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Schools react to state report cards
Westlake Schools see
room for improvement

Bay Village school
officials happy overall

by KIM BONVISSUTO

by KAREN DERBY

C

lint Keener, superintendent of the Bay Village City School District, said that while
school officials were warned by the Ohio
Department of Education that test results this year
would show lower achievement scores, he is pleased
overall with the performance of Bay Village Schools
students.
The 2016 report card test results represent the
third year in a row of different state tests and varying
standards. A comparison of the Performance Index
percentages in the Achievement category, which
factors in every test taken by every student, shows
Bay Village achieving at the 6th highest level out of
31 Cuyahoga County school districts. The district
scored 8th out of 20 top-scoring Northeast Ohio
districts, and 18th out of 20 top-scoring districts
in the state.
“What people may have a hard time accepting
is that a ‘C’ on the state report card means that a
school or district actually met the state standard
in that area,” he said. “Bay Village received only
one component-grade C in K-3 literacy, our lowest
score, which measures improvement in a group of
young, struggling readers. In fact, we have met the
third-grade guarantee in reading each year it has
been in effect.
No student needed to be held back in thirdgrade reading, as would be required by law for those
not meeting the standard.”
Keener noted that the district received A’s and
B’s in all other areas, indicating achievement higher
than the state standards. “We performed especially
well in the Value Added areas in the Progress category, with A’s both in Gifted and Special Education
areas. Value Added measures the growth for those
sub-populations, and we excelled.” » See page 6

Westlake celebrates career
of dedicated public servant

Mike Rump, left, with Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough and Recreation
Director Bob DeMinico, during Rump’s retirement ceremony Sept. 16.
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by TARA WENDELL

H

ave
you
noticed anything different
lately around Westlake’s
parks, golf course and
recreation center? If
not, you might want to
check your spectacles
and look again.
A familiar presence disappeared when
Mike Rump, a longtime
public servant in the
city of Westlake, retired
as assistant director of
the recreation department on Sept. 16.
» See RUMP page 14
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O

n Sept. 15, the Ohio Department of Education released the 2015-2016 Ohio School
Report Cards that for the first time gave
school districts an overall A-F grade for six components – Achievement, Gap Closing, K-3 Literacy,
Progress, Graduation Rate and Prepared for Success.
While the Westlake City Schools support high
educational standards, quality measures and
accountability to our local community, the state’s
measurement system is not reflective of our expectations as a district.
Many high achieving school districts, including Westlake, are seeing much lower grades on this
year’s report card than in years past. It’s important
to know that the report card is just one snapshot
into a school district and does not accurately represent the quality learning and teaching going on
in our schools.
The district did improve in two components
– Graduation Rate and Prepared for Success.
And while most school districts across the state
dropped in the Achievement Performance Index
measure – how well students performed overall on
state tests – Westlake earned a B, scoring in the top
15 percent of schools.
Westlake struggled in the Progress component, which looks at the growth all students are
making based on their past performances. This
year the Progress measures include data from state
tests that were not measured on previous report
cards. Westlake’s F grade differs drastically from
previous years for the district.
In 2014-15, the Westlake Schools earned an
A in all Progress component subcategories – all
students, gifted, students with a disability, and the
lowest achieving 20%.
» See page 6

A day to
pretend

Michael and Kevin Carro pretend to operate some heavy
equipment at the second annual Bay Village Touch-a-Truck
on Sept. 10 in Cahoon Memorial Park. The event allowed kids
to climb into different kinds of vehicles from the from the
police, fire and service departments. See more photos on
page 14.

Oct. 1 Bay Cares event
showcases civic groups

A

s the lazy days of summer come to an end, are you looking
for activities to keep yourself busy? Maybe you spent some
time around Bay Village enjoying all that the community
has to offer and would like to become involved.
If so, the fourth annual Bay Cares Fall Fest and volunteer fair
can help you find the perfect fit. On Saturday, Oct. 1, 11 a.m. to
2 p.m., representatives from many of Bay’s civic groups will set
up tables at the Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Road, to
share information about their organizations and the volunteer
» See BAY CARES page 8
opportunities they offer.

Visitors to last year’s Bay Cares at Bay Village Library.

The Observer takes pride in the community ...
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Westshore Council of Governments
(WCOG) meeting, Sept. 14, 2016
by LWV observer CONDA BOYD
(Bay Village)
This report is not an official statement of the League of Women Voters.
Mayor Bobst’s office prepares official
minutes.
Present: Mayors Bobst (Rocky River),
Patton (Fairview Park) and Kennedy
(North Olmsted)
Absent: Mayors Clough (Westlake),
Summers (Lakewood) and Sutherland
(Bay Village)
Director of Regional Collaboration
Ed Krause, Director of Public Safety & Justice Services Brandy Carney, and Director of Regional Corrections Ken Mills
spoke about the value of consolidating
police, fire and EMS dispatch services
within and across city lines. Centralized
dispatch, now the national standard,
changes the dynamics of responding to
and resolving crimes and emergencies.

Rather than transferring calls among
agencies, all required services are marshaled at once. County Councilman
Dave Greenspan noted that decreased
response times translate to lower homeowner’s insurance.
Rocky River’s police facility renovation offers an opportunity to create a
shared facility. The county helped fund
an eastside consolidation and is open to
discussing a westside project. Ms. Carney
stated that consolidation always brings
cost savings, and dispatch must be the
first step. October’s WCOG meeting will
continue the discussion with police and
fire chiefs present.
Officials from Cleveland Hopkins
Airport and the Federal Aviation Administration discussed the Metroplex project
(described in the accompanying article
below).
Rocky River Municipal Court has

WCOG mayors host FAA
Metroplex project discussion
by LWV observer CONDA BOYD
(Bay Village)

S

atellite navigation is coming to
Cleveland-Detroit airspace as part
of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) NextGen Metroplex project.
Most airplanes already navigate with
GPS, but their routes are defined by
land-based “navigation aids.” Satellite
navigation will free routes from these
physical constraints and enable the FAA
to draw new, more efficient highways in
the sky. Benefits include fuel, personnel and time savings; increased safety,
flexibility, capacity and reliability; and
reduced carbon dioxide emissions.
Hopkins, Burke Lakefront, and
Cuyahoga County airports are included

in the project. Arrival flight paths are
constrained by existing runways. Departure paths are more flexible, offering the
opportunity for planes to get on route
more quickly.
The FAA is seeking public input now
in order to incorporate community concerns before the design is complete and
the environmental impact is assessed.
Three community meetings have been
held, and comments will be accepted
until Oct. 15 through faa.gov/nextgen/
communityengagement/cle. The FAA
will present the completed design for
further comments. Implementation is
targeted for mid-2018.
FAA Regional Administrator Barry
Cooper, co-Project Lead Ron Wood,
Cleveland Hopkins Interim Director

Women’s Board of Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center off to a great start
by KAREN HUHNDORFF

T

he Women’s Board of Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center kicked
off our 2016-2017 with our first
meeting on Sept. 7. Catherine Timko,
the Center’s executive director, welcomed members and guests. She highlighted the Center’s summer camps, the
Summer Wildlife Reading Camp, and
the recent cosmetic improvements at
the Center. New paint and carpeting

has brightened the interior. Wonderful
programs are available for children and
adults.
Please save the date now for our
fundraiser, Sunday, Dec. 11, at Clague
Playhouse. Women’s Board will sponsor
the play “Plaid Tidings,” the holiday version of “Forever Plaid.” The fun starts at
1:00 p.m. with refreshments, followed by
a 2 p.m. matinee. Invite a friend to join
you, take a break, and enjoy an afternoon of holiday entertainment. Tickets

PART-TIME SALES REP

Love the Observer? You can help us grow!
We’re looking for a friendly, community-minded individual who wants to make extra
income while promoting the Observer to local businesses.
Sales experience preferred. Email staff@wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

lost grant funding for domestic violence
advocacy services and is seeking a new
fee proportional to cities’ case numbers.
Ms. Carney noted that services are also
available through the county’s Domestic
Violence & Child Advocacy Center.
Councilman Greenspan announced
that the county makes portable cameras
available to cities without charge for special events and short-term use. The county
will sell foreclosures to a debt collector.
Mayors Patton and Bobst described
upcoming recycling and shredding
events. The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste
District awards grants to promote recycling. Their website, CuyahogaRecycles.
org, is robust and engaging, with comprehensive information on what, how,
and where to recycle and donate items.
Bay Village Law Director Gary Ebert
will circulate a new draft Westshore
Enforcement Bureau/WCOG agreement.
The Republican National Convention
agreement was never signed. 
The next WCOG meeting will be
Wednesday, Oct. 12, 9:30 a.m., in the
Rocky River Memorial Hall Community
Room, 21016 Hilliard Blvd. WCOG meetings are open to the public.

Fred Szabo, and Community Relations
Manager Jacqueline Muhammad sought
westside mayors’ input at the Sept. 14
Westshore Council of Governments
(WCOG) meeting.
Mr. Wood noted that Cleveland’s
airspace has been stable for a number
of years. They will try to minimize lowaltitude changes, but departures may fan
out more. Whenever possible, residential
impact is minimized by making turns
over Lake Erie and routing planes over
the Cuyahoga Valley and highways.
Legal consultant Dave Matty stated
that any move of air traffic toward the
western suburbs “would be a disaster.
Things are quiet now, and that’s the way
we like it.” Planes should turn neither too
soon, nor too sharply.
Mayors Pamela Bobst of Rocky
River and Eileen Patton of Fairview Park
noted that they encourage residents to
use Hopkins Airport’s complaint process,
and airport officials have been responsive to community concerns. 

are $25 each and available from Dixie,
440-933-4461 and Karen, 440-670-6760.
All proceeds benefit Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center.
The Women’s Board is a volunteer
organization with a rich history. Begun
in 1954, WB has diversity of skills, experiences and talents. It has supported the
Center and its mission through service,
leadership, community awareness and
fundraising.
Our meetings are the first Wednesday of each month, with a noon social
and a 12:30 meeting. We meet at Lake
Erie Nature & Science Center. Call 440871-2900 for further information. We
welcome new members. 

