
by DIANE FRYE

A decade has passed since Bay Vil-
lage resident Barb Harrell first 
laid eyes on “Nourishing Connec-

tions,” a cookbook published by Ceres 
Community Project of Sebastopol, Cali-
fornia. She was intrigued and inspired 
by the Ceres Project’s innovative concept 
of using local teenage cooks to prepare 
nutritious meals for people in their com-
munity who are experiencing health 
problems. She traveled to California to 
find out more. This little, spiral-bound 
cookbook set Barb’s life on a new path.

On Sept. 24, 2010, Village Project was 
born with its mission to come together 
as a community of all ages to provide 
nourishing meals and extended care and 
service to our neighbors experiencing 
cancer.

Barb had no problem enlisting the 
help she needed to make her vision a real-

ity. In just weeks, Bay Village embraced the 
fledgling Village Food Project, as it was 
called then, and volunteers eagerly came 

forward to share their time and 
resources with the new project.

On Feb. 1, 2011, Village 
Food Project prepared its first, 
nutritious meals in the base-
ment kitchen of Bay Presby-
terian Church and delivered 
them to four families in Bay Vil-
lage who were struggling with 
cancer. Under the supervision 
of volunteer adult cooks, teens 
took responsibility for the major 
portion of meal preparation 
and packaging. Through this 
experience, local teens learned 
about nutrition, meal planning, 
cooking, and most importantly, 
the joy of serving others.

After only one year of 
operation, Village Project more 

than doubled its client base and was sup-
ported by more than 100 volunteers. 
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Westlake to send supplies to 
hurricane-ravaged Louisiana

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Police Department, the 
City of Westlake and Westlake Kiwanis 
have joined together to gather dona-

tions for the victims of Hurricane Laura. 
They need your help to help them. They will 
be loading an 18-wheeler full of supplies to 
be taken to Louisiana to be distributed as 
needed. The need is great, for this is one of 
the most deadly storms to hit Louisiana. 

Bring your donations for the victims 
of Hurricane Laura to the Westlake Police 
Garage, 27700 Hilliard Blvd., throughout 
the month of September. Items that are 
needed are: bottled water, non-perishable 
food items, gently used or new cloth-
ing, pet supplies and food, toiletries and 
household items.

For more information contact Rick 
Grane of the Westlake Kiwanis Club, 440-
829-0974 or rickgrane@aol.com. 

Louisiana National Guard members help clear roadways and assess damages on 
Aug. 27, 2020, in Lake Charles, Louisiana, after Hurricane Laura made landfall the 
night before. 
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Tri-C Westshore 

to offer free 
COVID-19 testing

by JOHN HORTON

Drive-thru and walk-up COVID-
19 testing will be offered at 
the Westshore Campus of 

Cuyahoga Community College during 
fall semester through a partnership 
with Care Alliance Health Center.

Testing will take place on three 
Thursdays – Sept. 17, Oct. 15 and Nov. 
12 – for Tri-C students, faculty and staff, 
as well as community residents. Hours 
are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day.

The program offers testing to 
individuals regardless of their symp-
tom status, insurance status or ability 
to pay. Individuals will not be charged 
for the test. 

No appointment is necessary, 
though individuals are asked to call 
216-317-1250 to get pre-screened to 
expedite the process. Testing will be 
done on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Westshore Campus is located at 
31001 Clemens Road in Westlake. 

Testing will also be offered at 
three other Tri-C campuses — Eastern 
Campus in Highland Hills, Metropoli-
tan Campus in Cleveland and West-
ern Campus in Parma. Visit tri-c.edu/
covidtest for more information. 

Individuals can also call to sched-
ule testing appointments at the Care 
Alliance Central Clinic, located at 2916 
Central Ave. in Cleveland. 

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

A fund has been established 
by the Bay Village His-
torical Society (BVHS) to 

honor the memory of longtime 
Bay Village historian Kay Rothaer-
mel Laughlin.

“Kay Laughlin will always 
hold a special spot in our hearts. 
Her loss will be felt profoundly for 
years to come by so many of us,” 
said Cathy Flament, current Bay 
Village Historical Society presi-
dent. “Her knowledge about our 
local history and commitment to 
sharing her vast wealth of infor-
mation will be hard to match. 
Losing her to COVID-19 was a 
wakeup call as to how devastating 
and widespread the implications 
of this pandemic have been.

“After discussing with her 
family the best way to memorial-
ize her dedication, we felt a fund 
for Kay would be an honorable 
way to keep her legacy going. We 
have set up the Kay Rothaermel 
Laughlin Fund for Preservation 

Historical Society 
establishes fund 

in memory of 
Kay Laughlin

Village Project celebrates 10-year milestone

 See LAUGHLIN page 2

 See VILLAGE PROJECT page 2

Village Project relies on teenage cooks and 
volunteers of all ages to prepare and deliver 
nutritious meals to people in the community 
experiencing cancer.

Westlake resident Kendall Adams 
and her family have been making 
Birthday Bags for Westlake Meals 
on Wheels recipients.

 See story on page  4
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and Education that will help fund 
current and future projects. There will 
also be a bench dedicated in the rose 
garden at Cahoon Memorial Park, next 
to her sister Gay,” Flament noted.

Kay Rothaermel Laughlin was 
born on Feb. 21, 1937, and passed 
away on July 25, 2020. No one knew 
more about the history of Bay Village 
than Kay. Along with her sister Gay, 
she wrote, “Bay Village: A Way of Life” 
in 1974, the first written history of the 
town. In 2007, Kay and Ginny Peter-
son compiled a picture book, “Bay 

Village,” collecting the pictures and 
writing the content. Kay began writing 
her, “Snippets of Bay Village History” 
column in the Observer in 2015, pen-
ning more than 100 articles.

Kay joined the Bay Village His-
torical Society in 1968 and served as 
president for two years in 1976. She 
was part of the team that opened Rose 
Hill Museum in 1974. She was a docent 
for 20 years at Rose Hill Museum and 
became the society’s historian.

