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Beloved Bay council clerk
feted for 50 years of service

One School One Book
brings students and adults
together for reading
by Karen Derby

C

hildren at Normandy
and Westerly elementary schools in Bay
Village will gather at Bay
High auditorium the morning of Wednesday, Feb. 4, to
watch a variety of popular
characters take the stage
with a performance designed
to leave them happy and
filled with delight.

PHOTO BY DENNY WENDELL
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No, it isn’t a rock concert, a celebrity appearance
by television stars, or a
game show host giving away
lovely cars and vacation
prizes. It is, in fact, all about
a book. A book! This week
is the kick-off of the One
School One Book program
that began at Normandy
last year and has spread to
Westerly this year.
» See ONE BOOK page 2

Love is in the air at Clague Museum
Bay Village City Council President Paul Koomar congratulates Clerk
of Council Joan Kemper as part of a ceremony honoring her 50-year
public service career. Looking on is Law Director Gary Ebert.
by Tara Wendell

F

ifty years of public service is
worthy of recognition, but
when the milestone is achieved
by someone as beloved as Joan
Kemper, the entire community joins
in the celebration.
Joan, the clerk of Bay Village
City Council since 2001, was honored during the Jan. 26 council
meeting, an evening that marked
exactly 50 years since she began her
career in public service. The council
chambers were packed with friends,
family, colleagues, elected officials
and members of the public who
came to show their appreciation

Enjoy lunch and a
movie with the Herb
Guild Garden Club
by Shirley Swindell

C

ome out of the cold to get
warm with the friendly Herb
Guild Garden Club at a “Brown
Bag Lunch & Movie Day” on Wednesday, Feb. 11, 12:15 p.m., at Westlake
Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Road. Begin “thinking spring”
with a delightful hor-

for Joan’s years of dedication.
Her career began in 1965, as
a police dispatcher for the city of
Brooklyn, Ohio. During her years
in Brooklyn, Joan served as secretary to Mayor John Coyne and other
administration officials before being
appointed chief clerk of the city’s
recreation center, which she was
instrumental in developing.
After retiring from the city in
1998, Joan began working in Bay
Village in January 1999 as a receptionist and civil service clerk. She
was appointed clerk of council in
July 2001, also serving as secretary
to boards and commissions.
» See KEMPER page 4

ticultural inspired flick, the presentation of exciting and varied speakers/
programs for 2015, and welcoming
conversation with fellow gardeners.
The business meeting begins at 10
a.m. Dessert and beverage provided
by the Herb Guild membership.
The Herb Guild Garden Club
wishes to extend this invitation to
the general public and gardeners,
whether novice or experienced, as
our guests to become acquainted
with the guild and learn about the
advantages of our membership in a
warmhearted atmosphere. For further information call 440-652-6890
or visit theherbguild.org. 

More stories, photos and events
online at www.wbvobserver.com

by Lysa Stanton

V

isit the Clague House Museum on
Sunday, Feb. 8, for an old-fashioned Valentine’s Day party with
the Westlake Historical Society.
Let’s shake off the winter chills and
come inside the Clague family home,
located at 1371 Clague Road. Enjoy an
afternoon of crafts, sweet treats and
museum tours. There is no charge for
the event, but donations are gratefully
accepted.

Tri-C continues
‘Year of the Brain’
lecture series
by John Horton

T

he Westshore Campus of Cuyahoga
Community College will extend its
“Year of the Brain” lecture series into
spring semester given the success and popularity of the free program.
The educational series features brown
bag lunch discussions at Westshore Campus
and Corporate College West, plus a pair of
interactive evening lectures focusing on a
variety of brain-related topics.
The series is based on “Charlie Rose:
The Brain Series” on PBS, which explores the
final frontier of neuroscience research while
examining advances in brain science.
Brown bag lunch topics and dates are as
follows. Each discussion runs from 1-2 p.m.
• Depression: Thursday, Feb. 12; Westshore
Campus, Room 112

Old-fashioned
Valentine’s Day
party open to all!
Docents will conduct tours of the
museum. The society will also honor past
presidents of the United States born in
February with birthday cupcakes.
The party starts at 2 p.m. Reservations are requested, by calling the historical society at 440-808-1961, but are not
required. 

• Psychiatric, Addictive and Neurologic
Disorders: Thursday, Feb. 26; Corporate
College West, Room 109
• The Anxious Brain: Thursday, March 5;
Westshore Campus, Room 112
• Hearing: Thursday, March 19; Corporate
College West, Room 109
• The Social Brain: Thursday, April 9; Westshore Campus, Room 112
• Public Policy Implication of Brain Science:
Thursday, April 23; Corporate College
West, Room 109
A pair of evening lectures will include
panel discussions with subject experts, interactive activities, games and demonstrations.
Evening lecture topics and dates are as
follows. Each lecture runs from 7-8:30 p.m.
• Beauty and the Brain: Wednesday, Feb. 11;
Westshore Campus Atrium
• The Power of the Brain: Wednesday, April
1; Westshore Campus Atrium
All of the events are free and open to
the public, with no reservations required.
The Westshore Campus is at 31001 Clemens
Road in Westlake; Corporate College West
is at 25425 Center Ridge Road in Westlake.
For additional information, visit tri-c.
edu/yearofthebrain. 
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ONE BOOK
from front page

The kindergarten through grade
four students have been waiting for
weeks to learn the title of the one book
they will all read together. The suspense
has been almost unbearable! They have
watched three hilarious video clues.
Most students have guessed the book
has something about an egg, but which
egg-titled book could it be?
Actors will perform a scene revealing the mystery -- “The Enormous
Egg,” written by Oliver Butterworth and
illustrated by Mark Crilley, is the highquality children’s novel selected for the
program. Each student will receive his
or her own copy, thanks to a grant from
the Bay Village Education Foundation
and with support from Normandy and
Westerly PTAs.
Parents are to read the book
aloud to their children according to a
chapter-by-chapter schedule. Teachers, administrators, bus drivers, and
other school employees, as well as
local business owners and employees,
will also be reading “The Enormous
Egg.” Everyone will be talking about
the book as students collect raffle
tickets when they spot Norman Bee,
Westerly Wolf, and the book’s Uncle
Beazley pictures posted at various
businesses and organizations around
Bay Village.
Trivia questions, special “eggthemed” lunches, and clues about
which businesses have the raffle tickets (we won’t give them away here) will
keep the excitement about the book
going. Bay Village Library will host an
egg-related scavenger hunt, and the
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center will
present its own Enormous Egg Exploration Day with presentations about
eggs and the animals who lay them.
A very special visitor, “The Enormous
Egg” illustrator Mark Crilley, will visit
with the students and show them how
he draws the book’s characters.
“One School, One Book is a literacy and community building program,”
said Normandy Elementary principal
Dan Sebring. “It is based on the simple
premise that listening leads to literacy.” Sebring notes that research by
reading professionals shows that reading aloud to your children will help
them become better readers, which
will lead to greater success in school.
Listening to chapter books read aloud
also creates excitement and discussion about books, promoting the
healthy habit of reading.
(Note to readers: Parents of the K-4
students have been warned that this
article reveals the “secret” a day early,
so please don’t discuss this with any
youngsters until after school on Feb.
4. We appreciate your discretion!) 

BECOME AN
OBSERVER

Do you have an interesting
news story or a photo from
the community? Join over 700
Observer members and share it
with the Westlake/Bay community
at: wbvobserver.com/members.

Exploring your roots with
genealogical resources
by jayne Broestl

A

re you looking for an escape
from Northeast Ohio’s cold and
blustery winter weather? Consider traveling to warm and friendly
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333
Center Ridge Road, where members
of Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio
Genealogical Society, in partnership
with the library, are offering their time
and talents to help others who are
researching their family history.
Members will be available in the
computer lab on Wednesdays, Feb. 4
and March 4, from 1-2:30 p.m. Just bring
your pedigree and family group sheets,
or whatever information you have collected thus far, on a particular ancestral
line. Cuyahoga West volunteers will help
you extend your research, or get you
started on your journey.
If you desire more instructional
guidance, consider attending the next
evening program at Porter Library on
Wednesday, Feb. 18, from 6:30-8:30
p.m. The program, part two of the
three-part series “Digging for Your

Roots: Embarking on the Quest,” will
explore resources that are most useful
in doing family history research. President Jim Denham and treasurer John
Noble will take you on a tour of some
popular genealogical websites and
Porter Library’s local history librarian, Dan Dmytrykiw, will share what
resources are available at the library.
Program starts at 7 p.m. Social time,
with refreshments, is from 6:30-7 p.m.
There is no charge for attending a
meeting or a help session and you do
not need to be a member. However,
members do receive the added benefit
of a quarterly newsletter, The Tracer,
which includes notices of upcoming
genealogical meetings and events,
both local and national. Also, members are entitled to a 10 percent discount on chapter publications. Membership runs from January through
December and dues are just $15, $18
for two people at one address.
For additional information, visit
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs or
email cuyahogawest@gmail.com. 

Free tax prep services
offered at Corporate
College West
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by jOHN HORTON
uyahoga Community College
will again offer free personal
income tax filing service at Corporate College West in Westlake in 2015.
The tax clinic is open to qualified taxpayers filing a simple return with a 2014
earned income of less than $60,000.
Walk-in assistance is available on
a first-come, first-served basis between
4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays from
Feb. 4 through April 1 (closed March 11).
The tax clinic will be held in Room 203
of Corporate College West, located at
25425 Center Ridge Road.
Returns will be prepared and filed
by IRS-certified tax preparers and completed while the taxpayer waits. All
returns will be screened for eligibility
for the Earned Income Tax Credit and
the Child Tax Credit.
To qualify for the service, taxpayers must have a 2014 earned income
of less than $60,000 and must be filing
a simple return. Services may be available to assist with Schedule D, 1099-C
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6 YEARS

For advertising rates, contact
Laura Gonzalez 440-477-3556
laura@wbvobserver.com
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Emergency Services
backed by a full-service
medical center close to home.

One of the
Top Ten Safest Hospitals
in The U.S.

EMERGENCY

PLEDGE
Be seen in 30 minutes or less.
When you’re hurt, sick or just not feeling well, the last thing you
want to do is wait in an emergency room. That’s why St. John
Medical Center has the 30-Minute Emergency Pledge. This means,
you will be seen by a member of our caring team of emergency
room professionals within 30 minutes.
In addition, we offer the highest quality emergency care including:
• Level III Trauma Center
• Accredited Chest Pain Center
• Pediatric Emergency Services, affiliated with UH Rainbow
Babies & Children’s Hospital
• Primary Stroke Center
• All services backed by a full-service medical center

Check in for your requested
emergency treatment time from
the comfort of your own home.
Visit

stjohnmedicalcenter.net

St. John Medical Center pledges to provide you and your family
with fast, efficient, high quality, and compassionate care.

All within 30 minutes. Why wait somewhere else?

Follow Us!

