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Tireless volunteerism earns
Rick Grane title of Mr. Westlake

Santa to have many
helpers when he comes
to Bay Village Dec. 8
by Eric eakin

Photo by denny Wendell

S

Rick Grane high-fives walkers during the Susan G. Komen 3-Day for the Cure event in July 2011.
by Denny Wendell

Y

ou probably know
Rick Grane. You
may not know him
by name, but if you’ve
ventured out to community events in Westlake
throughout the years,
you’ve seen him.

Rick is present at
most large events in the
city, volunteering as an
auxiliary police officer.
Relay for Life, there’s
Rick from the opening to
closing ceremonies. The
Susan G. Komen 3-Day
for the Cure, there’s Rick
stopping traffic for the

walkers and giving highfives as they pass. At the
North Coast Challenge,
there’s Rick in front of
St. John Medical Center
lining up kids for the fun
run. Memorial Day and
Fourth of July parades,
Kiwanis pancake breakfasts, Elks Lodge fund-

raisers … there’s Rick.
It’s only fitting that
Rick has been honored for
his citywide volunteerism
by being named Mr. Westlake 2014 by the Westlake
Town Criers during the
Christmas tree lighting on
Nov. 23 at Crocker Park.
» See GRANE page 2

anta Claus will
have many helpers when he
comes to Bay Village on
Sunday, Dec. 8.
The jolly old elf
will be touring the city
aboard a fire truck that
day, starting at 2 p.m. from
the Bay Lodge, and will
be greeting friends at the
Community House about
3 p.m.
Huntington Playhouse
Director Tom Meyrose will
read “Twas The Night Before
Christmas” about 4 p.m. in
the Cahoon Memorial Park
gazebo prior to Santa Claus
lighting the city’s official
Christmas tree.
Prior to the event, the
Village Bicycle Cooperative will be sponsoring a
“bike craft” event in its
facility in the lower level
of the Community House.
Running from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., participants
will be able to create a
bracelet, ornament or
votive candleholder from
upcycled bicycle chains.
The event is “geared”

Worldwide candle
lighting remembers
children of all ages
by Ellie Peiffer

O

n the second Sunday in
December, people around
the globe gather to light
candles to remember children that
have died too soon. This mass candle
lighting, now in its 17th year, begins
in New Zealand and encircles the
globe with light as it passes through
each time zone to honor the memory
of children. The event is sponsored by
the Compassionate Friends whose
mission is to support families after a
child has died.
There will be a local Worldwide
Candle Lighting site
at Westlake United
Methodist Church
on Sunday, Dec. 8,

beginning at 6:30
p.m. in which we
will remember children, grandchildren
and siblings with
music, inspirational
readings and messages of hope.
At 7 p.m., all Candles will be lit across the globe during the
are invited to light Worldwide Candle Lighting to remember children
candles to join the who have died. The Westlake event is being orgacircle of light honor- nized by Jennifer and Hamp Howell in memory of
ing those who were their daughter, Danielle Koran (pictured with her
the light of so many daughter, Ella, and her partner, Alan Pyrczak).
lives. Family and
friends are invited to share in this time so that the light of our children will
of healing and hope. Afterwards, share always shine. You are invited to bring
time together with refreshments, a copies of photos, poems or other
memory board and (weather permit- items for the memory board.
ting) the release of candle lanterns
» See CANDLE page 4

towards all and families
are encouraged to participate together. Email jennifer@villagebicycle.org to
register.
Those coming to
greet Santa Claus also are
encouraged to bring nonperishable food items, or
cash donations, for the
city’s “Holiday Caring and
Sharing Program.” All donations will be distributed to
needy Bay Village families
during the holidays.
Community groups,
including the Bay Village
Women’s Club, Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center,
Bradley Bay Health Center,
the Bay Village Green Team
and BAYarts, will have
tables set up in the Community House, offering
holiday items and complimentary refreshments.
» See SANTA page 2

musings from the middle

Holiday
Perspectives
by Audrey Ray

H

as your point of view ever changed about
something? My point of view of the holiday
season has definitely changed since my trip
to South Africa. The holiday season is coming, and
I am sure it is an extremely painful time for people
everywhere who are homeless because they have
nothing to give to their family and they have no
home to decorate. Also, they cannot get together
with their family members.
People who are homeless know there are families with homes who are going to get presents to
open, have lights up on their houses, and have a special meal together. It feels like people get so wrapped
up in shopping, buying presents and making their
own holiday plans. It’s easy to forget about people
who are less fortunate than they are. In fact I think
it’s difficult to imagine what they may feel.
» See HOLIDAY page 4
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GRANE

CELEBRATING

5 YEARS

continued from front page

Pulleys employee Peter Iaffaldano
cuts the ribbon at the cafe’s grand
opening at Porter Library on Nov. 12.

SANTA

continued from front page
The Rose Hill Museum
and Osborn Learning Center
will be open, and Bay Kiwanis
will be selling holiday trees.
Around 4:15 p.m. Santa
will throw the switch to light
the city’s official holiday
tree in the gazebo. Local
choirs and choral groups are
expected to participate.
Bay Village residents
may help celebrate the holiday by lighting luminaries
throughout the city that
evening.
Santa’s route will be
Ashton Lane, Lincoln Road,
Knickerbocker Road, West

began after the previous café closed in
February. Since then much effort has
gone into preparing the café space,
selecting and training staff, and acquiring the various local and state approvals
needed to open.
“We’re thrilled to have a café again,”
said Library Director Andrew Mangels.
“And judging by the use it’s getting,
library users are too.”
A grand opening celebration took
place on Nov. 12. 

Oviatt Road, Dover Center part in the festivities or baykiwanis@gmail.com or
Road, Osborn Road, Park- selling holiday merchan- 216-225-6538.
side and Huntmere drives, dise should contact Cynthia
This event is co-sponOsborn Road, Bayfair Drive, Eakin at info@bayhistori- sored by the Bay Village HisEast Oakland Road, Ford- cal.com or 216-213-0312, torical Society and the Bay
ham Parkway and Wolf Road. or Rhonda Schneider at Kiwanis. 
All Bay Village community
groups are invited to participate
by decorating a
holiday tree, to
be displayed in
the park. Tables
in the Community House
also are available for the sale
of Christmas
ornaments and
m e rc h a n d i s e.
Anyone inter- The Christmas tree lighting at the gazebo at Cahoon Memorial Park
ested in taking will take place at 4:15 p.m. on Dec. 8.
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Observer Guidelines
Want to submit an article to the
Observer? We’d love to hear from you! Here
are some guidelines to keep in mind when
writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or
Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
• Aim for 300-500 word articles.
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of
2 megabytes in size.
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t
copy others’ work and remember to
credit your sources.
• Review our Observer FAQs on our
website at: wbvobserver.com
• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at
every step along the way. Don’t hesitate to
come to us for advice or help with topics,
content or the submission process. Staff
contact information is listed below.
To join in, sign up through the Member
Center at wbvobserver.com/members to
submit your stories, photos and events.
All content should be submitted through
the Member Center, not by email.

Production office
451 Queenswood Drive
Bay Village, Ohio 44140
440-409-0114  • Fax 440-409-0118

New cafe opens at Westlake
Porter Public Library
ulleys at Porter Café opened
on Oct. 7 with a full menu of
coffee, pastries, sandwiches
and salads.
Pulleys is operated by SAW Inc.–
Solutions at Work – which is a nonprofit
organization employing and training
individuals with developmental disabilities. SAW was selected as the new
café after a two-month long process that

have
joined the Observer
609Volunteers

The views and opinions expressed in
this publication do not necessarily reflect
the views and opinions of the Westlake |
Bay Village Observer staff.

westlake porter public library

by Elaine Willis

Community Powered News

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer
is a hyperlocal community newspaper
and website written by, for and about
the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,
providing perspectives and information
about topics and events in our community.
The mission of the Westlake | Bay
Village Observer is to inform, involve
and energize the community through
citizen participation of 600+ community
volunteers.

PhotoS by denny Wendell

The annual award is usually given
to the married couple that together
best exemplify the service-oriented
goals of the Town Criers. But this year
an exception was made, and Rick was
chosen along with his departed wife,
Susan, who succumbed to a difficult
battle with cancer in 2003. His wife’s
fight with cancer was the impetus for
Rick to volunteer so much of his time
for causes involved with finding a cure
3-day walkers embrace Rick as he directs them on their route through Westlake.
for the disease.
Besides Susan, cancer has claimed
over a dozen of Rick’s relatives over the years “I see something
and he believes he keeps their memories
that needs to be
alive by participating in so many of these
events.
done and I do it”
“You’ve got to give back, I’ve seen way
too many people that take things for granted,” said Rick.
His contribution to making Westlake a better place includes more than
his auxiliary police duties. He is heavily involved in the Westlake Kiwanis,
having recently served as president of the organization. He also belongs to
the Elks, he’s a committee member for Emily’s Rainbow Run, he donates
his time to upkeep the grounds of his church, Westlake United Methodist,
and has served on the 2011 Westlake Bicentennial Committee.
Of his 30 years of volunteerism, Rick commented, “I want to give back
a little bit, and a little bit is my therapy to keep me going.”
The normally self-effacing Rick is honored to be Mr. Westlake for
next year.
“I see something that needs to be done and I do it or find someone who
can. I was raised to not be a ‘me’ person, but this is pretty cool.”
So, when you’re out attending community events this year in Westlake, look for Rick Grane, and stop and say “congrats, Mr. Westlake” to
a shining example of citizen involvement and a wonderful asset to the Rick, in front of a wedding painting of himself
city he loves so much. 
and his wife, Susan, in his Westlake home.
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All About You
is a free
women’s health

an evening for women
Take a break from holiday stress, grab a friend,
and join us for a special evening that is All About You.
December 5, 2013
5:30-7:30 p.m.

membership program
through
St. John Medical Center.

To find out more
information or to become
a member, visit
stjohnmedicalcenter.net

3

St. John Medical Center
Outpatient Lobby
29000 Center Ridge Road
Westlake, OH 44145

“

Special
Gu
K. Kay P est Speaker
ote
6:30-7:3 tz, Ph.D.
0 p.m.
Does rin
gi
holiday ng in the
sc
wring y ompletely
ou out?

”

Admission is Free
Reservations required:
call 1-877-597-6348

or call 1-877-597-6348.

5:30-6:30 p.m.

Sign Up
Today!