BECOME AN OBSERVER

Do you have an interesting
news story or a fun photo from
the community? Join over 800
Observer members and share it
with the Westlake/Bay community
at: wbvobserver.com/members.
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The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal
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and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,
providing perspectives and information about topics and
events in our community. The mission of the Westlake |
Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize
the community through citizen participation of the 700+
community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village
residents are invited to participate.
Observer Guidelines
Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village
is encouraged to contribute.
• Aim for 300-500 word articles.
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2 megabytes
in size.
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’
work and remember to credit your sources.
• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at:
wbvobserver.com
• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice
or help with topics, content or the submission process.
Staff contact information is listed below.
To join in, sign up through the Member Center at
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories,
photos and events.
All content should be submitted through the Member
Center, not by email.
Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact
information.
The views and opinions expressed in this publication
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the
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Healthy Kids Running Series returns to Westlake
by JENNIFER WALKER

A

fter a successful spring kick off,
the Healthy Kids Running Series
is returning to the Westlake Recreation Center this fall for five weeks of
fitness and fun. The Healthy Kids Running
Series is a 5-week running program for kids
from pre-kindergarten to eighth grade.
Races take place once a week and offer
age-appropriate running events including
the 50-yard dash, the 1/4 mile, the 1/2 mile
and the one mile run.
Kids compete each week of the Series
for a chance to earn points and at the end
of the Series the top boy and girl with the

3

most points in their respective age division
receive a trophy. It doesn’t matter how fast
or slow they run because all participants
receive a T-shirt, medal and gift bag for
their achievements. Start a lifelong love
of running while helping kids adopt a
healthy and active lifestyle, increase their
self-esteem, and make new friends!
Go to healthykidsrunningseries.org
for more information and to register.
Races take place at Westlake Recreation
Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd. on Sundays,
Sept. 18 & 25 and Oct. 2, 9 & 16 at 2:00
p.m. Cost is $35 for the Series. Those
interested in trying one race can sign up
onsite for $10.
Contact Carli Markiewitz at 216-9831147 or carli.markiewitz@uhhospitals.org
with questions or to volunteer. 

by SUZANNE MINNICH

S

ummer time is the
season for BBQ with
tasty food, games, and
most importantly time with
family and friends. Now consider sharing this festive time
with 500+ family and friends!
On Saturday, Aug. 27, local
members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints were able to spend
a beautiful summer day
together enjoying such times
at their location in Westlake.

Stake President Michael
Snyder, who acted as Grill
Master, and his committee
organized this Family Fun
Day for local members and
their friends. Many friends
were able to reconnect with
each other throughout the
Cleveland area. Fellowshipers of all ages delighted in
a water balloon toss, corn
hole competitions, bubble
making, and volleyball. The
youngest ones enjoyed their
time in a bouncy house while
the tweens cooled off in a

refreshing dunk tank. Everyone enjoyed homemade root
beer floats!
The Family History/
Genealogy Center located
inside the church building
was open during the BBQ.
Genealogy is an important
aspect of the LDS faith.
The LDS church believes
linking past and present
family members together
strengthens the family unit.
It was a great day to
close out the summer season
with family and friends. 

PHOTO BY JARED OLSEN

Westlake LDS church hosts family fun day

Snowcones and smiles were the order of the day at the Westlake
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints family fun day on Aug. 27.

Choose a UH doctor
in your neighborhood.
Good health starts with great primary care.

University Hospitals is proud to introduce Natalie Thomas, DO,
at UH Family Medicine Specialists. She offers comprehensive
primary care and expertise in the area of family medicine for
men, women, children and older adults.
UH Family Medicine Specialists
25651 Detroit Road, Suite 304
Westlake, Ohio 44145
Onsite testing, same-day visits and convenient evening and weekend
hours are available at this location. All major insurance plans accepted,
including Medical Mutual of Ohio (MMO) SuperMed.

Now accepting new patients.
To schedule a visit, call 440-808-8620.

UHhospitals.org/PrimaryCare
© 2016 University Hospitals

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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THE GREEN REPORT

‘We are all crew members’

I

got my title from a quote in an
Omnimax film called “A Beautiful Planet” that was playing at
the Great Lakes Science Center this
summer. The film is about how the
astronauts living at the International
Space Station see Earth, and it’s absolutely amazing. During the film, climate change is addressed, and how the
space station crew can see the direct
effects of climate change on the Earth.
This past July was the hottest month
recorded on Earth since record keeping
began in 1880. In fact, each month since
October 2015 has set a new high for heat
for that respective month. For example,
August 2016 was the hottest August ever
recorded. NASA has warned that warming of recent decades is out of step with
any period over the past millennium.
There is a 99% chance that 2016 will be
the warmest year on record; 2015 beat
2014 for the warmest year and 2016 is on
pace to beat 2015.
Each of us is a member of Earth’s
crew. The International Space Station
can’t function properly without each
crew member doing their part – it is
the same with Earth. It is each of our
responsibility to take care of the planet
and do our individual part to stop climate
change. Make no mistake, we can do it!
Carbon dioxide is Earth’s worst
enemy. It is released when oil, coal and
other fossil fuels are burned for energy;
energy we use every day to power our
homes, our cars, our smart phones,
computers, etc. Our thirst for energy is
insatiable it seems. Scientists predict
cataclysmic changes in the environment, with the world warming beyond
3.6 degrees Fahrenheit, without radical
cuts in carbon emissions.
What can you do? We can reduce
our energy demands every chance we

get. If we each use less, we will curb our
contribution to climate change. Here are
some suggestions.

REDUCE CONSUMPTION
The easiest thing you can do is to
make sure your lights are turned off when
not in use, and your computer and other
non-essential electronics and appliances
are turned off when not in use. Switching
your light bulbs to LED will use 80% less
energy, and will save you money too.
Heating and air conditioning
account for almost half of our home
energy use. Sealing drafts and ensuring
adequate insulation is a great way to
reduce energy for heating or cooling your
home. Additionally, installing a programmable thermostat saves energy, as you
can program it to heat/cool less to match
your daily schedule. For example in the
winter you can keep your thermostat on
a low temperature if you are at work all
day, and set it to warm up right before
you get home.

SHOP SMART
Another way to help curb your
energy use is to make sure you purchase
energy efficient appliances when you
need to replace your current ones. Since
1987, when energy efficient appliances
were introduced, it is estimated that 2.3
billion tons of carbon dioxide have been
prevented from entering the air. In addition, Energy Star appliances can save you
up to 30% on your electric bills! Good for
the earth, good for your wallet!

GO SOLAR
If you would like to ensure the
electricity you use in your home is not
contributing to carbon emissions, you
can look into solar panels. In Cuyahoga
County, we have a unique opportunity to
join a solar co-op and use group buying
power to get discounts on solar panels for

NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter recently captured a unique view of
Earth from the spacecraft’s vantage point in orbit around the moon.
your home. Please check out the Ohio
United Solar Neighborhoods website at
ohsun.org for more information about
how the co-op works and how much it
would cost – and save! Federal tax credits
are available for people who have solar
panels installed. They’re a great way to
reduce carbon emissions from electricity use.

BUY LOCAL
Buying local produce also helps
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It is
estimated that 10% of U.S. energy goes
into growing, processing, packaging and
shipping food. When you purchase locally
sourced food, energy is saved because that
food did not need to be shipped far. Additionally, if each of us actually ate all of the
food we purchased, we would help prevent methane gas from entering the air.
Methane is what is produced when
food in a landfill breaks down, and contributes greatly to climate change. It is
estimated that 40% of the food in the U.S.
is thrown into the trash and ends up in
a landfill. You can take it a step further
and start to compost any food scraps
you have leftover, keeping food out of the
trash all together. If you do this, please
make sure you research what can and
can’t be composted.

CONSERVE FUEL
Purchasing fuel-efficient cars helps
keep carbon dioxide out of the air; by
2025 all cars and light trucks must meet
clean car standards, which means they
will average 54.5 mpg. In 2011, the average was 28.3. If you are in the market
for a new car soon, please consider a
fuel-efficient model. Also, don’t idle
your car. If you are waiting more than 10
seconds, turn off the ignition. In addition to environmental harm from idling,
you are wasting gas (and in turn wasting
money!). Turn it off!

PLANT TREES
Another simple step you can take:
plant more trees in your yard. Trees
absorb carbon dioxide; one large tree
can absorb 40 pounds of carbon dioxide
a year. Additionally, trees around your
home can help reduce your air conditioning and heating needs.

SPREAD THE WORD
Last (but not least) talk to your
friends, family and neighbors about the
easy ways they can be contributing members of Earth’s “crew”! Remember, each
and every one of us is part of Earth’s crew.
It is up to us to do our individual parts. 

PHOTO BY JIM POTTER

Bay Kiwanis pancake breakfast Oct. 9

NASA/GODDARD/ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Ready to serve you are, Key Club member Elyse Legeay, Kiwanis
President Allen Waddle and Kiwanis member Kelly Baon.
by JIM POTTER

A

s part of the Bay High School
Homecoming weekend, the
Bay Village Kiwanis Club, ably
assisted by the Bay High Key Club, will
hold a Pancake Breakfast in the Bay
Middle School cafeteria, on Sunday,
Oct. 9, from 8 a.m. to noon.
The menu includes all-you-can-

eat pancakes, sausages, orange juice,
milk and coffee. The breakfast price is
$7 at the door; children 5 and under
eat free. Presale tickets are $6 and are
available from any Kiwanian.
Proceeds from the breakfast benefit Kiwanis charities including scholarships for Bay High students, community programs and other youth-related
activities. 

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Thiel College has been a distinguished institution
of opportunity since its founding in 1866.
Tour campus from any device at www.thiel.edu, then
schedule a campus visit to learn more about
our 60 majors and minors, 25 varsity sports,
and 10:1 student-faculty ratio.

www.thiel.edu/visit • 724-589-2345
75 College Avenue, Greenville, Pa. 16125
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EVEN MORE!
Join during
September
and you
could win
a FitBit!*

SO MUCH
BAY VILLAGE FOUNDATION

Help clean up
Bay Village’s
waterways
by EILEEN VERNON

N

ow in its tenth year, the Bay
Village Waterways Clean-up
Day, sponsored by The Bay Village Foundation and Bay High Project
Earth Club, will be held on Saturday,
Sept. 24. All are welcome to meet at the
Bay Middle School cafeteria to sign in
before 11 a.m. Volunteers of all ages
will go out in groups to clean up Bay’s
waterways and surrounding areas.
Children should be accompanied by
a parent or guardian or bring signed
permission slip.
The city provides trash bags and
gloves for use in picking up debris along

Cahoon Creek, Columbia Park, Bay
Boat Club, and other portions of the
Lake Erie waterfront. Under the guidance of Bridgit McFarland of Bay High
School and The Bay Village Foundation
chair, Mike Romanchek, the group will
work for approximately two hours and
finish up back at the middle school
where the student trustees of The Bay
Village Foundation – Chris Eifert, Katherine Finley, Jack Lee and Maggie Williams – will plan and deliver the lunch,
funded by the Bay Village Foundation,
for the hungry crowd. Afterwards, city
workers will pick up the bagged debris
at the middle school.
The event will go on rain or shine.
Most years, the weather has cooperated,
but working around the water – even
on nice days – can be wet and muddy.
Participants are asked to wear clothes
that they don’t mind getting muddy or
wet. Most volunteers wear boots and
find the gloves provided by the city to be
very useful. Students, Scouts, parents and
other groups looking for service projects
are welcome to participate.. 

