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Mayor Koomar highlights city
progress in annual address

Best-selling
parenting author
to visit Westlake

by TARA WENDELL
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hen he took the podium last May for his
first State of the City address, Bay Village
Mayor Paul Koomar didn’t have much to
look back upon. He was five months into finishing
the final year of retired Mayor Debbie Sutherland’s
term. The accomplishments of the previous year,
during which he served as City Council president,
mainly belonged to Sutherland’s administration.
Koomar’s presentation focused heavily on the
future, not the past.
After spending a full year in office and winning
election to his own four-year term by a comfortable
margin in November, Koomar had a lot more to talk
about this year. Addressing a modest audience of
Bay Village residents gathered at the Dwyer Senior
Center on March 28, the mayor shared the successes
of his administration in 2017 and tracked the city’s
progress along the roadmap he began to envision
those first few months in office.
Among the most important projects finalized
last year were the Bay Village Master Plan and the
Cahoon Park Connectivity Study. Mayor Koomar
often references both documents when outlining
his plans for the city. Many of the big-ticket projects
on tap are directly related to the recommendations
found in those guides.
» See KOOMAR page 2

Bay Village Mayor Paul Koomar speaks to residents
during his State of the City address at the Dwyer Center.

he
We s t l a k e
Council of PTAs
is excited to host
Dr. Lisa Damour, Ph.D.
on Monday, April 23, at
7:00 p.m. at the Westlake
High School Performing Arts Center. Doors
open at 6:30, and preregistration is required
online at dr-damourapril-23-2018-70813.
cheddarup.com.
Dr. Damour is a
psychologist, author,
teacher, speaker and
consultant who directs
Laurel School’s Center
for Research on Girls,
writes the monthly Adolescence column for the
Well Family section of
The New York Times, is
a regular contributor at
CBS News, and serves as

Dr. Lisa Damour, Ph.D.,
psychologist and bestselling author, will
speak at the Westlake
PAC on April 23.
a senior advisor to the
Schubert Center for Child
Studies at Case Western
Reserve University. Her
New York Times bestselling book, “Untangled:
Guiding Teenage Girls
Through the Seven Transitions into Adulthood,”
was released by Random
House in February 2016.
» See AUTHOR page 2

Westerly students Construction underway on Tri-C
learn about the
Westshore Campus Center
Iditarod sled race
by JOHN HORTON
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Molly’s white “rice dog,” Rolo, is
one of the lead dogs. Mirella’s dog,
Frank, and Chloe’s dog, Midnight,
are wheel dogs in this sled team.

/wbvobserver

ave you ever heard of the Iditarod?
The Iditarod is a dogsled race held
in the state of Alaska.
Mrs. Thomas’ third-grade class from
Westerly School was studying the Iditarod.
We think the Iditarod is important. Learning about the Iditarod can also help you
learn about the last frontier. There are lots
of ways to learn about the Iditarod.
Our class read books including “Storm
Run,” “Stone Fox,” “Balto,” “Togo” and “The
Great Serum Race.” We learned that the Iditarod is held each year to honor the Serum
Run of 1925 in which dog sled teams carried
serum to help those sick in Nome, Alaska.
We picked our own mushers racing
the Iditarod 2018 and looked them up on a
special website called iditarod.com.
» See IDITAROD page 4

More stories, photos
and events online at
wbvobserver.com

C

uyahoga Community College is giving
its fastest-growing
campus some much-needed room with the construc-

million project addresses
a space shortage that
resulted in classes being
scheduled at the College’s
Corporate College West
building across town.
» See TRI-C page 4

COURTESY CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

by MIRELLA MARTIN, CHLOE SCHULZ
and MOLLY STEHLIK

tion of a second building at
Westshore Campus.
A g r o u n d b re a k ing ceremony for the
new Westshore Campus
Center took place Tuesday, March 27. The $40

This rendering shows the Westshore Campus Center, which is expected to be
completed by fall 2019.

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal
that volunteers define a community.
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Upcoming projects include:
• Adding pedestrian access to Bay Point as
part of the ODOT plan to replace the Lake
Road bridge;
• Changing the traffic pattern on Lake
Road through Cahoon Park to enhance
safety;
• Adding trails, crosswalks and bridges to
connect Cahoon Park to Lake Erie and
the Metroparks;
• Investing in the refurbishment of historical buildings;
• Working with the Cuyahoga County
Public Library on a new branch building;
• Adding to the housing stock with townhomes on the former Shell property.
Last year Mayor Koomar looked at
sources of funding used by Bay’s neighboring cities, and found many of them
were receiving grants. To fill a vacancy
in the law department, the city hired a
candidate, Kathryn Kerber, with grantwriting experience who will help seek out
and apply for funding.
“There’s a lot of money out there,
especially when we talk about access to
Lake Erie,” Koomar said. “A lot of these
grants are 75 [percent] from the grant
source and 25 from the city, or 80 from
the grant source and 20 from the city, so
that’s a way to really make your property

tax dollars go a bit farther.”
The city also made some staff changes
in the finance and recreation departments,
and welcomed three new department heads
– Jennifer Demaline in human resources,
Jon Liskovec in service and Steve Vogel as
chief building official.
Koomar’s administration continues to
deal with a tight budget. Income and property tax receipts in 2017 remained flat from
2016, but in recent years the city has lost
nearly $1 million from the elimination of
the estate tax and a cut in local government
funding from the state.
“A lot of that [revenue] went for operations and capital projects. We have managed within that; that continues to be a
point of discussion with all cities because
we really need more revenue for capital
projects. Road projects, sewer projects continue to occur and we’ve managed thus far
but that continues to be a struggle.”
Finance Director Renee Mahoney managed to transfer $750,000 last year to the
capital equipment replacement fund, which
is used to update city equipment including
fleet vehicles like ambulances and snow and
leaf trucks. A new citywide phone system
was installed at a price of $144,500; annual
cost savings of $33,000 are expected.
The city has an annual target of 12,000
lineal feet of road repairs. Last year work
was completed in Ward 2; in 2018 the focus
will shift to streets in Ward 4. 

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

Identity Shift
by SHARON FEDOR

I

dentity: Who you are, the
sum of your thoughts,
words, actions, and attitudes, how people perceive
you, even the photo and the
stats on your driver’s license
describe your identity. Only
you can be you, better than
anyone else can. Some may
try to steal it from you, and
use it for their gain, but can
your essence really ever
leave you?
Shift: a change, an
about-face, a rearrangement, doing something

differently, perhaps finding a new you because you
are ready. The unspoken
requirement, the necessity
here, for starters, is a solid
core of self-love. Father
Richard Rohr in “Thisness,”
quoting Alan Wolter, the
Franciscan theologian and
philosopher, states, “Part of
our vocation is to appreciate ourselves as the pearl of
great price – because God
does.”
Pearl or no pearl, perhaps you would like to be a
more organized you, a lessof-a-procrastinator you, a

non-smoker you, or maybe
you’d like less of you in the
form of a slimmer-trimmer
you. Change can be on the
way. It takes a decision, a
commitment, strong will,
action, and perhaps the
most important – doing
something different than
you have been doing. Not
doing anything different, but
expecting different results,
is what Einstein called the
definition of insanity. Mix in
some courage, and you could
come out a more organized,
slimmer-trimmer you.
Unity Spiritual Center
of Westlake, 23855 Detroit
Road, is offering a unique
workshop that helps with
desired change, and emphasizes the actions needed to

AUTHOR
from front page

Dr. Damour draws on
years of clinical experience
and the latest research to
provide sound, practical
guidance to parents, teachers, and advocates of both
boys and girls. She provides
realistic, balanced expertise
and advice on children, and
the journey in raising them.
Westlake Council of
PTAs is able to offer Dr. Lisa
Damour’s presentation to the
Westlake community freeof-charge due to the success
of our fundraising efforts.
Please continue to support
Westlake Council’s fundraisers to enable Council to bring
more relevant and timely
programming to the families
of Westlake
Questions about Dr.
Damour’s program or Westlake Council of PTAs’ programming efforts should
be directed to Dawn Evans,
devansbk@gmail.com, Westlake Council of PTAs’ programming chair. 

get there. This workshop
offers ideas, actions and support. This donation-based
workshop, “Identity Shift,”
requires no pre-registration,
and will be held on Sunday,
April 15, from 1-3 p.m.
Attending the Sunday service
on April 15, either at 9 a.m. or
11 a.m., is a good introduction to the workshop.
New and different
actions call for a solid action
plan. The big question is –
are you living the life you
want to live? If the answer is
yes, you are good, but if the
answer is maybe, or if you
frown and shake your head
this workshop could be just
what you are looking for! For
more information, call 440835-0400. 

Learn more about Issue 1 at local forums

B

ay Village and Westlake residents will
have two opportunities to learn about Issue
1, the General Assembly’s
proposal to reform Congressional redistricting in Ohio.
Bay Village resident Susan
Murnane is co-president of
the League of Women Voters
of Greater Cleveland. She will
speak on Issue 1 at O’Neill
Healthcare Lakewood at 3:45
p.m. on Thursday, April 5, in
the fourth-floor education
room of the Assisted Living
Building, 1381 Bunts Road;
and at O’Neill Healthcare
Fairview Park, 20770 Lorain
Road, at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 26. Murnane’s talks

will be followed by questionand-answer sessions.
Issue 1 proposes an
amendment to the Ohio
Constitution to change the
way Congressional districts
are drawn in order to reduce
partisan gerrymandering. It was enacted by an
overwhelming bi-partisan
majority of the Ohio General
Assembly on Feb. 6 and it will
appear on the May 8 primary
ballot. It is supported by
both major political parties
and Fair Districts Ohio, the
coalition of non-partisan
reform groups that had been
collecting petition signatures
to place a different congressional redistricting reform

measure on the November
ballot.
If Issue 1 passes, it
will become law. League of
Women Voters is a founding member of Fair Districts
Ohio and urges a yes vote on
Issue 1 on May 8.
Murnane will discuss
how gerrymandering works
and the history of redistricting reform efforts in Ohio. She
will explain how Issue 1 will
restrict politicians’ ability to
manipulate district boundaries for partisan advantage.
Gerrymandering is an
important issue throughout
the country. Many states
are gerrymandered, and the
non-partisan Brennan Insti-

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

tute reports that in addition
to Ohio, Michigan, Missouri,
Oklahoma and Colorado are
attempting anti-gerrymandering ballot initiatives. The
Pennsylvania Supreme Court
recently ruled its congressional districts unconstitutional
and ordered new districts
immediately implemented.
The constitutionality of gerrymandered congressional
districts in Wisconsin and
Maryland are currently before
the U.S. Supreme Court.
Murnane and O’Neill
Healthcare invite you to a
lively discussion where you
can have all your questions
about Issue 1 and gerrymandering answered. 
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Reconstructing your ancestor’s military service records
by JAYNE BROESTL

A

century ago, the world was
engaged in the “Great War”
or the “War to End All Wars.”
Only later was it renamed World
War I. England and France had
been besieged by German forces,
since 1914.
The United States’ involvement officially commenced
with President Woodrow Wilson’s request for the House and
Senate to declare war on Germany, to “make the world safe
for democracy.”
On April 6, 1917, war became
a reality for Americans. The need
to quickly add millions of men
to a 133,000 standing army was
crucial. Over 9 million men, ages
21-31, were registered at their local
draft boards on June 5, 1917, with
the first group of draftees to be
chosen by lottery, on July 20, 1917.
The need for men was so great that
two more draft registrations were
necessary in 1918: June 5 and Aug.
24 for those who had just attained
age 21, and Sept. 12 for men age 18
through 45.
Fighting on the Western Front
did not end until Germany signed
the Armistice agreement, in Paris,
at 11:00 a.m., on Nov. 11, 1918.
Troops began to look forward to
returning home and the Selective
Service System for World War I was
terminated on July 15, 1919.