On Facebook: facebook.com/StJohnMedicalCenter
On Twitter: @SJMConline
On Pinterest: pinterest.com/SJMConline1
On YouTube: youtube.com/SJMConline

STJOHNMEDICALCENTER.NET

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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KEMPER

from front page

PHOTOs BY DENNY WENDELL

When fellow council clerks
Denise Rosenbaum of Westlake
and Aimee Pientka of Strongsville realized Joan’s upcoming
golden anniversary, both agreed
that they needed to do something to recognize this amazing
achievement. They knew that
Joan wouldn’t want a big fuss,
so they decided to make it a
surprise.
Denise invited Joan’s
friends, co-workers and anyone
who knew her to send cards and
photos for a scrapbook. For ease
of compilation and to extend
the deadline, the scrapbook idea
was ditched in favor of a large
keepsake box. The outpouring
was so great, the box was filled
to the brim. With help from Bay
Village Council President Paul
Koomar; Joan’s friend, John
Bundy; and her daughter, Jacquie Chakirelis, a recognition
event was planned for the date
of her 50th anniversary, which
just happened to fall on a City
Council meeting night, Jan. 26.

Keeping the
celebration plans
secret was no easy
task – Joan is responsible for assembling
the council agenda
– so she was told
to include a simple
resolution acknowledging her years of
service. But the night
of the event, as the
chambers filled to
standing-room-only
capacity, Joan knew
she was in for more
than a resolution.
Coming around to
the “other side” of
the microphone, Joan
asked her daughter, Council clerks Denise Rosenbaum, center, and Aimee Pientka present Joan Kemper with a keepsake
son-in-law and two box filled with cards and photos from friends, colleagues and members of the community.
granddaughters to
join her as the public congratu- years of experience, I have never thing out because you’ve done Joan humbly acknowledged the
lations began.
had a two-page proclamation, so much.”
recognition. “I don’t know how
First up was Mayor Debbie and that’s just a reflection of
The parade of well-wishers to thank everyone that came
Sutherland, who read a lengthy everything that you’ve done,” continued, including State Rep. out on this cold night to think
proclamation – the longest in Mayor Sutherland remarked to Nan Baker, County Councilman of me,” Joan said. “There are
her time as mayor. “In my 15 Joan. “We didn’t want to cut any- Dave Greenspan, a represen- people from all the corners of
tative from U.S. Rep. Marcy my life here tonight. It means so
Kaptur’s office and messages much to me.”
from U.S. Senator Sherrod
After the excitement of
Brown and local and state the celebration subsided, Joan
municipal clerks associations. stated that she was “overDenise Rosenbaum and Aimee whelmed and grateful” about
Pientka presented Joan with the both the anniversary and the
keepsake box, filled with words event. She expressed her “appreof praise from near and far – a ciation to Paul Koomar, Denise
tribute to her warm, kind and Rosenbaum, my daughter, Jacendearing personality and the quie Chakirelis, and all the folks
positive effect she has had on who worked so hard to make my
so many.
evening so special.” She encourCouncilman Dwight Clark aged young people to become
summed up the feelings of interested in making public serall in the room, commend- vice their career.
ing Joan for “her unbridled
As reflected by Joan’s shinenthusiasm, her unparalleled ing example, a humble and
professionalism, her dignity, kind-hearted public servant can
her trust, her dependability touch the lives of many. 
[and] her honesty.”
Westlake Clerk of Council
Following the ceremony, Denise Rosenbaum and Bay
Joan Kemper, accompanied by her granddaughters, Nicole and Michelle, daughter Jacquie
which was punctuated by two Village Councilman Paul Vinand son-in-law Michael Chakirelis, is recognized with a proclamation by Mayor Debbie
extended standing ovations, cent contributed to this article.
Sutherland during the Jan. 26 city council meeting.

Free...Your Choice!

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition
1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in
Cleveland, Ohio
Mon. Feb. 2 Purification, B.V.M. Sung Mass 6:30 p.m.
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Kids, Teens
& Emergencies
Welcome!

Providing nourishing meals and
extended care and service to our
neighbors experiencing cancer.

Volunteer or donate call: (440)348-9401
or visit: ourvillageproject.com

Advertise in the Observer.
The favorite newspaper of
Bay Village & Westlake.

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com
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Westlake City Schools

by Tara wendell

T

he Westlake city school district is hoping that,
with a new approach, the third time will be the
charm. Following the defeat of two operating
levies in 2013, the Westlake Board of Education voted
Jan. 26 to place a 1 mill permanent improvement levy
on the May ballot. The move came after research and
a recommendation by members Thomas Mays and
John Finucane, who serve on the board’s audit/finance
subcommittee.
The vote was announced by Superintendent Geoff
Palmer during the district’s State of the Schools presentation on Jan. 27.
“Our permanent improvement levy is one that we
think takes some steps in addressing our long-range
needs,” Palmer told the audience of parents, residents
and school employees in the Parkside auditorium.
“This is a way for us to steady the ship. We need to look
at things longer term.”
Revenue generated from a permanent improvement (PI) levy is allocated only for improvements to
items with a useful life of five years or more. Such
capital expenditures include security and safety needs,
technology, building infrastructure, mechanical equipment and outdoor property maintenance. PI funds
would not be used for salaries, utilities or other daily
operating expenses.
The district currently finances both types of
expense out of the general operating fund. After the
two failed operating levies, the school board – with
input from Palmer, CFO/Treasurer Mark Pepera and
the 20/20 Vision Committee – decided to ask voters to
approve a separate fund for capital expenses.

“One of the crucial recommendations from
[the 20/20 Committee] was the school district
needs a dedicated revenue stream for capital
improvements,” Pepera said during the State
of the Schools address. “You can’t continue to
Band-Aid those improvements as they come up
each year from your operating funds.”
The last operating levy was passed in 2006,
and the district’s expenditures have outpaced
revenue since the 2011-2012 school year. Pepera
projects cash reserves, which are used to fill the
gap, will continue to decline unless the district
substantially changes how it operates or finds
a new source of revenue – either an operating
levy or alternative source of income.
“At this time, the best move for our district,
and what our immediate needs are, is to pursue
a small capital initiative which would help
relieve some pressure on the general fund,”
said Pepera. “It certainly will not take care of
our operational situation but will help in some
regard.”
The district expects the permanent
improvement levy to raise $1.36 million annually at the cost of $35 per year for the owner of
a $100,000 home.
The district has committed $500,000 for
capital improvements out of its general fund Superintendent Geoff Palmer highlights the district’s
this year, Palmer said. New construction of the cost-saving accomplishments during the State of the
middle and high school buildings have reduced Schools presentation on Jan. 27.
the need for improvement spending in recent years, $1.5 million range.
but that figure is expected to climb as the buildings
For more on the levy, district finances, and to view
age. Prior to the passage of the bond issue in May 2010, a video of the entire State of the Schools presentation,
capital expenditures averaged in the $1.3 million to visit the Westlake Schools website at wlake.org. 

WHS students recognized for art, writing
by Kim Bonvissuto

E

WHS senior Madeline Lee won Best of
Show and a Blue Ribbon for her entry in the
Cleveland Clinic eXpressions art program.

leven Westlake High School artists and writers were recently
selected for special recognition
through the Cleveland Clinic eXpressions art and writing programs.
WHS senior Madeline Lee won
Best of Show and a Blue Ribbon for
her artwork. Junior Brittany Donna
also won a Blue Ribbon.
For art, seniors Lucia Del Rincon
Martinez, Jennifer Juhas and Veronica
Pulling, and junior Sarah Meleragno,
earned Red Ribbon awards. Seniors
Caitlin O’Meara and Merlena Ward,
and junior Abbey Kay earned White
Ribbons. Senior Jessica Birkhimer
earned an Honorable Mention.

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

Freshman Rachel Zinram earned
a Red Ribbon in the writing program
for her poem inspired by a research
project on ADHD.
WHS art teacher Kelly Atkinson
and Madeline Lee spoke at the awards
presentation on Thursday, Jan. 29, at
7 p.m. at the Global center for Health
Innovation.
Launched in 2005 by the Cleveland Clinic Office of Government and
Community Relations’ Civic Education Department, eXpressions engages high school students – from across
Ohio and around the world – in the
creative exploration of science and
medicine. Through project-based,
peer-to-peer learning, participants
interpret research studies conducted

by Cleveland Clinic summer interns,
producing an extraordinary array of
science-inspired projects.
WHS senior Laura McDiarmid
was a 2014 Cleveland Clinic summer
intern in the Creative Learning program.
Last fall, 43 high schools from
across Northeast Ohio submitted
more than 1,200 art, language and
math projects. Of those, 94 entries
were awarded ribbons.
Award-winning work will be
featured in the 2015 eXpressions
catalogue and will be displayed in
the 2015 eXpressions Art, Language,
and Math eXhibition at the Global
Center for Health Innovation, Jan.
30-March 13. 

Now open in Westlake

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am
Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices
23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Achieve
More.
On Time.
On Budget.

Take your company to the next level.
Ty p e : our
C e n t u r yConsulting
Gothic
Through
Services for Startups,
Growing Businesses and Non-Profits.

KOVESDY
FA M I LY E Y E C A R E

Dr. Jeffrey D. Kovesdy
25125 Detroit Rd.
Westlawn Square,
Suite 100, Westlake
Call us for an
appointment today.

(440) 455-1160

Comprehensive medical and vision eye
examinations, contact lens fitting.
Large selection of designer eye wear!

Welcoming neW Patients
440.363.5800 www.parkeastgroupinc.com
1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake

Eyemed, Vision Service Plan (VSP), Medicare, and
most insurance accepted.

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2015 WBVO
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westlake Schools to try different angle with May levy
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Learn how to share
digital photos online
by Elaine Willis

L

earn how to share your digital photos on the internet using popular online services and apps, like
Picasa, Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram, Flickr,
YouTube and more in a digital photo series at Westlake
Porter Public Library.

The series starts on Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 7 p.m. with
Digital Photos Online, in which attendees will receive
an overview of all the online sharing options available
to them. Classes on Feb. 24, March 3 and March 10 will
explore some of those options in detail as follows:
• Tuesday, Feb. 24 (7-8:30 p.m.) Picasa – Learn how
Google’s Picasa lets you import photos, edit them, put
them in albums and share them on the web.
• Tuesday, March 3 (7-8:30 p.m.) Facebook Photo
Albums, Instagram and Snapchat – Learn how to
upload your photos to Facebook, “tag” your friends
and share them in albums. Also learn how to use

the popular mobile apps Instagram and Snapchat.
Prerequisites: Facebook account, and if you choose
to bring your mobile device, please have Instagram
and Snapchat installed on it.
• Tuesday, March 10 (7-8:30 p.m.) Flickr, YouTube and
More – Learn about the online photo sharing service Flickr, YouTube and more. Prerequisites: Yahoo!
account and Gmail or YouTube account. If you choose
to bring a mobile device, please have Flickr installed.
To register for any or all of these programs please
call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.westlakelibrary.
org:8080. 

observed around town

Westlake City Schools

Winter landscape by Doris Britton

Westlake Academic
Challenge teams
headed to nationals
by Kim Bonvissuto

W

Snow fencing adds to the unique winter scene at the Cahoon Memorial Park walking trail on this bright but cold
day in Bay Village.

Bridges at Clague Park by Carol Maat

estlake City Schools’ middle
and high school Academic
Challenge teams finished
in the Top 5 in the nation in an online
quiz competition, qualifying them for
the national competition.
The Westlake High School team
finished second in the nation out of
140 competing schools in the high
school 3-2-1 Questions Unlimited
online quiz competition. The high
school team ranks first in Ohio.
The Lee Burneson Middle School
team finished third in the nation out
of 66 competing middle schools in the
same tournament, qualifying them
for nationals for the second straight
year. The middle school team ranks
first in Ohio.
Both teams qualified for the
Questions Unlimited National Competitions in May for their respective
divisions. Both teams are advised by
John and Sandy Packis. 

