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Westlake Food Pantry
to host ‘Bounty Day’

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Bay Village
Citizen, Project of
the Year named
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by ROBERT
ROZBORIL

by TARA WENDELL
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Nancy Trainer, right, and Betsy Leyen pack goody bags.
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he Bay Village Community Council is
proud to announce the 2021 Citizen of
the Year, Nancy Trainer, and Project of the
Year, the Bradley Park Playground upgrade.
The BVCC received a number of outstanding nominations this cycle and the selection
committee considered each one carefully
before arriving at a unanimous decision. A celebration will be held in the near future. Details
will be provided when the arrangements have
been made.

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR: NANCY TRAINER

A resident initiative led to the upgrade of the Bradley Park playground.

WPPL and WPD
partner on crime
prevention webinar

How dangerous
are vehicle tire
microplastics?

by ELAINE WILLIS

by HANNAH BERGMANN, LAYLA MEAUX,
PAUL MOODY AND JOE BEAUCHESNE

W

estlake Porter
Public Library
and the Westlake Police Department
are partnering to offer
“Neighborhood Crime
Prevention” on Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 7 p.m.
via Zoom. Registration
is required, and participants will receive Zoom
login information by
email after registering.

In response to the
recent string of home
burglaries in Westlake, Lt.
Jason Dancy of the Westlake Police Department
will offer information on
ways you can safeguard
your home and property,
as well as tips on spotting
and helping to reduce
crime in your neighborhood.
To register please
visit westlakelibrary.org/
events. 

Bay Village
City Council B
fills one seat,
opens another

Hannah, Layla, Paul, and Joe are members
of the Explorer Club sponsored by Bay Sea Scouts.
They are entering their project in the U.S. Armyfunded eCyberMission Challenge competition.

F

or our Explorer Club STEM project this
year, our team decided to study pollution
from tire microplastics. We were amazed to
learn that car and truck tires in the U.S. generate
about 1.8 million tons of microplastics a year, this
is according to a study in October 2017 by Pieter J.
Kole, Open University of the Netherlands.

by TARA WENDELL
ay Village City
Council’s monthlong search to find
a replacement for the atlarge position vacated by
Nancy Stainbrook concluded Jan. 25 with a twist. After
considering nearly two
dozen candidates vying for
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T

o help residents
experiencing food
insecurity due to
the continuing pandemic, the City of Westlake
Food Pantry is hosting
“Bounty Day,” a one-day
food distribution event
on Thursday, Feb. 11,
from 9-11 a.m.
We will be providing cereal, macaroni &
cheese, pasta noodles,
pasta sauce, peanut
butter, rice, and dinner
sides to those in need of
help, according to family
size.
This will be a drivethrough event similar
to the Curbside Food

Pickup program the
Westlake Community
Services Department ran
during the spring and
summer months. Participants must be Westlake residents and are
required to pre-register
on the City’s website,
www.cityofwestlake.org,
no later than Friday, Feb.
5. The registration form
offers a privacy option
where no personal information is required.
If you or someone
you know is in need of
additional help, contact
our Outreach Coordinator at 440 899-3544 to
see if you qualify for the
city’s monthly food program and holiday food
distributions. 

 See MICROPLASTICS page 4
the seat, Council raised a
few eyebrows by nominating their colleague, Ward
3 Council member Sara
Byrnes Maier.
Council voted 4-2 in
favor of Byrnes Maier’s
appointment to fill the rest
of the at-large term expiring in December, pending
her resignation as the
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Nancy moved with her family to Bay at age
3 and attended Bay Schools through graduation.
She went to Bowling Green State University and
worked at the U.S. Treasury Office.
 See CITIZEN/PROJECT page 2
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Paul Moody and Hannah Bergmann inflate a tire to
recommended pressure.

Ward 3 representative,
which she did immediately after her confirmation
passed.
In discussing the nomination process, several
Council members stressed
that Byrnes Maier followed
the protocol laid out by the
city’s charter for applicants.
 See COUNCIL page 4 Sara Byrnes Maier takes the oath of office.
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Community Organizations:

Apply Now
For Bay Village Foundation

Community Grants
APPLICATIONS
DUE FEBRUARY 28TH
Download application from
thebayvillagefoundation.org
and for more information.
The Bay Village Foundation
supports projects that improve
the quality of life in the City
of Bay Village. Projects must
be responsive to community
needs. The Foundation will also
consider requests for support
of programs that benefit the
citizens of the City of Bay
Village. To be eligible, an
organization must be a nonprofit located in or provide
services to residents within the
City of Bay Village.

P.O. Box 40122
Bay Village, OH 44140
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She learned the benefits of volunteerism at an early age, and has spent
her life, particularly after retirement,
in service to the community.
“My earliest memories of volunteering were trimming bushes with my
siblings while my father cut the grass
at Baycrafters’ Station house, a task
the Metroparks later took over,” Nancy
recalled. “My mother was on Baycrafters’ board, then later became heavily
involved in veterans organizations –
both parents served in WWII. I assisted
with her organizations until retiring
from my job, then volunteered within
our community and quickly learned
every group needs assistance.”
Nancy has been a member of the
Bay Village Women’s Club since 2006,
serving as president since 2014. She’s
also a member of the Lake Erie Nature
Center Women’s Board, the Bay Village
Garden Club and the League of Women
Voters. Each organization aligns with
her life’s passions.
“The Women’s Club supports
community projects and helps members remain independent and engaged
through socialization and learning.
LENSC teaches us about our natural
world while rehabilitating injured
wildlife. The Garden Club provides
educational programs and beautifies
our town. LWV educates and advocates
for a strong democracy.”
Many volunteers realize the altruistic rewards of helping others, but
Nancy sees an even more important
benefit – longevity.
“Each organization has rewarded
me with friendships, learning, and the
satisfaction of contributing. They support my passions for nature, gardening, responsible citizenship, and for
helping others remain independent
and engaged. My mother is now 97
years old and slowing down. Obviously
a lifetime of volunteering is healthy.”
While Nancy has spent nearly her
entire life helping others, the Citizen
of the Year selection committee was
especially touched by the extra effort
she showed during the challenges of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Since the pandemic began, Nancy
has coordinated with the younger
members of the Women’s Club to support older or at-risk members. Her
team distributed face masks, delivered food and supplies to homebound
members, initiated a book club to
keep members engaged, handed out
custom-decorated goody bags and,
more recently, helped members sign

up online for the vaccine.
Nancy’s impact on the community
is best summed up by the words her
nominator wrote in the Citizen of the
Year application: “No one is more committed to making Bay residents feel
good about Bay!”

PROJECT OF THE YEAR:
BRADLEY PARK PLAYGROUND
A child’s wish for a better playground close to home led to a yearslong endeavor that finally culminated
last year with the installation of new,
upgraded equipment at the Bradley
Park playground.
Peggy Drumm has spent the past
five years advocating for an improved
play space for families on the west side
of Bay Village. She attended City Council meetings, went door to door to raise
awareness and funds, and launched a
social media campaign.
And it all started with her daughter’s request.
“Five years ago we moved from
central Bay to the west side of Bay
and our daughter was always asking
to go back to the park in the center
of Bay to play because Bradley Park’s
playground was so outdated,” Peggy
said. “This inspired me to ask the city
about the process to get Bradley Park
updated.”
City leaders were enthusiastic
about the citizen-led project that
Peggy spearheaded.
“I’m very pleased with their
efforts,” said Councilman Peter
Winzig, who chairs the Recreation and
Park Improvements Committee. “They
believed in the project and stayed
with their fundraising efforts over
many years, working with the neighborhood community to see that the
project was supported and co-funded
by residents.”
The group also received support
from the city and civic organizations.
“The City and Recreation Department, especially [Rec Director] Dan
Enovitch were helpful in guiding us,”
Peggy said, “and thankfully The Village
Foundation also assisted us in allowing
us to run donations through them.”
The new play equipment includes
a swing set, climbers, teeter-totter,
spinner, spring riders and musical
items. Winzig is working with the city’s
recreation and service departments
to complete the site with comfortable
seating shade canopies, a garden area,
landscaping and a pathway to the restrooms. 
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Bay Village Schools to
offer tuition-free, all-day
kindergarten next year

Westlake Teachers Association
uses grant to support food pantry
by ROBERT ROZBORIL

T

by DAVE VEGH, Vice
President, Bay Village
Board of Education

PHOTO BY ROBERT ROZBORIL

he Westlake Teachers Association (WTA) donated a
box full of toothbrushes
and toothpaste to the City of
Westlake food pantry. The materials were paid for with a community involvement grant from
the Northeast Ohio Education
Association (NEOEA).
Westlake teachers Karen
Kane and Krissy Ingham delivered the generous donation to
the Westlake Community Services
Center on Friday, Jan. 29.
“The Westlake Teachers Association wanted to assist the food
pantry, in providing the residents
of Westlake, basic supplies that
they need, especially since the
start of the pandemic in midMarch 2020,” Kane and Ingham
wrote in a letter to the Community Services Director Lydia
Gadd. “Since in-person volunteer

Westlake teachers Krissy Ingham (left) and Karen Kane (right)
deliver toothbrushes and toothpaste to the Westlake Food
Pantry on Jan. 29.
opportunities are limited, this was
one unique way to help out. We
wanted to assist in providing what
we could to the ever-increasing
number of residents who are
seeking emergency assistance.

