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City councils welcome new members

community service

‘Stop Hunger Now’
meal packing event
Jan. 12 in Westlake
by Ellie Peiffer

W

Photos by denny Wendell

Westlake City Council welcomed two new members elected to succeed the retiring Edward Hack from Ward
1 and James Connole from Ward 2. The new-look council gathered for a photo after the Jan. 2 swearingin ceremony. Pictured, from left: Mark Getsay, Ward 6; Kenneth Brady, Ward 5; Michael O’Donnell, Ward 4;
Michael Killeen, Council President; Dennis Sullivan, Ward 3; Nick Nunnari, Ward 2; and Lynda Appel, Ward 1.

Bay Village City Council features two rookie councilmen who bested incumbents in Ward 2 and Ward 4 in
the November election. Pictured, from left, following their Jan. 2 organizational meeting: David Tadych,
Ward 1; Paul Koomar, Council President; Paul Vincent, Ward 2; Steve Lee, At-Large; Thomas Henderson,
Ward 4; Karen Lieske, Ward 3; and Dwight Clark, At-Large.
by Tara Wendell
he turning of the calendar to
2014 brought the commencement of a new term of public
service to our community. The cities
of Bay Village and Westlake inaugurated the victors of last November’s
municipal election in ceremonies on

Rock N Bowl III to benefit
the Village Project Jan. 25

S

upport a worthy cause
while bowling and rocking the night away! The
Rock N Bowl III fundraiser will
be held Saturday, Jan. 25, at Bay
Lanes Bowling, 27229 Wolf Road
to benefit the Village Project.
A fun evening of great
music, dancing and bowling will
begin at 7:30 p.m. Local classic
rock and pop bands the Feedbacks and the Showgoats will fill
the evening with favorite tunes.
Additionally local comedian
Randy Geise’s character Delmar
Everheart will work the crowd
with Scott “Elvis” Pohlkamp.
» See ROCK page 2

returning council members.
Mayors Deborah Sutherland and
Dennis Clough – each already their
city’s longest-serving top officials –
were inaugurated for another fouryear term. Sutherland begins her 14th
year in office; Clough his 29th.
» See councils page 8

Clague Playhouse
stages ‘Ghost-Writer’
by Pam Kilpatrick

N

‘Elvis’ rocks out at the
2012 Rock N Bowl.

ovelist Franklin Woolsey (played by Lou
Will) dies mid-sentence, but his secretary
Myra (Laura Starnik) continues to take dictation. Attacked by skeptics, the press and Woolsey’s
jealous widow (Meg Parish), Myra sets out to prove
she is more than just an artful forger. Is she trying
to steal Woolsey’s legacy now that she cannot have
his love, or might she truly possess a gift the world
can’t understand?
Laura Starnik plays Myra Babbage and Lou Will
“Ghost-Writer” was written by Michael Hol- is Franklin Woolsey in “Ghost-Writer.”
linger and directed by Anne McEvoy and runs Jan.
10 through Feb. 2 on Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are $16 for
adults, $15 for seniors (60+), and $10 for students (with valid ID) and may be purchased by calling the box
office, 440-331-0403, Wednesday through Saturday from 1-6 p.m. Cash, check, Discover,
MasterCard and Visa are accepted. Clague Playhouse is located at 1371 Clague Road in
Westlake. Free parking and handicapped accessible. 

Photo by James Ely

T

Jan. 1 and 2, respectively. Each city
council welcomed two new members
– in Bay Village, Ward 2 Councilman
Paul Vincent and Ward 4 Councilman Thomas Henderson; in Westlake,
Ward 1 Councilmember Lynda Appel
and Ward 2 Councilman Nick Nunnari – along with oath renewals for the

hile millions of Americans are trying
to keep their New Year’s resolutions
around eating less, hunger experts estimate nearly 870 million people across the globe
go to bed hungry each night, 200 million of them
children.
Most people are generally aware of issues of
food scarcity but often don’t know how to help.
Stop Hunger Now is an organization whose mission is to end world hunger and they approach it
by engaging local communities in packing individual, nutritionally dense grain-based meals.
Meals are packed assembly-line fashion and
50 people spending two hours can pack 10,000
meals.
These meals are shipped to the neediest
places in the world with in-country partners in 65
countries. Volunteers at Stop Hunger Now events
can engage in the effort to end hunger while
participating in a fun, hands-on and rewarding
experience for anyone of any age!
There is a local meal packing event at Westlake United Methodist Church on Sunday, Jan. 12,
from 1-3 p.m. and the community is invited to
participate. The church is located at 27650 Center
Ridge Road.
Please RSVP your attendance to westlakeumc@westlakeumc.org or call the church
office at 440-871-3088.
The meals that will be packed that day have
been paid for through the church’s Christmas
Eve offering so all you have to do is show up, roll
up your sleeves and know you will be making a
difference in the life of a starving child.
If you would like more information about
how Stop Hunger Now approaches their work go
to their website at stophungernow.org. 
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faith & spirituality

Above and
below, the new
and the old
by Sharon Fedor

A

new year, a time to make new resolutions, a time to grow, to leave
the old behind, sing Auld Lang
Syne, allow the new to emerge, ring in the
New Year, watch the ball drop – common
phrases we have all heard around this
time of the year. But I wonder, what does
all that mean for us individually?
As we party here below, the skies
above are busy giving us unique configurations, and warm smiles from the
round-faced man in the moon. Nineteen
years ago was the last time a New Moon
(one of the eight phases to our favorite aerial rock) landed on our New Year.
In addition to the New Moon, we can
glimpse the Blue Moon if we only look
up around the end of January.
With all that excitement going on
above us, I wondered what thoughts we
humans were experiencing as we approach
the calendar flipping from 2013 to 2014.
My friend TB feels a wave of freshness coming with the new 2014, where
once again we earthlings have a chance
to choose how we will live, and how we
will treat each other. Once again we get to
choose to be better than we were before,
she sees us choosing wisely.

ROCK

from front page

The Village Project provides nourishing meals and extended care and service
to Bay Village, Rocky River and Avon Lake
residents experiencing cancer. More than
400 volunteers will offer nutritious meals
and extended services to over 30 families in
2014 according to Village Project Executive
Director Barb Harrell. The Village Project
operates solely on donations. Visit www.
ourvillageproject.com for more information or contact Barb Harrell at 440-348-

My friend GS is sparking his imagination, and feels it’s the right time to
extract that novel he’s been working on
out of the hibernation of his mind and
into some hard-copy, since he doesn’t
wish to be “un-done” or “under-done”
as Eric Butterworth, Unity poet and philosopher, encourages us not to be.
My mom, at 85, well she’s in awe of
the new 42-inch flat-screen my brothers
thought a good idea to gift her with, but
she reminds us all at least five times a
day, that the old TV, though not a name
brand, had a great picture.
My co-worker JC’s thoughts are
reaching more and more towards retirement, he was reading how many Americans are retiring to the “new” sun belt,
South America, where the article states,
you can retire on $1,100 a month very
comfortably. He fervently hopes that the
greatness has not gone out of America.
My friend LM is grateful for a clean
bill of health after badly needed hip and
knee surgeries, while my friend MB worries about the effects of chemo since her
diagnosis of microscopic cancer.
I’m sure my cats’ thoughts are running along the lines of when they will be
able to go outside in the backyard again
for another feeble attempt at bird catching, the exercise will be good, since they
have over indulged in Iams, and their
owner can’t say no.
And so the world spins as our earth
and our thoughts do, fears and hopes,
tears and cheers, it’s all right here, choose
with care, it is “your” New Year.
As for me, I think I’ll wink at the man
in the moon and see if he winks back! 

9401 or bharrell@ourvillageproject.com.
The cost to attend is $15 for tickets
reserved in advance or $20 at the door.
Admission includes unlimited bowling and
live music. Advanced reservations can be
made via email to aspohlkamp@yahoo.
com. Checks should be made payable to
the Village Project and can be turned in at
the door or mailed in advance to Allison
Pohlkamp, 589 Dwight Drive, Bay Village,
OH 44140.
Contact Allison and Scott Pohlkamp
at aspohlkamp@yahoo.com for reservations or more information. 