Donations to the Kay Rothaermel 
Laughlin Fund for Preservation and 
Education can be mailed to BVHS, 
P.O. Box 40187, Bay Village, OH 44140. 
Please write a note on or with the check 
explaining that it is for Kay’s fund. 
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In 2012, Avon Lake was added 
to the area that VP served, and by 
mid-year, further growth neces-
sitated a search for a larger base of 
operations. In September 2013, VP 
volunteers renovated and moved into 
a 3,500-square-foot facility on West 
Oviatt Road offering meeting space, 
an activity area, office space, storage 
and a commercial kitchen. The new, 
larger facility made it possible for 
Village Project to serve Rocky River, 
as well.

As the need grew in the area, both 
Westlake (2015) and Avon (2017) were 
added to the communities that Vil-
lage Project serves. Because Village 
Project’s client base had increased 
600% since its inception, the orga-
nization knew it must try to address 
space limitations in its facility that 
threatened to prevent further growth. 
Project Pillar, VP’s expansion fund-
ing initiative, was launched in early 
2018, and by September of that year 
the expanded facility, incorporating 
the part of the building that formerly 
housed Thomas & Thomas Photog-
raphy Studio, was completed. The 
facility now had the ability to double 
the number of client meals, thereby 
serving twice as many clients, had 
additional storage and room for vol-
unteer training, as well as client and 
community engagement, including 
cooking classes.

Through the years, many people 
asked if they could purchase some of 
the tasty and wholesome foods that 
VP has shared with their clients. The 

newly expanded headquarters build-
ing enabled VP to open a retail shop 
to do just that. Not only does Project 
Shoppe offer two healthy entrees each 
week for carry-out purchase, there is 
also a wonderful selection of locally-
sourced gift items, including specialty 
vinegars, granola, herbed salts and 
even dog treats made right in the Vil-
lage Project kitchen with the freshest, 
organic ingredients.

Ten years in, over 35,000 meals 
and extended services have been 
provided to over 350 families living in 
Bay Village, Westlake, Avon, Avon Lake 
and Rocky River. In addition to the 
nutritious meals, clients also receive 
extended support such as yard clean-
up, errand running, holiday baskets, 
flower bouquets and more. Volunteers 
number beyond 600, from 2 to 90 
years of age. The benefit of working in 
a multi-generational volunteer setting 
has been a tremendous gift to those 
involved, resulting in appreciation 
and respect for others’ gifts, talents, 
experience, wisdom and energy.

Barb Harrell would like to thank 
each individual and family for their 
involvement with Village Project over 
the years and ask everyone to consider 
making a $10 donation in support of 
VP’s operations. To help celebrate the 
anniversary, customers will also enjoy 
10% off all Project Shoppe purchases 
during the month of September. More 
information about Village Project can 
be found at www.ourvillageproject.
com or by calling 440-348-9401. 

“It’s about so much more 
than cancer or having 

cancer. It really is about 
community.”

     – Nancy Brown, Client

VILLAGE 
PROJECT           
from front page    

Barb Harrell, left, started Village Project in 2010 in the basement of 
Bay Presbyterian Church, serving four clients. In the decade since, 
more than 35,000 meals and services have been provided to over 
350 families.



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 1 SEPTEMBER 2020 3

by DIANE REHOR

A series of articles that aims to 
inspire readers to take the risk to 
try something new, see the positive 
in life, and recognize that every-
day people can make a difference 
by following their passions.

Inspirational people are 
all around us. In fact, they 
could be right in your own 

back yard. Meet my neighbor, 
Kate Kerlin.  

“I wake up happy every 
morning. I know that’s a bless-
ing,” says Kate, a Bay Village 
newcomer. Growing up third 
of nine children, living in a 
1,300-square-foot Parma bun-
galow, life could have been per-
ceived as chaotic. Yet, Kate says, 
“It was such a loving place to 
be. I felt blessed to be raised in 
a family with so much support.”

Kate’s cheerful, of-service 
attitude is inspiring because 
Kate was not dealt an easy 
hand. At age 41, Kate’s beloved 
husband passed away 42 days 
after being diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer, requiring Kate 
to re-career to provide for her 
children, ages 12 to 21. Despite 
tragedy, Kate’s goal was not to 
survive but to thrive.

Kate began classes at Tri-C. 
“I was a Teacher’s Aide, so I 

thought I’d become a teacher. 
I realized that would not afford 
my children to go to the colleges 
of their choice,” says Kate.  She 
switched to real estate courses, 
passing her licensing test in 
1999. Kate joined a Century 21 
office in Parma, quickly earning 
“Rookie of the Year.” She stayed 
a top producer every year of her 
20-year career.

“I had blinders on – all I did 
was real estate, putting money 
in the bank for college. There 
were some scary times when 
you are the sole breadwinner!” 
says Kate. In 2014, her son-in-
law, Dave Breslin, joined her and 
they worked side-by-side for the 
next five years to continue grow-
ing the business.

I asked, “How did you 
cope?” Kate replied, “The dear 
Lord took Jim away and I knew 
He was going to provide for me. I 
got up every morning ready, will-
ing and able to work with what 
I was presented. I put it in the 
Lord’s hand. I learned early in 
life that I am not in charge, but 
someone grander than me was. 
I just always prayed.”

Through Kate’s hard work 
and dedication, she was able to 
send her girls to Bowling Green 
State University, Drexel Univer-
sity, Boston University and New 
York University.

I asked Kate what inspired 
her to venture from Parma to Bay 
Village in 2015. “My daughter, 
Jess Breslin, is the Branch Man-
ager of the Bay Village Library. 
When I helped her with philan-
thropic activities for the library, 
I enjoyed the energy of the com-
munity,” says Kate. “Bay Village 
reminded me of when I was a 
child, my family would pack up 
and go to Huntington Beach. 
They were my favorite days of the 
summer,” Kate adds. Kate also 
wanted an active community. 
“Bay Village streets are crowded 
with walkers!” she laughs. 

Kate has completely trans-
formed her dated 1955 brick 
ranch into a warm, inviting 
home. “When I first moved in 
and was painting my front door, 
a couple walking by compli-
mented me on my door color. 
I replied, ‘I wish I could finish 
it but I don’t have a ladder tall 
enough.’ Five minutes later, 
the gentleman came back with 
a ladder! I thought, ‘I moved to 
Mayberry, R.F.D.!’ I knew I was 
in the right place.”

