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Bay resident named 2015 Ohio Rose
by Kathy Luengo

Photo by Egon Luengo

W

2014 Ohio Rose Grainne Mangan adjusts the sash of the newly
named 2015 Ohio Rose Katrina Szente of Bay Village.

hile the phrase “three is a
charm” implies good fortune, the fifth in the series
of Westlake World Partners’ Ohio
Rose selections served up a special
Valentine’s Day treat for 20-yearold Bay Village resident Katrina
“Kaytee” Szente. An accomplished
Irish dancer, the former Bay Window
editor is currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in paralegal studies.
Like her fellow 2015 Ohio Rose
candidates, Szente recognized that
relishing the opportunity to make
new acquaintances, form lifelong
friendships, network with sponsors,
and celebrate Irish heritage in affiliation with The Rose of Tralee International Festival is key to making
what’s referred to as the “Rose Experience” memorable.
This year’s selection celebration
delivered a special brand of magic
beyond music, song, Irish dance,
Marine escorts and eager Rose hopefuls. Might Saint Valentine’s Day’s
special aura have had anything to
do with that? It must have!
Neither the evening’s extreme
cold nor hazardous driving conditions deterred a large turnout, especially when taking into consideration
the significant distances that some
attendees had to travel.
» See OHIO ROSE page 4

BAYarts exhibition highlights
one mother’s struggle

E

rin Stack is
one of the
four artists
featured in the
Sullivan Family
Gallery at BAYarts
during the month
of February.
The exhibition,
“Still Small Voice,”
focuses on very
personal journeys
of the respective
women involved.
For Stack, this was
a story about being
strong during her
first pregnancy.
» See BAYarts
page 4

“Totally Worth It” by Erin Stack is part of the “Still Small
Voice” exhibition displayed at BAYarts through February.
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westlake-westshore arts council

Catch the Westlake
performance of a
‘Rising Star’
by Louise
Seeholzer

F

or a third year
the WestlakeWe s t s h o r e
Arts Council is
sponsoring “Catch a
Rising Star … Baldwin Wallace Music
Theater in Recital.”
Hannah-Jo Weisberg will present a
Hannah-Jo Weisberg, a
musical program
BW “Rising Star,” will
on Tuesday, Feb. 24,
perform at Porter Library
at 7 p.m., at West- on Feb. 24.
lake Porter Public
Library, 27333 Center Ridge Road.
No stranger to the stage, this BW senior is a
music theater major with a minor in theater. Some
of Weisberg’s favorite roles include: Adelaide in “Guys
and Dolls,” Meg Brockie in “Brigadoon,” Brooke/
Vicki in “Noises Off,” Eurydice in “Eurydice,” and
Kristine in “A Chorus Line.” Weisberg will soon be
playing Annette in “Saturday Night Fever” at Playhouse Square.
Her Westlake performance will include the songs
“I Dreamed a Dream,” “How are Things in Glocca
Morra” and “At Last.”
» See rising star page 2

Green & White Revue to be held March 21, 22

T

he Westlake High
School PTSA will
present the 30th
Annual Green & White
Revue on Saturday,
March 21, at 7 p.m., and
Sunday, March 22, at 2
p.m. at Westlake School’s
Performing Arts Center,
27830 Hilliard Blvd.
The emcees for this
year’s show are WHS
seniors Danny Phillip,
Emily Lanning and Adam Student dancers perform at last year’s
Othman. The Green & Green & White revue.
White Revue provides an opportunity for students throughout the district to
showcase their many talents for the community.
This year’s show will include more than 70 students from grades 3-12 in a
wide array of acts ranging from vocal, instrumental, lyrical and Irish dance, rock
bands to vocal comedy. This is a one-of-a-kind show for the city of Westlake!
Admission for the show is $8 at the door with children 6 and under admitted free. All proceeds to benefit Westlake High School PTSA. For additional
information visit greenandwhiterevue.com. 
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RISING STAR
from front page

“I pick music that speaks
to me, music that tells a story
I can relate to,” Weisberg said.
“Because my parents are the
most important people to
me, I also like to sing music
my mother enjoys hearing.”
She admits her choices may
also be based on who sings
the song, declaring, “I love to
sing anything Patti LuPone!”
Asked about her thoughts
as graduation nears, Weisberg said, “It was hard and I
was pushed out of my comfort zone many times, but I
would not change a thing.
It was at Baldwin Wallace
where I learned what type of
person I wanted to be and it
was because of Baldwin Wallace that I got to become that
person.” Although Weisberg
believes her parents would
love her to be at BW for another four years, she “cannot wait
to get out into the world and
make BW proud.”
Originally from Pittsburgh, Weisberg now calls
Ohio home and is the current Miss North Coast and
she will compete for the title
of Miss Ohio in June. In May,
Weisberg will graduate with
honors and then hopes to
head straight to New York
City – after completing a year
as Miss Ohio of course!
This unique Westlake
performance, which provides an opportunity to enjoy
a young, talented, trained
performer, is offered free by
the WWAC, embodying its
mission to provide the community with an enhanced
and broadened cultural life
that will promote awareness,
education and involvement
in the arts. 

west shore chamber of commerce

Business networking event
to be held Feb. 24
by Mark Boepple

B

usiness and community leaders
of all types and sizes are invited
to attend “Bagels and Business
Cards,” a before-hours business networking event from the West Shore Chamber
of Commerce. On Tuesday, Feb. 24, from
8-9:30 a.m., enjoy networking and a bagel
breakfast at Palace Business Centres,
Suite 100, 24650 Center Ridge Road in
Westlake.
This event is free to all business
owners, managers and sales executives and no RSVP is required. All that is
required is a desire to network with other
business leaders to grow your business
and of course, a lot of business cards.
There will be drawings and prizes, including a free Palace Business Center office
for a month and an Amazon gift card.
In addition there will be an optional
Early Bird Session at 7:30 a.m. presented
by Mark Boepple of My Social Networking
Coach. Mark will share actionable tactics
on how to leverage your in-person business networking to improve your online
social media efforts along with real-world
techniques on how to protect your reputation online.
For business professionals that rely
on local relationships there will be a
special presentation by Ryan Roche of
Roche Wealth Management at 9:15 a.m.
Ryan will teach us how we can team up
with a dozen other local business leaders

(not your competition) to learn new skills
and meet new West Shore Chamber of
Commerce members to help grow your
business.
This is a Power of MORE! event of
the West Shore Chamber, sponsored by
Palace Business Centres and My Social
Networking Coach. The Power of MORE!
is a cooperative effort of westside chambers of commerce that delivers more
opportunities, more benefits and more
networking events to help members grow
their businesses.
The attendance at Power of MORE!
events has been amazing and continues
to grow every year. Each time a chamber
member attends a Power of MORE! event
they are entered into a drawing to win
many fabulous prizes.
This year’s grand prize winner will
drive away in a brand new car. This is
just one of the many reasons the Power
of MORE! continues to grow and why you
have to join us at this free Bagels and Business Cards business networking event.
If you are responsible for growing
your company’s sales and have not yet
experienced the Power of MORE! this
event is for you. We look forward to seeing
you on Tuesday, Feb. 24.
If you can’t make this event and want
to learn more about how the Power of
MORE! can help grow your business, contact Tammy Bertrand, member services
director at TBertrand@roadrunner.com
or call 440-777-3368. 

Westlake State of the City Address March 10
by Sharon Matthews

T

he West Shore Chamber of Commerce will host the State of the City address
by Mayor Dennis Clough on Tuesday, March 10, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
LaCentre, 25777 Detroit Road in Westlake. Cost for the luncheon is $20 per
person at the door. The public is invited to attend. A reservation is required. Call
Sharon at 440-835-8787 or email sharon@westshorechamber.org. 