Village Foundation
announces
available funding
by Eileen Vernon

T

he Village Foundation is now
accepting requests for funds to
be granted for specific projects of
local civic and non-profit organizations.
Proposals are due Monday, March 3, and
awards are expected to be announced
on May 26 at the Foundation’s Memorial
Day celebration. Awards may range from
$500-$3,000.
The Foundation is primarily interested in capital projects that improve
the quality of life in Bay Village. Projects must be responsive to community
needs. Support for programs may also
be considered. Reporting requirements
from previous awards must be met
before the Village Foundation will consider a subsequent funding application.
To be eligible, an organization
must be located in or provide services
to residents within Bay Village. Funding will only be awarded to tax-exempt
organizations classified as 501(c)
(3) charities by the Internal Revenue
Service, or programs that have a taxexempt fiscal agent.
A grants application may be found
on the Village Foundation website at
www.thevillagefdn.org, and can be submitted via email to the address on the
application. In addition to the completed
application, applicants must attach an
IRS tax-exempt letter or that of the program’s fiscal agent; a list of current board
members, and the organization’s most
recent financial statement/audit, annual
report and annual operating budget.
Completed applications may also
be mailed to: Grants Committee, The
Village Foundation, P.O. Box 40122, Bay
Village, OH 44140.
The Village Foundation looks forward to supporting Bay Village through
its 2014 grant recipients. Please contact the Foundation’s President, Eileen
Vernon, at 440-835-2243 or the Grants
Committee Chair, Al Paulus, at 216-5838096 with any questions. 

Lake Ridge academy Exceptional, Affordable K-12 Education
The MiddLe SchooL curriculum is advanced, but because
of the strength of our teachers, we are able to support and
challenge students of all levels.
The Upper SchooL is a place where its high
academic standards are eclipsed only by the love
and respect that students and teachers have for
each other.

• 8:1 Student to Teacher Ratio
• 30 Honors and Advanced
Placement Courses
• Competitive Athletic Teams
• Significant Scholarship and Financial
Assistance Programs

OPeN HOUSe

PROgRam BegiNS at 1:00 Pm

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com
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is a hyperlocal community newspaper
and website written by, for and about
the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,
providing perspectives and information
about topics and events in our community.
The mission of the Westlake | Bay
Village Observer is to inform, involve
and energize the community through
citizen participation of 600+ community
volunteers.
The views and opinions expressed in
this publication do not necessarily reflect
the views and opinions of the Westlake |
Bay Village Observer staff.
Observer Guidelines
Want to submit an article to the
Observer? We’d love to hear from you! Here
are some guidelines to keep in mind when
writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or
Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
• Aim for 300-500 word articles.
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of
2 megabytes in size.
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t
copy others’ work and remember to
credit your sources.
• Review our Observer FAQs on our
website at: wbvobserver.com
• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at
every step along the way. Don’t hesitate to
come to us for advice or help with topics,
content or the submission process. Staff
contact information is listed below.
To join in, sign up through the Member
Center at wbvobserver.com/members to
submit your stories, photos and events.
All content should be submitted through
the Member Center, not by email.
Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may
be sent to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please
include full contact information.
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451 Queenswood Drive
Bay Village, Ohio 44140
440-409-0114  • Fax 440-409-0118
Copyright ©2014 The Westlake | Bay
Village Observer. All rights reserved.
Any reproduction is forbidden without
written permission.
Denny Wendell
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staff@wbvobserver.com
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Laura Gonzalez
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laura@wbvobserver.com
440-477-3556
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The Lower SchooL provides a warm, caring environment
where children are intellectually stimulated, emotionally
supported, socially involved, and physically comfortable.
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5 YEARS

To RSVP call 440.327.1175 ext. 9104
or visit LakeridgeAcademy.org
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James Ely
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Physician-Driven Wound Care
That Maintains Homebound
Status For Patients

The Advanced Wound Care Center understands the
challenges faced each day by professional home
care providers when it comes to chronic and nonhealing wounds. The Center offers cutting edge
treatments, the highest quality of dedicated physicians
and nurses, and the ability to work with your dressing
formulary – all to help advanced wounds heal faster.
And when wounds heal, lives change.

 Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
 Diabetic Wounds
 Pressure Ulcers
 Venous Stasis Ulcers
 Arterial Ulcers
 Non-Healing Surgical Wounds
 Complex Soft Tissue Wounds
 Traumatic Wounds
 Infected Wounds

stjohnmedicalcenter.net

The Advanced Wound Center at

St. John Medical Center

Westshore Professional Center
29160 Center Ridge Road, Suite S
Westlake, Ohio 44145

(440) 827-5300
Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Deadline nears to
nominate Bay Village
citizen, project of the year

Green Scene

Resolve to make your voice
heard for sustainable practices
by Brenda O’Reilly

S

o, what does sustainability mean? The Wikipedia
definition states, “Sustainability is the capacity to endure.
For humans, sustainability is
the long-term maintenance of
well-being, which has environmental, economic and social dimensions, and encompasses the concept of stewardship, the responsible
management of resource use. “
It is clear that many of the processes that
we’ve grown up with (and take for granted) are
just not sustainable. This ranges from fossil
fuel-based energy generation to industrial agricultural practices, from landfilling so-called
“waste” to rampant use of single use items,
from use of chemicals on our yards to pollution
of our fresh water supply.
It’s the time of year when we contemplate
change, make New Year’s resolutions, decide
to exercise more and eat less. It’s a great time
to look at your individual or family habits and
resolve to make a few changes to become more
sustainable in your personal life. There is a real
power to individuals making changes.

by Eric Eakin

As more and more of us understand
what’s truly at stake and begin to make the
changes, these values will become apparent
to the companies that we buy
from. More sustainable products and services will emerge
as part of the free marketplace.
It is already occurring. And the
public officials that we elect will begin to pay
more attention to sustainable practices. These
values will show up in public policy and lead
to accelerated changes that are not only beneficial, but critical to the health and well-being
of the next generation.
So, this year, resolve to make your voice
heard on sustainability. Email or write your
congressmen/women to let them know what
is important to you. Support local and sustainable products and services. Institute more
sustainable practices in your daily life, and
teach your children the value of sustainable
practices. It does make a difference.
To learn more about what you can do to
support sustainable practices, come to our
monthly Bay Village Green Team meeting on
Tuesday, Jan. 14, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Bay
Village Community House, 303 Cahoon Road. 

N

ominations for the Bay
Village Community
Council’s 2014 Bay Village citizen of the year and project of the year awards are due by
Friday, Jan. 10.
Selections of recipients will
be announced by the Community Council soon afterwards. A
reception in honor of the recipient and project will be scheduled
at a mutually agreeable time.
Although nominations for
Project of the Year are being
accepted, this award is not
intended to be an annual designation and special projects will
be considered based on community impact and the involvement
of volunteers and organizations.
Nomination forms are available at public buildings throughout Bay Village including city hall,
the Bay Village library, the board
of education, or from a member

2014

of the Community Council.
They also are available in
PDF form via email; contact
ericjeakin@gmail.com.
The Community Council is
comprised of members of local
civic organizations and individuals. The organization’s focus is
the compilation of a community
calendar of events, coordination
of events by various civic groups,
and sponsorship of the Citizen of
the Year/Project of the Year program. All groups are welcome to
join as well as individuals who are
not members of a civic organization. Annual dues are $20 for an
organization and $2 for an individual. (Dues may be waived at
the discretion of the president of
Community Council.)
For more information about
the Community Council or the
citizen of the year/project of
the year awards, call Eric Eakin
at 216-386-5997 or via email at
ericjeakin@gmail.com. 

Discounts as
ADVERTISE
big as a house.
Better
and SUPPORT A GREAT
condo. COMMUNITY RESOURCE!
teenOr
driving,
bigger
Or apartment.Contact Laura for ad details,
Discounts
Better
Better as

discounts.
big
a house. 440-477-3556, laura@wbvobserver.com
teen
teenasdriving,
driving,
Or
condo.
bigger
bigger
Or
Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, discounts.
Agent
Check apartment.
outSee
our just how big your
The Westside’s #1 choice
discounts.
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1 Steer
Clear Program.
for interior and exterior
Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
Westlake, OH 44145
Westlake,
OH 44145
Bus:
440-871-3747
www.candicestryker.com
Bus: 440-871-3747

®

could be.
When yoursavings
teen gets ready
to drive, we’re there.
They could add up to
savings
www.candicestryker.com learn safe Your
driving and you
Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
hundreds
Seelower
just how
big your of dollars when you
get
rates.
Candice
24549Stryker-Irlbacher,
Detroit Road,Agent
SuiteAgent
1
Candice
Stryker-Irlbacher,
Check
our
Check
outout
our
24549
Detroit
Road,
Suite
1
Westlake,
OH
44145
savings
could
be.
®neighbor,
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
Like
aClear
good
all your
policies together
®put
Steer
Program.
Program.
Steer
Clear
Westlake,
OH 44145
Bus:
®
Westlake,
OH440-871-3747
44145
Your savings
add
up
to Farm® roof.
State
Farm
iscould
there.
Bus: 440-871-3747
under
our
State
Bus:www.candicestryker.com
440-871-3747
When
your
teen
gets
ready
™
When
your
teen
gets
ready
www.candicestryker.com
hundreds
of
dollars
when
you
GET
TO
A
BETTER
STATE
.
www.candicestryker.com
to
drive,
we’re
there.
They
to drive,
we’re
there.TO
They
GET
A BETTER STATE.™
put allME
your
policies
together
CALL
TODAY.
learn
safe
driving
and
you
learn
safeour
driving
youroof.
under
Stateand
Farm
CALL
ME
TODAY.
lower
rates.
getget
lower
GET
TOrates.
A BETTER STATE.
a good
neighbor,
LikeLike
a good
neighbor,
CALL
ME
TODAY.
State Farm is there.®

painting

®

™

1001000.1

State Farm is there.
GET TO A BETTER STATE .
GETCALL
TO A
BETTER STATE .
ME TODAY.
CALL
ME TODAY.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,

1103155.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,

®

™

™

State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm
FarmMutual
Indemnity
Company,
Bloomington,
IL
State
Automobile
Insurance
Company,
1001000.1
StateState
Farm Indemnity
Company,
Bloomington,
IL
Farm
Mutual
Automobile
Company,
Mutual
Automobile
Insurance
Company,Insurance
1103155.1 State Farm
1001000.1
State Farm State
Indemnity
Company,
Bloomington,
IL
Farm
Indemnity
Company,
Bloomington, IL

Free...Your Choice!

Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Kids, Teens
& Emergencies
Welcome!

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

The Confident
Choice For
In-Home
Care.

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com
More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Providing quality, affordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com
28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake

440-250-9733
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Win $100,000 or
one of 39 other
great prizes.
1

All proceeds to benefit the
Heart Centers at Fairview,
Lakewood and Lutheran Hospitals.

Grand Prize:
$100,000 Cash

2 24-Month Lease:

2014 Volvo S60,

arranged by
Westside Automotive Group

3 24-Month Lease:

2014 Mazda CX-9,

arranged by
Westside Automotive Group

4 $10,000 Cash
5 Harley-Davidson
Motorcycle,

arranged by
Lake Erie Harley-Davidson

6 European

Mediterranean Cruise
for Two from Barcelona

7 $5,000 Cash
8 7-Night All Inclusive
Trip for Two to
Cancun, Mexico,

donated by
Dr. E. Dean Nukta

9 7-Day Trip for Two to
Waikiki, Hawaii

10 Rose Gold Cluster

Diamond Pendant,

Saturday,
February 15, 2014
Celebrating 10 years strong!

arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

11 $3,000 Cash
12 Fur Jacket
arranged by Fur Allure

13 7-Night Caribbean
Cruise for Two

14 Tahitian Black Pearl

and Diamond Earrings,

arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

Early Bird Raffles:
Two $1,000 Winners
The first raffle will be drawn
from entries received
by December 13, 2013.
The second raffle will be drawn
from entries received
by January 17, 2014.
All early bird winners will be eligible
for prizes to be drawn at the event.

15 5-Day Trip for Two to

California Wine Country

16 $2,000 Cash
17 5-Day Trip for Four to
Walt Disney World

18 $2,000 Cash
19 3-Night Trip for Two to

San Antonio River Walk

20 Weekend Getaway for
Two to New York City

21 3-Night Trip for Two to
Las Vegas

22 7-Night Stay for Two in

Hilton Head, Land Only

23 $1,500 Cash
24 Treadmill and

Workout Essentials,

Raffle tickets can
be purchased for
$100 each or 3 for $200.

arranged by Health & Fitness

25 His/Hers Movado
Watches,

arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

26 Stock Your Cellar with
100 Assorted Wines,

arranged by
Rozi’s Wine House

For more information or to register,
visit www.straightfromtheheartevent.org
or call 216.476.7061.

27 $1,000 Cash
28 $1,000 Travel Voucher
29 Weekend Getaway for
Two to Chicago

30 $1,000 Cash
31 50” LED/LCD

HDTV Television

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

$1,000 Cash
$1,000 Cash
$500 Gas Card
Apple iPad 8G
Nook E-reader and iPod
Laptop Computer
$250 Gas Card
Outdoor iPod
Sound System

40 Powershot Digital

Camera and Video
Camcorder

* Cash options available for 2, 3, and 5,
at 75% of prize value
All trips arranged by Independence
Travel
All electronics arranged by CompSource
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Hoping for sub-zero
temperatures
by Richard Gash

T

he Bay Village Sea
Scouts along with ice
fishermen are probably
the only people looking for a
prolonged spell of low temperatures. At temperatures
in the teens, ice on the lakes
and ponds in northern Ohio
will thicken enough to allow
the scouts to try out their
new iceboat. This past fall,
the scouts completely rebuilt
and refurbished their Detroit
News (DN) iceboat. With a
new coat of paint, new rigging,
and sandblasted, sharpened
blades the boat is now ready
to sail.
In order to “Be Prepared”
the scouts researched to find
the optimal ice conditions to The Bay Village Sea Scouts’ iceboat has
safely venture out onto the been refurbished and is ready to sail.
ice. They found that the Minnesota DNR recommends a
Erie, they will drive an hour to Chipminimum of 4 inches of new clear solid pewa Lake to sail their iceboat. The ice
ice. White ice, sometimes called snow on Lake Erie has ice flows and under
ice, is only half as strong as new clear currents which make it particularly
ice so the safe thickness of white ice dangerous to venture out onto.
needs to be at least 8 inches. As soon as
If you have experience with
the ice reaches a safe thickness, the Sea iceboating please contact us at the
Scouts will take their boat to Chippewa number below, we would appreciate
Lake to put it through its paces.
your help. The Sea Scouts are a co-ed
Going out on the ice without a youth program with a nautical emphaproper regard for safety is dangerous. sis, for details on joining contact: SkipAlthough the Sea Scouts live near Lake per, Richard Gash, 871-6106.

Help is available for
exploring your family’s roots
by jayne Broestl

N

ow that the holidays are over,
you just might have more time
to embark on those projects
near and dear to you. If one of those
projects is researching your family history, now is the time to do it.
Many vital records have been
recently digitized and uploaded to the
internet for public access. However,
there is still a mountain of data that
remains in traditional local repositories, such as archives and courthouses.
Members of the Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society are
eager to share their acquired knowledge of what data is available online
and what is not, as well as proven strategies for finding that elusive relative.
Monthly meetings are held regularly from 7-8:45 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of the month (except
August and December), in the Porter
Room at Westlake Porter Public
Library, 27333 Center Ridge Road. The
next regular meeting will be a roundtable discussion on Wednesday, Jan. 15.
Cuyahoga West members will report
on what they learned in 2013. Guests
are welcome to share their recent
finds or to ask for help with a research
problem. A brief business meeting and
installation of the chapter officers for

the 2014-2015 term will precede the
roundtable. Social time, with refreshments, is from 6:30-7 p.m.
If you cannot attend the monthly
evening meetings, you may visit one
of the chapter’s monthly help sessions
offered on the first Wednesday of each
month (except January, July, August
and December), from 1–2:30 p.m., in
the Computer Lab at Westlake Porter
Public Library. Just bring what information you have collected thus far, on
a particular ancestral line, to one of
these help sessions. Members will help
you explore internet sites and/or plan
your next step. The next help session
is Wednesday, Feb. 5, from 1-2:30 p.m.
There is no charge for attending
a meeting or a help session and you
do not have to be a member. However,
members do receive the added benefit
of a quarterly newsletter, The Tracer,
which includes notices of upcoming
genealogical meetings and events,
both local and national. Also, members
are entitled to a 10 percent discount
on chapter publications. Membership
runs from January through December and dues are just $15, $18 for two
people at one address. For questions
or additional information of upcoming
meetings, visit www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs or email cuyahogawest@gmail.com. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westlake recreation center

Westlake porter Public Library

by Jim Dispirito

by Elaine Willis

Ring in the new year, Upcoming events 							
fitness style
at Westlake Porter Public Library

F

rom the staff of the
Westlake Recreation
Center, we want to wish
everyone a very Happy New
Year! Welcome to 2014; now
it’s time to hit the treadmill,
weights or stop by and take a
Zumba class. If you like your
bike, try one of our spinning
classes. Check out our fitness
class schedule online at www.
wlrec.org.
With the New Year come
new programs. Starting over
the next few weeks are classes
ranging from Little Sneakers
to Silver Sneakers. Young or
slightly older, the Westlake
Recreation Department probably has something for you.
Ring in 2014 with Adult
Pickle-Ball Open Gym. Not
sure what this? Stop by on
Tuesday, Jan. 14, from 1-2:30
p.m. and see what this game
is all about. It is played like
tennis, but on a smaller court
and with rules like Ping-Pong.
You can drop in on a daily
basis to play or sign up for the
entire session.
Swimming lessons have
started back up, come and
dive into the warm waters
of our aquatic area. We offer

swimming lessons for the very
young all the way up. Water
aerobics: yep, we have that as
well.
Our Little Sneakers play
time is for children ages up to
five. This area allows children
to run, jump, crawl, laugh and
play in our gym. We set up
the equipment and you come
and have fun. A chance to have
play dates in the comfort of
our warm and cozy gym.
Our fitness department
also has classes dealing in the
martial arts. Junior Hapkido is
for kids ages 5-13. For a family
activity, try our Karate class on
Friday nights. Want to dance?
We offer Wildfire Dance for
children ages 3-18 as well as
Hip Hop for Kids, grades 3-6.
For even more youth fitness
classes, try our Tumble Bugs
program for ages 4-6 or our
Junior Fit Camp for grades
5-12. The DEN is always there
for children ages 10-14.
More information regarding all of these programs and
more can be found at our
website at www.wlrec.org or
by stopping by the Recreation
Center at 28955 Hilliard Blvd.,
calling us at 440-808-5700 or
by picking up our new Rec
Gazette. 