Who contributes to
the Observer?
More than 700 community members
of all ages have joined in to share their
stories, photos and community events.

Can I participate?
YES! The Observer is open to all Bay

Snow-covered bridges and a partly frozen pond provide a tranquil setting for ducks and photographers alike.

Village and Westlake residents who
want to participate in sharing positive
news. It’s fun, easy and free to become
an Observer. Visit our website at
wbvobserver.com and click on Member
Center to sign up and be a part of this
growing community project!
Questions? Contact us at 440-409-0114
or email staff@wbvobserver.com.

WestlAke AnimAl HospitAl
Westlake Animal Hospital offers a wide We are American Animal Hospital Association
variety of veterinary services including (AAHA) accredited and offer an open door policy
(you have the option to be present for all procedures).
minimally invasive surgeries.

We are accepting new clients.

Westlake Animal Hospital offers evening and
Saturday appointments for your convenience.

27370 Center Ridge Road • 440-835-3800 • website: westlakeah.com • email: WestlakeAH@aol.com
More stories,
photos and
atforwww.wbvobserver.com
PLEASE
PROOFREAD.
WBVevents
Observer online
is not liable
errors after client approval ©2015 WBVO
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family observations

What’s on your mind?

Helicopter parent or slacker dad?

by Tak Sato

by RJ Johnson, pastor of Advent Westlake

W

hen it comes to understanding technology,
some questions never
get old. Although a little early for
spring cleaning, we are cleaning
out our mailbag today. Please keep
those questions coming as I will
try to answer you directly or in this
column!

What’s the difference between
“virus” and “malware”?

Although some people keep
the two separate, I like to think of
“virus” as a subset of the umbrella
term “malware.” The word malware is short for “malicious software” … and a virus certainly
falls under that category. They
are both something you want to
avoid becoming infected with. So
practicing good computer usage
habits while keeping anti-virus and
anti-malware software up-to-date
is recommended.

Should I leave the computer
on all the time or shut it down
when not in use?

There are two schools of
thought here. On one hand there
are people who recommend
leaving the computer on all the
time because the act of turning
on a computer is when the most
electrical current surges through
the system, putting stress to the
parts. The other side argues why
waste energy by leaving the computer turned on while not in use? I
leave my computer on all the time
because after a certain period of
inactivity it sleeps by itself, and
draws a minimal amount of electricity.

What do you think is the next
big thing in 2015?
The world seems to be looking closely to Apple’s interpretation
of a smartwatch. First it was the
phone, then the TV and a couple

years ago our wristwatch became
“smart.” I suspect this trend to
make any device smart will continue, perhaps even be accelerated,
as the next buzzword, “internet of
things,” mesmerizes the world –
just like “the cloud” did (which my
readers know is the internet).

What is the difference between
Windows Explorer and Internet
Explorer?

If you think of your Windows
computer as a cavernous filing
cabinet with intelligence, Windows
Explorer is like a looking glass into
your computer so you can find
your documents and pictures
that you filed away. “Finder” is the
Apple OSX equivalent. If Windows
Explorer and Finder were looking glasses into your computer,
Internet Explorer is your looking glass into the internet so you
can visit the websites you like. It
belongs in the application category
called “browsers.” While Internet
Explorer is made by Microsoft,
other browsers include Chrome
(Google), Firefox (Mozilla Foundation), and Safari (Apple). Isn’t it
nice to have choices?

How much should I pay for a
new computer in 2015?

Computers, and electronics
in general, are commodities; they
are like fruits with a shelf life due
to built-in obsolescence. If I make
an assumption that you use your
computer for basic needs I’ve seen
decently configured computers on
clearance for under $400 this past
month. Remember that you have
to think holistically when buying
a new computer so additionally budget for a monitor, backup
device, printer, software and other
peripherals you may need. 
Have a question for Tak about
computers, software or other technology? Send it to editor@wbvobserver.com.

Tri-C Westshore Campus hosts
visitation day on Presidents Day

T

he Westshore Campus of Cuyahoga Community College will host
a Campus Visitation Day on Presidents Day, Monday, Feb. 16.
The open house provides prospective students with an opportunity to discuss academic programs with faculty and counselors; learn
more about enrollment, financial aid and scholarships; explore student
services; and tour the facilities.
Visitation Day hours extend from 10-11:30 a.m. and 2-3:30 p.m. at
the campus, 31001 Clemens Road in Westlake. This free event is open to
the public and parking is available. For more information or to register
for the event, visit tri-c.edu/campusvisitation. 

A

ccording to Merriam-Webster, the
term “helicopter parent” was coined in
1989. Helicopter parents demonstrate
an overprotective or excessive interest in the
lives of their children. No one wants to be a
helicopter parent. If you doubt that, go to the
next PTA meeting, and ask one of the parents
if they think they are a helicopter parent.
Then run.
The question is: what constitutes overprotective or excessive? Some people are
fortunate enough to have a toddler to whom
they can give a box of blocks, and the little
guy will happily entertain himself for hours.
Others have toddlers that will ignore the
blocks and go on a quest for something
more dangerous. My son was the latter type.
We did put child-proof cabinet latches
on all of the kitchen cabinets. It took me several hours to put them on. It took him several minutes to figure out how they worked.
I thought about writing to the manufacturer
about their defective product, but was too
afraid they would think I was the one thing
worse than a helicopter dad. They might
think I was a slacker dad.
He was the child you could not turn
your back on for a moment. Once, he wandered out of the kitchen while I was putting
away the last dishes from the dishwasher.
I closed the cabinet door and walked into
the hallway, where he was coming out of
the bathroom with a bottle of hand sanitizer. He had unscrewed the lid and was
saying, “Yuck!”

league of women voters

LWV to host spring forums on
municipal, school financing
by Conda Boyd

T

he Bay Village Chapter of the League
of Women Voters-Greater Cleveland
is pleased to announce three forums
on city and school finances this spring. Each
forum will feature a panel discussion, followed by questions and answers.
The first forum, History and Trends, will
feature David Miller, CWRU Mandel School
associate professor and South Euclid City
Council president, Bay Village City Finance
Director Renee Mahoney, and Bay Village
Schools Treasurer Kevin Robertson. The panelists will talk about the history and current
state of funding for our schools and city, along
with the near-term outlook. Please come
Wednesday, Feb. 25, 7:30-9 p.m., in the Bay
Middle School cafeteria, 27725 Wolf Road.
In the second forum, Trends and Options,

ASSOCIATES, INC.

skill + integrity in graphic design
440.409.0119 | dw@wendelldesign.com

COUNCIL OF
INTERNATIONAL
PROGRAMS

COOPERATIVE

Bay Village Mayor Deborah Sutherland and
Superintendent Clint Keener will pick up
the theme of trends and discuss what their
crystal balls reveal about the long-term big
picture. Cutting services, raising revenue, and
increasing efficiency are among the options
to meet the challenges ahead. Join us on
March 25, 7:30 p.m., again in Bay Middle
School’s cafeteria.
The third forum, Tax Abatements, will
focus on one means to attract new businesses and housing. Robert Simons, CSU urban
affairs professor, will discuss the theory of tax
abatements and how they affect cities and
schools differentially. Mayors Eileen Patton
of Fairview Park and Dennis Clough of Westlake will discuss their cities’ experiences with
abatements. This final panel will be held April
29, 7:30 p.m., at the Dwyer Senior Center, 300
Bryson Lane, Bay Village. 

wendell design communications

Does your corporate identity need a refresh?
You know us by our work.

ORTHOPAEDIC

I grabbed the bottle in a panic and asked,
“Did you drink this?”
His face scrunched up as he started to
cry.
“I’m not mad. I’m not mad,” I repeated,
trying to keep him calm.
I picked him up and went to the phone
to dial 1-800-222-1222. If you don’t know it by
heart, that’s the number for poison control.
“What brand of hand sanitizer is it?”
asked the expert.
I gave her the name.
“How much did he drink?” she asked.
I looked at the bottle. “Maybe an ounce
or two,” I said.
“It should be fine,” she said. “If he drank
more, it could be dangerous, but the worst
that will happen is he might seem a little
intoxicated.”
“It’s not even noon yet,” I sighed.
“It is somewhere,” she said with a
chuckle.
It took a moment to figure out that she
was making a joke about drinking before
noon. I was just wondering how I was going
to keep him safe until nap time.
What is overprotective or excessive?
Before I had children, I could have told you.
Now, I’m not so sure. If you see someone you
think might be a slacker dad, consider that he
might have one of those children who is satisfied with a box of blocks. If you see someone
who might be a helicopter parent, he might
simply be doing his best to keep the kids alive
until nap time.
(Note: If your child consumes hand sanitizer, call poison control immediately. Some
sanitizers are extremely toxic.) 

Preferred
Compounding
Preferred performs.You achieve.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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westlake historical society

Setting My Valentine Free
by Jeff Bing
It was just barely over a year ago,
When my true love came to me,
And said, “This relationship stinks, you know,
So I demand that you set me free.”
The revelation sent me to depths quite low,
My tearful reply: “I see.”
Not willing to give up so quickly was I,
Stubbornness – a big part of me.
Though adamant on her part in saying, “Good-bye,”
I would somehow get her to see.
Then convince her to give us just one more try,
And she would then be mine, hopefully.
I showered her with flowers and gifts galore,
For never could my heart be scarred.
“I shall love you forever,” I tried to implore,
“Loving me back is not all that hard.”
Yet she reiterated, “It is you I abhor,”
While she spent my Ann Taylor gift card.
Undaunted, for this was the love of my life,
No one else would ever do.
Somehow, some way, I would make her my wife,
For my love was so deep, so true.
Yet her words still pierced like a Cutco knife,
When she shouted out, “I hate you.”
Though staggered and hurt, I would not be denied,
For I still had an ace up my sleeve.
I would take her to the place where we both
once cried,
“From each other we will never leave.”
And then once this salve of love was applied,
She’d love me – or so I chose to believe.
We went to the place called Kerrigan’s Bluff,
On the platform which spanned the ridge.
Her stance was firm; this would indeed be tough,
For she wouldn’t budge – not even a smidge.
So I finally said, “Enough is enough,”
And – Oh, no – looks like she fell off the bridge...
I look back fondly upon our happier days,
When it wasn’t me my love was dissing.
I smile when I think of the various ways,
We shared our love – and all the kissing.
But the last year’s been great, and though I pray 		
the joy stays,
Maybe it’s time to report that she’s missing.

Historical society
offers Valentine’s Day
wedding ceremonies
by Lysa Stanton

V

alentine’s Day is quickly approaching, and the
Westlake Historical Society is celebrating by offering weddings and renewals of vows at the historic
Clague House Museum (1371 Clague Road, Westlake). The
museum, built in 1876 and listed on National Register of
Historic Places, is the former home of the Clague family.
The society provides a beautiful setting, a licensed
officiant, wedding cupcakes, and a wedding photo. Couples wishing to reserve a time can contact the historical
society at 440-808-1961.
The suggested donation is $50 per couple. Funds
raised help support museum preservation costs.
Weddings can be scheduled throughout the
year as well. 

PHOTO BY DENNY WENDELL
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A collection of period wedding dresses
on display at the Clague House Museum.