Westlake luncheon to benefit women’s shelter
by Pat Michaels

T

he Friends of the West Side Catholic Center has been in
existence for 27 years. The primary goal of this group is
to support the shelter at the West Side Catholic Center
for women and their children in crisis. The shelter is designed
to be a protective setting where women who have experienced
domestic violence or homelessness are taught skills which will
enable them to become independent.
The 27th Annual Benefit Extraordinaire for the West Side
Catholic Center will be held on Sunday, March 8, at La Centre
in Westlake. Shopping begins at 11 a.m., followed by a lun-

BECOME AN
OBSERVER

Do you have an interesting
news story or a photo from
the community? Join over 700
Observer members and share it
with the Westlake/Bay community
at: wbvobserver.com/members.

cheon at 12:30, and additional shopping. Tickets are $45 per
person and all proceeds from the event directly benefit the
shelter.
The boutique fills many rooms with jewelry, bead items,
theme baskets, linens and a large selection of baked goods,
garden arrangements, chocolate and pantry items, all made
and donated by members of Friends. There is also a silent
auction and Wheelbarrow of Wine raffle. An assortment of
specialty wines called Club 92 will be available for purchase;
these wines are highly rated at 92 points and above.
For more information and reservations, please call 440871-6681. 
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Handmade Pierogies
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More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

CELEBRATING

6 YEARS

For advertising rates, contact
Laura Gonzalez 440-477-3556
laura@wbvobserver.com
or
Dani Mitchell 440-292-7892
dani@wbvobserver.com

WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 17 February 2015

3

Grant to help fund Bay Village safe boating class
by George Christ

T

he Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Watercraft recently
announced that the Bay Village City School District has been awarded a grant of $2,155.37 as part of the
Boating Safety Education Grant Program. The Division
of Watercraft is awarding more than $364,000 to political
subdivisions and non-profit organizations for boating
education programs. Bay Village Schools is one of 34
organizations across the state to receive funding.
The funds will be used to provide a boating safety
education program this summer for sixth- through
eighth-grade students. The nationally recognized
program, known as Spirit of America (SOA), provides

students both classroom and on-the-water sessions to
teach safe boating skills.
Participants will take the Ohio Boating Education
Course on two Saturdays in May. This meets the Ohio
law that requires “any person born on or after Jan. 1,
1982, to show proof they have completed an approved
boating course if they are operating a power boat over
10 horsepower.” This OBEC class is mandatory and
students must attend both days and pass an exam.
The on-the-water sessions involve a pool session to
help students understand the importance of wearing life
jackets and to learn how to upright overturned sailboats,
kayaks and canoes in a safe environment. The remainder
of the on-the water sessions will be held at Whiskey Island
Marina where students will be receive hands-on instruc-

tion in power boats, canoes, kayaks, sailboats, personal
watercraft, paddleboards and a large boat experience.
The Bay Village Schools have been associated with
the program for 15 years and are the fiscal organization
for the grant. The program is open to registered students
who live in Cuyahoga County. Registration will be held
in March and April. There is a $20 registration fee.
The classroom sessions are from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturdays, May 9 and May 16, at the Bay Village Community House. The on-the-water sessions at Whiskey
Island Marina will be held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on
June 15, 22 and 29.
For more information and an application form,
visit cuyahoga.spiritofamerica95.org or email
cuyahoga@spiritofamerica95.org. 

Photo by george christ

Westlake Town Criers give assistance

Students in last year’s Spirit of America class learn about boating safety
aboard the Rocky River Marine Patrol boat.

The Westlake Town Criers made a donation to the Westlake Community Center
on Jan. 26 in the amount of $700 to help with costs associated with community
service activities. Pictured, from left to right: Tim White, Chris White,
Community Services Director Lydia Gadd and Rick Grane. The Town Criers is a
non-profit organization that provides aid and assistance to benefit the citizens,
schools, civic groups and community organizations in Westlake.
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AT-HOME CARE,
WHEREVER
HOME MAY BE.
Most people think you call hospice when you’re all
out of options. That’s not true if you call Hospice
of the Western Reserve. As Northern Ohio’s most
experienced and most referred hospice provider,
we offer more options to personalize care. Our
patients and their families live their lives where
they choose–at our unique care campuses, at
home, at a hospital, at a nursing home or at an
assisted living residence. See why more families
choose the hospice of choice at hospicewr.org.

800.707.8922 | hospicewr.org

Life with...

security

There’s comfort in knowing we’re
here to help and are always nearby.
440.580.4882

We offer respite
stays for your loved
ones while you are
on vacation

27569 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145
GardensAtWestlake.com

Assisted Living |Transitional Memory Care
A SPECTRUM RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

GW Westlake Bay Village 2 5 19 15

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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from front page
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OHIO ROSE

Ten 2015 Ohio Rose selection entrants eagerly await their on-stage interviews. Katrina Szente of Bay
Village is seated second from the left.

Katrina Szente, newly named 2015 Ohio Rose
beams to the audience as 2011 Ohio Rose
Bridget Linton looks on.
This year’s honored guest, 2014 Rose of Tralee Maria
Walsh, provided insight regarding her “Rose Experience”
as she inspired those seeking to become this year’s Ohio
Rose. Walsh, the 2014 Philadelphia Rose, confided that
she was not chosen as a local Rose on her first attempt,
but her fondness for the experience led her to try again,

and the rest, as they say, is history.
A further demonstration of how Roses support
each other is evidenced by the number of visiting Roses
attending this year’s Ohio selection: the 2013 and 2014
Kentucky Roses, along with the 2014 Mayo, Ottawa and
Toronto Roses. Eager to welcome them were recent
Ohio Roses Grainne Mangan (2014), Kelsey Higgins
(2013), Ashley Speaker (2012) and Bridget Linton (2011).
Maureen (Gannon) Hennessey, 1981 Ohio Rose, and
Linda (McCravy) Shubeck, 1971 Rose of Tralee, originally from Miami, have been associated with the Ohio
Rose Centre since Westlake World Partners hosted its
first selection event in 2011.
Legendary area newsman, sportscaster and author
Dan Coughlin, and emerging celebrity 2011 Ohio Rose
Bridget Linton, presided over the festivities including
on-stage Rose interviews.
This year’s Rose candidates – a slate that included
Sheffield Village’s Annemarie Cunningham, North Olm-

sted’s Maura English, Lakewood’s Claire Fox, Rocky
River’s Maureen Rose Ginley, University Heights’ Erin
Hogan, Marysville’s Grainne Hutchinson, Akron’s Siobhan McCarthy, Willoughby Hills’ Ann Profeta, and Avon
Lake’s Hailey Taylor – participated in preliminary events
on Feb. 6 and 13. In addition to early judging rounds,
they made a number of appearances throughout the
Westshore and downtown Cleveland. Sporting sashes
bearing sponsors’ names while chauffeured in a luxury
bus, each candidate stepped out of her normal routine
to be afforded celebrity treatment, a taste of what will
occur when the 2015 Ohio Rose travels to Ireland in
May to participate in the Festival’s Regional Finals in
Portlaoise.
In Portlaoise, the field of young ladies seeking
the title of 2015 Rose of Tralee will be narrowed to
finalists advancing to The Rose of Tralee International
Festival held this August in Westlake’s Sister City of
Tralee, Ireland. 

BAYARTS
from front page

“When I was 19, I became pregnant,” Stack wrote in her artist statement for the show. “Young, unmarried
and in my first year of college I found
myself in a place that I was not yet ready
to visit: motherhood. After listening to
the opinions of others, I chose to listen
to my own inner voice that convinced
me that I could wholeheartedly, without question, change the course of my
life and still do everything I dreamed
of doing. The only difference was that
I would now have someone to join me
on my personal journey.”
The Sullivan Family Gallery is
open Tuesday-Saturday, 10-3 p.m. This
exhibition will be on display through
the end of February. 
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“For Margaret,” mixed media by Erin Stack

Ceramics by Sue Peplin are part of the “Still Small Voice” exhibit.
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Free Admission

Thursday, March 19 • 3 - 6 pm
Friday, March 20 • 9 am - 6 pm
Saturday, March 21 • 9 am - 6 pm
Hilton DoubleTree

Decoy, Folk Art and
Antiques Auction
Sat. March 21, 1 pm
PLEASE PROOFREAD.

