi Wilson
and Lauren Falcone each won $250 from
the Westlake Alumni Association. Rick
Grane won the Westlake Music Boosters’
$100 Learning Express gift card.
The Westlake Educational Foundation, sanctioned by the Westlake
City Schools Board of Education, was
founded in 1987 as a community trust
to meet the needs of education beyond
the parameters of traditionally funded
programs. As an independent non-profit organization with 501(c)(3) status,
contributions to the Foundation are
considered tax-deductible. 

vice. When she came home, she said the
Locast worked well over mobile data.
Locast, a nonprofit organization,
relies on donations starting at $5/month
to sustain their operations. If a limited
discretionary budget makes it difficult
to commit to a recurring donation, you
can still enjoy their streaming service
but with interruptions every 15 minutes
and the need to push the “Watch Now”
button after such interruption to continue watching the program.

To kick the tires yourself, point your
favorite browser to locast.org from your
internet-connected computer, or if you
are using an internet-connected handheld device go to the “App Store” or “Play
Store” (iPad/iPhone or Android-based
tablet/smartphone respectively) and
create an account to start enjoying the
local channels over-the-internet. More
choices on ways to receive local TV programming is good for consumers and
even your wallet! 

THE GREEN REPORT

This one is for the women only
by JENNIFER HARTZELL

T


   
     





his week’s column is for specifically the ladies out there. I have been
contemplating writing about this
for a while, and I finally decided to do it.
This week, I want to discuss the waste
involved with “that time of the month.” If
you consider all the women in the world
and how much is thrown away monthly,
it adds up to a LOT of unnecessary waste.
That’s right, it’s unnecessary.
An average woman will use between
5,000 and 15,000 pads and/or tampons
in her lifetime. And we all know the
actual product is not just the problem:
tampons and pads are usually packaged
with plastic wrap and a plastic applicator (it is not easy to find the original,
cardboard applicators these days). Pads
incorporate even more plastic as they
are made with a leak-proof base and
other synthetic materials. The cardboard
packaging boxes they are sold in create
more paper waste.
As women, how can we avoid this? I
have the answer: A menstrual cup. I know
when I first heard about this and considered it about 10 years ago, I was like “no
way.” However, after doing research on
it, I opened my mind a bit and decided
to try it back then, and it was one of the
best decisions I’ve ever made.
Ladies, hear me when I tell you that
the cup is a million times easier than
using disposable products. First, you
can leave it in up to 12 hours so that
right there is a game changer. You are
also much less likely to develop toxic
shock syndrome, which is a risk when
using tampons. With a cup, you wake up,
deal with it, and you’re set for 12 hours!
You don’t need to remember to put any
products in your purse. You don’t have to
worry about being in another bathroom
and having to throw anything away. That

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

is honestly my favorite part: no more
disgusting trash, and no more counting
hours during the day.
It is also cost effective. The prices
are generally around $30 to $40. A cup
can last up to 10 years (they’re made of
soft silicone) and so it will absolutely
save you money. No more running out of
supplies and having to run to the store.
The first use of the cup can be a
small adjustment, but if you currently
use tampons, the switch to this is very
easy. There is a health benefit as well:
the material tampons are made with can
contain chemicals and toxins, which you
are exposing your body to with every use.
The hardest part of using the cup is actually not hard at all: It needs to be boiled
for about 20 minutes once a month to
clean it after your cycle and before your
next.
Going on vacation and worried
you’ll get your period? You have only one
thing to pack. And while you’re on vacation, you have to deal with it only twice
a day. Most cup brands sell two different
sizes, so please make sure you do your
research before purchasing. A general
guideline is women who are under 30
and have not had children should get
the small size and women over 30 or
those who have given birth should get
the large. There are also a lot of brands
so read some blogs and reviews, there
are plenty of opinions out there for you
to make an educated purchase.
If you are still not interested in the
cup, there are many alternatives out
now. There is period-proof underwear
that you can wash and reuse. Reusable
pads are also gaining in popularity. In
any case, I urge you to do a little research
to find out the best alternative for you,
and go for it! You alone are able save
thousands of feminine products from
ending up in the landfill. 
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SPORTING VIEWS

This team was Michael Stanley’s team
by JEFF BING

I

never considered the notion
that one column after writing about the death of a local
radio personality, Les Levine,
I’d be writing a similar column
about Michael Stanley.
But here we go again, ironically, navigating a similar path
for a local rock hero/disc jockey.
It’s particularly ironic for me,
personally, because – as was the
case with Levine – I wasn’t much
of a fan of Michael Stanley either
(at least the on-stage version).