Enjoying the moment of a wedding ceremony
by Sharon Fedor

A

wedding, any way you slice it, is a BIG
deal! Not just for the bride and groom, but
also the parents, children in the case of a
second or third marriage, siblings, friends, cousins, and exes. Even pets feel the difference when a
new person is feeding them, or snuggled into that
cozy spot that used to be theirs.
It’s life changing, no doubt. So much to consider and prepare, where to have it, and when,
who to invite, how to not invite certain people
without offending, what to serve, how traditional
the ceremony should be, where to honeymoon,
how many bridesmaids, and the dress, oh my,
yes, the dress!
Before Bridezilla makes an appearance,
amidst all the shopping, chaos and hoopla, stop
a moment, and consider what’s most important
– the sacredness of this union. The visual of the
dress will be lovely, the smell of the bouquets will
linger, but what you and your guests will feel is the
impact, the deep feeling, the Spirit-filled sacredness of the ceremony. Many couples, when they
arrive for the ceremony, are so worried about all
of the details, they are so wrapped in stress, they
are not in the moment, not truly present for their

own wedding ceremony.
Rev. Joanne Rowden, minister of Unity
Spiritual Center Westlake, has some relaxation
tips for the bride and groom. First tip: breathe,
breathe deeply, a gush of oxygen will flow to the
brain, and both of you will feel calmer, and plant
you firmly in the present moment. Second,
remember there is no perfection, except in the
imperfection, and the quirky things that go
wrong will keep you laughing and talking for
years. Third, let go of the fear that a show of real
emotions will look inappropriate. Relax, cry,
laugh and trust. Whatever arises from within
you will simply be a reflection of your own
unique self showing up for this moment of commitment, connection and love. Feel all of the
emotions, allow all the feelings. The moment
will pass so quickly.
Rev. Rowden performs meaningful and sacred
ceremonies of all sizes, joining two hearts as one at
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Road. Unity
offers smaller outdoor wedding ceremonies in the
meditation garden and intimate ceremonies in the
Chapel, which looks over the meditation garden
and seats 25. For splendid and large, the Sanctuary
has theatre seating for 300. Visit unityspiritualcenter.com; click the wedding tab. 

by Katie Bly, Alyssa Hopson and
Emily Wander

M

rs. Thomas’ third-grade class at
Westerly School in Bay Village
recently made dog bones and
collected items for the Cleveland Animal
Protective League. We started a business to
learn about economics.
We are all in the economy. We became
producers by making the dog bones at
school. Our market was the kids, teachers
and staff at Westerly. Our price was $1.50 for
two dog bones. The kids in our class specialized by making some posters, announcements and writing this article. This was our
advertising.
On Dec. 12, we made our dog bones.

We split up in different groups. We each
made several dozen barbeque dog bones.
The week after that we packaged them in
zip-top bags with labels. We had 344 orders
– that means we baked over 688 dog bones!
We then delivered them wearing our Weston
Woof T-shirts. We also collected 74 dog and
cat food items, 57 animal toys and 22 supplies for the APL.
After the sale, we counted the money
and donated $238.62 to the APL and $150 to
Guiding Eyes for the Blind. Four of us went to
the APL to give the check and the donations.
We got to see all the animals and go behind
the scenes there. We got to feed the dogs
some treats. We even saw a litter of pitbulls.
They were so cute. We are glad our money
and donations will help these dogs. 

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westerly students learn about
economics while helping animals

Charles, Nicolas, Emily and Katie deliver the supplies and check
to the Animal Protective League.
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A Bay Village Neighborhood Story: Prutton’s Pond
by Kay Laughlin

Some of the neighbors who spent time on the pond include John (Butch) and Larry
Eungard, Jack Barber, Wayne and Ron Fanta, Noel Chamberlain and many more.
Life happens fast and memory fades. Today, the property at the corner of Naigle
and Bradley has been broken up into lots by developers. The back property on the
west side of the creek sold first. Today the pond and creek have been covered over
and new houses stand where the garden patch once stood. 

D

o you remember Prutton’s Pond on Bradley Road?
On May 9, 1835, Thomas Powell of Olean, New York, came to Dover
Township. He purchased 80 acres of Lot #81 from Nehemiah Hubbard on
the west side of Bradley Road. On the south end of the property, Thomas built a saw
mill on Porter Creek.
Let’s jump ahead 100 years to 1944 when the James Prutton family
purchased the property at 632 Bradley Road. The Pruttons owned six-anda-half acres of Thomas Powell’s original 80 acres. Their frontage was 305
feet on Bradley Road by 1100 feet west on Naigle Road, having purchased
the adjoining fields for back taxes. On the property was a single lath house
minus plumbing, Porter Creek and the old foundation from the sawmill
and dam.
Jim, Dad Prutton, a farmer at heart, reinforced the dam, dredged
the pond, added fish to the “Pot,” planted a fruit orchard and small
vineyard west of the creek, and grew a variety of crops every year. The
Pruttons raised Cocker Spaniels, chickens, ducks, geese, and had bee
hives. In the spring they gathered wild strawberries, asparagus and
elderberries.
The creek had mink, muskrat, snapping and painted pond turtles,
frogs, blue and black dragonflies, and at least one big carp they could never
Prutton’s Pond in winter.
catch. Jim, an electrical engineer, and Katherine, a teacher in Westlake,
had three children: Dorothy,
Nancy and Jim. The house was
modernized and over the years
three additions appeared. They
lived there for 53 years.
It was the pond that gathered the neighborhood children
to the Prutton house.
In the summer it was all
about water sports, like fishing
and using the top of an old car for
a boat. In the winter the pond
was frozen over and everyone
ice skated on the pond and up This photo from the 1890s shows the sawmill on the corner
and down the creek. Son Jim of Bradley and Naigle roads.
remembers his dad taking the
farm tractor out on the pond and the ice breaking. He also recalled camping
with Noel Chamberlain near the pond by the apple tree and listening to the
noisy bull frogs. Noel climbed the Black Willow tree and fell out. Jim was
impressed that Noel survived!
Dorothy recalls that the car top used as a boat to pole around the pond
was from a 1935 Oldsmobile. She remembers Gersh Barber got permission
from her dad to have a skating party on the pond with his classmates.
Over the years many have enjoyed Prutton’s Pond. It is a fond memory for the
Prutton family and the Bay children who grew up around the southwest corner.

The Prutton house at 632 Bradley Road in 1946.

Actual
Spectrum
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Life with...

30655 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145

Lamp Repair
Starting At

security

$19.95

440-641-0407

15% Discount on Lamp Shades
when you bring your
lamp base for proper fitting.
(Discount not available without base)
Expires March 3, 2015. Limit 1 Item per Person.
All Previous Sales Excluded. Valid only with coupon.

Lamps • Shades
Home Furnishings
Accessories
Light Bulbs
HOURS:
Mon, Fri, Sat
10am-6pm
Tue, Thur 10am-9pm
Sun 12pm-5pm
Wed-Closed

HUGE SELECTION! • Over 300 Lamps In Stock! • www.whitmerslighting.com

There’s comfort in knowing we’re
here to help and are always nearby.
440.580.4882

We offer respite
stays for your loved
ones while you are
on vacation

27569 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145
GardensAtWestlake.com

Build a Love for Lifelong Learning at WCA
with Classical Christian Education!
440-641-0407
Open House for K-8
Saturday, February 21, 1 - 4 pm

Meet Teachers



Tour



Special Presentations



FunZone (Ages 3-12)

Westside Christian Academy, 23096 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake, OH 44145 westsideacademy.org 440-331-1300

Assisted Living |Transitional Memory Care
A SPECTRUM RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

GW Westlake Bay Village 2 5 19 15
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Westlake porter Public Library

Upcoming events
at Westlake Porter Public Library
by Elaine Willis

or by phone, 440-250-5563.

Wednesday, Feb. 4 (10:15 & 11 a.m.)
Let’s Sing and Dance! – Sing and

Saturday, Feb. 7 (9:30-10:15 a.m.)
Toddlers Rock! – Use your imagina-

move to the music with Miss Nancy! For
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Please
arrive early to receive a ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, Feb. 4 (1-2:30 p.m.)
Cuyahoga West Genealogical
Society – Drop-in session for genealogy help.

Wednesday, Feb. 4 (4-5:30 p.m.)
Bow Wow Books – Stop by the Youth
Services Department each Wednesday
and sign your child up for a 10-minute
reading time with a reading therapy dog!
Bring your own book or choose one of
ours. Registration begins each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 5 - Sunday, Feb. 8 –
Friends’ Annual Book Sale – Get
bargains on used books (fiction and nonfiction, titles for all ages), books-on-CD,
DVDs, and CDs! Days and times are:
Feb. 5, 9:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; Feb. 6, 9:30
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Feb. 7: Half-price sale,
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Feb. 8: $2 Bag Sale,
1:15-4:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 5 (11 a.m.-noon) SNAP
– Valentine’s Party – Celebrate St.
Valentine’s Day with games, music and
activities at our party for adults with
developmental disabilities and a caregiver, if needed. Please register. Registration for the caregiver is not necessary.

Friday, Feb. 6 (basics: 10 and 11:30
a.m.; advanced: 1 p.m.) Teach Me to
Play – For children 3-6 years old. Join
us for a play-based program designed
to model and teach parents/caregivers
strategies to improve their child’s social
interactions, facilitate communication,
and manage behavior in a positive way.
This program is designed for children
who need help with communication and
social skills. It is led by an early intervention specialist in behavior from the
Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities. You must RSVP to
attend, online at connectingforkids.org

tion to create your very own drum, jingle
bell bracelet, and shaker. Then we will
move our feet and dance to the beat with
our new instruments! Ages 3-5. Please
register.

Valentine’s Day in the Youth Services
Department by making a fun craft out
of Conversation Hearts. No registration
required. For children of all ages.

Wednesday, Feb. 11 (10:15 & 11 a.m.)
Let’s Sing and Dance! – See the Feb.

Saturday, Feb. 14 (3-5 p.m.) Whovian Haven (Dr. Who Club) – Who-

4 listing.

vian Haven is a place for Who-vians to get
together, watch episodes of Doctor Who,
and talk about Doctor Who and all other
Timey-Wimey things. Grades 5-12. Please
register starting Feb. 7.

Wednesday, Feb. 11 (4-5:30 p.m.)
Bow Wow Books – See the Feb. 4
listing.

Wednesday, Feb. 11 (7-8 p.m.) Candy
Mosaics – Use sweet treats to craft delicious 3D art to hang in your room or give
as a gift to a friend! For grades 4-7. Please
register.

and accessories for a fun morning of
play! For kids ages 6-12 only. Please, no
younger siblings. Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 12 (7 p.m.) Non-Fiction Book Discussion – The Feb-

Saturday, Feb. 7 (2-2:30 p.m.) Brick
Builders Club – Bring your ideas and

ruary selection is “Girls of Murder City:
Fame, Lust, and the Beautiful Killers” by
Douglas Perry.

imagination to the club! All bricks provided. Ages 6-12. No registration required.

Friday, Feb. 13 and Saturday, Feb. 14
– Music Therapy & More – Join us as

Saturday, Feb. 7 (3:30-5 p.m.) Sweet
and Silly Valentine’s Party!
– We’ll teach you how to make some

to play the game) through WPPL’s Chess
Club. The club is recommended for kids
ages 6+. If you have a chess set, please
bring it.

we play instruments, sing, move to music
and discuss how to carry over the music
therapy experiences into the home. This
program is led by a board certified music
therapist and geared toward children
struggling in an area of development.
You must RSVP to attend, call 440-2505563 or visit www.connectingforkids.org.
Sessions are as follows: Feb. 13: Family
Session, 9:30 a.m.; Toddler Session, 10:30
a.m.; Preschool Session, 11:30 a.m. Feb.
14: Family Session, 9:30 a.m.; Preschool
Session: 10:30 a.m.