In January, Kate was so 
excited to hand over the reins 
of her business to her son-in-
law and retire to a world of play, 
travel and meeting new people. 
Then Covid-19 hit. Once again, 
not the plan. Did she complain? 

No. Instead, she looked for 
ways to make a difference. She 
consistently offered her service 
to neighbors – shoveling five 
driveways during a snowstorm, 
pruning bushes, dropping off 
food and rotating “Don’t Give 
Up” yard signs throughout our 
neighborhood. “If I see some-
thing that needs done, I do it,” 
says Kate.

One day, Kate was walk-
ing by the BAYarts gardens and 
noticed they needed weeding. 
“I spoke with my neighbor who 
works at BAYarts to inquire. She 
introduced me to the Bay Vil-
lage Garden Club and gave me 

permission to do what I wanted 
in the gardens. I weeded, threw 
in some extra plants I had in 
my garden and worked with the 
amazing Garden Club women to 
clean up the gardens,” explains 
Kate. “It’s the little things you do 
on a daily basis with a smile on 
your face that gets you through 
life.”

Kate’s most recent addition 
to her home is a front patio. “I 
just love it when people walk by 
and stop and chat,” says Kate. 
“I am just fine making someone 
else’s day a little brighter.”

May we all be inspired by 
Kate’s motto. 

Kate Kerlin enjoying her new patio.

Kate Kerlin, Bay Village Garden Club member
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Your family. Our purpose.
Together.

 800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.org/

Family caregivers consistently tell us, 
“Now that we have experienced 

your hospice care, we wish we 
would have called sooner.” 

You don’t have to do this alone. 
We focus on improving quality of life for 

our patients and their loved ones to ensure 
that each moment is filled with comfort.  

Hospice of the Western Reserve is here 24/7. 
Call us today. 

INSIST
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by JEFF BING

Before we begin this issue’s foray 
into literary excellence, in spite 
of having spent the last several 

days in Fairview Hospital for a malady, 
the cause of which is yet TBD, there are 
a few things I need to get off my chest. As 
you will see, things some of which have 
been festering for a long, long time.

Seriously, how come it’s called Fair-
view Hospital if it’s located in Cleveland? 
Fairview’s just on the other side of the 
valley, no? I’m way too lazy to verify this 
but I’ll bet that long, long ago Cleveland 
annexed the hospital side. Why? Probably 
just because they could. I guess the city 
of Fairview should be happy the hospi-
tal still bears their name. Possibly one of 
the very first “naming rights” deals ever 
negotiated.

And what’s with the asking of my 
name and birthday seemingly every 30 

seconds? Heck, I was born in that hospital; 
shouldn’t they already have that informa-
tion? Or is the real objective actually to 
just keep asking away until I make a mis-
take and then using that as justification 
for throwing my rear out? A tricky bunch, 
I tell you.

In a similar vein (much like my IV) 
why do I have to keep giving them my pain 
level (on a scale of 0-10) even more fre-
quently? I mean, you smile and tell ‘em the 
level is zero, the nurses do a happy dance 
and toss macaroons into your mouth. It 
also begs the question of what the heck 
you’re doing there in the first place if 
you’re doing that well? But you throw a 
ten their way and that’s your fast track to 
the morphine drip.

So I messed with them and alternated 
between zero and 10. See, I prefer my 
macaroons with morphine on the side. 
Yum! (Side note: after watching Clevinger 
struggle for the first two innings against 

the Twins the other night, I’ll bet even the 
cardboard cutouts of folks in the stands 
could have registered pain numbers of 
7+ (and eagerly qualified for some of that 
morphine.)

Did you ever have to snake a clogged 
toilet in your home? Since I was admit-
ted to the hospital via the ER, I had to be 
COVID tested to make sure I wasn’t one of 
“them.” (No, I don’t mean the Roto-Rooter 
man, I mean COVID-19 positive). 

They take this thin little semi-circular 
swab (which looks eerily similar to the 
very same bamboo shoots they torture 
people with) and insert it into the nostril 
of your choice (proving once and for all 
how flexible they can be) until it feels like 
they’ve reached the back of your skull. 
Then their phone beeps, they say “I have 
to take this,” and vanish for 20 minutes 
while you writhe in pain. 

Okay, okay, I made that last part up. 
But I had you goin’ there, didn’t I? Besides, 
while the snaked toilet analogy may be a 
bit harsh, you get the point: it’s no picnic.

I thought semi-private rooms went 
the way of the dodo bird a long time ago. 
Well, I’m here to tell you that that is not 
that case, Marcus Welby. The first night 
was semi-peaceful (“peaceful” in a hos-
pital setting defined as “only” having to 

deal with hourly interruptions for blood 
work, clot shots, battery changes in the 
portable monitor(s), vitals, reaffirmation 
of my identity, and/or pain level. And let’s 
not forget the changing of the IV bag, 
which invariably sets off an alarm loud 
enough to draw the attention of medical 
professions as far as 7 counties away. It 
usually starts the local dogs a-howlin’ 
as well.)

The second night brought a roomie, 
who, as luck would have it, didn’t hear 
so well. That’s not his fault, but appar-
ently keeping the TV on all night with the 
volume up as a means to helping him 
sleep seemed a bit much. I can now recite 
– word-for-word – the audio tracks for 
about 10 consecutive sitcoms that played 
(loudly) on TV Land from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. 
Then, thankfully, it all went silent. 

When he awoke, the poor guy couldn’t 
find his remote. He had to call the nurse 
to help find it, which was found under his 
bed on the floor. All I can say on the matter 
is if there’s one thing I’m grateful for, it’s 
the long cord on those remotes. Just sayin’.

Anyway, how ‘bout we talk about 
some sports now?

Yikes! I’m way, way, way outta words. 
(Which unto itself should reduce your 
pain level). 

On a scale of 0-10, how painful 
would you rate this column?