(formerly the Westlake Holiday Inn) 1100 Crocker Road, Westlake
Dealers are set up in hotel rooms on both 1st & 2nd floors

DUCK DECOY, ANTIQUES, FOLK ART,
FISHING TACKLE AND SPORTING COLLECTIBLES

WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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family observations

Coordinating ambitions
and abilities
by RJ Johnson, pastor of Advent
Westlake

A

barely controlled, continuous
stumble might be the best
description of my son’s exit
from the house as he went to meet
the school bus one recent morning. Somehow he managed to make
the momentary adjustments to his
center of gravity necessary to maintain an upright position.
The school bus passes our house,
then turns around to come back and
pick up the children. When the bus
passes, he still has plenty of time to
make it out to the street before the
bus returns.
The problem is when he feels
hurried, most of the coordination
leaves his body. When that happens,
gravity is not his friend.
This condition is genetic. When I
was in seventh grade, I was the thirdtallest boy in my grade. “I really can’t
play,” I said in response to the basketball coach’s suggestion that I try
out for the team.
“You’re tall. We can make you a
good player,” he replied. “You can do
anything you set your mind to.”
He had never seen anything
like me trying to run the threeman weave. The drill requires
good passing, agile footwork, and
a sense of where the other players
are on the court. I think I turned
it into the three-man tangle. I felt
sorry for the other two players who
were on the court with me. They
were as baffled by my movements

as I was by the drill.
At the end of the weeklong tryouts I was called into the coach’s
office. As kindly as he could he said,
“You were right. You really can’t play.
There’s not much hope you can be a
good player.”
I had been vindicated. I was
right. Suddenly I wanted to be wrong.
I’m not sure who started the
cruel myth that we can do anything
we set our minds to. It’s possible that
if I had spent hours practicing basketball, and studying diagrams of
the three-man weave, that I could
have made the eighth-grade team.
I never could have become an NBA
player.
Even now, it sometimes looks
like a barely controlled, continuous
stumble if I try to engage in most
sports. Gravity is often not friendly
to me. That’s why I stick to golf. I
may not be great at it, but at least
the ground is soft.
Not everyone can be a star athlete. Nor can everyone become an
astrophysicist, or a master carpenter,
even if they really put their minds
to it.
I will not tell my children that
they can do anything they set their
minds to. Instead, I will encourage
them to figure out what gifts they
have. I will tell them to set their
minds to developing those gifts.
It is good to try things that are
not exactly within their gift set. It will
stretch them, but they do not need to
feel like they have failed if they can’t
get the three-man weave. 

Area club offers
scholarship
by Kathleen McAndrew

C

ollege Club West is a non-profit group of
women college graduates living in the Greater
Cleveland area.
This club is again pleased to offer a minimum of
$2,000 scholarships for the 2015-2016 academic year.
Information regarding these scholarships
along with eligibility and application requirements can be found on our website, www.collegeclubwest.org.
Deadline for all applications is March 15. 

Join our team of volunteers!
Mechanical & non-Mechanical
opportunities

Volunteer Orientation:
Feb. 24, 7-8:30 pm
COOPERATIVE

Bay Village Community House
303 Cahoon Road (ground floor)
villagebicycle.org

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
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the digital world

Gut instincts in the
digital world
by Tak Sato

A

re you handy with fixing things
around your house related to electrical, plumbing or even technology? As a self-proclaimed geek, I can
only say yes to the last item. If you are
intimidated by technology, I am equally
intimidated by the idea of trying to fix
an electrical or plumbing issue around
our house.
Granted, things have gotten better
because instructional videos, from how
to fix a washing machine to changing a
lighting fixture, can be found in the digital world. But sometimes even a detailed
video from YouTube doesn’t solve my
emergency. For those times I rely on the
product’s or service’s support department to get me out of a crunch.
So when my friend Barb (not her real
name) told me of her recent ordeal in
the digital world, it really bothered me.
Barb is a “non-geek” in the purest definition of this made-up word, yet she tries
to adapt to the digital world – like when
she learned to keep abreast of her niece
and nephew’s growth by receiving their
Facebook and Instagram updates (“They
never call anymore,” she used to say).
Occasional bumps do set her back, but
not often anymore.
One day in January her internet
slowed down to a crawl. She called her
internet service provider’s technical
support line and was connected to an
overseas customer service representative. He proceeded to connect to her
computer and showed her a couple pages
of technical information that she didn’t
understand. He said they showed a half-

dozen hackers on her network and more
waiting in-line … and that was why her
internet was slow as molasses. What she
did understand was the solicitation this
representative was making: he will transfer her to a third party who can sell her
security protection services.
Barb was wary of the offer; last year
she called a remote computer support
service she had found on the internet
to fix a problem she was having. By the
end of that phone call she was talked
into signing a contract worth $500 in
exchange for three years of remote technical support. Needless to say she didn’t
get much, if any, legitimate service.
Because of that experience a year
earlier, she immediately hung up the
phone this time when she found out what
the representative was trying to talk her
into.
As for my part I showed her that
although an intrusion of her network is
still a possibility, there were no signs that
such intrusion like what the representative claimed had occurred and the difficult-to-guess password on her wireless
router was still effective in my opinion.
I told Barb that she had probably
gotten a “bad apple” on the other end of
the phone line that was duping subscribers to another outfit for commission or
some other personal gain for the representative. This only shows that its okay to
follow your gut instincts when something
doesn’t feel right in the digital world …
I’m glad Barb did! And her internet went
back to normal speeds later that day. 
Have a question for Tak about computers, software or other technology?
Send it to editor@wbvobserver.com.

reader’s opinion

Lincoln’s farewell to friends
by mel maurer

to become our 16th president, to say goodbye to his
friends of many years to face the greatest challenge
It will come as no surprise to anyone knowing me ever faced by a new president.
that Presidents Day for me is “Lincoln’s Day,” with all
The words are from his heart to those in his
due respect to other great leaders who held that office. heart. Had Lincoln lived to serve out his second
I’ve been a student of
term, I think he would have
Abraham Lincoln for a number
used words like these to say
of years. I’ve come to love the
goodbye to the nation and
old guy – “Father Abraham,”
to us. I find them a nice way
as he was called by the public.
to remember “Ole Abe” this
presented by Mel Maurer
The more I read about him,
Presidents Day.
the more I like him, warts and
“My friends, no one, not in
Thursday, Feb. 26, 7:15 p.m.
all. He was not a perfect man,
my situation, can appreciate
Westlake Porter Public Library
but surely was the best man
my feeling of sadness at this
our country could have had in
parting. To this place and the
the Civil War era. He saved our country, making it the kindness of these people, I owe everything. Here I have
nation that grew into the wonder it is today in the lived a quarter of a century, and have passed from a
world. And he gave his life in doing it.
young to an old man. Here my children have been born,
It’s still a mystery how a backwoods boy with and one is buried.
nearly no formal education rose up to become presiI now leave, not knowing when or whether ever
dent when he was needed the most – while establish- I may return, with a task before me greater than that
ing with his words his position as one of America’s which rested upon Washington. Without the assistance
greatest speakers and writers.
of the Divine Being who ever attended him, I cannot
I love his words and love saying them when I per- succeed. With that assistance I cannot fail.
form as Lincoln in my play “An Evening with AbraTrusting in Him who can go with me and remain
ham Lincoln.” One of my favorite readings is not often with you and be everywhere for good, let us confidently
printed – unlike his classic Gettysburg Address.
hope that all will yet be well. To His care commending
His words that follow are those he used, speaking you, as I hope in your prayers you will commend me, I
from the back platform of the train taking him from bid you an affectionate farewell.”
Springfield, Illinois, to Washington in February 1861
May God bless all of our presidents. 

An Evening with
President Lincoln

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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sporting views

Bad hair day
by Jeff Bing

N

ow that it’s February and spring training is a
reality for the Indians, perhaps now would be
a good time to look at our beloved Tribe and
assess their chances for 2015.
Notice I wasn’t specific in stating exactly what
chances I’m referring to with regard to the upcoming
season. I mean, if I’m asking about the chances that
fans will like the improvements made to Progressive
Field for 2015, then heck yeah, I’m all in. Most folks
will no-doubt like the ballpark’s upgrade.
If I’m asking about whether or not a cold beer at
the ballpark will taste good in 2015, then yeah, that’s
a pretty safe bet. Draw me an ice cold draft, barkeep,
and keep the change.
But if I’m talking about the Tribe’s chances of
having a legitimate shot at the Central Division crown
this summer, then I’m afraid I stand a better chance
of growing hair on my head (which would be the first
time in thirty some-odd years). Yes, unfortunately I’m

saying that this year’s version of the Indians looks to
be the baseball equivalent of a Donald Trump combover.
You know the drill: The Indians spent all their
available bucks on guys a couple of years ago who
didn’t pan out (a.k.a. Nick Swisher, Michael Bourn),
and until those contracts fade into the annals of (bad
baseball trade) history, we sort of have to live with
them (see Travis Hafner, Jake Westbrook, Grady Sizemore, et al) before we can make some more ill-advised
signings. Kind of like a hamster on one of those spinning wheel-things, when you think about it.
Over the winter the Indians, with a thrift store
budget, picked up pitcher Gavin Floyd and first baseman Brandon Moss. Both players were injured last
season, so each comes with question marks. If healthy,
they could help – particularly Moss – given the Indians’ inept offense. The Indians are famous for their
throw-it-up-against-the-wall-and-see-if-anythingsticks approach. Sometimes it works, other times, well,
you know...
The problem is, if said players do perform well –
which is everyone’s hope – they turn into short-term
acquisitions because the Indians won’t be able to

re-sign them because of their financial constraints.
This Band-Aid mentality usually means the Indians
are faced with the same problems the following year.
However, that’s not the biggest issue. The Indians –
manager Terry Francona and GM Chris Antonetti specifically – point to how they finished only four games
behind the Kansas City Royals last year, who reached
the World Series. Granted, on paper those four games
don’t seem like an insurmountable obstacle.
Consider the fact that to pick up those four
games, everyone who contributed in 2014 will have
to do the same – or better – in 2015. Plus, we have to
improve on top of that by four games. Keep in mind
that we’re assuming the teams we’re trying to catch
won’t improve, which isn’t exactly etched in stone.
Now, let’s stop and think about that. Will Corey
Kluber repeat his Cy Young season? It’s possible, but
not likely. The Indians have a very young and talented
pitching staff, and they all looked very promising
last year. In baseball, “young” usually equates with
“erratic” and to expect those pitchers to repeat their
same overall level of performance is probably a reach.
Sort of like the chances of me visiting a barber
shop this summer. 