Why is the Selective Service
Registration of significance to
those who are researching family
history?
Fast forward to July 12, 1973.
On this date, a major fire
destroyed veterans’ records at the
National Personnel Records Center
(NPRC), in Overland, Missouri, a
suburb of St. Louis. Approximately 16-18 million Official Military
Personnel Files (OMPF), or 80
percent of Army and Air Force
records from Nov. 1, 1912, to Jan.
1, 1960, were destroyed by fire and
water damage. No duplicates of
these records were maintained, no
microfilm copies were made and
no indexes were created, prior to
the fire.
Furthermore, millions of veterans’ documents were loaned
to the Department of Veteran
Affairs, without an inventory of
these loaned items being taken.
This means that many Army and
Air Force veterans, or their surviving family members, have been
unable to obtain a record of their
military service. Naval and Marine
records were not burned in this
fire, because they were kept at a
separate facility.
Over the years since the fire,
NPRC has collected numerous
series of Auxiliary Records, in an
effort to reconstruct basic service
information for the veterans.
But, other possibilities are at

hand. Eric Johnson, Ohio
Genealogical Society trustee,
retired U.S. Air Force Lieutenant Colonel and author
of several military books,
will share his knowledge of
ways to reconstruct military
veterans’ service records,
at the Wednesday, April 18,
meeting of Cuyahoga West
Chapter, OGS. While Eric will
address WWI specifically,
many of his methods can be
applied in reconstructing
WWII veterans’ records.
Program begins at 7:00
p.m. in the Porter Room
of Westlake Porter Public
Library 27333 Center Ridge
Road. Social time is from
6:30-7:00 p.m. The public is
invited at no cost. A listing
of future chapter programs
is posted at www.cwcogs.
org. For additional questions, email cuyahogawest@
gmail.com. 
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Military patches (from left): Ohio 37th Infantry “Buckeye” Division; 83rd Infantry
“Ohio” Division; 372nd Colored Infantry Regiment, 9th Separate Battalion, Ohio
National Guard; 332nd Light Infantry of the 83rd Division.
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We researched our mushers
and wrote a letter to them. When
the 1,000-mile race started, we
tracked our musher and his or
her dog sled team. We were able
to see a live feed as they went
to checkpoints along the way.
Did you know that Joar Leifseth
Ulsom won this year, racing for
nine days and 12 hours?
We made our own sled
dogs out of socks and filled
them with rice. We estimated
their weight, weighed them and
decorated them with felt. Then
we made our own sled for a dog
team with our table members
and we put all the required
things a musher needed in
their sled in our shoebox-andduct-tape sled. Some required
items we included were dog

TRI-C

booties, hay, an ax, snowshoes,
a cooker and a vet book. It was
fun making the sled!
We also created our own
kennel poster with a paragraph describing the history
of the kennel and more. First
we researched real kennels in
Alaska on the computer. Our
kennel names were: Howling
Bay, Howling Husky and Comfy
Cabin Kennel. Each classmate
had a different name and graphic to display for the kennel.
We think more people
should get to know about the
Iditarod. The Iditarod is a great
race! You will have to wait until
next March for the race, but
check out the iditarod.com
site or find a book about it at
the library. 
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“The expansion of Westshore
Campus will fulfill our commitment
to provide access to a comprehensive
educational experience in these booming communities,” said Alex Johnson,
president of Tri-C. “The Campus Center
will not only increase convenience for
our students and faculty, but also better
position our students for success in
their education and careers.”
The nearly 89,000-square-foot
Westshore Campus Center will feature
more than 30 classrooms as well as specialized labs dedicated to engineering
and information technology. Plans also
include areas for tutoring and other student support services.
The project will expand upon
learning opportunities available at the
site and fulfill the original vision for
Westshore Campus, which opened in
2011.
The campus posted record enrollment numbers this academic year, with
double-digit percentage increases for
both fall and spring semesters. The registration surge pushed the student population at the campus to nearly 2,200.
Construction of the new Campus
Center and related renovations to the
existing building should be complete by
fall 2019. Westshore Campus is located
at 31001 Clemens Road in Westlake.
Voter approval of Tri-C’s bond issue
request in November made the project
possible. Approval of Issue 61 raised
$227.5 million for the College to create
new instructional space, keep pace
with changing technology and address
decades of wear and tear on buildings.
To keep track of progress on this
and other Tri-C projects, visit www.tri-c.
edu/ConstructionUpdates. 
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Mrs. Thomas’ third-grade class in dog masks – all ready for the Iditarod!

NOURISH’s success
will foster growth for
Village Project
by DIANE FRYE

V

illage Project’s third
annual NOURISH fundraiser was a triumph for
everyone involved.
On March 3, over 425
guests filled Hyland’s Building
3 in Westlake to enjoy delicious
food and take in the ambience
of a street fair, complete with
colorful lanterns, music, games
and a caricature artist. Additionally, many people bid to
win tempting raffle and auction

evening as they anticipated the
fun of enjoying their prizes,
such as prime seats for Indians
and Cavs games, an Italianchef-prepared dinner for eight,
a signed Kevin Love basketball,
a Lake Erie boat cruise, a rustic
vacation in a 3,000 square foot
“cabin” in western Pennsylvania, and a weekend’s use of a
Mercedes – to name just a few.
Over $90,000 was raised to
sustain Village Project’s mission
of coming together as a community of all ages to provide

ISH will enable Village Project to
continue its work, so needed by
their clients, in the most caring,
thoughtful and economical way possible.
Currently, Village Project delivers
an average of 150-200
meals each week and
has experienced an
extraordinary growth
of 600 percent since its
inception in 2010. The
organization seeks to
reduce food costs by
purchasing food in bulk
and freezing food from
their organic garden for
winter use. Lack of storA crowd of over 425 guests gathered at Hyland’s Building 3 in
age, refrigeration and
support of Village Project at this year’s NOURISH.
freezer space currently
items, including a grand prize meals and extended care and limits their efforts. With this in
of $3,000 toward a vacation of service to families experiencing mind, funds from NOURISH
their choice.
cancer in Bay Village, Westlake, also will be used to support the
Smiles abounded on Avon, Avon Lake and Rocky facility expansion plans.
guests’ faces at the end of the River. All proceeds from NOURInformation about this

ctitioner

ation today!
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Diane DiFrancesco

Guests enjoyed camaraderie and tasty food prepared
by Village Project cooks using nutritious VP recipes.

A+

10% OFF Painting
WHEN MENTION THIS AD

expansion, Project Pillar, was
unveiled at NOURISH. Village
Project is now in the planning stages to enlarge their
headquarters by renovating
the former Thomas & Thomas
Photography studio located
next door and incorporating
it into their facility. As Executive Director Barb Harrell
explained, “By expanding, we
are going to be able to double
the number of meals that we
provide each week. We are also
going to be able to offer educational classes and have a retail
space, allowing us to have an
income stream.”
To find out more about
Project Pillar and Village Project, as well as to get more information about their next event
– Project Pedal, a charitable bike
ride to be held on June 16 – visit
ourvillageproject.com or call
440-348-9401. 

Residential & Commercial
Exterior & Interior Painting
Owner operated with
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FREE ESTIMATES

Call Chris Nagle

216.551.6296
cmnpainting.com
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NATURE & ENVIRONMENT

Explorer Club 360:
The macroinvertebrate
of Porter Creek
by ANNA GROSSMAN, ALISON
HARTZELL and JENNIE KOOMAR
This is the second in a series of three
articles on the health of Porter Creek, a
stream that flows through Westlake and
Bay Village, exiting at Huntington Beach
into Lake Erie. Our concern regarding
the creek came from a 2014 study conducted by the Cuyahoga County Health
Department that showed E. coli from
Porter Creek was responsible for closing
the beach for 10-20 percent of the swimming season.
ur assignment was to study
the benthic macroinvertebrate
of the creek. “Benthic” means
bottom dwelling, “macro” means big
(big enough to be seen without a microscope) and “invertebrate” means without a backbone. In other words, water
bugs that live in or on the creek bottom.
Our first step in our exploration
of Porter Creek bottom-dwelling creatures was to obtain the necessary wild

O

animal permit from the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of
Wildlife. At the cost of $25,
Wild Animal Permit 19-117
allows us to collect macroBay Village middle schoolers Jennie, Alison and Anna study a benthic
invertebrate for educational
macroinvertebrate chart.
purposes.
We collected our samblack fly larva). A weighted index pro- clean drinking water in their homes;
ples at a couple of locations, by turning vides a Water Quality Rating (WQR).
1,000 children die each day from lack
over rocks and carefully removing with
Classifying our samples we found of clean water. It is a resource we are
tweezers all creatures we could see and a sowbug, a scud and blackfly larvae, blessed with living on Lake Erie. Please
placing them in an egg carton for later resulting in a WQR of below 11. A rating help us protect it by “picking up” after
classification. It is a well-known fact that above 22 would be considered excel- your puppy.
the health of a creek can be determined lent but at 11 or below it is rated poor.
Learning for Life, Explorer Club
by the density and type of macroinver- Inasmuch as the samples were taken in 360 is chartered to Bay Sea Scouts Inc.
tebrate present.
February and due to the icy water only a and is a co-ed after school program for
We used a data collection and few large rocks were turned over; it may middle school youth. Club 360 in the
indexing sheet produced by the Housa- not be accurate to say that Porter Creek winter months concentrates on envitonic Valley Association that groups is unhealthy. Definitely further study of ronmental studies of our waterways and
the invertebrate into sensitive (mayfly, the creek is indicated.
in the summer can be found sailing and
stonefly, water penny larva and snails),
The United Nations World Water boating on Lake Erie. For more inforsomewhat sensitive (damselfly and Day was on March 22 this year and mation about joining, contact Richard
dragonfly nymphs, sowbug and beetle highlighted the fact that worldwide Gash, skipper@seascoutship41.org or
larva) and tolerant (leeches, worms and 2.1 billion people don’t have access to 440-871-6106. 
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Ohio PTA Reflections Art Show honors local students
Westlake Council of PTAs
announces Reflections winners