Monday, Feb. 9 (3:45-5:30 p.m.) Teen
Lounge – Need a place to hang out after

Friday, Feb. 13 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) iPad
Users Group – Listen to a brief iPad

simple, creative valentines to keep or give
away, create some sweet candy jewelry,
and play some fun games! For ages 8-12.
Please register.

Sunday, Feb. 8 (2-4 p.m.) Chess Club
– Hone your chess skills (or learn how

school? Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge on
Monday afternoons! We’ve got computers, video games, board games, snacks
and more! Grades 7-12.

topic then share talk and share tips and
techniques with other iPad users. Must
bring your iPad with you. Registration
required.

Tuesday, Feb. 10 (10 a.m.-noon)
Writing to Employers – Learn how

Friday, Feb. 13 (4-5 p.m.) House of
Readers – Participate in reading dis-

to write effective cover letters, marketing
letters, follow-up letters and more.

Tuesday, Feb. 10 (1-2 p.m.) Android
Tablet Group: Accessing Settings – Must bring your Android-based
tablet with you. Explore how to access
wireless, sound and display settings on
your Android tablet. Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 10 (7 p.m.) Tuesday
Evening Book Discussion – In
February we’ll discuss “Burial Rites” by
Hannah Kent.

ocal author Marty Gitlin
will lead guests on a walk
down memory lane during
two upcoming programs at Westlake Porter Public Library. The
programs will be based on his
books “Great American Cereal
Book” (Feb. 7 from 1-2 p.m.)
and “The Greatest Sitcoms of All
Time” (Feb. 9 from 7-8:15 p.m.)
In “A Snap, Crackle, Pop Culture Afternoon with Author Marty Gitlin,” the author will share vintage commercials to talk about breakfast cereals, going back to 1863.
In “The Greatest Sitcoms of All Time,” Gitlin will discuss America’s
premier sitcoms from the birth of television to today. Books will be
available for purchase and signing following each program.
To register for either program please visit signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080 or call 440-871-2600. 

cussions, crafts and more in this book
club for children in grades 1-3 with special needs and their typical peers. Registration begins Feb. 6.

Saturday, Feb. 14 (10–11 a.m.)
Android Tablet Group: Accessing Settings – See the Feb. 10 listing.
Saturday, Feb. 14 (10:30-11 a.m.)
Mother Goose on the Loose! –
An interactive storytime featuring simple
books, rhymes, songs and movement.
For ages birth-3 with an adult caregiver.

Learn how to
make ‘squishy
circuits’

L

earn how to make
“squishy circuits,” fun
electric circuits using
specially-made conductive
play dough, at Westlake Porter
Public Library on Wednesday,
Feb. 18, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The
program is part of the library’s
monthly Maker Club Emerging
Technology Program, which
explores Maker Movement
projects.
To register for this program, please visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080 or call
440-871-2600. 

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Saturday, Feb. 14 (2-3 p.m.) Valentine’s Carry Out Craft – Celebrate

ert will review your legal rights at school
when addressing your child’s disabilities.
Please register.

Saturday, Feb. 7 (10:30-11:30 a.m.)
Pokemon League – Bring your cards

Get nostalgic with local author
Marty Gitlin

L

Tuesday, Feb. 10 (7-8 p.m.) Special Education Laws and Your
Child’s Rights – Attorney Lynn Seif-

Sunday, Feb. 15 (2-3 p.m.) Friends’
Sunday Sounds: “Rock the
Library” – Join us for acoustical guitar
soft rock by Victor Samalot.

Sunday, Feb. 15 (2-3 p.m.) American
Girl Doll Club: Isabelle – Join us
for a discussion about Isabelle, the 2014
Girl of the Year, who discovers a unique
talent to call her very own. We will also
be creating a fashion notebook to take
home. For ages 6-11. Registration begins
Feb. 8.

Sunday, Feb. 15 (2-4 p.m.) Chess
Club – See the Feb. 8 listing.
Monday, Feb. 16 (2-4 p.m.) Movies
@ Your Library! – Join us for a movie
matinee in which Alexander’s day starts
out bad and gets worse. After getting little
sympathy from his family he begins to
wonder if bad things only happen to him
– but then his family all find themselves
living through a very bad day of their
own. (Rated PG). Based on availability;
movie title may change without notice.
Children under age 9 must be accompanied by an adult. Registration begins
Feb. 9.

Monday, Feb. 16 (7-8:30 p.m.) Investors’ Interest Group: Costly IRA
Mistakes to Avoid – IRAs are among
the most popular ways to save for retirement, but because there are so many
complex rules and regulations it’s easy
to make costly mistakes. Learn some of
the most commonly made mistakes and
how to avoid them. Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 17 (10 a.m.-noon) Keys
to Finding Hidden Jobs – Learn
what research is needed to learn about
positions before they’re advertised and
how to do it to find the best job for you.
To register for any of the programs,
please call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

Investment and business
programs at Porter Library

L

earn how to avoid making mistakes with your IRA
and how to market your business during the February
Investors’ Interest Group and Small Busine$$ Lunch &
Learn programs at Westlake Porter Public Library.
In the Investors’ Interest Group on Monday, Feb. 16,
7-8:30 p.m., investors will learn about “Costly IRA Mistakes
to Avoid.”IRAs are among the most popular ways to save for
retirement, but because there are so many complex rules and
regulations it’s easy to make costly mistakes. Learn some of
the most commonly made mistakes and how to avoid them.
On Thursday, Feb. 19, noon-1:30 p.m., attendees of the
“Small Busine$$ Lunch & Learn” program will learn about
marketing. Learn how to perform market research, decide
what marketing approach is best for your business, and
develop and execute your plan. Bring your lunch; coffee
will be provided.
To register for either program, please visit signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080 or call 440-871-2600. 
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Administrators discuss state of Bay schools
by Tara Wendell

of the entire program will be available
on the Bay Schools website, bayvillageschools.com.
ATHLETICS/ACTIVITIES
Bay High School football coach Ron
Rutt and soccer coach Bob Dougherty
discussed their teams’ successes this past
season. Matt Spellman, activities/athletics director, lauded student participation, with 70 percent of students involved
in sports and 60 percent in music. The
district will join the Great Lakes Conference in the fall.
CLASSROOM PERFORMANCE
Under the new Ohio Report Card
system, districts are assigned letter
grades representing their performance

related to expected growth. A “C” grade
indicates performance that meets state
he Bay Village Kiwanis hosted
expectations. Bay Schools were awardBay Village Schools administraed five A’s, two B’s and two C’s. Marty
tors for the district’s annual State
Patton, assistant superintendent for
of the Schools presentation Jan. 20 in
special services, praised the district’s
the middle school cafeteria. The prospecial needs educators whose stugram offers the public an overview of
dents’ progress exceeded the expected
the past year’s achievements, as well
growth.
as a look at plans for the coming year.
Char Shryock, director of curricuIn a departure from the standard
lum, explained the state assessments for
lecture format, the evening featured
the new Common Core learning stanSuperintendent Clint Keener interviewdards that will begin this year. The new
ing coaches, principals and department
tests will be more difficult and require a
heads on topics ranging from athletics
deeper mastery of the material.
to curriculum to infrastructure.
SCHOOL INITIATIVES
Selected highlights follow; a video
Bay High principal Jason Martin
discussed the graduation tests that will
require students starting with the class of
2018 to demonstrate
college or career readiness. Post-graduation
preparation options
available to students
include: College Credit
Plus, a partnership
with Tri-C that allows
students to enroll in
and receive credit for
college-level courses;
and Career Ready,
which offers students
the ability to achieve
industr y-accepted
credentials in the
technical field of their
choice.
Dan Sebring,
principal at Normandy School, talked
about the statewide
Superintendent Clint Keener, left, leads a panel discussion with treasurer Kevin Robertson,
3rd Grade Reading
center, and assistant superintendent for operations Daryl Stumph at Bay Middle School.

T

New technology at St. Paul Lutheran School
by Tom Drellishak and Barb Nicholl

W

estlake’s St. Paul Lutheran School is upgrading their
technology by offering a new initiative to some of
their students this February. Chromebooks will
be given to each fifth- and sixth-grade student to be used
through the eighth grade. Upon graduation, the laptops will
be theirs to keep.
Each year going forward, Chromebooks will be issued
to each student upon entering the fifth grade. The Chrome-

books will be used to access the latest education curriculum,
applications and textbooks. Teachers and students can collaborate on homework and learning after the last bell.
These lightweight mobile units are very user friendly. All
the students need to do is hit the power button, sign in and be
productive in seconds. Long battery life means Chromebooks
last an entire school day. In addition to the Chromebooks,
St. Paul has installed a lightning fast fiber internet connection. This connection will allow students and teachers instant
access to content. 
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Guarantee and early literacy initiatives
at the school. The popular One School
One Book program, which Sebring introduced last year, will expand to Westerly
this year as part of the effort to unite the
two elementary schools.
Bay Middle School is encouraging
students to make positive choices. Assistant principal Kevin Jakub discussed the
student and parent education programs
involving drug use and bullying.
FINANCES
In his first year on the job, treasurer Kevin Robertson feels the district
is on solid financial footing. Property
valuation is a strength, with high overall values providing a buffer against
fluctuating state revenue. Robertson
indicated that funding is also a challenge; as at least 95 percent of the city’s
property is residential, homeowners
bear the tax burden.
The last operating levy was
approved by voters in 2010; Superintendent Keener stated there is no intention to place an issue on the November
2015 ballot. The district recently purchased at auction property adjacent to
Westerly. There are no immediate plans
for the site.
INFRASTRUCTURE
The district has performed a
number of building upgrades under the
current bond issue, which have come
in a little under budget and are covered
extensively on the district website. Daryl
Stumph, assistant superintendent for
operations, said upcoming projects
include parking lot paving at Normandy,
Westerly and BHS; flooring, ceiling and
light replacements; HVAC upgrades; and
upgrades to the BHS cafeteria. 
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27229 Wolf Rd., Bay Village
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www.BayLanesBowl.com

440-871-0911
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senior living

E

very once in a while you run across
someone who does their job so well,
and with such exuberance, that you
find yourself asking, “How did I get so lucky
as to have this individual enter my life”? Such
is the case with postal carrier Tom Mrvetz!
Since the very first day he walked
through the doors of the Knickerbocker
Apartments, the residents have been overwhelmed by his kindness and warm friendship.
Tom is quick with a smile, always has a
funny joke at the ready, and seems to go out
of his way to spread joy to all he comes in
contact with. It is not uncommon for residents to wait in the lobby just to have a quick

O

ne of the former rehab
residents of O’Neill
Healthcare Bay Village
has found an excuse to keep
returning on a regular basis. Al
Fuller, a jazz enthusiast and sax
player, has found the perfect
location for band practice.
Every second and fourth

Thursday, from 7 to 9 p.m., you
will find the 16-piece M2B2
Band in the main dining room
of the facility, playing big band
music. M2B2 – or the Martinez
Memorial Big Band – named in
honor of a former band member,
has been making music together
for six years. The residents are
enjoying the “concerts” and we
welcome guests to stop in and
enjoy the music. 