by Tricia Granfors

W

hether everyday emergencies like injuries, fires
and outages, or large scale
disasters, community preparedness
starts with you. If you were there,
would you be part of the problem or
the solution?
The Westshore Regional Community Emergency Response Team
(WSC) is offering free classes on
topics such as disaster preparedness,
emergency medical considerations,
search and rescue procedures, fire
suppression, disaster psychology and
more. The 20-hour FEMA course is
conducted by local safety professionals. Teens and adults are welcome.
Westshore residents who are

over 18 years of age, successfully
complete training, and pass a background check are eligible for team
membership. Team membership is
not required to participate in the
free training. Visit westshorecert.
org for more program and team
information.
Do your part to keep your family
and our neighborhoods safe and prepared. To register or for more information, call 440-716-4135 or email
granforst@north-olmsted.com.
Space is limited.
Training begins Saturday, Feb.
28. The five consecutive Saturday
morning classes will be held at St.
John Medical Center and the Westlake Service Center from 8 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. 

Photo by James MacMillan

Emergency response training begins Feb. 28

Members of the Westshore Regional Community Emergency Response
Team have fun while training in emergency preparedness.
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and the community takes pride in the Observer.

Better
teen
driving,
State
of
bigger
Discounts
as
$avings.
discounts.
State
of
big as a house.

We are pleased to have
Dr. Christopher Ryba
join our practice.

Dr. David J. LaSalvia

Dr. Christopher Ryba

Offering exceptional care for
you and your family.
Call us for an
appointment today.

Sta
$av

OrState
condo.of
$avings.
Or$avings.
apartment.

Candice
Stryker-Irlbacher,
AgentStryker-Irlbacher,
Candice
Agent
Check out our
Candice Stryker-Irlbacher,
Agent
24549
Detroit
Road,
discounts
up to 40% *
24549
Detroit
RoadSuite 124549 Get
Detroit
Road® Program.
Steer
Clear
Westlake,
OH44145
44145
Westlake, OH
OH
44145
Saving
money
is
important.
Bus: 440-871-3747
Bus:
440-871-3747 Westlake,
When your teen gets
ready
candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com
www.candicestryker.com Bus: 440-871-3747
That’s why you can count

Get discounts
Saving money
to drive, we’re there. They
candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com
on
mesafe
to get
you all
the
learn
driving
and
you
That’s
why yo
Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
discounts
you big
deserve.
Seelower
just how
your
get
rates.
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
40%
*
Get
discounts
up toSTATE . on me to get
Candice Stryker-Irlbacher,
Agent OH 44145
Westlake,
savings
be.
GET
TO
Acould
BETTER
Like
a good
neighbor,
up
to 40% *
24549 Detroit RoadBus: 440-871-3747 Get discounts
Saving
money
is important.
Your
savings
add up to discounts you
CALL
ME
TODAY.
State
Farm
iscould
there.
Westlake, OH 44145
www.candicestryker.com
That’s
you
can count
SavingGET
money
is
important.
Bus: 440-871-3747
hundreds
dollars
when
TOwhy
A of
BETTER
STATEyou
.
candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com
on
me
to TODAY.
getpolicies
you all
the
put
allME
your
together
GET TO A BE
That’s CALL
why
you
can
count
discounts
under our you
Statedeserve.
Farm roof.
on meGET
to get
you
all
the
TO A BETTER STATE.
STATE . CALL ME TOD
Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

™

®

™

®

™
™

discounts
deserve.
CALLyou
ME TODAY.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

1001000.1

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

1101282.1

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

1103155.1

1101282.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
by state.
State Farm*Discounts
Indemnity vary
Company,
Bloomington, IL
State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Mutual
Automobile
*Discounts
vary byInsurance
state. Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

*Discounts vary by state.

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

*Discounts
vary by state.
1101282.1
1101282.1

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, I

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 17 February 2015

Don’t let March winds
and April showers
leave you unprepared
by Larissa Paschyn, Cuyahoga County Office
of Emergency Management

M

arch 1-7 is Spring Severe Weather Awareness
Week, and the Cuyahoga County Office of
Emergency Management urges everyone to
be prepared for the upcoming severe weather season:
flooding, tornadoes, and super cell thunderstorms
with dangerously large hail and very high winds. Here
are important severe-weather safety facts and tips.

Tornadoes

Tornadoes cause an average of 62 deaths and
1,500 injuries per year in
the United States.
Know your community’s warning system,
and pick a “safe room” if a
tornado is headed: basement, storm cellar or interior room on the lowest
floor with no windows.
Prepare for strong
winds: remove diseased
and damaged limbs from trees; secure lawn furniture,
trash cans and hanging installations that can be picked
up by the wind and become projectiles.
Know the tornado danger signs – dark, often
greenish clouds, a wall cloud, cloud of debris, large
hail, a funnel cloud or a roaring noise.

Thunderstorms

Thunderstorms can occur frequently in the spring
and summer and can include high winds of over 125
miles per hour.
Lightning results in an average of 55-60 deaths
and 300 injuries per year in the United States. Remember, if thunder roars, go indoors. If you can hear thunder, you are close enough to be struck by lightning.

Watch for storm signs: darkening skies, flashes
of lightning or increasing winds. Always take shelter
in a building or a vehicle with the windows and doors
closed securely.

Flooding

Flash flooding results in an average of 70+ deaths
per year in the United States. Flash floods can occur
suddenly. Be prepared to evacuate at a moment’s notice.
Remember the mantra: Turn Around – Don’t
Drown! Do not attempt to move through flood waters.
Six inches of swiftly moving water can sweep you off
of your feet. Most cars can be swept away by less than
two feet of moving water.
The following are necessary safety precautions:

Disaster Supplies Kit

Assemble a disaster supplies kit with items you
may need in case of an evacuation or if you need to
shelter-in-place. Store these supplies in sturdy, easyto-carry containers. The kits should include food,
water, clothes, important financial documents, and
medical supplies. A
complete list of items
can be found at ready.
cuyahogacounty.us.

Family Emergency
Plan

Learn your community’s warning signals and evacuation
plans.
Meet with your
family to create a plan. Select emergency meet-up
locations: a spot outside your home and a location
away from your neighborhood in case you can’t return
home.
Practice your plan. Inspect your home for potential hazards. Learn CPR and first aid; how to use a fire
extinguisher; and how and when to turn off water, gas
and electricity in your home.
Spring weather can be unpredictable. Prepare for
storms, floods, and tornadoes as if you know in advance
they are coming, because in the spring, they very likely will.
For more information visit the Cuyahoga County
Office of Emergency Management’s website at ready.
cuyahogacounty.us or call 216-443-5700. 

Statewide tornado drill to be held March 4

W

hile tornadoes can occur at any time, late
spring and summer are the prime tornado
season in Ohio.
To remind and prepare residents for the danger of
tornadoes, the Cuyahoga County Office of Emergency
Management is encouraging all communities to participate in the Statewide Tornado Drill at 9:50 a.m. on
Wednesday, March 4.
At this time, communities across the state of Ohio
will test their tornado warning siren systems. In addition, an Emergency Alert System (EAS) warning message will be broadcast. We encourage all communities,
schools, businesses and organizations to participate

Greenisland
Irish Restaurant & Pub

in this annual event by conducting their own tornado
drills and reviewing their emergency plans.
The Cuyahoga County Office of Emergency Management will be following up to see how communities
participated in the Tornado Drill.
Additional safety information for residents can
be found at our website, ready.cuyahogacounty.us.
In addition, we are happy to support your public
safety outreach programs with a speaker, representatives to answer questions, or with emergency management materials.
If you have questions, please contact us at 216443-5700 or at ema@cuyahogacounty.us. 