Join the movement now
and get more, for less!
MORE SAVINGS:

Join by September 30th & only pay a $25 activation fee (save $75!)

MORE FOR FAMILIES:

Get upgraded to a Plus membership, which includes unlimited premium
group exercise classes, discounts on youth activities, and more, at no
extra cost!*

MORE COMMUNITY:

Join the Y and your family joins a movement to strengthen your
community while strengthening yourselves.

GOT TRASH?
GET COOPER!
Cooper Disposal Is Your First Choice
For On-Site Trash Containers.

Big or small containers delivered to your home or business. At Cooper Disposal
we pride ourselves in exceptional service which includes same-day service to
ALL of our customers. We are a locally based, family-owned business and we
believe that customer service is the key to our success!

Containers for:

• Garage or Attic Clean Out
• Deck Removal
• Remodeling Debris
• Home Content Disposal
• Patio Demolition
• And More!

FOR FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS:

TAKE 10% OFF
YOUR FIRST ORDER.

EXPIRES 10/1/16

Call Cooper Disposal Today to Talk With Our Experts and Order Your Container.

Dial 440-250-9800 or log on to
www.cooperdisposal.com for more info.

LAKEWOOD FAMILY YMCA
16915 Detroit Road, Lakewood, Ohio 44107
Phone: 216.521.8400
WEST PARK-FAIRVIEW FAMILY YMCA
15501 Lorain Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44111
216.941.5410
WEST SHORE FAMILY YMCA
1575 Columbia Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145
440.871.6885

JOIN NOW!

clevelandymca.org/join
*Limited time only. Terms and conditions apply. Call or visit clevelandymca.org or a branch location for complete details.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Schools react to state report cards
Continued from front page

WESTLAKE
In March 2016, Dover and Hilliard Elementary Schools, as well as the district, received the
inaugural Momentum Award from the state
Board of Education for exceeding student growth
expectations. Lee Burneson Middle School
received the Battelle for Kids SOAR 2015 Award
for High Progress Schools in recognition of exceptional academic growth in multiple grades and
subjects.
The administrative team and staff members will analyze the data to determine if the
lower letter grade is an error in reporting or a
change in student growth.
Westlake, like other school districts, has
been working to adjust to an increase in the
number of state tests given each year, higher cut
scores, three different tests in three years, online
testing issues and a lower than the required 95%
participation rate on state tests.
The Westlake City School District feels these
2015may
- 2016
Report
Card an
forinaccurate
factors
combine
to paint
picture of school performance. The Westlake
Schools provide rigorous academic programs.
For example:
DISTRICT GRADE
• Westlake High School has four National Merit

BAY VILLAGE

Semi-Finalists this year – more than any other
school in the Southwestern Conference.
• In recent years more than 35% of our high
“Gap Closing is a tough
school seniors sit for AP exams in 21 different
one. Clearly when 526 of the
subjects.
state’s 608 districts receive an
• 97% of our graduates go on to attend college.
F in the category, it says some• Westlake students continue to score signifithing. It’s a worthy goal to bring
cantly higher than state averages on the ACT
our most disadvantaged stutests while increasing the numbers of students up to par with their typical
dents taking those tests.
peers, but it can be a tough job.
• Second language learning begins in first
Bay received a B in the category.
grade, with World Language choices offered
There were only two A’s and 17
at the intermediate, middle and high school
B’s in Ohio for Gap Closing.”
levels.
Bay Village Schools earned
While the district supports the idea of helpa B in the Prepared for Success
ing all students achieve, this report card is a
component, which includes SAT,
misrepresentation of the learning and achieveACT, and AP scores, as well as
ment taking place in our classrooms.
state End-of-Course Exams. StuThere are many variables that go into testdents can also earn an Industrying and formulas for results. The district does
Recognized Credential in a work
not agree with all of the state’s methods, but the
or trade field.
schools are analyzing the information and will
“We are very proud of our
2015 - 2016high
Report
Card for rates in AP
reflect on ways to improve.
participation
The Westlake Schools are committed to
courses and in students taking
Educating for Excellence and will use the inforboth the SAT and ACT college
mation contained in the report card to celebrate
entrance exams,” said Keener.
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state and national averages on
all these tests. As for the new
End-of-Course exams, we are in
a transition period like everyone
else. Almost 88 percent of our
state districts earned a C or a D
in this category. We are proud of
earning a B under the circumstances, and we’ll continue to
see progress in this area.”
“We have made many
adjustments in our instructional planning, and we hope that
the state standards and state
tests will remain consistent
so that we can make progress
toward a non-moving target,”
said Keener. “After three different tests in three years, we are
pleased with some of our results,
and we will evaluate and make
plans related to results we hope
to improve. I am extremely
proud of the work of our educators and their eagerness to
use these results in a diagnostic
effort toward improvement.” 
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SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

The Clambake
by KAY LAUGHLIN

I

PHOTO COURTESY KAY LAUGHLIN

was raised on fall clambakes. From as far back
as I can remember, my
family put on several clambakes every fall.
Over the years, my
Grandpa Wurtz owned five
Square Deal meat markets on
the near west side of Cleveland. One day, a customer
walked into the shop and told
my Grandpa they were selling
50-foot lots in Avon Lake for
$50 each. Grandpa drove out,
took a look and purchased five
lots on Woodstock Avenue. In

holes in them that stacked
inside it and a lid. There were
probably 50 people attending
for the day so you know how
many bakes it held.
Some of Grandpa’s best
friends came early to help
prepare everything. The men
sat around a huge tub and
scrubbed the clams till they
shined. My grandma and
her lady friends, dressed in
their best summer dresses
with eyelet collars and cuffs,
nylons, lace-up white oxford
summer shoes and full
aprons, were in the kitchen
making clam chowder and

to 12. Back then they were
middle-neck and hog heads
for flavor and always on the
bottom. Next the half-chickens, then corn and sweet
potatoes, celery, sticks of
butter and salt and pepper
with one large sweet potato
on top as the tester. One pint
of water was added for each
bake. The bake was basted all
day and everyone took turns.
Often the men set up a
card table and played pinochle. I remember crawling up on
my Grandpa’s lap and taking
a swig of his beer. To this day
I always think of him when I
drink a good Dortmund beer.
The ladies sat in the shade and
talked while crocheting and
knitting. The yard contained
a swing set, and badminton

The “Supper Club” gathers for a backyard clambake in the late 1940s.
1922, he built a cottage in the
middle of the five lots.
Every Labor Day, Grandpa would have a clambake. He
had a shallow pit dug in the
corner of the backyard which
he filled with wood. The sides
of the pit were made of stacked
bricks and an iron grate was
placed over them. On top of
this large pit, he would place
a huge, silver-metal square
clam baker that had trays with

finishing off apple, egg custard and peach pies. The clam
chowder was started in a big
pot on the stove. Potatoes,
carrots, celery, corn, and
chopped clams were cooked
into a creamed chowder to
have while waiting for the
bake to steam.
Meanwhile, out in the
yard, Grandpa was packing
the bake. First went in the
bagged clams all counted

was set up, the horseshoe pits
were cleared, and bottles of
beer and assorted pop were
set out in big galvanized tin
pans full of ice.
Then the party began.
The men played the games
and we kids ran around like
chickens. The cottage had
an easement to the beach
across Lake Road and some
time during the day an adult
would take us down to the

lake for a swim.
Long homemade tables,
sometimes slabs on sawhorses, were set up with
benches around them. Table
clothes and the white ironstone dishes brought out for
clambakes were set around.
Then it was time to eat. The
first thing out of the bake was
the broth served in Grandpa’s
special white mugs. Out of
the silver-colored pot came
all this delicious food. The
little ironstone saucers would
be filled with butter and each
of us got a bag of clams. We
were in seventh heaven.
I didn’t care about any
of the other food but can
remember Mom fixing our
plates with a little corn, potato
and chicken. The only extra
thing I can remember we ever
added to the bake were fresh
sliced tomatoes. Then we kids
played with the clam shells.
Grandpa was the best at
putting on a clambake, and
they continued at his Lake
House after he moved west
of Route 83 in 1948. My dad
became an expert too as he
was always helping over the
years. We had clambakes in
our backyard for the neighbors almost every year.
Over the years, the baker
has changed, become smaller and resembles a stacked
roasting pan today. I still have
my dad’s baker. It must be 60
years old. I still pack my own
clambake just like Grandpa
and Dad. It is really so easy
to pack a good bake. The big
thing to remember is only a
pint of water per bake. You
are steaming the bake, not
boiling it.
Oh, what wonderful
memories I have. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Simple steps to protect your privacy
by TAK SATO

I

n a previous article, I
explained that everyone
has “skin in the game”
when it comes to protecting
personal information. That
includes business entities,
you and me. Since we discussed businesses earlier,
let’s turn the focus to what
you and I can be doing.
I’ve written about how
local pharmacies are not maximizing the use of digital tools
that they have at their disposal. Pharmacists continue to
ask you to verbally verify your
date of birth when instead
they could be using the credit
card reader with keypad and
screen (or touchscreen) to be
more discreet. The next time
I’m at the pharmacy to refill
my diabetes medication, I
am going to show my driver’s

license instead of verbally verifying my date of birth. This
minimizes risk by sharing my
birthday with one pharmacist
instead of everyone within
earshot.
If photo IDs and a boarding passes are proof enough
for TSA agents to allow us on
a plane, an empty pill bottle
and a driver’s license should
be good enough to dispense
life-saving medications
without compromising personal privacy. I’ll report back
whether that is acceptable to
them.
Around town I’m always
reminded of how bank personnel are very well trained
when it comes to handling
our personal information.
When the teller needed my
Social Security number
recently, because I forgot
my wallet and needed to

withdraw $20 at the counter,
she handed me a pen and
paper to convey the number.
Although they will most probably shred the piece of paper,
I didn’t take any chances and
asked for the paper back and
shredded it myself later. I was
just doing what I can control
of the process and policy of
the bank.
In the digital world,
communication media such
as email, texting and messaging apps are ubiquitous
and mostly an insecure
communication medium.
Texting and messaging apps
on your mobile phone provide instant response and
convenience while email
gives you the send-and-forget (until the reply comes in)
mentality so you can move
on to other tasks.
However convenient, I

wouldn’t transfer any sensitive personal information
in emails, at least not yet,
because end-to-end (i.e.
sender-to-recipient) security
methodology has not been
embraced completely due to
the sea of email providers. By
the same token, I wouldn’t
communicate sensitive information in regular text and
messaging apps because the
data is stored outside of your
control on computers at telecommunications companies.
Instead when there is
a need to convey sensitive
information through these
channels, we have options
such as protonmail.com
(email) and Signal app (text/
messaging), just to name
a couple, that can provide
added security when both the
sender and the recipient use
these digital world tools. 
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FAMILY OBSERVATIONS