Bay students earn top awards in Reflections program
by KAREN DERBY

B

Outstanding Achievement for photograph
“Shoot For the Moon!”;
and senior Emma Ward,
Honorable Mention for
photograph “Katie.”
Bay Village PTA
Council’s coordinator
for the program is Tina
Ingraham. “I’m so proud
of all our Bay students
who participated, and
proud our PTA recognizes the important role
the arts play in students’
lives,” she said. “It takes
courage to share your
voice with others, and
our students deserve
a community who listens and appreciates
what they have to say
through their art. Well
done to all!”
St u d e n t s
a re
encouraged to create and
submit original works of
art, addressing an annual
theme, in six areas: litera-

ture, visual arts, photography, dance choreography, film production and
music composition. This
year’s theme was “Within
Reach.”
Bay Village PTA
Council will host an art
show for students, their
families and the public
to view all this years
entries. The exhibit will
be held on Thursday,
April 26, 7-8:30 p.m. in
the Bay Middle School
cafeteria. Refreshments
will be served. 

by MARY ESSIG

T

he Westlake Council
of PTAs held its 20172018 Reflections Art
Show & Judging on Nov.
30, 2017, at Westlake Porter
Public Library, and top
entries recently advanced to
the Ohio PTA State Reflections Competition.
This year’s PTA Reflections theme was “Within
Reach” and the following
students won their divisions in the following categories at the Art Show &
Judging on Nov. 30: Alia
Manaf, Ella Navratil and
Leah Bunner, literature;
Christine Xiao and Aidan
Scheuer, music composition; Brandan McLaughlin,
Zachary Baker and Kaitlin
Willi, photography; and
Gus Gibbs, Ella Wright, Alex
Spring and Macy Sinreich,
visual arts.
Westlake Council of
PTAs is proud to announce
that three of these submissions earned awards from
the Ohio PTA: Alia Manaf’s
“An Awesome Figure Skater”

First-grader Oona
Louis won the
Reflections Award
of Excellence in the
Visual Arts category
for “The Pets Catch a
Butterfly.”

earned an Award of Merit in
Literature (Primary Grade
Division), Christine Xiao’s
“Spring” earned an Award
of Merit in Music Composition (Intermediate Division), and Aidan Scheuer’s
“Fluid Dynamics” earned
an Award of Excellence in
Music Composition (Middle
School Division). Since Aidan’s entry placed first in the
state of Ohio, it will advance
to the National PTA level for
judging.
Founded in 1969, the
National PTA Reflections
program engages nearly
300,000 students and their
families in arts education activities each year
– encouraging students to
explore the arts for fun and
recognition. PTA Reflections
is a nationally acclaimed
student recognition program to encourage artistic
creativity in the classroom
and at home. Students of
all grades and abilities may
participate, and students
from all seven Westlake
City schools took part in this
year’s program. 

PHOTOS BY KAREN DERBY

ay
Village
Schools students
earned three
first-place awards, one
second-place award,
one Award of Merit and
two Honorable Mention awards in the 2018
Ohio PTA Reflections
program, an annual cultural arts program for
students in preschool
through grade 12.
Bay High senior
Tom DeCarlo won the
Ohio PTA Reflections
Award of Excellence
(first place) in the Visual
Arts-Special Artists category. Confined to a
wheelchair with limited
use of his limbs, Tom
created “Fall Colors”
using a special painting
helmet. Bay High seniors
Will Kenny (helmet project coordinator), Noah

Mensen and Truman
Ospelt, all independent
study students of technology and engineering, custom-made the
helmet for Tom.
Also
winning
first-place Awards of
Excellence in the Visual
Arts category for their
grade categories were
first-grader Oona Louis
with “The Pets Catch a
Butterfly” and seventhgrader Tessa Wunder
with “Around the
Corner.”
Other students winning state-level awards
are second-grader
Orion Riddel, Award of
Merit for film “Climbing Hippo”; junior Ann
Marie McAvinue, Honorable Mention for literature “Help! I’ve Fallen
and I Can’t Get Up”;
eighth-grader Avery
Tenerowicz, Award of

Bay High senior Tom DeCarlo (center) won the Ohio PTA Reflections
Award of Excellence (first place) in the Visual Arts-Special Artists
Category. He created his work, “Fall Colors” using a special helmet
created by fellow students. Left-to-right are intervention specialist Rick
Manderine, seniors Truman Ospelt and Noah Mensen, educational aide
Julie Harms, and coordinator of the helmet project, senior Will Kenny.

Seventh-grader
Tessa Wunder won
the Reflections
Award of Excellence
in the Visual Arts
category for “Around
the Corner.”

Aidan Scheuer, Alia Manaf and Christine Xiao earned
awards for their artwork from the Ohio PTA.

Bay Village Eagle
Scouts recognized

O

ver 300 Eagle
Scouts from
the Lake Erie
Council, Boy Scouts
of America, attended
the Eagle Scout Class
of 2017 Recognition
Dinner on March 18 at
the downtown Renaissance Cleveland Hotel.

Scouts met with career
mentors and were
recognized for their
accomplishments by
Ohio Secretary of State
Jon Husted. Several of
the Eagle Scouts from
Bay Village are pictured here. Visit www.
beascout.org to learn
more about Scouting
programs in our area! 

Front, left to right: Dennis Risch, Matthew
Gantzer, Zak Hamil, and Khaled Hamil.
Back, left to right: Grayson Day, Max
Schell, Tyler Vargics, Truman Ospelt,
Semaan Boutros, and William Hardebeck.

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Westlake’s Ann Frangos appointed to Tri-C board of trustees
by JOHN HORTON

A

nn Frangos has been
appointed to the
Cuyahoga Community
College (Tri-C) Board of Trustees for a term ending Oct. 12,
2022.
Frangos retired from
AT&T in 2013 as an assistant
vice president responsible for
accounts receivable management for commercial accounts
worldwide. She oversaw seven
call centers across the United
States and international centers in the United Kingdom,

Hong Kong and India.
She also served as director of human resources with
AT&T, where she directed Equal
Employment Opportunity and
affirmative action programs.
Overall, Frangos spent
more than 36 years in the telecommunications industry in a
variety of roles, including positions in credit and collections,
finance, accounting operations,
budgeting, long-range planning and operations research.
Prior to entering the corporate world, Frangos taught
high school math.

She holds a Bachelor of
Science in mathematics from
Baldwin-Wallace College (now
Baldwin Wallace University),
where she graduated magna
cum laude, and a Master of
Science in mathematics from
Cleveland State University.
The native Clevelander
graduated as valedictorian at
West Technical High School
before beginning her higher
education journey.
Her involvement in the
community includes positions
as chair of the YWCA Greater
Cleveland board of directors

and treasurer of the philanthropic Greek Orthodox Ladies
Philoptochos Society of Rocky
River.
The Westlake resident is
also a past board member of In
Counsel with Women, a Northeast Ohio network of female
executives.
Frangos was appointed
to Tri-C’s board of trustees by
Ohio Governor John Kasich.
She will be sworn in during a
special board meeting April 26
at the College’s District Office
in Cleveland. She replaces
Michael Canty. 

Ann Frangos has been
appointed to the Cuyahoga
Community College (Tri-C)
board of trustees.

Bay resident wins event at
national landscape competition
by JOHN HORTON

C

ole Jacobs of Bay Village won
an event and added another
Top 10 finish while representing
Cuyahoga Community College at the
National Collegiate Landscape Competition.
His performance helped Tri-C
finish first among community colleges
and fourth overall at the competition,
held March 14-17 in North Carolina. The
event attracted more than 60 of the top
horticulture and landscape programs in
the country.
Jacobs teamed with a classmate to
win the irrigation assembly event, contributing to the four individual titles won

by Tri-C students. He also
posted a Top 10 score in
landscape plant installation (third).
The annual student
competition is organized by the National
Association of Landscape Professionals
to boost job recruitment in the landscape
industry, where there is
Cole Jacobs of Bay Village and his Tri-C teammates loaded up on awards at the National
high demand for skilled
Collegiate Landscape Competition.
workers.
Tri-C has emerged
fifth in 2014.
prepares students for careers in landas a powerhouse in the competition
Tri-C’s Plant Science and Land- scape design and construction; garden
in recent years, placing fifth overall in scape Technology program — based at center or nursery management; and
2017, third in 2016, 10th in 2015 and Eastern Campus in Highland Hills — other horticulture fields. 

Bay Village DAR helps
veterans celebrate
Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Day
by DORIS GORGAS

M

arch 29 is designated
as the official day of
remembrance and
celebration for all veterans
who served in Vietnam. It’s a
day of thankfulness for those
who returned home and those
who paid the ultimate sacrifice.
Martha Devotion Huntington Chapter of Daughters
of the American Revolution
has furnished Easter and
Christmas dinners for three
years to the current residents
of the Fulton House. This
house is a haven for homeless
veterans that furnishes not
only a shelter but outpatient
health services, counseling
and Bible studies to 13 men,

and seven more in a smaller
home adjacent to Fulton
House.
The primary goal of this
establishment is to prepare
these men for placement in
the community with apartments and jobs, as well as
emphasizing volunteer service
on their part.
Martha Devotion Huntington Chapter has been
privileged to provide meals
at the holidays, but also does
fundraising and collection of
much needed items for the
house, as well as apartments
when the men are outsourced
to the community.
For further information, please contact Doris
Gorgas at Lablady76@
wowway.com. 

Free sensory awareness kits available at
Connecting for Kids Meet and Greet on April 19
by LORILYNN WOLF

M

any children labeled as a
behavior problem, impulsive,
overactive or shy may actually be struggling with sensory processing issues where the brain has trouble
receiving and responding to information that comes in through the senses.
According to research statistics found
on the STAR Institute for Sensory Processing Disorder website, “1 in every 6
Connecting for Kids’ sensory awareness kits include
children experiences sensory symptoms
an Ollie the Octopus fidget.
that may be significant enough to affect
aspects of everyday life functions.”
kits have been generously donated by EY.
The phenomenon may also explain some
In addition, they will also receive a card with
behaviors such as refusing to wear certain cloth- “sensory red flags” that describe in easy-to-undering, being bothered by noises or avoiding foods stand terms how parents can identify if their child
with unusual textures. Once families learn the root might be at risk. All families can get their questions
cause of these behaviors and ways to address them, answered at the event from an occupational therathey are given hope, but early identification is key. pist. More than 70 local organizations will be repreTo help area families identify sensory issues, sented at the Meet and Greet including therapists,
Connecting for Kids will offer free Sensory Aware- after-school programs and summer camps.
ness Kits featuring Ollie the Octopus to all preFor more information and to register, visit
school families (with children ages 3-5 years) that www.connectingforkids.org/meetandgreet. For
attend the Meet and Greet on Thursday, April 19, questions about the event, please contact Laurie
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Don Umerley Civic Demchak at lauriedemchak@connectingforkids.
Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd. in Rocky River. These org or 440-250-5563. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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WESTLAKE KIWANIS CLUB

WESTLAKE CITY SCHOOLS

Westlake students’
letters earn honors
PHOTO BY VICTOR RUTKOSKI

by KIM BONVISSUTO

Who loves a parade?
Kiwanis does.
by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

M

emorial Day will soon be here.
The Westlake Kiwanis Club
hopes you are planning to participate in our annual community parade
and service that day, Monday, May 28.
The parade and service will honor
those civilians and military that sacrificed
so much to preserve our freedoms and
protect our shores – many of those fallen
were members of our Westlake commu-

nity. If you participated in the parade or
in the services in Clague Park last year,
the Westlake Kiwanis and the community
appreciate your participation and hope
you will take part again this year.
If you missed this vibrant and moving
event we hope you will join us. There is
plenty of room for various groups of
marchers, vehicles and floats. If you wish
to participate in this year’s parade and or
service, please contact Rick Grane or Russ
Milan at 440-777-2720. 