St. James Anglican
Catholic Church

faith & spirituality

Visioning your life
by Sharon Fedor

F

or a moment, imagine your world without vision.
But first, define vision, is it your sight, objects
you see with your eyes? Or is it your imagination,
or your consciousness? Or a combination of all three?
Ever heard the expression, “Seeing the world
through rose-colored glasses?” How about, “Seeing the
glass half empty or half full?” Heard someone describe
another as a “Pollyanna?” These expressions really refer
to an attitude or an approach towards life, as opposed
to things we see with our eyes. They refer to how we live
our lives daily. How we live our lives is one of the most
important decisions we will ever make, as it affects our
families, our community and our planet.
Rev. Michael Bernard Beckwith of Agape International Spiritual Center is a man with a vision for each
and every one of us. He speaks of a different kind of
seeing, a seeing from the soul, an expansion of the
consciousness through levels of realization of who we
really are, who we are meant to be, the greatness of self
we are meant to be.
Rev. Beckwith’s “Life Visioning Process” is the basis
for a workshop being held at Unity Spiritual Center in
Westlake, starting Feb. 22. The workshop will be held
from 12:45-2:45 p.m. on Sundays, Feb. 22, March 1,
March 8 and March 22. Classes cost $10 each, or all four
for $35. Lunch is provided; lunchtime begins at 12:15.
I asked Rev. Joanne Rowden, minister of Unity,
why someone would want to take her upcoming
class – what benefits they can hope to receive. She
explained, “This four-week workshop is designed to
support you in understanding the four basic states of
consciousness as we expand to God’s greater vision
of our lives. Those four states of consciousness are
Victim Consciousness (life happens to me), Manifester Consciousness (life happens by me), Channel
Consciousness (life happens through me) and Being
Consciousness (life happens as me). If you are ready
to open to a greater vision for your life, you will want
to come and learn the spiritual laws of the universe
that are waiting to work for you as you apply them
in your life.”
Joanne continued, “I have been teaching this class
since 2008 when I knew I needed to do ministry differently. I was looking for an organic process that would
allow God’s greater vision to unfold as each of us individually gets out of the way of our own agenda. At that
time I discovered the ‘Life Visioning Process.’ I love to
see people light up with deeper understanding as they
become clear about the greater good that is waiting
for each of us to embrace and welcome into our lives.”
Please register in advance at unityspiritualcenter.
com. For more information, call 440-835-0400 or email
unityinfo@unityspiritualcenter.com.
All are welcome, no one will be turned away. All
sessions held at Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit
Road, Westlake, in the Spirit Room. 

Now open in Westlake

25517 Eaton Way
(off Columbia Rd.)

Bay Village • 440-250-9086

ALL FRIDAYS
IN LENT

• Fresh Catch of the Day Special
• Lake Perch Fish Fry
• Cod Fish-n-Chips
• Grilled Salmon
• Tilapia
• Vegetable Lasagna

1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in Cleveland
Sung Mass 10:30 a.m. Sundays
ASh WEdnESdAy SErviCES
FEb. 18., 6:30 P.M.
Evensong, March 17, 6:30 p.m.
Annunciation, March 25, 6:30 p.m.

www.saintjamescleveland.com
216-431-3252

7

KOVESDY
FA M I LY E Y E C A R E

Dr. Jeffrey D. Kovesdy
25125 Detroit Rd.
Westlawn Square,
Suite 100, Westlake
Call us for an
appointment today.

(440) 455-1160

Comprehensive medical and vision eye
examinations, contact lens fitting.
Large selection of designer eye wear!

Welcoming neW Patients
Eyemed, Vision Service Plan (VSP), Medicare, and
most insurance accepted.

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2015 WBVO
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westlake porter Public Library

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
by Elaine Willis

Wednesday, Feb. 18 (10:15 & 11 a.m.)
Let’s Sing and Dance! – Sing and
move to the music with Miss Nancy!
For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver.
Please arrive early to receive a ticket at
the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, Feb. 18 (4-5:30 p.m.)
Bow Wow Books – Stop by the
Youth Services Department each
Wednesday and sign your child up for a
10-minute reading time with a reading
therapy dog! Bring your own book or
choose one of ours. Registration begins
each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 18 (6:30-8:45
p.m.) Cuyahoga West Genealogical Society – OGS President
Jim Denham, treasurer John Noble and
local history librarian Dan Dmytrykiw
will present Part II of III: “Digging for
Your Roots: Embarking on the Quest
– Searching for and Obtaining Vital
Records of Your Ancestor.”

Wednesday, Feb. 18 (7-8:30 p.m.)
Maker Club Emerging Technology Program – As a follow-up to
the library’s Make Event, this club will
explore Maker Movement projects
monthly. Please join us for an E-Tech
Lab, bringing emerging technology to
our club. Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 19 (12-1:30 p.m.)
Small Busine$$ Lunch & Learn
– Is marketing necessary for your business? Learn how to perform market
research, decide what marketing
approach is best for your business, and
develop and execute your plan. Please
register.

Thursday, Feb. 19 (4-5 p.m.) Magic
Tree House Book Club – Do you
already love the Magic Tree House
Adventures or are you curious to find
out what the fuss is all about? Join us for
one of the Magic Tree House books, discussion and craft related to the book.
Grades K-2. No registration required.

Friday, Feb. 20 (10-10:45 a.m.) Come
Play With Me! – Open playtime with
age-appropriate toys. Teaches sharing
and socialization. For children ages 2-5
with a caring adult. Siblings welcome!
Registration begins Feb. 13.

Friday, Feb. 20 (1-2:30 p.m.) Fantastic Fridays – Fantastic Friday is
a great day for homeschoolers! Every
month we’ll explore a new topic with
related activities. Ages 6-12. Registration begins Feb. 13.

Saturday, Feb. 21 (10:30-11:30 a.m.)
Sensory Storytime – Join us for
a storytime for children with special
needs and their parents/caregivers. The
program includes interactive stories,
rhymes, songs and movement activities,
followed by 30 minutes of play. Content
is geared to ages 3-7. Registration begins
one week before each session.

Saturday, Feb. 21 (2-3 p.m.) Junior
Brick Builders! – Let’s build with
Duplos! Bring your imagination and
we’ll provide the bricks. Ages 3-6.

Sunday, Feb. 22 (2-3:30 p.m.) Boredom Busters! – Games, crafts, puzzles and more! All ages. Children under
age 9 must be accompanied by an adult.

Sunday, Feb. 22 (2-4 p.m.) Chess
Club – Hone your chess skills (or learn
how to play the game) through WPPL’s
Chess Club. The club is recommended
for kids ages 6+. If you have a chess set,
please bring it.

Wednesday, Feb. 25 (7-8 p.m.) Promote Your Business with Video
– William North from Advanced Video
will show you how marketing videos
can enhance your web presence and
increase sales. Will include some DIY
production pointers. Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 26 (4-5 p.m.) Magic
Tree House Book Club – See the
Feb. 19 listing.

Thursday, Feb. 26 (6:30-8:45 p.m.)
– Westlake Historical Society
Friday, Feb. 27 (9:30-11 a.m.)
Kindlegarten e-Lab! – Must bring
your registered Kindle with you. Learn
how to download eBooks to your Kindle
and other basic techniques. Call the
Popular Materials desk to sign up for
this eLab. Space is limited.

Friday, Feb. 27 (10 a.m.-noon) Porter’s Fiber Fanatics – A time for

Monday, Feb. 23 (1-7 p.m.) – American Red Cross Bloodmobile

needlecrafters to share, solve problems,
and show off.

Monday, Feb. 23 (3:45-5:30 p.m.)
Teen Lounge – Need a place to hang

Friday, Feb. 27 (10:30-11:30 a.m.)
iPad Users Group – Listen to a brief

out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve
got computers, video games, board
games, snacks and more! Grades 7-12.

iPad topic then share talk and share tips
and techniques with other iPad users.
Must bring your iPad with you. Registration required.

Tuesday, Feb. 24 (9:30-10 a.m.)
Stories and Signs – Enjoy inter-

Friday, Feb. 27 (10:30-11:30 a.m.)
Sensory Storytime – See the Feb.

active stories, songs and movement
activities while learning a few words in
sign language! Ages birth-3 with caregiver, siblings welcome. No registration
required.

Friday, Feb. 27 (4-5:30 p.m.) Weirder Science – Learn science while

Tuesday, Feb. 24 (10 a.m.-noon)
Telephone Tips for Job Seekers
– This workshop will prepare you to use
the telephone effectively for job search.