Defining the
objective
by RJ JOHNSON

A

ny military officer will tell you that
defining the objective is essential
to any operation. If you don’t
define the objective, how do you know if
you’ve completed the mission? How do
you know if you’ve won or lost?
The same can be said of family
chores. “Will you do a couple of loads
of laundry?” sounds simple enough,
however, that request is almost as vague
as the command, “Go win the battle.”
When my wife asks if someone will
do a couple of loads of laundry, her
definition of the objective is to take
the dirty clothes to the laundry room,
run each load through the washer and
dryer, fold the clothes, and put them
in the appropriate location for clean
clothes. In wife world, if someone can
tell that laundry is in process, it is not
done.
Now that I understand the objective, I know this is what the request
means. The first time I heard the
request, I thought, “Get the clothes to
the laundry room, run them through
the washer and dryer, and fold them
neatly.” In husband world, if you don’t
leave the finished project out where
someone can notice it, it doesn’t really
count. After all, if no one sees the folded
laundry, who will know laundry has
been done?
In the boy’s world, doing a couple
of loads of laundry seems to mean,
throw a load of clothes in the washer.
When the cycle is complete he faces
an unforeseen challenge. He knows he
is supposed to a couple of loads. That
means more than one load, but the first
load is still in the washer. How can he
do a second load? The washer is full.
At some point it dawns on him that he
can move the load in the washer to the
dryer. With luck, he will also start the
dryer.
With the problem of the clothes in
the washer solved, a new load of clothes
can go into the washer. He can start the
washer and let it do its thing. His task is
complete. He has done a couple of loads
of laundry. The battle is over and he is
victorious, until two days later when the
clothes in the washer are discovered,
now with a less-than-fresh smell.
I have discovered that defining the
objective often means communicating
the obvious. What is obvious in one person’s world is completely obscure in
another person’s world. Part of the difference is experience. If you drop a box
of nails in the garage, every nail must be
picked up. That is obvious in my world.
I’ve seen what nails do to tires. The boy
has yet to have the experience of changing a tire on a busy road. Part of the
difference is personality. Some people
might describe my office as chaotic. I
see a busy workspace.
Through all of this, I have learned
that when I tell the boy to take that hill,
I not only have to tell him which hill
to take, but also what the hill will look
like when he’s taken it. Even then, the
completed task may not look as I had
imagined, but it will be a lot closer. 
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This event promises to be fun for
all ages, with live music performed by
talented Bay Village musician Cody
Hanzel, fall-themed crafts for kids, a
3-D printing demonstration and free
refreshments. Tables will be arranged
throughout the interior of the library
for representatives to display materials
about their organization and chat with
residents.
Whether it’s gardening, bicycling,
history, animals, public safety, democracy, veterans affairs, or providing assistance to those in need, there is a group
of friendly folks just waiting for you to
join them.
Stop by and meet the people that
make Bay Village the wonderful community that it is.
The Bay Cares Fall Fest is free for
all to attend, sponsored by the Westlake | Bay Village Observer in partnership with the Bay Village Branch
Library and the Friends of the Bay Village Branch Library.
Limited table space is still available; interested civic groups should
email tara@wbvobserver.com or call
440-409-0114. 
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Fall events at
Village Bicycle
Cooperative
by DONNA WILSON and
JUSTIN LEVINGSTON
PHOTO BY DONNA WILSON

from front page

A

re you ready for some fun
fall activities at Village
Bicycle Cooperative (VBC)?
Well, there are some great events
planned and we look forward to
seeing you at them.

Fix-It-Forward Program

Last year, Village Bicycle Cooperative donated more than two dozen
On Wednesday, Sept. 21, from bicycles to the Salvation Army as part of the Fix-It-Forward program.
6-9 p.m., learn about our volunteer
Fix-It-Forward program at the Village while project. There will be people avail- ABC Quick Check. We will be installing
Bicycle Cooperative, 303 Cahoon Road able to answer your questions. Also this free bike lights to anyone who needs
in the Community House. This program is a great time to donate bikes or bike them. The ride route will include sidetakes donated bikes and refurbishes parts. Donations are tax deductible. We walks and low-traffic streets to help
them to be distributed to Salvation look forward to seeing you and hope teach the rules of the road.
Army, Westside Catholic Center, West- you will become part of our team!
At the end of the ride, popsicles will
lake Police Department and Lakewood Kidical Mass Ride
be provided outside the library. Inside,
Community Center. These organizaOn Saturday,Oct. 1, join us for our families can enjoy crafts, live music,
tions distribute the bikes to people in first free “Kidical Mass” ride. The slow- cookies and an opportunity to learn
need to help them get to their jobs, paced, family-friendly ride will start at about Bay’s civic organizations.
school and also provide a good form of 10 a.m. at the Village Bicycle CooperaLet’s welcome fall with fun activities,
exercise. This year’s goal is to distribute tive and end at the Library in plenty of meeting people and healthy exercise.
more than 100 bikes.
time to enjoy the Bay Cares Fall Fest.
If you need more information, please
Come visit our open house and
Join us at 9:30 a.m. for a helmet fit- check out our website, www.villagebilearn how you can be part of this worth- ting and brief safety lesson featuring the cycle.org. 

St. Raphael’s annual pet blessing set for Oct. 6
by ANNE STRAITIFF
earded dragons,
hermit crabs
and less-exotic
household animals and
their families are invited to the 12th annual
Blessing of the Pets on
Thursday, Oct. 6, at 6:30
p.m. on the front lawn
of St. Raphael Church
in Bay Village.
Individual blessings will be given to
each animal. Giveaways from Landmark
and Hot Diggity Dog
Pet Sitting will be distributed and a garden
statue of St. Francis
will be given away. The Fr. Ryan Cubera blesses a cat during last year’s pet event at St. Raphael’s.
event is free and all are
welcome! The event commemorates
St. Raphael pastor, Fr. Tim Gareau, hoods to join with us on this day, to give
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, patron commented, “We welcome all our thanks for all God’s creatures – espesaint of animals.
friends in the surrounding neighbor- cially our faithful animal companions
– and ask for his continued
blessings on our families, our
community, and on all living
things entrusted to our care.”
St. Raphael is located at 525
Dover Center Road between
Lake Road and Detroit Road.
Parking is behind the church.
Dogs should be on leashes;
cats and other pets in carriers
or cages. The event will be cancelled if it rains. 

B

Rose Hill Museum
Open 2-4:30 pm on Sundays
Free Admission • Gift Shoppe
Located in Cahoon Memorial Park
(216) 386-5997

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

LEFT: Marianne Peden and
Oscar were both eager to
receive a blessing from
Deacon Larry Gregg at last
year’s pet blessing.

PHOTOS BY BILL BINE
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Oct. 4 FYI: Opera previews
works of tears, farce
by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

W

orks of two Italian born composers, whose lives slightly
overlapped, will be center
stage when David Bamberger, artistic
director of the Cleveland Institute of
Music Opera Theater, brings talented
voices to the FYI: Opera program on
Tuesday, Oct. 4, at 7:30 p.m., at Westlake
Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge
Road.
The focus of this FYI: Opera program, sponsored by the Westlake-Westshore Arts Council, are two one-act operas
to be performed by CIM Opera at its
November season opening. From these
operas, “Suor Angelica” (“Sister Angelica”) by Giacomo Puccini and “Amelia
Al Ballo” (“Amelia Goes to the Ball”) by
Gian Carlo Menotti, selected arias will
be performed on Oct. 4.
Bamberger promises that the voice

HUMOR

Words for
a day
by KATE LUENGO

“T

hat does it!” a Westlake
woman willfully exclaimed.
“After recently reading the
word ‘wonky’ in a newspaper not once
but twice, I thought it proper to look up
its meaning rather than to guess at it.
Heaven forbid that I would choose to
use the term myself someday, I’d want
to get it right!”
Upon feeling chuffed for being so
conscientious, this Westlake word wonderer admitted that despite having at
least half a dozen English dictionaries
around the house and countless more
in foreign languages, she couldn’t recall
the last time she had picked one up.
She instead opted to hop onto the
internet and “Google” wonky.
“After seeing the results, I wish I
had tried a dictionary. The answers
online were all over the place. On
second thought, why am I surprised?
Many words have multiple definitions
which requires you to be patient, and
to go with the flow.”
As it turns out, wonky is of British
origin.
“Should we be surprised?” she
asked. “Bay Village and Westlake baby

students, who perform at the FYI: Opera
program, will reflect the diversity of CIM
students. There will be gifted performers
from Korea and Israel, as well as from
the United States. Following Bamberger’s
expert introductory observations, singers will be accompanied by pianist John
Simmons, CIM music director.
Puccini’s “Suor Angelica” conveys a
poignant story of a girl put in a convent
by a cold, unfeeling family. The composer’s score, which was written in 1918,
just 6 years before his death, succeeds in
touching the listener’s heart and soul, as
only Puccini can. In his “Encyclopedia of
the Opera,” author David Ewen quotes
Puccini as saying he was unlike Wagner
and Verdi, that he “made the music of
only small things.” Ewen reflected that if
Puccini’s world was comparatively small
“he was its lord and master.”
Menotti’s “Amelia Al Ballo” was considered his first mature opera. “Amelia”

boomers should remember where ‘bonkers’ came from. The British Invasion is
obviously alive and well! I wonder if the
U.K. has a penchant for ‘k’ sounds in
their vernacular. Let me tell you why!
“Search results revealed that wonky
can refer to anything that’s unsteady,
shaky, awry, haywire, messed up or
defective. It can mean off-centre
or askew. No wonder the word has
jumped out at me twice in short
order. I fancy it a great fit for so
many current events!”
She went on to explain that
wonky can also refer to malfunctioning technological devices. “Consider
the issues with certain smart phone
batteries. That’s wonky to the nth
degree!”
With barely a chance for this
wonky adjective to be absorbed,
she cited “knackered” as another
U.K. import. According to her
search, knackered refers to “a great
word and phrase used by Britons to
describe their tiredness and exhaustion in any given situation.”
“It’s entirely possible to find
oneself knackered after watching
hours upon hours of the 2016 presidential campaigns’ news coverage,”
she related. But as important as it is
to be well informed and objective,
by the time you try to separate the
truth from the slant, you’re knackered if not bonkers, as well.
On a separate note the Westlake
wordsmith shared that “skive” refers
to a person who feigns an illness in

Westlake-Westshore Arts Council presents a free preview of an upcoming
Cleveland Institute of Music opera production featuring the works of
Giacomo Puccini (left) and Gian Carlo Menotti (right) on Oct. 4 at 7:30 p.m.
at Westlake Porter Public Library.
and two other operas are the only ones
he wrote in Italian. He wrote all the rest
in English and, like Wagner, Menotti
wrote the librettos for his operas. Menotti
began writing music at the age of 11,
and at the age of 13, in 1923 (the year
before Puccini died) he was enrolled in
the Milan Conservatory. Following the
death of his father, Menotti’s mother
brought him to the United States and
in 1928 enrolled him at Philadelphia’s
Curtis Institute of Music.
While at Curtis, when Menotti was
in his mid-20s, he wrote “Amelia Goes to
the Ball,” which was premiered in Philadelphia in 1937 and performed at the

New York Metropolitan Opera in 1938. In
1951, Menotti, a two-time Pulitzer Prize
winner, wrote “Amahl and the Night Visitors,” the first opera commissioned for
television. “Amahl” became an annual
Christmas tradition and is the composer’s most popular work.
The Oct. 4 program is part of the FYI:
Opera series, offered free to the public,
by the WWAC, which has sponsored
the series for 25 years. The FYI program
presents a preview of CIM’s fully costumed production of “Suor Angelica”
and “Amelia Al Ballo” which will be performed Nov. 9-12 at CIM’s Kulas Hall in
University Circle. 

order to skip work or dodge an obligation. Who among us hasn’t been a skive,
even if just once?
She did share her about finding
another “w” word that she deemed
because of its vulgarity was “better left
across the pond,” but she was pleased
to report that “it also had a ‘k’ in its

midst – proving a pattern if there ever
was one!”
On a cheerier – and tastier – note,
“scrummy” is like our “yummy.” Okay,
no actual “k,” but it has the “k” sound!
Well, isn’t that just hunky-dory?
(Another U.K. import!)
Cheerio! 