In Cleveland, Stanley’s reputation was more legend than
substance, probably because
he arrived on the rock scene at
the tail end of the rock explosion
of the ‘60s and ‘70s, in which a
stretch of incredible rock talent
made it difficult for the “merely
good” talent to make much of
an impact. And, make no mistake about it, Stanley’s gig as
the afternoon talk show host
on classic rock station WNCX
didn’t hurt his visibility throughout the city, and undoubtedly
contributed to the growth of the

Michael Stanley “legend” over
the years. As a result, I found
him much more entertaining
as a radio jock than a musician.
But enough about Stanley’s
level of success. What impacted
me the most was when he did a
Cleveland Indians commercial
spot called “Tribe ’85 … this is
my team,” which was based on
Stanley’s most successful song
(chart-wise), “My Town.” In my
mind, it was a perfect blend of
decent rock with horrid baseball. (For the record, the 1985
Indians lost 102 games, so if we

PET CARE

Welcome, pups, to Westlake, U.S.A.
by NANCY BROWN

“F

rom the moment we saw DaYi
on YouTube arriving at the JFK
Airport, we knew he was our
dog,” said Westlake residents Gary and
Marie Blatter. “We named him Shiloh,
which means tranquil, and that is his personality. The happiness he shows with his
smiling face and the fun he has playing
with our other dogs makes us so happy
he came into our lives.”
Gary and Marie adopted Shiloh
after he and other mistreated dogs were
rescued from a Chinese meat market by
Golden Treasures Rescue in Bath, Ohio, in
partnership with a nonprofit organization
called China Rescue Dogs.
“All of us have heard something
about puppy mills,” said a volunteer
with Golden Treasures Rescue. “More
and more rescues are taking in dogs
from these horrid conditions and we are
no exception! Puppy mill survivors are
unique in so many ways and now is the
time to share the reasoning behind our
expectations for the homes they need. A
securely fenced yard is extremely important, as a loose mill dog will most often
result in its death. Keep in mind, they
know nothing about the dangers of traffic, nothing about survival and they will
not wander up to a neighbor for help.
Your entire family must be totally committed to the safety and rehabilitation

of your dog. This process takes time and
our first rule of thumb is to always keep
your dog in a secure environment.”
Golden Treasures Rescue and other
rescue organizations will be accepting
another plane full of pets from China
the end of this month to save them from
the horrid meat market. They are vetted
before they depart China and vetted again
when they land in the U.S.A.
Mill dogs live in miserable conditions and their purpose is to produce as
many litters as possible. They are then
often relinquished or purchased by rescue
groups to save them. Sometimes the
dogs are extremely injured.
According to a group called Sick
of the Litters, “Currently in Ohio
there’s is a pet store preemption law
which makes it illegal to regulate
where pet stores get their puppies
from; this means that pet stores in
Ohio are protected by law in order to
sell puppy mill puppies. This keeps
puppy mills in business and makes
Ohio one of the biggest puppy mill
states in the country. Please consider
contacting your local representatives
asking them to reconsider this law;
getting this changed is essential to
improving Ohio’s massive puppy mill
problem.”
“People say we saved them
but they saved us with such joy and
unconditional love during this long,

Want An Edge For Winning At Algebra?
Call (440) 661-3365 or Go to www.path2math.com.
Learn how you can give your child the winner’s edge.
• One-on-one recorded Zoom meetings
• You keep the recordings
The first two sessions are free. No obligation to continue.
Put your child on the path to algebra before the next
public school algebra
course even begins.
Your child will
appreciate the
head start!

couldn’t cheer, at least we could
sing a goofy jingle.)
Ah yes, the ’85 Tribe … I
remember them well – as forgettable as they might have
been. Coming off the heels of
the 1984 team, which won 75
games (darn near a contender
given the quality of baseball in
the ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s) we were
optimistically dreaming for the
impossible: a contender. Well,
those dreams were squashed
by, oh, I don’t know, mid-May
or so. But they couldn’t take our
Michael Stanley jingle. Or could
they? Read on …
Interestingly enough, I
looked all over YouTube trying
to locate the “Tribe ‘85” Michael
Stanley radio ad (and I could

unwelcomed, overstayed
pandemic,” said Westlake
residents Bill and Sue
Veber. “We’re grateful to
the people who started
the Golden Treasures
Rescue and China Rescue
Dogs allowing Lulu and
Teddy to make our home
their ‘fur-ever home.’”
To learn more about
how you can help rescue
dogs, visit Golden Treasures Rescue online at
goldentreasuresrescue.
org.
Your donations of
your time, talents and
resources will save a life. 
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have sworn he also cut a TV ad
or two) but I came up with zilch
– zip – nada – nothing. Perhaps
Uncle Jeffy is ready to check
into the nuthouse? Nah, I know
Michael made those commercials; I’m (almost) positive. (Note
to the reader(s): If anybody out
there in reader land remembers
the commercials I’m talking
about, please write me (courtesy of editor@wbvobserver.
com) and back me up, okay?
The person you keep out of the
looney bin just may be me – as
I’m pretty sure my wife would
jump at the chance to send me
on a permanent “vacation.”)
Here’s hoping that last
statement doesn’t give Editor
Tara any ideas …. 