Straight from the Heart raffle
features $100,000 grand prize

W

ould you like to win $100,000? How about a two-year
lease on a Volvo or a Mazda? A Harley Davidson motorcycle? Or a Mediterranean cruise for two! These are
just a few of the 40 incredible prizes offered through the 10th
Annual Straight from the Heart Raffle to benefit the cardiovascular needs of our community.
Since beginning in 2004, the Straight from the Heart Raffle
and Gala have raised more than $2 million to benefit heart care
in our community, including cardiovascular services, technology
and community outreach programs at Fairview, Lakewood and
Lutheran Hospitals.
With such a great cause and so many incredible prizes, why
not purchase a raffle ticket for a chance to win $100,000, or 39
other great items? The raffle takes place Feb. 15 at the Straight
from the Heart gala at LaCentre Conference and Banquet Facility
in Westlake. In addition, early raffle ticket purchasers are entered
into an early bird raffle for a $1,000 cash prize on Jan. 17.
Raffle tickets are $100 each or three tickets for $200. To see
a complete list of prizes, or to purchase raffle tickets online, visit
straightfromtheheartevent.org or contact the Community West
Foundation at 216-476-7061. 

Wednesday, Jan. 8 (10:15-10:45 a.m. or 11-11:30
a.m.) Let’s Sing and Dance! – Join us for a fun
session of singing and dancing for children ages
2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so please
arrive early enough to receive a ticket at the Preschool Desk.

dent or parent of a high school student, let us help
you navigate the world of FAFSA, grants, loans,
scholarships and work study with the help of Patty
Saddle from the College Planning Center. Open to
all future college students and their parents.

Tuesday, Jan. 14 (7 p.m.) Tuesday Evening
Book Discussion – This month we’ll discuss
“The Forgotten Garden” by Kate Morton.

Wednesday, Jan. 8 (4-5:30 p.m.) Books With
Bella – Stop by the Youth Services Department

Wednesday, Jan. 15 (10:15-10:45 a.m. or
11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing and Dance! – Join

each Wednesday and sign your child up for a
10-minute reading time with Bella the Bulldog!
Bring your own book to share with Bella or choose
one of ours. Registration begins every Wednesday
at 3 p.m.

us for a fun session of singing and dancing for
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited,
so please arrive early enough to receive a ticket at
the Preschool Desk.

Thursday, Jan. 9 (7 p.m.) Non-Fiction Book
Discussion – The January selection is “Midnight
in Peking: How the Murder of a Young Englishwoman Haunted the Last Day of Old China” by
Paul French.

Friday, Jan. 10 (Siblings, Ages 1-6: 9:30-10
a.m.) (Toddler, Under Age 3: 10:30-11 a.m.)
(Preschool, Ages 3-6: 11:30 a.m.-noon) Music
Therapy & More – Connecting for Kids and
the Music Therapy Enrichment Corps will teach
parents and caregivers how to have a direct role
in bringing music to life at home, at school, and
in the community. This session is geared to children 1-6 years of age. Siblings are welcome. You
must RSVP for the session by calling 440-250-5563.
Space is limited.

Friday, Jan. 10 (4-5:30 p.m.) Weird Science –
This program explores fundamental science principles, and you’ll participate in hands-on experiments that you can reproduce at home. Grades
4-7. Please register.

Saturday, Jan. 11 (10:30-11 a.m.) Mother
Goose on the Loose! – Join Mother Goose for
this interactive storytime featuring simple books,
rhymes, songs and movement. For ages birth-3
years old with adult caregiver. No registration.

Saturday, Jan. 11 (2-4 p.m.) Carryout
Crafts – Stop in the Youth Services Department
to make our featured craft. Tables will be set up
with all of the supplies needed!

Saturday, Jan. 11 (3-5 p.m.) Mad 4 Manga –
Each month we watch a different Anime series and
talk about our favorite Manga. Sometimes we even
throw in some crafts, Manga drawing or Japanese
treats! Grades 7-12 only. No registration required.

Monday, Jan. 13 (4-5:45 p.m.) Teen Lounge
– Need a place to hang out after school? Come
to WPPL’s Teen Lounge on Monday afternoons!
We’ve got computers, video games, board games,
snacks and more!

Monday, Jan. 13 (7-8:30 p.m.) Entrepreneurship 101 – Thinking of starting your own
business? Learn how to maximize your chances
of success with Business Advisors of Cleveland
representative Simon Ellett. Please register.

Tuesday, Jan. 14 (10 a.m.-noon) Career
TransitionCenter:Writing to Employers – Learn professional letterwriting techniques including
how to write effective cover letters, marketing letters, follow-up
letters and more. You’ll also gain
information on preparing writing
samples when employers request
them.

Tuesday, Jan. 14 (7-8 p.m.)
College Financial Aid –
Whether you’re a high school stu-

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Wednesday, Jan. 15 (4-5:30 p.m.) Books
With Bella – Stop by the Youth Services Department each Wednesday and sign your child up for
a 10-minute reading time with Bella the Bulldog!
Bring your own book to share with Bella or choose
one of ours. Registration begins every Wednesday
at 3 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 15 (6:30-7:15 p.m.) Owl
Read You a Story! – Stop in for owl stories,
activities and a craft. Ages 4-7. Registration begins
Jan. 8.

Wednesday, Jan. 15 (6:30-8:45 p.m.) –
Cuyahoga West Genealogical Society
Friday, Jan. 17 (10-10:45 a.m.) Come Play
With Me! – Open playtime with age-appropriate
toys, songs and rhymes. For children ages 2-5 with
a caring adult. Siblings welcome! Registration
begins Jan. 10.

Saturday, Jan. 18 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) Pokemon
League – Bring your cards and accessories for
a fun morning of play! For kids ages 6-12 only.
Please, no younger siblings. Registration begins
Jan. 11.

Saturday, Jan. 18 (2-3 p.m.) Brick Builders
Club – Love those LEGO bricks? Then bring your
ideas and imagination to the club! All bricks provided. Ages 6-12. No registration.

Sunday, Jan. 19 (2-3 p.m.) I Love Dinosaurs!
– Listen to stories about your favorite dinosaurs,
sing funny songs and rhymes, play games and
even make a prehistoric craft! Ages 3-6. Registration begins Jan. 12.

Monday, Jan. 20 (2-2:45 p.m.) Teddy Bear
Picnic – Bring your own special teddy bear or
favorite stuffed animal and join us for a BEARY fun
time! Ages 3-6. Registration begins Jan. 13.

Monday, Jan. 20 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) Movies
@ Your Library – A snail dreams of becoming the fastest racer in the world, which leads to
embarrassment until a freak accident gives him
the characteristics of a car. Rated PG. Based on
availability, movie may change without notice. In
accordance with library policy, children under age
nine must be accompanied by an adult. Registration begins Jan. 13.

Monday, Jan. 20 (7-8:30 p.m.) Investors’
Interest Group – Making Sense of the Economic Puzzle: Prospects for 2014 – Jack Kleinhenz
of Kleinhenz & Associates will examine key economic factors underpinning the financial outlook
for 2014. Please register.

Tuesday, Jan. 21 (10 a.m.-noon) Telephone
Tips for Jobseekers – Contacting people
by phone is an essential part of a job search. This
workshop will prepare you to use the telephone
effectively.
To register for any of the programs, please call
440-871-2600 or visit signup.westlakelibrary.
org:8080. 
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bay Village branch library

bayarts

Upcoming programs
at Bay Village Branch Library

‘Conjoined Human Parts’
exhibit at BAYarts this month

by Joyce Sandy

by Jessica Stockdale

W

e wish everyone a very happy
and healthy 2014! We know
that one of your resolutions
is to read more, and a trip to the library
is the best place to start! Come in and
check out the displays to find your next
book, find a book on CD to listen to as
you travel, or choose a movie for those
warm nights inside. We invite you to
stop in and ask us for suggestions or
browse the collection to find what you
need. Programs, specials, storytimes
and author visits are scheduled to entertain and inform you. Please join us!