Pittsburgh;Slife Heating & Cooling Inc;B05064;4.62x7.5-4c (16Fa-B1)

Scheduled service
checks make life
run smoother.
Servicing your home
comfort system is like
servicing your car. The
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happier you are.
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by JOYCE ABLE SCHROTH

4

-1-1 has long been the phone number
to dial for information ... and now that
number represents election information
too, via VOTE411.org, thanks to the League of
Women Voters. This online tool confirms the
goal of the League by empowering millions
of voters with information and resources to
include the election process in the state, county
and community, including polling place hours
and locations, ballot information, early or
absentee voting rules, voter registration deadlines, ID requirements, the voter guide, upcoming forums and more. It is the go-to website for
accurate, timely and straightforward information to enable all eligible voters to vote.
The League of Women Voters was
founded in 1920 during the convention of the
National American Woman Suffrage Association, just six months before the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified,
giving women the right to vote after a 72-year
struggle. The League began as an experiment
designed to help 20 million women carry out
their new responsibilities as voters, encouraging them to use their new power to participate

in shaping public policy, knowing that these
new women voters were going to need reliable information. It was then, and is now, a
nonpartisan organization, neither supporting
nor opposing candidates or political parties at
any level of government.
Remembering that voting is the most
powerful way to have one’s voice heard, and
the core of our democracy, the League of
Women Voters of Greater Cleveland chapters in Westlake-North Olmsted, Bay Village,
Fairview Park and Rocky River will host the
Westside Forum on Tuesday, Sept. 27, 7 p.m.,
at Westlake Porter Public Library. The forum
includes Ohio House District 16 candidates
Tommy Greene and David Greenspan as well
as Ohio Senate District 24 candidates Matt
Dolan and Emily Hagan.
While at Porter Library, stop by the display case to view a mannequin dressed to
vote in the first election, pictures showing
women lining up to vote in the 1920s and a
wonderful sign indicating “A Woman Living
in This House has Registered to Vote.” Also
included is Westlake’s oldest ballot box and
the actual ballots from an early election as
well as other historical items. 

PHOTO BY JANICE PATTERSON

Got the election 411?

The Westlake-North Olmsted chapter of the League of Women Voters
filled the Porter Library display case with historical election items.

PHOTOS BY DENNY WENDELL

Bay Village City Council honors retiring Mayor Sutherland

Retiring Bay Village Mayor Debbie Sutherland was honored for her years of service to the city with a proclamation for
her many accomplishments as mayor, presented by law director and interim Mayor Gary Ebert at the Sept. 12 council
meeting. The members of council then posed for a final group photo. Pictured, from left: Paul Vincent, Ward 2; David
Tadych, Ward 1; Mayor Sutherland; Paul Koomar, Council president; Gary Ebert; Dwight Clark, Council-at-large; Joan
Kemper, clerk of Council; Karen Lieske, Ward 3; Marty Mace, Council-at-large; and Thomas Henderson, Ward 4. The
mayor is retiring from politics and moving to South Carolina.

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
Free...Your Choice!
Professional Whitening
or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant eagle with new
patient exam and x-rays

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies
Welcome!

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family
& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com
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Porter Library to host Folk music at Porter Library Westlake bond
issue on tour
Hitchcock lecture

G

ood evening. We are pleased to welcome local historian Bill Rafalski to
Westlake Library for an engaging
presentation on the director and filmmaker
Alfred Hitchcock. From the chilling violin
screech in "Psycho" and the flapping wings
of "The Birds," to his classic voice and presence, Alfred Hitchcock is one of the most
iconic names in film.
We'll be meeting on Monday, Oct. 3, at
7 p.m. With Halloween month just starting,
this is a great opportunity to get into the
holiday spirit. Rafalski will be lecturing on
Hitchcock's childhood, education, work in
silent movies, British films, collaborations
with David O. Selznick, and his American
films and TV shows.
Come celebrate one of Hollywood's
most brilliant minds with us. 

A

ndy and Judy Daigle are coming
to Westlake Library! We are very
excited to join this folk-duo for
an afternoon of music and fun on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2-4 p.m.
Andy and Judy have been performing together since 2009, and
make regular appearances at libraries, coffeeshops, and concert venues.
They have been featured artists, openers and headliners blending popular
folk covers with their growing list of
original songs.
Coming from a long tradition of
folk music and musical families, they
bring a blend of country, gospel and
popular music elements into their Judy and Andy Daigle
performances. Andy and Judy travel
all across the country for their performances, but they won’t be in
Cleveland for too long!
Sign up by calling the library at 440-871-2600, or online at westlakelibrary.org to join us. 

Bay Village civic groups
planning fun fall events
by MARY KAY WILSON

T

he Bay Village Community Council held its quarterly meeting on
Sept. 7. Representatives of many
of the city’s civic organizations shared
news and notes about their activities.
Following are some of the highlights.
American Legion Post 385 recently co-hosted a supper and presentation
on caring for veterans when they come
home. Joining us in this program were
VFW Post 9693 and St. Paul Lutheran
Church’s Military Support Group. The
program discussed the impact that war
has had on individuals and their families
when they return home.
Bay Village Community Theater has
initiated a staged reading series called
“All the World’s a Stage[d Reading].” Our
next reading will feature the poetry/
prose of Edgar Allen Poe on Oct. 9, 6 p.m.,
at Mojo’s Coffee.
The Bay Village Foundation has
made the 20-year refurbishment and
renovation of Play in Bay their main
focus throughout 2016. Major fundraising efforts have been targeted to every
potential source with solicitations, presentations to groups, individual letters to
every resident in Bay, plus some smaller

LAW FIRM - Help Wanted

Westlake law firm has an immediate
opening for someone with a diversified
skill set to provide administrative
support answering phones, assisting
with data input in our billing department,
typing/transcription overflow work from
our word processing department and
coordination with outside vendor for
routine IT needs. Ideal candidate would
also have some light IT experience such
as trouble-shooting printer problems,
computer and software issues. Working
knowledge of Outlook, Adobe and either
Word or Word Perfect required. Law firm
experience preferred but not necessary.
Hours are M-F 8-5 and most Saturdays
8-12. Compensation commensurate with
experience. Interested candidates should
forward resumes to
rcorn@corsarolaw.com

by GAIL GOLEMBIEWSKI

I

f you have been interested in learning what
Westlake Schools’ combined bond issue is
about, Superintendent Scott Goggins, Treasurer Todd Hopkins and Jennifer Frey from Citizens for Westlake Schools are heading out on a
speaking tour around Westlake. Here are some of
the upcoming places where they will be speaking:
• Tuesday, Sept. 20, 7 p.m. Westlake Democrats
Meeting. Western Cuyahoga Lodge Hall, 26145
Center Ridge Road.
• Monday, Oct. 3, 7 p.m. Public Forum and Q&A
presented by the League of Women Voters.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Road.
If you have any questions please go to westlakelevy.com. Come out and learn the facts and
be informed. It is important to note that this will
NOT raise taxes. 

President on Sept. 25. The Club awarded
$16,000 in scholarships to local students
and recognized them at a July 19 dinner
at Bay Lodge.

The Bay Village League of Women
Voters will hold its annual meeting on

efforts during the year. The project was
begun last fall and is close to being a reality. Total costs were projected to be about
$105,000 and we are now within about
$1,200 of reaching that goal, and final
renovation plans are on-going. Plans
are underway for a “Recognition Wall”
in Play in Bay on which all donors of $100
and more will be listed. A “Summer Send
Off” fundraising event will be held Sept.
24 from 3-5 p.m. The annual Bay Heritage
Run will be Oct. 22. The race raises funds
through sponsorships and runners.
The Bay Village Garden Club will
hold a tour on Oct. 13 of the hydroponics
and chrysanthemum growing operation
of Tyler’s Farm in Oberlin. Their Oct. 24
meeting focuses on “Adding Color for Fall”
where you can learn about some of the
newest and best perennials for fall color.
The Bay Village Green Team will
hold its next quarterly meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 6:30-8 p.m. at the Bay Village
Library. Anyone interested in helping
to promote sustainability in the city is
encouraged to attend. The Green Team
partnered with Bay Kiwanis again this
year to reduce the amount of landfill
waste generated at Bay Days. Signage was
placed throughout the park and the city
assisted with extra recycle bins. Potato
scraps from the Kiwanis curly fries booth
were taken to Barnes Nursery for composting. An estimated 30-40% of waste
was recycled, an increase from previous
years. The Green Team also worked with
BAYarts again to help make Moondance
a near-zero-waste event.
Bay Village Kiwanis Club will
install Allen Waddle as the new 2016-2017

Sept. 24, 9:30 a.m., at the Bay Village
Library. We will pass our 2017 budget
and reaffirm our issue positions. New
members are always welcome. Oct. 11
is the deadline to vote in the Nov. 8 election. Forms are available at libraries, city
halls and the senior centers, and online
at boe.cuyahogacounty.us.
The Bay Village Library is offering
fine forgiveness for any students that
wish to give their card a fresh start. Since
September is National Library Card
Month it’s also the perfect time to come
in and get your child their first card!
The library will be the site of the fourth
annual Bay Cares Volunteer Fair & Fall
Fest on Saturday, Oct. 1, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. The event is a partnership between
the library and the Westlake | Bay Village Observer. Groups will have informational tables throughout the library,
with fall crafts for kids, music and light
refreshments. They are also celebrating
Cleveland Beer History with a presentation of the book “Cleveland Beer: History
& Revival in the Rust Belt” by authors
Leslie Basalla and Peter Chakerian. The
event, sponsored by the Friends of the
Bay Village Branch and in collaboration
with the Bay Village Historical Society,
will be held on Oct. 5 at 7 p.m.
Bay Men’s Club is planning for their
2017 100th Anniversary Celebration.