Shiloh, left, rescued from a meat market in China,
is thriving with her new family in Westlake.

It’s painful to lose a
spouse, parent, sibling,
or friend, but you’re
not alone.
Find hope and journey
through grief in a
support group for
adults starting April
12th at BPC.
More information and
registration at
www.baypres.org/care
or contact Tammy at
440.871.3822 X106

Copyright © 2021 Path2Math. All Rights Reserved.

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Bay Village Schools launches
‘Diversity Champion
Certificate Program’ with Tri-C
by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

W

hen Dr. Holly Schafer was
hired as Bay Village City School
District’s first-ever director of
human resources in June of 2019, one of
her first goals was to create a more holistic
approach in developing faculty and staff in
the areas of culture, diversity and hiring.
Schafer soon reached out to Cuyahoga
Community College and its Corporate College team to inquire about professional
development honoring diversity.
After developing an understanding
of Schafer’s goals for the district’s nearly
500 employees, Tri-C’s team of Westshore
Dean of Academic Affairs Bob Searson,
along with Tri-C’s Corporate College’s Jody
Wheaton and Geraldine Weiser, got to work
in developing a diversity and inclusion
training program where both Bay Village
Schools’ certified and classified employees
could earn certification.
Next, Schafer applied for grant money
for the diversity certification program via
Corporate College’s TechCred process so
as many faculty and staff members as possible could participate in the program.
“We were excited to receive funding
for two of the four grants that Bay Village
Schools applied for,” said Schafer. “We
appreciated all the support Corporate College provided throughout the TechCred
application process.”
Launched on Nov. 18, 2020, the
partnership offers a live, six-hour virtual
Diversity Champion Certificate Program,
“focusing on developing the skills necessary to lead by example as inclusive
colleagues, and to create inclusive and
equitable learning environments for students,” said Wheaton, Corporate College’s
executive director of client solutions and

programs.
Fifteen Bay Village Schools’ faculty
and staff signed on for and completed the
inaugural certification program, ranging
from social studies teachers to the district’s superintendent, Jodie Hausmann.
The newly minted team was recognized
at the Jan. 25 Bay Village Board of Education meeting, with Board Vice President
Dave Vegh honoring each employee with
a certificate.
“Once our students gain both perspective and empathy, then change can
begin,” said Vegh.
It didn’t take long for that to happen.
Shortly after receiving their certifications,
the 15 honorees were part of a team that
created a robust initiative for Black History
Month called the 28-Day Challenge. Faculty, staff, students, parents and community
members were encouraged to participate
in a month-long series of assignments and
events that included virtual museum visits
to places like the Jim Crow Museum of
Racist Memorabilia, to reading books and
poems by Black authors, to volunteering
for local nonprofits. Those completing the
28-Day Challenge earned a digital badge
for their efforts.
“We had created an internal Diversity
and Equity Committee last summer, which
includes faculty, staff, students and community members, but we knew we wanted
to do more,” Schafer said. “With our newly
launched Diversity Champion Certificate
Program, we can.”
“We already have our second group
registered for the next six-week program,”
said Bay Village Schools Superintendent
Jodie Hausmann. “I’m so proud of the
commitment our faculty and staff have
made to honor an equitable and inclusive
culture within Bay Village Schools.” 

Bay Village Board of Education Vice President Dave Vegh honors Bay
High School social studies teacher Kelly McCrone with a certificate after
completing the district’s new Diversity Champion Certificate Program.

St. Raphael
Catholic
Church

Lenten

Fish Fry

Fridays from Feb 19th thru Mar 26th
DRIVE-THRU ONLY
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Holy Week and
Easter Services

Village Project seeks
executive director
by DIANE FRYE

V

illage Project is looking for a fulltime executive director to work
out of its Bay Village headquar-

ters.