Antiques show
highlights quilts
by Darin Snyder

F

or the past few years the Bay Village Women’s Club Antiques Show
has spotlighted specific antique
collections. Last year it was trains and
this year we will display a number of
quilts at our show, Saturday and Sunday,
Feb. 14 and 15, at Bay High School.
Quilts go back many years; they can
be found in ancient Egypt. The word
quilt comes from the Latin meaning a
stuffed sack. The quilt we know is a cloth
sandwich with a decorated top, a filler in
the middle and another piece of fabric
on the back. One of the quilts we will be
showing has feed sacks for backing.

The residents of the Knickerbocker Apartments in Bay Village with a
love note to their postman, signed by all.

Members of the M2B2 Band perform at O’Neill Healthcare Bay Village.

families. They
made blankets,
but when they
wore out they
would patch
them. They also
used old blankets between
two blankets for
warmth, not only
for the family but
to put up in front
of windows and
These antique quilts, most from the early 1900s, will be
doors to keep
among those on display at the Bay Village Women’s Club
out the drafts.
Antiques Show Feb. 14-15.
Between
Patchwork quilts come in three types, 1750 and 1850 fabrics were being manuplain or whole cloth, appliqué quilts and factured, thus freeing women from
pieced or patchwork. From our stand- making their own yarns and fabric. In
point we look to the quilt history here in the 100 years that followed, thousands of
the United States. The women were busy quilts were made and a number of them
spinning, weaving and sewing for their are preserved today in quilt museums
Photo by Darin Snyder

All That Jazz

interaction with him.
With more than 168 apartments and
regular changes in names and addresses,
Tom is able to adjust with flawless precision
and goes out of his way to follow through
with the smallest of details in order to make
sure service is uninterrupted and important
information is delivered without error. This
is very important when the correct delivery
of some mail makes all the difference with
regard to purchasing vital medicine or groceries.
As a gesture of gratitude for all Tom has
done, the residents held a small reception in
his honor to personally thank this generous,
thoughtful, compassionate and delightful
mail carrier for delivering his brand of awesome every time he walks in the door! 

Photo by Eve Wilhelmi

by Anne Naumann

Photo by ANNE NAUMANN

Senior citizens send love note to their postman

across the country.
Locally there are quilt guilds as well
as small quilt groups in churches, various clubs and senior centers. The North
Coast Needlers are one local group, and
will hold their semi-annual quilt show on
April 10 and 11 at Westlake High School.
Two quilts hang at the Bay Village Senior
Center. One is an appliquéd quilt that
was made in 1976 to celebrate our country’s bicentennial, and a second is a blue
work and patched quilt which celebrated
Bay Village’s 200 years. In addition some
quilters meet weekly to hand quilt items,
with the money they receive going to
charity.
The Bay Women’s Club Antiques
Show will be exhibiting a number of different quilts made by one of our member’s grandmothers from Pennsylvania
and New Jersey and quilts from the early
Bay Village family, the Aldriches. 

The Bay Village Women’s Club Foundation

Antiques Show

& Antique Quilt Display
Fundraiser at

Bay High School
29230 Wolf Road
$5 Donation

for Scholarship Fund

Sat. Feb. 14 10 am - 5 pm
Sun. Feb. 15 11 am - 4 pm
Free Appraisals 1-3 pm

Limit 1 item each day
Sat. - Jewelry • Sun. - Antiques

www.BayWomensClub.org • 440-334-7539
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27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village | (440) 871-3234 | KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable
24 Hour Emergency Service

Live-In Manager
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arts & entertainment

BAYarts announces farmers
market coming in June 2015
by Pam Mills
Beginning in June, BAYarts Farm &
Art Market will feature locally grown food
and local art. The market will be held
every Thursday throughout the summer
on the front lawn of the campus. Market
hours are 5-8 p.m., making it a convenient
stop for commuters, park visitors, theater
goers and BAYarts students. BAYarts shop
and galleries will be open and Vento will
feature live music on the patio. And it all
wraps up in time to catch the sunset on
Huntington Beach.

The market is in response to the
growing demand for local food and art
across northeast Ohio. BAYarts reputation
as the west side destination for local art,
both in the year-round shop and at the
Annual Art & Music Festival, combined
with its beautiful location in Huntington
Reservation, makes it an ideal location
for farmers and local artisans to sell their
goods. Watch for updates in BAYarts newsletters and the Observer.
Interested vendors should contact
Pam@bayarts.net for application and
details. 

Huntington Playhouse
preps for 2015 season
by Tom Meyrose

T

he Huntington Playhouse season
doesn’t start for a while but there
is still a lot of activity taking
place in preparation of the 2015 season
which starts on June 4 with a production of the musical revue “My Way … A
Musical Tribute to Frank Sinatra.”
The season will include “The Producers,” “Boeing, Boeing,” “Death By
Design,” “The Addams Family” and a
holiday show. Currently the theatre is
offering an opening night subscription
package with substantial discounts
available to new subscribers.
The theatre is also preparing to
host the Willow Arts Center music
recital in March followed by the St.
Raphael middle school drama group
doing a production in mid-March.
Other events in the 2015 season will
include the return of Apollo’s Fire in

June, and youth theatre classes during
the summer and fall.
Huntington Playhouse is available
to groups who wish to use the theatre
for fundraising purposes. The Kiwanis
Club of Bay Village, Bay Village Community Band, and the Lake Erie Nature
and Science Center have already
reserved performances and there are
still excellent dates available for more
groups to get involved. Information is
available for those interested.
Volunteers are a vital part the
organization. Help is needed with
ushering, box office, set construction
and backstage help. No experience
is needed and all are welcome. A few
hours a week will help the theatre in
many ways.
For information contact the box
office at 440-871-8333. The theatre also
has a Facebook page and website, www.
huntingtonplayhouse.com. 
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Call for Entries: 			
BAYarts Art & Music Festival

The BAYarts campus is an idyllic setting for the Annual Art & Music Festival.
by Eileen Stockdale

B

AYarts’ Annual Art & Music Festival gets bigger and better every
year as the demand and appreciation for locally made goods continues
to grow. Last year, hundreds of visitors
attended the daylong event for local art,
live music and great food.
On June 13, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., the
festival kicks off BAYarts’ summer of
fun, including the free summer concert
series, art camps and the new farmers
market. To assure quality and variety,
artists who submit applications will be
reviewed by a panel for originality and
craftsmanship.
The idea for the festival grew in

response to other festivals with high
entry fees that made it prohibitive for
many struggling artists to sell their work.
The fee is still below average, but the
success and quality of the festival has
drawn artists from other festivals who
like its organic nature, friendly shoppers
and beautiful setting.
In addition to local art, the event
features live music, local food, community groups and services. The Bay Village
Green Team has partnered with BAYarts
to make it a zero-waste event and educational presence for the environmentally
conscious.
For an application, visit bayarts.
net/events.aspx or email artfest@bayarts.net. 

Lisa Stines Doane, Ph.D.
clinical psychologist
specializing in cognitive-behavioral
treatment of anxiety and stress-related
difficulties in adults and children
20220 Center Ridge Rd., Suite 355
Rocky River, OH 44116 • 440.249.7990
lisa@drlisadoane.com • www.drlisadoane.com

Thinking of Selling Your
Antiques • Coins • Books • Guns • Sterling Silver
• WW II Items • Artwork • Toys • Gold Items?
I have collected and dealt in antiques for the past 40 years and I would like to talk to you if you are
thinking about selling even a few of those cherished items you have collected over the years.
Selling antiques can be a difficult and emotional time. I try to make it as simple and easy as possible.

Please call me at (440)

322-4313 to take the next step.

I am particularly interested in the following items:
I am particularly interested in the following items:

Historical Items
Coins
Toys
Weapons
Historical
Items Pins
Coins
Toys
Weapons
All Presidential
Campaign
Silver Coins
Pre 1965
Tin Wind-Up
• Cast Iron
Riﬂes
• Shotguns
All Presidential
Campaign
Pins
Silver
Coins
Pre
1965
Tin
Wind-Up
•
Cast
Iron
Riﬂes
All 1800s Coins • Gold Coins Space Toys • Character Toys Swords •• Shotguns
Books • Autographs
Hand Guns
Books • Autographs
All 1800s Coins • Gold Coins Space Toys • Character Toys Swords • Hand Guns
Miscellaneous
Advertising
Artwork
Sterling Silver
Miscellaneous
Artwork
Sterling• Silver
Civil War
Items • WWII Items
SignsAdvertising
• Give-A-Ways
Currier & Ives
• Oil Paintings
Flatware
Jewelry
WarItems
Items• All
• WWII
Items
SignsAmerican
• Give-A-Ways
& Ives • •OilPosters
Paintings
Flatware
• Jewelry
AllCivil
Sports
Tiffany
Items Currier
Early
• Etc.
Watercolors
Tea/Coffee
Sets
All Sports Items • All Tiffany Items
Early American • Etc.
Watercolors • Posters
Tea/Coffee Sets
Paper Items
Glassware
Gold Items
Pottery
Glassware
ComicPaper
BooksItems
(Pre 1965)
Cut Glass
• Art Glass
Gold• Items
Pottery
Gold Coins
Gold Jewelry
• Weller
Comic Books
(Pre (1800s)
1965) Carnival
CutGlass
Glass••Early
Art Glass
Postcards
• Books
American Roseville
Gold
Coins
•
Gold
Jewelry
Roseville
• Weller
Gold Teeth • All Items Marked Postcards
Rookwood
•
Books
(1800s)
Carnival
Glass
•
Early
American
Cards (Pre 1960)
Reverse Painted Lamps Etc. Rookwood •• Cowan
Gold Teeth • All Items Marked Baseball
Cowan
Baseball Cards (Pre 1960)
Reverse Painted Lamps Etc.
References provided upon request.
References provided upon request.

THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR AN ON-SITE CONSULTATION
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR AN ON-SITE CONSULTATION

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2015 WBVO
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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bay Village branch library

Upcoming programs
at the Bay Village Branch Library
by TARA McGuinness

you to get to the Candy Castle? Join us for Guru” will share the notable books of 2014.
a fun-filled Land of Candy adventure. For Titles listed on various notable lists will be
grades K-3. Registration is required.
presented along with some of Bill’s personal
Thursday, Feb. 12 (11 a.m.) Whooo’s favorites from the past year.