We hope to increase our volunteer
opportunities in the near future.”
Kane applied for the grant,
“WTA – Smiles in the Community,” which was approved by the
NEOEA in December 2020. 

3

A

t the Dec. 11, 2020,
Bay Village Board of
Education meeting,
the Board unanimously
voted to adopt a full-day,
tuition-free kindergarten
program, starting with the
2021-22 school year. A fullday, tuition-free program
was offered this school year
due to the pandemic, but
prior to the 2020-21 school
year, the district offered a
tuition-based option, along
with the no-cost, half-day
program.
In adopting this resolution the Board considered
many factors in making
our decision, including

research, the surveying
of surrounding districts,
providing equitable access
to all students, our current staffing and facility
resources, and others. This
new, all-day model aligns
with the District’s and community’s commitment to
providing a high-quality
education, as well as with
all current and federal
guidelines surrounding
foundational literacy and
math instruction, along
with social emotional
learning. We hope the Class
of 2034 – and all classes to
follow – benefit from this
program.
To read the All-Day
Kindergarten Resolution
in its entirety, visit bit.ly/
AllDayKindergarten. 

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Rose Hill Museum textile collection
documented, preserved
by CYNTHIA EAKIN

E

ven though the doors at Rose Hill
Museum have been closed to the
public for the last year, a lot has
been going on to assure that future generations can enjoy its collections.
Volunteers at Rose Hill Museum,
under the direction of Bay Village Historical Society President Cathy Flament and
working according to COVID-19 safety
guidelines, have spent the last 10 months
reorganizing, cataloguing and preserving
the museum’s costume and textile collection. Flament said that she would like to
recognize the efforts of former Rose Hill
Director Janet Zvara and faithful volunteers Marj Elhardt, Sue Jachnick and Diane
Pavan, in particular. Of the 2,000 items in
the collection, more than 800 items had

never been documented. Each item had to
be stored in archivally appropriate materials to protect it for generations to come.
“Now that we have professionally
preserved the costume and textile collection, it will be much easier to monitor
and identify the items,” Flament noted.
“Each item has been assigned an appropriate number that has been entered into a
museum program along with its description, source, condition, relation to other
items and photograph.”
Flament said the project averaged
125 mostly volunteer hours per week.
About 115 garment bags with tie openings in addition to padded hangers were
constructed for the hanging garments.
Twill tape with the object numbers were
hand sewn into each garment. Special
partitions were created to house smaller

Historical garments hang on padded hangers in specially designed bags
to preserve them for generations.
items. Flags were rolled on specially constructed tubes.
A sampling of items in the Rose
Hill collection include: Aaron Aldrich’s
baby shoe; William Krumwiede’s beaver
top hat with original photograph; black
silk bonnet that belonged to Kit Foote;
1907 Western Star signature quilt; scarf
from the controversial Hayes-Tilden 1876

election; Bay Village original commemorative 1903 flag; Bay Village Methodist
Church commemorative flag dated 1857;
memorabilia from the Revolutionary to
Vietnam wars; as well as bloomers, bodices,
dresses, fans and more.
The project was financed in part by a
generous grant from the Bay Village Foundation, Flament added. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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MICROPLASTICS
While many of these microplastics,
absorbed by the surrounding soil and
stream sediments, don’t reach Lake
Erie, approximately 20 percent do in
Bay Village, where many storm drains
flow directly into the lake. SUVs and
the coming electric vehicles, which are
heavier because of their batteries, create
even more microplastics.
To make matters worse, on the West
Coast, a study by the scientists at the
University of Washington discovered
that a chemical, 6PPD-Quinone, added
to tires to lengthen their life, kill off over
half the Coho salmon in urban streams
in the Puget Sound.
Fortunately, no such fish kill has
occurred in Lake Erie. In an email
received from Jill Bartolotta, Extension
Educator, Ohio Sea Grant Program, she
wrote, “To my knowledge, we have not
conducted any studies on the effects of
tire pollution in the Great Lakes similar
to the Coho study. However, studies from
Great Lakes-based researchers show that

COUNCIL
from front page

“I think it was a credit to Sara Byrnes
Maier, her approach in this entire process
has been to be as hands off as you can
imagine and doing this as formally as
the process would request, even much
more so than I think was required by the
charter,” said Tom Kelly, the city’s other
at-large Council member.
After serving on the steering committee for the city’s Master Plan in 2016,
Byrnes Maier originally applied for the
at-large position when it became vacant
in early 2017. The appointment went
to Stainbrook and Byrnes Maier ran for
and won election to the Ward 3 seat in
November of that year. She was re-elected in 2019.
“While I remained interested in serving in an at-large capacity,” Byrnes Maier
said, “I am glad to have run for and been
elected to Ward 3 to serve my neighbors
and as a way to learn the process and get
acclimated to being on Council. When
Nancy stepped down in December I
decided to apply to the vacancy. While I
did consider waiting until November [for
the open election], I did not wish to run
against a newly seated member of Council who would also then be my colleague.”

fish are ingesting plastics (primarily plastic fibers from the washing and wearing
of synthetic clothing like fleece jackets),
affecting their health. Recent studies
show that larval fish with plastics in their
bodies have a higher likelihood of developing tumors or growth abnormalities
(unpublished research by Chelsea Rochman, 2020). Other researchers have also
studied the effects of the chemicals associated with plastics (PAHs and P.F.A.s)
and have found them to cause cancer
and disrupt the hormones. The Coho
study is of great importance because it
is the first to link the chemicals associated with plastics to living organisms’
mortality. So far, this has not been proven
scientifically.”
So what can we do? There are actions
we can take now as individuals and a city
to help. In a Zoom meeting with Kimm
Jarden, Lead Sustainability Specialist,
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., Kimm had
suggestions to increase our tires’ lives
and reduce their wear (fewer microplas-

tics). Here they are:
Tire Pressure: Proper inflation pressure – perhaps the most essential tire condition to monitor – gives tires the ability
to support the vehicle, and you control it
for maximum performance. Bonus benefit: Maintaining proper inflation pressure
maximizes fuel economy, too. Tire Pressure Monitoring Systems (TPMS) detect
loss of inflation pressure and warn drivers
when tires are 25% under-inflated. For
many vehicles, this warning may be too
late to prevent damage. TPMS is not a
replacement for monthly tire pressure
checks with a gauge.
Tread Depth: Tread equals traction
– giving your tires a grip on the road,
especially in bad weather. Lose too much
tread, and you could lose control. Here’s
a quick and affordable tread test: Place a
penny upside down into a tread groove.
If the tread covers part of Lincoln’s head,
you’re good to go. If you can see all of his
head, it’s new tire time.
Tire Rotation: Rotating your tires
based on the recommendations in your
vehicle’s owner’s manual can prevent
irregular tire wear. If no rotation period

is specified, USTMA recommends every
5,000 to 8,000 miles.
Tire Alignment: Hitting a pothole
or other road hazard could cause alignment issues. Misaligned wheels can lead
to uneven, rapid tread wear and should
be corrected by a tire dealer. Have your
alignment checked at any indication
of trouble, such as “pulling,” and periodically, along with your tire balance,
as specified by your vehicle’s owner’s
manual.
Bay Village city government has
a responsibility too; we have a road
sweeper that does an excellent job
collecting road debris, including tire
microplastics. In an email response to
our inquiry, Jonathan Liskovec, Director
of Public Services and Properties, told
us that the sweeper is on the road when
the weather is conducive and staffing
levels allow. The sweepings are then
properly disposed of after being placed
in a dumpster.
Much more research into the effects
of tire and road microplastics has to be
funded before we know the full impact of
these microplastics. 

The two Council members that
voted against Byrnes Maier’s confirmation, David Tadych and Lydia DeGeorge,
expressed confidence in their colleague
but disagreed with her nomination.
“When we embarked on the interview process I sought to select an individual with knowledge and abilities in areas
that would be different from our existing
Council and that would complement and
complete our Council skill set,” DeGeorge
said before the vote. “Fitting that criteria,
an applicant ... rose to the top for me and
it’s not the same individual as our nominee. However, I have the utmost faith that
the nominee will skillfully perform their
duties and I offer my support as they do
so in their position as Council-at-large.”
Two audience members tuning in via
Zoom raised questions about the process
that ultimately resulted in swapping one
vacancy for another and suggested Council had engaged in back-room dealing.
Kelly defended the majority’s decision, stating: “My vote is not intended to
be a reflection of anything other than my
appreciation and admiration for [Byrnes
Maier’s] hard work and for what I believe
is a deserved opportunity. While I can
appreciate that there might be some
resistance or reluctance or concern that
we selected one of our own, I’m very
comfortable ... that this pick was made

the right way.”
The city received 30 applications in
all, four of which came after the deadline and were invalidated. Five applicants
withdrew before the interviews began,
resulting in a pool of 21 interviewees
that featured a range of backgrounds and
some impressive resumes.
Two of the applicants were former
Bay Village councilmen-at-large, one
applicant previously served on the city’s
Tree Commission, others are officers in
Bay Kiwanis and the Westlake-Bay Village
Rotary Club.
About one-third of applicants interviewed came from Ward 3 and would be
eligible to reapply for the new vacancy.
In an interview after the meeting,
Council President Dwight Clark said
that this process was unique for three
reasons. First was the record number of
applicants. He attributed the increase to
several factors, such as greater interest in
legislative activity during the pandemic,
including hybrid virtual/in-person
Council meetings, which allow more
residents to attend. Heightened interest in national, state and local politics
might also have contributed to the desire
of many candidates to apply.
Second, he said, in this age of the
digital interview, much thought was
given to holding public interviews, but