Meet with physicians who
specialize in women’s health
Health screenings
Wine and appetizers
Pampering

Shop the holiday boutique
Raffle prizes and giveaways
Discover all of the services
available to women at
St. John Medical Center

Follow Us!

stjohnmedicalcenter.net

On Facebook: facebook.com/StJohnMedicalCenter
On Twitter: @SJMConline
On Pinterest: pinterest.com/SJMConline1
On YouTube: youtube.com/SJMConline
On Google+: plus.google.com – search St. John Medical Center

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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HOLIDAY

specials and wonder why. It’s
shocking to me to learn that
continued from front page stores are going to be open
on Thanksgiving Day! I can’t
One change I plan to imagine anyone wanting to
make this year is not to ask shop on that special holifor as much as I usually do day! People should spend
for Christmas because I Thanksgiving with their famknow there are other kids ilies and friends because it’s
who are getting less or noth- a holiday to celebrate what
ing. When I think of those we are thankful for. They
kids, it makes receiving gifts shouldn’t be spending time
less enjoyable for me. This buying gifts but should be
year I would like to give more spending time being thankgifts than to receive.
ful with their families.
Recently, I celebrated
I feel sorry for people
my 12th birthday and instead who have to work on Thanksof my friends bringing gifts giving Day to keep the stores
for me, I asked them to bring open too. They should also
gifts for kids for the Toys for be at home with their famiTots Drive. My friends did an lies. I’m sure if they didn’t go
awesome job bringing fan- to work then they might be
tastic toys for kids of all ages afraid they would get fired.
and I know the kids in need I feel like stores being open
will appreciate them.
on Thanksgiving and workSometimes I think for- ers having to go to work is a
tunate people buy so many sad problem.
things that they don’t need.
This holiday season I
They worry about having want to challenge myself
enough presents for their to do more things for other
families and buy way too people. I want to be more
much. I also think people thoughtful about giving gifts
shop and see things that and not buying too much.
they think someone in their I might try and make more
family would love and just gifts that are personal than
decide to buy it even though buying gifts. I hope others
they weren’t planning to buy remember people in need
it. It’s too much!
this holiday season and also
I heard on a NPR news refuse to buy too much and
report about stores opening to shop on Thanksgiving
earlier for the Black Friday Day. 

CANDLE

continued from front page
The Westlake event, which is free
and open to all, is being organized
by Jennifer and Hamp Howell in
memory of their daughter, Danielle
Koran. On May 23, 2013, 11 days after
Mother’s Day, Danielle died at age 33.
The suddenness and senselessness of her death magnified their
grief, as did the fact that Danielle left
behind her 23-month-old daughter,
Ella Pyrczak, and her love, Ella’s father
Alan Pyrczak. In searching for ways to
help deal with her profound loss, Jennifer discovered the Compassionate
Friends, and she embraced the idea
of the Worldwide Candle Lighting as
a special way to remember Danielle
and all children that have died too
soon.
So on Dec. 8, Danielle’s family
and friends will light candles in her
memory worldwide – in Finland, Belgium, Spain, Italy and Australia. And
in the United States – New York City;
Los Angeles; San Francisco; Chicago;
Boulder, Colo.; Fairfield, Conn.; and
Bowie, Md., in addition to Westlake
and numerous other cities.
Jennifer and Hamp’s hope in
organizing the candle lighting event
is that others who have lost a child
of any age will also participate and,
in connecting with others who have
suffered a loss, find some measure of
peace. To see candle lighting events
in other cities and countries, go to
compassionatefriends.org. 

Westlake Academic Challenge
team qualifies for regionals
by Kim Bonvissuto

W

estlake High School’s
Academic Challenge team finished
undefeated in its bracket at
the Aurora Invitational Tournament held Nov. 16. The win
qualifies the team for regional
competition.
Each week, students
representing schools from all
around Northern Ohio battle
toward the season championship on Academic Challenge,
now in its 46th year. Three
teams compete for points by
answering questions covering topics including math,
science, history and current

events. At the end of each program, the points are totaled,
and at season’s end the three
highest scoring teams return
for the Championship match.
The Ohio Academic
Competition Regional Tournament (North Coast Region)
will be held April 12 at Olmsted Falls High School. Teams
in Westlake’s bracket include
Aurora, Grand Valley, Kenston,
Southeast and Rootstown high
schools.
You can watch Westlake
take on James F. Rhodes and
Nordonia high schools on Dec.
7. Academic Challenge airs on
Saturdays at 7 p.m. on WEWSTV NewsChannel 5. 

WHS Academic Challenge team members are Aswin
Bikkani, Alex Lathem, Alan Garber, Ameesh Shah, Apshara
Ravichandran and Paavani Reddy.

Pictures with Santa!

Join us this holiday season for a

free Photo with santa
Make your own Christmas picture frame
Pizza provided by Jet’s westlake
Cookies from Kathy’s Pastries & Kolackes
hot chocolate and more!

Help us support the Cleveland Food bank and Toys for Tots
by donating a non-perishable food item or an unwrapped toy.

saturday,
december 14
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
*16-week

25100 detroit road, westlake (440) 899-8888

JAN. 13 aNd 27*

sessions begin Jan. 13; 14-week sessions begin Jan. 27

Westshore Campus | 31001 Clemens Road, Westlake

866-933-5183 | www.tri-c.edu/westshore
Where futures begin
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the digital world

5

bay village community council

Family connectedness Group seeks nominations for Bay
Village citizen, project of the year
in the digital world
by Tak Sato

E

ver since I started calling
Cleveland my second
home, I wholeheartedly adopted the Thanksgiving tradition. It is nice to have
a reason to get together with
family and friends because
nothing can replace the feeling of “happiness” that comes
from physically being in the
same location to spend quality time together.
However, you may have
obstacles that prevent you
from physically being together
in one place. When distance,
finances or other “life obstacles” get in the way of your
reunion, the options used to
be very limited – i.e. a phone
call.
In my case, $2 a minute,
circa late-1980s, was cost prohibitive for me, a starving student, to call home to Japan. I
remember eating Chef Boyardee for weeks on end because
I had to write a letter home
asking for money.
When the reply finally
arrived two weeks later it usually went like this: “Dear Tak,
With the college tuition we
are footing we hope you will
one day be able to buy stock in
that company. Tuition money
will be wired soon so study
hard and keep enjoying Chef
Boyardee.”
Well, enough of this
flashback! It’s 2013 afterall
and this is a column that talks
about how the internet has
changed our lives. When life
obstacles prevent you from
being together we can thank
the numerous cloud based services, for providing us “video
chat.”
These video chat services,
usually free, provide us with
real-time audio and video
communication between
people using computers.

Actually video chat is “device
agnostic” meaning it can be
used to communicate between
computers, tablets, smartphones and even televisions!
I use video chat almost
everyday. Even though nothing
can top my happiness meter
when I’m physically home in
Japan, video chat services like
Skype and ooVoo (there are
more) provide me with the
perception of being there next
to them. Seeing them helps me
discern much more from their
body languages than just using
the telephone.
Why? I think parents in
any culture are the same – they
do not want their children to
worry about them – and without the visuals it becomes
challenging for me to sense if
anything is wrong.
There are many other
ways video chat is utilized such
as telemedicine, job interviews, meetings to cut down
on travel expenses, etc. Video
chat can become an option
as a communication vehicle
for anything that traditionally
requires people to be in the
same physical location.
So instead of shrugging
your shoulders that Uncle
Bob, who owns a computer
and a tablet, is home alone two
continents over (or even just
couple cities away) because
of a bad flu, why not prop up
your tablet at the Thanksgiving
table and invite him to join the
family gathering through video
chat?
After all this is Thanksgiving and if possible no one
should be home alone – in the
real world or the digital world!
Happy Thanksgiving! 
Next issue’s topic: “Playing
Santa’s elf in the digital world.”
Tak welcomes reader feedback and technology questions.
You may send them to editor@
wbvobserver.com.

Tak Sato frequently uses video chat services to connect
with his family overseas. In this screenshot from a recent
Skype conversation, his parents in Yokohama, Japan, use
a desktop computer to see and hear Tak (or rather, the
family dog, Vincent, pictured in bottom-left inset).

by Eric Eakin

T

he Bay Village Community Council is now accepting nominations for the
2014 Bay Village citizen of the
year and project of the year.
Nominations will be
accepted until Friday, Jan.
10, 2014. Selections will be
announced by the Community
Council soon afterwards.
A reception in honor of the
recipient and project will be
scheduled at a mutually agreeable time.
(Although nominations
for project of the year are
being accepted, this award is
not intended to be an annual

designation and special projects will be considered based
on community impact and the
involvement of volunteers and
organizations.)
Nomination forms are
available at public buildings
throughout Bay Village including city hall, the library or from
a member of the Community
Council.
They also are available in
PDF or Microsoft Word form
via email; contact ericjeakin@
gmail.com.
The Community Council
is comprised of members of
local civic organizations and
individuals. The organization’s focus is the compilation

of a community calendar of
events, coordination of events
by various civic groups, and
sponsorship of the Citizen of
the Year/Project of the Year
program. All groups are welcome to join as well as individuals who are not members
of a civic organization. Annual
dues are $20 for an organization and $2 for an individual.
(Dues may be waived at the
discretion of the president of
Community Council.)
For more information about
the Community Council or the
citizen of the year/project of
the year awards, call Eric Eakin
at 216-386-5997 or via email at
ericjeakin@gmail.com. 

sporting views

Testing your patience
by Jeff Bing

I

t was a little over a year ago
that I sparked a firestorm
of angst on these pages
with a seemingly simple questionnaire, designed to gauge
the aptitude of loyal readers
(and boy, that person was
mad) with a highly scientific
psychological test called “Pavlov’s Dawg Pound.”
Now, having had sufficient
opportunity for the wounds of
reality to heal, I have deemed it
appropriate to put your proverbial feet, dear reader, to the fire
once again.
This time I’ve been advised
by legal counsel (as well as my
probation officer) NOT to ask
that you furnish your Social
Security, driver’s license, and
valid credit card numbers (for
verification purposes only, as I
tried to explain to Judge Judy)
since that supposedly will somehow be in direct violation of my
parole (they’re getting to be
real sticklers in the courthouse,
aren’t they)?
Anyway, since I’d like to
have the ankle bracelet off by
Christmas, I have complied with
their wishes, and toned it down.
So, between bites of turkey,
stuffing, and that sick feeling
everyone gets when Aunt Elaine
announces she’s lost one of her
fake fingernails – and now you
could swear that last helping of
sweet potatoes tastes surprisingly similar to undercooked

plastic – try and answer the
questions to the best of your
ability.
It will take your mind off the
fact that you’ll probably have to
have your stomach pumped
at some point later in the evening, because it’s subsequently
revealed Aunt Elaine’s lost all of
her fake fingernails somewhere
between the turkey and the
cranberry sauce. And why is that
stuffing so shiny, anyway?
First of all, understand that
this is a timed test, so no lollygagging. Second, there is no changing of your answers; therefore,
you have to take the test with a
No. 2 pen, not pencil. Good luck
finding one on Thanksgiving.
You have until I say “Time’s
up!” to complete the test. I’ll
explain your answers after the
test is over. Good luck. Who
knows, this may get you into
Harvard.
“Go!”
1) Right now, all things being
unequal, who would win a game
of “horse” between Tony Bennett, the singer, and Tony Bennett, the Cavs No. 1 draft choice?
a) The singer. Because
although he left his heart in
San Francisco, Tony Bennett
the player left his skills period.
b) That’s easy. Wait ... I had
it on the tip of my tongue ... give
me a minute ...
c) That’s not fair. Tony Bennett the singer is 60 years older
than the basketball player. He’s
had a lot more time to work on

his inside game.
d) No, it’s extremely fair.
e) All of the above.
2) Which NBA general manager
is the most likely to lose his job
before Christmas?
a) Chris Grant
b) Ulysses S. Grant
c) Pell Grant
d) Vagrant
e) Answer “F”
f) Answer “E”
3) Chris Grant has been accused
of going against the grain and
selecting people relatively
unheard of because supposedly he thinks he’s smarter than
everyone else in the NBA. If
Chris Grant was a cab driver and
picked you up on the corner of
East Ninth & Carnegie, and you
told him to “Take me to Ontario,”
he would most likely:
a) Head south
b) Head east
c) Heads up
d) Drive off the East Ninth
Street Pier, thinking you meant
Ontario, Canada, claiming he
“knew a shortcut.”
e) I would prefer a bus,
thank you.
Time’s up! That’s right kids,
pens down. We’re out of time
and – more importantly – out
of space, so suffice to say that
if you didn’t finish the test you
fail. And the only acceptable
score is 50 percent. That’s right,
50 percent. (In other words, you
can forget about Harvard).
Better luck next year, and
Happy Thanksgiving. 

