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Bay Village Schools
selects next
superintendent

‘Shrek the Musical Jr.’
Performed by the
St. Raphael Drama Club

by KAREN DERBY

WPD Community Police
Academy starts March 21
by MICHAELA KEKEDY

T

he Westlake Police Department’s Community Police
Academy, an 11-week police
discovery program, will be held on
Wednesdays, March 21-May 30,
from 6:30-9:30 p.m. The free course
covers police procedures and provides hands-on instruction from
department personnel, including

patrol and traffic operations, SWAT,
self-defense and firearms training,
crime scene processing, and more.
The application deadline is
Wednesday, March 14. Preference is given to applicants who
live or work in Westlake but is
open to all. The brochure/application and more details are available at www.cityofwestlake.org/
Police-Academy. 

The Westlake Police Department is bringing back its hands-on
course about police procedures. The deadline to apply for the
Community Police Academy is March 14.

/wbvobserver

More stories, photos
and events online at
wbvobserver.com
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T

he Bay Village Board of
Education has hired Jodie
Hausmann, superintendent of Perkins Local School
District in Sandusky, Ohio, to
replace the district’s current
superintendent, Clint Keener,
when his retirement becomes
effective Aug. 1.
Hausmann has served as
superintendent at Perkins since
2015, where she led a strategic planning process engaging
more than 100 of the district’s
Mrs. Jodie Hausmann will
stakeholders. She collaborated
be the next superintendent
with community members for
of Bay Village Schools.
passage of an operating levy and
permanent improvement renewal levy after a long district history
of failed ballot issues. Under her instructional leadership, gradelevel Value Added scores for the district moved from failing to
straight A’s in one year, earning the Ohio Department of Education’s Momentum Award for two years.
» See SUPERINTENDENT page 2

Lord Farquaad, played by Aiden Bruder, shows his tyrannical side as he looms over the
maidens of Duloc, played by Colleen Barrett, Caitlyn Hoban, Katie Sommers, Delaney Bill,
Gigi Dixon and Mallory Zadel, in the St. Raphael School performance of “Shrek the Musical
Jr.” The first two showings of the play were March 3 and 4 in the Parish Activity Center. A
third performance will be held Saturday, March 10, at 7 p.m., with a Meet the Cast lunch on
Sunday, March 11, at 3 p.m. See more photos at wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.

Beloved artist and
Westlake native
son passes away
by LYSA STANTON

C

elebrated artist and sculptor Harold
Balazs passed away on Dec. 30, 2017, in
Mead, Washington. He was 89 years old.
Harold was born in Dover (now Westlake)
in 1928 and graduated from Dover High School
in 1946. While in school he participated in basketball, hockey, volleyball, football, track, and
student council. He was president of student
council during his senior year.
Harold started art lessons at the Cleveland
Museum of Art at the age of 12, and continued
them for several years after. He was encouraged in this by his mother, who worked as a
telephone operator. His father’s work in sheet
metal fabrication and air conditioning repair
provided young Harold the opportunity to
become familiar with materials he would later
use in his art.
After graduating from high school, the
family moved to the state of Washington. Harold
received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from
Washington State College in 1953. By this time,

This sculpture by Westlake native Harold
Balazs was installed in 2005 at the corner
of Hilliard and Dover Center roads.
he was married to Rosemary Schneider for about
three years and they had started a family.
Harold believed that “art should be a
thing of wonder” and carried that idea into
the various mediums of metal, concrete and
enamel in which he worked. His pieces have a
bold style and have been integrated into many
public buildings, churches and schools. His
works are found both internationally as well
as in the United States.
» See ARTIST page 4
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Before becoming superintendent at Perkins, Hausmann was Director of Teaching and Learning for the
Parma City School District for
four years, where she had previously served as an elementary school principal after
teaching in that district at the
elementary school level. She
holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in elementary education from Cleveland State
University (CSU), a master's
degree in technology from
Baldwin Wallace University,
and she received her superintendent licensure from CSU.
“Bay Village has been
a district of excellence for
many years and has a strong,
rich tradition of success,”
said Hausmann. “I admire
the community’s support of
its schools and its hometown
values. It is clear that the staff
is dedicated to providing
an exemplary education by
ensuring all children’s needs
are met. My time attending
Bay Village school athletic
events, the Snoball Run and
the interview process affirms
for me that children are Bay
Village’s first priority. It is my
honor to be chosen as the new
superintendent of Bay Village
City Schools.”
Hausmann said she and
her husband, Mike, will be

looking for a home in Bay Village. “We are very impressed
with the natural beauty of Bay
Village,” she said. “We love the
local focus on the arts, and we
look forward to becoming a
part of the community and
meeting all our new neighbors.”

During my first 100 days, I will
be reaching out to listen and learn
about the rich history of Bay Village
and discover how we can work
together to continue the success
of the community.
-Jodie Hausmann
More than 30 applications for the district’s superintendent position were
received by Finding Leaders,
an educational search firm
hired by the board. Board
members then interviewed
candidates who closely
matched a profile that was
developed by the search
firm using feedback from
nine focus groups held with
district community members and school staff this
past November. Finalists also
participated in interviews
this month with a group representing parents, teachers,
support staff, administra-

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

‘Silent Sky’ continues
Clague's 90th season
by CURT ARNOLD

“S

ilent Sky" by
Lauren Gunderson tells the story
of real-life female astronomer Henrietta Leavitt and
her co-workers at the Harvard Observatory in the
early 20th century. She and
the ladies of her department were “computers”
for the male astronomers,
doing important research,
measurements and calculations for the men, but getting no credit for their work
nor access to Harvard’s telescope, “The Great Refractor.” However, Henrietta
and her contemporaries,
Annie Cannon and Williamina Fleming, went on to
gain access to the telescope
and to make important discoveries of their own.
Showing some of the
roots of feminism in the
United States, the play is
ideal for Women’s History
Month. These ladies’ sto-

tors and residents without
children in the schools, all
stakeholders in the district’s
success.
Board member Gayatry
Jacob-Mosier coordinated
the selection process with
Finding Leaders and said she
felt it worked well. “We have
the utmost confidence that
Jodie will do a great job for
our school district,” she said.
“I know that all stakeholders

ries are similar to others
throughout American history, including the “code
girls” who deciphered
enemy messages during
World War II and the female
NASA employees, also called
“computers,” in the early
space program (depicted
in the award-winning film
“Hidden Figures”). Annie
Cannon also became a dedicated suffragette, marching
for women’s voting rights.
Directed by Curt
Arnold, our cast includes
some familiar Clague faces
as well as some newcomers. Portraying Henrietta is
Brittany Gaul, with Jill Kenderes as her sister, Margaret.
Henrietta’s co-workers are
played by Pam Matthews as
Annie and Molly Clay as Williamina, and Andrew Keller
is Peter Shaw, an apprentice
astronomer, supervisor of
the ladies, and potential
suitor to Henrietta.
The theme of seeking
our place in the universe

wish her well and will help her
be successful in her new role.”
The school board took
the focus group feedback, the
stakeholder interview feedback, and information from
its own, multiple interviews
with the candidates and came
to a hiring decision.
“I look forward to working with Superintendent
Keener during a period of
time to ensure a smooth transition so that I can continue
his great work and strong
relationships with union
leaders, parent organizations
and community leaders,” said
Hausmann. “During my first

should appeal to anyone
who has stood in the backyard at midnight, looking up
at the stars and wondering
what’s “out there”!
‘Silent Sky’ runs from
March 9-31 on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday at 8:00
p.m. and Sunday at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets are $16 for adults,
$15 for seniors (60+), and
$10 for students (any age
with a valid ID). Tickets can
be purchased by visiting
or calling the box office at
440-331-0403 Wednesday
through Saturday from
1–6 p.m. or online at www.
clagueplayhouse.org.
In order to make the
art of theater more accessible to those in our community, Clague Playhouse
is excited to continue to
offer FREE Student Ticket
Nights! Designated only
for Thursday evening performances, students of any
age are invited to show their
student IDs (or other form
of school identification)
and attend any Thursday
Clague Playhouse showing
at no charge. Clague Playhouse is delighted to be able
to welcome students as we
celebrate our 90th season
and 50th in the Barn. 

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

100 days, I will be reaching
out to listen and learn about
the rich history of Bay Village
and discover how we can work
together to continue the success of the community.”
Steve Lee, president of
the school board, said board
members were very happy
with the outcome of the selection process and the high
quality of candidates who
applied.
“It has been an extremely
thorough process,” he said.
“Because we value all stakeholder opinions, we held
nine focus group sessions in
November. Five staff sessions
and four, widely-publicized
public sessions gave everyone
an opportunity to let the board
know the qualities and attributes in a new superintendent
that were important to them.
The group interviews gave us
even more information. It all
helped our board members
make our decision in filling
this important position in our
district.”
Lee said that Hausmann
impressed the board with her
knowledge, experience, and
past performance, as well as
with her thorough knowledge
of the Bay Village district. “We
believe Jodie can keep us on
our path of excellence while
meeting a variety of new challenges we face in the future,”
he said. “We are all very much
looking forward to working
with her.” 

BVECPTA Spring
Kids Resale on
March 24
by LEAH MURPHY

L

ooking to update your
little one’s wardrobe
without breaking the
bank? Swing by the Bay Village
Early Childhood PTA's annual
Spring Kids Resale on Saturday, March 24, from 8 a.m. to
noon. The event will be held in
the school gym at Bay Middle
School, 27725 Wolf Road.
The sale will feature
gently used baby and children’s clothing (sizes newborn to 14/16), baby items,
toys and games, books, and
large items such as strollers,
cribs, high chairs, bouncers
and more.
Early bird admission is $5
from 8-9 a.m. and there will be
a $1 admission for those entering from 9 a.m.-noon. A $50
Target gift card will be raffled
off for the early bird crowd.
Interested in becoming
a seller? Please visit bvecpta.
org/events for more information on selling and to reserve
your spot. Deadline for seller
registration is March 10. 
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by BVPD Chief MARK SPAETZEL

T

he recent school shooting incident in Parkland,
Florida, which took the
lives of 17 innocent students
and teachers causes us all to
reflect on what our city and
schools are doing to prevent
and respond to such tragedies.
It is a natural reaction for parents to be concerned about
the safety of their children in
the schools during such tragic
incidents.
The Bay Schools have
Emergency Management
Plans in place for each school
building in the district. Safety
plans are required by the Ohio
Revised Code section 3313.536.
These plans were promulgated
and reviewed by school administrators; the police and fire
departments; parent, teacher
and non-teacher employee representatives and others. Within
this comprehensive operations
plan are procedures for active

shooter incidents.
For several years the Bay
Village Police Department has
worked on conducting crisis
response and safety training
sessions with all the schools,
including participating in
active shooting scenarios. The
next training has been scheduled for this month. Important
insight is gained from these
trainings in addition to ensuring the students, faculty and
law enforcement understand
how to react and are coordinated in their response.
Prevention of acts of violence within the schools is
the top priority. Early identification and prompt intervention is the key to keeping our Bay Village police officers train at Bay High School with staff
schools and community safe. and students during an active shooter training scenario in 2016.
The exceptional communication between the Bay Village forms and depends upon the Services program, in place
Police Department and the Bay particulars of each case but since 1996, provides prevenSchools enables quick action always involves the student, tion, intervention and counselwhen concerning behavior parents, schools, city and any ing services to our youth and
arises.
professional services that may their families. Anyone who
Intervention takes many be required. The Bay Family feels they could benefit from

‘Wow Factor’ comes to Porter Library

W

estlake Porter
Public Library
will welcome a
speaker from the Western
Reserve Historical Society
to discuss their exhibit,
"Wow Factor: 150 Years of
Collecting Bold Clothes,"
on Thursday, March 22, at 7
p.m. The exhibit showcases
15 decades of fashionable,
inspiring Clevelanders and
their style. The presentation will highlight WRHS’s
outstanding collection of
show-stopping clothing
and accessories made by
Cleveland designers as well
as international designers
such as Christian Dior and

Carolina Herrera.
"Wow Factor"
tells the stories of
inspiring Clevelanders
who
are immigrants,
scholars, artists,
athletes, philanthropists and
CEOs. The exhibit
includes over 100
garments, acces- A sampling of some of the clothing on display at the Western
sories, pieces of Reserve Historical Society. The exhibit is the topic of a March
jewelry and works 22 program at Porter Library.
and textile collection began be open through April 22.
of art. The objects
represent the quality and during the 1930s after gifts The program at Porter
history of the costume and from several of Cleveland’s Library is free but space is
textile collection, which prominent families. The limited. Please register by
encompasses over 40,000 current gallery, Chisholm calling 44-871-2600 or go
objects – some never before Halle Costume Wing, was to www.westlakelibrary.org
dedicated in 1986. The and click on the events calon view.
The WRHS costume "Wow Factor" exhibit will endar to register online. 

WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

by JOANNE PENKALSKI

PHOTO BY KAREN DERBY

Bay schools, city work together to prevent school violence
this service is encouraged to
contact Bay Family Services at
440-617-7416. All communications and services are confidential.
For more than 30 years, the
City of Bay Village has also been
involved in a juvenile diversion
program that diverts low-level
offenders from the Cuyahoga
County Juvenile Court system
back to the City. Individualized
wraparound services are then
implemented to better serve
each youth offender. This highly
successful program allows for
efforts to focus on the underlying issues which resulted in the
offender’s behavior and a more
rapid resolution to the case.
The safety of our children
is paramount. Together, the
Bay Schools and the City of Bay
Village have established education/prevention programming
and counseling/intervention
services and continue to work
toward making Bay Village a safe
community. 

BAYarts granted
$100k for Playhouse
from state budget
by NANCY HEATON

I

n an exciting show of confidence in the efforts
of BAYarts to provide community engagement and restore the historical Huntington
Playhouse for sustained use, BAYarts was allocated $100,000 from the state capital budget for
the renovation.
State lawmakers announced their plan last
Monday to spend more than $2.6 billion on capital improvements throughout Ohio for roads,
bridges, parks, art and sport facilities and other
initiatives. In addition, $20 million has been
allocated for new scientific projects designed
to fight opioid addiction, a rising concern in
northeast Ohio.
“I’m excited to see funds proposed for
Huntington Playhouse in the Capital
Budget," said State Representative
David Greenspan, a supporter of the
project. “BAYarts has been working
tirelessly to rehabilitate the facility
and is an organization that provides
excellent programming for Bay Village
and the surrounding communities.”
BAYarts received state funds
in 2010 for the Fuller House renovation, and in 2015 for the Karen
Ryel Ceramic Studio. None of those
projects would have been possible
without the support of our lawmakers who understand the value that
an organization like BAYarts has to
the quality of life in northeast Ohio.
We’re thrilled that this allocation
will move the project closer to our
$2 million goal.
BAYarts' upcoming benefit,
“ENCORE: The Second Act of the
Playhouse,” is scheduled for April 28
when plans for the renovation will be
outlined. Details and tickets are available at www.bayarts.net. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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WESTLAKE TOWN CRIERS

Westlake Easter Egg Hunt
set for March 24
by AL PSOTA

PHOTO BY DENNY WENDELL

T

Kids rush off during a candy scramble, as Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough gives the
signal, during the 2016 Westlake Town Criers' Easter Egg Hunt at the Rec Center.

ARTIST

from front page
In an oral history
Harold did for the Smithsonian on Aug. 13, 2012,
he fondly recalled his time
working on his grandfather’s farm taking produce
to market. Harold and his
cousin made some extra
spending money by selling
the berries they picked.
This love of Westlake
carried on for his entire life
as was evident when I spoke
recently with his widow to
express the Westlake Historical Society’s condolences. She told me, "He
loved Westlake and spoke
of it often."
This abiding love of
Westlake shines through
the “Circle of Life” brushed
stainless steel sculpture that
stands on the southwest

corner of Hilliard Boulevard and Dover Center
Road. His work measures
about 16 feet in diameter
and was commissioned by
the Westlake Westshore Arts
Council. It was presented to
the City in July 2005.
When one looks
through Harold’s family
tree, one finds familiar
families like Beardsley, Hall,
Lilly and Smith.
The Westlake Historical
Society’s Outreach & Education Committee are working on a plan to celebrate
and honor the life of Harold
Balazs. Details on this project and ways that you can
help to support it will be
forthcoming.
As he always said,
”Time is short, so you
better get your brain and
hands busy and do good
stuff.” 

he Westlake Town
Criers announce
the 2018 Westlake
City Easter Egg Hunt and
Candy Scramble will
again be held at the Westlake Recreation Center,
28955 Hilliard Blvd., on
Saturday, March 24.
There will be two
candy scrambles: the
first at 1:00 p.m. for
those ages 4 through 6,
and the second at 1:30
p.m. for those ages 7
through 10. At these

BAY VILLAGE KIWANIS

Have breakfast with the
Easter Bunny on March 18
by STAN GRISNIK

T

he Bay Village Kiwanis
Club and the Bay High
School Key Club will hold
their annual Pancake Breakfast
with the Easter Bunny fundraiser
in the Bay Middle School cafeteria on Sunday, March 18, from
8:00 a.m. until noon. Enjoy some
fresh homemade pancakes and
fun crafts for the children. Bring
your camera and snap a few
photos with the Easter Bunny
and the Fairytale Foundation
Princesses.
Pre-sale tickets can be
obtained from Bay Village
Kiwanis members for $6 each.
Ticket prices at the door are $7.

1.80

%

APY

Children under 5 are free.
Working along with the Key
Club, the Bay Village Kiwanis
has spent more than 50 years
providing support to the edu-

Richmond Hts. Branch
754 Richmond Rd.
216-920-0123

the Westlake High School
National Honor Society.
The hunts are held
at the outdoor playground area. Come
early as the hunts start
promptly and parking is
limited.
This event is sponsored by the Westlake
Town Criers with support from the Westlake
Giant Eagle as well as the
Westlake recreation and
service departments.
There is no charge
and a great time is had
by all. 

cational community through
fundraisers such as the pancake
breakfast.
If you would like to learn
more about Bay Village Kiwanis
and what we do, join us for dinner
Tuesday nights from 6:30-8 p.m.
at Bay United Methodist Church.
Visit our website bayvillagekiwanis.com for more information,
or visit our Facebook page, Bay
Village Kiwanis. 

12-Month Term
Relationship CD

*

$500 minimum deposit. Regular CD rate 1.24%.
Interest Plus Checking bonus .25%, Cardinal VISA® bonus .30%.

Great
Rate…
and superior customer service.
Area Branches:
Mentor Branch
8500 Westport Drive
440-266-2200

times the children will
scramble for wrapped
candy and also for special eggs redeemable for
stuffed animals.
For children age
3 and under, there is a
non-competitive Easter
egg hunt where the child
simply hunts for eggs
that are redeemed for
candy and prizes.
There will also be
live 6-foot-tall Easter
bunnies available for
pictures, and there will
be face painting and
refreshments courtesy of

Open to the public.
Anyone can join for $5.

Willoughby Branch
34465 Euclid Ave.
440-946-0642

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of January 19, 2018, and is subject to change without notice. Rates is
1.79%/1.80%(APY). $500 minimum to obtain APY. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.Interest Plus
Checking- requires $5 to open, plus ACH direct deposit of payroll, pension or government benefits and 5 transactions per month.
Cardinal VISA card- subject to credit approval.
Cardinal Credit Union membership is open to anyone who lives, works, worships, or attends school in Lake, Geauga, Cuyahoga,
Ashtabula, Portage, Summit, Mahoning, Trumbull, or Columbiana counties.
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Westlake Branch
26931 Detroit Rd.
440-438-3102

CardinalCU.com
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SPORTING VIEWS

Much ado
about Wahoo
a big boo-hoo
by JEFF BING

S

o now that we’ve all had a little
time to digest the Tribe’s decision (due to major pressure from
Major League Baseball) to “transition”
Chief Wahoo (“transition” sounds
much more palatable than “dump”),
how do you feel about saying adios to
the Chief?
I have to admit to being a little
saddened, but probably not for the
reasons you might think. I’m both
saddened and puzzled by the Indians'
decision, though not surprised. It’s just
another notch in the belt for (misapplied, in my opinion) political correctness, right? Isn’t it the same “Happy
Holidays” mentality that’s become
the new (unrealistic) standard in our
society as we move forward with the
“everybody wins, nobody loses – ever”
approach?
See, here’s the thing with me:

I grew up a Cleveland Indians fan,
so Chief Wahoo has been a part of
my life for as long as I can
remember, and that’s
approaching six decades
or so now). Never – not
once in my life – did
I ever think of Chief
Wahoo as anything
more than a symbol of our
baseball team, which was
named, coincidentally, the Cleveland
Indians. The Chief was woven into our
lives as much as he was woven into the
players’ uniforms.
The rationale behind the assertion
that the Chief is – oops, was – somehow
a racist depiction truly escapes me.
Many point to the smile of the Chief
as somehow racist. Now, let’s hold on
a microsecond here. Everyone is aware
that Chief Wahoo is a cartoon caricature, right? And as anyone who has ever
seen a caricature (check out the political cartoonists if you need help) also
understands that a caricature contains
exaggerations. Otherwise, it wouldn’t
be a caricature, would it? And besides,
who wants some serious dude as the
poster boy for their sports team? Not
me. So we had a happy Indian (remember, the team name was “Indians”)
(who was a caricature, remember) and
consequently had a big smile. Racism?

I don’t think so.
While we’re on the subject, I’d like to find out from
Native Americans exactly how
this “victory” has improved (or
is anticipated to improve)
their lives down the road.
Take your time answering
that; I think you’ll need it. If it
is thought that the elimination of
Chief Wahoo will in some way elevate
the stature of the Native American, I’m
afraid you’re kidding yourselves. The
racists (and to be sure, they are out
there) won’t be swayed by something
like changing a team caricature.
I don’t remember the first year the
“Ban the Chief” Opening Day protests
started at the old stadium, but I was
as confused at the choice of venue
for the protest. The protests always
lasted one game – the Indians’ home
opener – and then promptly disappeared for the remainder of the year.
I understand the crowds were bigger
and that the most media attention
was focused on the opener, but if
the social injustice was that severe, I
always wondered why the protest was
simply an annual tradition. Wrong is
wrong 81 games a year, right?
Chief Wahoo: I will miss you
dearly, my old friend. Thanks for the
fond memories. 

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

A

t every annual checkup, in front of the vet’s
office, my 70-pound
shepherd mutt, Rosie, hams a
scene for the Oscars. Collapsing dramatically on the concrete. I tug; she wails. I pull;
she howls like she’d glimpsed
an afterlife without liver bits,
belly scratches, squirrels.
But I’m her. I hate going
to doctors. Last year, I got my
blood pressure almost down –
there they went lowering the
cutoff again.
Having the right primary
care physician helps. How do
you begin?