Ready for Kindergarten? Story Monday, Feb. 9 (7 p.m.) Women in
Play: Build Literacy Skills – Help History: Elizabeth Keckly – The life

school Storytime – For caregivers your preschooler make the transition into of Elizabeth Keckly – personal maid, best

O

hio has a rich history and as we
celebrate Black History month
and Presidents Day in February,
why not join us for one of our upcoming
historical programs featuring our state.
We’ll have a presentation on the Underground Railroad on Tuesday, Feb. 10.
And on Monday, Feb. 16, Harold George
– dressed in full Civil War uniform – will
present his program on Abraham Lincoln’s
visit to Ohio.
If you have a child with special needs,
you’ll want to join us for our sensory
storytime on Saturday, Feb. 14. Designed
especially for children with a developmental age of 3-6 years old, this storytime
incorporates a schedule board, double
visuals, and sensory opportunities for
participants.
For more information on these and
other programs at the Bay Village Branch
Library, please see the information below.

and their children ages 3-5 (not yet in their first year of school. Explore hands-on friend and confidant to Mary Todd Lincoln
activity stations together.
– will be portrayed by actress Madelyn
kindergarten).
Sanders from Women in History.
Saturday,
Feb.
14
(10:30
a.m.)
Sen• Thursdays, Feb. 5 and 12 (7 p.m.)
Family Storytime – For children of sory Storytime – This storytime is Tuesday, Feb. 10 (10 a.m.) Glory Road:
designed specifically for children with The Underground Railroad – With
all ages with a caregiver.
special
needs at a developmental age of more than 3,000 miles of pathways, Ohio
• Fridays, Feb. 6 and 13 (9:30 a.m.)
3
to
6
and
their families. This program has a rich history for helping slaves on
Family Storytime – For children of
incorporates a schedule board, double the road to freedom and every pathway
all ages and a caregiver.
visuals, and sensory opportunities for par- tells a story. This “Lives and Legacies” pre• Mondays, Feb. 9 and 16 (9:30 a.m.)
ticipants as well as a half-hour socializa- sentation by Carol Lucas includes all the
Toddler Storytime – For caregivers
tion time following the program.
earmarks (nocturnal flights; symbols and
and their children ages 19-35 months.
signals; heroes and legends) of the 19th
TEEN DEPARTMENT
• Tuesdays, Feb. 10 and 17 (9:30 a.m.)
century anti-slavery era.
Toddler Storytime – For caregivers Tuesdays, Wednesdays and ThursMonday, Feb. 16 (7 p.m.) Abraham Linand their children ages 19-35 months. days (3:15 p.m.) Teen Zone – Video
games, challenges, art and more – join us coln Visits Ohio – In February 1861,
• Tuesdays, Feb. 3, 10 and 17 (1:30
for something fun to do after school most president-elect Abraham Lincoln spent five
p.m.) Preschool Storytime – For
every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday! days visiting Ohio. He would return to Ohio
caregivers and their children ages 3-5
Check with the library for details. Parents once again when his funeral train passed
(not yet in kindergarten).
need to sign one permission form, good through in 1865. Join Harold George, who
Wednesday, Feb. 4 (3:30 p.m.) Brain for all of the fall programs. Programs pro- will be dressed in full Civil War uniform, on
Builders: Engineering – Bring your vided courtesy of the Friends of the Bay a photographic trip to the original railroad
ideas and imagination and join us for Village Branch.
depots where Lincoln visited.
hands-on fun as we create with building
Please register to attend any programs
ADULT DEPARTMENT
bricks.
online at www.cuyaghogalibrary.org

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Wednesday, Feb. 4 (7 p.m.) Best
Storytimes: Caregivers and their chil- Tuesday, Feb. 10 (7 p.m.) Tots Dance Books of 2014 – Join us as Bill Kelly, or call 440-871-6392 or stop in at 502
Cahoon Road. 
dren are invited to enjoy rhymes, songs, and Music – Families with children ages

In Just 20 Minutes, Twice a Week,
Reshape Your Entire Body, 5 Up to
Plus Lose 10-25-50 or More Pounds of Body Fat!

My Personal Trainer

tim

Fas es
Res ter
ults
!

NOW OPEN IN WESTLAKE!
• Private, non-intimidating studios
• Professional, certified male
and female trainers
• One-on-one training, nutritional
counseling & motivation
• Backed by 35 years of experience

Affordable Monthly Rates
Starting at $70 a month

No One Can Beat Our
Prices For Personal
Training!

Jackie Y who lost 36 Pounds
in less than 3 months!
COUPON

New Year Incentive
Enroll Today and receive
ONE FREE
WHOLE MONTH
Expires Feb. 17, 2015
Terms and conditions apply

WESTLAKE

BEREA- Grand Opening
25959 Detroit Rd. 381 West Bagley Road
(Williamsburg Square Plaza) (adjacent to Marc - in plaza)

440-808-0000 440- 234- 3075
www.slimdowncleveland.com
email: westlakempt@gmail.com

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Beachwood branch manager and “Book

Bay Rockets
SNOBALL
Run slated
for Feb. 21
by Anne Kerka

S

costs for the SNOBALL Run are $15 for
students and $20 for adults. A “spectators
only” pancake breakfast will be available
through online and day-of registration for
$5. Bay coaches will volunteer as celebrity
pancake servers.
The mail-in registration deadline is
Wednesday, Feb. 18, and online registration is due by 9 a.m. on Friday, Feb. 20.
Early packet pickup and race-registration will be available on Friday, Feb.
20, from 3-7 p.m. in the Bay High School
auditorium. Late, day-of-race registration
begins at 7:30 a.m. at Bay High and costs
are $20 for students and $25 for adults.
T-shirts and other items available while
supplies last for late registrants.

aturday, Feb. 21, marks the date of
Bay Athletic Boosters’ 2015 SNOBALL 5K Race/Walk and 1-Mile Fun
Run, with a start and finish at Bay High
School, 29230 Wolf Road. The race kicks
off at 9 a.m.
“This is our third year
for the SNOBALL Run
and the race continues to
grow,” said race chair Tim
Brajdic. “Our 2014 event
drew more than 800 runners and walkers and was
a great family event! The
addition of five special
awards last year – including first baby in a stroller
to cross the finish line and
first dog to cross the finish
Hamlet (with Rich Oldrieve of Westlake) was
line – truly added to the
the first dog to finish in the 2014 Bay Rockets
spirit of the morning.”
SNOBALL 5K Race/Walk.
Race awards will be
given to top finishers in a number of
New to the race in 2015 are individgender and age categories. Additional ual-level sponsorships for $50. Sponsors
5K awards will include: the first dog to will receive a SNOBALL T-shirt and their
cross the finish line (with its owner), the names will appear on the back of the
first baby in a stroller to finish, the runner shirt. SNOBALL Run sponsorships are
who travels the farthest to participate, the also available at $500 (Gold), $250 (Silver)
most senior runner to finish and the best and $100 (Bronze) levels. To become a
costumed/spirited runner.
sponsor, contact Tim Brajdic at 440Pre-register online at hermescleve- 864-0183.
land.com or download mail-in forms at
A volunteer-driven, nonprofit orgabayrocketsassociation.com. Pre-regis- nization, Bay Athletic Boosters is deditered participants receive a long-sleeved, cated to raising funds to promote and
cotton T-shirt, post-race food and drinks, support the athletic teams at both Bay
and a pancake breakfast. Pre-registration High School and Bay Middle School. 

Photo by Mike Strauss

fingerplays, books and stories together. 2-1/2 to 6 years will have a great time
dancing and moving to music with bean
No registration is required.
bags, scarves and more! Get your boogie
• Wednesdays, Feb. 4 and 11 (9:30
shoes on and feel the beat! Please register
a.m.) Baby & Me Storytime – For
each child’s name individually.
caregivers and their children ages birth
Wednesday, Feb. 11 (3:30 p.m.) Land
to 18 months.
of Candy – How many moves will it take
• Thursdays, Feb. 5 (11 a.m.) Pre-
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Bay Community Council groups begin
year with a flurry of activity
by Cynthia Eakin

B

ay Village community organizations are kicking off the new year
with a flurry of activities. Members of the Bay Village Community Council met recently to discuss late winter and
spring happenings.
The meeting was preceded by the
selection of the Citizen of the Year and
the Project of the Year. The Citizens of
the Year are Eric and Cynthia Eakin. The
Project of the Year is the Bay Fireworks
Fund. A reception will be held on March
8, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Village Project
headquarters on West Oviatt Road.
The Bay Village branch of the
Cuyahoga County Public Library has
some exciting programs planned for
youngsters and adults. Madelyn Sanders from Women in History will portray
Elizabeth Keckley, best friend to Mary
Todd Lincoln, on Feb. 9, 7 p.m. Join
Harold George on Feb. 16, 7 p.m., for a
photographic trip to the railroad depots
visited by President Abraham Lincoln.
Local author Laura Peskin will talk about
the history of Cleveland on Feb. 26, 7
p.m., spanning the time from the last ice
age to the financial depression of 1893.
Children in grades three and four can
enjoy cookies and discuss a good book
on Feb. 19, 4 p.m. Copies of the book will
be available in the weeks prior to the discussion. The downloadables assistance
program continues every Wednesday
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
The Women’s Board of the Lake
Erie Nature & Science Center has
donated $250 to each of the center’s
college interns, $1,000 to animal rehabilitation and has made $1,000 quarterly
donation to the center. Karen Huhndorff
is the newly elected president of the
women’s board. The board’s annual soup
and salad luncheon will take place in
April. There will not be a Family Fest at
LENSC this year.
The Bay Village Women’s Club
will hold its 46th annual Antiques Show
fundraiser at Bay High School, 29230 Wolf
Road, on Feb. 14 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and on Feb. 15 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. It
will feature an antique quilt display on
both days and a bake sale on Saturday.
Free jewelry appraisals will be available
on Saturday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., followed by antique appraisals on Sunday.
There is a limit of one item with a numbered ticket. Admission to the antique
show is a $5 donation to support the
scholarship fund. Admission for children
under 12 years of age is free. The event
is wheelchair accessible. Phone 440-3347539 or 440-871-3075 for information or
visit www.baywomensclub.org.
The Bay Village Women’s Club
Foundation is currently accepting
requests for funds to be donated for specific projects of local civic and non-profit,
tax-exempt organizations in Bay Village.
Request must be made in writing and
received by Feb. 20. Call 440-334-7539 for
details. Mail requests to P.O. Box 40433,
Bay Village, OH 44140.
The Bay Village American Legion
recently installed brass markers identifying five burials of veterans at St. Paul
Cemetery. Lt. Colonel Scott Bartley spoke

at a recent meeting, describing the enlisting standards for men and women into
the All-Volunteer Army. Interviews will
begin at Bay High School for representatives to this year’s Buckeye Boys State
program. The Legion post recently concluded three nights of Bingo with veterans at the Wade Park Veterans Hospital.
The Legion post is available for rent and
accommodates up to 65 people.
The Bay Village Kiwanis Club celebrates 65 years of service to Bay Village
this year, as the Kiwanis International
organization celebrates its 100th birthday. The Bay Kiwanis started the year
with a $2,000 donation to the Bay Village
Caring and Sharing Fund. The members
purchased a three-wheel bicycle for the
West Shore Senior Center located at the
Knickerbocker Apartments. The Kiwanis
Club is sending 18 members to the Bay
Fire Department’s Friends and Family
CPR classes. The club has designed and
will build an enclosure to house the
recycle and trash containers outside of
the Village Project facility. This spring,
the club will donate $1,000 to rebuild
the turtle exhibit at the Lake Erie Nature
& Science Center. The club will soon be
doing interior painting and minor home
projects at the home of Peter Radke’s
widow and children. Radke drowned
near Huntington Beach while trying to
save the life of a young girl. The annual
Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast is March 29 at
Bay Middle School.
The Bay Village Historical Society hosts its next potluck dinner on Feb.
20, 6 p.m. at the Bay Community House.
Speaker George McNulty will talk about
the history of Playhouse Square, including new developments. The event is free
and open to the public. RSVP to cbflament@sbcglobal.net. The 46th annual
Cahoon in June antiques, crafts and collectibles show is June 13, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in Cahoon Memorial Park. This year’s
event is being held in cooperation with
BAYarts, under the citywide umbrella of
“Bay Fair.” In addition to antique and
craft vendors, there will be live music,
fabulous food and historical re-enactors.
Admission is free. Once again, the society
is offering free booth space to non-profit
community groups. Contact Cynthia
Eakin at 216-213-0312 or visit www.bayhistorical.com for vendor information.
The Martha Devotion Hunting-

ton Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) continues

its “Fly-a-Flag” project in cooperation
with Bay Kiwanis and American Legion
Post 385. From April through Veterans
Day, new flags with bracket and pole
are installed for Bay Village residents
unable to do this themselves. Contact
deb@spfutures.com or phone 440-8717680. To commemorate 50 years since
the Vietnam War, a flag will be provided
to veterans in need of one. For DAR
membership information, contact Doris
Gorgas at lablady76@wowway.com.
Members of the Peter Navarre