YOU, TOO, CAN JoiN IN OUR CIVIC MEDIA PROJECT AND
WRITE ABOUT THE GOOD PEOPLE & EVENTS IN OUR
COMMUNITY AT WBVOBSERVER.COM!
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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senior living

reader’s opinion

Support renewable energy
and energy efficiency in Ohio
by Marnie Urso

W

hen a state invests in clean
and sustainable energy
sources and energy efficiency programs, there is a corresponding reduction in harmful emissions, giving us all healthier air and
reducing asthma and lung disease for
our kids.
Ohio has one of the highest rates
of air pollution in the country. Children
face higher risks from air pollution due
to their high activity level and developing lungs. According to the American
Lung Association, research has shown
that fewer episodes of chronic cough,
bronchitis, common cold, and conjunctivitis symptoms can be found in
children as air quality improves.
We know that reducing energy
use and consumption through efficiency programs substantially reduce
carbon emissions. In fact, studies estimate that efficiency programs alone
could achieve one-eighth to one-half
of the reductions necessary to attain
a longer-term goal of reducing carbon
emissions by 60 to 80 percent by 2050.

When Ohio enacted its bipartisan
clean energy law in 2008, a trigger was
put in place to prevent excessive rate
increases and to protect Ohio consumers – and it is working. To date,
Ohio utilities have met their requirements in a cost-effective way and as
a result, Ohio has cleaner sources
of power and at affordable prices.
Unfortunately, there is currently a illconceived attempt in the Ohio state
legislature to roll back that progress
– Senate Bill 58.
As consumers, moms and families
want reasonably priced energy options
that do not put our children’s future at
risk. With an increase in power generated by renewable sources and a
continued commitment to energy efficiency programs, we can have the best
of both worlds. Ohio State researchers
recently found that the current energy
efficiency standards have saved ratepayers money and weakening them
will result in higher energy bills, fewer
jobs and increased emissions over the
coming decade.
By reducing emissions from coalfired power plants, we can also ensure

Inner peace and
empowerment workshops
Dec. 8, 9 at Unity
by Sharon Fedor

T

he Renaissance, a cultural movement that spanned
the 14th to the 17th centuries, beginning in Florence, Italy, brought widespread educational reforms
and magnificent artistic developments to our planet. In
addition to affecting art and education, its influence
touched music, politics, science, religion, philosophy, etc.
The word itself means “rebirth.” Thinking about this
time in history, we can’t help but think of the people who
embodied its true spirit. Men like Leonardo da Vinci and
Michelangelo lived this spirit to the fullest and were the
inspirations for the term Renaissance Man.
Are there any Renaissance men today, or is this a term
born of the past, and best left there? Renaissance man
has been defined as: “a cultured man of the Renaissance
who was knowledgeable, educated or proficient in a wide
range of fields.”
Another definition we find is: “a present-day man who
has acquired profound knowledge or proficiency in more
than one field.” Are we talking multi-tasker here? Does
such an individual of this type exist today?
Perhaps John Maxwell Taylor is one such modern
day individual. Author, actor, teacher, speaker, motivator,
creative workshop designer, all of these describe John
Maxwell Taylor aptly. Sounding like a Renaissance man
to you yet?
He is a student of, and inspired by Carl Jung, Paramahansa Yogananda, Master Mantak Chia and Gurdjieff. He is
a winner of the prestigious Gradiva Award for his portrayal
of Carl Gustav Jung in the drama “Forever Jung.” He has
spent 30 years gathering, synthesizing and understanding
their works and becoming his best self-practicing them.
He has graced the world’s stages with his riveting message, and enlightened audiences at Lincoln Center and the
London Palladium to name just a few. A dedicated practitioner of ancient Taoist Exercises for almost 30 years now,
which he learned directly from the founder of the Healing

that the Great Lake we live on will see
less mercury pollution. Mercury is
a potent neurotoxin that harms the
developing brains, hearts and lungs
of fetuses, babies and toddlers.
All parents worry about the future
for their children. We will do everything we can to be sure they have the
tools necessary to be healthy, happy,
productive members of our society –
and that includes having good jobs
available to them where they live. Our
children will go where the jobs are.
We need to maintain our renewable
and energy efficiency standards if we
are to remain competitive and attract
additional business. Unfortunately,
the standards that have been working
so successfully are now under attack
in Senate Bill 58. We cannot stand by
and allow Ohio to be left behind again.
Being a good parent means
being an engaged citizen. Ask your
state senator and Governor Kasich
to support the continuation of the
effective renewable energy and energy
efficiency standards that exist in current law By continuing forward with
this investment, we will help create
jobs, clean the air, and protect our
children’s health and futures. More
information can be found at www.
momscleanairforce.org/ohio. 
Marnie Urso is a Bay resident and
Ohio Field Manager for Moms Clean
Air Force.

Tao centers, Mantak Chia, John credits these exercises for
his incredible energy.
So what does this Renaissance man have to do with
your lifestyle today?
Interested in changing negative thinking into positive
energy? Wanting to let go of anger, sadness, depression and
limiting ideas, without dramatic-traumatic techniques?
Heard of Feng Shui, but never thought you could apply
it to your own inner being? Consider attending John’s
workshop, “Healing with the Tao” to boost Chi energy,
and experience lasting peace.
John Maxwell Taylor and Emily Taylor will give you
simple techniques to add the spice of happiness and
vibrancy to your life.
Want more inner strength, especially in this fast
changing world full of negative attitudes, rude behaviors
and conflicting ideas? How can you remain personally
secure through all of it? “The Power of I AM” workshop can
present you with spiritual secrets of personal empowerment.
All are welcome to these two workshops, “Healing with
the Tao” on Monday, Dec. 9, 7-9 p.m., and “The Power of I
Am” on Sunday, Dec. 8, 1-3 p.m. Both powerful workshops
will take place at Unity Spiritual Center at 23855 Detroit
Road, Westlake. Suggested love offering of $20. For details
go to www.unityspiritualcenter.com. 

poetry

Newspaper Union
by Jon Conley

sunny men set on the outside of parachutes
wait wait then spread fog across bread
the inland note, the island temper
funny how men set
in long pajamas creeping cats up on the side
until the baggage runs dry in the mosque uptown
until the dimmer runs low in the lights downtown
until Papa quits the union? we’re eating twice

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Thanksgiving is
special for Pilgrim
descendant
by Diane Vincent

E

very Thanksgiving since I was a child I
have revisited my roots through the Pilgrim, John Howland. John and his brothers George, Arthur and Henry were born near
Newport, County Essex, England. John came
to this country on the Mayflower. His brothers
came later.
I am a direct descendant of Henry. My
grandmother on my mother’s side was a Howland from that line. I always wonder how the
Pilgrims of yore would view today’s Thanksgiving.
The most interesting and memorable part
of John’s journey on the Mayflower was that
during a violent storm a monstrous wave swept
him overboard. John was several fathoms under
the water when he managed to surface. He was
rescued by fellow passengers using a boat hook
and rope.
This event is documented in “Families of
the Pilgrims” published by the Massachusetts
Society of Mayflower Descendants in 1955. I
love this story. It explains much of the clumsiness found in my family to this day. I wonder
what other adventurous traits I may have inherited from the Howlands?
So, Thanksgiving has a special meaning
to me. It is more than being thankful or being
blessed. It’s not just turkey, stuffing, potatoes
and gravy. It is about a connection with my
family. Thanksgiving is about family. Blessings
to all. 

A Thanksgiving
thank you
by Bruce Leigh

T

uesday is always a very nice day at the
Knickerbocker Senior Center. Children
from Normandy Elementary School
trudge through snow, rain, hail and sometimes
sunshine several blocks to the senior center.
The seniors and the children get along well
as they work on crafts and play games such
as bingo, cards and putting puzzles together.
The teacher who escorts them and supplies
the crafts and games is the very energetic and
thoughtful Mrs. Nicole Barrick.
Mrs. Barrick has a background in music.
She enjoys working with elementary school
students. She is always making sure the elders
and youngsters are on the same page and
having lots of fun. The seniors seem to have a
nice, calming effect on the kids. Of course, the
long cold walk helps to reduce some of their
natural energy.
Ten to 15 students sit with the seniors at
various tables. The sound of laughter rings
through the room. Mrs. Barrick keeps an eye
on everyone, with helpful ideas and suggestions. The children do most of the cleanup.
After all, they are much more agile than the
elderly folks.
Thanks, Teach, for bringing the students to
the center. Visiting with the children is a nice
break in the routine lives of the senior citizens.
Happy Thanksgiving to all the teachers, staff
and students at Normandy School. 
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Competitive cheerleader
in Bay Village
by Sophie Thomas,
second-grader at
Normandy School

M

y team just won first
place at our first
competition of the
season in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania! We won a medal and a
team banner.
I am a competitive
cheerleader for Ohio Extreme
in Avon. Our team is called
Force. This is my third year
cheering. On our team we
have 24 girls that are seven
to 12 years old. My coaches’
names are Coach Courtney
and Coach Derek. We have a
senior coach named Coach
Emily.
The competition was on
Sunday, Nov. 17. It was really
fun! I stayed overnight in a
hotel on Saturday with my
teammate, Julia. We wear uniforms that say Ohio Extreme.
We have very shiny blue bows
that are big too.
Our routine is two-and-ahalf minutes long. Our theme
is Broadway. I really like our
music. It has part of “It’s a
Hard Knock Life” from Annie

and “When I’m Gone” by Anna
Right: Some
Kendrick.
of the Force
In our routine, I do a back
cheerleaders
walkover and two back handshow their firstsprings. I jump and do stunts.
place medals,
It ends with a pyramid and our
from left: Lily,
dance. I thought our team did
Sophie, Julia,
well. After performing, I liked
Lauren, Ellie
watching the other teams. At
and Mia.
the competition, I
bought a bow and a
shirt that said “cheerleader” for my stuffed
animal dog.
When it was
award time, all the
Level 2 teams sat on
the stage. When they
were calling team
names for places,
I thought we were
going to get second or
third place because a
few girls on my team
made some mistakes
during the performance, but we got
first!
All the girls were
clapping and yelling.
Our coaches were so
happy for us. Cheering is fun, so you
should do it too! 
The Force team performs in Pittsburgh on Nov. 17. Sophie is in the middle as a “flyer.”