ADULT DEPARTMENT
Wednesday, Jan. 8 (1:30 p.m.)
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK
DISCUSSION – Join us to discuss “The
Silver Star” by Jeannette Walls.

Wednesday, Jan. 22 (7 p.m.)
HOCKEY IN CLEVELAND – Spanning
10 decades and four different arenas,
hockey in Northeast Ohio has a rich history. Join us as local author Jon Sladek
talks about writing his recent book
“Hockey in Cleveland.” A book sale and
signing will follow the presentation.

TEEN DEPARTMENT
Tuesday, Jan. 21 (3:30 p.m.) MUSIC
MIXING WITH GARAGE BAND FOR
IPAD – For grades 6-12. Lay tracks,
play “Garage Band’s” unique Smart
Instruments and keep your creations
by emailing them to your account! Parents must sign a release form in order
to participate.

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Thursday, Jan. 16 (3:30 p.m.) JUNIOR
ENGINEERING CLUB – For ages 8-12.
Bring your ideas and imagination! Get
together once a month with other students and have fun creating all kinds of
structures.

Saturday, Jan. 18 (11 a.m.) MOVIN
AND GROOVIN – For ages 3-5 with a
caregiver. Enjoy a story then put on your
dancing shoes for some fun movin’ and
groovin’ to the music!

Saturday, Jan. 11 (10:30 a.m.) SENSORY STORYTIME – For ages 3-6. Join
us for this storytime designed specifically for children with special needs and
their families. The program incorporates a schedule board, double visuals

and sensory opportunities for participants as well as a 30-minute socialization time following the program.

Saturday, Jan. 11 (11:30 a.m.) 3,2,1,
COUNT ON FUN FOR WINTER – For
ages 18 months to 5 years with a caregiver. Enjoy a class filled with games,
stories, dancing and activities based
around the theme of numbers! Discover how much fun you can have with
numbers and counting in this one-time
Baby Signs class with certified instructor Bridget Daley.

Monday, Jan. 13 (11 a.m.) WHOOO’S
READY FOR SCHOOL – KINDERGARTEN READINESS – For ages 4 and 5
with a caregiver. Help your preschooler
make the transition into their first year
of school. Explore hands-on activity stations together.

MIXED AGES
Monday, Jan. 13 (7 p.m.) BOOKTALK
– For grades 5-8 with an adult. Discuss
great books and enjoy a fun activity,
snacks and some fun time with a favorite family member. Books are available
at the Teen Desk one month before the
discussion.

Thursday, Jan. 16 (7 p.m.) FAMILIES
READING TOGETHER – For families
with children ages 8-12. Discuss a good
book, try a related activity and enjoy
a treat. Books will be available at the
checkout desk one month before the
program.

T

his January, enjoy a
new perspective on the
human form.
Through the use of drawings, paintings and sculptures,
award-winning artist John
Nativio is offering his take on
our everyday physical bodies.
The emphasis of this exhibit shows how the artist’s subjective reality informs how the
human figure is relayed from
his brain and then displayed.
He explores the dynamics of
the human figure, inspired, in
part, as a result of studying the
private library archives of Old
Master drawings at the Uffizi “Paralyzed Forces” by John Nativio is one of
Gallery in Florence.
the pieces in his “Conjoined Human Parts”
The high caliber of exhibit on display at BAYarts through January.
Nativio’s art has earned him
national and international
p.m. There will be light refreshments and
awards for painting and drawing. With a chance to speak with the artist.
works that have been shown in more
Following that, there is a gallery
than 70 museums and 70 juried shows, talk with Nativio on Wednesday, Jan. 15,
it is an artistic treat to have his work dis- 6:30-7:30 p.m. Then, meet with fellow
played in Bay Village.
artists and Nativio, once more, as he
The exhibit is curated by Ross Lesko guides you through a special figure
of the Kenneth Paul Lesko Gallery in drawing workshop on Saturday, Jan. 18,
Cleveland.
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Join us for the opening reception
For more information, visit bayarts.
for the show on Friday, Jan. 10, from 7-9 net. 

Friday, Jan. 17 (11 a.m.) THE COMEDY
MAGIC OF MICHAEL MAGE – For
all ages. Michael Mage incorporates
comedy and endless audience participation into a nonstop laughter show
that you have to see to believe. No two
shows are ever the same!

Monday, Jan. 20 (11 a.m.) SING FOR
FREEDOM – For families with children
ages 4 and up. Celebrate Martin Luther
King Jr. Day with Muszlat-Shalom!
Enjoy listening to music of the Civil
Rights Movement when people sang as
they marched, and learn more about
events of the era. There will be a peace
craft at the end.
Please register to attend these programs online at cuyahogalibrary.org,
by calling 440-871-6392, or when you
stop in to visit us at 502 Cahoon Road.
We look forward to seeing you! 

Cleveland Institute of Art
2014 Pre-College Program
July 13–26, 2014

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Volunteers are welcome
to visit the shop on
Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m.

7

COOPERATIVE

Community House basement
303 Cahoon Road, Bay Village
Details at www.villagebicycles.org

• Specializing in sports strength and conditioning & personal training
• Customized training programs
• Proud to offer highly effective and safe workouts

Course Offerings:
Animation
Biomedical Art: Anatomy
for the Artist
Fashion–Jewelry–Accessories
Foundation in Art + Design
Game Design
Glassblowing
Graphic Design
Illustration
Industrial Design
The Poetry of Painting

Summer’s almost here.
What will your creative
teen be doing?
In CIA’s Pre-College Program, your teen
will spend two weeks using the tools,
facilities and processes available only to
our students, learning from our faculty,
living on campus, and trying out the life
of an art student at a premier college of
art and design.
Learn more at cia.edu/precollege

740.359.9511 • www.collettestrength.com
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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COUNCILS

from front page

In her remarks prior to being sworn
in by Cuyahoga County Common Pleas
Court Judge Robert McClelland, Mayor
Sutherland expressed her gratitude for
the opportunity to serve the city and recognized the contributions of others, past

and present.
“We are building on the successes of
past administrations and our forefathers;
past councils, past mayors,” Sutherland
said. “I think it’s important to acknowledge that. We don’t just start over from
ground zero, we continue to build and
get better and improve and I think that’s
really what’s important to all of us.”

servants, their families and residents that
filled Westlake’s city council chambers.
“Even though it’s a jovial occasion and
everyone’s having fun, this reflects our
democracy, and it is what we have in
this country that everyone doesn’t have
around the world. This is a special honor
and privilege to be here. … This is really
government in action.” 

Westlake Ward 1 Councilmember Lynda Appel, second from left, was
joined by her husband, Jeff, and children Michelle, Paul and Julie when she
was sworn in by Cuyahoga County Clerk of Courts Andrea Rocco, far left.

Photos by denny Wendell

Incoming Bay Village Ward 2 Councilman Paul Vincent is sworn in by
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court Judge Robert McClelland at the
Dwyer Center Jan. 1. His wife, Kateri, holds the Bible.

Sutherland also commented on the
importance of the democratic ideal of a
peaceful transfer of power, a sentiment
echoed the following evening during Westlake’s ceremony by Ohio Supreme Court
Justice Terrence O’Donnell, who administered oaths to several council members.
“We transfer power with an oath,”
Justice O’Donnell told the crowd of public

Westlake Ward 2 Councilman Nick Nunnari is inaugurated in council
chambers Jan. 2 by Cuyahoga County Probate Court Magistrate David Mills,
as his wife, Alice, and youngest son, Matthew, look on.

one senior’s opinion

Welcome 2014
by Dianne Borowski

A

s I scan the pages on my brand
new calendar I wonder what lies
ahead? Will this year bring happiness, good health and good friendships or will sorrow or sadness fill in
the blank spaces of my life? The future
remains hidden from us. All we have is

this moment.
I hope your moments are good ones.
When the uncomfortable moments
arrive I try to find some good to focus on.
I can look at a sunrise and feel inspired,
forgetting my “problem” for a little while.
This really works for me. If for some reason
I don’t find something to inspire me, I can
remember a happy time or paint a happy
picture in my imagination.
I often think of Helen Keller and
wonder how she moved from the isolation caused by her physical disabilities

Thomas Henderson, elected to represent Bay’s Ward 4, shakes the hand of
Judge McClelland after taking the oath. His wife, Melissa, holds the Bible.
See committee assignments and more inauguration photos at wbvobserver.com.

to become a role model for us all. Helen’s
success didn’t happen overnight. She
worked very hard to become educated and
respected. She never gave up. Her many
small setbacks blended with her successes
to lead her to her dreams. I believe our lives
are built on the choices we make every day.
Every choice, even a bad one, can teach us
something if we let it.
My wish for you at the beginning of
this new year is to let a little sunshine into
your life, even on the cloudiest of days.
Remember, beyond the clouds the sun is

there, shining. Take a bit of that sunlight
home to your family to light up their lives
a little. Take that light out into the community and let it shine on someone who
seems to be having a bad day. Pass it on.
I would like to share with you some
words written by the poet, Maya Angelou. “Let nothing dim the light that shines
from within.” We can each help create a
better world for 2014 by brightening up
our community, especially for those who
struggle or are sick, hurt or lonely. 