SPORTING VIEWS
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by TAK SATO

From cellular phones the 
size of a brick to our cur-
rent crop of smartphones 

slightly longer than a deck of cards 
except thinner, our communica-
tion medium – since the invention 
of telephones – has always been 
supported by technology. Even 
the older-than-dirt letter writing 
has evolved into email thanks to 
technology.

Rotary and push-button 
telephones relied on Plain Old 
Telephone Services (aka “POTS”), 
including the earliest era of need-
ing switchboard operators, on the 
telephone lines operated and con-
nected worldwide. Cellular towers 
added mobility so you can be 
reached anytime/anywhere, free-
ing you from a sedentary lifestyle 
but cursing at robocallers. With 
the internet, aka the cloud, your 
ubiquity is now supercharged.

Remember how I always say 
“time” in the digital world, i.e. 
anything technology and sup-
ported by the internet, is like dog 
years (i.e. 365 days = 7 years of 
aging for a dog). Smartphones and 
tablets only came onto the scene 
in late 2007, a mere 13 years com-

pared to how humanity was using 
stationary telephones for close to 
a century!

The internet has also changed 
how telephone service providers 
operate and make money. Do you 
recall how telephones calls that 
relied on POTS were broken down 
into local and long distance calls? 
I remember how I had to be cog-
nizant of making a phone call to 
avoid unnecessary long distance 
charges, especially since I also 
wanted to make international 
long distance calls to my parents.

These days many people get 
residential/business phone ser-
vice through their Internet Service 
Provider, aka “ISP,” like Spectrum, 
WOW, or AT&T in Westlake and 
Bay Village. Many additionally, 
or in lieu of residential telephone 
service, have mobile phone ser-
vice. In both cases, monthly fees 
probably include unlimited long 
distance calls to anywhere in the 
continental USA. Some mobile 
phone service plans even include 
Mexico and Canada, as we are a 
melting pot after all.

We have Voice over Internet 
Protocol, or “VoIP” for short, to 
thank for changing the way we are 
billed but more importantly con-

tributing to the evolution of how 
we communicate using the always 
connected handheld devices like 
smartphones and tablets. That 
includes, of course, audio and the 
addition of visuals that elevate the 
emotional factor of “connected-
ness.” Body language cues during 
an in-person communication 
can minimize misunderstand-
ings since a simple “raised voice” 
without visuals can be interpreted 
in two widely opposite ways – dis-
content or elation.

I’ll keep it simple here: instead 
of your phone calls traversing the 
POTS lines, the use of VoIP tech-
nology sends those calls through 
the internet. Just like POTS lines 
were connected between each 
country, the internet is also con-
nected between countries. No 
wonder the acronym “www” that 
precedes website addresses, ex: 
www.westlakebayvillageobserver.
com, stands for “Word Wide Web!”

In the next column we’ll go a 
little deeper in how to make and 
receive phone calls using a Wi-Fi-
only tablet or an old retired smart-
phone that can only connect to 
Wi-Fi networks. We can do this all 
because of VoIP technology. Stay 
tuned! 

Oh, the ways we communicate!
THE DIGITAL WORLD

by BROOKE O’DONNELL

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought changes for every-
one, including organizations that serve the most vul-
nerable in our community. Westlake Meals on Wheels 

(WMOW) has received numerous inquiries from residents to 
volunteer with the non-profit meal delivery program.

One of those residents is Kendall Adams, her mom, 
Emily, and younger sister, Morgan. Kendall is 4 years old 
and started making potholders to earn spending money. Her 
project was so successful that her mother suggested donating 
some of her profits to a local charity.

The family had begun delivering meals, and Kendall 
immediately said, “How about the place where we go help 
take meals to people in their houses?” Her mother, Emily, 
was thrilled Kendall thought of Meals on Wheels, and saw it 
as a perfect fit.

“Giving back is very important to our family and I’m 
always searching for opportunities for us to volunteer togeth-
er, said Emily. “Delivering meals for Meals on Wheels Westlake 
was perfect and I jumped on it. It’s something that we can do 
regularly together, doesn’t take much time at all and it teaches 
the girls the importance of helping others and making the 
world a better place.”

The idea then blossomed into a Birthday Bag project. 
Kendall and her family assemble a bag of goodies for each 
Meals on Wheels recipient for their special day. It includes 
one of Kendall’s homemade potholders, puzzle book, a deck 
of playing cards, crossword puzzles, word searches, mechani-
cal pencils, travel size shampoo, conditioner and soap and a 
handcrafted paper flower.

“Kendall’s thoughtfulness is overwhelming and so inspir-
ing,” said Marie Patten-Blatter, WMOW 
executive director. “Many of our recipients 
are truly homebound and very isolated at 
the moment. Receiving these special bags 
made by Kendall is a beautiful gesture!”

WMOW has remained fully opera-
tional during the pandemic with tre-
mendous community support. For 
information, call 440-871-2551 or visit 
westlakemealsonwheels.org. To donate 
to Kendall’s Birthday Bags, visit: kendall-
s-korner4.cheddarup.com. 

Westlake resident brightens 
birthdays for Meals on 

Wheels recipients
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by NANCY HEATON

Today, in the time of shut-
downs, BAYarts’ campus 
has even more meaning 

and value to the community, 
providing serene open spaces 
within its many garden “rooms” 
to safely social distance, practice 
yoga or just find a few moments 
of solitude. Although it may 
seem like fairies come in the 
night to tend the gardens, in real-
ity, a devoted and skilled team of 
volunteers meet weekly to weed, 
water, plant and prune – all with 
the kind of joy and community 
that makes BAYarts unique.

A little history: when BAY-
arts began to renovate the vast 
campus spaces for public use 
back in 2006, it was under the 

guidance of Bay Village resident 
Julia Shutt. Julia got her first 
design clients years before at a 
Baycrafters fair and has since 
been devoted to giving back 
to the community that helped 
launch her career. With her part-
ner, Byron, their company Maple 
Leaf Landscaping designed 
and installed the foundation 
of the ever-evolving landscape 
in conjunction with Cleveland 
Metroparks’ sidewalk and light-
ing improvements and the Fuller 
House renovation.