Let’s Get Ready for the Holidays!
STARZ has the Best Specials for You!

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
For Information call

(440) 871-7827
Starz Specials
6 DANCE
SESSIONS

Latin • Ballroom • Salsa • Swing
Cha Cha • Zumba • Arg. Tango
And More

WE’VE MOVED!

Visit our new Location
24510 Sperry Drive, Westlake

440.871.STAR(7827)
WWW.STARZBROOM.NET
PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2013 WBVO

$3500
Single

6 DANCE
SESSIONS

$4500
Couples

New Students Only
One Coupon Per Person/Couple

OFFER EXPIRES Jan. 31, 2014

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Bay Village Kiwanis Club
Village Bicycle Cooperative
celebrates community christmas to sell Christmas trees
by Donna Wilson

A

re you ready to illuminate? On Dec. 8, Bay
Historical Society and
Bay Kiwanis are celebrating Bay Village Community
Christmas at Cahoon Park
beginning at 2 p.m., and
residents are encouraged to
light luminaries at home to
help welcome Santa and the
holidays.
Village Bicycle Cooperative is ready to help by
sponsoring a “bike crafts”
event on Dec. 8 from 11

a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Community House. Stop by and
be “green” and festive for
the holidays. Learn how to
make a votive candle holder,
ornament and bracelet
from bike parts. Supplies
and light refreshments will
be provided. Donations
are appreciated. Email jennifer@villagebicycle.org to
register.
This is the season to
help others. Volunteering at
Village Bicycle Cooperative
is a good way to meet neighbors, help others and have a

festive good time. You may
assist in refurbishing bikes
which will be donated for
children in need during the
holiday season. Also if you
have a bike that you would
like to donate, please do. Bike
donations are tax deductible.
Visit www.villagebicycle.org for open hours. The
cooperative is located on the
ground floor of the Community House at 303 Cahoon
Road. Volunteer nights are
Wednesdays from 6-8 p.m.
Let’s get ready to light
up Bay Village! 

‘Santa’s Little Helper’ puppet
show Dec. 3 at Bay Library
by Susan
ballard

S

tart
the
December
holidays
with a laugh when
Nancy Sander’s
Puppets with
Pizazz visits the
Bay Village Branch
Librar y. She’s
bringing the silly
exploits of Mr.
Punch in “Santa’s
Little Helper” on
Tuesday, Dec. 3, at Nancy Sander will bring her Christmas-themed puppet show to
4 p.m.
the Bay Village Branch Library on Dec. 3.
When Mr.
Punch finds out that he is too old for San- writer for the award-winning children’s
ta’s presents, he heads for the North Pole television show, “Hickory Hideout,” proto plead his case. Even with the help of the duced by WKYC-TV and WNBC-TV.
audience, everything goes wrong and in
She received an Emmy Award for
the end Mr. Punch gets his comeuppance. her contribution to children’s television.
This audience-participation show will keep “Hideout” also won the Parents’ Choice
everyone giggling and guffawing!
Award, the National Education AssociaNancy Sander, aka Nutso P. Squirrely tion Award, the Ohio Education Associa(also Know-It-Owl and Smelly Bob), was tion Award and received a silver medal in
principal puppeteer consultant, puppet the International Film and TV Awards of
builder, puppet creator and puppet script New York. 

The Westside’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

by Karen Uthe

I

t’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas! The Bay Village
Kiwanis Club will soon be setting up their annual Christmas tree
sale at the Cahoon Park Gazebo
area, ready to start selling trees
the Saturday after Thanksgiving,
Nov. 30.
Three Christmas tree varietals will be available, including
Fraser Firs, Douglas Firs and
Colorado Blue Spruces. Tree
sizes range from six to 10 feet
tall. Prices range from $40-100,
depending on size and type. Cash
or check is accepted – no credit
cards. Delivery is available for a
donation.
Christmas tree sale dates are
Nov. 30 until all the 280 trees are
gone, and hours are:
• Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, 4-8 p.m.
• Saturday and Sunday, 11
a.m.-8 p.m.
“Everyone buys a Christmas
tree, so why not buy your tree
locally and help fund the many
worthy projects and programs
that the Bay Village Kiwanis Club
supports,” says Rhonda Schneider
of the Kiwanis Club of Bay Village.

“We even deliver for a donation to
our organization!”
New this year, the Bay Village Kiwanis Club is co-hosting
the Cahoon Community Christmas event – with the Bay Village
Historical Society – taking place
on Sunday, Dec. 8, from 2 p.m.
until dusk. This event will feature
a visit by Santa, holiday music, the
official lighting of the Bay Village
Christmas tree, the Bay Village
Kiwanis Club’s Christmas tree sale
and many other activities.
If you have questions regarding the Christmas tree sale, please
contact Rhonda Schneider at 440225-6358 or email baykiwanis@
gmail.com.
Funds generated by the annual
Christmas tree sale and other Bay
Village Kiwanis Club events help
support projects like: Rachel’s
Challenge, Reese Park renovations,
Play in Bay renovations, Village
Food Kitchen, BAYarts, educational grants through the Bay Village
Education Foundation and many
more.
Bay Village Kiwanis meet
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at Bay
United Methodist Church, 29931
Lake Road, in the lower level. All
are welcome. 

Starting Nov. 30, the Bay Village Kiwanis will be selling Christmas
trees at the Cahoon Park gazebo. Hours are Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday, 4-8 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

AVON ADDRESS with AFFORDABLE RENTS!

UnDeR neW
MAnAGeMent

TimberLake
Townhomes

• Washer/Dryer hook-ups
• 2 Full Bathrooms
• Community and Fitness Rooms
• Basketball Court & Play Area
37830 Chester road, avon
• Swimming Pool
now LeasinG
• Avon School District
3 bedroom, 2 bath Townhomes $825!
• Income Guidelines Apply
Call today 440-934-7774

www.liveattimberlakeapartments.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable
forSgro’s
errors after
client approval
©2013
WBVO
Jim
Village
Barber
Shop
620 Dover Center Rd. • 440-871-0899

Quality Painting.

★★NOW YOU

CAN★★

RENT-A-HUSBAND

Gutter
Cleaning
Handy Man
Services
Painting

T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

And all of those jobs and repairs that you
never had the time or talent to do yourself!
Building Code Violation Corrections
Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

JIM

MARIE

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.
PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer,

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Call Rich Toth at

440-777-8353
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community service

FEATURED STUDENT: Ethan Fitz
Featuring some of our
communities’ great students.
by Kim Bonvissuto

W

estlake High School
senior Ethan Fitz is
planning a career
in engineering – possibly in
the field of robotics. So his
summer internship at NASA
Glenn Research Center was
a perfect launching pad into
potential scientific careers.
Ethan assisted in ongoing research on droplet
combustion in microgravity
by analyzing and processing
results from an experiment
running on the International
Space Station (ISS) remotely.
He was part of the Glenn High
School Internship Project/
Small Business Innovation
Program (GHIP/SBIR), an
eight-week paid summer
internship for students interested in careers in science,
technology, engineering,
mathematics (STEM) and
professional administration
at NASA Glenn.
The project, sponsored
by the Educational Programs
Office, engages high school
sophomores and juniors in
research and development
under the mentorship of a
scientist, engineer, technical

or administrative professional. The project is designed to
expand the students’ understanding of possible career
choices available at NASA.
Ethan was involved with
the FLEX (Flame Extinguishment Experiment) Project
that measures the effectiveness of inert gases as fire
suppressants in microgravity. Ethan said the experience
confirmed his plans to go into
a STEM career and provided
him with first-hand experience in working in a researchfocused environment.
The WHS senior is a
National Merit Finalist and a
five-year member of the Science Olympiad team, focusing on Experimental Design,
Dynamic Planet and Robot
Arm events. He also plays
clarinet and is a member of
the marching band and the
Symphonic Band.
In elementary school,
Ethan was fascinated by
insects, specifically earwigs.
Children’s author Suzy Kline
was vising Hilliard Elementary School back then and
chatted with Ethan about his
interest. She even requested a
copy of a report he wrote for
a second-grade assignment.
Kline mentions Ethan in a
special appreciation section

A unique way of giving
by Diane Frye

V
Westlake High senior
Ethan Fitz
of her 2008 book, “Horrible
Harry Bugs the Three Bears,”
thanking him for sharing his
report on “Extraordinary Earwigs” and indicating he was
the inspiration for that book.
Along with pursuing his
scientific interests, Ethan
has volunteered at the Wild
Summer Reading Camp at the
Lake Erie Nature & Science
Center for the last three summers. Ethan is an avid reader,
favoring the science fiction
genre. He also has been a foil
fencer since third grade and
still enjoys fencing.
Ethan said he is thankful to the community and his
school for the many opportunities he has been given over
the years, and he is especially
grateful to the teachers who
helped him through his
school years. 

Cloud Gazing
by Dave Scullin

9

illage Project has so
much to be thankful
for as we approach
the holiday season. Thanks
to over 400 volunteers, generous donors, supportive
community organizations
and corporations, we are
caring for families experiencing cancer in Avon Lake, Bay
Village and Rocky River in a
newly renovated building.
Our facility reflects
the labor and love of those
that made the dream come
true: mismatched donated
furniture, vibrant assorted
floor tiles, refurbished technological equipment and a
volunteer wall that gratefully displays the handprints
of those who give their time
and talent.
Due to so much generosity, we are truly blessed to
have paid off our renovation
costs. To have done so in
less than three months time
reflects how much the community values and needs the
services of VP. The support
of so many gives light to the
sustainability of Village Project for many years to come.
However, publicly rejoicing in the retirement of
renovations can be danger-

ous, giving the false illusion
that all financial needs have
been met. Although we have
surpassed the renovation
hurdle, we must still provide for ongoing operating
expenses.
Some members in our
community are generously
and creatively developing
ways to provide funding
for VP during this holiday
season. Below are just a few
examples that keep with our
unique theme of involving
people of all ages:
A first grade teacher
is asking families to place
Village Project donations
beneath the class’ “Helping Hands” Christmas tree
instead of purchasing gifts
for her.
The staff at a physician’s
office is purchasing gift cards
for VP in lieu of a holiday
party. In addition, they are
providing the opportunity for
their patients to contribute.
In place of their annual
ornament exchange, one
group of friends is planning
to gather for fun and festivities and fill a donation basket
to be presented to Village
Project.
Ideas for giving are endless, and Village Project is so
blessed to be the recipient. 