Established in 2010, Village Project (VP) is a mission-driven, non-profit
organization that seeks creative ways
to offer our lives to others, teaching
skills that encourage service and foster
healthy living. Its vision is to provide
a vehicle to approach the devastating
disease of cancer in a positive, hopeful manner by utilizing individual
gifts and talents in a corporate, multigenerational setting to provide healthful meals, extended support, and an
opportunity for all to experience the
joy of serving.
The executive director is responsible for providing leadership to the organization, the staff and volunteers and
implementing Village Project’s vision,
missions and ideals. The executive
director also leads, directs and coordinates the activities of VP in accordance
with policies, goals and objectives

established by the board of directors.
The position also oversees Village Project financials to ensure operations are
accurate, secure, and legal.
The Village Project budget for 2021
is approximately $340,000 and is currently overseen by an eight-member
board of directors.
Specific information concerning
the executive director’s major responsibilities and other key selection criteria
can be found at ourvillageproject.com/
event/employment-opportunities.
Applications for this position
will be accepted through Wednesday,
March 31. Candidates are asked to
send a cover letter explaining their
interest and how their experience and
skills match the position, along with a
current resume, salary requirements,
and three professional references with
the reference’s name, email address
and daytime contact information to:
VPsearch2021@gmail.com. Village Project firmly supports the principle and
philosophy of equal opportunity for all
individuals regardless of race, religion,
sex, age, national origin or disability. 

Entrée choices include fried Perch, baked Haddock, macaroni
& cheese, shrimp or Pierogies. All dinners include French
fries and coleslaw. Pierogi or shrimp
available ala carte.
Cash Only – No Credit Cards

525 Dover Center Rd. • Bay Village • 440-871-1100 • $15 Dinner • $10 Ala Carte
More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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Join us during the Lenten
Season
and
Easter
Sunday
e Lenten
Season
and
Easter
Sunday

age
tt

Sunday at 10 a.m.

Located in the heart

ndy Thursday (April 1) – 7 p.m.
of Bay Village at the
r Sunday (April 4) – 10 & 11 a.m.
corner of Lake and
Bassett Roads
or Easter Sunday services at www.bayumc.org)

ways to safely worship with your family

Every Sunday at 10 a.m.

socially-distanced in-person worship)

Maundy Thursday (April 1) – 7 p.m.
k in our lot andEaster
tune Sunday
your car
radio
(April
4) –to
1087.9
& 11FM)
a.m.
(Please
pre-register
for
Easter
Sunday
am at www.bayumc.org or on our Facebookservices
page)
at www.bayumc.org)

y School3 (all
ages) inways
person
or online!
convenient
to safely
worship with your family
ministry@bayumc.org
for
more
information
√ Step-In (Safe, socially-distanced in-person worship)
√ Drive-In (Park in our lot and tune your car radio to 87.9 FM)
√ Tune-In (Stream at www.bayumc.org or
on our Facebook page)

Join us for Sunday School (all ages) in person or online!
Contact childrensministry@bayumc.org for more information

e
t
a
r
b
Cele the Joy of Easter
All are welcome at Unity Spiritual Center’s
very special Easter Services.
JOIN UNITY ONLINE
Palm Sunday, March 28 - 11:00 a.m.
Good Friday Experience, April 2
Easter Sunday, April 4 - 11:00 a.m.

www.uscwestlake.org
PLEASE PROOFREAD.

Westlake | Bay Village Observer

23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake, OH 44145, www.uscwestlake.org

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westlake Porter Public Library Balloon buddies bring smiles
Late March Events
to Westlake seniors
by ELAINE WILLIS
Following is Westlake Porter Public
Library’s late March 2021 calendar of
events. All programs are subject to change.
Please check westlakelibrary.org or follow
the library on Facebook and Twitter
(@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Thursdays, March 18 and 25 (3:304:30 p.m.) WPPL Roblox Club – Love
Roblox? Then WPPL has a club for you!
We have some private servers set up for
Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang out with
their friends and enjoy some of the most
popular games via Zoom. Please register.
Friday, March 19 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) Got
Science? Supply Pick-up – Join Got Science? and make a model lung! Kits will be
available beginning March 19. You will
need a kit to participate in the program.
Grades 1 & 2. Registering for the supply
pick up will also register you for the Zoom
event on March 26 at 4 p.m. Participants
must provide an email address to receive
Zoom instructions.
Friday, March 19 (11-11:30 a.m.) Fred

Rogers Birthday Storytime (Live) –

Join us on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube
for a storytime that celebrates Fred Rogers
and his neighborhood!
Saturday, March 20 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.)