Plant material has been 
generously donated by area 
businesses in a showcase of 
their generosity and commu-
nity spirit. This year BAYarts 
collaborated with Praxis Fiber 
Arts Center in the Waterloo Arts 

District, growing indigo plants 
that will be harvested and used 
for dying workshops in the fall. 
It takes a village indeed!

Since then, preserving BAY-
arts’ gardens has been a labor 
of love for dozens of volunteers 
and BAYarts staff, who main-
tain and enhance the natural 
beauty of the park campus. 
Over the years, as the gardens 
mature, sculptures have been 
installed and benches lovingly 
renovated. Not only does the 
campus serve as a perfect place 
for small groups (weddings and 
other large events will resume 
in 2021) but there are way 
too many photo ops to count 
including a community mural 
that will be installed on the 
west side of the playhouse this 
month, the site of a new cutting 
garden.

“We realize what a unique gift 
it is to be located here in the park,” 
says BAYarts board member and 
garden volunteer Andrea Rich-

ards. “It’s a privilege to 
serve the community this 
way, creating and preserv-
ing a wonderful, welcom-
ing venue everyone can 
enjoy.” 

BAYarts is a com-
munity supported 
non-profit in Cleveland 
Metroparks’ Huntington 
Reservation. Cleveland 
Metroparks mandates 
social distancing per 
CDC guidelines; masks 
are mandatory in all 
buildings. To learn more 
about BAYarts and the 
history of the campus, 
visit www.bayarts.net/
about. 

BAYarts’ gardens are      
a westside destination

BAYarts’ campus is in Cleveland Metroparks’ Huntington Reservation.

Tip to 
Recycle 
Right
Caps on. Empty,  
rinse and replace 
caps and lids to  
keep items in your 
cart or bin clean and
dry, including paper 
and cardboard.

PAPER 
& BOXES 
Flatten 
Cardboard.

PLASTIC 
BOTTLES  
& JUGS
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

CANS 
Empty and Rinse.

CARTONS 
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

GLASS 
BOTTLES 
& JARS
Empty and Rinse.

Recycle 
Better,  
Recycle 
Right 
in Cuyahoga County,
include only these items:

by LWV observer JUDITH WEISS

This report is not an official statement of the 
League of Women Voters. Mayor Koomar’s office pre-
pares official minutes.

Present: Mayors Koomar (Bay Village); Bobst 
(Rocky River); Clough (Westlake); Cooney (Fairview 
Park); George (Lakewood). Guests: State Rep. Dave 
Greenspan; Michelle Pomerantz, Director, Cuyahoga 
County Dept. of Regional Collaboration.

The meeting was held at Bay Village City Hall, 
Mayor Koomar presiding. It was called to order at 
9:30 a.m.

Fiscal Officer’s Report, Renee Mahoney: Finan-
cial statement was produced. Nothing new to report.

RTA, Clough: Will receive $111 million from 
federal government, which will cover recent loss of 
revenue. State Rep. Greenspan is working with State 
Sen. Matt Dolan to increase state funding, which was 
cut. General manager has been on maternity leave, 
but will be back in September, and will be invited to 
a WCOG meeting.

NOACA, Bobst: Board and staff have finished 
an equity statement, posted on their website, that 
recognizes its role in creating some of the problems 
it will address. They are looking for community infor-
mation and involvement in creating a long-range 
transport plan.

Land Bank, George: Nothing to report.
Planning Commission, Bobst: The leader’s posi-

tion is open; Mayor Bobst is on the selection commit-
tee. A county datebook has been released, using data 

from outside sources; it will be updated periodically.
Mayors and Managers Assn., Koomar: Cities 

may use CARES funding for salaries related to sanitiz-
ing and other COVID-related work. They will need 
authorization by their councils. All departments have 
had losses that need reimbursement.

Rep. Greenspan, capital and legislative 
update: He has submitted some 54 projects to the 
State Appropriations Committee, including projects 
for community colleges and schools. They are making 
small gains in school funding. The deficit is less than 
projected, because revenues were up before the pan-
demic. Greenspan stated that Ohio is well positioned 
to bring industries such as pharmaceuticals into the 
state. The goal is to reach 4% unemployment.

Michelle Pomerantz, census and election: 
The County has some offices open, and many people 
still working from home. Email is the best way to 
reach people now. Greenspan noted that the deadline 
for renewing driver licenses, etc., will probably be 
extended.

The County is working to increase response to 
the Census. West Shore communities are doing well; 
other areas are harder to reach, so it’s hoped the West 
Shore will help to make up for them. The County 
qualifies for CARES money based on Census.

They are also working to promote a fair election. 
Greenspan supports HB 680, which will require the 
Secretary of State to send absentee ballots to every 
voter at least seven days before the election. Council 
agreed to allow County workers to take Election Day 
off in order to work at the polls, if they wish. 

Westshore Council of Governments (WCOG) Meeting, Aug. 12, 2020



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

6   1 SEPTEMBER 2020 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER                                                                       

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, veteran direc-
tor of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 

is one recommendation (we need to shut 
down—) away from POTUS’ dog house.

But I have no dog in the fight; I’ll tell 
you straight what Fauci can’t say.

1. How long will COVID-19 last?
Fauci: “Unclear.”
Me: Some experts predict another 

year or two. Others think it can become 
endemic like HIV and TB. The pandemic 
impacts each community differently. Our 
state has acted responsibly. I expect to wear 
a mask next year, but easier days are ahead.

2. When will a vaccine be ready?
Fauci: “We are cautiously optimistic 

that we will have a vaccine by the end of 

this year and as we go into 2021.”
Me: Definitely not by Nov. 3.
Operation Warp Speed – the name 

given to the $10 billion vaccine project – 
aims to reduce vaccine development time 
from 15-20 years to one to 1.5 years. The 
first one(s) will probably come out next 
year. But the manufacturing/distribu-
tion processes, and public acceptance are 
entirely different beasts. Vaccine won’t be 
a quick fix.

3. How good is this vaccine?
Fauci: “The chances of it being 98% 

effective [are] not great.”
Me: It’s great if it’s somewhat effective 

and lasts just long enough to make a dif-
ference. On June 30, the FDA announced 
it would approve a coronavirus vaccine 
that’s 50% effective or better in preventing 
or relieving the disease.