Start off 2014 right

It’s been called nature’s poetry.
Clouds are for dreamers with magical moments as they
morph into various shapes and sizes and hint at the definition
of infinity as well as immensity.
Cloud gazing is relaxing to both mind and body. You get a
deep sense of harmony within a serene atmosphere.
If you’re a “joiner,” consider The Cloud Appreciation Society. It
has more than 50,000 members!
Why not a life with “your head in the clouds.” Keeping looking
up, it is something you will never tire of!

Free...Your Choice!

Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Limit 2 per family

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies
Welcome!

at the University of Akron
The University of Akron Lakewood offers
undergraduate and graduate degree programs
for busy students of all ages at convenient times

Register Now!

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New courses and programs
added weekly, so visit
lakewood.uakron.edu
for a complete listing.
Call 216-221-1141 to
schedule an appointment

The University of Akron

Lakewood
14725 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107
UA Lakewood is located on the first floor of
the historic Bailey Building in the heart of
downtown Lakewood.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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westlake historical society

Come home
to the Clague
this Christmas
by Lysa Stanton
Add a little old-fashioned flair to
your holiday celebration this year! The
Westlake Historical Society will hold
two Holiday Open Houses at the historic
Clague House Museum. The dates are
Dec. 15 and Dec. 22 from 2-4 p.m. Eggnog
and cookies will be served during both

holiday open houses. Everyone in the
community is welcome to attend. There
will be holiday crafts for the kids.
Admission is free; however, donations for the historical society will be welcomed and appreciated. A collection box
will also be set up ready to receive nonperishable food donations to benefit the
emergency food and assistance program.
Junior and senior docents will be
available to answer questions about the
house and its history, as well as provide
guided tours by request.
The Holiday Open House is an
annual guest favorite. The museum will
be decorated for Christmas. Copies of
the Juergemeier Farm DVD, the Clague

House ornament along with other Historical Society memorabilia and stocking
stuffers will be available for purchase.
Don’t forget that memberships also make
wonderful gifts.
Plans are underway for the creation
of a “Westlakeopoly” board game. Local
organizations and businesses who are
interested in securing a space for the
“Westlakeopoly” game, should contact
Lysa at 440-808-1961, or by email at westlakehistory@yahoo.com.
The Clague House, constructed
circa 1876, originally sat on a 78-acre
farm and was the home of the Clague
family. The home is owned by the city of
Westlake but operated by the Westlake

The Clague House Museum is
decorated for Christmas and will
host open houses on Dec. 15 and 22
from 2-4 p.m.
Historical Society. The historical society
is a nonprofit, all-volunteer organization.
New members are always welcome. 

For more sustainability tips, visit www.bayvillagegreenteam.org

‘Tis the Season

Greenisland

Irish Restaurant & Pub

Santa iS coming!
on Saturday, Dec 7
come have lunch
12:30–2:00
Bring your cameras!

25517 Eaton Way, Bay Village
(off Columbia Rd.)

440-250-9086

$5 MARTINIS - Happy Hour Every Day 4-7 pm
$11 EARLY BIRD SPECIALS: MON-FRI, 4-6 Book your

holiday
parties
Arrabiata’s
Italian Restaurant today!
Party room available,
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

seats up to 40 people

(440)835-9100 • 600 Dover Center Rd.
PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY HERE

LEPRECHAUN

LOCO HOUR EVERY DAY!
11:00 am - 7 pm : $1.50 Drafts
$2 Bottles • $2.50 Well Drinks

Best Corned Beef and Burgers In Town!

BesT FrIday FIsh Fry Lake erIe PerCh $10.95 15% OFF

Mexican Monday- $1 Tacos,
$2 coronas, $3 Margaritas
CHEF OPERATED KITCHEN - Open til 2 am daily

Your Check

Dine-In Only • Not valid with other offers
Expires Dec. 10, 2013 (OBS)

24545 CENTER RIDGE RD. (between Clague & Columbia Rd.) 440-250-LOCO (5626)

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2013 WBVO
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Westerly Apartments
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SENIOR LIVING

CO N V EN I ENTLY LO C ATED I N TH E H E A RT O F L A KE WO O D
Affordable Senior Housing Community

When you walk through the door,
you know you are home.

12400 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575
TTY 1-800-750-0750

www.fedormanorapartments.com
More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Providing Quality Senior
Housing for 50 Years!
Affordable living for Older Adults on
an Active Senior Campus (age 55 & up)
Visit our Leasing Office at
14300 Detroit Ave. • Lakewood, OH 44107
Open weekdays, 9am-4pm or
by appointment (216) 521-0053

check out our website: westerlyapartments.com

Happy Holidays!
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With your help, food baskets bring holiday joy
westlake Community services

by Joyce Able Schroth

F

or those who have gone to bed
hungry and thought it was just
during the Depression, know that
it happens today in every community.
Hardship situations exist through unemployment, underemployment, disability,
or for those older, a fixed income that
cannot support the costs of housing,
food, prescriptions, etc.
In the 1970s a group of volunteers
recognized the need for holiday food baskets in the city of Westlake. This group
served individuals and families identified by the clergy, school personnel and
neighbors. In addition to holiday baskets,
shoes, coats and other necessary items
were also provided through donated
funds.
A few years later, the City of Westlake created a department to address the
social service needs of the entire community, establishing an assistance program. The department became known
as Community Services and includes
a year-round emergency food bank,
holiday food baskets, Christmas gifts
through the Adopt-A-Family program,
prescription assistance for older adults,
overnight accommodations for victims
of domestic violence, and various other
assistances.
The assessment for need parallels
government entitlement programs. Forty
years later there remain Westlake residents in need. The examples are plentiful: the second- and fourth-graders who
wore shoes without socks to school
because they didn’t have winter boots

and the older lady who wanted
only one thing, a blanket,
because hers was more than 15
years old.
This assistance program is
funded entirely by donations.
A variety of food drives, food
donation drops and requests for
funds are made throughout the
year. Typically, paper products,
toiletries, cleaning supplies,
canned meats and cereal are in
short supply on the food shelves.
Many non-perishable items are
received, but when it is necessary to complement items in the
food bank, monetary contributions are used to replenish the Michele Hassen packs a Thanksgiving basket for Westlake residents.
food bank.
Low-income families using SNAP/ en’s Club. A flyer will be distributed to winter apparel. For these needs, the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro- Westlake residences in advance with their Adopt-A-Family program was created.
gram (formerly food stamps) are restrict- members picking up donations curbside There are individuals, families, organied from buying bath soap, dish and on Dec. 7. Non-perishable items may zations and businesses assisting others
laundry detergents, cleaning and other include canned meats, vegetables and through this program.
household supplies, vitamins, medicines fruits, pasta and sauce, peanut butter,
Several Westlake families choose to
and pet foods with this entitlement so jelly, soup, gelatin, hot chocolate mixes, purchase gifts for those less fortunate
those items are especially needed.
syrup, popcorn, cereal and all paper, residents in lieu of buying for each other
Buying soup, canned fruit or sham- hygiene and cleaning products. Want to and some have hosted holiday parties
poo soon? Consider buying an additional make it special? For Christmas, candies, and ask guests to bring a donation for
item or two and donating it to the more cookies, crackers and chips are espe- a family. The program suggests particithan 250 Westlake residents who cur- cially appreciated – this is the one time pants “adopt” an individual or an entire
rently qualify for assistance. Through- during the year that perishable items are family and provide requested clothout the month of December drop-off accepted. Please be sure to check expira- ing and perhaps a toy or grocery item.
sites include the Westlake Recreation tion dates.
Donors are currently needed for the
Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake
City social service workers meet Christmas season.
Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge with clients on a regular basis and make
Road, and Westlake Community Services, referrals to other programs and entitleTo donate food or a holiday
29694 Center Ridge Road.
ments; however, there is great demand, item, call the Westlake CommuThis year a holiday food drive is especially for those families with young nity Services Department, 440being sponsored by the Westlake Wom- children who need school clothes and 899-3544. 

Photo by Nate Dreher

Service: It’s simply history

Bay Village Community services

Bay’s Holiday Caring and Sharing Program accepting donations

L

ast year Bay Middle
School collected a
ton of non-perishable food items for Bay
Village Community Services Department’s Holiday Caring and Sharing
Program. Other schools,
organizations and individuals collected hats, mittens,
scarves, paper products,
cleaning products, personal care items, gift cards
and cash donations for our
emergency assistance programs.
In addition to Bay’s
Holiday Caring and Sharing
Program, the Community
Services Department has an
“Adopt-A-Family” Program
to help Bay families and
individuals have a brighter
holiday. Families may be
“adopted” anonymously by
contacting Bay’s Commu-

nity Services Department.
You may also donate to the
“Adopt-A-Family” Program
by writing a check made
payable to the City of Bay
Village or donating a gift
card(s). If you or someone
you know has had a difficult
year, please contact Deborah Bock at 899-3409 to see
what assistance is available.

The Community
Services Department
is accepting donations
for all of its programs.
If you or your organization would like to contribute, please drop
off your donations at
the Community Services Department,
300 Bryson Lane, by
the swimming pool.
The office is open
from 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m., Monday through
Friday. 

Photo by shirley hostetler

by Debbie Bock

Bay Middle School students pack baskets during last year’s Holiday Caring & Sharing program.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Holiday Gifts &Events
Rain Barrels N MORE

Cleveland Institute of Art

Up to 50% off selected gift items and rain barrels

SHOP SMALL SATURDAY SPECIAL!
$100 GIFT CARD only $50 with any purchase - NO LIMIT

Sustainable ‘GREEN’ Solutions For Your Home & Gardens
OPEN-Tues-Thurs-Sat 10-5 and BLACK FRIDAY 10-5
CLOSED for the season Dec 22
30791 Center Ridge Rd. Westlake 440-808-8383

www.rainbarrelsNmore.com

PLEASE
PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2013 WBVO
“What a great show to introduce the next generation to the magic of live theater.”