Council members determined that doing
so would convey an unfair advantage to
candidates with interviews scheduled
later in the week.
Lastly, Clark related that this was
the first time he could recollect that a
sitting Council member applied for an
open seat.
Clark expressed hope that the interest in the at-large vacancy would translate into more candidates running for
office in November. Five of the seven
City Council seats will be up for election,
including each of the four ward seats and
the at-large position detailed in this article. Candidate paperwork is due at the
Board of Elections by the middle of June.
But first, Council needs to fill the
Ward 3 opening created by Byrnes Maier’s transition to the at-large seat. To be
eligible, an applicant must be a resident
of Ward 3, a qualified elector, and not
employed by the city, school district or
county. The term expires Dec. 31.
Interested applicants may send a
letter of interest and resume or list of
qualifications to Joan Kemper, Clerk of
Council, 350 Dover Center Rd, Bay Village, Ohio 44140 or by email to jkemper@
cityofbayvillage.com. Applications will
be accepted until Monday, Feb. 8, at 4:30
p.m. Applications received after that date
and time will not be considered. 
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by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

R

ecently, Bay Village Schools
received an antique clock from
Illinois resident Greg Nolan, who
found the clock at an estate sale in his
home state. He was told the clock came
from an old Bay Village, Ohio, schoolhouse and he felt the clock should “come
home.”
The district reached out to local his-

torian Eric Eakin of the Bay Village Historical Society to see if any archives show
photographs of the clock in early school
buildings. Unfortunately, the clock’s history has yet to be validated, but Bay Village
Schools’ Director of Teaching and Learning Char Shryock hopes to have the clock
repaired and hung in the District Office.
If you have any information on the
clock, please call the district office at 440617-7300. 

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

PHOTO BY KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

Time Travel: Antique clock
returned to Bay Village
school district

Bay Village Schools’ Director of Teaching and Learning Char Shryock
shows off the antique clock recently gifted to the district.
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THE DIGITAL WORLD

SPORTING VIEWS

Physical distancing
but not social distancing

Dolans’ possible sale of Tribe is
rife with serious consequences

by TAK SATO

by JEFF BING

I

n the real world I continue to physically distance, wear a mask, and
use a hand sanitizer every time I get
back in the car while running essential
errands like grocery shopping or going
to the post office. Until COVID-19 is
under control, which hopefully will be
sometime later this year with the various phases of the vaccination trudging along slowly but surely, we have
digital-world tools and services to be
thankful for. As I always preach, we
have to embrace the 21st century life
skill of digital literacy.
Many digital-world tools and
services help us accomplish essential
tasks and that was even before this pandemic forced us to temporarily coop up
at home. (The phrase “coop up” may
only apply to me, who has a very small
house, LOL.) Other digital-world tools
and services are not about accomplishing tasks efficiently but more about
new ways of receiving entertainment
and life’s other pleasures.
One such pleasure is visiting our
family and friends. Here again COVID19 has, at least temporarily, made it
impossible to meet in person so a digital-world tool I wrote about for the first
time in my column seven years ago has
become critically valuable in my opinion. Video chat software was valuable
to me even before the pandemic due to
my parents being on the other side of
the globe and may well be important
for many during this pandemic where
physical distancing but not social distancing is recommended.
I “Meet,” Google’s video meeting

platform in a crowded field of choices,
with my Mom everyday and sometimes
even twice a day. I host meetings and
classes on the “Zoom” platform and
also use “Duo” for one-on-one video
calls. As a way of reminder, Duo is a
device agnostic service that enables
Apple and Android-based smartphone
users to communicate via video calling (unlike “FaceTime” that works only
between Apple devices).
When “Meeting” with my Mom,
unlike the meetings and classes I also
conduct virtually these days, I don’t
have any agendas or syllabi. Rather, it’s
just small talk with live video of each
other! It doesn’t matter if we talk about
the weather, how her grandson is doing,
politics, or a recap of what she did that
day. You may have already been making
telephones calls to your loved ones for
decades; digital world services like
Meet, Zoom, Duo or FaceTime elevates
the experience by adding visuals. Some
may call it communication on steroids.
I’ve been video calling my parents
for decades but Meeting daily with my
Mom has been a more recent occurrence. Many times I’ve written in this
column that I wish my Mom was only a
driving distance away but video calling
helps to shorten the distance between
us. I’m no expert in human psychology but I can tell you with confidence
that seeing and talking to her uplifts
my spirits even when it’s in the digital
world. Sure, maybe not quite the same
emotional connectedness intensity as
seeing her in person but pretty darn
good given the circumstances. If you
haven’t tried it, you might as well try
now! 

I

don’t know about you, but I’m getting
pretty tired of the “Larry and Paul
Show” (otherwise known as “How
to ruin a good thing in an effort to make
a buck”). You know the drill: 1. Acquire
baseball talent via the draft or trade; 2:
develop said talent into quality baseball
player(s); 3. claim you are losing money
and trade talent to (see step 1). Lather –
rinse – repeat.
Kinda like a gerbil on a spinning
wheel, right? Except the problem is, we
– the fans – are the gerbilious yo-yo’s on
the Dolans’ spinning wheel (of fortune).
“Losing money”? Get serious, now. These
guys are in their third decade of “losing
money” as owners of the Cleveland Indians. Do you honestly think they’d stick
around for that long if they were really in
the red all those years? Think about it: the
only money actually being “lost” is ours!
But, just for grins, let’s just suppose
the Dolans did sell the Indians. Great,
right? However, keep in mind that since
they’re local guys and all, they would still
live in the area, and it stands to reason
that they would get involved in something else in the area. Consider the following possibility …
“Hello, Dolan Investments.”
“Hey listen, I invested $50 grand in
one of your high-yield funds that promises a 10% annual return for 10 years. I
got my first statement, and I actually lost
10%. What gives?”
“You do.”
“Whaddya mean by that?”
“We took your money and returned
10% to us. Just like we promised. Nowhere
does our sales literature say that you are
going to get the money. We have expenses too. It’s called ‘overhead’, bub.”

“Why, you crooks! I’m going to call
the cops, and …”
“But there’s good news …”
“Oh yeah, like what?”
“Look at it this way: Since your
account is only worth $45 thousand
now, we’re only returning $4,500, or
10%, to ourselves. Remember, we have
expenses. Since the first year it was a
$5,000 “return,” it’s like you will actually
gain $500 this year. When you crunch the
numbers, it’s pretty clear …”
“Pretty clear you guys are crooks!”
“Listen, you seem like a pretty
astute guy. Maybe you simply need other
options.”
“I will agree with you 100% as long as
one of those options is hiring a hit man.”
“In a way, that’s what you will be
doing. See, we want to hook you up with
a hit man.”
“You guys want me to hire a hit
man? Okay, I’ll bite. What are you talking
about?”
“For $500, you will have a hit man.”
“$500 clams … for a hit man? That’s
pretty cheap.”
“Well, he’s retired …”
“What’s this so-called ‘hit-man’s’
name?”
“Grady Sizemore, and we will part
with a Grady Sizemore bobblehead for
only $500 dollars. He was one of the
best ‘hit-men’ in the American League a
couple of decades ago …”
“A bobblehead? For $500? Are you
guys insane?”
“How about a Travis Hafner for
$350? A Paul Sorrento for $25?”
“Hey Dad, I think the investor hung
up. He must have forgotten about the
investment we bilked him out of …”
“See, Paul, the bobblehead bit works
every time, Son, works every time …” 

NATURE & ENVIRONMENT

Lake Erie: Love It, Don’t Trash It
by ELIZABETH HISER

greenisland
is now open!

Same Location, Great New Menu!
Tuesday through Saturday from 2-10 p.m.
Lunch on Fridays, starting Feb. 5 at 11 a.m.

greenisland
restaurant

25517 Eaton Way • Bay Village
(off Columbia Rd.)

440-455-9086 • greenisland.pub
PLEASE PROOFREAD. Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

eenisland

T

his Februar y help the
Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District “Love Lake
Erie” by picking up litter with us! If
we each pick up a few pieces we will
easily surpass our challenge goal to
remove at least 500 pieces of litter
from the county watersheds.
American Rivers sponsors all of
our cleanups and they have introduced us to an App called Litterati.
If you have a smartphone and you
hate litter, we would love for you to
join our Litterati challenge to pick up
and track litter.
Litterati started as one person
taking a photo of a cigarette butt and
sharing it to his Instagram account,
now it is a worldwide community
picking up and tracking litter to help
influence local and government
policy, persuade corporations to use
eco-friendly packaging, and inspire
other individuals to take greater per-

sonal responsibility for the planet we
all call home.
Register on our website to
get cleanup and app details. Visit
cuyahogaswcd.org/events and scroll
to Feb. 14, 2021.
Not able to pick up litter but you
want to help? Let us know about litter
hot spots! If you see an area of your
neighborhood that needs a cleanup,
let us know by sending an email to
ehiser@cuyahogaswcd.org.
You can also let us know about
your efforts on social media by
sharing photos and the hashtags
#CuyahogaConserves #LakeErieStartsHere #LakeErieLoveItDontTrashIt.
Remember that litter does not
disappear. Wind and water move
it from where it is dropped, and it
makes its way into our storm drains,
creeks, streams, lakes, and eventually
the oceans. Help us stop this waste
and keep our drinking water supply
from Lake Erie clean. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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DIGGING DOVER – WESTLAKE