All-New Show | With Live Orchestra

“A Dazzling Show!

The production values are grand.”
— The Globe and Mail

World’s top Classical Chinese dancers
Unique east-west orchestra
Exquisite costumes & Animated backdrops
Timeless lengends and myths revived

ShenYun.com
More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Recalling the Great Qin, 2011

February 1 - 2
STATE THEATRE
Tickets: 216-241-6000 / 888-974-3698
Online: ShenYun.com PlayHouseSquare.org
Presented by Ohio Falun Dafa Association
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Bay village city schools

Bay village branch library

Rockets soar with new spirit
logo and slogan

Spirits in the Rhodes
mansion to be
investigated at Bay Library

by Karen Derby

Photos by Karen Derby

R

obert Russell
Rhodes (18461916) was a
great-grandson of
Josiah Barber, a pioneer from Connecticut who in 1818 settled and developed
140 acres of land in
what would become
the center of Ohio
City. The property
became known as The Robert Russell Rhodes Mansion
Franklin Circle and in Ohio City is the subject of a
many of the great talk on Jan. 14, 10 a.m., at the Bay
mansions were built Village Branch Library.
on this site, including those of Marcus Hanna, Daniel Pomeroy Rhodes, James Ford
Rhodes as well as Robert Russell Rhodes.
His Italian Villa style house at 2905 Franklin Boulevard in Ohio
City was built in 1874. The building currently houses the Cuyahoga
County Archives.
Join us on Tuesday, Jan. 14, at 10 a.m. at the Bay Village Branch
Library as Judy Cetina, Cuyahoga County archivist, will talk about
the spirits that occupy the Robert Russell Rhodes House and share
information about the Archives, its services and holdings. Registration is requested, either at www.cuyahogalibrary.org or by calling
440-871-6392.
This program is presented in collaboration with Dwyer Memorial Senior Center. 

DANCE | THEATER | VISUAL ARTS | OUTREACH EDUCATION
EARLY CHILDHOOD | CREATIVE ARTS THERAPIES | MUSIC

*16-week

THEATER INSTRUCTION
DANCE INSTRUCTION

216.521.2540 x10
beckcenter.org

JAN. 13 aNd 27*

sessions begin Jan. 13; 14-week sessions begin Jan. 27

Westshore Campus | 31001 Clemens Road, Westlake

866-933-5183 | www.tri-c.edu/westshore
Where futures begin

SM

17801 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

Image courtesy Jim Dubelko, clevelandhistorical.org.

by Barbara Isaacs

A

collaboration between
Bay High varsity boys
basketball coach Jared
Shetzer, Bay High Principal
Jason Martin, and BHS senior
Grace Harms has breathed new
spirit into Bay High School’s for students to wear at
athletics program. Coach home and away games.
Shetzer wanted a concept that The shirts sell as a pair for
would bring the school togeth- $12, with proceeds bener, and he came up with “One efitting all the good work
Rocket Nation” as a slogan.
done by YPF.
Principal Jason Martin
Grace followed up
liked the idea, and he also the T-shirt project by Senior Grace Harms and varsity
wanted a fundraiser for the painting the logo on the boys basketball coach Jared
Youth Philanthropy Fellow- Bay High gymnasium Shetzer created Bay High’s new
spirit slogan and logo.
ship (YPF), a student service wall. 
group he advises.
Enter Grace Harms,
an award-winning
student artist well
known for her talent
at graphic design.
Grace designed
the One Rocket
Nation logo that now
emblazons a pair
of school T-shirts,
one on a blue background and one on Bay High senior Grace Harms with her One Rocket Nation logo on
a white background, Bay High’s gymnasium wall.
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the digital world

Village Bicycle Co-op

reader’s opinion

If Charlton Heston carried a tablet ... Dashing into On Aging
2014
by Tak Sato

D

id you get a tablet or a smartphone over the holidays and
wondering “now what?” as you
stare at the box? Fear not as I’m your
guide into the digital world!
Listen, we’re not that much different than Charlton Heston. He was
an Oscar-winning Hollywood actor, a
political activist and a husband, but like
him, you and I also have personal and
professional lives to manage.
Whereas Mr. Heston may have
employed a warm-blooded personal
assistant to pick up his dry cleanings
and schedule his appointments, we
can thank the disruptive innovation
known as the internet for creating disruptive technologies like smartphones
so we, too, can have personal assistants. Tablets and smartphones can
also provide entertainment and added
conveniences that even a warmblooded personal assistant may have
a hard time delivering.
To make the most of your new tool
you want your tablets to be always connected to the internet; smartphones,
inherently, are always connected
through the cell phone service provider.
We’ll cover these and other details later.
I’ll stop short of professing “How
do I love thee?” of the tablets and
smartphones. Several years ago Apple
trademarked “There’s an App for That”
catchphrase and it is so true. Remember that catchphrase and that you only
need “a” finger to evoke the “apps,”
short for applications, to get things
accomplished (no mouse to deal with
here). Now “let me count the ways” in
which tablets and smartphones can be
your personal assistant and provider of
entertainment while making the whole
experience enjoyable and intuitive.
1) Use the “Email” app when you

O’Neill Management

want to communicate with somebody
but you don’t have time. Send a message and forget about it until the reply
comes into your inbox.
2) Do you like to read magazines
but getting to the library is a challenge?
Use your Westlake Porter Public Library
or Cuyahoga County Public Library
patron ID together with the “Zinio” app
so you can read them on your tablet or
smartphone from the comfort of your
home for free.
3) Need to request a prescription
refill issued by your primary care physician at the Cleveland Clinic? Use the
“MyChart” app to log in to your electronic medical records.
4) Imagine being lost on the road
and not having a GPS. Just whip out
your smartphone and tap the “Google
Maps” app and let your smartphone
navigate you to your destination. I don’t
ask for directions.
5) Is your little black book of
contacts a little hard to read from
repeated corrections? Why not use the
“Contacts” app so when your friend
moves out-of-town it’s simple to edit
the address.
There are tons of more apps available to you from Apple’s “App Store”
(if you buy an iPad or iPhone from
Apple), and from Google’s “Play Store”
or Amazon’s “appstore” (if you buy a
tablet or smartphone built on Google’s
Android system straight from Google or
its numerous partners), and countless
more benefits to using a tablet or smartphone. Also apps on the smartphones
and tablets are similar, if not the same,
in their operation so the learning curve
is short. Best of all they are intuitive
to use and can make you ubiquitous
in the digital world while helping you
manage the chaos of everyday life.
Next issue’s topic: “Tablets or
smartphones ... or both?” 

by Joanne Rubino

by Donna Wilson

H

appy 2014 from Village Bicycle
Cooperative. We are really looking forward to this new year
with many activities planned. More
information about them will be coming
in the future.
VBC would like to thank the volunteers who have helped with the
success of the co-op. We were able to
repurpose more than 130 bikes with 65
being sold and 64 donated, of which 31
went to the Salvation Army during the
holiday season. In line with our commitment to sustainability, 40 bikes were
diverted from the waste stream. They
were scrapped and used for parts and
frames. Much of the scrapped chain was
used at our Bike Art Class in December.
Also more than 100 tires were taken to
the hazardous waste drop-off and will
be recycled into playground mulch. Not
to toot our own horn but we are quite
happy with the results. Thanks to everyone who donated bikes, volunteered or
participated in our events.
VBC opened for business this year
on Jan. 4. Our regular winter hours will
be Tuesdays from 4-6 p.m. and Saturdays from noon to 2 p.m. but please
check the calendar at www.villagebicycle.org. Also anyone interested in volunteering may come on any Wednesday
from 6:30-8 p.m.
Volunteers old and new are invited
to participate. We hope to increase our
previous bike sales and donations. We
need your help to continue to offer
unique experiences and enrich the lives
of Northeast Ohio residents. Come, see,
learn and meet new people.
Happy pedaling in 2014 – may the
sun be at your back and a gentle breeze
guide you into the new year. 