Cleveland Institute of Art
Dec 6–8
Fri Dec 6, 6:30–9pm
Sat Dec 7, 9am–8pm
Sun Dec 8, 12:30–6pm

DEC 6, 2013 - JAN 5, 2014
Book by

Music by

Lyrics by

Thomas Meehan Charles Strouse Martin Charnin
Directed by

Scott Spence

Cleveland Institute of Art
11141 East Boulevard
Cleveland OH 44106

Music Direction by

Choreographed by

Larry Goodpaster

Martín Céspedes

Free parking in the lot
for Holiday Sale visits

For more information, visit
cia.edu/holidaysale

12405 Madison Ave
Lakewood

Saturday / Sunday 11 - 5
Tu, We, Th 5-8

LARGE SELECTION OF HOLIDAY SOAP GIFT BOXES AND BASKETS

100% NATURAL
SOAP
BODY BUTTER
LOTION
SOY CANDLES
LIP BALM

WORLD’S TOP CLASSICAL CHINESE DANCERS
uNIquE EAST-WEST ORCHESTRA
Great
Holiday ExquISITE COSTumES & ANImATED bACkDROPS
Gift

Reviving 5,000 years of civilization

“An extraordinary
experience...
— Cate Blanchett,

Academy Award-winning actress

ALL-NEW 2014 SHOW
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

ShenYun.com

FEBRUARY 1-2
STATE THEATRE
Tickets: 216-241-6000 Hotline: 888-974-3698
TicketingBox.com PlayHouseSquare.org

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Presented by Ohio Falun Dafa Association

“So inspiring...

I may have found some ideas
for the next Avatar movie.”

— Robert Stromberg,
Academy Award-winning
production designer for Avatar
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bay village historical society

Enjoy holiday story time at
Rose Hill Museum
by Cynthia Eakin

E

njoy story time on Sundays, Dec. 15
and Dec. 22, at Rose Hill Museum,
with readers telling the tale of how
a young Cahoon daughter experienced
the holidays with family and friends in
the 1860s.
The original story is written by Bay
Village historian Kay Laughlin, co-author
of the book, “Bay Village: A Way of Life.”
Light refreshments will be served.
Christmas decorations can be seen
on all three floors of Rose Hill Museum,
with Victorian trees and a special display

of vintage dolls and toys, through Dec. 22.
The Rose Hill Museum gift shop offers
English tea cups, books and cookbooks
and the much-sought-after ornaments
depicting Bay Village landmarks.
Everyone is invited to visit this great
historic home and to feel the holiday
spirit it conveys. Hours are from 2 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. and admission is free. Story
time is at 3 p.m. Special holiday group
tours can be arranged by appointment,
phone 440-871-7338.
Rose Hill Museum is in Cahoon
Memorial Park at 27715 Lake Road, Bay
Village. 

Christmas decorations, Victorian trees and vintage dolls and toys can be
seen at the Rose Hill Museum in Cahoon Memorial Park this holiday season.
The museum is open 2-4:30 p.m. on Sundays through Dec. 22.

Bay Men’s Club
aids city residents
by Eric Eakin

M

embers of the Bay Men’s Club recently
volunteered to help their fellow citizens recently by raking and cleaning
the yards of a number of deserving residents.
In cooperation with the city’s Community
Services Department, the organization dispatched two teams to assist needy Bay Villagers
with their fall clean-up chores.
“We are glad to help out any way we can,”
BMC President Chris Edelman said. 
Right: volunteers gather at the Java Bay
coffee shop before heading out to rake
leaves throughout the city on Nov. 16.

When the leaves fall, the Kiwanis rake
by Victor Rutkoski

T

Photos by Victor Rutkoski

he Westlake Kiwanis and Westlake
High School Key Club joined forces
on a recent autumn day to rake
leaves for senior citizens in Westlake. This
is an annual fall project for the Kiwanis and
their Key Club.
The Kiwanis family enjoys working
together while providing a needed service
for our seniors. This year they worked
together raking 21 lawns.
Westlake Kiwanis is looking for individuals interested in community service to
become members. Please contact George
Christ, membership chairman, at 440-8713980 or gchrist44140@yahoo.com. 
Bob Clancy, Kiwanis Key Club Advisor, gives
the Key Club their marching orders.

Key Club members haul leaves while Kiwanis President
Norm Resko rakes.

ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Promote your business or holiday event in a special
advertising section in the Dec. 10 issue of the Observer.
Contact Laura Gonzalez at 440-477-3556 or laura@wbvobserver.com for special rates.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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humor

Turkey, dressing and did someone say ‘latkes’?
by Kathy Luengo

T

he overlap of the 2013 Thanksgiving observance with the first day
of Hanukkah is attracting ample
media attention, and why not? The
next such occurrence is at least 75,000
years away. Even with current medical
advances, there’s no need to fret about
what to gift the hostess just yet.
Were he still alive, Cleveland’s
comedic musician/entertainer Mickey
Katz (Meyer Myron Katz) might have
been thrilled to get his arms around
“Thanksgivukkah” as the combination
holiday is called. Area residents may be
more familiar with his son, actor Joel
Grey (Joel David Katz) and granddaughter, actress Jennifer Grey.
Jewish humor has been a force in
the American entertainment industry
since Vaudeville. Try a century-plus of
hilarity on for size. Laughter lifts spirits,
burns calories and can aid digestion, so
what better complement to the Thanksgiving feast than taking a pass on the
umpteenth football game and instead
watching something with Mel Brooks

(Melvin Kaminsky) or perhaps Rodney
Dangerfield (Jacob Rodney Cohen).
A Joan Rivers (Joan Sandra Molinsky)
stand-up comedy skit could suffice: the
more shticks, the merrier!
Shtick comes from the Yiddish
shtik, derived from the German stück
(piece). Yiddish borrows heavily from
German. It bears mentioning that many
Americanized versions of Yiddish words
have become part of our lexicon.
Ever faced by a salesman who
drones on and on until the spiel became
unbearable? The reference to this seemingly never-ending pitch originates from
the Yiddish shpil. Shpil comes from the
German spiel, for “play.”
Glitch made a giant leap from Yiddish to tech talk for minor malfunction.
System glitches were blamed for impeding a smooth rollout of the national
Affordable Health Care plan, creating
convenient cover for any lack of careful
planning, meticulous network design,
sufficient beta and traffic testing. The
Yiddish meaning of glitsh is to “skip,
skate or slide,” (a dance that’s all the rage
on Capitol Hill?).

W

orship
together this
holiday season

When ordinary individuals share
social space with prominent folk –
including politicians – many tend to
schmooze (from schmuesn, to converse.) Schmooze has been part of
American vernacular for more than a
century. If you guessed Yiddish origins,
you’ve been paying close attention!
The next time you grab a bagel,
(beygl), know that it was a rare West
Shore find before the latter part of the
20th century. Today’s enduring breakfast
edible can also support a sandwich and
is made into chips for dipping. Some
versions have grown corners, becoming squares! The simple dough ring
first made in Krakow, Poland, has really
evolved over 400 years!
As for this year’s Thanksgivukkah
hostess gift, take a clue from the weisenheimers. Bring loads of good cheer and
Hanukkah gelt (chocolate coins), then
enjoy latkes (potato pancakes), traditional Hanukkah fare!
Incidentally, whoever coined
“Thanksgivukkah” filled a need we didn’t
know we had. Thanksgivukkah merits
an eye roll, head slap and, better yet,

Celebrating Hanukkah, the Festival
of Lights, includes latkes, a
traditional holiday food.
something new from Adam Sandler.
What a way to kick off the 2013 holiday season! Peace, health and prosperity
in the coming year (or sooner, if it could
be arranged)! 

Bay United Methodist Church
29931 Lake Road
440-871-2082
www.bayumc.org

Christmas Eve Services
Come Worship With Us

ROCKPORT UMC

Dec. 1st — Dec. 22nd
Saturday @ 6:30 p.m - Rockport 82 (Praise Band)
Sunday @ 8:30 a.m. - Reﬂective
Sunday @ 10:45 a.m. - Traditional

Christmas Services

Held on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, Dec. 24th
5:00 p.m. - Family w/ drama
7:00 p.m. - Rockport 82 (Praise Band)
10:00 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight with Cantata
www.rockportumc.org

Rockport 82 3301 Wooster Road, Rocky River, 440.331.9433

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School
440-835 -3050

www.stpaulwestlake.org

Invites you to attend our

Advent Season Worship Services
Wednesday, November 27 th
Thursday, November 28th
Wednesday, December 4 th
Wednesday, December11th
Wednesday, December18th
Tuesday, December 24th

7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

Advent

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Services

Wednesday, December 25th
Tuesday, December 31st

Thanksgiving

5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:00 p.m.

Christmas Day

10:00 a.m.

New Year’s Eve

7:00 p.m.

A children’s Christmas pageant.

7:00 and 9:00 p.m.

Advent Services

27993 Detroit Road , Westlake 44145

5:00 p.m. – Family Service

Tradi onal & Contemporary
Tradi onal
Tradi onal
Tradi onal
Tradi onal
Tradi onal & Contemporary
Tradi onal & Contemporary
Tradi onal (Candlelight Service)
Tradi onal
Tradi onal

PLEASE
WBV Observer
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is not
not liable
liable for
for errors
errors after
after client
client approval
approval ©2013
©2013 WBVO
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Hymns, Special Music, Christmas
Meditation and Candlelighting

Advent Episcopal Church
St. NicholaS Day celebratioN
Sun. Dec. 8, 9:00 a.m.
For children of all ages
christmas eve candlelight Service
Tues., Dec. 24, 7:00 P.M.
Please join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.
The Rev. RJ Johnson • 3760 Dover Center Road, Westlake
www.adventwestlake.org • 440-871-6685

CANDLELIGHT

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service · December 24th at 8 pm

Capture the blessings and beauty of Christmas at our the beautiful
candlelight service and hear the inspiring message and the
joyous music. It will have you and your entire family in the
spirit of Christmas on this wondrous night!
23855 Detroit Road
Westlake, Ohio
440-835-0400
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com
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Westlake porter Public Library

health & wellness

Upcoming events
A gift of peace
at Westlake Porter Public Library
by Joyce S.

by Elaine Willis

Wednesday, Nov. 27 (10:15-10:45
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing
and Dance! – Join us for a fun
session of singing and dancing for
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver.
Space is limited, so please arrive early
enough to receive a ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, Nov. 27 (2 p.m.)
Wednesday Afternoon Book
Discussion – The November selection is “Sweet Salt Air” by Barbara
Delinsky.

Wednesday, Nov. 27 – Library
Closes at 5 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 28 – Thanksgiving – Library Closed
Saturday, Nov. 30 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.)
Crafts A Go-Go! – Come on in
and make a craft! We provide the
supplies, you provide the creativity.
No registration necessary. Meets in
front of the Youth Services Desk. No
registration.

Saturday, Nov. 30 (2-2:30 p.m.)
Junior Brick Builders! – Let’s
build with Duplos! Bring your imagination and we’ll provide the bricks.
Ages 3-5 only. No registration.

Monday, Dec. 2 (4-5:45 p.m.) Teen
Lounge – Need a place to hang out
after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve
got computers, video games, board
games, snacks and more!

Monday, Dec. 2 (7-8:30 p.m.)
Mother-Daughter DIY Beauty
– Enjoy some relaxing one-on-one
time with your Mom. Learn how to
live greener and have healthier skin
by making your own custom beauty
and spa products. All supplies will
be provided and you will take home
the products you make, along with
instructions for making more. Please
note that a variety of oils and other
natural materials will be used. Please
contact us if you have any questions
about allergens. Grades 7-12.