It’s a low bar. But for coronavirus, 
herd immunity is estimated to be between 
30% and 70%. (Herd immunity means a 
sufficient fraction of the population is 
immune so that the disease is unable to 
spread further.) With diligent public health 
precautions, a half-decent vaccine might 
get us there.

4. Treatments for COVID-19?
Fauci: “[T]rials that are valid … show 

consistently that hydroxychloroquine is 
not effective in the treatment of corona-
virus disease.”

Me: What he says.
Two treatments – remdesivir (an 

antiviral) and dexamethasone (a steroid) 
– might work in advanced cases. But it’s 
too early to tell if convalescent plasma or 
any other treatments work.

You may wonder if a single penicillin 
shot can cure syphilis (a bacterial infec-
tion), why are viruses so hard to treat? 
Because: Viruses are structurally simple 
and theoretically “not alive.”

Viruses are coated strand(s) of simple 
genetic material. They don’t breathe, eat, 

poop, move, grow or multiply until they’re 
integrated into the host cell of susceptible 
animals, plants, yeasts or bacteria. The 
viral genes then dictate the host to produce 
more viruses.  

Many drugs like hydroxychloroquine, 
which can stop viral replication in a lab, 
don’t work in real life. 

Of all the viral infections, I can count 
with two hands the viruses we have proven 
treatments for. Some (HIV, hepatitis C) 
respond extremely well to antiviral drugs. 
Others (flu, herpes) so-so. To end this 
pandemic, Fauci suggests a combination 
of consistent public health measures, and 
hopefully, in the future, effective antivirals 
and vaccines.

I feel for Fauci, who seems to have 
a worse day every day. His face has been 
put on doughnuts, socks, I-need-a-hero 
fleece blankets, and he’s also received 
death threats and unjust criticism. To that 
he said, “It’s my job.”

And to his advice on public health 
and social measures, I say, “It’s all of our 
jobs.” 

by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s early September 2020 calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to change. 
Please check westlakelibrary.org or follow 
the library on Facebook and Twitter (@
WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Wednesday, Sept. 2; Thursday, Sept. 3; 
and Friday, Sept. 4 (11-11:30 a.m.) Library 
at 11 (Online) – Join us on Facebook, 
Instagram or YouTube to see what family 
friendly video we have in store for you!

Thursday, Sept. 3 (1-7 p.m.) Ameri-
can Red Cross Bloodmobile

Thursday, Sept. 3 (6-6:30 p.m.) Mys-
tery STEAM Bag Challenge – Pick up 
your Mystery Bag of craft materials and 
a challenge card at the library. Use these 
materials to complete the design chal-

lenge, and share your designs in a Zoom 
meeting on Sept. 3 with Miss Andrea and 
Miss Holly. Grades 1-2. Please register.

Monday, Sept. 7 (11-11:30 a.m. or 
7-7:30 p.m.) Kindergarten Kick-Off Sto-
rytime (online) – Join us on Facebook, 
Instagram or YouTube for a kindergarten-
themed storytime as we kick off the new 
school year! For kindergartners.

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 and 15 (11-11:30 
a.m.) Family Storytime (Live) – Join 
us on Zoom for an interactive storytime 
featuring books, rhymes, songs and 
movement. For families with children 
up to 2-6, siblings welcome. Registra-
tion begins one week before each ses-
sion. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom instructions on 
the day of the program.

Tuesday, Sept. 8 (1-3 p.m.) Career 
Transition: What Motivates You? 

(Zoom) – Motivation is a crucial element 
in setting and attaining your career goals 
and YOU can influence your own levels 
of motivation and self-control. To be suc-
cessful in your job search or career transi-
tion you need to understand motivation 
and learn how to manage your motiva-
tion levels. Find out how in this program. 
Please register. Participants must provide 
an email address to receive an invitation 
and Zoom instructions.

Tuesday, Sept. 8 (7-8:45 p.m.) 
Tuesday Evening Book Discussion 
(Online) – Join us via Zoom to discuss 
“Lost Roses” by Martha Kelly. Registration 
required. Participants must provide an 
email address to receive an invitation and 
instructions for the discussion on Zoom.

Wednesday, Sept. 9 (7-8 p.m.) Fall 
in Love with Poetry Workshop Online 
(Zoom) – In this virtual workshop you 
will participate in a series of creative writ-
ing exercises designed to wake up the poet 
asleep inside of you. No experience is nec-
essary, just a desire to be open to trying 
new things. Please register. To receive 
Zoom instructions a few days before the 

program, please provide an email address 
upon registration.

Monday, Sept. 14 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Maker Monday: Broadcast Yourself 
on Livestreams (Online) – Learn how 
to broadcast yourself online with Twitch, 
Facebook Live, YouTube Live and more! 
Please register. Participants must provide 
an email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions the day of the program.  

Wednesday, Sept. 16 (7-8:15 p.m.) 
Let’s Talk About Sex! Sexual Health 
Education for Adults (Zoom) – Join 
health educator Jen Gosnell, MPH, 
CHES, as she shares information about 
comprehensive, inclusive sexuality 
education. This workshop is for adults 
18+ seeking information and resources 
regarding sexual health topics, includ-
ing anatomy, puberty, STIs, reproductive 
justice, stigma, contraception, trauma, 
violence, pleasure, LGBTQIA+ and more! 
Please register. Participants must provide 
an email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions the day of the program.  .

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library       
Upcoming virtual events

by JEAN SMITH

No one was prepared for 
everything to shut down 
in March, but then, how 

does one prepare for a global pan-
demic? Life as we know it came 
to a screeching halt and we were 
advised to stay home.

We learned new terms like 
“shelter in place” and “social dis-
tancing.” We could not go to work, 
children could not go to school, 
we could not meet with friends 
or socialize in any way. That was 
a big order for humans who are 
wired to be social.