Spring Felt Chick Softie Craft to Go
– Welcome spring with this adorable
hand-sewn felt craft. Each kit contains
supplies to create three chick softies and
will include templates as provided in the
Creativebug project video tutorial, which
is available with your library card through
the library website. You will need to view
the tutorial to complete the project. A limited number of kits will be available for
pickup, so only one kit per person, please.
Please register.
Saturday, March 20 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.)
STEAM Maker Lab (Live) – It’s almost
spring and time to get excited about planting! Join us to complete two to three projects about plants. We’ll provide most of the
supplies needed. Grades 3-5. Kits available
in the Youth Services Department starting
on March 13. Please register. Participants
must provide an email address to receive
Zoom instructions. Note: If you are registered for the supply kit you are already
registered for the program.
Wednesday, March 24 (4-5 p.m.) Teen
Writers Group (Live) – An online Zoom
meet-up for writers in grades 7-12. This is
a dedicated hour to just write. We’ll save
the last 15 minutes for any writer in need
of some group brainstorming. Please register. Participants must provide an email
address to receive Zoom instructions.
Friday, March 26 (11-11:30 a.m.)
First Chapter Friday! (Live) – Join us on
Facebook, Twitter or YouTube to hear our

Youth Services staff read the first chapter of
a book suitable for children in grades K-4.
Friday, March 26 (4-4:45 p.m.) Got
Science? (Live) – Join us on Zoom to
make a model lung. Grades 1-2. Supply
kits, which you’ll need to do the program,
will be available in the Youth Services
Department beginning March 19. Registration begins March 12 and registers you
for both the kit and the program. Participants must provide an email address to
receive Zoom information.
Monday, March 29 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.)
Kinder Club Packet Pick-up – Pick up
your packet at the Youth Services Desk on
or after March 29. Each bag will contain
multiple early literacy concepts that will
be featured weekly on our Kinder Club
Blog. Ages 4-6 While supplies last.
Monday, March 29 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.)
Crafty Adults Supply Pick-up – Make a
craft project of your own with this simple
pick-up kit. For adults with developmental or intellectual disabilities. While supplies last. No previous crafting experience
necessary. Some household items, such
as glue, scissors, or markers will not be
included. All other craft items will be supplied. Registration begins March 22. Kits
will be available for pick-up until April 5.
Contact the department at 440-250-5471
if you need an alternate pick-up option.
Tuesday, March 30 (7-8:30 p.m.) Talk-

ing Baseball: The Cleveland Indians
and the Pittsburgh Pirates (Live) – Join
baseball historian and author Wayne
Stewart for this entertaining talk focusing on baseball history, including both
the Cleveland Indians and the 1960 World
Series Champs, the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Wayne has authored several books about
the Indians and baseball history including, most recently, “Clowns: The Colorful
Characters of Baseball.” Please register to
receive an email with Zoom instructions.
Wednesday, March 31 (7-8:30 p.m.)

Picture Perfect: The Seven Steps of
Photo Organizing (Live) – Are you over-

whelmed by all your photos? Join instructor Lisa Griffis of Rescue Your Photos as
she teaches how to downsize, preserve
and share your favorite photographs.
Registration begins March 13. You must
provide an email address to get a link to
the webinar on Zoom.
Wednesday, March 31 (8-9 p.m.)
Discovery Box for Teens Sign-up – A
personalized subscription box services
for teens in grades 7-12. Each box will
include a book, a paper craft, a mystery
snack and a few other surprises! After
signing up you’ll receive a survey to help
us personalize your box to your taste. Registration begins March 24. Pick up takes
place April 7-9.
To register for any of the programs,
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an
appointment:
440-871-0899

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Franchesca Martinez-Khay

Providing certification through the
American Red Cross and American Heart
Association
27070 Detroit Road, Suite 204, Westlake
www.rninitiatives.com, 440-600-1AID (1243)
PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

R

obert Markowitz,
owner/operator at
Cleveland Magic and
Balloons, is part of a national
campaign called “Adopt a
Grandparent,” along with
other balloon professionals
across the country. The campaign’s goal is to bring joy
to seniors in assisted-living
facilities.
“These seniors don’t all
have families to visit them,
and some have families
that live too far to visit,”
Robert said. He has been a
part of the movement since
February.
On March 3, cheerful
28-inch-tall figures (known
as Balloon Buddies) were
delivered to the Belvedere
of Westlake. One for each
resident, to brighten up Belvedere of Westlake resident Marie with
their day a bit and bring joy. her “Balloon Buddy.”
Activity director Stephanie
Gumina said that one of the residents a part of it,” said Robert. “It’s a way to
liked her “Buddy” so much that she go beyond being a business, and to
took the balloon with her to her doctor serve people in the community, and
appointment! They are just the right gives the community an opportunity
size for hugging and holding and have to contribute, and that’s a win-win for
been very therapeutic for the residents the community and for the seniors.”
and staff.
To sponsor a balloon buddy, visit
“When I first heard about this clevelandmagicandballoons.com, and
national campaign I knew I had to be click on the Adopt a Grandparent tab. 