Westlake’s Moses Cleaveland Trees, Revisited: Part 1
by WILLIAM KRAUSE

T

asked me to go into the field to
gather as much information as
I could about the trees.
Here are my results: One
totally healthy tree, three relatively healthy trees with some
dieback due to advanced age,
one appearing to be dying due
to significant bark loss at the
base, one standing dead, six
gone forever without a discernible trace (except maybe an
appearance on old aerial photographs).
The one robustly healthy
designated Moses Cleaveland
tree, and the largest designated
tree in Westlake, is a red oak
located at the rear of Evergreen
Cemetery. It has a diameter of
81 inches at 54 inches above
grade (known in the profession
as DBH – “diameter at breast

height”). The next largest is a
white oak in Bradley Woods with
a possible DBH of 76 inches. It
is visible from the Quarry Trail
and looks even larger because
the trunk is oblong and appears
to be 82 inches DBH from one
direction. It is so large that one
of its limbs that broke off measures 70 feet long and 42 inches
in diameter. The width of the
crown is greater than 100 feet.
The next two largest designated trees are both 56-inch
DBH white oaks. One is located
in the Travel Centers of America
parking lot and the other along
the southern edge of the Clague
Park forest on Hilliard Boulevard
just west of the walking trail.
A particular challenge for
this survey was trying to locate
the seven oak trees that were
designated Moses Cleaveland
trees in 1946 in Clague Park. The
description of the locations was
vague, and a previous attempt
in 2012 located only one tree
with a plaque. While there are
many, many large healthy oak
trees in this forest with a DBH
of 30 inches to 44 inches, all of

the designated trees in Clague
Park ranged from 40-49 inches
DBH in 1946, when they were
plaqued. So, all but one tree, a
44-inch dying white oak were
eliminated from consideration
as possible previously designated Moses Cleaveland trees.
The dying 44-inch tree matches
the location description for a
40-inch DBH tree in 1971.
The one plaqued tree found
in 2012 in Clague Park was
already dead. It still stands, providing habitat, but no longer has
its plaque. It measured 48-inch
DBH in 1971, 2012 and today.
Roy Larick has pointed out
that plaquing living things that
have a life span has its limitations because eventually all
of the Moses Cleaveland trees
will die. White oaks are the
most common surviving Moses
Cleaveland trees. They typically live no more than 200 to
300 years, though some hardy
specimens have been known
to live 600 years. In 2021 it will
be 225 years since Cleveland’s
founder arrived in the Western
Reserve. 

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM KRAUSE

he Moses Cleaveland
Tree plaquing project was
started in 1946 to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Moses Cleaveland landing here in 1796. Its goal was to
designate 150 trees that were
growing in the Cleveland area
when Moses Cleaveland arrived.
Subsequent surveys were done
in 1971, 1976 and later to check
on the status and size of the
originally designated trees and
add new trees to the list.
What we learned is that
the records for the 1946 designated trees were pretty solid
but then the whereabouts of the
list of subsequently designated
trees, if there ever was one, is
unknown. Also, the exact loca-

tion of some of the trees was not
clear.
Roy Larick, retired archaeologist and newly designated
member of the Euclid Tree Commission contacted me disclosing his plan to create a master
list of all of the known Moses
Cleaveland trees, including
precise locations and current
status and size of the trees. He
provided me with a list of trees
in Westlake he compiled from
my articles and other sources.
It showed that nine trees had
been designated in 1946, and
one additional tree in each of
the years 1971, 1976 and 1986
(12 trees total). His project eventually got folded into the goals of
the Forest City Working Group
under the City of Cleveland’s
Office of Sustainability. They

One of the surviving Moses Cleaveland Trees
designated in 1946 in Clague Park.

The massive trunk of possible 76-inch
DBH white oak in Bradley Woods

Robin in the snow by Deborah Arcaro

American Robins can be harder to see during the winter because
they spend more time roosting in trees and less time looking for
food in your yard. They might move south in search of food but
will return when food supplies are more abundant.

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Is it a dinosaur, an elephant, no it is the base of the Moses
Cleaveland white oak in Bradley Woods, designated in 1976.

As I submitted the
above story for publication there is concern
about the potential
loss of a magnificent,
healthy, white oak in
Bay Village. It is located
at 24736 Lake Road and
while it is not a designated Moses Cleaveland tree it is a priceless
survivor that may be as
much as 344 years old.
It is a striking specimen
located on a blufftop
overlooking Lake Erie.
Because it is not visible
from the street it was
never nominated as a
Moses Cleaveland tree
but if it is 344 years old
then it was around when Moses Cleaveland’s great-grandfather was born!
It was the pride and joy of homeowner Abby Sammon, before she died in December
2018. She kept the tree in tip top shape for over 40 years with the help of professional arborists. The property was sold in November of last year and the new owners plan to demolish
the home and the rumor is, possibly the tree. I hope and pray that the rumor is not true. 

WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 2 FEBRUARY 2021

7

BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

Bay Village Schools announces
Scholastic Award winners
by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK
Bay High School is proud to announce that 36 students were recently recognized in the 2021 Scholastic Art
and Writing Awards competition. Of those students, nine
received Gold Key awards, 12 received Silver Key awards
and 16 received Honorable Mentions. The Gold Key award is
the highest honor of distinction in this annual competition,
coordinated and judged by faculty from Cleveland Institute
of Art. Gold Key winners move on to national judging.
ART
Senior Sarah Hardebeck received three Gold Keys in
Photography; Sophomore Kristina Laraway received two
Gold Keys in Photography; Senior Elizabeth Varis received
a Gold Key in Painting; and Senior Kayla Poling received a
Gold Key in Sculpture.
Art submissions were entered into the competition by
Bay High School Art Department faculty Greg Hildebrandt,
Grace Outcalt and Thomas Schemrich, art department chairperson.
“The amount of talent within this group is exceptional,”
said Schemrich. “I have no doubt that many of these students will go on to successfully pursue art careers in college
and beyond.”
WRITING
Senior Kendall Thomas received two Gold Keys, one in
the Short Story category, and one for her Writing Portfolio.
Junior Carli Mendelow received a Gold Key in Poetry.
Writing submissions were entered into the competition
by Bay High School English Department faculty Erin Beirne
and Kristen Srsen Kenney.

“These awards are an exciting highlight during a challenging year,” said Dr. Beatriz
Bishop, chairperson of the Bay Sarah Hardebeck
High School English Department. “We are proud of our talented students for their hard
work.”
Below is a complete list of Bay High School’s awardwinning Art students:
Brook Brewer, painting, honorable mention; Elizabeth
Carney, photography, honorable mention, and drawing &
illustration, honorable mention; Emilia Gulley, painting,
silver key; Sarah Hardebeck, photography, 3 Gold Keys and
1 Silver Key; Angelica Jameson, painting, Silver Key; Anya
Krumbine, painting, Silver Key, and digital art, 1 Silver Key
and 1 honorable mention; Kristina Laraway, photography,
2 Gold Keys and 1 Silver Key; Kayla Poling, sculpture, 1 Gold
Key and 1 honorable mention; Sarah Puterbaugh, photography, 1 Silver Key and 1 honorable mention; Emma Spirollari,
photography, 2 Silver Keys; Elizabeth Varis, painting, 1 Gold
Key, 1 Silver Key and 5 honorable mentions, digital art, 1
Silver Key and 1 honorable mention, and art portfolio, 1
honorable mention; and Masha Waiss, painting, honorable
mention.
Below is a complete list of Bay High School’s awardwinning Writing students:
Sarah Haymond, personal essay & memoir, honorable
mention; Carli Mendelow, personal essay & memoir, 1 Silver
Key, and poetry, 1 Gold Key; Chloe Rickson, poetry, honorable mention; and Kendall Thomas, short story, 1 Gold
Key, and writing portfolio, 1 Gold Key.

“Late Night Portrait,” a Gold Key photo by
Sarah Hardebeck.

“50s Star,” a Gold Key photo by Sarah
Hardebeck.

“Double Sided,” a Gold Key photo by
Sarah Hardebeck.

“Time Grinding Away,” a Gold Key sculpture
by Kayla Poling.

“Brother Looking in Distance,” a Gold Key
photo by Kristina Laraway.
Kristina Laraway

“Sister on Rock, Brother on
Tree,” a Gold Key photo by
Kristina Laraway.
Kayla Poling

Kendall Thomas

Carli Mendelow

“Vin,” a Gold Key painting by
Elizabeth Varis.