The Bay Village Women’s Club
Foundation will have a presentation

on Oct. 13 by a physical therapist on
“improving your balance.” On Dec. 1, the
club will hold their Annual Holiday Luncheon and Raffle Fundraiser. Save the
date for their 2017 Antiques Show and

We Restore Grimy & Worn Cabinets!
Cabinet Refacing & Redooring • Custom Cabinets
Granite Sealing • 1-Day Wood Restoration

kitchentune•up

®

Inside Sears Home Appliance Showroom
KitchenTuneUp-Westlake.com • 440.250.2270

Sale being held on Feb. 25 & 26 and for
the BVWC 100th Anniversary Celebration
on April 8. Bay Memorabilia is available
for purchase. We have afghans, playing
cards, Bay historical cookbooks and Cat’s
Meow houses featuring the Community
House & Huntington Tower. To purchase, contact Marilyn at 440-892-4344
or Nancy at 440-334-7539, or visit BayWomensClub.org. All proceeds support
the scholarships and civic contributions.

The Lake Erie Nature & Science Center will host their first Family
Astronomy Night on Sept. 23. They will
also offer Hayride Dinners on Oct. 8 and
28. Visit lensc.org or call 440-871-2900
for details.

The Women’s Board of Lake Erie
Nature and Science Center will hold

their annual fundraiser at Clague Playhouse in Westlake on Dec. 11, at 1 p.m.
Contact Karen 440-670-6760 or Dixie
440-773-7743 for more details or to purchase the $25 tickets.

Martha Devotion Huntington
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution is having a Spirit Day
fundraiser on Thursday, Sept. 22, Chickfil-A,4779 Great Northern Blvd., North
Olmsted. Please help support the MDH
Chapter. We will receive a percentage of
sales (excludes gift cards) when our supporters dine in, carry out, drive-thru or
order catering. Please inform the cashier
before placing your order that you are
there for the MDH DAR Spirit Day.
VFW Post 9693 is offering support
to other community groups who are
planning Veterans Day events. If your
organization is planning to conduct a
ceremony or recognition, please contact
VFW and American Legion Posts.

The Village Bicycle Cooperative

holds volunteer training every Wednesday. Visit villagebicycle.org for more
details.
The Village Project is partnering
with the Cleveland Clinic and Heinen’s
in presenting “Eating Right to Prevent &
Manage Cancer” on Oct. 19. They are also
holding a fundraiser on Oct. 29 called
Project Leaf. They have many volunteer
opportunities for adults and students.
Due to the increase in the number of clients they are serving, the volunteers are
up to four cooking days and two delivery
days. For more details visit ourvillageproject.com. 
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BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Learn about early Dover Township at Lakeside Cemetery tour

L

earn about life in early Dover Township at a tour of Lakeside Cemetery
on Oct. 16, planned in cooperation
by the Bay Village Historical Society and
the Bay Village Community Theater.
Tours will depart at regular intervals from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Lakeside
Cemetery. Seven actors will be at the
cemetery, where they will relate the
intriguing stories of seven individuals
buried there. The historic cemetery is
the site of the first burial in what was
then Dover Township, 200 years ago.
Admission is free. Parking is at the

west end of Huntington Park in Bay Village. Phone 440-835-4472 for information, or visit www.bayhistorical.com.
The tours are sponsored by McGorrayHanna Funeral Home.
Rose Hill Museum and the Reuben
Osborn Learning Center, located in
nearby Cahoon Memorial Park and
operated by the Bay Village Historical
Society, will be open on Oct. 16. 

PHOTO BY DENNY WENDELL

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

RIGHT: Visitors to last year’s tour
listen as Bay Village Historical
Society president, Cathy Flament,
highlights the history of Bay
Village’s Lakeside Cemetery.

The Food Dude brings healthy
conversation to Westlake
by JOHN HORTON

A
Chef Kevin Roberts, aka The
Food Dude, will visit Tri-C in
Westlake on Sept. 28 as part of
his nationwide tour.

nybody can cook quick, healthy
and tasty meals on a budget. Want
to know how? Then come listen and
learn when the “The Food Dude” visits
Cuyahoga Community College.
Chef and restaurateur Kevin Roberts
— aka The Food Dude — will share the
secrets to kitchen success during a free
program at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, Sept.
28, at Corporate College West in Westlake.
The presentation and cooking demon-

stration is open to the public. Corporate
College West is located at 25425 Center
Ridge Road.
The stop is part of The Food Dude’s
nationwide college lecture tour. Roberts
has spent the past decade visiting campuses to teach students how to best feed
their body while feeding their mind.
Roberts operates four restaurants in
Southern California and has authored
two cookbooks. He competed and
became a Top 10 Finalist on “The Next
Food Network Star,” adding to his long

list of television appearances.
He found his way to the kitchen as a
child — “It was either cook or starve,” said
Roberts, who was raised by a single mother
— and then perfected his skills through
studies in health and nutrition.
The Food Dude’s visit to Tri-C coincides with the College’s Student Success
Week, a series of free workshops and
events at each campus designed to help
students learn how to perform their best.
His program in Westlake will be part of a
community health fair taking place from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. that day at Corporate
College West.
For more information, contact TriC’s Lilah Wiant at 216-987-5929 or Lilah.
Wiant@tri-c.edu. 

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News,
Photos &
Community Events
800+ Citizen Writers
Free at 250 Locations
Avon, Ohio

Who writes for the Observer?
More than 800 community members of all ages have joined in
to share their stories, photos and community events.

Can I participate?
YES! The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake
residents who want to participate in sharing positive news. It’s
fun, easy and free to become an Observer. Visit our website at
wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to sign up and
be a part of this growing community project!
Questions? Contact us at 440-409-0114
or email staff@wbvobserver.com
Advertising opportunities available for business promotions.

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westlake Scout performs Eagle
project for Bay Village residents
by MARGIE ROSSANDER

R

by the Scout team as well as providing
access for water and electricity needed
to complete the project in a timely and
safe manner.
Sean’s project included 46 hours of
his personal time which included development of the project, project planning
and leadership of others contributing

esidents of the Knickerbocker
Apartments for active senior citizens were the recipients of the Boy
Scout Eagle Project of Sean Rossander,
from Westlake Troop 208. Sean, 15, directed the group that completed an extensive
refurbishment of the
much-used benches
and picnic tables at
the Bay Village apartment building.
During the daylong active portion of
his project, he supervised 17 volunteers
for a total 109 hours of
service donated to the
project. Contributing
their time and efforts
were Troop 208 Scouts
and leaders as well as
adult volunteers from
Bay United Methodist
Church.
The work entailed
stripping off the
old finish, repairing
broken and unstable
portions of the items
and applying stain
and sealer to all surfaces of the heavy
outdoor seating. The
items refurbished were
three picnic tables
with benches from
the building’s inner
courtyard and seven
additional outdoor
benches that provide
seating near the building’s entrances. In Sean Rossander paints a bench at the Knickerbocker
addition, Sean’s family Apartments during his Eagle Scout project.
donated a substantial
rolling cabinet for storage of outdoor to the project. The project benefits the
items such as cornhole games and plant- residents and visitors to the apartment
ers. This cabinet was stained and sealed to building’s residents as well as community
match the picnic tables for the building’s members as it also houses the West Shore
inner courtyard. The new sage green stain Senior Center. Many residents stopped
coordinated the look of the courtyard and by to view the progress of the refurbishthe subdued brown finish on the benches ment of their seating and complimented
provided a unified welcoming appearance the Scouts on the great improvement to
to the building entrance.
their outdoor living spaces.
Additionally, Knickerbocker managOnce the project is completed and
er Char Paolella helped Sean by working all other rank requirements have been
with the apartment residents in choosing verified, a board of review evaluates the
the project and guiding finish style choic- Scout’s accomplishments and the rank
es. Maintenance manager Russ Dezem- of Eagle Scout can be bestowed. Only
ber assisted by relocating the items to the about 5 percent of all Scouts attain the
work area and power-washing them prior rank of Eagle, making it a very distincto the sanding and refinishing process tive honor. 

Bay Village Scout
earns Eagle rank
Maxwell Kunze, Bay Village Troop 41,
earned the Eagle Scout rank on June 12.
Max becomes the Troop’s 148th Eagle Scout
since 1964. He is the son of Todd and Kelly
Kunze. For his Eagle service project, Max’s
team repaired and painted the BAYarts
Huntington House porch in memory of Sally
Price. Visit troop41.wordpress.com for more
information about Boy Scout Troop 41.
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Bay Cares

Fall Fest
Saturday, Oct. 1
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Bay Village Branch Library
502 Cahoon Road

A free, fun event to learn about
Bay’s many community groups
and to find out how you can
make a difference!
Looking to volunteer in Bay Village,
or just want to enjoy a beautiful
fall day? Stop by for a fun,
family-friendly outing and
learn about the community
organizations that help to make
Bay the great city that it is.

Cookies

This indoor/outdoor event will
feature representatives from Bay’s
civic groups and nonprofit
organizations, cookies and
cider, kids crafts, a 3-D
printing demonstration and a
performance by talented Bay
Village musician Cody Hanzel.

Crafts

AND IT’S ALL FREE.
New this year: Start the
morning with a slow-paced,
family bike ride, leaving the
Village Bicycle Cooperative at 10
a.m. and arriving at the library
in plenty of time to enjoy all
that Bay Cares has to offer. See
villagebicycle.org for more.

Music

Come and meet these great organizations:
• Westlake | Bay Village Observer
• Friends of the Bay Village Library
• Bay Men’s Club
• Village Project
• Bay Village Green Team
• Village Bicycle Cooperative
• Bay Village Historical Society
• VFW Post 9693
• Bay Village Auxiliary Police
• Women’s Board of Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center

• Bay Village Garden Club
• League of Women Voters
• Bay Village Education Foundation
• Bay Village Women’s Club
• American Legion Post 385
• Bay Village Foundation
• Friends of the Bay Village Kennel
• Bay Village Kiwanis
• Daughters of the American Revolution
• The Herb Guild
• Rotary Club of Westlake-Bay Village

For details, see WBVObserver.com.
Presented in partnership with
the Bay Village Branch Library
and the Friends of the Bay
Village Branch Library.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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RUMP

from front page
Rump, a 51-year resident
of Westlake, began his tenure
with the city as a councilman
in 1984, serving nearly 15 years.
Shortly after the recreation
center opened in 1998, Rump
asked Mayor Dennis Clough for
an appointment to work in the
growing department.
“Mike and I have known
each other for a long time,” said
Mayor Dennis Clough during
a Sept. 14 reception in Rump’s
honor in City Council chambers. “Mike took my position as
Ward 6 councilman when I took
a job [with the Internal Revenue
Service] that didn’t allow me to
run again. We’ve worked well

together for many, many years.
He definitely was a dedicated
individual that really believed
in Westlake.”
At his retirement, Rump’s
32 years marked the thirdlongest service time in the city,
following Mayor Clough and
City Council President Michael
Killeen.
“Mike has been a lot of fun
to have around,” Killeen said.
“He’s a great asset to the city. He
was an outstanding councilperson, always looking out for the
people of Westlake and putting
them first. And I think he’s done a
great job in the administration.”
In addition to his many
official duties, Rump built a
reputation around City Hall as
the man to talk to when in need
of eyeglass repair.