Within insurance network
Recommendations from
your neighbors, yoga instructor or dentist are good starts.
But don’t start with an out-ofnetwork provider, not unless
you absolutely need a second
opinion from an expert – the
only one of two in the U.S. who
can explain why your family has
odd-numbered toes.

Ratings

My friend had a small practice on the west side of town for
10 years. Within a year of joining a bigger hospital on the east
side, she was on a “best doctors”
list. She and I used to laugh how
she’d gotten “smart” overnight.
Are the doctors on those

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

Celebrate spring equinox
with labyrinth walk
by SHARON FEDOR

T

here are many things, I
will call them circumstances, that keep us
feeling, perhaps believing, that
we are separate and very different from our fellow man. Some
would point out the "generation gap," emphasizing age as a
factor that makes us so different
from other human beings.
For example, those that are

so much younger than us, don't
they just seem, well ... so darn
young?! Then, there are those
who would point out the color of
skin, and isolate themselves away
from those of a different race.
Would you talk to a homeless person, or judge their circumstances as too different
from yours? At work, do you feel
it is only worthwhile to converse
with those who can help you get
ahead?

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

VFW seeks local
veterans
Feb. 28, 1991, was the official Cease
Fire to the Gulf War. This year marked
the 27th anniversary. There are not many
tributes to this event, but the VFW wants
to ensure that all those who served are
not forgotten. Thank you for your brave
and dedicated service to our country.
I want to ensure that if you are not a
member, you are aware of the existence
of our Post and may consider joining
and serving the community and continue your unselfish service to our country. We meet the second Tuesday of the
month, 7 p.m., at the Bay Village Police
Station Community Room. Hope to see
you there!
We could use more men and
women from your era in our activities.
We support local scholarships, veteran
support and community efforts. One
example is our work to establish a Veterans Honor Wall at the Dwyer Center.
We need to continue these efforts into
a new generation.
Thank you again for your service to
our country and our freedom.
– Fred Green,
Bay Village VFW Commander

or relief. While we’ve mapped
out the entire human genome,
cloned sheep, grown bladders
on petri dishes, we have no cure
for the common cold – or aging.

Less is more

Not every bad headache is a
brain tumor. But it requires good,
old-fashioned history taking, a
physical exam, clinical experience – and steely nerves – for doctors not to test and test and test.
Doctors who cast a wide
net of tests and treatments are
not necessarily doing what’s
best for their patients. A friend’s
relatively healthy, 87-year-old
father tired easily. She took him
for evaluation. He took a stress
test and an echo test, got two
stents and bled out.
Now he lives by a pillbox –
and still tires easily. My friend
thinks doctors saved her dad’s
life. I wonder.
So, don’t be alarmed or
disappointed if you’re told that
nothing needs to be done – yet.
Or told how to “live with it”
when you’re looking for a cure

I can think of one word
that will bring us all together
in a common bond: spring!
Even though it hasn't been
our roughest winter, very few
among us can say we are not
looking forward to spring.
Nature goes through an
astounding growth process,
only in spring, that mankind
can take a lesson from.
Come refresh and release,
on Tuesday, March 20, 6:30-7
p.m., and celebrate this season
outdoors with a Spring Equinox Labyrinth Walk at Unity
Spiritual Center Westlake.
This 90-foot in diameter labyrinth, the largest one in Ohio,
is a replica of the world famous
labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral

in France.
Labyrinths and their patterns can be found across many
cultures, going as far back as
4,000 years. You can follow the
three "R's" when walking the
labyrinth: release on the way
in, receive in the center, then
return back into the world
carrying close to your heart
that which you have received.
Adding a fourth "R," think
rebirth.
There are many benefits to
walking labyrinths, which are
considered a walking meditation. Some benefits others have
experienced walking a labyrinth
– it allows you to clear your
mind, enables you to tune into
the rhythms of Mother Earth,

boosts your creativity, helps
build a stronger sense of selfidentity, and builds an experience of greater peace. Not bad
for a spin around a spiral.
Unity hosts quarterly community labyrinth walks corresponding to the equinoxes and
the solstices. All are welcome.
Indoor and outdoor labyrinths
are available. The outdoor labyrinth requires dressing right for
the weather.
Unity of Westlake is located
at 23855 Detroit Road; the outdoor labyrinth is behind the
main building. For more information, call 440-835-0400.
“It is spring again. The earth
is like a child that knows poems
by heart.” – Rainer Maria Rilke 

Picking a PCP – for the squeamish
by DIANA PI, M.D.

5

lists good? You bet. But they
aren’t the only good doctors
around. Or the only ones good
for you.
Reading resumes and
patient evaluations helps little.
An impressive resume reflects
more IQ (intelligence quotient)
than EQ (emotional quotient).
Patient comments, skewed to
the rant-and-rave or doctor’s
sociability, are subjective and
too few to be meaningful.
In my old practice, I often
sought the help of a colleague,
who, like a seasoned cheese,
was a bit of an acquired taste.
But I trusted his crusty, honest
answers.

In the office

I value doctors who listen.
(Or convincingly appear to, like
my husband and Rosie.)
Their questioning follows
a thread, anticipatory. Then
they explain why they suspect
A, maybe B and C. “If I were
you,” they say, “I’d try X then
Y, or let’s wait and see.” They
answer “silly” questions. You
leave feeling “listened to.” Even
without a definitive diagnosis,
you understand your options.
When to call back.
Trust your gut. Because in
life, there are two people you
can’t lie to: your priest and your
primary care doctor. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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ATTEND OUR FREE PROGRAM
ATTEND OUR FREE PROGRAM

It’s time for ‘National Give Your
Adult Daughter a Break Week’

by MIKE NOCK

S
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DEVON OAKS

Join
Join us
us for
for aa presentation
presentation with
with Jan
Jan Fragapane,
Fragapane, real
real estate
estate
agent
from
Howard
Hanna,
to
discuss
real
estate
concerns
agent from Howard Hanna, to discuss real estate concerns
when moving to assisted living, including preparing a home
when moving to assisted living, including preparing a home
for sale and downsizing possessions. Jan has received the
for sale and
downsizing
possessions.
Jan
received the
CABOR
professional
of the
year award
ofhas
achievement
and
CABOR
professional
of the year
award
achievement and
the
National
Sales Excellence
Award
forof2017.

the National Sales Excellence Award for 2017.

EVENT: DOWNSIZING TO YOUR NEW HOME

EVENT: March
DOWNSIZING
TO YOUR
NEW
HOME
DATE:
14th, Wednesday
| 6:00
p.m.
-7:30 p.m.
March 22nd, Thursday | Noon -1:30 p.m.
DATE:

RSVP:

March 14th, Wednesday | 6:00 p.m. -7:30 p.m.

Kathy
at 440.250.2300
MarchBultema
22nd, Thursday
| Noon -1:30 p.m.

PLACE: Devon Oaks Assisted Living
RSVP: Kathy Bultema at 440.250.2300
2345 Crocker Road | Westlake, OH 44145

PLACE: Devon Oaks Assisted Living
2345 Crocker Road | Westlake, OH 44145

trolling through Heinen’s the other
day I was surprised to find a 4-yearold girl roaming the store by herself.
I peered around the corner behind me
and saw that all was well; her mom and
grandma were just an aisle behind her.
It’s a regular sight these days – the
multi-generational shopping trip – and
if there were a club for its practitioners
the logo would be a mom face-planted
near the dairy section, with Gumby arms
stretched halfway up adjacent aisles by a
toddler and a grandma.
These are perilous times for socalled sandwich moms, in large part
because their own moms don’t understand what the big deal is. The Big Deal
is that 1978 Mom and 2018 Mom are as
similar as a Ford Country Squire and a
Mitsubishi Outlander.
1978 Mom worked hard too, but
almost exclusively in the home. Her
daughter, 2018 Mom, often works outside
the home AND takes care of her kids.
1978 Mom lived before the breathtaking advances in healthcare over the
past several decades. Which means not
only that 2018 Mom’s own mother is
living into her early 80s on average, but
also that there are vastly more doctor’s
appointments and procedures.
1978 Mom lived in a time before
there was so much danger for children,
enthusiastically featured every night on
the local news, and ricocheted around the
globe on Facebook. So 2018 Mom lives in

constant fear of what could happen.
My own 1978 Mom could send us
out for the day at 10 a.m. to ride our bikes,
via Bradley Road, to swim in ANOTHER
CITY. Or release us into the neighborhood without a worry.
2018 Mom’s children can’t leave the
yard without a note. Which means if
Mom’s home they’re checked on hourly,
then shuttled around to practices, play
dates and scheduled activities – unless
Grandma needs a lift to the ophthalmologist.
The good news, of course, is that
multi-generational life is a wonderful
thing. My wife and I marvel at the enormous gift of quality time our kids have
spent with all four of their grandparents.
A day rarely passes when I don’t see
a grandpa and his granddaughter at her
school play, or at the mall, or walking in
the neighborhood. Millions of American
families are enjoying the richness of
multi-generational life.
But it's 2018 Mom who holds it all
together. Her kids are at the kitchen table
every morning and night. Her own folks
are in a nearby town waiting for her to
call or drop by. Everybody’s reaching for
those Gumby arms.
So today I’m proposing “National
Give Your Adult Daughter a Break Week.”
I encourage all 1978 Moms to give their
daughters a hug, and stealthily slip a gift
card for a massage, a Casa de Chardonnay dinner, or some free babysitting,
into the right rear pocket of her 2018
Mom Jeans. 

Aging in your own home doesn’t
have to mean eating alone.
27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village | (440) 871-3234 | KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older

Our CAREGivers help
thousands of seniors
age successfully at
home every day.

 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby

Take the first step.

 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

Call us at 440.734.7441 or
visit HomeInstead.com/257

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable
24 Hour Emergency Service

Live-In Manager

Ambulette Service
Medical and Social Transportation Services
Private pay and many insurance plans accepted.

GRACEFUL LIVING
MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION

A leader in quality & safety.

24500 Center Ridge Rd.
Suite 135, Westlake, OH
www.gracefullivingllc.com

440-899-2617 or 440-497-7597

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014WBVO
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Westlake Porter Public
Library Delivers!
If you’re a Westlake resident and are unable to get
to the library safely due to physical or medical reasons,
we’ll deliver library materials to you! We also deliver to
Westlake’s senior residential communities and nursing homes. Call our Outreach
Department at 440-250-5448 for more information.
27333 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, OH 44145
www.westlakelibrary.org 440-871-2600
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by LESLIE SELIG, Bay Village Director
of Community Services

H

ow important is social support
as a person ages? This may seem
like an easy question to answer.
Most people would not choose isolation
and loneliness versus spending time
with friends and loved ones. However,
can lack of social support really hinder a
person’s overall quality of life?
In a word, yes.
Lack of social support is related to
negative impacts on health and wellbeing, especially for seniors. Having a
variety of positive social supports can
contribute to psychological and physical wellness of the elderly. While the
relationship between physical activity
and vitality is well-documented, multiple recent studies have also revealed
an increasingly stronger link between
social interaction and mental and physical well-being for seniors.
When you think about it, most
seniors have spent a considerable portion of their lives in the company of
others – be it in the workplace or raising children. Upon reaching retirement
age, and with children leaving the house,

the opportunities for
socialization often
decrease, especially if the senior
must rely on others
for transportation.
There is even a term
now for seniors who
are not married and
have no children
living nearby: Elder
Orphans. There are
Elder Orphan groups
in many cities across
the U.S., as well as on
Seniors enjoy a tile game at the Dwyer Center.
social media, as this
group struggles to find adequate social- In fact, approximately 7 million people
ization in their lives.
over the age of 65 experience symptoms
Research has indicated that an active of depression. Having consistent human
social lifestyle is more important than contact and interaction can reduce
ever in helping seniors maintain a sharp depression, recent studies revealed.
mind, remain connected to the world 2. Improved nutrition
around them, increase feelings of hapThe need for proper nutrition is
piness, and develop a sense of belonging. vital for seniors, but healthy habits can
Various studies have shown that be difficult to maintain when living
socializing can produce the following alone. It is estimated that approximatepositive effects:
ly 35 percent of the elderly population
1. Improved mental health
suffer from malnutrition.
Symptoms of depression and 3. Improved physical health
memory problems affect many seniors.
Multiple studies have also revealed

PHOTO BY DENNY WENDELL

Can a senior center improve your health?