Elizabeth Varis

We are the solution to your problem.
• Background Investigations
• Theft / Fraud Investigation
• Due Diligence Investigations
• Internet / Social Media Mining
• Adoption Inquires / Locates

• Bug Sweeps • Surveillance
• Residential / Corporate
Security assessments
• Missing Persons
• Asset Searches

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

• Property Search
• Civil Investigations
• Executive Protection
• Elder Exploitation
• Additional services

(216) 678-9111
www.paragonprivateinvestigations.com
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Annual Village Project gala returns Feb. 27
by DIANE FRYE

G

reat news! NOURISH, the popular fundraising gala benefiting
Village Project, will be held for a
sixth consecutive year.
As always, this eagerly-anticipated
event will be a chance to unite with other
members of the community in support of
this worthwhile local organization. The
COVID-19 crisis has certainly demonstrated how essential human interaction
is to personal fulfillment. As a wise and
talented man, Tom Ford, once said, “The
most important things in life are the connections you make with others.”
We all know that it has been a challenge to physically connect with other
people during this past year. For that
reason, Village Project is very excited to
tell you that NOURISH 2021 will provide
a fun, safe and easy way to make a connection and interact virtually with lots of
great people as we all help to sustain its
mission to come together as a community
of all ages to provide nourishing meals and

extended care and service to our neighbors
battling cancer in Bay Village, Westlake,
Avon, Avon Lake and Rocky River.
This year, NOURISH will take place
in a virtual interactive ballroom utilizing the Remo platform. Once you have
logged in you’ll be able to have real-time,
face-to-face table conversations as well
as large group interactions. The event
also features some of the usual NOURISH
fun, including entertainment and opportunities to win raffle baskets, wonderful
silent auction items, a 50/50 raffle and
a scratch-off game. A video showing the
ease and fun of the Remo event platform
can be found on the VP website: www.
ourvillageproject.com/nourish.
The event will take place on Saturday, Feb. 27, from 7-9 p.m. Everyone is
invited to participate. Guests may attend
NOURISH from home or even from far
away. All you need is a computer with
internet access. Wear whatever you like
– go formal or casual. Have your camera
on or off during the event – it’s up to
you! Invite your out-of-town family and

friends to join you. It is a great opportunity to see and talk to people that perhaps
you have not been able to interact with
for way too long.
There are two different ticket prices
for this year’s event:
Raffle Tickets and Event: $50. This
ticket provides access to the virtual
interactive event plus two 50/50 raffle
tickets. Individual ticket purchases are
recommended to optimize the experience. Dinner and Event: $60 per person.
Each guest has a choice of a vegetarian or
meat entrée, plus a side dish and dessert,
all prepared in the Village Project kitchen
by VP’s skilled staff and volunteers. This
ticket also includes access to the virtual
interactive event, a NOURISH program
and VP swag bag. Food, program and
swag bag can be picked up curbside at
Village Project headquarters on the day
of the event. The deadline for purchasing
event tickets with dinner is Feb. 20.
Not available on the evening of Feb.
27? There are other great ways that you
can help out the cause. You may par-

POETRY & PROSE

ticipate in the raffle and auction even
if you don’t purchase event tickets. The
auction and raffle site will go live for
bidding on Feb. 20. Sponsorships are
available until Feb. 10 and are a great
way to highlight your business while
supporting the community.
To purchase event tickets, T-shirts,
50/50 raffle tickets, and to find out about
sponsorships and additional information about the event, visit Nourish2021.
givesmart.com.
Village Project Executive Director
Barb Harrell invites everyone to join her
for this special event. In her own words,
“Even though in-person, large group
gatherings are on hold, cancer doesn’t
take a break. VP is committed to raising
much-needed funding through NOURISH to provide for our clients battling
cancer. Although we will miss seeing
everyone in person, this virtual platform
is the next best thing.”
All proceeds from this evening will
ensure that Village Project continues
to provide the meals and extended services so needed by its clients in the most
caring, thoughtful and economical way
possible. 

HUMOR

Love wasn’t a cheap greeting card

2 miracles = sainthood

by JOHN BENKO

by GIOVANNI PALMIERO

L

ove wasn’t a cheap greeting card with hollow
promises and apologies written on it. Love
was spending holidays with one another. It
was cooking and eating meals together. It was helping one another when they didn’t ask for it.
Love was holding someone as they cried.
Love was accepting every flaw someone had. Love
was taking in someone who needed a family. Love
wasn’t walking out on your eight year old and then
spending the next decade stringing her along.
Amanda’s mom didn’t love her. She felt stupid
for taking so long to realize that. Swallowed the pain
trying to escape from her throat and wiped away
the water accumulating by her eyes.
The card was still open. The empty white field
behind the cover was filled in with cursive. It was
almost the same as the rest of them. The ink was
blue. The handwriting was nice enough to be typed.
And the content was nothing but flowery praise
and apologies about how she couldn’t “be there.”
The only difference between this and all the other
cards was the inclusion of “I’m so happy to hear
about your acceptance to Indiana State University.
I’m so proud of you.”
No. You’re not, Mom. And you’re not sorry about
not being here. You never were.
She closed the card and picked up the envelope it came it. With a cathartic gait she walked
to her room. On every wall she passed there were
pictures of the Maxwells. Almost every one taken in
the last six years had her in it. The oldest of them
was a picture of her on Christmas. She was on the
old couch with a present on her lap looking at the
camera with her mismatched eyes.
In the drawer of her desk was every card and

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an
appointment:
440-871-0899

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

letter her Mom had ever sent since she left ten years
ago. Ten cards for every birthday and holiday. She
picked up every single one. The stack was near as
thick as a deck of cards.
In the corner of the garage there was a crate
full of old newspaper. Amanda pulled three out
and crumbled them into balls. She put them at the
bottom of a grill chimney then filled the top with
the cards. When space became scarce, she tore the
remaining cards into pieces then wedged them into
empty space.
After five minutes of searching, she found a
lighter. She watched the orange tongue spread
through the paper. Eyes green and brown both
watched as every card blackened, shriveled, and
crumbled. When the fire shrunk into spots of
orange on black she dumped the chimney.
What had been newspaper could not be differentiated from what had been card. They were all
paper ashes lying on a rusted grill caked in the burnt
animal fat. A bittersweet smile grew on her lips.
She put the lighter in the shelf above the newspaper crate. Then put the chimney by the bag of
charcoal. She put the removable grill back followed
by the lid.
She wandered around the backyard for a while.
A car pulled into the gravel driveway. It was Mrs.
Maxwell and Zelda. The latter noticed her.
“Hey Mandy, we need help with the groceries.”
She helped bring the bags in and then helped
to put the food away. When it was all done she
hugged Mrs. Maxwell tightly.
“Oh, uh, thank you. What was that for?”
Amanda pulled away and smiled. She forced
it flat then glanced at the floor.
“It’s … just thank you.” She licked her lips. “For
everything.” 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
FOR BEGINNERS
-have fun meeting others
-have fun learning
-have fun signing
-have fun communicating
-mature ages
-Classes on Zoom
Contact:

valeriebw247@gmail.com
PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved.
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.
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may have the most improbable birth story of anyone you know.
My mother was born in Italy in the early 1910s. She came to
the U.S. at the age of 11 and was put in the first grade. With an
academic career doomed, her father fudged her date of birth so she
could go to work in a sewing factory as soon as possible. When the
Depression hit in 1929 every one of her and her three sisters’ paychecks were crucial to the family’s survival. The family lived on West
69th Street and was among the first families to participate in mass
at the new parish of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.
Father Vincent was the legendary founder of OLMC. He asked
some young ladies to volunteer on Saturdays to clean and prepare
their venue for Sunday Mass. My mother volunteered. One Saturday,
Father Vincent asked if any of the ladies were interested in a vocation
as a nun. My mother raised her hand. Father Vincent told her he knew
her dad and would speak to him about it. Nothing ever came of it so
I’m guessing Father Vincent knew grandpa couldn’t afford the hit to
the family income during those desperate times.
In her 30s an Italian man from the neighborhood whom she had
seen on the streetcar came by the house with his parents to ask my
grandpa for her hand in marriage. A match was made but to everyone’s
dismay he died in 1944 of appendicitis after only 4 months of marriage.
Mom was devastated but with her family and faith she persevered.
Meanwhile my father was a policeman in Italy. During WWII
he was drafted into the Italian Army and took part in the invasion of
Russia. Operation Barbarossa was the largest land battle in the history
of earth. Most of the Italian troops never made it back.
My father told my mother that he was saved by a Polish woman
who put his freezing feet to her bosoms. He made it back to Italy and
in the post-war period when most of the country was desperate he was
able to resume his old carer as policeman. But something was missing.
He wanted a family and one of his friends came back from Cleveland
boasting about plentiful jobs in Cleveland. Americans don’t even wash
dinner dishes, they just throw them out he said, never bothering to
explain the phenomena of paper plates.
His uncle lived in Cleveland and knew my mother’s family and
knew her sad story. A cross-ocean courtship began until finally she
went over there in the early ‘50s and they met and married. He was
42, she was 39. My sister, brother and I followed in quick succession.
Three weeks after my birth my mother turned 43. She had one more
pregnancy after me who was lost to miscarriage.
Through the years I would claim it was a minor miracle that I
made it into this world. Without Father Vincent’s better judgment and
a Polish lady I don’t exist, plus the added danger of older women giving
birth. So now I’ll need a ruling. Two miracles are needed for sainthood.
Does my minor miracle need one more minor miracle and a major one,
or does it stand alone and I only need one more? “Cleveland Diocese,
may I help you?” 
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Bethesda Childcare Center
raising funds for new fence