Tuesday, Feb. 24 (7-8:45 p.m.)
Catch a Rising Star – The Westlake/Westshore Arts Council brings
the “Catch a Rising Star” program from
Baldwin Wallace University. Free and
open to the public.

Wednesday, Feb. 25 (10:15 & 11 a.m.)
Let’s Sing and Dance! – See the
Feb. 18 listing.

Wednesday, Feb. 25 (2 p.m.)
Wednesday Afternoon Book
Discussion – The February selection
is “Child of My Heart” by Alice McDermott.

Wednesday, Feb. 25 (4-5:30 p.m.)
Bow Wow Books – See the Feb. 18

Celebrate Playhouse Square

L

listing.

earn about the history of Cleveland’s own Playhouse
Square at Westlake Porter Public Library on Thursday, March 5, from 7-8:30 p.m. George McNulty from
the Playhouse Square Speakers Bureau will also share
current information about the Cleveland theater district
and show glimpses of the Dazzle on the Square. You’ll also
learn about the differences between professional theater
and local theater. To register, please visit signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080 or call 440-250-5460. 

21 listing.

having fun! Our interactive after-school
science program teaches fundamental
principles in an entertaining format.
Students will participate in hands-on
experiments that they can reproduce
at home. Please note program change:
participants must be in grades 5-8. Registration begins Feb. 21.

Saturday, Feb. 28 (2-4 p.m.) Carryout Crafts – Stop by the Youth
Services Department to see what each
day’s featured craft is! Tables will be set
up with all of the supplies needed.

Saturday, Feb. 28 (3-5 p.m.) Mad 4
Manga – Each month we watch a different Anime series and talk about our
favorite Manga. Sometimes we even
throw in some crafts, Manga drawing,
or Japanese treats! Grades 7-12 only.

Sunday, March 1 (2-4 p.m.) Down
The Rabbit Hole Family Fun Day
– Travel with us through the looking
glass for an afternoon of family activi-

Talk horror films March 4

A

ttention horror film fans! If you want to talk horror, sci-fi
and suspense then join other film buffs at Westlake Porter
Public Library on Wednesday, March 4, from 6:30-8:30
p.m. for the kickoff of the library’s Horror Film Club.
We’ll explore some of the classic films of the horror, science
fiction and suspense genres. The first film will be announced
at this meeting. To register, please visit signup.westlakelibrary.
org:8080 or call 440-250-5460. Children under 13 should be
accompanied by an adult. 

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

ties, crafts, and games based around
the kooky world of Alice in Wonderland.
For all ages. No registration required.

Monday, March 2 (11-11:30 a.m.)
Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss – For
ages 3-5. You could not, would not want
to miss a party as fun as this. Join us
for a morning of stories, games and a
craft to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday.
Registration begins Feb. 23.

Monday, March 2 (3:45-5:30 p.m.)
Teen Lounge – Need a place to hang
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve
got computers, video games, board
games, snacks and more! Grades 7-12.

Tuesday, March 3 (10 a.m.-noon)
Career Transition Center:
Making Positive First Impressions – It takes 5 to 7 seconds for someone to form an opinion of you based
on the way you present yourself and
that stays with them. Whether you’re
working, networking or interviewing,
you need to leave a positive impression.
Get tips on the little (and big) things that
determine how you will be perceived
and learn how that perception will
impact your success in job search.

Tuesday, March 3 (7-8:30 p.m.)
Facebook Photo Albums, Instagram and Snapchat – Learn how to
upload your photos to Facebook, “tag”
your friends and share them in albums.
Also learn how to use the popular
mobile apps Instagram and Snapchat.
Prerequisites: Facebook account, and if
you choose to bring your mobile device,
please have Instagram and Snapchat
installed on it. Please register.

Wednesday, March 4 (10:15 & 11 a.m.)
Let’s Sing and Dance! – Sing and
move to the music with Miss Nancy!
For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver.
Please arrive early to receive a ticket at
the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, March 4 (1-2:30 p.m.)
Cuyahoga West Genealogical
Society – Drop-in session for genealogy help.

Wednesday, March 4 (4-5:30 p.m.)
Bow Wow Books – Stop by the Youth
Services Department each Wednesday
and sign your child up for a 10-minute
reading time with a reading therapy
dog! Bring your own book or choose
one of ours. Registration begins each
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
To register for any of the programs,
please call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

** SECRETS REVEALED **

FBI SPECIAL AGENTS
ARE REAL PEOPLE
Al Zupan, FBI Special Agent 1970-2002

Amazon.com
or 2XG’s LLC, P.O. Box 40241,
Bay Village, Ohio 44140
($16.95 Postage & Tax included)
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Westshore Montessori students celebrate 100 days of school

9

Tri-C Women in Transition offers
first 8-week session in Westlake
by John Horton

Photo by Michelle Ramey

T
The pre-K and kindergarten classroom of Mrs. Michelle and Mrs. Nancy celebrated the
100th day of school on Jan. 26. The morning was full of fun activities focusing on the
number 100. We made “100 days smarter” hats, strung 100 Cheerios for necklaces,
dotted 100 gumballs on gumball machines and used our painted handprints to count
by 5’s to 100. We are now officially 100 days smarter.

Things are heating up at Westlake Rec
by Jim Dispirito

S

pring is not far off, at least that is what the
groundhog has told us, so let us check out
what great programs are on the horizon.

Spring Coed Flag Football League,
ages 6-8 and 9-11. This is a new collaboration between Westlake, Bay Village, Fairview
Park and North Olmsted. This Spring Coed Flag
Football league will play its games on Fairview
Park High School’s turfed field on Sundays. The
season will run from late March until early May.
Each team will play at least one game under
the lights.
The recreation department will provide
jerseys, flag equipment and mouth guards.
Volunteer coaches are needed for all teams.
Westlake residents can register with the
Westlake Recreation Department. Teams from
Westlake will practice on Saturdays in Westlake and then play games in Fairview Park on
Sundays. The fee is $50 for Westlake residents.
Deadline to register in Westlake is March 1.
Residents of Bay Village, please contact
your Recreation Department at 440-871-6755
or cityofbayvillage.com for more information
and to register. The fee is $70 for Bay residents
and the deadline to register is Feb. 20.

ation Department’s annual 3-on-3 March Madness Tournament is now open for registration.
The girls tournament will be held on Thursday,
March 19. The boys tournament will be held on
Saturday, March 21. All games will be held in the
Recreation Center gym. Registration packets
are available online or in person at the Westlake
Recreation Center. Deadline to register teams
is March 15. Cost is $60 for member teams (at
least 2 Rec Center members) or $70 for nonmember teams.

he Women in Transition program at Cuyahoga Community
College will launch its first eight-week session at Corporate
College West on March 17.
The free program uses education and training to empower
women at a life crossroads. Participants build confidence and selfesteem through classes on personal development, career exploration and financial and computer literacy.
The course is designed to assist women in transitional periods
of their lives, such as a career change or return to the workforce. The
non-credit program is free and open to the public.
Classes will be held at Corporate College West from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from March 17 to May 7. Corporate
College West is at 25425 Center Ridge Road in Westlake. Registration
is required for the program.
To learn more or to enroll, call 216-987-3899.
Women in Transition also runs eight-week sessions at Tri-C’s
Eastern Campus in Highland Hills, Metropolitan Campus in Cleveland and Western Campus in Parma. For more information, go to
www.tri-c.edu/women-in-transition.
Tri-C’s Women in Transition program began in 1978 and has
contributed to thousands of personal success stories. It typically
serves about 200 women a year.
The program operates at two Tri-C locations in Westlake –
Corporate College West and the nearby Westshore Campus. The
campus serves as the location for various workshops and is home
to a Women in Transition office. 