7

that an active social life can boost the
immune system, lower blood pressure,
and reduce physical pain that is reinforced by depression.
So where can a senior go to socialize and reap all of its benefits? In Bay
Village, it is the Dwyer Memorial Senior
Center, where you will find a large offering of fitness, educational and social
activities, with enough variety to appeal
to nearly everyone. Here you will find
several fitness programs designed to
strengthen the participants and improve
balance. We also offer many programs
that include lunch, and on the first
Tuesday of every month we host a senior
produce market where seniors may pick
up a variety of fresh produce at no cost.
We also host speakers on a wide range
of topics, some current, some historical,
but something for everyone.
In addition, as transportation can
become a major cause of isolation, Bay
Village also offers a transportation service for residents age 60 and older, or
disabled. Call 440-899-3410 for more
information.
To find out more about our activities, call the Dwyer Center at 440-8993409. If you don’t live in Bay Village
but would like information on another
Westshore senior center, please visit
www.westshoreseniors.org. 

Newly Renovated

Breakwater Apartments

OPEN

HOUS

4•22•

E

18

Now THIS is living.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Annual safe boating camp on hold
by GEORGE CHRIST

S

pirit of America,
the annual safe
boating program
that had previously
been sponsored by the
Bay Village Schools, is
in the process of finding a new sponsor. The
program is currently
delaying the application process until the
new facilitating organization is confirmed.
The Bay Village
Schools decided to end
their sponsorship due
to logistical reasons.
Another change comes
with the announcement that longtime
coordinator George
Christ has decided not
to coordinate the program, however he will
remain as an instructor
and assistant to the new
coordinator this year.
This has been a
very popular summer
program in the area
since 1999. Hundreds

of students have been
certified by passing
the Ohio Boating Education Course, which
is required by law in
order to operate a
vessel with an engine
over 10 horsepower,
and on-the-water skills
education. Students are
provided experience in
power boats, sail boats,
personal water craft,
canoes, kayaks, stand
up paddle boards, and
also a large boat like a
U.S. Coast Guard vessel.
The program is part of
the nationally recognized Spirit of America
Foundation (SOAF),
with programs across
America.
Former coordinator George Christ and
SOAF director Cecilia
Duer have been working to locate a new facilitating organization and
coordinator and will
continue to do so with
the hopes of providing the 2018 program

Westlake resident
sweeps Toastmasters
speech competition
by NISHA GUPTA

C

hristian Giardini, a wealth management
advisor with Giardini, Zavodny & Associates,
won first place in the Westlake Toastmasters
Club 497 evaluation contest and the international
speech contest. The event was held at Westlake
Porter Public Library.
Giardini joined Westlake Toastmasters 497 club

THE GREEN REPORT

Church embraces
plastic reduction;
Earth Hour 2018
by JENNIFER HARTZELL

T

Students learn safe boating skills from U.S.
Coast Guard personnel in a previous camp.
in Cuyahoga County
without delay. The main
functions of the facilitating organization will
be overall supervision
of the coordinator and
program, control of the
local finances, insurance of the program,
and "ownership" of
the equipment during
the time the organization is presenting the
program. The Spirit of
America Foundation
prefers that the facilitating organization is

a nonprofit entity like
a school or a park district, college or boat
club. The Foundation
provides all of the
equipment needed to
operate the program
and many volunteer
instructors are ready
to teach.
For more information, contact Cecilia Duer at director@
spiritofamerica95.org
or George Christ at
spirit44140@yahoo.
com. 

in 2011. “It has helped me to become a more effective communicator and a dynamic leader,” he said.
The inspiration for his winning speech was
his dog, Vader, who passed away at the age of 16.
Giardini shared the many lessons he learned from
his dog in a heartfelt and engaging way.
“Participating in speech contests has taught
me the importance of preparation and bringing
your best to any situation, ” said Giardini.
Giardini now qualifies for the District 10
Speech Competition to be held at Porter Library
on March 24 at 10:30 a.m.
The Westlake Toastmasters 497 Club meets
every Wednesday from noon to 1:15 p.m. at Porter
Library. Guests are always welcome to drop in.
For more information about the club, visit 497.
toastmastersclubs.org. 

he Church of England this
year asked people to give
up single-use plastics for
Lent. It is remarkable that their
entire Lent program was focused
on an environmental issue.
This request came at a
perfect time after the plastics
ban China has issued (China is
no long accepting plastic recyclables from around the world)
and England is seeing a backup of recyclables, just as the
United States is. Additionally,
the European Union announced
in December targets for waste
reduction for member nations,
with a focus on plastics.
The Church of England
created a calendar for a plastics-free Lent, with each day
providing tips about reducing everyday plastics or Bible
verses that are environmentally themed. You can find the
calendar at churchcare.co.uk/
images/Plastic_Free_Lent.pdf.
In it are suggestions such as
bringing your own water bottle
and shopping bags, as well as
requesting restaurant take-out
(or as they say, “takeaways”) to be
packed in a container you bring.
Additionally, it suggests using
bar soap instead of liquid hand
soap in a plastic bottle, and using
a razor with removable blades
rather than disposable.
I know that Lent is well on
its way, however the calendar
has some great suggestions
about everyday plastic reduction, so I encourage you to

check it out.
Earth Hour will be celebrated this year on March 24,
from 8:30-9:30 p.m. local time.
Coordinated by WWF, Earth
Hour is the world’s largest
grassroots movement for the
environment, with millions of
people taking part each year.
During the hour between 8:309:30 p.m. on March 24, it is
asked that you turn off all nonessential lights.
During Earth Hour in 2017,
187 countries took part including over 3,000 landmarks and
millions of individuals, businesses and organizations.
The goal is to spread the word
about climate change by word
of mouth and on social media.
In 2017, 18,526 people
donated the Earth Hour Facebook feed, which reached a
potential 12 million people.
Thirty countries saw the
hashtag #EARTHHOUR trend
on Twitter. This kind of social
media outreach spreads the
word about Earth Hour and
therefore sparks interest in
addressing climate change.
Making climate change part
of our everyday conversation
will help us to address climate
change now. The more people
who know and care about the
earth, the more the earth will be
helped. I hope you will participate in Earth Hour this year. You
can make it fun by hosting a candlelight dinner or telling ghost
stories in the dark, it’s entirely
up to you! Visit earthhour.org for
more information. 

Join us for a community education presentation

The Importance of
Mental Stimulation
Learn more about how keeping your mind active can
significantly improve your brain’s health. We will also be
decorating Easter eggs as an activity.

Friday, March 16, 2018 | 2:00 p.m.
Refreshments will be served.
Presentation will be in the
Assisted Living Activities Room.
Presented by: Julie Greer, MSW, LSW
O’Neill Healthcare Hospice
RSVP to Gina Jakubowski
at 440-348-5424 by March 14, 2018

605 Bradley Road
ONeillHC.com

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE
More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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Loneliness is the new chronic illness
by LYDIA GADD, Westlake
Director of Community
Services

A

ccording to a report last
year in Medical News
Today, loneliness is a
bigger killer than obesity. It is
reported to have surpassed obesity and even smoking as a risk
factor for premature death. A
meta-analysis of research in this
area from 1980-2014 finds that
social isolation increases risk of
death by 30-60 percent. Unfortunately, more and more people
report being lonely. Since the
1980s the percentage of Americans who say they are lonely has
doubled from 20 percent to 40
percent (according to the New
York Times, 2016). For these reasons, loneliness is emerging as a
new chronic illness.
Since many seniors live
alone and/or have experienced
many losses, they are an "atrisk" group for loneliness.
The good news is that
there are many options in our

area to help seniors find ways
to socialize and make important
connections. Senior centers are
places that offer many, many
options. If you take a look at the
Westshore Seniors website, you
will find a listing of hundreds of
activity options in 8 of our surrounding communities. Visit the
website at westshoreseniors.org
and see for yourself.
If you are apprehensive and
need to first "dangle your toes in
the water" before jumping in,
you can always tour your area
senior centers.
Westlake Senior and Community Services is open from
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday, and we are
happy to tour new folks and
help orient you to some of what
we have to offer. We are located
at 29694 Center Ridge Road,
and our phone number is 440899-3544. You can also find our
monthly newsletter online at
www.cityofwestlake.org/community-services, or sign up for
a subscription.

Here is a sampling of some
upcoming opportunities. All
activities listed below are free.
Be sure to RSVP to 440-899-3544.
Digital Literacy for Adults
Monday, April 2, 10 a.m.
– It's not too late to discover
how technology can keep you
engaged with your family and
the world. Tak Sato from the
Center for Aging in the Digital
World leads this conversation.
RSVP by March 30.
Memory Lane Trivia
Challenge
Friday, April 6, 1:30 p.m. –
Centers and clubs across the
country are filling their dining
rooms with excited members
who love to play Trivia Challenge. This trivia quiz competition is fun, socially interactive and mentally challenging. Teams may consist of 1-6
people. The group will have a
friendly competition between
Westlake, Rocky River and North
Olmsted senior centers. Call us if
you are interested in forming or
playing on a team, or just want

Seniors learn how to use Skype during a recent digital
literacy class taught by Tak Sato at the Westlake Senior &
Community Services Center.
to be a spectator. Light refreshments will be served. Held at
Rocky River Senior Center.
How to Prepare Your Home
for Downsizing
Mondays, March 19 and 26,
1 p.m. – Realtor Sherry Ascher
will be here to present a two-part
series on downsizing. Topics to
be covered will include: what
buyers are looking for, cosmetic
upgrades, what to expect while
your house is on the market and
much more. Light refreshments
will be served. RSVP by March 15.
Take Charge of Your Health
Tuesdays, April 17-May 22,
9-11:30 a.m. – This evidence-

based class developed by Stanford University focuses on developing self-management skills to
"take charge of your health."
People who have participated
in this program have seen an
improvement in their health
status and decreased stays in the
hospital. It is perfect for anyone
who struggles with any chronic
illness: diabetes, pain, hypertension or loneliness for example.
Thanks to a grant, the course,
complete with workbook and
CD for each participant, is
free of charge (as are the other
activities listed above). RSVP by
April 3. Space is limited. 