Kiwanis and Hermes partner
for pancake breakfast and race
by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

T

PHOTO BY VICTOR RUTKOSKI

he Westlake Kiwanis will hold
their spring pancake breakfast on
Sunday, April 15. The breakfast will
take place from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
Westlake High School cafeteria, 27830
Hilliard Blvd. The breakfast is being held
in conjunction with the Hermes Westlake
Spring Fever run to benefit LakeShore
Day Camp, Westlake Kiwanis and Westlake PTA.
Breakfast includes all the pancakes
you can eat! Plus sausage, orange juice,
milk, coffee and tea. Tickets are $6. Children 6 and under eat for free.
This year, as a “Kiwanis Young Children Priority One” project, the Westlake
Kiwanis will donate a substantial portion of the proceeds from the breakfast
to Westlake Porter Public Library to purchase “manipulatives” (toys for teaching

math skills) for the children’s section of
the library and the remaining funds will
go toward other projects benefiting children throughout the Westlake community such as holiday food baskets for the
disadvantaged, student scholarships, the
Westlake High School Key Club, Builders
Club and Aktion Club.
The Westlake Spring Fever is a 2-mile
or 4-mile run kicking off at 9 a.m. from
Westlake High. Race registration is $25
in advance. Discounted tickets for the
pancake breakfast of $5 are available to
race registrants. To sign up, visit hermescleveland.com.
If you would like to join an active
volunteer group and give back to your
community on many worthwhile projects, please contact Kiwanis membership chairperson Lynda Appel
at 440-773-9157 or 440-250-1275 or
lappel1395@gmail.com. 

Key Club members serving coffee and juice at last year’s pancake breakfast.

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

A

Lee Burneson
Middle School seventh-grade student
and two Dover Intermediate School students were
recognized in their age
groups in the state Library
of Congress’ Letters About
Literature Contest.
At LBMS, Lillie Forbes’
letter to Shelley Pearsall,
author of “Crooked River,”
was chosen out of more
than 1,200 entries. She was
named to the Top 20 in the
state.
At DIS, Anna Mancino
won second place for her
letter to “The Kissing Hand”
author Audrey Penn, and
Grace Sugaski was named
an Honorable Finalist for
her letter to “Bluestar’s
Prophecy” author Erin
Hunter in Level I.
All three students will
be honored at an awards
ceremony on May 12 at the
Cleveland Public Library.
Deb Schrembeck’s

and Sara Latkowski’s LBMS
language arts classes, and
Donna Dieterich’s DIS
classes, participated in the
reading and writing con- Anna Mancino
test. Students are asked
to read a book, poem or
speech and write to the
author (living or dead)
about how the book affected them personally. Letters
are judged on state and
national levels.
There were more
than 3,000 entries from
Ohio, including 1,213 at
the middle school level
and 1,017 from grades 4-6. Grace Sugaski
Nationally, about 8,000 letters make it to state-level
judging.
Only first-place state
winners advance to national competition. All of the
state finalist letters will be
forwarded to living authors
in hopes of a personal
reply. Tens of thousands of
students from across the
country enter the Letters
About Literature contest
each year. 
Lillie Forbes

WHS students’ art recognized
by KIM BONVISSUTO

T

inclusion in the exhibition.
Liv and Jamie will be recognized in
April at The Riffe Center, Capitol Theatre,
in Columbus for the Governor’s awards.
Their artwork will be on display in the
James A. Rhodes State Office Tower
through May 17. 

wo Westlake High School students’
creative works are being recognized
at the state and national level.
WHS senior Liv Adkins’ poem “Religion” won a National Gold Medal in the
2018 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.
She will attend The National Ceremony
at Carnegie Hall in New York City in
June. About 350,000 works of art and
writing were submitted by students in
grades 7-12. Receiving a National Medal
places Liv within the top 1 percent of all
submissions.
“Religion” previously won a Gold
Key Writing Award and an American
Voices Medal nomination, the highest
regional honor. It was selected as one
of five regional “Best in Show” pieces
that exemplify originality, technical
skill and the emergence of a personal
voice or vision.
Liv also had a piece of art, “Gutten Jamie Novak’s “Strung Out”
og Trollet,” selected for inclusion in was selected for the 2018 Ohio
the 2018 Ohio Governor’s Youth Art Governor’s Youth Art Exhibition.
Exhibition, along
with Jamie Novak’s
piece “Strung Out.”
Both pieces were
previously recognized with regional
Scholastic Gold
Key awards in the
Cuyahoga County
Region. They are
among 300 works
of art from 9-12
students selected
from more than Liv Adkins won a Gold Medal in poetry, and her
11,000 entries for artwork “Gutten og Trollet” is in the Ohio exhibition.
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by JESSICA STOCKDALE

B

AYarts is a proud community partner for the
42nd Annual Cleveland
International Film Festival. The
film that the Bay Village arts
campus has partnered up for
is “The Big Bad Fox and Other
Tales.”
This 2017 French animated
film was directed by Benjamin

A still from “The Big Bad Fox,” which features voices by
Cèline Rontè, Boris Rehlinger, Guillaume Bouchede and
Guillaume Darnault.

Help Support
your Observer
ADVERTISE YOUR
COMMUNITY EVENT

The Observer is offered as a
free community newspaper
thanks to the civic-minded
businesses and organizations
that support our citizen’s
project through advertising.
Help sustain this community
project by participating as an
advertising partner.
Call us today for great rates
at 440-409-0114
or email us at
staff@wbvobserver.com

WESTLAKE-WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL

Music spices menu at Jazz Brunch
by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

T

hree outstanding musicians
will provide gourmet notes
to delight their audience and
enhance the delicious food and the
lovely setting at this year’s Jazz Brunch
sponsored by the Westlake-Westshore
Arts Council on Sunday, April 29, from
12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Westwood Country Club.
In addition to fine food, guests
will be treated to the blended sounds
of the bass by Ann Gilbert, piano by Joe
Hunter and drums/percussion by Bill
Marx. Gilbert is the principal bassist
with Cleveland Pops, Akron Symphony
and Blue Water Chamber Orchestra.
Pianist Joe Hunter is a member of Red
Light Roxy, Ernie Krivda’s Fat Tuesday
Big Band and The Musical Theatre
project. Drummer and percussionist
Ann Gilbert, bassist, and Bill Marx, drums, keep
Marx has his own jazz ensemble, plays
the beat at the last year’s Jazz Brunch. This year’s
in area big bands, local orchestras and
event is April 29.
Brazilian ensembles.
Undoubtedly, the April 29 brunch will draw the WWAC Scholarship Fund which aids area
fans who attended the WWAC’s 2017 Jazz Brunch high school students pursue another level of
and those that attended the “Bass Extravaganza” education.
program by Ann Gilbert and “friends” at Porter
Enjoy this distinctive musical event on
Library in May 2016.
April 29 at Westwood Country Club, 22625
The idea of a Jazz Brunch was born when Detroit Road, Rocky River (complementary
an overflow audience at the WWAC-sponsored valet parking provided). Tickets are $40 per
2016 “Bass Extravaganza” program responded to person; cash bar, Chinese auction and a 50/50
the performance with a spontaneous standing raffle. For information call 440-250-5565 or go
ovation. Proceeds from this musical gem go to w-wac.org. 

The Cleveland Opera visits Clague
Playhouse April 15

T

he Cleveland Opera will visit Clague
Playhouse on Sunday, April 15, at 4 p.m.
to present “Marriage by Lantern-Light,”
a comic opérette in one act by Jacques Offenbach. This adventurous and comic production
will be sung in English and feature four new
voices – Elizabeth Frey, Brian Skoog, Danielle
Bendjy and Caroline Bergan.
The story tells the tale of a young farmer,
Guillot, who has been entrusted to look after an
orphan cousin, Denise, by his uncle. He treats
her off-handedly to hide his feelings for her.

Both write to the uncle, she in misery, he asking
for money.
Two widows poke fun at Guillot, but when
he receives a reply from his uncle telling him
about treasure that can be found under a great
tree when the bells of the church peal for the
evening Angélus, they fight with each other to
gain his affection.
Evening comes and Guillot – with “accomplices!” – enters with lantern and spade to find
the treasure – which surprises everyone!
This event is free and open to the public. 

The Westlake-Westshore Arts Council invites you to a

JAZZ BRUNCH

Featuring Ann Gilbert on bass, Joe Hunter on piano, and Bill Marx on drums.

Sunday, April 29, 2018
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Westwood Country Club

22625 Detroit Road, Rocky River
Complimentary Valet Parking Provided
$40.00 per person
Cash Bar, Chinese Auction, 50/50 Raffle
Proceeds benefit the Scholarship Fund of
The Westlake–Westshore Arts Council.
For more information: 440-250-5565 or w-wac.org

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2018 WBVO
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

PHOTO BY LOUISE SEEHOLZER

BAYarts
partners with
the Cleveland
International
Film Festival

Renner (“Ernest & Celestine”)
and Patrick Imbert. It has been
adapted from a lauded graphic
novel created by Renner. The
sweet piece follows animal
outcasts on a farm in the countryside. As a three-part anthology, it features a cast of earnest
characters including a duck
who wants to be Santa Claus,
and a fox who plays a reluctant
mother to chickens.
Screenings are at Tower
City Cinemas; Thursday, April
5, 4:50 p.m.; Sunday, April 8,
11:55 a.m.; and Tuesday, April
10, 9:20 a.m.
Save on tickets by using
the discount code BAYARTS.
They can be purchased on the
clevelandfilm.org website, by
calling 877-304-3456, or the at
box office in the Tower City Cinemas lobby. The Festival runs
April 4-15. 
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Upcoming events
at Westlake Porter Public Library
by ELAINE WILLIS

Monday, April 2-Saturday, April
7 – DIY PEEP DIORAMA – Create a
diorama about your favorite book or
literary character using Peeps! Stop by
the Youth Services Department to pick
up your “starter Peep” and instructions.
Return your diorama by April 7 at 6 p.m.
for display throughout National Library
Week (April 8-14).