St. Patrick's Day Specials
featuring o house-brined corned beef

Breafast - until 11 a.m.
Lunch & Dinner
Corned Beef Hash & Eggs
Corned Beef Dinner
Steak & Eggs
Bangers & Mash
Bangers & Eggs
Shepherd's Pie
Reuben Omelet
Beef Stew

☘
☘
☘
☘

☘
☘
☘
☘

Irish

beers
on tap!

greenisland
restaurant

Open at

6 a.m.

on the 17th

25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.) • Bay Village
440-455-9086 • greenisland.pub

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

All items are intended to serve 10 generous, adult-sized portions.

CALL FOR ARTIST ENTRY
WESTLAKE-BAY VILLAGE ROTARY

ART FESTIVAL
Saturday, July 31
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
On the grounds of Porter Library
in Westlake
Visit: www.westlakebayvillagerotaryartfest.com
For artist application and on-line submission
Or contact: Joe Kraft at joseph.kraft7@gmail.com
PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2021 WBVO
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Westlake’s Moses Cleaveland Trees, Revisited: Part 2
by WILLIAM KRAUSE

A

second part to this series was
needed to research one final previously designated Moses Cleaveland
tree (MCT) on Cahoon Road. The records
state that this tree, a pin oak, was somehow
associated with a Mrs. Edward Jones.
We could not locate the original MCT
card. Later, the tree was described as being
at the rear of 1966 Cahoon Road in Westlake.
Since, there is no 1966 Cahoon it seemed
logical to investigate 966 Cahoon. The
address was mentioned in a previous MCT
article last summer and the current owners
contacted the previous owners to see if a
big tree had been cut down in the back of
966 Cahoon during their ownership which
spanned from 1975 to 2002. Their answer
was “no” but they said a big tree was cut
down from the front yard by the city years
ago. Legend was that the bend in the road
at 966 Cahoon was originally created to go
around this huge tree.
The 1940 U.S. Census records for Westlake Village were searched for both a Mrs.
Edward Jones and information about 966
Cahoon Road. We found that 966 Cahoon
was a rental property in 1939. The front
part of the dwelling was rented to a Mr. and
Mrs. Wealthy and their family. The rear was
rented to a man named Valentine Beeman.
Deeds of ownership for 966 Cahoon
could not be found as to who owned it in
1946 when the MCT trees were nominated
for plaquing as part of a commemoration of
the 150th anniversary of Moses Cleaveland
arriving here in 1796. Helen Jones, wife of

1927

46.146

Clemens Rd

1927 Hopkins Plat Book showing a section of Cahoon
Road. What would become 966 Cahoon is the 17+
acre parcel owned by Katie Slaminka with a house
and two outbuildings fronting on Cahoon Road.
Alonzo Jones, had received the property
from her mother, Magdalena Demand,
in 1954. “Edward” Jones may have been
another error in the MCT records and they
should read “Mrs. Alonzo Jones”?
Based on 1951 and 1979 aerial photographs, our conclusion is that the large
front yard tree was most likely the actual
MCT tree. This is because there are only
farm fields and no large trees at the rear
of 966 Cahoon in the 1951 aerial photograph. The tree still existed in 1971 when
it was measured again. The large front
yard tree does not appear in a 1979 aerial
photograph. This suggests that the MCT
tree most likely was the front yard tree
which was then cut down between 1975
and 1979.
Dr. Arthur B. Williams directed the

The Belvedere of Westlake
Assisted Living
We remain COVID FREE throughout
the pandemic.
90% vaccination rate, residents and staff.
COME HOME TO YOUR SAFE ZONE

Circa 1925 photo of 966 Cahoon with MCT in front yard from
sales brochure for the Dover Bay Subdivision. Based on the
growth factor for pin oaks this 41.5” tree was actually only
approximately 124 years old in 1946 when it was designated
and 103 years old in this photograph. Brochure is part of the
Westlake Historical Society collection.

MCT project
in 1946. He
also wrote a
fascinating
report titled “Native Forests of Cuyahoga
County” in 1949. It will hopefully be republished as part of the MCT project in 2021. In
it he writes: “Of the oak and chestnut forests
which claimed so large a place in what is
now downtown Cleveland, little remains to
suggest their former grandeur. Practically
nowhere within the limits of the county
does there now exist more than a few oaks
of forest form and proportions to suggest
the former lordly trees of these forests. In
Clague Park, Village of Westlake, the remnants of such an oak forest may be seen.”
As for the rest of Bay and Westlake,
Dr. Williams states that in 1939 a remnant
native forest south of Lake Road consisted of a dense stand of pin oaks as well
as red oak, white oaks and tupelo (sourgum) trees. He said that in our area were
frequent isolated examples of large oaks
of eight different varieties as well as elm,
maple, tupelo, cucumber (magnolia),
ash, hickories and remains of chestnut
(which had been wiped out by blight).
When Center Ridge Road was surveyed
in 1811, along an ancient beach ridge,
15 trees were used as mile markers; 10
of these were beech trees, two were oak,
and one each of ash, maple and whitewood (tulip tree).