When Dad’s doctor told us the treatments
wouldn’t help anymore, we called Hospice of the
Western Reserve.
With their staff of compassionate caregivers,
extraordinary medical care and 24/7 support, we
can keep dad at home with us, where he belongs.
And he gets to keep his own doctor, which is
important to him.
Living with serious illness is hard. Deciding on a
hospice and palliative care provider was easy.
Insist on Northern Ohio’s leading hospice. Call for
information or visit our website today.

800.707.8922 |

OUR FAMILY.
OUR DECISION.

hospicewr.org

Insist on

HOSPICE OF THE
WESTERN RESERVE
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
800.707.8922

|
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THE DIGITAL WORLD

OMG! What happened to
my family memories?
by TAK SATO

L

ast week I was invited back to
present “OMG! What Happened
to My Family Memories!” at the
Cuyahoga County Public Library. Preparation entailed reviewing my slide deck
from five years ago and it was a trip down
memory lane. It feels funny using that
phrase since it was “only” five years ago
– a testament to how internet years are
akin to dog years!
Back in 2012, photos and videos
taken with digital cameras were mostly
copied to one’s computer. The computer
became the primary target to be backed

up to an external hard drive for contingency planning. Backing up files is like
ordering “double prints” when developing 35mm film rolls (remember those?),
tucking away one copy in a safe place.
In 2018 not everyone may agree that
images and videos produced by top-shelf
smartphones are comparable in quality
than those produced by dedicated photography devices such as a DSLR or digital video cameras. Yet I have a feeling that
many hobbyists, and even professional
photographers, can warm up to the idea
of flagship smartphones being able to
pull double duty as their backup camera.
Smartphones have, in my opinion,

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

Dover Center Road,
Bay Village,
circa 1920
by KAY LAUGHLIN

T

hanks to John Peterson, the Bay Village Historical
Society is in the possession of a picture of Dover
Center Road in the 1920s. This is the only picture
I know of, and it tells a story. It reminds me of a friendly
street with all the trees.
The two Blaha/Peterson buildings are on the left.
Bill Blaha, John’s granddad, built the two-story brick
building in 1926 after running the Edwards Foods
grocery store in the old Cahoon Store since 1914. In
1926, Marie Blaha, Bill’s daughter, opened a beauty
parlor in the clapboard building Bill had built next
door for his meat market. Behind the beauty parlor
was the first building Bill built on his new property.
It was a double-bay auto garage. Out by the curb on
Dover Center was a Standard Oil gas pump.
Traveling south toward the railroad tracks on the
east side of Dover Center at East Oviatt Road was Mr.
Murroto’s strawberry patch. Then we come to the
beauty parlor and grocery store. Just south of the
Blaha grocery store was the Miller/Gillespie house
and next door the Horning family lived. Across the
lane was the Kick family house.

Blaha's Grocery Store on Dover Center Road,
built in 1926.

become that good in producing images
and videos with high fidelity and detail.
In five short years, smartphones have
become the “go to” devices to capture
everyday family memories. Not only
because of image quality but also the
ubiquity of the smartphone that is
always with you. You’ve surely heard
the anecdote that people won’t go back
home to fetch a forgotten wallet but they
will if they forget a smartphone ... even if
that means being late for work!
This now cultural norm to use cameras on smartphones, an example of a
device always connected to internet, has
made it easier to preserve family memories; many times without even owning
a computer. Mobile devices can do the
backing up for you, via connection to the
internet (aka cloud):
• Both Android (non-Apple) and iOS
(iPhone) smartphones require a Google
or Apple iCloud account during initial
setup. Why? So memories taken with the

smartphone can be backed up automatically, when configured properly, to an
account in the cloud when connected
to Wi-Fi (and plugged in AC power for
iPhones). Alternatively, you can initiate a manual backup using mobile data
instead of Wi-Fi to backup photos and
video, which can become an expensive
proposition due to mobile data usage
metering. Given the nature of mobile
data, being connected to a public Wi-Fi
and manually initiating a backup may
be an option.
• iPhone users can also use Google’s
“Photo” app from the App Store. Google
offers unlimited storage for pictures and
videos in Google’s high quality setting and
that is better than nothing when facing
phone and primary backup (iCloud)
loss. Remember to enable “Background
Refresh” for the app to backup your photos.
Everything in this article also applies
to iPads and Android tablets from nonApple manufacturers. 

The Cahoon Store, known as Sylvester’s, was next become a beauty parlor again. The two-story brick
to the tracks and the Dover Train Station. Across the building will become a music studio with family
street from the Cahoon store was the Zipp family living upstairs. The beauty parlor is the oldest busihome and Manufacturing Company. West Oviatt Road ness in Bay Village and is still going strong after
faced the two Blaha stores as it does today. (Not vis- 80-plus years. 
ible in the picture.) The Bott
Chrysler Dealership, which
became Harvey's, was on
the northwest corner (Malley's today). Going north
were family homes on both
sides of the street.
Notice all the trees.
What a friendly street it
was. Selling cherry drinks
at a stand, baseball in the
Zipps' front yard, putting on
plays for charity, and drinks
at Harvey’s are just a few of
This photo shows Dover Center Road, looking south to the Nickel Plate
the good memories in the
tracks, in the 1920s.
neighborhood. The boys
and girls who grew up here
in the 1930s and '40s claim the neighborhood as "the good life."
Still standing on the street today are
the two Blaha/Peterson buildings. They
are getting a makeover. The clapboard
building is being remodeled and will

Bott's Chrysler dealership on the northwest corner of West
Oviatt and Dover Center roads.

The Miller and Gillespie families called
this house home, just south of Blaha's
grocery store.

The Zipp Manufacturing Company on the west side of Dover
Center Road at the railroad tracks.

Annual Green & White Revue showcases Westlake talent
by CRIS KENNEDY

T

he Westlake High School PTSA proudly presents
the 33rd Annual Green & White Revue on Friday,
March 9, and Saturday, March 10, 7:00 p.m., at
the Westlake High School Performing Arts Center, 27830

Hilliard Blvd. The emcees for this year’s show are Hani
Baltagi, Emily Huffman and Andrew Hom.
The talent and variety show will feature talents of
all kinds from Westlake Schools students ranging in age
from kindergarten to high school. Some of this year’s
acts include vocal, bands, guitar with original student

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

compositions and the unusual. This is a one-of-a-kind
show for the city of Westlake!
Admission for the show is $8 at the door with
children 6 and under admitted for free. All proceeds
to benefit the Westlake High School PTSA. For more
information, email greenandwhiterevue@gmail.com. 
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Unravel ‘Masterpiece’ mysteries
this spring in Westlake

C

ase Western Reserve
University's Off-Campus Studies program is
offering you the opportunity
to become a sleuth, with "The
Moonstone: A Masterpiece
Mystery," March 22-May 20,
10:00-11:30 a.m., at Westlake
United Methodist Church,
27650 Center Ridge Road. The
leader-teacher is Cheryl Wires.
Wilkie Collins created the
very first detective to appear in
a novel-length mystery, Sergeant
Cuff in "The Moonstone" (1868).
Cuff is called to an English country house to investigate the
disappearance of a sacred dia-

mond. Charles Dickens began
a rival tale with "The Mystery
of Edwin Drood" (1870). Edwin
is engaged to young, sheltered
Rosa, but his devoted uncle,
Jasper, loves her – in a mad,
menacing manner. Both mysteries are built on dark secrets,
double lives, and– how germane
today – opium addictions. These
classic mysteries are the subjects
of intriguing "Masterpiece Theater" adaptations.
Cheryl Wires attended Harvard University, where she earned
a master's degree from the Kennedy School of Government, a
master's degree in political science from the Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences, and the

Bay Village Schools’
keychain company
celebrates 20th year
by KAREN DERBY

S

ca and Harvard Business School Club of NE
Ohio Samuel H. Ellott award for Leadership
in Economic Education in 2004.
Students acquire skills that include
problem-solving, negotiation, compromise,
persuasion and active listening. They account
for the cost of raw materials as well as transportation for a field trip and travel between
schools. They then determine if pricing will
cover costs and a profit. The company has
"payroll" that is paid in small school supplies.
Students schedule and staff production
lines, and they plan advertising and marketing presentations. Every student has
a job title with specific responsibilities. The profits go to buy supplies
for the next year's program and to
buy something (such as a tree or

tudents at Normandy and Westerly
Elementary Schools in Bay Village
get a first-hand experience in how
to succeed in business each year with the
First-Fourth Keychain Company. The program pairs first-graders (in Diane Poretsky's
class) with fourth-graders (in Barb Woodburn's class) in
an enterprise that
includes manufacturing and marketing keychains
made of brightlycolored beads.
Started with
a grant from the
Bay Village Education Foundation
in 1997 (written by
Barb Woodburn
and retired teacher
Nancy Glinka), the
program won the Fourth-grade teacher Barb Woodburn supervises a
Economics Ameri- First-Fourth Keychain Company sales pitch.

THREE-O-FIVE
IMAL HOSPITAL

Five

spital

POETRY

Find Your Voice
by DIANNE BOROWSKI
I have no voice.
I speak in quiet whispers,
Desperate sighs.
I have been traumatized.
Wilkie Collins’ detective
novel, “The Moonstone,” will
be part of a book discussion
group in Westlake.
the website).
For questions, call one of
the co-coordinators: Sandra
Berendt, 440-892-4931, or Joan
Grace, 440-777-9381. Register
online at case.edu/lifelonglearning (click on Programs,
Off-Campus Studies, scroll
down to West Side Courses and
look for the title), or call 216368-2090. 

flag) for the two schools as "rent," a cost of
doing business.
"This is a real manufacturing company teaching economics and skills," said
Superintendent Clint Keener. "We enjoy
having the sales team visit our board office
each year. The keychains are really unique
and colorful."
School subjects that are naturally integrated into this activity include language
arts, math, science and the arts. And students acquire a body of knowledge required
in social studies curriculum. 

Yet, I have no voice.
Alone I feel
Powerless, fragile,
Frightened, small.
I fear I will never have
A voice at all.
But many voices
Can be heard,
United voices
Loud and clear.
Together we can
Demand they listen,
Together we can
Make them hear.

8 a.m. Early Eucharist
9 a.m. Mostly Jazz Mass
11:15 a.m. Choral Eucharist

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
6 p.m. Tenebrae Service
Music by Victoria and Bairstow
The Trinity Chamber Singers

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 29
12:10 p.m. Eucharist & Healing Service
6 p.m. Contemplative Service & Eucharist
7 p.m. Potluck Dinner

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 30
12 p.m. Solemn Liturgy
1 p.m. Good Friday Blues & Lamentations
Music by the Gateway Band
7:30 p.m. Good Friday Concert Passio by Arvo Pärt
The Trinity Cathedral Choir, soloists and instruments
Todd Wilson, conductor

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1

“We take the
worry out of
being away”

• Meals, walks, medication

• All in the surroundings
of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Pictures into words,
Silence into sound,
Splashes of color
As truth explodes into reality.

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25

• Reasonable prices for all services
• Plus personal play time /
special requests

The words begin
To form, images
Flash vividly
Into consciousness,

Trinity Cathedral

HOT DIGGITY D G, INC.
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

In the darkness,
Deep within a wounded place,
Shrouded in secrecy

at

HOT DIGGITY D G
Personal In-Home Pet Care

My cry is unheard.
Soundless murmurs,
Inaudible pleas.
Please listen.