T

here’s an old adage that says “Youth
is wasted on the young.” The older
I get the more I believe this is true.
What a wonderful world this would be
if no one judged people on the basis of their
age. Although wrinkles have appeared on
our countenance and we have a generous
sprinkling of silver in our hair, deep down
inside we are still young, fresh and new.
Since we are still on this earth there must be
a meaning for our being, something more
for us to do. There must be a purpose to this
aging business.
When we were younger we could
always go to our parents and grandparents
for advice, seeking the wisdom we knew
they possessed. Heaven help us now, for we
have become the oracles. We are the sages
who are expected to dole out wisdom to the
younger generations.
For myself, I can honestly say that I
don’t feel one iota wiser or more sure of
myself than I did in my twenties. If anything
I am even more certain of my ignorance
and shortcomings, more aware of and confident of my own insecurities. Things today
are, if anything, more challenging than they
were in my younger days.
My hope is that now we don’t judge
anyone by age alone but rather by who
they are, what they have accomplished
and what their hearts hold. The world goes
on its bumpy path adoring youth for all
the wrong reasons, ignoring those in the
winter of their lives. These old birds still
have something to teach us. They have
known fears and sorrows as well as joy and
triumphs.
At the day’s end, it can be said of all
of us that we are each struggling to find
our own way. No one, no matter how old,
has all the answers and inside we are still
children struggling to learn, desperate for
reassurance whatever our chronological
age might be. 

Owned and operated by the John O’Neill Family since 1962. A Legacy of Excellence for over 50 years.

Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

To reach any of our facilities, call

A unique combination of apartment living, personalized supportive services & healthcare
Bay Village

Don’t spend the winter alone consider a “vacation stay” with us
and enhance the qualify of your life.
Furnished suites are available with
affordable daily rates.

North Ridgeville

Lakewood

Call to schedule your tour today!
North Olmsted

www.BBHC.net | 605 Bradley Road, Bay Village | (440) 871-3474
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Report: WCOG meeting, Dec. 11, 2013

sporting views

What will 2014 bring for
Cleveland’s pro sports teams?
by Jeff Bing

Y

ou ARE sitting down, right?
Good. I hate to see people crying
while standing at the same time – it’s
not a good look. And I know, I know … how
could one ever speak disparagingly about
our beloved sports teams in this hotbed of
perennial sport success? I mean, it (all this
constant winning) gets old after a while,
doesn’t it?
Anyway, I broke out the old crystal ball,
looked at the Cavs, Indians and Browns,
became ill, and put the ball away. However,
being the trouper that I am, and knowing
that my reader(s) will tolerate only the journalistic best from the Observer (and here’s
hoping that someday Tara will be able to
deliver on that) I will forge ahead and report
on what I saw. And folks, it ain’t “perty” …
Cavs: So, let’s see if I have this straight:
Bynum’s a bust. Bennett’s a bust. Brown’s
a bust. Irving and Waiters would like to
bust each other up. Seriously, what’s not
to love about this team? I like where they’re
headed. All I can say is, “Waiters, check,
please.” (That’s a little basketball humor
there, folks).
Indians: So, let’s see if I have this
straight: We lost almost all of our bullpen, two of our starters, but we still have
the perennial underperforming crybaby,
Asdrubal Cabrera, on the roster. And we’re
filling the two starting pitching jobs with
Carlos (just call him “Tabasco”) Carrasco,
and Josh Tomlin. The sad thing is, Josh only
rates second on the list of “The Tomlins I’d
like to see in Cleveland” list, because if we

reader’s opinion

Connecting with
family at Christmas
by Bruce Leigh

W

ow, what a great Christmas I had. I
got several nice gifts. Most of them
were gift cards for restaurants,
which I love.
My Christmas morning started out at my
oldest son’s house with hugging all the kids
and getting kissed on the cheek by all the
young girls. Some of my relatives who were
there I hadn’t seen in months.
I look forward to Christmas breakfast
for several reasons. Al is getting very good at
making a special egg dish, strata. The menu
also included fresh fruit juice, great coffee
and good conversation.
Christmas is the one time of the year
we get to catch up with what everyone in

LEPRECHAUN

were getting Mike, that would be worth getting excited about. Yes, I know Mike is the
head coach of the Steelers (wrong sport), but
let me dream for a second, will you?
But fear not – the Indians did do a
good thing over the winter, by signing Jason
Giambi for another year. I mean, whenever
a team signs an over-the-hill veteran and
he has a fairy-tale season – as Giambi did
in 2013 – it always works the second time
around, doesn’t it? Absolutely it does, about
as good as Sylvester Stallone’s facelift did.
(“Yo, Adrianne…I look like Joan Rivers.”)
If signing Giambi is the highlight of the
off-season, that’s what the Tribe will have in
2014: an “off” season. (There’s no stopping
me when I’m on a roll like this, folks).
Browns: Mike Lombardi, Joe Banner
and Jimmy Haslam are walking along (presumably talking Browns draft choices) when
they come upon a set of tracks. “They’re deer
tracks,” says Lombardi. “Nope, they’re elk
tracks,” claims Banner. “You’re both idiots,”
says Haslam. “It’s obvious they’re moose
tracks.” Shortly thereafter the train struck
them.
Unfortunately, I used valuable word
space above to indicate the esteem of
which I hold the Browns’ current cumulative
“brain-trust”. Barkevious Mingo? Davone
Bess? Paul Kruger? Remind me again why I
should be excited that we have all those draft
picks this spring.
Oh yes, yes, NOW I remember … these
guys know what they’re doing. Much like
Savage, Mangini, Holmgren …
Honestly now: What says Happy New
Year better than talking Cleveland sports? 

the family is doing. We find out what is
going on in the lives of the youngsters all
the way up to my group, the mature elders.
I guess that’s a nice way to say “old.” There
was information about high school sports
to new jobs and recent engagements. All
the young people want me to get on Facebook.
As we settled down to a swell Christmas dinner with some kind of roast that was
pink in the middle and all the trimmings,
the subject got back to me and Facebook.
The young people in my family are really
persistent. They said, “Come on Grandpa
Bruce, please, please, pretty please, Uncle
Bruce.” I had to put my foot down. NO! I’m
getting too old for these tech things like
email, Googling, wireless printers, iPads or
smart pads or tablets or smartphones, etc.
The only thing I don’t have to ask their
advice on is my microwave. I can handle
that just fine without any help. The only
thing I asked them before I left was PLEASE
don’t ask me to Skype you. It’s not going to
happen. 

LOCO HOUR EVERY DAY!
11:00 am - 7 pm : $1.50 Drafts
$2 Bottles • $2.50 Well Drinks

Best Corned Beef and Burgers In Town!

BesT FrIday FIsh Fry Lake erIe PerCh $10.95 15% OFF

Mexican Monday- $1 Tacos,
$2 coronas, $3 Margaritas
CHEF OPERATED KITCHEN - Open til 2 am daily

Your Check

Dine-In Only. Not valid with other coupons or
discounted items. Expires Jan. 21, 2014 (OBS)

24545 CENTER RIDGE RD. (between Clague & Columbia Rd.) 440-250-LOCO (5626)
PLEASE PROOFREAD
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by LWV observer Conda
Boyd (Bay Village chapter)
This report, which contains
observations and selected highlights
of a meeting of the Westshore Council of Governments is not an official
statement of the League of Women
Voters. Official minutes are prepared
by Mayor Summers’ office.
Guest: Jeff Capretto, Special Agent in
Charge (SAIC), Westshore Enforcement Bureau (WEB) Narcotics Task
Force
SAIC Capretto presented copies
of the WEB Narcotics Task Force’s
most recent (2012) annual report,
detailing prosecuted cases, drug and
prescription medication seizures,
other activities of the WEB drug unit,
and activities of the Westshore Young
Leaders, a WEB-sponsored network
dedicated to preventing substance
abuse “through collaborative problem solving and leadership development.”
WEB is attacking the growth of
prescription drug abuse on several
fronts. Ohio Automated Rx Reporting System (OARRS) helps identify
patients who “doctor shop” to obtain
multiple prescriptions. Prescription
drug dropboxes have been installed
in all WEB police department lobbies, with 1,100 pounds of all types of
drugs collected year to date. Pharmacies are alerted when prescription
pads are reported stolen. Finally,
doctors suspected of pill trafficking
are investigated and prosecuted.
Active street drug complaints
currently number 35. Heroin use is
at an all-time high. Meth Check helps
identify sales of over-the-counter
medications that contain precursors
to methamphetamine.
Prevention education for staff,
the public and the Westshore Young

Leaders group receives high priority.
Other Topics
WCOG’s 2014 budget and dues
allocation formula will be finalized
in February. In the meantime, the
mayors voted a temporary appropriation of 25 percent of the 2013
budget.
Discussion of November’s Westshore Fire Investigation Unit proposal was carried over to January. Open
questions include when it is appropriate to call in state investigators,
how the Unit would interface with
the state, overtime implications, an
inventory of trained staff, and continuing education and credential
requirements. It was noted that the
Fairview Park fire chief is retiring.
Mayor Summers will contact
November’s guest, William Denihan, CEO, Alcohol, Drug Addiction,
& Mental Health Services (ADAMHS)
Board of Cuyahoga County, to
request a proposal for crisis intervention training for Westshore mayors,
directors and social workers.
Councilman Greenspan
announced that the county’s
reverse-911 system is being tested
and will be made available at the
local level upon successful completion of the tests.
Future Topics
Topics for January include the
WEB budget and cost allocation, Fire
Investigation Unit, Human Resources consulting and changes due to the
Affordable Care Act.
The Westshore Council of Governments was founded in 1971 “to
foster cooperation between municipalities in all areas of municipal service.” All meetings are open to the
public. The next meeting will be Jan.
8, 9:30-11:30 a.m., in the Fairview
Park Gemini Center’s Birch Room. 