Chapter of the United States Daughter of 1812 continue to offer War of 1812
Bicentennial coloring books. Volunteers
are needed to help with the online index
to Ohio graves of servicemen of the War
of 1812. Visit www.ohiodaughters1812.

org for details. Contact Marlene Wilkinson at marwilk32@hotmail.com for
chapter membership information.
The Bay Village Foundation is now
accepting requests for funds to be donated for specific projects of local civic and
non-profit organizations. Awards may
range from $500 to $5,000 and proposals
are due by April 18. The Foundation is
interested in projects or programs that
improve the quality of life in Bay Village.
Visit thebayvillagefoundation.org for
grant application information.
The Bay Men’s Club is hosting an
evening at the Hofbrau Haus for members and spouses on Feb. 13. The club is
planning a rib cook-off fundraiser on the
evening of June 6.
The Bay Village Education Foundation held its biggest fundraiser of the
year on Jan. 25 at Arrabiata’s restaurant.
The annual event raises about $25,000
for grants. This year, the foundation has
established an international travel scholarship for juniors who hope to visit and
study in developing countries.
The Village Project has announced
that they are expanding their service for
cancer patients and their families to
include the city of Westlake, along with
Bay Village, Rocky River and Avon Lake.
The Project Pedal fundraiser will take
place on June 13 as part of “Bay Fair” and
will include a bike ride and food trucks.
They will begin dinner and fellowship
meetings for former clients, featuring
healthy menus, with recipes taught to
the clients by student volunteers.
The Village Bicycle Cooperative
“Fix it Forward” program donated 60
bikes to children through the Salvation
Army and the West Side Catholic Center
during the holiday season. Open shop
hours continue through the winter
months. Volunteers are needed. A History Mystery casual ride for families is
planned for April 25.
The League of Women Voters,
Bay Village chapter, is sponsoring a
three-part series on the State of Municipal and School Financing. The first two
sessions, Feb. 25 and March 25, 7:30 p.m.,
in the Bay Middle School cafeteria, are
designed to educate Bay Village voters
about trends and options for financing
our city and schools. The third session,
April 29, 7:30 p.m., at Dwyer Senior
Center, will be an in-depth look at tax
abatements as a revenue stimulus and
will be of interest to residents of other
cities. Each panel discussion will be followed by a question-and-answer period.
The series is open to the public. To join
the LWV, email conda_boyd@yahoo.com.
The Bay Village Community
Band resumes rehearsals in March,
with its concert series beginning in April
and running through December. Small
ensembles or the entire band can be
booked for community events, with a
minimal donation.
The Bay Village PTA Council’s
Founder’s Day celebration takes place
mid-February. Bay High School is kicking off its citrus sale. The fall rake-out
was snowed out, so look for middle
school students to participate in a
spring clean-up event. Girl Scout cookies are on sale now. 
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Bay Historical
Society program
looks at growth of
Playhouse Square
by Cynthia Eakin

“P

layhouse Square: Then
and Now” will be the
focus of the Bay Village
Historical Society’s Feb. 20 potluck
dinner program.
Speaker George McNulty will
highlight some exciting moments
in the history of Playhouse Square,
including how the theaters survived
the wrecking ball in the early 1970s
to become the largest performing
arts center outside of New York City.
With its nine theaters offering more
than 1,200 performances and events
to over a million guests annually,
Playhouse Square now outdraws
Los Angeles, Chicago, Miami and
Houston.
McNulty’s presentation will
include video clips from the
2014/2015 Broadway Musical Series.
He will talk about improvements to
the theater district, new construction, restaurants and amenities and
will discuss ticket pricing, theater
seating and parking. The talk will
conclude with a members-only drawing for two loge tickets to a Playhouse
Square performance.
McNulty, a Cleveland area native
and graduate of St. Ignatius High
School and the U.S. Naval Academy,
received his MBA from the University
of Chicago. Throughout his career, he
has worked with international businesses and has traveled to 65 countries. He managed the United Service
Organizations (USO) of Northeast
Ohio and now promotes the Playhouse Square Foundation.
The potluck dinner is free and
open to the public. The historical
society provides the main entree, but
guests are asked to bring a side dish
for 10 people to share and their own
place setting. The evening begins at 6
p.m. with a social half hour, followed
by dinner and the program at 7 p.m.
Contact cbflament@sbcglobal.net if
you plan to attend. 

Advertise in
the Observer.
And you’ll
support our civic
groups who have
a voice in this
great community
resource.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com
Wednesday, Feb. 4, and Friday, Feb. 6, 9 a.m.5 p.m.
Hospice Volunteer Education
Anyone 13 years of age or older interested in
making a difference in the lives of others is
welcome to attend this training. Most volunteers
interested in working with patients attend both
sessions, while volunteering in non-patient areas
and teen volunteers only attend the first 4 hours
on Feb. 4. RSVP required, call 800-707-8922 (6881).
Hospice of the Western Reserve, St. John Medical
Center, Building 2, Suite 400, 29101 Health Campus
Dr., Westlake
Wednesday, Feb. 4, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Session
Members of the Cuyahoga West Chapter of the
Ohio Genealogical Society will be available to
assist you in the Computer Lab with your personal
search for ancestors. Please bring a copy of your
pedigree chart and/or family group.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Wednesday, Feb. 4, 7-8:30 p.m.
Restaurant Reviews
College Club West will continue its monthly
gathering with a presentation on restaurant
reviews from Joe Crea, dining editor of the Plain
Dealer and the Northeast Ohio Media Group. For
more information, visit collegeclubwest.org.
Umerley Civic Center 21016 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River
Thursday, Feb. 5, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Used Furniture and Computer Sale
Also being sold are miscellaneous other items. All
items will be sold as-is and all sales will be final.
Payment may be made by cash, check or credit
card. Call 440-871-2600 for more information.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Thursday, Feb. 5, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
Informative Talk on Stroke Rehab
The goal of rehabilitation is to enable people
who have experienced a stroke to reach the
highest possible level of independence and be
as productive as possible. Andrea Patrick, OTR/L,
from St. John Medical Center, will present useful
information about current developments and
benefits of stroke rehab. Light refreshments will
be served. Please RSVP to Laura at 440-892-9777.
Gardens at Westlake, 27569 Detroit Rd.
Tuesday, Feb. 10, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Public Employee Retirees Inc. Meeting
Guest speaker will be Sherma Brown, of Humana
Insurance Company. She is an account advisor
for the Ohio Public Employees Retirement
System (OPERS). Her talk will focus on Humana
health coverage, the current plan as well as
anticipated changes in 2016. Public sector retirees
are welcome to attend the meetings. Light

refreshments served.
Fairview Park Branch Library, 21255 Lorain Rd.
Tuesday, Feb. 10, 7-8:15 p.m.
Children’s Grief Support Group
Joel’s Place for Children holds peer support
groups for children and teens ages 5-18 who
have experienced the death of someone special
in their lives. A support group for parents and/or
caregivers of children who are grieving will meet
concurrently. Sessions involve arts and crafts,
games, age-appropriate discussions, and other
activities designed to help children express their
feelings in a safe and supportive atmosphere with
other children who have experienced a death. To
register for more information, call Kathy Stellato,
440-248-4412, or Mary Willhite, 440-934-1353.
Bay Presbyterian Church, 25415 Lake Rd.

Favorite chosen at Soup Cook-Off

T

he Bay Village Community Services Department raised over $1,500 from the
annual soup cook-off held on Jan. 30 at Dwyer Senior Center. This year, the
200 attendees voted to select the Chicken Paprikash Soup from the Towne
Center Community Campus in Avon Lake as the winner of the best soup from the
nine entries. Proceeds will help fund programs at Dwyer Center through the year.

Wednesday, Feb. 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Printers and Ink Replacements
Northeast Ohio Personal Computers group
welcomes David Kluter, “Mr. Inkman,” with his
program “Printers and Ink Replacements.”Dave will
discuss ink jet cartridge replacement by printer
brand, and the pro and cons of refilling your own
cartridges. He will also provide inside advice on
the refill industry and answer your questions
regarding printers. For more information, go to
www.neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Thursday, Feb. 12, 6-7 p.m.
Be Fit in Bay: Heart Healthy Groceries
Join Andrea Dunn, registered dietitian, for an
informative health talk outlining the guidelines
and health benefits of a Mediterranean Diet,
followed by a “show & taste” of some of these food
items. Registration required, call 440-356-4362.
Bay Village Heinen’s, 434 Dover Center Rd.

Leslie Selig, director of Bay Village Community Services, congratulates
Chef Brian Gonzalas for his winning Chicken Paprikash Soup.

Ray the Lamp Guy
440-871-4389

Saturday, Feb. 14, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday,
Feb. 15, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Antiques Show and Quilt Display
Shop for antiques and repurposed. Includes
jewelry, furniture, household, toys, trains and much
more. Special display of over a dozen antique
quilts. Free appraisals (1 item): Sat. 1-3: jewelry;
Sun. 1-3: antiques. Bake sale and hot food. Plant
sale on Feb.14. $5 donation supports scholarship
fund. Children under 12 free, along with Bay
students. Hosted by Bay Village Women’s Club.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.

Greenisland

Tuesday, Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m.
LWV Mardi Gras Party
Please join us! The Bay Chapter of the League of
Women Voters is buying heavy hors d’oeuvres for
LWV members and all others interested in learning
more about the League.
Ironwood Cafe party room, 688 Dover Center Rd.

Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)
Bay Village • 440-250-9086

Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates

** SECRETS REVEALED **

FBI SPECIAL AGENTS
ARE REAL PEOPLE
Al Zupan, FBI Special Agent 1970-2002

Amazon.com
or 2XG’s LLC, P.O. Box 40241,
Bay Village, Ohio 44140
($16.95 Postage & Tax included)

“Let me brighten up your day”
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES
Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

Irish Restaurant & Pub

Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

620 Dover
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.

Professional Pet Care Services
“We take the
Personal In-Home worry out of
Pet Care
being away”
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

The Westside’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

“We deliver people”
Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other
special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

For All Your Transportation Needs

Call JLS 216-390-5610
Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com

440-871-0899

A proud member of the Bay Village community

SHAPE UP IN 2015!
OFP offers personal training programs based on the individual’s
goals, limitations, and current fitness level.
OFP provides programs from 4 to 100 sessions.
We offer services for all ages at our private studio in Rocky River
as well as Westlake and Rocky River Recreation Centers.

PLEASE
PROOFREAD.
WBVevents
Observer online
is not liable
errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO
More
stories,
photos and
atforwww.wbvobserver.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

Call TODaY fOr a free
COnsulTaTiOn wOrkOuT!

WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Therapeutic Exercise
Weight Management
Strength & Conditioning

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Official Fitness Pro

OFP

Personal Training Practice

officialfitnesspro.com

440.333.5395