Holy Week andEaster

PHOTO BY KAREN DERBY

by JOAN GRACE

Levenson Award for Excellence
and Dedication in teaching. Her
teaching experience includes a
decade of volunteering as a lecturer for the Institute for Learning
in Retirement at Baldwin Wallace,
as well as creating and teaching
courses for the Case Off-Campus
Studies program.
The Case Off-Campus Studies program is offered in collaboration with the Association
for Continuing Education (ACE).
These book-discussion courses
are eight weeks long and meet
for 1.5 hours per class. There are
no written assignments or exams,
but rather the classes provide
an open environment for lively
discussion based on meaningful examination of shared texts.
Leader-teachers facilitate discussion and provide academic background and context. The fee for
each course is $82 for members,
$97 for non-members (details on

11

PHOTO CREDIT: SAM HUBISH

6 a.m. The Great Vigil of Easter
9 a.m. Festival Contemporary Eucharist
Music by the Gateway Band
10:10 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt for children grades preK-5
11:15 a.m. Festival Choral Eucharist
Music by Hancock, Bach, Billings and Widor
The Trinity Cathedral Choir with brass and timpani

Owner Nancy Brown
and Montana

Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .ai

Facebook “f ” Logo

CONNECT WITH US:
CMYK / .ai

hotdiggitydogusa.com

440-823-9159

Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

2230 Euclid Avenue • Cleveland, OH 44115 • 216.771.3630 • www.trinitycleveland.org

FREE PARKING AT PROSPECT AND EAST 22ND ST.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Jenniffer Omaitz has
‘Constructions’ at BAYarts
by JESSICA STOCKDALE

T

hrough a thoughtful
blending of paintings, assemblage and
site-specific installation,
artist Jenniffer Omaitz tackles chaos and form in her
new exhibition, "Constructions." This is the first time
she has displayed her 2D
and 3D work together, and
with it, she has overlapped
weighty themes of architecture, boundaries, movement

and geometry.
Juxtaposed against a
cleaner sense of order, is what
Omaitz refers to as a presentation of "harnessed and
frozen chaos." This is shaped
by her interest in states of
change as they relate to the
architectural trends, the environment and politics.
Large architectural elements in the ceiling of the
BAYarts Sullivan Family Gallery were the catalyst for the
main installation that Omaitz

has created. "When I initially
saw the space, the ceiling was
one of the most distinguishing features about the site,"
she explained.
The established ceiling design was a touchstone
to work from, rather than a
hindrance. "One of the reoccurring tropes in my installation work is to utilize or bring
importance to under-recognized architectural features."
And the building
design proved to hold even

more treasures. "When
doing some research on
the floor plan for the gallery space, I noticed that
the entire first floor looked
like the golden ratio which
is a mathematical tool for
measurement and design
(to put it lightly)." Inspired,
Omaitz decided to expand
upon that element. "The
circle theme will be reoccurring in most of the work in
some way, as I'm exploring
moments of containment
and openness."
The exhibition has an
opening reception on Friday,
March 9, from 7-9 p.m. It runs
through April 6, open 9 a.m.-3
p.m. Monday to Saturday. 

Jenniffer Omaitz brings together ideas of
architecture, geometry, painterly abstraction
and site specificity to the current collection
of work on display at BAYarts.
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WE ARE SPIRITUAL.
WE ARE INCLUSIVE.

WALDO’S
Landscape
Supply

• Firewood
• Bird Seed
• House Plants
• Straw
We Deliver!

WE ARE FAMILY.

$$ CASH $$
For Quality
Estate Jewelry

WE ARE UNITY.
Join our open-minded community

on Sundays at 9:00/11:00 a.m.
for aﬃrmative prayer,
meditation and inspiration.

10% OFF

Gold Diamonds
Coins Art Bronzes

23460 Lorain Rd., North Olmsted

Call 216-630-5477

FIREWOOD
440-777-0644

23855 Detroit Ave., unityspiritualcenter.com

Unity ad.indd 1
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FINDS
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DIGGING DOVER

The Sylvanus and Mary Crocker House, 29242 Detroit Road, circa 1853

Saint Ladislas Parish
Annual Lenten

FISH &
SHRIMP FRY

March 9 & 23
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Vicki’s Diner & Deli

Visit on St. Patrick’s Day for our 20th Anniversary!
Enjoy corned beef dinners, corned beef sandwiches,
rubens, shamrock pancakes, free dessert, & door prizes!
Open March 17th
7am-7pm!
Vickisdineranddeli

26105 Center Ridge Rd
Westlake, OH 44145
440-835-5031
Vickisdiner_and_deli

CHILD:
Fish Dinner - $6.00
Mac & Cheese Dinner - $5.00
Basic meal includes: Choice
of wild rice or fries; choice of
cole slaw, applesauce or tossed
salad; every meal comes with a
roll. Extra costs: clam chowder;
extra fish, shrimp or pierogi;
soda and desserts.
One free dessert with any
canned good donation.

Credit cards accepted
Carry-out available

Saint Ladislas Church
2345 Bassett Rd, Westlake
(440) 835-2300

Portrait of Sophronia Crocker,
Westlake Historical Society.

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM KRAUSE

T

he Westlake Crockers were descendants of families who first settled
Massachusetts in the 1600s. Jedediah Crocker was a Revolutionary War
veteran who purchased large tracts of
land in Euclid and Dover townships. His
holdings included Original Lot (O.L.) 52
– the land where Crocker Park, The Promenade and the Atrium Office Building are
now located – and O.L. 63, which includes
the land northwest of Bassett and Detroit
roads where the subject home is located.
“Pioneers of Westlake, Ohio: Settlers in
This painting depicts the Crocker family property at the northwest corner
1820 and Their Families” by Jeanne Workof Detroit and Bassett roads.
man has a wealth of information about
the Crocker family, as
as Barnabas Hall
An 1852 property owner’s map of
does research prepared
but this first-person Dover Township shows “J. Crocker” as
by the current owners
account conflicts with the owner of the subject property and a
of the subject house.
that attribution. The symbol indicating a structure in the locaJedediah and his wife,
Barnabas Hall house tion of the subject house. As stated above,
Sarah, were founding
was more likely locat- Jedediah died in 1841. Unfortunately the
members of what later
ed where McDonald’s tax records to examine for clues of the
became Dover Congreat West Bay Plaza now actual construction date are not available
gational Church. Their
exists.
at the current time due to a move by the
oldest son, Noah, with
Noah not only Cuyahoga County Archives.
wife, Betsey, and three
began clearing land
The four bedroom, one and a half
children were among
in 1811 on O.L. 63, bathroom, 2,514 square foot home and
the very first pioneers in
it is said that he also 1.3 acres with large barn is currently for
Westlake, immigrating
worked at a furnace in sale for $325,000. While it is situated on
to Dover in 1811.
Elyria. He was also at Detroit Road, it is set back far from the
Jedediah and Sarah
various times Justice street on a parklike lot with hidden drive
followed, moving from
of the Peace, as well to Bassett Road which gives it the feel of an
Euclid Township in
as clerk, treasurer and estate, and of course it is just steps from …
1816, with six of their
trustee of Dover Town- Crocker Park. 
other nine children.
ship and he was
Main staircase of Sylvanus
Their daughter Betsy
Cuyahoga County
and Mary Crocker house.
started the first school
Commissioner in
in Dover Township, and was the second 1825. He and Betsey had eight children
bride in Dover. When Betsy was married, before he died at age 44 in 1827.
her sister Philena took over the school. In
Jedediah and Sarah’s youngest
1820 Jedediah served as township trustee. son, Sylvanus, eventually purchased
Jedediah died in 1841 at age 80, Sarah died the subject property from Jedediah in
in 1855 at age 92.
1839. Sylvanus was born in 1807 in Lee,
According to information in Dover Massachusetts. He lived with his parCongregational Church records, their ents in Euclid Township from 1811 until
granddaughter Sarah Philena Crocker, a he moved with them to Dover in 1816.
member of Dover Congregational, occu- He married Mary O’Brien and they had
pied their circa 1840 Greek Revival home four children between 1846 and 1857.
into the early 1900s. It was located on the Mary had emigrated from Clarkson,
northwest corner of what is now Cedar- New York, in 1835. A large portrait of
wood and Detroit roads. It was later con- their daughter, Sophronia, who died at
ADULT:
verted to the Cedarcrest Sanitarium before age 7 in 1864, hangs in the front parlor
Fried Fish, Baked Fish or
it was torn down to build the Atrium Office of the Clague Museum in Westlake. It is
Shrimp Dinner - $10.00
Building in 1978. The 1977 Ohio Historic said that they built the home at 29242
Pierogi Dinner - $8.00
Inventory form for this then soon-to-be- Detroit Road in approximately 1853,
demolished home lists the original owners however it is possibly older.
Mac & Cheese Dinner - $7.00

PHOTO COURTESY THE NORDGREN FAMILY

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Rear view of Sylvanus and Mary
Crocker house.

Greenisland
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Celebrate with us

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Saturday,
March 17

OPEN 8 A.M.
IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED
UNTIL 11:30 A.M.
ENJOY FAVORITE IRISH DISHES
AND DRINK ALL DAY LONG

CORNED BEEF
& CABBAGE

Friday, March 16

LENTEN SPECIALS
EVERY FRIDAY
Cead mile failte
“A hundred thousand welcomes”

25517 Eaton Way
(off Columbia Rd.)

Bay Village • 440-250-9086

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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MAGICAL HISTORY TOUR

Fashion on display at Kent State University Museum
by RACHEL POLANIEC
This month's Magic History
Tour is the Kent State University
Museum, located on the Kent
State campus about an hour's
drive via I-480 East. The information used in the article was
sourced from "A Fine Endeavor:
25 Years of Fashionable Collecting," and the "Fringe Elements"
exhibit brochure. Both are available at the Kent State Museum.
The Museum is open Wednesday
through Saturday to the public,
and free parking is available to
museum visitors.

ancient Rome. Ohio pottery and a
smattering of hats and shoes lined
the hallway leading back to the
entryway.
In the other wing of the first
floor are the Stager and Blum
Galleries, whose "Fashions of
the Forties: From World War II
to the New Look" was on display
through March 4, with "For the
Birds" opening April 13. Here the
hallway was once more utilized,
with fashion plates and issues of
Vogue magazine taking center
stage. The 1940s saw the entrance

Entrance to Rockwell Hall at Kent State University Museum.