Tuesday, Dec. 3 (10 a.m.-noon)
Results-Oriented Resumes – In
the current job market, competition
is tough and employers are swamped
with resumes. This workshop will
teach you what will catch the employers’ attention and make them want
to call you.

Wednesday, Dec. 4 (10:15-10:45
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing
and Dance! – Join us for a fun
session of singing and dancing for
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver.
Space is limited, so please arrive early
enough to receive a ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, Dec. 4 (4-5:30 p.m.)
Books With Bella – Stop by the
Youth Services Department each
Wednesday and sign your child up
for a 10-minute reading time with
Bella the Bulldog! Bring your own

book to share with Bella or choose
one of ours. Registration begins every
Wednesday at 3 p.m. No session on
Dec. 25.

Friday, Dec. 6 (10-11 a.m.) The
Ohio Dance Theatre Presents
The Nutcracker – Dancers from
The Ohio Dance Theatre will present
an introduction to “The Nutcracker”
and will bring some of their costumes
for kids to see up close! Ages 3-6. Registration begins Nov. 29.

Friday, Dec. 6 (10-11 a.m. OR 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m.) Connecting
for Kids “Teach Me to Play”
– Experts from the Cuyahoga Board
of Developmental Disabilities will
lead this playgroup for children 3-6
years (siblings welcome). Its focus is
teaching parents how to help their
children engage in play and interact
with peers, and positively discipline
through hands-on modeling techniques. Caregiver must stay in the
room. You must RSVP for the playgroup by calling 440-250-5563. Space
is limited.

Saturday, Dec. 7 (2-3:30 p.m.)
Connecting for Kids Parent
Discussion Group – Parent discussion group led by a local pediatric
expert. Childcare is offered but space
is limited. You must RSVP by calling
440-250-5563. Topics are listed at
connectingforkids.org.

Monday, Dec. 9 (1:30-3:30 p.m.)
Powerful LinkedIn Strategies Revealed – Learn how to
optimize your LinkedIn profile to rise
to the top of recruiters’ searches. Discover numerous strategies to uncover
individuals who can open the door to
your next job.

Monday, Dec. 9 (4-5:45 p.m.) Teen
Lounge – Need a place to hang out
after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve
got computers, video games, board
games, snacks and more!

Tuesday, Dec. 10 (10 a.m.-noon)
Applications That Get Noticed
– These days most job applications
are scanned for keywords for the
skills, education or experience that
are most important to the employer,
as well as for keywords that may be
used to screen candidates out. Learn
how to tackle questions on an application to be sure yours will be read.

Tuesday, Dec. 10 (7 p.m.) Tuesday
Evening Book Discussion – This
month we’ll discuss “The Walk” by
Richard Paul Evans.

Wednesday, Dec. 11 (10:15-10:45
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing
and Dance! – Join us for a fun
session of singing and dancing for
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver.
Space is limited, so please arrive early
enough to receive a ticket at the Preschool Desk.
To register for any of the programs,
please call 440-871-2600 or visit
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080. 
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W

e decorate, we bake, we shop,
we wrap, we sing carols, we host
our family parties, and we may
attend church services. We celebrate this
wonderful season, both spiritually and
secularly. But sometimes everything is
not quite as sparkly, festive or serene as it
appears. Why? Because someone we love is
not healthy because of drug, alcohol and/
or behavioral problems.
As we are all well aware, the problems
do not magically disappear because it is
holiday time. Many times, in fact, usage
is intensified at this time of year. Often, a
hole in our hearts is created because of our
loved one’s absence or perhaps from our
worry of how they will act if and when we
do spend time with them.
The gift of peace that is offered at Christmas can be a reality in each of our lives, not
only at this time of year, but throughout the
entire year. A free 12-step program called
Families Anonymous strengthens us so that
we can attain that peace. FA is a wonderful
support group that encourages and sustains
those who have family members who suffer
from drug, alcohol and/or behavioral problems. This incredible program teaches us
that we are powerless over anyone else’s life
except for our own.
We learn to change our negatives to
positives, act not react, realize that it is OK
to say no and set limitations of what we
will and will not accept. Being on guard,
obsessing about others’ choices or being
broken-hearted and losing sleep because
of the emptiness and heartache we feel
inside does nothing to make us feel better.

Realizing that each of us is responsible
for our own happiness is a wide-eyed discovery.
We encourage you to attend a few
meetings of Families Anonymous so that
you can really understand and accept that
peace can actually be attained on a daily
basis, no matter how difficult the situation with your loved one may be. We can
live, we can love and we can have freedom
from continuous, unproductive fear and
worry in spite of unresolved problems. We
learn that we didn’t cause someone else’s
destructive behavior, we sure can’t control
another’s actions, nor can we cure their
abuse, addiction or behavior. However,
we can learn to cope. With coping comes
peace. Peace is a gift we can give to ourselves everyday - if we so choose.
Families Anonymous meets at different times throughout the area; in
Westlake we meet Sundays at 5:30 p.m.
at CrossPointe Community Church, 1800
Columbia Road.
Our website is www.familiesanonymous.org. If you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to call our Northern Ohio Families Anonymous Helpline at
440-779-HELP (4357).
Please know that Families Anonymous
honestly helps to restore sanity, offers
comfort and brings stability back into our
lives. Even if the ones we love do not seek
recovery, we still can. Our recovery stops
that hole in our hearts from getting larger,
allows us to focus on one day at a time,
and ultimately regain some serenity so that
we can function on a much healthier and
normal basis. Hope is available. Let us think
about giving ourselves a much-needed gift
– a gift that will last much longer than any
holiday cookies or store bought present that is a gift of peace. 

The Westshore CERT has
Friends in the Community
by Tricia Granfors

Friends for the Community Foundation
is to support, promote and enhance the
he goal of the Westshore Regional quality of life, public safety initiatives, proCERT (WSC) is to help citizens pre- grams and services within the Westshore
pare for disasters common in the communities.
area, to have the skills to capably handle a
The annual Friends for the Commuvariety of emergency situations, and to be nity Foundation Public Safety Charity Softa vital extension of emergency response ball Tournament honors our hometown
services when needs outweigh resources. heroes and raises funds for the Westshore
The goal of Cuyahoga County Council Dis- CERT and Olmsted CERT through friendly
trict 1 Representative Dave Greenspan’s competition and family fun. At November’s
Westshore Council of
Governments meeting, Dave Greenspan
presented the teams
with $2,000 grants.
The WSC thanks
the Friends for the
Community Foundation, our participating responders,
and our generous
sponsors that make
this support possible.
The team continues
to serve as valuable
insurance for our
Westshore neighborCuyahoga County Council District 1 Representative Dave hoods, making us
more disaster resisGreenspan awards grants to Olmsted CERT Coordinator
tant and resilient. 
Marty Palicka and WSC Coordinator Tricia Granfors.

T
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league of women voters

Report: Westshore Council of Governments
(WCOG) meeting, Nov. 13, 2013
by LWV observers Conda Boyd
and Susan Murnane (Bay Village
chapter) and Mary Warren
(Lakewood)
This report, which contains observations and selected highlights of a meeting
of the WCOG, is not an official statement
of the League of Women Voters.

W

illiam Denihan, CEO of the
Alcohol, Drug Addiction
and Mental Health Services
(ADAMHS) Board of Cuyahoga County
gave a brief history of mental health services. The Community Mental Health
Act of 1963 provided federal funding
for mental health centers. With a philosophy of placing people in the “least
restrictive environment,” it led to deinstitutionalization of large numbers of
people with mental health problems;
unfortunately, “the money never followed the people.” Medicaid covers
only seven of 25 essential services for
this population, and in general only for
90 days. Mayor Summers (Lakewood)
noted that on day 91, some people end
up on the street.
Because county-wide property
values have declined, the November
2013 mental health levy only restores
funding to 2011 levels. ADAMHS distributes funds to the agencies that provide
the services. For example, the county
psychiatric center is St. Vincent Charity
Medical Center. A 24/7 crisis hotline
operates at 216-623-6888. Emerald
Development and Economic Network
(EDEN) operates group homes in the
county. A recent court case established
that information on group homes
cannot be released to cities. The mayors
expressed concern about this: individual privacy must be protected, but the
individuals who live in group homes

may benefit from fire and police officers
knowing where the homes are located.
Medicaid expansion would cover
“transitional youth” – 18-26-year-olds
– but only if they live at home. Other
important populations in need include
widows and widowers who lose benefits
when their spouses die, new parolees
who may lose benefits after 90 days,
and adults who are too young for Adult
Protective Services (which helps those
over 60 years old). The mayors cited this
under-60 group as a growing concern,
along with hoarders.
Regarding ex-prisoners, Mr. Denihan stated that the recidivism rate for
those with untreated mental health
issues is 60 percent, versus 5 percent
for those who receive treatment. The
annual cost to keep someone in prison
is $36,000; annual treatment in the community averages $3,500.
The mayors were unanimous in
noting city senior centers and licensed
social workers as vital resources, along
with support from friends, neighbors,
and churches. It is not realistic to expect
the mentally ill to navigate a complex
system alone. Eligibility requirements,
the legal system, even obtaining transportation to seek help are barriers.
More case managers are needed. Ideally, social workers should visit clients
in their homes to identify issues such as
cut-off utilities, lack of food and medication, and hoarding, but this does not
happen because state funding does not
pay for travel time.
ADAMHS provides several services
to cities. In some areas of the county
(although not in the WCOG cities),
licensed social workers work in the
schools. Over the past six years, 680
police officers have received crisis intervention training. Training can also be
arranged for social workers and other

professionals. The mayors will seek a
joint crisis intervention training session
for Westshore safety forces and social
workers in the spring.
Mr. Denihan encouraged the
mayors to call him directly with any
issues and asked to return in three
months to review progress.
Westshore Fire Investigation Unit
(FIU) Proposal
The Westshore FIU was informally
established in 1998 to provide a pool of
fire investigators who could be called
out through the WestCom dispatch
center. The team is used about 15
times a year. Lakewood Fire Chief Scott
Gilman presented a draft proposal by
the WCOG cities’ fire chiefs to formalize
operating procedures and allow for a
budget of $500 per community per year
for equipment and training.
The proposal was placed on the
December agenda. The mayors asked
that the fire chiefs finalize their recommendation, vote a resolution of support,
list individuals who are candidates for
the team, and itemize costs and proposed equipment. Meanwhile, the
mayors will talk to their chiefs individually and ask their law directors to review
the proposal. Mayor Bobst (Rocky River)
noted that it is vital to understand the
overtime implications, both for individuals on the team and for the firefighters
who backfill when a team member is on
an investigation.
The Westshore Council of Governments was founded in 1971 “to foster
cooperation between municipalities
in all areas of municipal service.” All
meetings are open to the public. The
next meeting will be Dec. 11, 9:30-11:30
a.m., at the Lakewood Women’s Pavilion.
Official minutes are prepared by Mayor
Summers’ office. In 2014, Mayor Patton
(Fairview Park) will chair the WCOG. 