“I’m sorry
to see him go,
for a lot of reasons. Where else
am I going to
get my glasses
fixed?” Killeen
joked during the
reception. “One
of Mike’s jobs on
Council was to
keep us in glasses
because he had
a background in
that. He’s an outstanding person. Mike Rump, left, chats with Mayor Clough and Councilman Michael
I’m glad there’s O’Donnell after a ceremony honoring his years of service to Westlake.
so many people
here to say thank you to Mike. owns a home, but will reside been a great ride. Life’s about
We don’t say goodbye, we say most of the time in Westlake.
the journey, not the destination,
thank you.”
“I am proud to have served and we’ll find a new journey. But
Rump plans to enjoy part for over 32 years. Westlake is a something tells me it will always
of the year in Florida, where he great place,” Rump said. “It’s come back to here.” 

PHOTO BY DENNY WENDELL
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Kids get a chance to touch and climb aboard city trucks
Bay Village hosted its second annual Touch-a-Truck event on Saturday, Sept. 10, in Cahoon Memorial Park and the fire station parking lot,
giving families opportunities to touch, climb on and explore trucks, emergency response vehicles, heavy machinery and other equipment
from the fire, police and service departments. Residents and their children had the opportunity to meet police officers, firefighters/
paramedics, and service department employees, and were treated to the landing of MetroHealth’s Life Flight helicopter.
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Bay Village police officer Ian Moore sits alongside Eli Berei as the
2 1/2-year-old tries out the steering wheel in a police cruiser.
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Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesdays, Sept. 21 and 28
(4-5:30 p.m.) and Thursdays,
Sept. 22 and 29 (6:30-8 p.m.)
BOW WOW BOOKS – Stop by
the Youth Services Department
and sign your child up for a
10-minute reading time with
a reading therapy dog! Bring
your own book or choose one of
ours. Registration begins each
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and
each Thursday at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 21 (6:308:45 p.m.) CUYAHOGA WEST
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY –
Jennifer Nieves presents “Storage and Preservation of Family
Archival Photos, Documents &
Heirlooms.”

Wednesday, Sept. 21 (7-8
p.m.) DEVELOPING STUDY
SKILLS – This seminar focuses
on recognizing the student’s
learning style, understanding
time and study management,
how to take notes based on your
learning style, memorization
strategies, group studying, and
test-taking strategies. For students and parents. Registration
begins Sept. 14.

Thursday, Sept. 22 (noon1:30 p.m.) SMALL BUSINE$$
LUNCH & LEARN: ADVERTIS-

ING CONCEPTS, PRINT AND
DIGITAL TECHNIQUES – In
today’s digital world it is important for businesses to advertise
in the formats appropriate to
their target market. Learn about
advertising channels, ways to
brand your business, how to
correct important online business information, and drive
new leads. Please register.

Thursday, Sept. 22 (2–3 p.m.)
TRAVEL CLUB: OHIO STATE
PARKS – Ms. Cindi Bessett of
Ohio State Park Lodges & Conference Centers will help you
discover, or rediscover, Ohio’s
beautiful and historic state
parks so you can find your ultimate Ohio State Park experience. Please register.

Thursday, Sept. 22 (4-5 p.m.)
TBD – Color your way to calm.
We will have coloring pages,
crayons, pencils and markers
available. Grades 5-7.

Friday, Sept. 23 (10-10:45
a.m.) COME PLAY WITH ME!
– Open playtime with ageappropriate toys. For children
ages 2-5 with a caring adult.
Siblings welcome!

Friday, Sept. 23 (10 a.m.noon) FIBER FANATICS – A
time for needlecrafters to share,

solve problems, and show off.

Saturday, Sept. 24 (10 a.m.-4
p.m.) MINECRAFT FUN DAY!
– Join us in the Youth Services
Department for a fun-filled
day of Minecraft activities and
crafts! All ages welcome.

Saturday, Sept. 24 (10:3011:15 a.m.) SENSORY STORYTIME – Features an adapted
storytime for children with special needs and their caregivers.
Siblings are welcome. Includes
time for social play. Content is
geared to ages 3-7. Registration
begins one week before each
session.

Saturday, Sept. 24 (2-3 p.m.)
BRICK BUILDERS – Bring your
ideas and imagination to the
club! Ages 3-12. Lego and Duplo
bricks provided.

Saturday, Sept. 24 (3:30-5
p.m.) TEEN SN LOUNGE –
Enjoy a centers-based open
lounge including video games,
LEGO and more! For teens in
grades 6-12 with special needs,
siblings are welcome. Please
register.

Sunday, Sept. 25 (1-1:45
p.m.) MEET-UPS! – Join us
for a centers-based open play
group including video games,
LEGO and more! For children

in grades 1-5 with special needs.
Siblings are welcome. Please
register.

Wednesday, Sept. 28 (2 p.m.)
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
BOOK DISCUSSION – The Sep-

Sunday, Sept. 25 (2-3:30
p.m.) BOREDOM BUSTERS!
– Are you bored? Drop by the

tember selection is “All the Light
We Cannot See” by Anthony
Doerr.

Storytime Room and join in the
fun! We will have different activities available each month. All
ages welcome! Children under
age 9 must be accompanied by
an adult.

Thursday, Sept. 29 (7-8
p.m.) FAIL! HOW THE NEWS
MEDIA IS LETTING DOWN
AMERICAN SOCIETY – John

Monday, Sept. 26 (1-7 p.m.)
AMERICAN RED CROSS
BLOODMOBILE
Monday, Sept. 26 (3:30-5:30
p.m.) TEEN LOUNGE – Need a
place to hang out after school?
Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge
on Monday afternoons! We have
computers, video games, board
games, snacks and more! For
grades 7-12 only.

Tuesday, Sept. 27 (10 a.m.noon) CAREER TRANSITION
CENTER: IMPROVING INTERVIEWING SKILLS – Preparation is the essential ingredient
for a successful job interview.
It starts with research to ensure
the job is right for you and that
you are well qualified; learning
about the job and the company,
and then preparing to answer
difficult questions.

Upcoming programs at Bay Village Library
Thursday, Sept. 22 (4 p.m.) LET’S PLAY feature fall-themed kids activities and free
tevie Wonder has provided us with LIBRARY BINGO – Grades 3-5: Before we refreshments.
wonderful music for decades. This play Bingo, we’ll share a story or two and Tuesday, Oct. 4 (7 p.m.) THRIVE AT
influential musician is the subject talk about the library-themed categories CCPL: ARE YOU FULLY CHARGED?
in the game. Then it will be game on!
of the Bay Village branch library’s first
– This month’s Thrive at CCPL theme is
Jazz/Music Icon series presentation. Join Saturday, Oct. 8 (11 a.m.) KIDS CAR- “Happiness at Work.” One of the most
us on Thursday, Sept. 22, at 7 p.m. to hear TOON – Grades 3-5: Join a graphic design powerful drivers of happiness at work is
by TARA MCGUINNESS

S

live music and lecture on this popular
American musician and his impact on
the recording and music industry. Then
join us again on Thursday, Nov. 3, at 7
p.m. for the second presentation, Charlie
Parker and Dizzy Gillespie.

CHILDREN
Caregivers and their children are invited
to enjoy rhymes, songs, fingerplays,
books and stories together. No registration is required.
• Mondays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STORYTIME – ages 19-35 months.
• Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STORYTIME – ages 19-35 months.
• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STORYTIME – for all ages
• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND
ME STORYTIME – ages birth-18
months
• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in kindergarten)
• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORYTIME - for all ages

artist as you learn how to draw cartoons the ability to work from our strengths. In
and comic strips, and practice drawing this experience, we’ll preview best-selling
your own! Registration required.
author and senior Gallup researcher Tom
Rath’s book “Are You Fully Charged?” and
TEEN
Wednesdays (3 p.m.) TEEN ZONE – learn how everyday habits and mindsets
can fuel our happiness.
Grades 5 & up: Chill with something fun
to do after school – gaming, art, movies, Wednesday, Oct. 5 (7 p.m.) CLEVELAND
BEER HISTORY – The 8th Annual Cleveexperiments and more!
Wednesday, Sept. 21 (3 p.m.) DISCOVER land Beer Week is Oct. 14-23. From the
YOUR CREATOONITY! – Grades 5 & up: early 1800s when Cleveland was just being
established, taverns which also served as
This program is filled with original illusrooming houses were likely brewing their
trations and stories as well as fun “draw
own ales and porters for their customers.
along” characters. Discover your personal
Today there has been renewed interest in
drawing style and learn to create your own
craft beer. Join us for a presentation of the
entertaining cartoon characters. Led by
book “Cleveland Beer: History & Revival in
cartoonist Jeff Nicholas.
the Rust Belt” by authors Leslie Basalla and
ADULTS
Peter Chakerian. Sponsored by the Friends
Saturday, Oct. 1 (11 a.m. - 2 p.m.) BAY of the Bay Village Branch and in collaboraCARES FALL FEST – Join us for another tion with the Bay Village Historical Society.
round of community service-inspired fun! Friday, Oct. 7 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS BOOK
The Observer’s fourth annual volunteer DISCUSSION – Join library staff for this
fair, hosted in partnership with the Bay monthly book discussion on the BAYarts
Village Library. Tables will be arranged campus in the Sullivan Gallery. Copies
throughout the interior of the library for of this month’s title, “Little Bee” by Chris
group representatives to display materials Cleave, will be available at the library and
and chat with residents. The event will also BAYarts one month prior to the discussion.

ADVERTISE IN THE OBSERVER

AND SUPPORT THE ORGANIZATIONS WHO HAVE A
VOICE IN THIS GREAT COMMUNITY RESOURCE!
Contact Laura Gonzalez, laura@wbvobserver.com

Please register to attend the programs
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with
a librarian. 

Kerezy, professor of Journalism
and Mass Communication at
Cuyahoga Community College
will discuss how our news is disseminated through the various
channels. Please register.