Dr. Kathryn M. Flinn of Baldwin Wallace University co-authored a research
article in 2018. She used all available field
books from surveys of Cuyahoga County
around 1800. From the field books she
obtained the ranked timber observations
recorded by the surveyors. The first listed
tree species were plotted on a map which
she shared. For Dover, the only observations found were along the eastern and
western edges of the township.
The eastern boundary consisted of
chestnut right at Lake Erie and then hickory
extending south past what is now Detroit
Road. Oak was first listed from south of
Detroit Road to what is now North Olmsted.
The western boundary was oak from
Lake Erie to Detroit Road and then beech
from that point south to Center Ridge Road.
For most of the county beech-maple
is the predominant climax forest in 1800.
This is another reason that the remaining
centuries-old oak trees in our midst are
priceless.
Unfortunately, as of this writing the
former Abby Sammon oak tree on Lake
Road is destined to come down according to a distraught neighbor, because the
current owners of the tree say it was diagnosed with carpenter ants. 

Outdoor pet photos return to
Clague House Museum
by LYSA STANTON

Our small 33 suite building has kept
our residents safe and well.
March Special: Get one month free
Call 440-835-4000 or email cbroberg@rae-ann.net

29591 Detroit Road, just east of Crocker Road

Please proofread and confirm.

D

id you know that Westlake’s
beloved Clague family were
also pet owners? Old pictures
and family stories tell us they owned
both dogs and cats, while living on the
Clague Road farm.
Many years ago, it was common
to have pets working on family farms
in places such as Dover, now Westlake.
Although most of our beloved pets are
not working on farms these days, they
are still a big part of our families.
Can you imagine if Sophronia
Clague were here today! She would
enjoy seeing all the pets at the Clague
House having their photos taken. This
month you have the opportunity to

have your pet’s photo taken, as Mr.
Bunny returns to the Clague House
Museum on Saturday, March 27, for pet
photos from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Grab your pet and make plans to
hop on down to the museum, 1371A
Clague Road in Westlake, to capture
some special memories of your pet.
Money raised goes to student scholarships and utilities.
We ask only a $10 donation, and
you may also bring your own camera.
Reservations are strongly encouraged.
Due to Covid-19, we must require face
masks and social distancing. Please
arrive no more than 5 minutes before
your appointment.
Please call 216-848-0680 to make
your reservation or for questions. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Join with 1,200+ community members of all ages who have shared their stories, photos and
community events in our community’s favorite newspaper and website.
The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake residents who want to participate in
sharing positive news. It’s fun, easy and free to become an Observer.
Visit our website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to sign up and be a part
of this growing community project! (We don’t share your info with anyone.)
Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News, Photos &
Events in Westlake & Bay Village

Thank
You!

James Stevenson

Anonymous

Mel Maurer

Kathleen Swetkis

Anonymous

Bonnie Belda

Diane Frye

Thomas & Holly McGowan

Nick & Judy Taranto

Anonymous
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Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

T

he Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit
has always been a popular one at
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.
A highlight is a hive framed in glass found
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all
ages can get up close and peer into the heart
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have
watched this hive grow and strengthen over
the past several years.
The exhibit also includes another hive
located in the interior courtyard. With the help
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have
become extremely active and are thriving.
Mr. Danniger anticipates that this
is the first year honey will be able to be
extracted from these outdoor hives. While
the bees produced honey last year, it
remained in the hives to strengthen and
encourage the growth
of the community.
Lake Erie Nature
& Science Center is offering a free
event when the honey Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son,
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake
Erie Nature and Science Center.
» See BEEHIVES page 2