St. Raphael
Catholic
Church

PHOTOS BY RACHEL POLANIEC

O

n the Kent State University campus, at the
bottom of a steep hill,
sits Rockwell Hall. Built in the
late 1920s as the first university
library, Rockwell Hall was later
converted into administrative use
for the executive offices. Today the
quintessential collegiate building
hosts a "jewel in the crown" of the
university: the Kent State University Museum.
The Kent State University
Museum began life as a collection of 4,000 dresses, over 1,000
antique furnishings, and 5,000
books belonging to two men –
business partners Shannon Rodgers and Jerry Silverman, whose
line of women's ready-to-wear
was highly popular throughout
the 1960s and '70s. Both men
were very fond of antiques and
avidly collected for their homes.
The resulting assortment of firstrate objects was eventually gifted
to Kent State, as Jerry thought it
should be accessible to students,
and Dr. Brage Golding, president of the university, proposed
creating a museum and adding
a curriculum in fashion design
and merchandising should they
choose to locate the collection
there. They did, and the Kent
State University Museum officially
opened in 1985.
Twenty-five years after its
founding, the Museum boasted
40,000 objects and had played
host to a multitude of exhibits,
including "Brides, Brides, Brides!"
(1986-87), "Chinese Robes and
Textiles from the Qing Dynasty"
(1992-1993), and "The Right
Chemistry: Colors in Fashion
1704-1918" (2004), all brought
to life in a wonderful little book
celebrating the Museum's 25th
anniversary, "A Fine Endeavor: 25

Christian Dior's 1949 "Venus"
ballgown, on display in the
"Fashions in the Forties"
exhibit, the Blum Gallery.
Years of Fashionable Collecting,"
available in the gift shop.
Obviously, the extent of the
collection means only a relatively
few of the objects can be on display at one time, however this is
in fact ideal given the decidedly
delicate nature of the textiles
themselves. Unlike a stone statue
or an oil painting, textiles must
be rotated frequently, making the
Museum's large holdings more of
an asset than a liability. This is evidenced by the variety of the exhibitions and the rate at which they
are changed, with several exhibits
coming and going throughout the
year.
The Museum is divided into
two floors, with the bottom floor
hosting the Fashion Timeline in
the Palmer and Mull Galleries, the
only ongoing costume exhibit in
the Museum with continual
changing of the garments. It is
the best place to start, although
there is no official order. Placed
near the entrance is an interactive kiosk where one can learn a

Lenten

Gold and silk dress with
tiered, tassled skirt. Label:
"Mrs. W. Wilds, Auburn,
NY." American, ca. 187980. Located in the Higbee
Gallery, from "Fringe
Elements."
brief history of the Museum, if so
inclined.
The Fashion Timeline begins
with the clothing of 1750 and concludes in the 1950s. The timeline
itself is on the wall, marking
important events in history (such
as the French Revolution and the
invention of the sewing machine)
as well as offering information
about the fashions of the periods
represented. Informative signs are
provided for the individual costumes as well, and include maker
(if known), material, and approximate place and date of origin.
The Tarter/Miller Gallery is
adjacent to the Mull, holding a
variety of glass objects from the
collection. Like the Fashion Timeline, the Glass exhibit is ongoing.
At the time of this writing some of
the selection included Carnival,
Czech, and Tiffany glass, as well as
offerings from various artist's studios and six pieces originating in

Fish Fry

Fridays from Feb 16th thru Mar 23rd
Parish Activity Center
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

accessories such as hats, which
were not subject to the rationing, and wedding dresses, as an
increase in weddings broke out
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor,
when men and women married
before the groom left to serve his
country. Christian Dior's "New
Look" makes a stunning appearance in the form of a bubbly pink
"Venus" ballgown.
Up the double staircase is
the Broadbent Gallery, where
"Katharine Hepburn: Dressed for
Stage and Screen" will be showing
through Sept. 2. Early in his career
Shannon Rodgers had worked on
the costumes for the 1933 film
"The Warrior's Husband," starring
Hepburn. This is a lovely exhibit,
featuring posters and stills from
many of Hepburn's stage and
film roles, with the costumes
she is seen wearing prominently
displayed in front. As the earlier
films were shot in black and white,
seeing the clothing in living color
is a real treat.
The second gallery is the
Higbee, where "Fringe Elements"
can be seen through July 1. This
gallery often plays host to exhibits that focus on elements of the
clothing themselves ("Inside
Out," where the clothing's inner
First dress in the "Fashion
construction was displayed to
Timeline," from 1750 France.
the public, comes to
mind), and Fringe Elements is no exception.
Here a variety of clothing featuring fringe can
be seen, from the tiered
rows cutting across an
1879-80s skirt front to a
woven dress that ends in
self-fringe (2015). Both
Fringe Elements and the
Hepburn exhibit have
free brochures available
to act as both guide and
souvenir.
Because the exhibits change with such frequency, the Museum's
gift shop is well stocked
with brochures and
A selection of Tiffany glass, located
guides from past disin the Tarter/Miller Gallery.
plays and can often be
of the United States into World purchased in bundles. While it
War II, which was reflected in the can be dispiriting to know that an
clothing worn. Uniforms worn by exciting exhibit or favorite piece
men and women working for the will soon be back in storage, visiwar effort are centrally placed, tors to the Kent State Museum can
while the slimmer silhouettes and take heart in the knowledge that
changing materials in the cloth- another excellent exhibit and a
ing located along the walls were different beautiful piece will take
in response to war-time rationing. their place. All the more reason to
The Blum Gallery focuses on come again, and soon. 

Entrée choices include fried Perch, baked Haddock, macaroni
& cheese, shrimp or Pierogies. Sides: macaroni &
cheese or Pierogies. All meals include
French fries, coleslaw, roll w/butter
and dessert. Iced tea and lemonade
served. Soda available for purchase.

525 Dover Center Rd. • Bay Village • 440-871-1100 • $13 Adult •$9 Seniors & Children • Carry Out Avail.
More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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Upcoming programs
at Bay Village Branch Library
by TARA MCGUINNESS

CHILDREN
• Mondays & Tuesdays (10 a.m.)
TODDLER STORYTIME – ages 19-35
months.
• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STORYTIME – for all ages
• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND
ME STORYTIME – ages birth-18
months
• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in kindergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORYTIME - for all ages

Wednesday, March 7 (7 p.m.) MAD
SCIENTISTS: TOWERS – Grades K-2:
Join us for a hands-on science program
building the tallest structures we can
using only uncooked spaghetti and
marshmallows. Registration required.

Thursday, March 15 (4 p.m.) AMERICAN GIRL: ADDY – Learn about the
times and cultures represented by the
dolls. Feel free to bring your doll to the
program if you have one. Registration
required.

Saturday, March 17 (10 a.m.) CIRCUIT

Upcoming events
at Westlake Porter Public Library
by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesdays, March 7 and 14 (10:15
& 11 a.m.) LET’S SING AND DANCE!
– Sing and move to the music with Miss
Nancy! For children ages 2-6 with a
caregiver. Please arrive early to receive
a ticket.

Wednesday, March 7 (1-2:30 p.m.)
CUYAHOGA WEST GENEALOGY SOCIETY HELP SESSION – Join the genealogy group for an informal walk-in help
session.

Wednesdays, March 7 and 14 (3:45-5
p.m.) TWEEN SCENE – Weekly hangout for 5th and 6th graders ONLY!

Wednesdays, March 7 and 14 (4-5:30
p.m.) and Thursdays, March 8 and
15 (6:30-8 p.m.) BOW WOW BOOKS
– Stop by Youth Services to sign up for
a 10-minute reading time with one of
the reading therapy dogs! Registration
begins each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, March 7 (6:30-8:30 p.m.)
HORROR FILM CLUB – Join us as we
explore the classics of horror, science
fiction, and suspense! Children under
13 should be accompanied by an adult.
Please register.

Thursday, March 8 (1-7 p.m.) AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE
Thursday, March 8 (2-3 p.m.) GREAT
DECISIONS DISCUSSION PROGRAM
ON WORLD AFFAIRS – Discuss critical
global issues facing America today. At
the beginning of each month, a copy of
the article may be picked up at the Ask
Us Desk to be read prior to the meeting.
Please register.

Thursdays, March 8 and 15 (4-5:15
p.m.) CODE CLUB! – Learn how to
build an app, design a video game, and
change the world through code! Grades
3-4. Registration begins one week before
each session.

Friday, March 9 (9:30 and 10:30 a.m.)
and Saturday, March 10 (9:30, 10:30
and 11:30 a.m.) MUSIC THERAPY &
MORE – For families and their children
(up to age 6) who are struggling in an
area of development. Siblings (up to age
6) are welcome to attend. Learn how to

use music to improve your child’s motor,
communication and social skills as well
as behavior. Each session is 30 minutes.
Register at connectingforkids.org or by
phone: 440-250-5563.

Friday, March 9 (3:30-4:15 p.m.) FUN
SCIENCE FRIDAY – We’ll investigate the
science of clouds and weather. Discoveries will be made through hands-on
experiments, active participation and
a simple take home project. Ages 4-7.
Please register.

Saturday, March 10 (1 and 2:30 p.m.)
ELEMENTARY EXPERIENCES – For
children ages 7-12 years and their
families who are struggling in an area of
development. Siblings (ages 7-12 years)
may also attend. For more information
or to register, visit connectingforkids.
org or call 440-250-5563. Topic: “Ballet”
– North Pointe Ballet will present a fun,
engaging dance workshop for all abilities. Attendees will have the opportunity
to meet a ballerina.

Saturday, March 10 (2-3 p.m.) BRICK
BUILDERS – Love those bricks? Bring
your ideas and imagination! Lego and
Duplo bricks provided. For ages 3-12.

Saturdays, March 10 and 17 (3-4:30
p.m.) TWEEN CODE CLUB – Learn how
to build an app, design a video game,
and change the world through code! Registration begins one week before each
session. Grades 5-8.

Sunday, March 11 (3-4 p.m.) ART
SMARTS – Explore works of a wellknown artist and then use what you’ve
seen to create an art piece of your own!
Grades 3-6. Please register.

Mondays, March 12 and 19 (3:30-5:30
p.m.) TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to
hang out after school? Come to WPPL’s
Teen Lounge on Monday afternoons!
We have computers, video games, board
games, snacks and more! For grades
7-12 only.

Monday, March 12 (6:30-7:15 p.m.)
ADAPTED STORYTIME – Children
with varying learning styles and abilities learn in a safe, supportive environment where respect and appreciation
for differences are encouraged. This
30-minute storytime, followed by time

BUGS – Learn about circuits by creating
creepy crawlers using basic craft materials and electric circuits. Registration
required.
Tuesday, March 20 (6:30 p.m.) ONE
SCHOOL, ONE BOOK FAMILY NIGHT
– Drop in for activities related to the Normandy and Westerly Elementary Schools
One School, One Book selection. Registration required.

Thursday, March 22 (4 p.m.) MEET
SOMEONE NEW – (Grades K-2) Meet
someone new through a short biography,
have a discussion and do activities based
on the book. We will also talk about some of
the biographies that are new to the library.

TEENS
Wednesday, March 6 (3 p.m.) TEEN
ZONE – Grades 5 & up: Chill with something fun to do after school – gaming, art,

for socialization, is designed for children who may not be successful in a
typical storytime experience. Content
is geared toward ages 3-7, but all ages
are welcome. Please register.

Monday, March 12 (7-8 p.m.) ACT VS
SAT – Presentation on the differences
between the ACT and the SAT including what both tests look like, what’s
tested and how they’re scored in order
to best help you decide which (or both)
test is more appropriate to take. Geared
towards students in grades 10-12 and
their parents. Please register.

Monday, March 12 (7-8:30 p.m.)
MAKER MONDAY: CUSTOM IRON-ONS
WITH SILHOUETTE CAMEO – Learn
how to use the Silhouette Cameo, and
bring a T-shirt or other fabric item you’d
like to iron custom designs onto! (Canvas
and other rough fabrics don’t work well).
Please register.

Tuesday, March 13 (10-11:30 a.m.)
INTRO TO SMARTPHONES – Learn
the basics of using smartphones, such as
screen brightness, wifi settings, adding
apps and more. If bringing your device,
please bring all account passwords.
Please register.

Tuesdays, March 13 and 20 (2-3 p.m.)
CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH – Learn
Spanish vocabulary and pronunciation
with an expert instructor.

Tuesday, March 13 (7-7:30 p.m.) BEDTIME STORIES – Put on your pajamas
and join Mrs. K as we unwind at the end
of the day with quiet stories, songs, fingerplays, and other activities. Ages 4-6.
Siblings welcome.