Friday, Sept. 30 (9:30 OR
10:30 a.m.) CONNECTING
FOR KIDS: MUSIC THERAPY
& MORE – This program is
designed for children ages 1-6
who are struggling in an area
of development. Join us for a
program designed to model and
teach families how to use music
to improve their child’s skills.
This program is led by a boardcertified music therapist. Each
session is 30 minutes. Register
at connectingforkids.org or by
phone, 440-250-5563.
To register for any of the programs, please call 440-8712600 or visit westlakelibrary.
evanced.info. 

Bay Village
Holiday Caring &
Sharing program
helps residents
by LESLIE SELIG

T

he Bay Village Holiday Caring
and Sharing Program was created to help Bay families in need
at the holidays. Families with children
under age 18 may qualify for our Adopt
a Family program, and receive gifts for
the children that may not otherwise be
possible that year. In addition, a food
pantry is also available to those Bay
Village residents who qualify.
You can help by:
• Contacting Bay Village Community
Services if you are a family in financial need, or you know of a family
who is experiencing financial hardships. All information is confidential.
• Making a cash donation to Holiday
Caring & Sharing. Funds are used to
purchase grocery gift cards that are
distributed throughout the year, as
well as at the holidays.
• Adopting a family. If you or your
organization is interested in providing gifts for a family, contact Bay
Village Community Services.
Please contact lselig@cityofbayvillage.com or 440-899-3409 by Nov. 1 if
you are interested in participating in
this year’s Holiday Caring & Sharing
program. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Monday, Sept. 19, to Friday, Sept. 23, 8 a.m.-6
p.m.; Saturday, Sept. 24, 7:30 a.m.-noon
Westlake Household Hazardous Waste
Collection
Westlake residents only. No businesses, churches
or schools. Accepted materials: oil- or solventbased paints, sealers, primers, coatings, paint
thinner, spray paint, pesticides, herbicides, motor
oil, car batteries, mercury, fluorescent light
bulbs. Not accepted: latex paint, medical waste,
explosives, tires, electronics. For a complete list,
visit www.cityofwestlake.org or call 440-835-6432.
Westlake Service Center, 741 Bassett Rd.
Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2-5 p.m.
Cardmaking Workshop
For individuals with memory loss and their care
partners. Drop in to create the artwork for cards
and socialize. Please preregister by calling 440414-0434.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake
Tuesday, Sept. 20, 6-7:30 p.m.
Welcome to Medicare
If you are a new or soon-to-be beneficiary, come
to the Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information
Program and learn about Medicare benefits,
supplemental insurance policies, Medicare
Advantage plans and prescription drug coverage.
OSHIIP is a free service through the Ohio
Department of Insurance and provides unbiased
answers and insurance counseling on issues
important to people of any age on Medicare. Call
to reserve your spot as seating is limited. Light
refreshments served. Contact Bridget Erne at 440250-2300, ext. 4400.
Eliza Jennings Devon Oaks Assisted Living,
2345 Crocker Rd., Westlake
Tuesday, Sept. 20, 7 p.m.
Living with Food Allergies
Dr. Brian Schroer of Cleveland Clinic Children’s
Hospital, Center for Pediatric Allergy, will discuss
ways to manage a food allergy. Topics include safe
ways to set up your home, teaching your child
about his or her allergy, tips for eating out and
advocating for your child at school.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Tuesday, Sept. 20, 7 p.m.
Westlake Democratic Club Meeting
Speaker Frank Kunstel from the ACLU will discuss
mass incarceration. Prior to the speaker, Westlake
Schools Superintendent Scott Goggin and
Treasurer Todd Hopkins will discuss the November
bond issues. If you wish, bring a snack to share.
Beverages provided. For more info, contact Jeanne
at 440-892-3430.
Western Cuyahoga Lodge Hall, 26145 Center Ridge Rd.,
Westlake
Wednesday, Sept. 21, 7 p.m.
College Club West Meeting
An opportunity to visit with friends and make

Greenisland
Irish Restaurant & Pub

Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)
Bay Village • 440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

new ones. Explore the 40 special interest groups
available and sign up for groups that pique your
interest. No formal entertainment but a chance
to participate in a gift card drawing. Membership
is open to women who have a bachelor's degree
from an accredited degree-granting college. Visit
collegeclubwest.org.
Rocky River Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.
Friday, Sept. 23, noon
Potato Bar Fundraiser
Come enjoy a delicious baked potato topped
with whatever fixings your heart desires. Tickets
are $5. Funds will help support many of the free
programs offered at the Bay Senior Center. Call
440-835-6565 for more information.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village
Fridays, Sept. 23 and 30, 2-3 p.m.
Creative Connections
Free arts sessions for individuals with memory loss
and their care partners. Participate in visual art
activities, music, storytelling, dance and poetry.
Pre-register at 440-414-0434. ext. 2.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake
Friday, Sept. 23, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Family Astronomy Night: Galaxies
Take a trip to the edge of our Milky Way and
beyond as we learn about different galaxies. The
whole family will enjoy visiting the planetarium,
playing galactic games, and bringing home their
very own galaxy. Weather permitting, telescopes
will be set up for viewing. For all ages. Fee: $4/
person ages 3+.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd.,
Bay Village
Saturday, Sept. 24, 11 a.m.
Bay Waterways Clean Up
Volunteers are invited to pick up trash and
debris along Cahoon Creek, Columbia Park, Bay
Boat Club and other portions of the Lake Erie
waterfront. Meet at the BMS cafeteria for gloves
and instruction, then regroup after the clean up
for lunch. Wear clothes and shoes that can get wet
or muddy.
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.
Saturday, Sept. 24, 3-5 p.m.
Summer Send Off
A fun event to raise money to aid in major
remodel of our beloved Play in Bay. There will be
games, prizes and an ice cream truck. Suggested
donation of $20 per family to go toward cause.
Play in Bay Playground, Dover Center Rd., Bay Village
Saturday, Sept. 24, 4:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
This meal is free to everyone! The church is
accessible to the physically challenged. No carry
outs. Our meal is hosted in partnership with
Church of the Redeemer, Westlake.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

Saturday, Oct. 1, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Bay Cares Fall Fest
Looking to volunteer in and around Bay Village,
or just want to learn more about our civic groups?
Stop by this fun, family-friendly event and learn
about Bay’s community organizations. Also
featuring free refreshments, kids crafts and live
music.
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Monday, Sept. 26, 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Coffee and Conversation with Mayor Clough
Join Mayor Dennis Clough for a continental
breakfast to discuss what’s happening in the City
of Westlake. The event is free and open to the
public. Reservations are requested by Sept. 21.
Please register at www.cityofwestlake.org or by
calling 440-871-3300.
Westlake Recreation Center Community Room,
28955 Hilliard Blvd.

Monday, Oct. 3, 7 p.m.
Discussion with Westlake City Schools on
Ballot Issues
The League of Women Voters of Greater Cleveland,
Westlake-North Olmsted chapter presents a public
forum and Q&A with Scott Goggin, Superintendent
of Westlake City Schools; Todd Hopkins, Chief
Financial Officer of Westlake City Schools; and
Jennifer Frey, Chair of the Citizens for Westlake
Schools. The two financial issues planned for the
November ballot will be discussed.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Monday, Sept. 26, 11:30 a.m.
Mum's the Word
Tyler Gagolik from Tyler's Farm, prize-winning
Belgian mum grower, will share facts and tips on
growing chrysanthemums. He will show us just
how lovely mums can be when cared for correctly.
All gardeners are welcome. Luncheon served. $5
fee for guests; register at bayvillagegardenclub.
com or by calling Sharen at 440-871-9098.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.
Tuesday, Sept. 27, 3:30-5 p.m.
Forget-Me-Not Cafe
Free bi-monthly arts enrichment and socialization
cafe to engage individuals affected by dementia
along with their care partner (spouse, child,
caregiver). Each session will include either music,
poetry, song, dance or TimeSlips storytelling.
Preregister by calling 440-414-0434.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake
Tuesday, Sept. 27, 7 p.m.
LWV Candidate Forum
The League of Women Voters will host a candidate
forum for District 16 State Representative and
District 24 State Senator. State Representative
candidates are Tommy Greene and Dave
Greenspan. State Senator candidates are Matt
Dolan and Emily Hagan. Candidates will give brief
statements and answer audience questions.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Wednesday, Sept. 28, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tri-C Health and Wellness Fair
Tri-C is hosting a community health and wellness
fair. Free and low cost screenings, flu shots,
and more will be available. There will be a free
presentation by nationally known chef and
restaurateur "The Food Dude" Kevin Roberts at
11:30 a.m.
Tri-C Corporate College West, 25425 Center Ridge
Rd., Westlake

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

620 Dover
Center Rd.

440-871-0899

The Westside’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Monday, Oct. 3, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Rocky River Chamber Music Society Concert
The Rocky River Chamber Music Society opens its
58th season with the Brazilian Guitar Quartet. The
Quartet will begin with Spanish music by Manuel
de Falla, Enrique Granados, and Isaac Albeniz; it
will end with Brazilian music by Heitor Villa-Lobos,
Camargo Guarnieri, and Francisco Mignone. Free
admission. For more information, call 440-3334296 or visit rrcms.org.
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401
Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River
Tuesday, Oct. 4, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Families Helping Families Challenged by the
Effects of Dementia
Please join us for this free lunch and seminar.
No one knows the feelings and challenges of
caregivers better than those who have been
through similar circumstances. During this open
forum panel discussion, families who are currently
or have experienced the dementia journey will
join us to share their wisdom, advice and answer
your questions. RSVP by calling 440-823-8764 or
e-mailing rsvpoh@arden-courts.com.
Arden Courts, 28400 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake
Tuesdays, Oct. 4, 11 and 18, 10-11:30 a.m.
Above the Atmosphere & Out of this World
The Hubble Space Telescope has been hovering
above the Earth for more than 26 years. Celebrate
its many accomplishments and learn all about
its successor, the James Webb Space Telescope,
which will see even further into the depths of
space. We’ll check out high-resolution models of
these engineering feats and journey to the same
celestial bodies that space telescopes observe.
This 3-part series is for adults. Please register in
advance, 440-871-2900. Fee: $45/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd.,
Bay Village

Ray the Lamp Guy
NEW PHONE NUMBER:

440-799-0198
Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates

“Let me brighten up your day”
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.

Professional Pet Care Services
“We take the
Personal In-Home worry out of
Pet Care
being away”
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

No Floor Swivel Lamps, Please
Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

“We deliver people”

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other
special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in
Cleveland, Ohio

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com

Sunday, Sept. 25, 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Plein Air Painting Sale
BAYarts is honored to host this prestigious event
as world-class artists from across the country
will be painting outdoors across the region,
culminating at BAYarts for an award ceremony and
sale. To register or learn more information about
this event, visit ohiopleinairsociety.com.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

A proud member of the Bay Village community

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Please consult our website for additional information and services

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

Call JLS 216-390-5610
Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252
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