Lee Gase

Mary Kay McLean

Barbara Taushanoff

Anonymous

Rick Grane

Joan Hayes McSweeney

Terri Telepak

Anonymous

Jeffrey D. Bing

Marybeth Hackenberg

Mark Miller

Brian Thompson

Anonymous

The Bing Family

Rosemary & Walt Halun

Tom Mullee

Judy & Don Trask

Anonymous

Marie Black

Linda Harris

Mike Nock

Village Bicycle Cooperative

Anonymous

Bocce Partner JD

Linda Heiden & John Heidenreich

Michael & Ann O’Donnell

Westlake Kiwanis Club

Anonymous

Barb Bobrowski

Dawn Hilt

Julie & Al Paulus

Shirley Whitbeck

Anonymous

Jean Bowman

Karol Hoeffler

Jim Potter

Cynthia White

Anonymous

Judy Brody

David W. Kaman

Connie Priest

Marge Widmar

Anonymous

Judy & Ray Budoi

Patrick Keating

Tim Rasgaitis

Edward L. Wilkinson Sr

Anonymous

George Cadwallader

Joan Kemper

David & Amy Rencehausen

Peter & Kathy Winzig

Anonymous

Dwight & Nancy Clark

Paul & Therese Koomar

Carole Roske

Barb & Ian Woodburn

Anonymous

Stephen Clarke

Beverly Kosarko

Steve Ruscher

Anonymous

Anonymous

Maryanne Cullom

Thomas Kovach

Louis Ruscitto

Anonymous

Anonymous

William Krause

Victor Rutkoski

Anonymous

Anonymous

Deborah Delzeith

Barbara Lahey

George Ryan

Anonymous

Anonymous

Jack Dianiska

Marilyn Lahnen

Mike & Julie Scanlan

Anonymous

Anonymous

Leisa Diller

John R. Larson

Patti, Dominic & Gianni Sclimenti

Anonymous

Anonymous

Penny Dolski

Ellie Luchini

Todd & Barb Semroc

Anonymous

Anonymous

PHOTOS BY DENNY WENDELL

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Ruth B. Bertrand
John Biesterfeldt

Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS

W

by WENDY HANNA

Anonymous

Susan & Richard Fink

Tom & Kirsten Martin

Submit your story
online by Aug. 29
at wbvobserver.com

Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

Anonymous

Lysa Stanton & Dave Pfister

Michael & Diane Ferry
Jan Foote

FREE TO READ!

estlake was all abloom again this
summer as gardeners across the city
took to the soil in hopes of winning
the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom,
the community beautification program that
began with planting day on May 17, concluded
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.
More than 300 entrants competed in 23
categories, varying in scale from expansive
business landscaping all the way down to residential window box gardens. As in years past,
the judging panel included master gardeners,
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top
three finishers in each category, with the firstplace winners receiving $25 gift certificates to
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.
» See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Marilyn Sommer

Revolution

George Arruda
David & Carol Ball

Tom & Lois Fornes

FREE TO WRITE!

by TARA WENDELL

Chapter/Daughters of the American

Martha Devotion Huntington

Bay Village Garden Club

FREE

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners Westlake’s Corporate
Challenge spurs
friendly competition

Anonymous

Bob & Ellen Erzen

Bay Village Women’s Club

Thank you to our kind
readers who have
donated to help
keep the Observer’s
presses rolling and to
support a free press.

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Eileen & John Snyder

Evelyn Allen

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.
by JIM DISPIRITO

T

he City of Westlake recently wrapped up
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake
companies against one another, all in good fun. Now
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the
Westlake recreation department.
Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health,
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball,
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races
were held at various venues throughout the city. The
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international
provider of material durability testing with corporate

» See CHALLENGE page 12

Tony & Judy Dostal

David Lynn

Jane & Stu Sheard

Anonymous

Anonymous

Todd & Donna Dresing

Marty & Jennie Mace

Nancy Sheehan

Anonymous

Anonymous

Cynthia & Eric Eakin

The Mack Family (Jon, Lisa

David Smalley

Anonymous

Anonymous

Gary & Pamela Ebert

and Holly)

Jean Smith

Anonymous
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I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name					Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.
Donation Amount:
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closer. Which is why we’ve always

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

retirement

$25

$50

 Other: $

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com. 13.6

Animal Hospital

James financial advisor can do

your

$10

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

Three-O-Five

edges

hand,

$5

The Westside’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

HOT DIGGITY D G

HOT DIGGITY D G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975
MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
MICHAEL
A. BENTLEY
Vice
President,
Investments
Vice President, Investments

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James

159 Crocker
Park
Blvd, Suite 390of
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Bentley
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Management
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216.513.0933
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O 440.801.1629
// C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock
Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED®
for a Free Consultation!
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates,
Inc.,trademarks
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York Stock
/ SIPC. Raymond James ® and
are registered
of Raymond
JamesExchange
Financial, Inc.
LIFE WELL PLANNED ® are registered trademarks
of Raymond
James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16
16-BR3AP-0073
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neubertpainting.com

More stories,
photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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PROOFREAD.

Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

“We take the
worry out of
being away”

• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time /
special requests
• All in the surroundings
of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com

440-823-9159

Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

Owner Nancy Brown
and Montana