Wednesdays, April 4 and 11 (10:15 &
11 a.m.) LET’S SING AND DANCE! –
Sing and move to the music with Miss
Nancy! For children ages 2-6 with a
caregiver. Arrive early to receive a ticket.

Wednesday, April 4 (1-2:30 p.m.)
CUYAHOGA WEST GENEALOGY
SOCIETY HELP SESSION – Please join
the genealogy group for an informal
walk-in help session.

Wednesdays, April 4 and 11 (4-5:30
p.m.) and Thursdays, April 5 and 12
(6:30-8 p.m.) BOW WOW BOOKS –
Stop by Youth Services to sign up for
a 10-minute reading time with one of
the reading therapy dogs! Registration
begins each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, April 4 (6:30-8:30 p.m.)
HORROR FILM CLUB – Join us as we
explore the classics of horror, science
fiction and suspense! Children under
13 should be accompanied by an adult.
Please register.

THROUGH MY EYES ARTWALK – Share
your unique perspective with friends,
family and the Westlake community
through photographs of nature you find
beautiful and inspiring. The library will
print, mount and display photographs
in our Art Gallery. Walks will take place
at Clague Park and will last about an
hour. The library does not provide transportation. Please bring a caregiver and a
smartphone. If you do not have access
to a digital device, please notify us prior
to the walk. Registration begins April 1.
• Families: Thursday, April 5 (11 a.m.)
• Ages 18+: Thursday, April 12 (11 a.m.)
or Monday, April 16 (5:30 p.m.)
• Rain Date: Thursday, April 19 (11 a.m.)

Thursday, April 5 (1-7 p.m.) AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE
Thursday, April 5 (2-4 p.m.) MOVIES
@ THE LIBRARY! – Take an adventure
to Textopolis, the secret world inside
your smartphone, and discover a bustling city where all your favorite emojis
live. Rated PG – All Ages. Please register.

Thursdays, April 5 and 12 (4-5:15
p.m.) CODE CLUB! – Learn how to
build an app, design a video game, and
change the world through code! Grades
3-4. Registration begins one week before
each session.

Friday, April 6 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) and
Monday, April 9 (6:30-7:15 p.m.)
ADAPTED STORYTIME – Children
with varying learning styles and abili-

ties learn in a safe, supportive environment where respect and appreciation for differences are encouraged.
This 30-minute storytime, followed
by time for socialization, is designed
for children who may not be successful in a typical storytime experience.
Content is geared toward ages 3-7, but
all ages are welcome. Siblings may also
attend, but must register separately.
Registration begins one week before
each session.

Friday, April 6 (1-1:30 p.m.) YOGA
TIME! – This is a perfect way to introduce yoga and practice simple poses
that imitate animals and nature. Wear
comfortable clothing and bring a towel
or yoga mat. Ages 3 and up with a caregiver.

Friday, April 6 (3:30-4:15 p.m.) FUN
SCIENCE FRIDAY – Join Mrs. K as we
explore the life cycle of an ant. Discoveries will be made through hands-on
experiments, active participation and
a simple take home project. Ages 4-6.
Please register.

Saturday, April 7 (9:30-11:30 a.m.)
SECURE PAPER SHREDDING – Protect your personal identity by shredding
your confidential papers. InfoStore will
confidentially handle and permanently
destroy 2 boxes of your personal documents. The shredding truck can shred
staples, paper clips, and rubber bands,
but cannot shred spiral bound notebooks, 3-ring binders or boxes. The
truck will be located in the south parking lot until it is full.

Saturday, April 7 (10:30-11:30 a.m.)
POKEMON FUN! – A fun morning of
Pokemon-themed play, prizes, and
crafts! Ages 6-11.

Saturday, April 7 (2-3 p.m.) BRICK
BUILDERS – Bring your ideas and
imagination! Lego and Duplo bricks
provided. For ages 3-12.

Sunday, April 8 (3-4 p.m.) ART
SMARTS – Explore works of a wellknown artist and then use what you’ve
seen to create an art piece of your own!
Grades 3-6. Please register.

Mondays, April 9 and 16 (3-4:30
p.m.) TWEEN CODE CLUB – Learn how
to build an app, design a video game,
and change the world through code!
Registration begins one week before
each session. Grades 5-8.

Tuesdays, April 10 and 17 (2-3 p.m.)
CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH – Join us

Saturday, April 14 (1 and 2:30 p.m.)
ELEMENTARY EXPERIENCES – For

to learn Spanish vocabulary and pronunciation with an expert instructor.

children ages 7-12 years and their families who are struggling in an area of
development. Siblings (ages 7-12 years)
may also attend. For more information
or to register, visit connectingforkids.
org/elementary or call 440-250-5563.

Tuesday, April 10 (7-7:30 p.m.) BEDTIME STORIES: PAJAMA TIME – Put
on your pajamas and join Mrs. K as we
learn about nightly rituals through quiet
stories, songs and fingerplays. Ages 4-6.
Siblings welcome.

Tuesday, April 10 (7 p.m.) TUESDAY
EVENING BOOK DISCUSSION – We’ll
discuss “The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-time” by Mark Haddon.

Wednesdays, April 11 and 18 (3:45-5
p.m.) TWEEN SCENE – Weekly hangout for 5th and 6th graders ONLY!

Thursday, April 12 (2-3:30 p.m.)
GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION PROGRAM ON WORLD AFFAIRS – Discuss
critical global issues facing America
today. At the beginning of each month,
a copy of the article may be picked up
at the Ask Us Des; please read prior to
the meeting. Please register.

Thursday, April 12 (4:30-5:30 p.m.)
BREAKOUT: ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE –
Similar to an escape room, this breakout
challenge is going to test your ability
to work together to solve all the clues,
find the zombie antidote, and save the
world before the clock runs out! Can
you break out? Grades 5-6. Registration
begins April 5.

Thursday, April 12 (6-7 p.m.) BREAKOUT: TOTALLY RADICAL 80S – Similar
to an escape room, this breakout challenge is going to test your ability to work
together to solve all the clues that’ll keep
you and your group from getting stuck
in the ‘80s! Can you break out? Grades
7-12. Registration begins April 5.

Friday, April 13 (9:30 and 10:30 a.m.)
and Saturday, April 14 (9:30, 10:30
and 11:30 a.m.) MUSIC THERAPY &
MORE – For families and their children
(ages 0-6 years) who are struggling in
an area of development. Siblings (ages
0-6 years) are welcome to attend. Join
us for a program designed to teach
families how to use music to improve
their child’s motor, communication
and social skills as well as behavior.
Each session is 30 minutes. Register at
connectingforkids.org/register or by
phone: 440-250-5563.

Friday, April 13 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) GOT
SCIENCE?: CLOUDS – Spend some
time with us as we investigate stratus
and cumulus clouds. Grades 1 and 2.
Registration begins April 6.

Mondays, April 9 and 16 (3:30-5:30
p.m.) TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to

Saturday, April 14 (10:30-11 a.m.)
MOTHER GOOSE ON THE LOOSE! – An

hang out after school? Come to WPPL’s
Teen Lounge on Monday afternoons!
We have computers, video games, board
games, snacks and more! For grades
7-12 only.

interactive storytime featuring simple
books, rhymes, songs and movement.
For ages birth-3 years old with a caregiver.

Monday, April 9 (7-8:30 p.m.) MAKER
MONDAY: TRANSFORM YOUR MEMORIES INTO DIGITAL – WPPL has Maker
Stations that can convert your records
into mp3s, your slides and pictures into
digital formats, and your VHS tapes into
DVDs. Learn how here. Please register.

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Saturday, April 14 (11 a.m.-noon) 3D
PRINTING ORIENTATION – In order to
use the library’s new 3D printer, you’ll
need to take this orientation first. Learn
library policies about using it, how to
download a 3D-printable object, and
how to prepare it for a great print. Please
register.

Saturday, April 14 (4-5:30 p.m.)
STEAMMAKER LAB – This month’s
topic: Earth Day! Grades 3-5. Registration begins April 7.

Sunday, April 15 (1:30-2:30 p.m.)
BIRDING ABC’S – Matt Valencic of the
Greater Cleveland Audubon Society
will tell us where to find birds and how
to view and identify them. Beginners
and experienced birders alike will be
inspired to start searching for those
“early spring migrants.” A special section on warblers is also included. Please
register.

Sunday, April 15 (2-3 p.m.) AMERICAN GIRL DOLL CLUB – Lanie Holland,
a 10-year-old from Cambridge, Massachusetts, loves science and exploring
nature. We’ll conduct a nature-inspired
science experiment and make a natureinspired craft. Ages 6-11. Registration
begins April 8.

Monday, April 16 (7-8:30 p.m.)
INVESTORS’ INTEREST GROUP:
VALIDATING TECHNICAL ANALYSIS
PATTERNS – The speaker will demonstrate how the simple statistics implicit
in time-shifted moving average envelops can be used to validate the drawing of diagonal trading channels and
explain the tendency for price movement to bounce off support/resistance
and channel boundary lines. Please
register.

Tuesday, April 17 (1-3 p.m.) CAREER:
ROADMAP YOUR FUTURE – What is
your direction or plan? Have you laid
out the map to get there in the quickest,
most direct route? What obstacles will
be in your way? Do you see a barrier or
two stopping you? Come to this session
to lay out your road to success.

Tuesday, April 17 (7-8:45 p.m.)
BELIEVING IN CLEVELAND – CSU
professor J. Mark Souther’s new book
“Believing in Cleveland” explores the
city’s downtown revitalization and
renewal projects in its various neighborhoods, beginning before the 1970s and
through the 2000s. He shows how the
city shaped its image even while managing decline. Please register.