Pets need your help
by SUSAN MURNANE

T

by JENNA PORTIK

C

PHOTO BY JENNA PORTIK

OVID-19 has brought on a
number of challenges for us all,
especially those who work in the
field of early childhood education. If you
have a child who has been e-learning
this year, I’m sure you can attest to this
now yourself.
Of course the goal for most of us, all
along, has been to find a way to make
in-person learning a success, while also
keeping our children and our families
safest. But what about the child care
centers that don’t have the choice to be
virtual? One of the first things we learned
at the start of this pandemic was that if
people don’t have access to child care,
they can’t go to work.
Bethesda Childcare Center has
made it our mission to not only remain
open during the pandemic, but to continue to serve our children and families in the best way possible. From 3to 5-year-olds in preschool/pre-K, to
before and after care for kindergarten
through 7th grade, they have luckily
been able to make it work. While there
are not as many children walking the
halls right now due to a limited capacity,
the children within those walls couldn’t
be happier. From cooking classes to science experiments, community service
projects and more, the goal has been
to provide quality programs, and now
more than ever, to provide an escape
for these kids who are living through a
pandemic, and handling it much better
than most adults!
Another road block that has come
about for Bethesda Childcare Center
during this time was an inspection by
the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services in summer 2020, which determined the center must put up enough
fencing to completely enclose the grassy
area in which the children play each
day. If you are familiar with the center,

Bethesda students get some
fresh air on a walk around the
neighborhood. The ODJFS is
requiring the childcare center to
install fencing around the yard.
this large open area is one of the best
features of the outdoor space and has
allowed the children to get fresh air
and exercise at a critical time during
the pandemic.
While the center has been blessed
with the ability to budget and save for
this major project a bit, there is no doubt
the need for any assistance we can get.
On Saturday, Feb. 27, from 4-8 p.m., a
fundraiser at the Chipotle in Westlake
will be held to try and raise funds (flyer
required). Donations are also being
accepted; checks can be written out to
Bethesda Childcare Center, and mailed
to 28607 Wolf Road, Bay Village Ohio,
44140.
To receive the Chipotle flyer, or for
more information about how you can
help, email jenna.portik@bethesdaonthebay.org or call 440-808-8802. 
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AND SUPPORT OUR CIVIC GROUPS WHO HAVE A
VOICE IN THIS GREAT COMMUNITY RESOURCE!
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he Friendship Animal Protective
League of Lorain County (Friendship APL) in Elyria often helps Bay
Village and Westlake residents with pet
problems and now they need your help.
On Jan. 22, Friendship APL received
more than 50 sick and vulnerable dogs
and puppies. About 20 of the dogs are
in emergency care for parvovirus; three
have already died, and about 30 dogs
and puppies are in isolation because
they have been exposed to the highly
communicable and deadly disease.
Friendship APL is a private, independent non-profit humane society
that receives no government funding.
They are in dire need of supplies to help
these and other vulnerable animals
including: unopened bags and cans of

food for dogs and cats of all ages; pet
treats; leashes, collars, toys, clean blankets and towels; cleaning supplies such
as bleach and disinfectant wipes; crates
and carriers. Friends of the Bay Village
Animal Kennel (FOBVK) has placed a
blue bin for donations in the lobby of
the Bay Village Police Station, 28000
Wolf Road. Donations will be accepted
through Saturday, Feb. 13.
FOBVK will deliver all donations to
Friendship APL in Elyria. FOBVK is grateful to Friendship APL for its work toward
the humane treatment of all animals in
the Westshore area. Any assistance you
can provide is appreciated by the animals and staff at Friendship APL, and by
their friends at FOBVK.
Financial contributions can be
made directly at friendshipapl.org/
donate. 

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Candy bouquets for Valentine’s Day
by DAVE PFISTER

C

upid here, I just
want to remind
you that The
Westlake Historical
Society will once again
be offering treats for
Valentine’s Day.
This year we will
offer several choices,
including our always
popular Chocolate
Lovers Bouquet! The
Candy Variety option is a mix of popular
chocolates and other types of candies.
All choices include a reusable mug.
If candy is not something you plan
to give to that special someone, try our
tea bouquet. This bouquet consists
of a great assortment of individually
wrapped tea bags.
Lastly, how about a cookie bouquet
loaded with several types of popular
individually wrapped cookies such as
Oreo and Nutter Butter?

Each bouquet
includes a personalized card.
Bouquets are
also available for
many other occasions.
Prices start at
$15 for the small
bouquet, $20 for
medium, and $25
for the large size.
Funds benefit the
Westlake Historical
Society.
Valentine orders need to be placed
by Feb. 12. Bouquets may be picked up
or delivered. Delivery area is limited.
Please call Cupid at 216-848-0680 to
place your order or request more information.
The Little Free Library located
toward the back of the Clague Museum
is currently stocked with “Blind Date
Books.” Love is in the air … so please
stop by and pick one out for yourself! 

Contact Laura Gonzalez, laura@wbvobserver.com or
Nancy Brown, nancy@wbvobserver.com

Calling all artists: Westlake
Art Festival set for July 31
27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village |

(440 ) 871-3234 |

KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧ Pet Friendly
❧ Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧ Independent Living
❧ Resident Activities
❧ Affordable Shopping Nearby
❧ On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service

Live-In Manager

by MICHAEL O’DONNELL

T

he Westlake/Bay Village Rotary
Club is hosting this year’s Westlake Art Festival on Saturday,
July 31, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the
grounds just west of Westlake Porter
Public Library.
The Rotary is looking for top artists in Northeast Ohio to participate in
exhibiting their creativity and unique art
work in a fun-filled festival. In addition
to artists, the Rotary is welcoming Northeast Ohio business sponsors interested in
supporting this premier summer event.
This one-day rain or shine event is

intended to have something for everyone including food trucks, a beer and
wine garden, and plenty of free parking. Artists are encouraged to fill out
an application while booth space is still
available at westlakebayvillagerotaryartfest.com.
Early business sponsors will
receive recognition in advance advertising publications promoting the Art
Festival, in addition to special recognition throughout the event.
For more information about the
Rotary Art Festival, artists, patrons
and sponsors may contact Joe Kraft at
josephkraft@gmail.com. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westlake Porter Public Library
Early February Events
by ELAINE WILLIS
Following is Westlake Porter Public
Library’s early February calendar of events.
All programs are subject to change. Please
check westlakelibrary.org or follow the
library on Facebook and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Thursdays, Feb. 4 and 11 (3:30-4:30
p.m.) WPPL Roblox Club – We have some
private servers set up for Tweens in grades
4-6 to hang out with their friends and enjoy
some of the most popular games via Zoom.
Please register.
Saturday, Feb. 6 (2-3 p.m.) National
Hijab Day: Unveil the Veil – Join us on
Zoom for an informative program presented by the Westside Cleveland Muslim Association (WCMA). Learn the significance
and purpose of the hijab. Presentation
will be followed by discussion and trivia.
Geared toward adults and teens. Please
register.
Sunday, Feb. 7 (2-2:30 p.m.) Ameri-

can Girl Doll Club Pick-Up and Program
(Live) – Valentine’s Day Fun supply kits
will be available beginning Jan. 31. You will
need a kit to participate in the Feb. 7 Zoom
program. Ages 6-10. Please register. Registering for the kit will also register you for
the program. Participants must provide an
email address to receive Zoom instructions.
Monday, Feb. 8 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Baby-

Sitter’s Club Activity Bag Pick Up: Welcome Kit – Welcome to the Baby-Sitters

Club! Pick up your Baby-Sitters Club activity bags at the Youth Services Desk. Grades
5-8. Please register.
Monday, Feb. 8 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Valentine’s Day Craft Pick Up – Get ready for
Valentine’s Day with some fun crafts! Stop
by the Youth Services Department to pick
up your craft kit. Please register.
Monday, Feb. 8 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Crafty
Adults Supply Pick Up – Make a craft
project of your own with this simple pickup kit. For adults with developmental or
intellectual disabilities. While supplies last.
No previous crafting experience necessary.
Some household items, such as glue, scissors or markers will not be included. All
other craft items will be supplied. Kits will

be available for pick-up through 5 p.m. on
Feb. 14. Call 440-250-5471 if you need an
alternate pick-up option.
Monday, Feb. 8 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Tween
Craft Pick-Up – Come to the Drive-Up
Window starting today for a tween craft
kit. Grades 4-6. While supplies last. Please
register.
Mondays, Feb. 8, 15 and 22 (11-11:30
a.m.) Be a Heart Health Hero (Live) –
Join us on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube for
a dose of heart health! Kits for this program
are available beginning Feb. 8 but are not
necessary for participation. This program
is led by a librarian, not a physician or exercise professional. The target audience is
families with special needs. Please register.
Monday, Feb. 8 (7-8:30 p.m.) Maker

Monday: Transferring Memories to
Digital at Home (Live) – On Zoom, learn

what you can check out from WPPL’s NonTraditional Materials Collection to use to
transfer your VHS tapes to DVD, cassettes
to MP3, records to mp3, and more! Suitable for all ages. Please register. Participants must provide a valid email address
to receive Zoom information.
Tuesday, Feb. 9 (11-11:30 a.m.) and
Wednesday, February 10 (6:30-7 p.m.)
Family Storytime (Live) – Join us on
Zoom for an interactive storytime featuring books, rhymes, songs and movement.
For families with children up to 2-6, siblings welcome. Please register. Participants
must provide an email address to receive
Zoom instructions.
Tuesday, Feb. 9 (1-3 p.m.) Career

Transition: Communicating with
Employers (Live) – Join us on Zoom as

Cynthia Wilt explores the many methods
for connecting with employers available
to us these days. How are your skills for
getting them to see you, know you, or contact you? What is appropriate and what
is effective? Let’s talk about the Do’s and
Don’ts to save you both time and energy
getting through the Hiring Maze. Please
register.
Tuesday, Feb. 9 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tuesday
Evening Book Discussion (Live) – Join
us on Zoom for a discussion of “The Lost
Man” by Jane Harper. Please register to
receive a Zoom invitation. Participants

without a computer, tablet or smartphone
can join using a traditional phone.
Wednesday, Feb. 10 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.)