Tuesday, March 13 (7 p.m.) TUESDAY
EVENING BOOK DISCUSSION – We’ll
discuss “Evicted” by Matthew Desmond.

Thursday, March 15 (5:30-6:30
p.m.) SLIME! – What kind of Slime
can you make? Spend an hour making
different kinds of slime to use and
take home. Grades 7-12. Registration
begins March 8.

Thursday, March 15 (Preschool session: 6:30 p.m.) and Friday, March 16
(Preschool session: 9:30 a.m., Toddler Session: 11:30 a.m.) TEACH ME
TO PLAY – For families and their children (Toddler: ages 18 months-2 years;
Preschool: ages 3-6 years) who are struggling in an area of development. Register
at connectingforkids.org or by phone:
440-250-5563.
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movies, technology and more!

Monday, March 12 and 19 (7 p.m.)
GIRLS WHO CODE – For girls in grades
6-12 who want to explore coding in a
fun and friendly way! Our club will meet
weekly on Mondays.

ADULTS
Friday, March 16 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS
BOOK GROUP – Join friends, neighbors
and library staff for this monthly book
discussion on the BAYarts campus in the
Sullivan Gallery. This month’s title, “Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine” by Gail
Honeyman, is available at the library and
BAYarts.
Please register to attend the programs
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with a
librarian. 

Friday, March 16 (3:30-4:30 p.m.)
GOT SCIENCE? – Sink or Float: Guess
the densities of different objects and
place them in water to test your predictions. Grades 1 and 2. Registration begins
March 9.

Saturday, March 17 (10:30-11 a.m.)
MOTHER GOOSE ON THE LOOSE!
– An interactive storytime featuring
simple books, rhymes, songs and movement. For ages birth-3 years old with a
caregiver.

Saturday, March 17 (11 a.m.-noon) 3D
PRINTING ORIENTATION – In order to
use the library’s new 3D printer, you’ll
need to take this orientation first. Learn
library policies about using it, how to
download a 3D-printable object, and
how to prepare it for a great print. Please
register.

Saturday, March 17 (4-5:30 p.m.)
STEAMMAKER LAB – Topic: Optical
Illusions! Grades 3-5. Registration begins
March 10.

Sunday, March 18 (2-3 p.m.) AMERICAN GIRL DOLL CLUB – Nellie O’Malley,
an Irish immigrant, would most probably
celebrate her Irish heritage, especially on
St. Patrick’s Day. We’ll also celebrate with
a craft and games! Ages 6-11. Registration begins March 11.

Monday, March 19 (7-8:30 p.m.)
INVESTORS’ INTEREST GROUP:
ECONOMICS & INVESTING – Former
U.S. Treasury Department economist
Dr. Kevin Jacques discusses the basics
of the U.S. economy and economic
policy, how they influence the U.S. stock
market and how individual investors
can make better investment decisions.
Please register.

Tuesday, March 20 (1-3 p.m.) TALK TO
ME: EMPLOYERS ARE PEOPLE TOO –
Are you unsure about how to speak to a
current or future employer? This class gives
some tips for successful conversations so
you can make the right impression.

Tuesday, March 20 (7-8 p.m.) COLLECTION AND CARE OF VINYL RECORDS
– Charles from My Mind’s Eye Records
in Lakewood will discuss what to look
for when buying or selling records. He
will also talk about storage and upkeep
to ensure that your collection can last
through generations. Please register.
To register for any of the programs,
please visit westlakelibrary.evanced.
info or call 440-871-2600. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wednesday, March 7, 11 a.m.
THE SWEET ARTS CAFÉ
A socialization and arts experience for those
with memory loss/dementia and their care
partners (spouse, child, caregiver). It begins
with lunch, either brown bag or ordered ahead
of time from D’Italia Foods or Panera (fee),
and is followed by an arts, music, storytelling
or dance activity. No cost. Pre-register and/or
order lunch at 440-414-0434, ext. 2.
The Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation Studio, 26633
Detroit Rd., Westlake

Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Friday, March 9, 2 p.m.
CREATIVE CONNECTIONS
An arts session for individuals with memory
loss/dementia and their care partners (spouse,
child, caregiver). Participate in visual art
activities, music, storytelling, poetry and dance.
Enjoy coffee/tea, snacks, and socialization. No
cost. Pre-register at 440-414-0434, ext. 2.
The Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation Studio, 26633
Detroit Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, March 7, 1-2:30 p.m.
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH ASSISTANCE
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS will
offer free family history research assistance
to the public. If you have data recorded to
pedigree and/or family group sheets, bring
these forms with you.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.

Friday, March 9, 7-9 p.m.
JENNIFFER OMAITZ OPENING RECEPTION
This recent body of paintings, assemblage and
site-specific installation show a cross section of
works by artist Jenniffer Omaitz. This is the first
major show where Omaitz is building a body of
work that is both 2D and 3D that work for this
specific space. Omaitz brings together ideas of
architecture, geometry, painterly abstraction
and site specificity to this collection of work.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

Wednesday, March 7, 6-7:30 p.m.
HITCHHIKERS GUIDE TO THE SOLAR
SYSTEM
Hitch a ride on our planetarium’s “space ship”
as we journey through our very own solar
system. You won’t want to miss this journey
into nearby space that uses our state of the art
planetarium and current computer modeling.
Ends with a night sky talk, using both
planetarium projectors. Fee: $15/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, March 10, 10 a.m.-noon
WESTLAKE SUMMER JOB AND
INTERNSHIP FAIR
Learn about and apply for seasonal positions
in the following departments – Engineering
Department: sidewalk inspectors, interns;
Recreation Department: lifeguards,
concessions, day camps, field & golf course
maintenance; Service Department: parks,
forestry, roads, sewers, cemetery.
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd.

Wednesday, March 7, 7 p.m.
EARLY WOMEN AVIATORS
College Club West’s March meeting features
this special program, presented by Kathy Kraus.
Area women and their families are invited to
attend. This organization focuses on providing
scholarships to non-traditional college
students. The application can be found on
collegeclubwest.org.
Rocky River Civic Center, 21016 Hillard Blvd.

Monday, March 12, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
PERI CHAPTER 91 MEETING
Guest speaker will be Alan F. Dutka, a native
Clevelander, retired executive, author, and
popular speaker. He has written nine books,
including "Cleveland in the Gilded Age: A Stroll
Down Millionaire's Row." Public sector retirees
are welcome to attend.
Fairview Park Branch Library, 21255 Lorain Rd.

Thursday, March 8, 7-9 p.m.
LILLY WESTON HOUSE UPDATE
William Krause, Westlake Historical Society
historian, board member and chair of the Lilly
Weston Committee, will discuss the history of
the Lilly Weston house and the ongoing work
of the Lilly Weston Committee.
Westlake Recreation Center Community Room,
28955 Hilliard Blvd.

Monday, March 12, 7-8:30 p.m.
WEST SHORE ANTIQUE & HISTORY CLUB
Catherine Clager & Rita Wolansky from C&R
Productions will unveil "The Victorians":
An hourlong program, illustrating what
life was really like beyond Charles Dickens
and Downton Abbey. Fads, foods, scandals,
medicine and much more.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.

Diane DiFrancesco
Certified Emotional Freedom Techniques (EFT) Practitioner
Jim Sgro’s Village
Creative Insight Journey Transformational
Coach Barber Shop
The Westside’s #1 choice
620 Dover
for interior and
exterior
440-871-0899
Connect
to Your Joy
Center Rd.
painting
560 Dover Center Rd, Suite LL3
Bay Village, OH. 44140
Call 440.221.4716 to begin exploring your transformation today!
Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Lenten Fridays through
March 23
Stations of the Cross,
6:30 p.m.
Passion Sunday, March 18
Holy Mass, 8 a.m.;
Sung Mass 10:30 a.m.

Quality Painting.
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in Cleveland, Ohio

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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Please consult our website for additional information and services

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Residential & Commercial
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cmnpainting.com
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Wednesday, March 14, 10 a.m.
HERB GUILD GARDEN CLUB MEETING
After a short business meeting and lunch,
guest speaker Ron Zayac of Westlake's
Canterbury Creek Garden Center will present
a program on "Growing Mistakes." Canterbury
Creek is known for its all-organic produce and
gardening methods. New members and guests
welcome. For more, visit theherbguild.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.
Wednesday, March 14, noon-1 p.m.
WESTLAKE TOASTMASTERS 497 OPEN
HOUSE
Toastmasters International operates clubs for
the purpose of helping members improve
their communication, public speaking, and
leadership skills. Guests and members are
always welcome. Refreshments will be served.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.
Wednesday, March 14, 6-7:30 p.m.
ASSISTED LIVING: DOWNSIZING TO YOUR
NEW HOME
Real estate agent Jan Fragapane will discuss
real estate concerns when moving to assisted
living, including preparing a home for sale and
downsizing possessions. Seating is limited so
RSVP to Kathy Bultema at 440-250-2300.
Devon Oaks Assisted Living, 2345 Crocker Rd.,
Westlake
Wednesday, March 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
STAYING SAFE IN CYBERSPACE
Northeast Ohio Personal Computers (NEOPC)
welcomes Jacob Joy to discuss measures that
can be taken to protect your information,
including using complex passwords, twofactor authentication and other methods;
what to look out for with the ever increasing
sophistication of scams, and how to protect
against them. He will also cover emerging
trends in digital security. Coffee and snacks at
6:30; meeting starts at 7 p.m. Free and open to
all; for more information, go to neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.
Wednesday, March 14, 7 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Representatives from Bay Village’s nonprofit
and civic groups are encouraged to attend and
network with each other, share ideas and event

schedules, and promote activities. Email tara@
wbvobserver.com with questions.
Bay Village Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.
Wednesday, March 14, 7:30 p.m.
SKYQUEST: ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS AND
THE NIGHT SKY
For ancient civilizations such as the
Babylonians, Greeks and Mayans, astronomy
was the backbone of their social, political and
religious systems. Take a trip back in time to
witness the evolution of astronomy as one of
the first sciences. Fee: $7/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd.
Thursday, March 15, 7-8:30 p.m.
WESTLAKE UNITY TOASTMASTERS
Find out how Toastmasters can help you
overcome your fears of speaking, develop
better speaking and presentation skills, learn
to think quickly and clearly on your feet, build
strong leadership and mentoring skills, and
open doors in your personal and professional
life. Contact: Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake
Sunday, March 18, 2-4 p.m.
CULTURE FAIR
Celebrate the cultural diversity in our community
at a fair featuring multiple cultures’ traditions
and food. This event is a part of a Girl Scout Gold
Award project. As another part of the project,
two carts with books in multiple languages were
put together. One “Language Library” will be on
display at the Culture Fair, and there will also
be a multilingual story hour! The goals of this
project and the Culture Fair are to inspire cultural
and lingual diversity in our community.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.
Wednesday, March 21, 11 a.m.
WESTLAKE GARDEN CLUB
The meeting will feature a presentation about
the running of sap in maple trees. The trees
generously share some of that with us, which
can be turned into sweet maple syrup. Bethany
Mejeski from the Cleveland Metroparks will
talk about the process of making syrup and the
refinements and improvements that came over
time. Business meeting from 11 a.m. to noon;
luncheon from noon to 1 p.m.; and the speaker
will follow. Free; guests are welcome.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.
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Creative Insight Journey Transformational Coach
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Creative Insight Journey Transformational Coach
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today!

Kids, Teens
Looking for quality, affordable dental care? & Emergencies
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc. Welcome!
General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