Tuesday, April 17 (7-8 p.m.) COLLEGE
RESUMES & ESSAYS – Your college
resume and essay could have a huge
impact on getting into the school of
your dreams! Learn tips and strategies
to improve yours and make it the best it
can be. Grades 9-12. Registration begins
April 10.
To register for any of the programs,
please visit westlakelibrary.evanced.
info or call 440-871-2600. 
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Summer Camps,

Porter Library hosts
“Buckeye Reflections” book
discussion and signing

O

SU fans will want to stop by
Westlake Porter Public Library
on Wednesday, April 18, at 7
p.m. to meet the authors of “Buckeye
Reflections: Legendary Moments from
Ohio State Football,” the first book of
its kind, showcasing the “human” side
of the Scarlet and Gray.
Hear unique stories about the
players, coaches, fans, sportscasters
and a myriad of others connected to
the The Ohio State gridiron. Each chapter highlights a coaching era, including
John Wilce, Paul Brown, Woody Hayes
and Jim Tressel. The book is filled with
poignant perspectives, joyful celebrations and heartwarming experiences
from behind the stats and features
beautiful pictures and illustrations that
bring it all to life. Be inspired with how
people overcame impossible odds and
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Activities & Programs

Promote your summer activities
in the Observer … contact us at
440-409-0114 or email
staff@wbvobserver.com

obstacles, but most of all, be proud to
be a Buckeye fan, part of a remarkable
and robust football culture.
Together, co-authors Jack Park
and Maureen Zappala are an uncanny
partnership based on mutual love of
public speaking and college football.
Jack is an OSU grad, an Ohio State
football radio commentator for Sports
Radio 97.1 The Fan in Columbus, and
speaks to OSU alumni clubs across the
country. Maureen is Notre Dame grad,
award-winning speaker and author,
and the founder of High Altitude
Strategies, a speaking and coaching
organization.
Copies of the book will be available
for purchase. For more information or
to register, please call 440-871-2600 or
click on our Event Calendar at www.
westlakelibrary.org. 

CAMP FITCH YMCA
MAKING KIDS BETTER FOREVER
Our century-old, classic sleep-away summer camp provides
boys and girls ages 6-16 with a holistically safe, valuesdriven community where they discover friendship, experience
achievement and find a new sense of belonging.

COME VISIT! Open Houses April 14th & 29th 12-4
RESERVE A SPOT! Register online
or call 877.863.4824

campfitchymca.org

Maureen Zappala and Jack Park will share the “human” side of Ohio State
football on April 18 at Porter Library.

Untitled-2 1

3/29/2018 10:42:10 PM

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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MAGICAL HISTORY TOUR

Dittrick Medical
History Center
by RACHEL POLANIEC
This month’s Magical History Tour
is the Dittrick Medical History Center,
located in the Allen Memorial Library
in Cleveland’s University Circle, and
is about a 30-minute drive using I-90
East. The information in this article
was sourced from the web pages of
both the Library and the Dittrick.
Admission is free, and public parking
is available in the University Hospitals
visitors garage a short drive east of the
Library. Hours vary by day and season,
so it is advisable to check the website,
artsci.case.edu/dittrick, when planning your visit.

The Dittrick Medical History Center is located in the Allen Memorial Library.

Westley Polaniec, age 6, comes
face-to-face with Juno, the
transparent woman. Juno’s clear
plastic skin allows viewers to see
her skeleton, blood vessels, organs,
nerves and lymphatic system.

PHOTOS BY RACHEL POLANIEC

T

he junction of Euclid Avenue
and Adelbert Road teems with a
steady stream of cars criss-crossing the intersection, only pausing at the
change of the traffic lights when clumps
of students from Case Western Reserve
University shuffle across the street at
the sharp chirp of the traffic officer’s
whistle. Nurses and doctors, patients
and visitors are seen hurrying up and
down the sidewalk, all coming to and
from the University Hospitals campus,
the sharp outlines of its impressive
glass-and-steel treatment center piercing the skyline behind a small yet striking three-story sandstone building
crouching on the corner.

One of the musuem’s showstoppers is the recreation of a 1930s doctor’s office.

Dittrick seeks to expand), titled
“Re-conceiving Birth: Our Shared
Entrance to the World Stage,” is
centrally located and features
an assortment of birthing chairs
and a “remarkable” midwifery
manikin.
Located slightly apart from
the other displays is “Vice, Virtue,
and Contraband: A History of
Contraception in America”; one
of its most amusing offerings is
“Folklore and Oddities,” which
includes the early Middle Ages
practice of wearing an amulet
made from the earwax of a mule
to prevent conception.
Indeed, at the most basic
level it is the lure of seeing firsthand the erroneous medical
A sampling of the instruments of Cleveland surgeon
The diphtheria case displays early tools used to treat the
assumptions of the past that
Gustav Weber, co-founder of St. Vincent Charity Hospital.
infection.
initially makes a visit to the DitNow on the National Register of His- parent woman, to the hall of single case sics, among others, indicate just how far trick Medical History Center so captivattoric Places, the Allen Memorial Medi- exhibits, to the large gallery exhibitions, medicine has progressed in eye-popping ing. Here our collective human curioscal Library opened in 1926. Named after the Dittrick is the gift that keeps on detail.
ity and fascination with the more lurid
prominent surgeon and medical history giving.
Moving on from the tidy row of cases aspects of our past compels us to stop
aficionado Dr. Dudley Peter Allen (1852After the first (rather surprising) one enters the open gallery space of and carefully inspect the variety of saws
1915), whose widow, Elizabeth Severance encounter with Juno, the line of single- high ceilings and high-technology, with in a 19th-century surgeon’s amputation
Allen, donated the funding for its creation case exhibits makes for an effective intro- a large, digital, interactive wall chroni- instrument set, though we instinctively
with the understanding that it would be duction to early medicine in Cleveland, cling “How Medicine Became Modern.” shudder as we do.
both a medical library and a museum. As the individuals involved, the various The cased objects-style of displays that
What makes the Dittrick experience
such, the third-floor museum gallery was diseases and conditions they encoun- worked so well in the hallway are also so rewarding is that visitors come away
part of the original design, a rather unique tered, and their methods for diagnosing, to be found here, most notably in the with a heightened knowledge of the great
feature for medical libraries at the time. containing and curing (or trying to cure) delightful “Blaufox Hall of Diagnostic strides humans have made regarding
The museum itself bears the name of its their patients.
Instruments.”
their medical care, and the great many
first curator, Dr. Howard Dittrick (1877Artifacts, images, videos and inforLarge showstoppers are sprinkled sacrifices and difficulties they encoun1954), becoming the Dittrick Medical His- mative texts mingle freely, providing dis- throughout, including two period doc- tered in order that we may live as we do
tory Center in 1998 to accurately indicate plays that are both engaging and infor- tor’s offices dating from 1875 and 1930, today. And so, when we step out of the
the variety of its collections.
mative, revealing once and for all that as well as an early X-ray machine and Library and back onto the street, we can
And what collections! From the the prognosis was much better if one a life-size female figure constructed look towards the hospital with a greater
moment the elevator doors open and were sick in 1960 rather than 1810. Cases from papier-mâché used for anatomical sense of appreciation, knowing just how
one is face-to-face with Juno, the trans- featuring surgery, smallpox and foren- study. A new exhibit, (and one that the far we have come. 

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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THE MEDICAL INSIDER

Can’t remember what’s its name?
Senior moment or Alzheimer’s?
by DIANA PI, M.D.

L

ittle yellow and blue flowers peeped out of melting
snow, you snapped your
fingers, trying to remember
their name. Halfway to the gym,
you turned around because you
weren’t sure if you unplugged
the iron. A trip to Aldi, you got
three bags of groceries, everything except the one thing you
actually needed: half-and-half.
How much forgetfulness
is healthy? Given that I’ve just
described my last week, let’s go
there.
Alzheimer’s disease (AD)
accounts for the majority of

dementia cases. Luckily, the agespecific cases are on the decline,
have been for decades. In a
2017 JAMA article, Americans
over the age of 65 diagnosed
with dementia had decreased
from 11.6 percent in 2000 to 8.8
percent in 2012. But with more
people living longer, total cases
are increasing.
Hereditary AD is rare, but
hits young: before 65. In the Rotterdam Study, the average age
of dementia diagnosis is 82. But
memory problems start 16 years
earlier.
The kind of memory loss
associated with AD is insidious, progressive. Grandpa tells

his favorite story. Years ago, he
bought a three-pronged, plastic cactus lamp for $2.75 from
Goodwill (“a highway robbery!”).
While cleaning it, he found a wad
of cash, $362 to be exact, hidden
in the stem. What he forgets – he
just told that story 15 minutes
ago. Other signs of cognitive
decline may be loss of motivation, organization, insight.
To work up dementia, doctors do blood tests, brain scans
and psychiatric evaluations. What
they’re looking for are treatable
causes of dementia: thyroid
problems, nutritional deficiency,
depression, strokes. AD, like Parkinson’s disease, is diagnosed

Dwyer Center hosts ‘What You Need to
Know Before You Retire’ series
by LESLIE SELIG

R

etirement is a big decision, and one that takes
planning if you are to
retire successfully. Finances,
Social Security, Medicare and
what to do with all that free time
are some of the biggest issues
you need to think about. These
topics and more will be covered
in a five-part series called Retirement 101, presented by the Bay
Village Senior Center:
• Using Work to Your Advan-

tage – Tuesday, April 17,
7 p.m. This workshop is for

those thinking ahead to when
they will need to determine
their optimal employment
situation both prior to and
during retirement, along with
fallback options to fill gaps in
income. Participants may be
trying to determine when they
can stop working full-time.

• When to Claim Social Secu-

rity – Tuesday, April 24, 7
p.m. This workshop is for
adults nearing retirement and
exploring when to stop working full-time and start collecting their Social Security
benefits. Younger audience

STILL ALICE
Theater candy
will be available
for $1 a box,
with proceeds
going to the
Alzheimer’s
Association

members may be considering
an early retirement and wondering how various work and
life circumstances will affect
the amount of Social Security
retirement benefits they will
receive and how this decision
will affect their retirement
paycheck.

• MEDICARE 101 – Tuesday,
May 1, 7 p.m. Hosted by the
Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information Program
(OSHIIP). Many people who
are ready to or have joined
Medicare have questions and
concerns about their health
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based on characteristic clinical
findings, not tests. Even an autopsy isn’t definitive; one-third of
people over 85 without dementia
have degenerative brain changes
consistent with AD.
The risk factors for AD are
everything doctors warn you
about: smoking, diabetes, obesity, hypertension, pesticide
exposure, sedentary lifestyle …
getting old.
However, there isn’t a single
intervention that’s been proven
to prevent or slow AD. Exercise
and a healthful diet are promising. Cognitive training, vitamins, gingko biloba, hormones,
drugs don’t work.
In a New York Times interview, David Holtzman, a neurologist who’s studied AD genes
for 25 years, was asked if he’d
tested himself for AD. “Why do
it,” he said, “when there is no
drug or lifestyle strategy that is
absolutely guaranteed to pro-

tect the brain?”
Here are my recommendations.
First, make lists. Get organized. Grocery list, to-do list,
bucket list. Also update your will
and advance directive – every
grownup should.
Second, exercise, buy broccoli in three-pound bags, take
naps, have a group of close
friends to grow old with. Last
week, Janet, my writer friend,
reminded me these early spring
flowers are crocuses. The
blackish birds that shroud my
neighborhood in late falls are
starlings. She sent me a video of
murmurations. It’s living poetry.
Still need a jolt of calm,
reassurance? Click on the news.
Somewhere, some dictator,
politician or celebrity had just
said or done something asinine
that’s bound to make you feel
like a beacon of common sense,
genius. 

coverage. Important deadlines exist for certain benefits.
Come to get your questions
answered and learn about
Medicare benefits, supplemental insurance policies,
Medicare Advantage plans and
prescription drug coverage.

to use their retirement plan
assets can have a long-term
impact on their retirement
paycheck.