One thing in my life that was 
affected is the Westlake Garden 
Club where I have been a member 
for 12 years. We start our year the 
third Wednesday of March, but not 
this year. The many exciting pro-
grams and speakers scheduled for 
this year had to be cancelled. The 

yearbook could not be distributed 
at the first meeting, so during that 
third week of March, several board 
members met in the parking lot of 
the closed library, everyone took a 
supply of yearbooks and dropped 
off at members’ homes.

Our wonderful monthly 
newsletter is keeping members 
connected with entertaining 
stories of how individuals are 
spending their time. Members 
continue to work in their gardens, 
or some have a spot at the Com-
munity Garden. We planted our 
Hilliard Boulevard flower box and 
several members were judges for 
Westlake in Bloom. The board has 
Zoom meetings and a commit-
tee will meet in the garden of our 
president in September, masks 
and social distancing required.

I have spoken to friends who 
are members of other garden 
clubs and they are doing the same 

things, trying to stay connected. 
Unfortunately, fundraising lun-
cheons, plant sales and garden 
tours have been cancelled for 
this year.

I am sure everyone has had 
this thought during the past six 
months: “Will things ever get 
better and life return to normal?” 
We hope the answer is yes.

In the meantime, I hope you 
are staying connected with family 
and friends through phone calls, 
emails, text messages, letters/
cards, or an occasional in-person 
visit with masks and social dis-
tancing. The Westlake Garden 
Club will become active again as 
soon as the risks of this virus are 
under control and will once again 
provide educational and stimulat-
ing programs for members. Until 
life returns to some degree of nor-
malcy, please stay safe, stay well, 
and stay connected. 

Westlake Garden Club and the pandemic

by MORGAN PASKERT

To continue serving 
children and families 
in the community, 

Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center is pleased to be 
offering free general admis-
sion for the first time since 
March.

General admission, at 
no charge, allows visitors to 
enjoy live animal exhibits 
indoors and outdoors, and 
displays about natural his-
tory and space science. Reg-
istration for general admis-
sion is required at www.
lensc.org or 440-871-2900. 
Preregistered visits will help 
the Center to ensure capac-
ity and distancing protocols 

are in place and allow time 
for cleaning of the facility.

Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center employees 
continue to follow protocols 
recommended by the Ohio 
Department of Health and 
Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health and ask the same of 
visitors upon arrival. Facial 
coverings are required for 
visitors age 7 and older and 
visitors are strongly encour-
aged to visit only when they 
are feeling well.

Serving children and 
families for 75 years, Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center 
educates and inspires all of 
us to understand, appreciate 
and take responsibility for 
our natural world. 

General admission resumes at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

What Fauci can’t tell you
THE MEDICAL INSIDER
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Westlake/Bay Village Rotary Club

GOLF OUTING 2020
Friday, October 9 at 
Mallard Creek Golf Club  
The event includes golf, cart, box lunch, beer/soda/water, 
prizes, awards, and a complete clambake dinner. 
$125/person, $500/foursome.
For details, visit www.westlakerotary.org

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

by MARIA ESTES

Community West Foundation 
announced they have partnered 
with Common Threads, a chari-

table thrift store, to be the SocksPLUS 
in-kind donation drop-off location. 
Monetary donations, however, should 

still be sent to the Community West 
Foundation office located at 800 Sharon 
Drive in Westlake. 

Community West started the Sock-
sPLUS initiative after learning that socks 
were, and still are, the number one 
requested item by the homeless. Due to 
the exponential growth since its incep-

tion in 2014, the foundation needed a 
resource to help house the donations 
of socks and other items that were arriv-
ing at their office. Common Threads has 
the means to accept donations on the 
foundation’s behalf and house them 
until they are delivered to the homeless 
through the Northeast Ohio Coalition 
for the Homeless (NEOCH). 

Common Threads, 22049 Lorain 
Road in Fairview Park, is an initiative of 
Building Hope in the City, a Cleveland 
faith-based nonprofit organization with 
a mission to advance the good of the 
city, magnify the mission of Jesus and 
unleash the capability of underestimat-
ed people. As a 100% nonprofit thrift 

store, Common Threads has a unique 
model where all sales from donated 
items directly benefit people in Greater 
Cleveland. 

“It’s a win-win for both organiza-
tions,” commented Marty Uhle, Com-
munity West Foundation president and 
CEO. “We are receiving the help we 
need to manage SocksPLUS items that 
are donated and we are also encourag-
ing our donors to consider Common 
Threads for any other items they want 
to donate.” 

For a complete list of SocksPLUS 
items most needed for the homeless or 
to learn more about the partnership, 
visit SocksPLUS.org. 

Community West Foundation 
partners with local thrift store 
for SocksPLUS initiative

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

On Aug. 10, the Bay Village Board 
of Education unanimously 
passed a Resolution to Commit 

to Equity and Excellence in Education. 
(One of the five Board members, Gayatry 
Jacob-Mosier, was not in attendance.) The 
Resolution, in its entirety, is shared below:

The Bay Village City School District 
Board of Education rejects all forms 
of racism and discrimination as being 
destructive to the District’s mission, vision, 
values and goals. We are committed to the 
success of every student and providing an 
educational experience empowering stu-
dents to maximize their potential.

We value each student as an individu-
al and are committed to meet each student 
where the student is academically, emo-
tionally, mentally, physically and socially.

We embrace our organizational 
responsibility to ensure that the princi-
ples of diversity, equity and inclusion are 
fully integrated into the culture, policies, 
programs, operations and practices of the 
District.

We seek to disrupt systemic inequities 
and eliminate disparities based on student 
and family characteristics such as, but 
not limited to, race, color, national origin, 
citizenship status, ancestry, religion, sex 
(including sexual orientation and gender 
identity), economic status, marital status, 
pregnancy, age, disability or military 
status, so that all students thrive.

The District will seek to develop and 
implement an Equity Initiative Action 

Plan with clear and measurable goals, 
action steps and accountability that aim to 
achieve the following guiding principles to 
the extent permissible under the District’s 
legal obligations:
• To support a culture and educational 

experience in our District that is wel-
coming and inclusive for all students 
and that will be attractive to new stu-
dents and families.

• To enforce and enhance District poli-
cies, structures and practices to prevent 
racism, discrimination and inequities.