We Help People Hear Better!
As a person who has had hearing
problems for several years, I
felt it was most important that
I find an audiologist who was
very professional and keeps up
with new technology in hearing
products. If you want the best,
see Echo Hearing & Audiology.
– T. E., Aurora

Are You Looking for Affordable,
Are You Loo
High Quality Hearing Aids? High Qualit
Baseline Concussion Info Night: Tuesday, March 3. Are you hearing about all the

concussion issues in youth sports? Do you have
questions and concerns? Now is the time to
find out. Tuesday, March 3, the Westlake Recreation Department will host an informational
session concerning concussions and baseline
testing. Sessions will be held at both 6 p.m. and
7 p.m. in Community Room A of the Westlake
Recreation Center. Representatives from Performance Evaluation Group will be on hand
to answer questions and present information
about baseline testing. This 45-minute presentation is free and open to the public. 
More information regarding all of these
programs and more can be found at www.
cityofwestlake.org, or by stopping in the Recreation Center at 28955 Hilliard Blvd., calling us
at 440-808-5700 or picking up our Rec Gazette.
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observed around town

Huntington Reservation water tower

by Carol Maat

Carol Maat of Westlake captured the
bright winter sun behind the tower at the
Metroparks Huntington Reservation in Bay
Village.
The tall tower on the bluff is one of the few
remaining features of the former country
estate of John Huntington (1832-1893),
a prominent Cleveland industrialist and
philanthropist.
Although the structure looks like a
lighthouse, it is actually a water tower built
between 1880 and 1890. It was used to store
the water once needed to irrigate the fields,
vineyards, orchards, and gardens of the
estate.
The tower was constructed of cypress wood,
but the outside has since been covered with
siding. The original water pipes, stairway,
and water tub enclosure still exist inside the
tower. Huntington liked to sit on top of the
tower and watch the sun set.
The Huntington house burned down in
the 1920s and the land was purchased by
Cleveland Metroparks in 1925.

Bay Village Historical Society

Snippets of Bay Village history
CUTTING ICE AT THE MOUTH OF
CAHOON CREEK
The Cahoon family owned land from
Wolf Road all the way to Lake Erie,
an area that is now Cahoon Memorial
Park. (See map below)
Once the lake froze over, the Cahoons
and other early settlers cut the ice
into large squares which were packed
in straw and stored underground in
the back of an ice house.
The ice could then be used well
into the summer in ice boxes, the
forerunner of refrigerators.
Rose Hill Museum, the former home
of the Cahoon family, has an ice
saw on display in the original 1810
basement of the museum.

Cahoon family
home, now the
Rose Hill Museum

This portion of an
1892 map of Dover
Township shows the
Cahoon family property
surrounding the
Huntington estate.
The small squares
indicate buildings, most
lining the main roads.
The main north-south
thoroughfare is known
simply as Center Road
during this period and
later was renamed
Dover Center Road.

Does your brand need a refresh?
You know us by our work.

ORTHOPAEDIC
ASSOCIATES, INC.

COOPERATIVE

COUNCIL OF
INTERNATIONAL
PROGRAMS

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

wendell design communications

skill + integrity in graphic design
440.409.0119 | dw@wendelldesign.com
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bay Village branch library

Upcoming programs at the Bay Village Branch Library
by TARA McGuinness

months.

need to sign one permission form, good
• Tuesdays, Feb. 24 and March 3 for all of the fall programs. Programs pros we end February and head into
(9:30 a.m.) Toddler Storytime – vided courtesy of the Friends of the Bay
the month of March, we really can
For caregivers and their children ages Village Branch.
start to look forward to spring! Are
19-35 months.
ADULT DEPARTMENT
you thinking of the spring cleaning projects you want to get done? Why not stop • Tuesday, Feb. 24 (1:30 p.m.) Pre- Thursday, Feb. 26 (7 p.m.) - Author
school Storytime – For caregivers Laura Peskin – The author of “Deep
at the Bay Village library for some help
and their children ages 3-5 (not yet in Cover Cleveland: 99 Little Known Things
with that. Check out our books on cleankindergarten)..
about Northeast Ohio” will talk about the
ing, organizing and renovating. And while
you’re here, don’t forget to grab some CDs Wednesday, Feb. 25 (9:30 a.m.) history of Cleveland spanning from geoor audiobooks to listen to as you get to Play, Learn and Grow - Children logic time and the last ice age up to the

A

work on your projects.

ages birth to 5 years are invited to
this casual, drop-in play program.
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Rotate through the many hands-on
Storytimes: Caregivers and their chil- stations to stimulate your little one’s
dren are invited to enjoy rhymes, songs, mind. Check out the many toys availfingerplays, books and stories together. able to check out through our library
No registration is required.
toy catalog.
• Wednesday, Feb. 18 and March 4 Tuesday, March 3 (1:30 p.m.)

financial depression of 1893.

Wednesday, March 4 (7 p.m.) Full
Circle: The Cleveland Women –
Join Katherine Kohl for an interesting look
at the lives of women involved in making
history in the Cleveland area as well as in
our nation.
Please register to attend any programs
online at www.cuyaghogalibrary.org
or call 440-871-6392 or stop in at 502
Cahoon Road. 

Wednesday, Feb. 18 (7 p.m.) The Sly-Fanner Murders: The Birth of
the Mayfield Road Mob – On Dec. 31, 1920, one of Cleveland’s most sensational robberies occurred. As a result, Wilfred Sly and George Fanner of the W.W. Sly
Manufacturing Company were murdered. Join us as Allan May presents his book,
“The Sly-Fanner Murders: The Birth of the Mayfield Road Mob,
Cleveland’s Most Notorious Mafia Gang.” Book
sale and signing to follow the presentation.

(9:30 a.m.) Baby & Me Storytime Whooo’s Ready for School?
– For caregivers and their children ages Kindergarten Readiness –
birth to 18 months.

Help your preschooler make the transition into their first year of school.
Explore hands-on activity stations
together. This month’s theme is “Off
to Work” – explore having a job and
• Thursdays, Feb. 19 and 26 (7 p.m.) choosing a career.
Family Storytime – For children of TEEN DEPARTMENT
all ages with a caregiver.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and

• Thursdays, Feb. 19 and 26 (11 a.m.)
Preschool Storytime – For caregivers and their children ages 3-5 (not
yet in kindergarten).

• Fridays, Feb. 20 and 27 (9:30 a.m.) Thursdays (3:15 p.m.) Teen Zone
Family Storytime – For children of – Video games, challenges, art and
all ages and a caregiver.
more! Join us for something fun to
• Mondays, Feb. 23 and March 2 (9:30 do after school most every Tuesday,
a.m.) Toddler Storytime – For Wednesday and Thursday! Check
caregivers and their children ages 19-35 with the library for details. Parents

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Westshore Council of Governments
(WCOG) meeting, Feb. 11, 2015
by LWV observers Nikki Salupo
(Fairview Park) and Kathy
Woodbridge (Lakewood)
This report is not an official statement of
the League of Women Voters. Mayor Sutherland’s office prepares official minutes,
which are posted on Bay Village’s website.

awareness with ODOT and the state.
Land Bank: The Land Bank has responded
to property concerns of Bay Village. Rocky
River has also been in contact regarding
vacant properties.
County Planning Commission: Meetings
are scheduled on water issues and government efficiency.

Present: Mayors Sutherland (Bay Vil-

Cuyahoga County Mayors & City Managers Association: CCMCMA is focus-

lage), Bobst (Rocky River), Summers
(Lakewood), Clough (Westlake), Patton
(Fairview Park), Kennedy (North Olmsted)
Also present: Fiscal Officer Renee
Mahoney; District 1 County Councilman
Dave Greenspan; Bay Village Fire Chief
Lyons; North Ridgeville Fire Chief Reese
RTA: New buses will be in service soon.
NOACA: Transportation for Livable Communities Initiative grant applications are
due in March; workshops will be held.
NOACA has hired a lobbyist to increase

ing on working with legislators after the
emphasis on SB 5. A bus trip is scheduled
for March 18 to lobby legislators.
WESHARE: The WestShore Area Rescue
Association is a fire/EMS medical command/continuing education consortium
of 7 area fire departments and 3 regional
hospitals. By the end of February, Mayor
Sutherland would like feedback from the
communities that had been “stakeholders” in the past and those who are currently involved in this program. These

SHAPE UP IN 2015!
OFP offers personal training programs based on the individual’s
goals, limitations, and current fitness level.
OFP provides programs from 4 to 100 sessions.
We offer services for all ages at our private studio in Rocky River
as well as Westlake and Rocky River Recreation Centers.

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

“talking points” should focus on the issues
and concerns with training. Chief Reese
identified two important points: the program has gotten away from its mission
that was established over 30 years ago; the
hospitals involved do not have the same
goals as the cities.
Clean Fuels Ohio: Consensus favored
establishing an inventory of usage to
establish need before seeking grants,
perhaps by summer, on the transition to
cleaner, domestic fuels and energy-saving
vehicles. Information would be gathered
by individual cities and used by the group.
Mayor Summers stated that this grant for
a feasibility study should focus on longterm goals: the cleaner environment is
laudable, but the price of retrofitting may
not be in the cities’ best interest while the
price of petroleum is low, and there is no
urgency at this point.
WCOG 2015 Budget: Presented by Fiscal
Officer Renee Mahoney, the budget was
adopted.