• Managing Retirement Plan

Assets: Informed Retirement Decisions – Tuesday,
May 8, 7 p.m. This workshop
is for those nearing retirement
and are considering how their
employer-based retirement
plans will contribute to their
income in retirement. Some
audience members may be
uncertain or unaware of how
to build up retirement plan
assets or roll over retirement
plan assets. Decisions they
make about how and when

• So You’ve Retired. Now

What? – Tuesday, May 15,
5-8 p.m. This session will

focus on the personal fulfillment of the new retiree. At
6 p.m. there will be a panel
discussion with retirees who
are either volunteering and/
or went back to work. There
will also be a Volunteer Fair
with many organizations represented that offer a variety of
volunteer opportunities.
You do not need to attend
every session. RSVP to 899-3442,
or clupica@cityofbayvillage.com.
All programs will be held at the Bay
Village Dwyer Memorial Senior
Center, 300 Bryson Lane. 

Movie Matinee

April 11, 2018 | 2:00-4:00 p.m.
“Still Alice” tells a story of Dr. Alice Howland who faces earlyonset Alzheimer’s disease. As the once-vibrant woman struggles
to hang on to her sense of self for as long as possible, Alice’s
three grown children must watch
helplessly as their mother disappears
more and more with each passing day.
Movie shown in the assisted living
activity room.
Please R.S.V.P. to Gina Jakubowski
440-348-5424 by April 9, 2018

605 Bradley Road
ONeillHC.com

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Support the Observer advertisers.

They keep us humming along!

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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THE GREEN REPORT

Celebrate Earth Day in Bay by recycling, reusing
by JENNIFER HARTZELL

B

I’M GOING TO

WALDO’S
Landscape
Supply

• Firewood
• Bird Seed
• House Plants
• Straw
We Deliver!

10% OFF

ay Village is celebrating Earth Day on
Saturday, April 21, at
the Bay Village Police Department. Between 9 a.m. and
noon, you will be able to
drop off your sensitive documents for shredding, bulk
cardboard, and any usable
building materials and supplies you may have. There
is no limit to the amount of
paper you can bring to shred,
so please bring it all!
Additionally, Habitat for
Humanity will be on location
that morning from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. to collect items in good
usable condition such as:
building supplies, trash containers, furniture, windows,
doors, cabinets, light fixtures,
sinks, tubs, showers, plumbing/electric/HVAC, lumber,
and full rolls of wallpaper.
Please do not bring mattresses, paint or clothing.

For a full list of what is
accepted please check
clevelandhabitat.org/
restore/donations.
Why is participating in shredded
and building supply
donation important?
Anytime we can divert
items from going in
the landfill, it is a win
for the Earth. When
you bring your sensitive documents for
shredding, you can
be sure it will be recycled.
Shredded paper is not recyclable curbside. If you are
not able to participate in the
shred day, you are also able
to put your shredded paper
(inside of a paper bag) into
the Paper Retriever bins
located around town (such
as the ones across the street
from Huntington Beach).
Donating usable building supplies to Habitat
ensures that they will be

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

FIREWOOD
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small-group
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READINGWE
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SHREDDING DAY
used/reused. By
donating to Habitat, you are not only
h e l p i n g Ha b i t a t
help people you are
helping the Earth by
diverting would-be waste
from the landfill. In the
United States, is estimated
that 251 million tons of solid
waste is generated yearly,
with less than one-third of
that being recycled or composted. Construction proj-

Saturday, April 21,
9 a.m. to noon
Bay Village Police
Station

ects account for as much as
40 percent of this waste.
When cleaning out your
garage this spring, please
remember the 4 R’s: Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle and Rethink
(rethink your future purchases).
Happy spring, everyone! 

through all of the Hearts Afire Parish
Based Programs (HAPP), and we built
a collaborative group/team of facilitators to spread the messages of Mary
and Divine Mercy through small group
or self-study retreats. Our priests have
completed and strongly endorse these
powerful retreats and our Director of
Spiritual Development, Dr. Andy Kereky,
is also an integral part of the HAPP team.
What does the “33 Days to Morning
Glory” retreat involve?
• It is a six-week retreat with an emphasis
on entrustment to Jesus through Mary.
• Four Marian giants, St. Louis de Montfort, St. Maximilian Kolbe, St. Mother
Teresa and St. John Paul II will teach
us in 33 days how to draw closer to the
Heart of Jesus through the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.
• Read the daily reflections. The daily
reading and prayers are done on your
own, and take about 5 minutes a day.
• Reflect, ponder, and answer 3-4 questions in your workbook each day.
• Meet once a week for 90 minutes to
discuss the material you have read,
watch a DVD, and recount our journey
through the retreat with your small
group and facilitator.
• Follow this format for 33 days.
• At the end of 33 days we will have a
small consecration ceremony on a
Mary feast day.
What does “Consoling the Heart of Jesus”
retreat look like?
• It is a 10-week retreat that explores
the St. Ignatius spiritual exercises with
an emphasis on the beauty of Divine
Mercy.
• The weekly reading takes about 45 minutes a week.
• Reflect, ponder, and answer 3-4 questions in your workbook each week.
• Meet once a week for 90 minutes to
discuss the material you have read,

St. Raphael pastor Fr. Tim Gareau,
left, shares a laugh with author
Fr. Michael Gaitley, whose books
are the core of a series of retreats.
watch a DVD, and recount our journey
through the retreat with your small
group and facilitator.
“33 Days to Morning Glory” and
“Consoling the Heart of Jesus” start the
week of April 9. Each retreat costs $40 for
materials. These are the first two in series
of retreats that will be available. You will
learn of the others as you participate in
the HAPP Ministry.
We encourage you, with heartfelt
gratitude, to become fully engaged in
this new and evangelical movement at
our parish in whatever format works for
you – small group or self-study retreat.
Together, through Mary, we will be
brought to the source of merciful love
– the Divine Mercy poised to transform
the world.
Please email heartsafireraphael@
gmail.com or call the St. Raphael Parish
office at 440-871-1100, ext. 106, if you
have any questions. 
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Upcoming programs
at Bay Village Branch Library

N

ow that spring is here, it’s a great
time to get focused on healthy living
and re-energizing your body. We’re
pleased to host nutritionist Lori DePietroStanden at the Bay Village library on Saturday, April 14, at 2 p.m. as she presents her
program, “Embracing the Anti-Inflammatory Lifestyle.” Learn what foods are antiinflammatory and how to incorporate them
into your diet to help you heal from inflammation and lose weight.
Bring the kids by during the week of April 2 to
April 6 to do a seasonal craft in the children’s
area. See below for more children’s activities
during spring break week.

CHILDREN
• Mondays & Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STORYTIME – ages 19-35 months.
• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STORYTIME – for all ages
• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND ME
STORYTIME – ages birth-18 months
• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in kindergarten)
• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORYTIME
- for all ages

Wednesday, April 4 (2 p.m.) SPRING
BREAK MOVIE: THE INCREDIBLES – Visit
the library for a special screening of “The
Incredibles.” Bring a blanket and pillow or
sleeping bag. A parent/guardian must sign
a release form before the program.

Thursday, April 5 (2 p.m.) PICTURE BOOK
PUTT-PUTT – Explore our mini course with
your favorite picture book characters. Stop
by the children’s desk for tee time reservations. Who will get a hole-in-one?

Holly Lane PTA
to hold annual
Big Kid Resale
by MEGAN NAVRATIL

T

he Holly Lane Elementary PTA will hold
its annual Big Kid resale event on Saturday, April 21, from 8:00 a.m. to noon.
The event will be held at Westlake High School,
27830 Hilliard Blvd.
The sale will feature gently used kids’ clothing, size 5T to juniors, kids’ toys, games and
books, as well as sports, music and computer
equipment, furniture and miscellaneous items.
Admission is $5 for the early-bird preview
from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and $1 for entrance
from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Cash sales only. Please,
no bills larger than $20.00. Small bills appreciated at the door.
Vendor registration is currently open.
Westlake Elementary School PTA members may
purchase a spot for $20. Non-PTA members may
purchase a spot for $25. All vendors are required
to bring a bake sale donation. Vendors price
and sell their own items and keep all the profits.
For more information or to register as a
vendor, visit my.cheddarup.com/c/westlakebig-kid-resale. 

Monday, April 9 (11 a.m.) HOMESCHOOL:
CREATIVE WRITING POETRY – Let’s celebrate National Poetry Month by composing
some poems of our own! We will talk about
the types of poetry and write poems basedon prompts. Registration required.

TEEN
Monday, April 9 and 16 (7 p.m.) GIRLS WHO
CODE – For girls in grades 6-12 who want to
explore coding in a fun and friendly way! Our
club will meet weekly on Mondays.

Wednesday, April 11 and 18 (3 p.m.) TEEN
ZONE – Grades 5 & up: Chill with something
fun to do after school – gaming, art, movies,
technology and more!

Saturday, April 14 (11 a.m.) GAMING WITH
MAKEY MAKEY – Grades 5-12: Ever wonder
what it would be like to play a video game
using only bananas and a computer? Learn to
use Makey Makeys to design circuits, use crazy
keypads and play computer games.

ADULT
Wednesday, April 18 (7 p.m.) THE PROBLEM OF WILDLIFE IN OUR GARDENS – Do
you have deer, rabbits, chipmunks, squirrels
and skunks frolicking in your garden and
dining on your carefully-tended plants? The
Cuyahoga County Master Gardeners will focus
on these problems and what we can do about
them.

Friday, April 20 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS BOOK
DISCUSSION – Join library staff and neighbors
for a monthly book discussion on the BAYarts
campus in the Sullivan Gallery. This month’s
book, “Everyone Brave is Forgiven” by Chris
Cleave, is available at the library and BAYarts.
Please register to attend the programs online
at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 440-8716392, or stop in to the library at 502 Cahoon
Road and register with a librarian. 