‘Moments of Vision’ photographic
exhibit at Porter Library

T

he Porter Gallery, located
within Westlake Porter Public
Library, is currently showing
a photographic art exhibit titled
“Moments of Vision” by photographer Marcello Mellino, on view until
Jan. 30.
According to the artist, “‘Seeing’
rather than just looking at surrounding realities is at times difficult and
even painful, but so critical in our
process of growth and understanding life’s moments.
“The current exhibition highlights several such moments, apparently unconnected but still sharing

an instant of magical significance
for the viewer behind the camera.
The beauty of these moments is
often hidden in the solitude or the
insignificance of the surroundings,
but it is persistently my goal to find
an aspect of truth also in the mundane and the obvious.
“As we look ‘out the window’
there is still a story to be told; we
just need to look better and see it!”
The public is invited to a Gallery Talk scheduled for Saturday, Jan.
18, at 2 p.m. for an informal discussion on the current exhibition with
Marcello Mellino. 

AVON ADDRESS with AFFORDABLE RENTS!

UnDeR neW
MAnAGeMent

TimberLake
Townhomes

• Washer/Dryer hook-ups
• 2 Full Bathrooms
• Community and Fitness Rooms
• Basketball Court & Play Area
37830 Chester road, avon
• Swimming Pool
now LeasinG
• Avon School District
3 bedroom, 2 bath Townhomes $825!
• Income Guidelines Apply
Call today 440-934-7774

www.liveattimberlakeapartments.com
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
NEOPC January Meeting
Northeast Ohio Personal Computers group
welcomes back Ian Abbott to cover the latest
federal, state and local income tax updates.
These updates will help everyone in preparing
their 2013 income tax returns. A tax preparation
software package will be given as a door prize.
Come at 6:30 p.m. for refreshments followed by
the main program at 7 p.m. Free and open to all.
For more information, go to www.neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Thursday, Jan. 9, 6:45-8:45 p.m.
WestShore Republicans January Meeting
Topic of discussion: Common Core Standards. A
number of Ohio-based education experts will
discuss the Common Core Standards and their
potential impact on local school districts. Come
join fellow Republicans of the West Shore region
to talk politics and policy. Call 440-250-9446 for
more information.
Rocky River Library, 1600 Hampton Rd.
Monday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.
Reception for Superintendent Daniel Keenan
Dr. Daniel Keenan, Superintendent of

Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Westlake Schools, has been named the 2014
Superintendent of the Year by the Buckeye
Association of School Administrators. Please join
the Westlake Council of PTAs in honoring Dr.
Keenan. The program will start at 7 p.m. with a
reception following.
Westlake High School Rotunda, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

Western Cuyahoga Lodge 25, FOP Hall, 26145 Center
Ridge Rd., Westlake

Tuesday, Jan. 14, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Monthly Meeting of Chapter 91 of the Public
Employee Retirees Inc.
Sherma Brown, of Humana, an Ohio Public
Employees Retirement System (OPERS) account
advisor, will talk about 2014 health benefits, the
Retiree Medical Account, and In-Home Health and
Well Being Assessments.
Fairview Park Branch Library, 21255 Lorain Rd.
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m.
West Side Democrats Meeting
Jim Rokakis, director of the Western Reserve Land
Conservancy, Thriving Communities Institute, will
discuss foreclosures, demolition and the greening
of Cleveland. Jim is a great speaker, and has a
lot to share. Bring along a friend or two, to hear
this important information. Beverages provided.
Contact Jeanne at 440-892-3430 for more info.

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio
Genealogical Society
Installation of 2014-15 officers and Genealogical
Roundtable Sharing, “Progress Report: What I
Learned in 2013.” Public is invited at no charge.
Social time, with refreshments, is from 6:30-7 p.m.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Friday, Jan. 17, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Group for Older Adults with Cancer
Find mutual support, learn new ways of coping
with your cancer and discuss issues important
to older adults. Call 216-595-9546 or visit www.
touchedbycancer.org for more information.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake
Saturday, Jan. 18, 11:05 a.m.-1 p.m.
Bay Village League of Women Voters meeting
We will be planning 2014 activities, including
voter education for county, state and national
elections; input into national program planning;
local “hot topic” forums; a corps to observe public
meetings; and other local projects. Bring your

ideas and a beverage – we’ll bring the cookies!
The public are invited and encouraged to attend.
Bay Village Police Station Community Room, 28000
Wolf Rd.
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Westside Professional Women’s Connection
Monthly meeting open to all women in business.
Join us and meet women who can support you
in your business and career endeavors. Members
are $15; guests are $20. RSVPs accepted but not
required; 440-263-6176.
The Copper Cup, 680 Dover Center Rd., Westlake
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 7 p.m.
How to Help Your Child Enjoy Lunch and Recess
Does your child struggle to make friends on the
playground? Does he/she sit alone at lunch?
Come learn some useful strategies for including
ALL children during lunch and recess times.
This presentation is facilitated by Sue Bazyk,
PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA, Cleveland State University.
Childcare is provided but space is limited. To
reserve a spot for your child, visit email info@
connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Human nature the subject of discussion group starting Jan. 20
by Beverly Thomas

D

o you ever wonder why it seems difficult for
people to “just get along” whether it is in
religion, international relations or politics?
We invite you to join us commencing on Monday, Jan.
20, when Joseph Konen will lead our local Bay Village
CWRU group in an exploration of Jonathan Haidt’s
book “The Righteous Mind.”
This splendidly written, sophisticated and stimulating book explores how we humans are both coop-

Achieve More.

On Time. On Budget.
Take your company to the next level.
Through our Consulting Services
for Startups, Growing Businesses
and Non-Profit Organizations.
• Accelerated Growth Plans
• Situational Consulting
• Business Plans for Capital
Investments
• Marketing
Plans
Ty p e : C e n tand
u r y G o t hFinancial
ic
• Crisis Management Plans
• Strategic Relationships with
Bankers and Angel Investors

440.363.5800

1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake

www.parkeastgroupinc.com
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erative and competitive. Haidt’s research leads him
to believe that “human nature is not just intrinsically
moral, it’s also intrinsically moralistic, critical and
judgmental.”
We look forward to meeting new people and the
insights they bring. These classes are sponsored by
Siegal Lifelong Learning Program at Case Western
Reserve University. The eight-week session will be
held Mondays from 10 to 11:30 a.m. beginning Jan.
20 at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church which is located
on the southwest corner of the intersection of Wolf

and Bradley roads in Bay Village.
Advance registration together with payment of
the course fee of $75 is required and must be received
prior to the start of class.
For more information on this class or to register,
call Marianne at 440-808-0076 or Beverly at 440-8352917.
CWRU courses are offered across the Greater
Cleveland area. For more information on other
classes call the office of Continuing Education at
216-368-2090. 

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.

Professional Pet Care Services
“We take the
Personal In-Home worry out of
Pet Care
being away”
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

620 Dover Center Rd. • 440-871-0899

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other
special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RENOVATIONS

A proud member of the Bay Village community

JIM

MARIE

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.
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FREE ESTIMATES

REMODELING DONE RIGHT

216-785-1616

• KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • REC ROOMS
• ATTICS • ADDITIONS • DECKS/ARBORS
SMALL PROJECTS WELCOME
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Ray the Lamp Guy

Greenisland

Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates

Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)
Bay Village • 440-250-9086
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440-871-4389

Don’t replace that old lamp - I can FIX it!
I Can Fix Holiday FLOOR LAMPS,
LAMPS,
Light Displays TABLE
DESK LAMPS,
(No string lights)
Newer Lamps too!

Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

Irish Restaurant & Pub

Proud to be part of the Bay Village community
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Visit us on the web @ www.JoesLakewoodComputer.com
Or in our shop @ 14035 Madison Avenue in Lakewood
Call us @ 216-409-1656
"Like" us on Facebook: JoesLakewoodComputer

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am
Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices
23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