Teddy Bear Picnic Craft Kit Pick-Up –

Pick up a teddy bear craft kit beginning Feb.
10! Ages 3-6. Registration begins Feb. 3.
Wednesday, Feb. 10 (11-11:30 a.m.)
Teddy Bear Picnic (Live) – Bring your
favorite teddy bear or stuffed animal and
join us on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube
for a virtual picnic! There will be stories,
rhymes and teddy bear craft ideas! Ages 3-6.
Wednesdays, Feb. 10 and 24 (4-5 p.m.)
Teen Writers Group (Live) – A Zoom
meet-up for writers in grades 7-12. This
is a dedicated hour to just write. We’ll save
the last 15 minutes for any writer in need
of some group brainstorming. Registration
begins one week before each program. Participants must provide an email address in
order to receive Zoom instructions.
Wednesday, Feb. 10 (7-8:30 p.m.)

The Beatles in Cleveland (Virtual) –

Join author Dave Schwensen as he talks
about the Beatles’ two historic Cleveland
concerts. This program will feature music,
video and trivia. Please register. After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email with information about joining the
webinar.
Thursday, Feb. 11 (11-11:30 a.m.)
Barnyard Storytime (Live) – Join us on
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube as Suma
makes a barnyard visit!
Thursday, Feb. 11 (1-7 p.m.) and
Friday, January 15 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) Ameri-

can Red Cross Bloodmobile

Friday, Feb. 12 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) Barnyard Stuffed Animal Pick-Up – Suma
visited the barnyard and brought lots
of new pals back to the library with her.
Now they need a home! Stop by the Youth
Services Department to adopt a stuffed
animal friend! Registration begins Feb. 5.
Friday, Feb. 12 (4-4:30 p.m.) Cup of
Science (Live) – Join Miss Holly on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube for a fun video
on Static Electricity! Recommended for
ages 4-6.
Saturday, Feb. 13 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.)
STEAM Maker Lab Supply Pick-Up – Join
us to celebrate chemistry and art! Chemistry is a part of everything, including art.
Kits available in the Youth Services Department from Feb. 13 through 5 p.m. on Feb.
20. Grades 3-5. Please note: Registration
for the pick-up also registers you for the
Feb. 20 STEAMMaker program on Zoom.
Please provide an email address to receive

Zoom instructions.
Saturday, Feb. 13 (11-11:30 a.m.)
Adapted Storytime (Live) – Join us for
this Zoom storytime designed for children
who may not be successful in a typical
storytime. Content is geared toward ages
3-7 years. Registration begins Feb. 6. Participants must provide an email address
to receive Zoom instructions.
Monday, Feb. 15 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) DIY
Bird Feeder Supply Pick-Up – Make your
own bird feeder with recycled materials to
feed the birds all year long. Materials will be
available for pick-up through 5 p.m. on Feb.
21. Grades K-4. Registration begins Feb. 8.
Monday, Feb. 15 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Teen
Craft Pick Up – Come to the Drive-Up
Window to pick up a craft kit from February 1-7. Grades 7-12. Registration begins
one week before each pick-up.
Monday, Feb. 15 (7-8:30 p.m.) Inves-

tors Interest Group: Zoom Edition (Live)
– Join us for “Estate Planning: Why Most
Estate Plans Fail and What To Do About
It.” In a world of mounting financial uncertainty, high divorce rates, aggressive lawsuits, and rising health care costs, proper
estate planning has become essential. This
seminar will discuss why most estate plans
fail to protect your family and assets from
unnecessary expenses and risks. You will
learn about avoiding probate, protecting
your family, and preserving the tax deferral
benefits of retirement plans for your heirs.
Presented by Joseph Motta, estate planning & elder law attorney.
Tuesday, Feb. 16 (4-5:15 p.m.) Is

Starting a Nonprofit Right for You?
– Starting a nonprofit can seem terrifi-

cally complicated – is it worth it? This class
can help you decide. In this session you’ll
learn the legal and logistical elements
necessary to start a successful nonprofit.
You’ll also learn about possible alternatives to starting your own nonprofit that
you may not have considered. Finally,
you’ll be introduced to a tool that will help
you assess your own readiness to move
forward. Please register.
Tuesdays, Feb. 16 (7-8 p.m.) Currently
Reading (Live) – Bring a book to rave
about or find your next favorite! An open
discussion for teens in grades 7-12 who
love to read. Registration begins one week
before each session. Participants must
provide an email address to receive Zoom
instructions..
To register for any of the programs,
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

PET CARE

Meet Ernie: A Bay Village Celebrity
by NANCY BROWN

A

lmost each day at the Village Project headquarters
in Bay Village, you can be
certain to be met by Ernie! Ernie
has served as the non-profit
organization’s mascot for the last
eight years.
Barb Harrell, Executive
Director and owner/mom to
Ernie, stressed she absolutely
loves rescue dogs but it was
important to have a hypo-allergenic dog because most clients
are immune compromised.
Ernie is a an 8-year-old Mini
Goldendoodle, a cross between a
Golden Retriever and a miniature

poodle, who has been trained as
a service dog and involved in
promotions and events along
with greeting everyone that has
visited the Village Project office
and Project Shoppe located on
West Oviatt Road. He even was
falsely arrested by Sgt. Mark Gillespie of the Bay Village Police
Department as part of a fundraising effort. Ernie’s bail was met
and the BVPD donated the funds
along with helping promote a
T-shirt sale leading up to the big
event to the Village Project.
The Village Project serves
families struggling with the devastating effects of cancer who live
in Bay Village, Westlake, Avon,

Avon Lake and Rocky River. Their
mission is to come together as a
community of all ages to provide
nourishing meals and extended
care to our neighbors who are
experiencing cancer. The Village
Project Shoppe carries a variety of
wonderful gifts and must-haves
to decorate your home, take-out
meals and, of course, gifts for and
about canines. Some cats, too.
Ernie received training at
Paws By The Lake in Avon Lake
and working with his breeder. He
proudly wears his working vest
and knows when it’s on he is on
active duty. Move over Elton John,
Ernie has a huge wardrobe for all
of his events. He’s a big walker in

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

town and people know him. A
local celebrity of sorts.
Ernie’s personal veterinarian, Dr. Frank Krupka, compliments that Ernie is very personable, quick to make eye contact,
a real people pleaser and always
looking like his Sunday best!

In fact, before Covid made
its impact, volunteer kids would
walk him too. He had regular visitors like Ed Godic with his dogs
Sparky and Bailey. Covid has created boredom and lately Ernie
has been getting into trouble.
With events like Nourish and
Pedal Project right around the
corner, Ernie will be in his element and his loves the children
and the limelight!
Ernie invites you to keep
up on the upcoming events
with the Village Project right
here in the Observer and at the
Village Project website, ourvillageproject.com.
Please consider becoming a
Village Project volunteer or learn
how else you can donate. Ernie
will likely meet you at the door
or might even let you take him
for a walk. 
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Westlake Educational Foundation COVID-19 testing at Tri-C’s
Westshore Campus on Feb. 4
returns with raffle fundraiser
by JOSEPH KRAFT

T

he Westlake Educational Foundation,
along with the Westlake Music Boosters, the Westlake PTAs, the Westlake
Demons Athletic Boosters, and the Westlake
Alumni Association, will hold a drawing to
give away a new 2020 Chevy Trax, donated by
Serpentini Chevrolet of Westlake.
“We’re delighted to be in partnership with
Serpentini Chevrolet for the ‘Win This Car”
give-away,” said Westlake Schools’ Superintendent Dr. Scott Goggin. “What an exciting
way to jump-start our fundraising to start the
new year.”
After a brief hiatus, the Westlake Educational Foundation is once again an active
501(c)(3) organization within the Westlake
community. The Foundation’s newly stated
mission is to enhance opportunities and experiences of Westlake City Schools’ students in
the endeavor to Educate for Excellence.
Similar to past activities, the Foundation
will raise funds and award grants to Westlake
City School District teachers and staff for educational initiatives not typically funded by the
school district’s operating budget. While the
new mission of the resurrected Foundation is
much more succinct than its former mission
statement, its method for achieving its mission will still involve raising funds to enhance
education within the Westlake City Schools
beyond the parameters of traditionally funded
programs.
Grant possibilities are limitless. Teachers, students and administrators have recently
written grants and have received funding for
mental wellness programs; literary arts programs; performing arts programs; and engineering department projects including UAS/
UAV (Unmanned Aerial Systems/Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles), laser technology and 3-D
printers.
The Foundation is actively building its
resources by seeking and securing funding
from its relationships with local businesses,
community members, families and other
foundations. To maximize the benefit within
the Westlake City Schools, the Foundation is