Rotary recognizes 15
outstanding West Shore
Career-Tech students
by LYNN DONALDSON

W

est Shore Career-Technical District Outstanding
Student Award recipients were honored by the Rotary
Club of Lakewood and Rocky River
at its noon luncheon on March 19
at the Don Umerley Civic Center.
The 15 students, top performers in their Career-Technical
programs, were chosen for their
exemplary accomplishments in
the classroom, school activities,
clubs, athletics and service in the
community. Each student exemplifies traits of leadership, dedication,
responsibility, caring, community
involvement and initiative.
“The Rotary Outstanding
Students represent the “best of
the best” in the West Shore Career
Technical District. Our teachers
and staff work tirelessly to give
all of our students rich academic,
technical and real world experiences,” remarked Bill DiMascio,
West Shore Career-Technical
District educational coordinator.
“These students have taken full
advantage of the opportunities
afforded to them. No matter what
path they chose to follow for future
success, we know they possess the
relevant knowledge and skills to
achieve to their fullest potential.”
School administrators, parents
and guests were among those in
attendance. According to Rotarian
Nancy Ralls, West Shore CareerTechnical District career development coordinator, this is the 21st

year the club has honored the Outstanding Student Award winners.
The Rotary club will present
each student with a gift card and
a plaque to honor their achievements at West Shore’s annual
Career Passport and Student Recognition Assembly on May 17.
Each award recipient is automatically nominated to receive
the “Career-Technical Student
of the Year Award” which will be
announced at West Shore’s Career
Passport and Student Recognition
Assembly.
West Shore districts are Bay
Village, Westlake, Lakewood and
Rocky River. This year West Shore
is serving 526 students in its workforce development programs.
The 2017-18 Outstanding Student Award recipients are: Kevin
Slemc, automotive technology;
Chelsea Inak, business management; Waheeb Zahriyeh, community-based training at GFS; Haley
Wlodarczyk, community-based
training at the Marriott; Matt Wick,
community-based training at Rae
Ann; Alexander Markham, construction trades; De’Vryon Gray,
culinary arts; Johnesha Johnson,
early childhood education; Omar
Mansour, electronic technology;
Alexander Gerakis, health careers
technology; Micah Inak, media art
and design; Natalie Pape, medical
office management; Andrew Van
Auken, networking/Cisco; Akosh
Raffai, engineering/Project Lead
the Way; and Melinda Warren, theatre arts. 

Concert series hosts Cleveland Orchestra members
by CAROL JACOBS

PHOTOS BY ROGER MASTROIANNI

by TARA MCGUINNESS

15

F

rom time to time, Rocky River Chamber Music Society
presents concerts that do not feature a known ensemble,
but rather bring together highly talented musicians
who are colleagues that delight in the joy of performing with
one another. On Monday, May 7, at 7:30 p.m. at West Shore
Unitarian Universalist Church in Rocky River, the Society will
present just such a concert featuring two Cleveland Orchestra
musicians and a pianist who has often recorded with Orchestra members. The ensemble will perform music by French
composer Camille Saint-Saëns, contemporary composer Jörg
Widmann, and Argentinian composer Astor Piazolla.
Peter Otto, violin, has garnered international critical
acclaim as “imminently violinistic … impulsive and passionate, wielding wonderfully facile technique.” His intellectual
curiosity and passion for the connection of music, philosophy,
and mathematics have led to a profound appreciation for
complex musical styles ranging from pre-Baroque to the present day. Franz Welser-Möst, music director of The Cleveland
Orchestra, appointed Peter Otto First Associate Concertmaster
in 2007. Currently Mr. Otto is also an adjunct professor of violin
at Cleveland State University.
Trina Struble was appointed principal harp of The Cleveland Orchestra in 2007. She joined the Orchestra as assistant
principal harp in 1992, after graduating from the Oberlin College Conservatory of Music with bachelor’s degrees in both
harp and violin. Later she earned master of music degrees in
harp and violin from the Cleveland Institute of Music. At both

Peter Otto, First Associate Trina Struble Bourne,
Concertmaster.
Principal Harp.
Oberlin and CIM Ms. Struble studied with the legendary Alice
Chalifoux, former principal harp of The Cleveland Orchestra.
Ms. Struble teaches privately and is adjunct professor of violin
at the Cleveland Institute of Music.
Pianist Randall Fusco has performed with or conducted
numerous orchestras in Northeastern Ohio and Pennsylvania.
He has recorded vocal and chamber music with many artists
including members of The Cleveland Orchestra. His Bachelor
and Master degrees of Music were earned at the Eastman
School of Music, and he studied conducting at the University
of Illinois. As professor of music at Hiram College, Mr. Randall
has taught piano, music theory, music history, and served as
co-staff accompanist.
Rocky River Chamber Music Society presents its concerts
to Northeast Ohio audiences at no admission charge. All are
welcome. For more information visit www.rrcms.org, or follow
RRCMS on Facebook and Twitter. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wednesday, April 4, 11 a.m.
SWEET ARTS CAFÉ
Free arts enrichment and socialization café
for those with memory loss/dementia and
their care partners (spouse, child, caregiver).
It begins with lunch, either brown bag or
ordered ahead of time from D’Italia Foods or
Panera (fee), and is followed by an arts, music,
storytelling or dance activity. Pre-register and/
or order lunch at 440-414-0434, ext. 2.
Center for Artful Living, 26633 Detroit Rd.,
Westlake

Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

with memory loss/dementia and their care
partners (spouse, child, caregiver). Participate
in visual art activities, music, storytelling,
poetry and dance. Enjoy coffee/tea, snacks,
and socialization. Pre-register at 440-414-0434,
ext. 2.
Center for Artful Living, 26633 Detroit Rd.,
Westlake

Wakeman, Ohio. Danielion is a small business
customizing in floral arrangements, home
décor and event planning. They specialize in
local and international artists and craftspeople.
Guests are welcome to attend. For more
information, visit theherbguild.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, April 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Q&A: CUTTING THE CORD AND
WINDOWS 10
The NEOPC (Northeast Ohio Personal
Wednesday, April 4, 1-2:30 p.m.
Computers) meeting will be in a Q&A format.
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH ASSISTANCE
As cutting the cord has become such a hot
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS will
topic, the club plans to have a full meeting
Monday, April 9, to Saturday, April 14,
offer free family history research assistance
on the subject later this year, but that should
see hours below
to the public. If you have data recorded to
not stop you from cutting that expensive cord
WESTLAKE COMPUTER ROUND-UP
pedigree and/or family group sheets, bring
right now. Saving money is always in fashion.
Drop off unwanted CPUs, monitors, tablets,
these forms with you.
The meeting is free and open to the public.
peripherals, printers, software, inkjet cartridges, Coffee, pastry and conversation start at 6:30,
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
cell phones and accessories. Also accepted are a short business meeting at 7, and then the
Ridge Rd.
stereo equipment, microwaves and cameras.
Q&A session will follow. For more info, go to
Hours: April 9-13, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; April 14, 7:30
Thursday, April 5, 7-8:30 p.m.
neopc.org.
a.m.-noon. This service is for Westlake residents Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
WESTLAKE UNITY TOASTMASTERS
only (no businesses, churches or schools). For
Ridge Rd.
Learn to overcome your fears of speaking,
develop better speaking and presentation skills, more information, call the Service Center at
440-835-6432.
think quickly and clearly on your feet, build
Wednesdays, April 11 to May 23, 7-8:30 p.m.
Westlake Service Center, 741 Bassett Rd.
strong leadership and mentoring skills, and
CATHOLICS COMING HOME
open doors in your personal and professional
This is a program for non-practicing Catholics
Monday, April 9, 7-8:45 p.m.
life. Contact: Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
to reconnect with their faith. For more details
and to register, call Mrs. Annette DeGidio at
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake WEST SHORE ANTIQUE AND HISTORY
CLUB MEETING
440-250-9028, Mrs. Dean Brennan at 440-725Join us as Cleveland historian Rebecca
3159 or Deacon Larry Gregg at 440-871-1100,
Friday, April 6, to Sunday, April 8
McFarland presents a program on Eliot Ness.
ext. 134. Information is available at www.
BAYARTS JURIED SHOW DROP-OFF
Guests are always welcome.
saintraphaelparish.com under “Parish Flyers.”
Professional and amateur artists 18 years and
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
St. Raphael Church, 525 Dover Center Rd., Bay
older are invited to submit work. A show of
Ridge Rd.
Village
work in all medium juried in for display. Visit
BAYarts.net for all information.
Wednesday, April 11, 11 a.m.
Wednesday, April 11, 7:30 p.m.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.
HERB GUILD GARDEN CLUB
SKYQUEST: HUMANS IN SPACE UPDATE
After the business meeting, there will be a
Join us for a look at what is currently
Friday, April 6, 2 p.m.
presentation starting at 12:30 p.m. This month, happening in the world of manned spaceCREATIVE CONNECTIONS
the presenter will come from Danielion in
flight. Planetarium specialist Katy Downing will
Free art enrichment program for individuals
Sunday, April 8, 7-8:30 p.m.
EXPLORING EL SALVADOR
Remembering our eight-day mission trip to El
Salvador.
Dover Congregation UCC, 2239 Dover Center Rd.,
Westlake

FREE...Your Choice!

share the latest information on the astronauts
aboard the International Space Station, the
2016 Twin Study and NASA's status of getting
humans back on the moon and beyond. Fee:
$7/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd.,
Bay Village
Friday, April 13, 7-9 p.m.
JURIED EXHIBITION OPENING RECEPTION
Professional and amateur artists, 18 years
and older can submit up to 2 entries in any
medium; cash awards and certificates.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.
Tuesday, April 17, 7 p.m.
WESTLAKE DEMOCRATIC CLUB
CANDIDATE FORUM
Voters will have a chance to hear from 16th
Congressional District candidates: Mark Dent,
Aaron Godfrey, Grant Goodrich, TJ Mulloy and
Susan Moran Palmer. If you wish, bring a snack
to share. Beverages provided. Contact Vern,
440-289-6291 or coachvlong@gmail.com.
Western Cuyahoga Lodge, FOP Hall #25, 26145
Center Ridge Rd., Westlake
Wednesday, April 18, 11:15 a.m.-2 p.m.
WESTLAKE GARDEN CLUB FIELD TRIP
The Westlake Garden Club will travel to
Westlake High School to learn more about
the school's beekeeping program and plans
for a pollinator garden. Arrivals start at 11:15.
There will be an indoor presentation, outdoor
garden tour, club meeting and lunch. The
event is open to the public but non-members
should register in advance with Shirley Lutz,
440-871-2541.
The Red Brick Community Arts Room, Westlake
High School, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant Eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave.
in Cleveland, Ohio

LOCKBOX
FINDS
$$ CASH $$
For Quality
Estate Jewelry

Please consult our website for additional information and services

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

THREE-O-FIVE
Kids, Teens
HOSPITAL
ANIMAL
Looking for quality, affordable dental care? & Emergencies
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

Welcome!

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services

Three-O-Five
26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com
440-871-8588

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

620 Dover
Center Rd.

440-871-0899

Animal Hospital
The Westside’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Thanks to all of
our advertisers.
You keep us
humming along!

Gold Diamonds
Coins Art Bronzes

Call 216-630-5477

HOT DIGGITY D G
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Personal In-Home Pet Care

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Greenisland
Irish Restaurant & Pub

Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)
Bay Village • 440-250-9086

Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

“We take the
worry out of
being away”

• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time /
special requests
• All in the surroundings
of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com

440-823-9159

Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

Owner Nancy Brown
and Montana