Mr. Greenspan:

• County Commissioners’ Association of
Ohio will promote sharing of taxation
and finance information with all cities.
• $3 million is coming to the Land Bank

for existing inventory. More is needed
and is being pursued.
• Eddie Kraus, Vice Mayor of Solon, has
been appointed Interim Director of
Regional Collaboration for Cuyahoga
County.
• The County may hire a grant writer to
be a liaison for cities seeking Community Development Block Grant awards
– understanding the process, changing
language to reapply, why awards are
denied, etc.
• Community Development Supplemental Grant legislation was sent to committee.
The Council was abuzz with the information that public safety answering point
(PSAP) phones were out of service for 45
minutes at 3 a.m. on Feb. 10. Councilman
Greenspan stated the situation should be
addressed by the County Council since so
many communities were affected. 
The Westshore Council of Governments was founded in 1971 “to foster
cooperation between municipalities in all
areas of municipal service.” All meetings
are open to the public. The next meeting
will be March 11, 9:30 a.m., in Bay Village
City Hall. 

Call TODaY fOr a free
COnsulTaTiOn wOrkOuT!
Therapeutic Exercise
Weight Management
Strength & Conditioning

Official Fitness Pro

OFP

Personal Training Practice

officialfitnesspro.com

440.333.5395

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m.
LWV Mardi Gras Party
Please join us! The Bay Chapter of the League
of Women Voters is buying heavy hors
d’oeuvres for LWV members and all others
interested in learning more about the League.
Ironwood Cafe party room, 688 Dover Center Rd.
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 6:30-8 p.m.
Prostate Partners
Men with prostate cancer are welcome to
attend this monthly group for the opportunity
to learn about treatment options as well as
gain support from talking with other men.
This month’s topic: Treatment of Advanced
Disease. Call 216-595-9546 or visit www.
touchedbycancer.org for more information.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr.,
Westlake
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 7 p.m.
Westlake Democratic Club
Harriet Applegate, executive secretary of the
North Shore Federation of Labor, will talk
about training candidates and getting them
ready for the races in 2016. This should be an
enlightening meeting. Bring your friends and
neighbors. If you wish, bring a snack to share.
Beverages provided. For more info, contact
Jeanne at 440-892-3430
Western Cuyahoga Lodge, FOP Hall #25, 26145
Center Ridge Rd., Westlake
Wednesday, Feb. 18, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Cuyahoga West Chapter, Ohio
Genealogical Society
This second program of a three-part series
“Digging for Your Roots: Embarking on the
Quest” will focus on how to obtain and search
for vital records. The program begins at 7 p.m.
Social time, with refreshments, is from 6:30-7
p.m. The public is invited, at no cost.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.
Saturday, Feb. 21, 1-4 p.m.
Open House at Westside Christian
Academy
Parents can meet the staff and parents of
Westside Christian Academy, take a tour, and
participate in a variety of 20-minute sessions
about the school. Special “FunZone” activities
for ages 3-12 in the gym will be run by WCA
parent and student volunteers. Pre-registration
recommended at westsideacademy.org or
440-331-1300.
Westside Christian Academy, 23096 Center Ridge
Rd., Westlake

Providing nourishing meals and
extended care and service to our
neighbors experiencing cancer.

Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Sunday, Feb. 22, 4 p.m.
Installation of New Pastor
The Rev. Damien J. Lake will be installed as
Senior Minister of Church. Reverend Lake, an
ordained minister in the UCC, previously served
St. Johns UCC and Pilgrim Congregational UCC
in western Michigan. The public is invited to
attend the installation ceremony. A reception
will follow. For more information, call 440-3310834.
Church of the Redeemer, 23500 Center Ridge Rd.,
Westlake
Monday, Feb. 23, 11:30 a.m.
Bay Village Garden Club: Spring Bulbs
Cynthia Druckenbrod of the Cleveland
Botanical Gardens will discuss popular, new
and tried-and-true spring bulbs. The best deer
resistant bulbs will be highlighted as will great
combinations that will make your neighbors
jealous. All gardeners welcome. $5 luncheon
fee for guests. Please RSVP to 440-937-8125 by
Feb. 19.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.
Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2:30 p.m. or 5:30 p.m.
Estate Planning Essentials
Attorney Margie Karl will discuss general
estate planning in terms that are easy to
understand. Topics covered will be wills, trusts,
power of attorney documents, and health
care directives. There will be two sessions,
at 2:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., and Ms. Karl will
be available for questions between the two
sessions. Light refreshments will be served. To
RSVP, call 877-597-6348.
Gardens at Westlake, 27569 Detroit Rd.
Wednesday, Feb. 25, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
North Coast Chapter, Embroiderers’ Guild
of America
Learning a Scottish stitch will be the project at
the meeting.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.
Wednesday, Feb. 25, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
The State of Municipal and School
Financing: History and Trends
David B. Miller, CWRU Mandel School Associate
Professor and City of South Euclid Council
President, Bay Village City Finance Director
Renee Mahoney, and Bay Village Schools
Treasurer Kevin Robertson will talk about the
history and current state of funding for our
schools and city, along with the near-term
outlook.
Bay Middle School cafeteria, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Ray the Lamp Guy
440-871-4389

Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates

Volunteer or donate call: (440)348-9401
or visit: ourvillageproject.com

“Let me brighten up your day”
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES
Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

The Westside’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

“We deliver people”

Friday, Feb. 27, 6:30-10 p.m.
Connecting for Kids Fundraiser
The cost for the evening is $45 per person
which includes food stations, beer, wine, well
drinks, soda, coffee and tea. The evening will
feature a grand raffle with Florida and Cancun
vacations, a silent auction with 50 baskets, a
wine pull and a jewelry raffle. All proceeds from
the event will benefit Connecting for Kids, a
nonprofit organization that provides education
and support for families with questions or
concerns about their child’s development.
Ahern’s Banquet Center, 726 Avon Belden Rd.,
Avon Lake
Saturday, Feb. 28, 4:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
Please join us for a great meal, good
conversation, and fellowship. Our Saturday
meal is free to everyone. The church is
accessible to the physically challenged, no
carry outs.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North
Olmsted
Tuesday, March 3, 1-7 p.m.
RITA Taxpayer Assistance Session
Free and open to all taxpayers who are
required to file a municipal income tax return
for any RITA municipality. RITA agents will
work with taxpayers on a first come, first
served basis. Please bring necessary tax
documentation.
North Ridgeville City Hall, 7307 Avon Belden Rd.
Wednesday, March 4, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Session
Members of the Cuyahoga West Chapter of
the Ohio Genealogical Society will be available

to assist you in the Computer Lab with your
personal search for ancestors. Please bring
a copy of your pedigree chart and/or family
group.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.
Wednesday, March 4, 7-8:30 p.m.
Explaining the Packaging on Supermarket
Shelves
College Club West will continue its monthly
gathering with a presentation by Ben Miyares,
a corporate packaging specialist. This social
club is a nonprofit organization for college
educated women and hosts monthly meetings
where topics of interest are presented to
women in addition to sponsoring smaller
and varied interest groups. New members are
welcome; visit www.collegeclubwest.org.
Don Umerley Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.,
Rocky River

ADVERTISE IN
THE OBSERVER

IT’S MORE
THAN AN AD...
You’re
Supporting Our
Civic Groups!
Promote your business
and give a voice to over
40 civic groups who
work in partnership with
the Observer to get the
word out about good
things happening in our
community.
Contact
laura@wbvobserver.com
or
dani@wbvobserver.com

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.

Professional Pet Care Services
“We take the
Personal In-Home worry out of
Pet Care
being away”
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other
special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices

Friday, Feb. 27, 5-7 p.m.
Saint Ladislas Parish Annual Lenten Fish
and Shrimp Fry
On Fridays, Feb. 27, March 13 and March 27,
join us for a fried fish, baked fish or shrimp
dinner ($9/adult, $5/child); or a pierogi or mac
& cheese dinner ($6.50/adult, $5/child). Basic
meal includes: 2 pieces of fish (baked or fried)
or 6 pieces of shrimp or 6 pierogi or mac &
cheese, (1 piece of fish for child’s meal); plus
choice of wild rice mix or fries; choice of cole
slaw, applesauce or tossed salad; every meal
comes with a roll, coffee, tea, water. Extra costs:
clam chowder, extra fish, shrimp or pierogi,
soda and desserts. One free dessert with
any canned good donation. Take out orders
available. Call 440-835-2300.
Saint Ladislas Church, 2345 Bassett Rd., Westlake

Quality Painting.

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com

A proud member of the Bay Village community

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

620 Dover
Center Rd.

440-871-0899

T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

For All Your Transportation Needs

Call JLS 216-390-5610
Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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