partnering with the following organizations:
Westlake City Schools PTAs, Westlake Music
Boosters, Westlake Demons Athletic Boosters and Westlake Alumni Association. These
organizations will share in the fundraising
effort and have donated additional prizes for
the drawing, including the Ultimate Demons
Fan Package, gift certificates and cash awards.
A limited number of raffle tickets are
available through Feb. 14. Tickets are $25
each and can be purchased online at WEFCarRaffle2021.cheddarup.com. The drawing
will be live-streamed on Feb. 16 during halftime of the Westlake High School boys varsity
basketball game. Each ticket will include a
service coupon from Serpentini Chevrolet
($20 value). For more information go to www.
wlake.org/about-us/westlake-educationalfoundation. If you would like to make a general tax-deductible donation to the Westlake
Educational Foundation, you can do so by
visiting wefdonations.cheddarup.com.
The Westlake Educational Foundation,
sanctioned by the Westlake City Schools Board
of Education, was founded in 1987 as a community trust to meet the needs of education
beyond the parameters of traditionally funded
programs.
The Board of Education breathed new
life into the Foundation recently, initiating
the necessary steps to reinstate its non-profit
status. To that end, the BOE redrafted the
Foundation Code of Regulations and established a new board of directors: Superintendent of Schools Dr. Scott Goggin, chairman
of the board; Associate Superintendent Kathi
Maxwell, board member; Ann Beyer, secretary of the board; Craig Catanzarite, board
member; Mary Essig, president of the board;
Paul Nebraska, treasurer of the board; Joe
Kraft, board member. The board is further
advised by Westlake City Schools Treasurer,
Todd Hopkins.
Additionally, the membership of the
Foundation shall be comprised of the current
members of the Westlake Board of Education.
These recent organizational changes ensure
the Foundation’s ongoing viability, including
Board of Education oversight. 

BVPD statement on Bay High lockdown
Bay Village Police Dept. Press Release
by SGT. ROBERT GILLESPIE
On Jan. 29, at 12:57 p.m., the Bay Village
Police Department received a call from a person
with a male’s voice reporting that an individual
was in one of the high school bathrooms with
guns and knives, threatening to shoot up the
school. Bay Village Dispatch advised the School
Resource Officer and patrol officers were dispatched to the scene. The school was notified
and was put on lockdown. Mutual aid was
requested from surrounding agencies.
Officers on scene performed a systematic,
protective sweep of the building finding no
active threats. A second, more thorough, search
was conducted with no results. At this point,
students were methodically released from their
classrooms and escorted to school busses that
were staged nearby. They were then taken by
school bus to Bay Presbyterian Church where
they were reunited with their parents.
Bay Village Detectives are investigating
the incident. There have been NO arrests
made in this case. Any names being associ-

ated with this case should not be deemed
valid unless released by the Bay Village Police
Department. It appears at this point that there
was never any threat to Bay High Students
or staff, rather this was a potential incident
of “Swatting” or purposely causing alarm
through police response.
There were no injuries during this event
but a squad was called for a student having an
anxiety attack. She was treated and released on
scene to her parents.
The Bay Village Police Department would
like to thank those who assisted with this
matter. Officers from the following agencies
assisted at the Bay High:
Ohio State Highway Patrol, Cleveland
Metroparks Police, North Olmsted Police,
Avon Lake Police, Westlake Police, Rocky River
Police, The Westshore Enforcement Bureau,
Bay Village Fire Department, Bay Village Auxiliary Police, Jodie Hausmann - Bay Village
School Superintendent, Jason Martin - Bay
High School Principal, Bay Village High School
Staff, Bay High student and parents for their
understanding and patience. 

by JOHN HORTON

D

rive-thru COVID-19 testing
will be offered Thursday,
Feb. 4, at the Westshore
Campus of Cuyahoga Community
College (Tri-C) through a partnership with Care Alliance Health
Center.
Testing begins at 11 a.m. No
testing will be done after 2 p.m. It
is recommended that individuals
arrive at least an hour before the
site closes in order to get through
the line. Testing is completed on a
first-come, first-served basis. No
appointment is necessary.
The testing service is available
to area residents as well as Tri-C
students, faculty and staff. The program offers testing to individuals
regardless of their symptom status,
insurance status or ability to pay.
Individuals will not be charged for

the test.
A government-issued ID with
name and address is required for
testing. Those with health coverage
are asked to bring their insurance
card.
Westshore Campus is located
at 31001 Clemens Road in Westlake.
Testing will take place behind the
Liberal Arts and Technology building.
Visit tri-c.edu/covidtest or
call 216-317-1250 for more information and other testing dates at
College sites. Individuals can also
call to schedule testing appointments at the Care Alliance Central
Clinic, located at 2916 Central Ave.
in Cleveland.
Test results are communicated to individuals by phone within
approximately one week. Reporting
could take longer during periods of
high-volume testing. 

Help Support the Observer
The Observer is offered as a free
community newspaper thanks to
the civic-minded businesses and
organizations that support our citizens
project through advertising.
Help sustain this community project by
participating as an advertising partner.

Call us today for great rates at
440-409-0114 or email us at
staff@wbvobserver.com
Students reunite with parents at Bay Presbyterian Church
photos by Brian Furukawa

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Saxophone virtuoso to perform in livestream concert
by CAROL JACOBS

T

he Rocky River Chamber Music
Society will host a virtual concert
by Steven Banks, saxophone virtuoso, and Xak Bjerken, pianist, in the
outstanding acoustical environment
of West Shore Unitarian Universalist
Church. The audience will be at home
viewing and listening to the concert on

either Facebook Live or YouTube. Access
to the concert will be available by using
one of the following links shortly before
the beginning of the concert on Monday,
Feb. 15, 7:30 p.m.: bit.ly/RRCMS_Facebook or bit.ly/RRCMS_YouTube.
Since the saxophone is rarely heard
as a solo concert instrument, Mr. Banks
and Mr. Bjerken will perform works by
Mozart and Schumann that modern

We need your help

I’d like to help support the Observer!

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging
Westlake and Bay Village residents.
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness
matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.
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Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

by TARA WENDELL

PHOTOS BY DENNY WENDELL

Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

estlake was all abloom again this
summer as gardeners across the city
took to the soil in hopes of winning
the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom,
the community beautification program that
began with planting day on May 17, concluded
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.
More than 300 entrants competed in 23
categories, varying in scale from expansive
business landscaping all the way down to residential window box gardens. As in years past,
the judging panel included master gardeners,
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top
three finishers in each category, with the firstplace winners receiving $25 gift certificates to
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.
» See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

by WENDY HANNA

retirement

early.

he Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit
has always been a popular one at
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.
A highlight is a hive framed in glass found
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all
ages can get up close and peer into the heart
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have
watched this hive grow and strengthen over
the past several years.
The exhibit also includes another hive
located in the interior courtyard. With the help
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have
become extremely active and are thriving.
Mr. Danniger anticipates that this
is the first year honey will be able to be
extracted from these outdoor hives. While
the bees produced honey last year, it
remained in the hives to strengthen and
encourage the growth
of the community.
Lake Erie Nature
& Science Center is offering a free
event when the honey Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son,
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake
Erie Nature and Science Center.
» See BEEHIVES page 2

You

by JIM DISPIRITO

see, with each tick of the second

to T find out what a Raymond

hand,

edges

James financial advisor can do

closer. Which is why we’ve always

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

your

retirement

he City of Westlake recently wrapped up
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake
companies against one another, all in good fun. Now
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the
Westlake recreation department.
Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health,
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball,
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races
were held at various venues throughout the city. The
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international
provider of material durability testing with corporate
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Mike Nock
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Julie & Al Paulus
Jim Potter
Connie Priest
Tim Rasgaitis
David & Amy Rencehausen
Carole Roske
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Louis Ruscitto
Victor Rutkoski
George Ryan
Mike & Julie Scanlan
Patti, Dominic & Gianni Sclimenti
Todd & Barb Semroc
Nancy Sheehan
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THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five

wanted to do. It’s time

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

artists have arranged specifically for
saxophone. Recognized for his “glowing mahogany tones” and “breathtaking
performances,” Steven Banks captured
first prize at the 2019 Young Concert
Artists International Auditions. He has
performed with symphony orchestras
across the United States, including The
Cleveland Orchestra, under such conductors as Franz Welser-Möst and Jahja

Ling. Currently Steven Banks serves as
assistant professor of saxophone at Ithaca
College. Xak Bjerken, professor of piano
at Cornell University, has performed on
stages in the United States, Europe and
Asia, and has recorded for Chandos and
Albany Records.
The Rocky River Chamber Music
Society presents concerts at no cost for
Northeast Ohio audiences. Donations are
always welcome. For more information,
visit www.rrcms.org, or follow RRCMS on
Facebook and Twitter. 

Animal Hospital

Marilyn Sommer
Lysa Stanton & Dave Pfister
James Stevenson
Kathleen Swetkis
Nick & Judy Taranto
Barbara Taushanoff
Terri Telepak
Brian Thompson
Judy & Don Trask
Village Bicycle Cooperative
Westlake Kiwanis Club
Shirley Whitbeck
Cynthia White
Marge Widmar
Edward L. Wilkinson Sr
Peter & Kathy Winzig
Barb & Ian Woodburn
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

HOT DIGGITY D G

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

» See CHALLENGE page 12

The Westside’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

HOT DIGGITY D G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975
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More stories,
photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
PLEASE
PROOFREAD.

Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

“We take the
worry out of
being away”

• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time /
special requests
• All in the surroundings
of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com

440-823-9159

Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

Owner Nancy Brown
and Montana