• To dismantle any existing policies, prac-
tices or culture that build institutional 
barriers in our school district.

• To provide high quality, culturally rel-
evant and responsive curricula for all 
students, staff, administrators and the 
Board of Education.

• To facilitate equitable access to co-cur-
ricular and extracurricular activities, 
social services, tutoring and enrichment 
opportunities.

• To review hiring practices with a goal of 
actively seeking to expand our job appli-
cant pool to include under-represented 
groups while also adhering to all appli-
cable legal requirements.

• To engage, include and collaborate 
with our families, students, residents, 
communities and stakeholders as their 
active involvement is essential to our 
ability to enact change and achieve Dis-
trict goals. 

The Board has a responsibility to 
meet all legal obligations, and as such, 
the Board intends to carry out the plans 

set forth herein in compliance with those 
legal obligations and to the extent permis-
sible under them. The Board directs the 
Superintendent and HR Director (as the 
District’s Title IX Compliance Officer) and 
any other designee of the Board includ-
ing any consultant to the Board to oversee 
the development of this Equity Initiative 
Action Plan and for it to be presented to 
the Board of Education with an overview 
that includes plans for implementation 
and accountability.

Before the Resolution to Commit to 
Equity and Excellence in Education, Bay 
Village Schools formed the Equity in Action 
committee, pulling together various initia-
tives that building and district leaders were 
already independently working on.

“The Equity in Action committee was 
officially formed in June of 2020, however, 
building and department leaders within 
the district had already been reviewing 
and addressing issues involving equity in 
education,” said Bay Village Schools Super-
intendent Jodie Hausmann. “The district 
saw the opportunity to assemble a district-
wide committee that is dedicated to pro-
viding opportunities for personal growth, 
implementing a multicultural education 
for students and assessing our educational 
practices in order to ensure equity in all 
areas of the school community.”

A core group of administrative lead-
ers have been structuring the action plan 
framework and developing the recruit-
ment tool for the Equity in Action commit-
tee: Tom Grodek, assistant principal, Bay 
Middle School; Ramsey Inman, assistant 

principal, Bay High School; Holly Schafer, 
Director of Human Resources, Bay Village 
City Schools; and Char Shryock, Direc-
tor of Teaching and Learning, Bay Village 
City Schools. Equity in Action committee 
information and its founding team were 
introduced at the July 13 Board of Educa-
tion meeting.

“Our committee’s goal is to create a 
plan of action that will continue to pro-
vide a safe environment where all our stu-
dents and staff feel empowered, engaged 
and inspired,” said Char Shryock. “We are 
working to identify equity-related issues 
that may be barriers and take steps to 
remove them. This work has already led 
to a number of rich conversations and 
the chance to reflect on how, as a district, 
we can look at the educational experience 
for all our students through an equity lens. 
I am looking forward to being a part of 
the work that will be happening now and 
throughout the next few years as we work 
to make systemic change.”

Once the school year gets underway, 
more information will be shared, includ-
ing ways students, families and commu-
nity members can get involved with the 
Equity in Action committee.

“As educators, we are always com-
mitted to continuous improvement and 
having a growth-mindset,” said Ramsey 
Inman. “By looking through an equity 
lens, identifying areas of improvement 
within our learning community, goal 
setting, action planning and collaborat-
ing with various stakeholders, Bay Vil-
lage Schools can do its part in making a 
systemic change in society by educating 
our students to become responsible and 
civic-minded adults. Soon our team will 
be recruiting stakeholders, and I encour-
age members of our community to get 
involved.” 

Bay school board passes resolution of 
commitment to equity, excellence
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the community can share news, 

share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form below. Donations may also be made by credit card at 
wbvobserver.com. All supporters will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

12.17

VOLUME 6 • ISSUE 17  |  The Community Newspaper Powered by the Citizens of Westlake and Bay Village  |  AUGUST 19, 2014

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by Aug. 29

at wbvobserver.com

 » See CHALLENGE page 12

by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 

FREE
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at wbvobserver.com
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 
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A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.
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Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 

FREE
FREE TO READ!
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online by July 17

at wbvobserver.com
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Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by Oct. 28

at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.
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Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by March 30
at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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 » See CLOUGH page 2
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Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence
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Thank you to our 
supportive readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling!
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by ADRIENNE LOMBARDI

Over 1,000 students enroll 
each year in orchestra, 
jazz, band, choral and 

Rockette programs from the 
4th to 12th grades. Bay Village 
Schools’ music program has 
been named one of the “Best 100 
Music Communities in America” 
since 2003!

Bay Music Boosters is a vol-
unteer, nonprofit organization 

established to support and pro-
mote Bay Village Public Schools’ 
fine music education program. 
This year, due to the pandemic 
and social distancing require-
ments, Bay Music Boosters is 
hosting a virtual Membership 
Drive.

Bay High School students 
who are in chorus, marching 
band, orchestra and Rockettes 
are asking Bay Village residents 
to support them through pur-

chasing a membership or by 
making any monetary donation. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated and are tax-deductible.

Some of last year’s funding 
was used to purchase new flags, 
jackets and poms for the Rock-
ettes; new show choir dresses for 
chorus; additional uniforms for 
the marching band; mellophones, 
marching baritones and tubas 
and a new band trailer. They also 
provided funds for contest fees, 

instrument repairs, instrumen-
tal technician fees for the various 
programs; as well as, awarded 
college and summer camp schol-
arships to select participating 
students. The Membership Drive 
is the main fundraiser that helps 
support all the wonderful music 
programs offered throughout all 
of Bay schools.

Chorus, marching band, 
orchestra and Rockette stu-
dents will be representing the 

Bay Village Music Boosters! The 
student will greatly miss seeing 
the wonderful faces of all the 
residents and look forward to 
holding our Door to Door Drive 
in 2021. Until then, you can visit 
the Bay Music Boosters website 
at www.baymusicboosters.com 
to access the membership flyer 
and/or click the link to make an 
online donation.

If you have any questions, 
please email Bay Music Boost-
ers president, Dave Johnson, at 
pres@bayvillagebandboosters.
org.

Bay Music Boosters hosts virtual membership drive