letTer to the editor

faith & Spirituality

Friends of the Bay Village
Kennel thank supporters

Melinda Mason
to share her
inspirational story
of recovery Dec. 1

Due to continuing support,
generous donations and dedicated volunteers, the last six months
have been extremely productive
and rewarding for the Friends of
the Bay Village Kennel who have
come to the financial aid of 30
animals in our community.
The Friends of the Bay
Village Kennel remind residents that Cuyahoga County
Dog License tags go on sale in
December. Landmark Lawn and
Garden Supply on Dover Center
Road in Westlake will have
them available for purchase.
You may also purchase them
on the county’s website at www.
cuyahogadogs.com. Also on
Saturday, Dec. 14, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m., pet photos with Santa
will be taken by a professional
photographer along with free

giveaways and surprise guests
at the Westlake Landmark store.
As the holidays and cold
weather approach remember to
keep your pets safe and warm.
Consider the gift of a microchip
for pets and a nice collar with
current identification.
Should you encounter a stray
or injured animal in Bay Village,
please continue to contact the
police department at 440-8711234.
For updates and how you
can help the animals in Bay Village, please visit our website at
www.friendsofbayvillagekennel.
com.
Thank you!
John & Ruth Glasmire
Tom & Janet Kauker
Nancy Brown

by Nelson Blount

M

elinda Mason, a University of Mount
Union junior, was seriously injured
when a drunk driver crashed into a car
she was driving during the kickoff of the Drive
Sober Get Pulled Over campaign at Paul Brown
Tiger Stadium earlier this fall.
The near-death experience due to being
hit by a 34-year-old drunk driver is the basis
for an inspirational talk presented by Melinda
on Sunday, Dec. 1, 10:30 a.m., at CrossPointe
Community, 1800 Columbia Road in Westlake.
Melinda is an enthusiastic youth pastor
while she continues her studies at Mount Union.
We are excited to welcome Melinda and know
you will be encouraged when you hear the message she shares. 

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

one senior’s opinion

Save your
shopping for
Black Friday
by Dianne Borowski

I

t’s the time of the year to stop for a
moment to reflect upon the many
blessings received over the past
12 months. We gather with family and
friends to give thanks and spend time
together. We may remember other
Thanksgiving celebrations, missing
those who are no longer with us.
Turkey and football seem to be the
way most people spend their day. Traditionally most families prepare a large
meal then spend the remainder of the
day watching football or just reminiscing, enjoying one another’s company.
This year a new tradition will begin.
Many stores will be open on Thanksgiving Day making it impossible for some
employees to spend the day with their
families. Perhaps, in the near future
Thanksgiving Day will be just another
day to go Christmas shopping, another
day to pick up fast food for dinner.
Life as we once knew it is changing
rapidly. Today’s values and expectation
are quite different than those of other
years. I wonder if anyone even notices?
I will not be shopping on Thanksgiving
Day. What will you do? 

Five tips for
reducing
holiday stress
by Kristi Vaughn, LSW

Don’t be a procrastinator! Start a few
weeks in advance and make a list of the
things that need to be done from top priority to less priority. Do a little at a time
and be sure to check it off your list when
you complete a task. This will give you a
sense of accomplishment to see things
are getting done.

Say YES when someone asks to help!

Now is not the time to be a martyr. If
someone wants to help set the table,
mash the potatoes or help with the
dishes after the meal then by all means,
let them!
Be realistic! Everything can’t be perfect
no matter how hard you try. Expect that
some things will go wrong and let it go.
And remind yourself when something
does go wrong that it won’t mean a thing
in 100 years!

Remember the true meaning of the
holidays! It’s easy to get caught up in
buying the perfect gift or having the perfect dinner party. We need to ask ourselves if this is really what it’s all about.
Remember that spending quality time
with the people you love and making new
memories is what is most important.
Allow yourself a time out! Stop, take
a deep breath and step away from the
stressful situation for five minutes. During
your time out, visualize your loved ones
laughing and enjoying themselves. 
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Choristers perform evening of holiday music
by Kelly Kutler

O
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Toiletry drive Nov. 29Dec. 31 for medically
under-served patients

n Sunday, Dec. 8, at 7:30 p.m., 140 local musicians will take the stage as the West Shore Chorale & Orchestra present their annual holiday
concert, Carols & Choruses of Christmas, at Magnificat
by Elizabeth O’Brien
Center for the Performing Arts. John Drotleff will conduct the 80-member chorus, which has been performing
orth Coast Health Ministry is partnering
in the area since 1968.
with First Federal Lakewood to conduct
This year the Chorale is thrilled to welcome special
a toiletry drive this holiday season for
guests, Cantate Musica, a 60-voice ensemble of young
NCHM’s low-income, medically under-served
singers from fifth to ninth grades, directed by Lisa Van
patients. Needed items include new toothbrushScyoc. Cantate Musica is part of the Oberlin Choristers,
es, toothpaste, soap, deodorant, shampoo, lotion,
an acclaimed community choral program for children
pocket size facial tissues, etc. Trial- and travel-size
from kindergarten through 12th grade.
products as well as full-size items are welcome.
The Chorale’s Carols & Choruses concert is in its
Donations may be dropped off during regular
The Chorale rehearses for a concert at Divinity
23rd consecutive year and has become a holiday tradibanking hours – 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Lutheran Church in Parma.
tion here on the West Side. “Our singers are really lookThursday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. to 1
ing forward to having the community join us,” says the ning will also feature the 10-piece professional West
p.m. Saturday – from Nov. 29 through Dec. 31, at
group’s Vice President, Chris Schmitt. “This special night Shore Chorale Orchestra performing two U.S. premieres
select First Federal Lakewood branches, including
officially kicks off the Christmas season for our members of works by English composer Vaughn Jones.
both in Westlake: 2035 Crocker Road and 24441
and audience, and we’re always happy when new people
Concert tickets are $15 and students of all ages are
Detroit Road.
of all ages join in the fun. Plus there’s a reception follow- free. Tickets are also available at the door, online at westDonations can also be brought to NCHM,
ing the concert with free cookies which is always very shorechorale.org or by phone at 216-373-7773. Parking
16110 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood, weekdays
crowded and popular!”
is free and handicap accessible. Magnificat Center for
between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.
The children of Cantate Musica will perform several the Performing Arts is located at 20770 Hilliard Blvd. in
No contribution is too small and every little
pieces with the Chorale along with a set on their own. Rocky River. 
bit helps! 
“Cantate Musica is made up of singers from
a wide variety of cities and counties,” says
Director, Lisa Van Scyoc. “Music and the love
of singing brings us together to make the best
sounds we can and express music through our
voices. We are so excited to hear the adults
sing, unite with them in song, and share a
sample of our own selections.”
The Chorale’s conductor, John Drotleff,
often plans concerts that include student
singers, creating an intergenerational experience for everyone involved. “I love working
with children’s voices,” says Drotleff. “Not
only does it benefit the children to interact
with adults and professional musicians, but it
Bradley Bay resident Tom Walmsley is pinned
also benefits the adults by working with these
by Paul McElhaney, Color Guard Captain and
young musicians who are so full of enthusiVietnam Veteran, in a very powerful and moving
asm and life.”
Veterans Day celebration. On Nov. 11, nine
Musical selections will include the beaumembers of the North Ridgeville VFW came to
tiful double choir setting of the “Magnificat”
honor 14 veteran heroes of Bradley Bay Health
by Pachelbel, a rich choral setting of the
Veteran soldiers, dressed in their formal uniforms,
Center. After a brief description of the history
Finnish folk tune “Lost in the Night,” Conte’s
conclude the ceremony with a 21-gun salute and the
of this solemn day, each veteran was given a
“Ave Maria,” Vaughan Williams’ “Fantasia on
playing of taps. We thank our heroes and their families for
certificate and pin, honoring their service in the
Christmas Carols” and many others. The evethe sacrifices they have made for all of us.
branch of the military in which they served.

N

Photos by Donna D’Amico

Veterans honored
during ceremony

O’Neill Management
Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

Owned and operated by the John O’Neill Family since 1962. A Legacy of Excellence for over 50 years.
SKILLED NURSING | REHABILITATION | ASSISTED LIVING

To reach any of our facilities, call

Bay Village

North Ridgeville

Wishing you a joyous Holiday Season,
and a healthful, Happy New Year,
from the O’Neill family to your family.

Fairview Park

Lakewood

North Olmsted

WWW.BBHC.NET

| 605 BRADLEY ROAD, BAY VILLAGE | (440) 871-3474

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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green scene

by Brenda O’Reilly

L

ooking for ways to “green” your
Thanksgiving? How about planting a tree or shrub? It’s a great time
of the year to plant vegetation, before
the ground freezes. Most area nurseries
currently have great deals on trees and
shrubs.
The benefits of trees and shrubs are
significant. Not only do they help with
storm water runoff, vegetation also filters
and cleans the air that we breathe. The
non-profit organization, American Forests, reports that a single tree can absorb
10 pounds of air pollutants a year, and
produce nearly 260 pounds of oxygen –
enough to support two people!
According to landscape designer Julia
Shutt of Maple Leaf Landscaping in Bay
Village, this is the absolute best time to
plant many varieties of trees or shrubs, as
they are now dormant. “This is the time of
year when the plant doesn’t have to give
up resources to survive. It’s the very best
time to plant evergreens or deciduous
trees. Ohio weather gives us six months
of moist soil and that benefits a newly
planted tree or shrub. This significantly
reduces the need for deep watering.”
The first step is to select the right
plant.
Some evergreen selections that Julia
recommends include spruces (either the
blue or Norway spruce), hemlocks (the
Canadian hemlock or weeping Canadian
hemlock) and pines (such as the white
pine, Austrian pine or the Scotch pine).

Deciduous trees and shrubs are best
planted this time of year as well. Consider
these native trees that do well in this climate, including maple, buckeye, hickory,
beech, sycamore, willow and dogwood.
Deciduous shrubs which are good candidates to plant now include witch hazel,
lilac, spirea, privet, burning bush, elderberry and forsythia.
Julia recommends waiting until early
spring or early autumn to plant delicate
broadleaf evergreen shrubs like Rhododendron or Holly as their foliage tends
to get dried out in the winter winds. And
some types of cypress and cedars are
more sensitive to being planted late in the
season and will root in better if they are
planted in early spring or early autumn.
To plant your tree or shrub, Julia
suggests raising the new bed above the
existing elevation in your yard at least 8 to
10 inches. Prepare the new planting bed
by digging a hole that is approximately
double the width of the root ball. Creating a raised bed will ensure that the base
of the plant has plenty of good drainage.
When planting is complete make sure that
the grading of the new bed is gradual and
not a “mounded volcano.”
At this time of year it’s a good idea
to “deep water” your newly planted tree
or shrub just once. Set up your hose with
a minimal trickle and let it run at three
separate spots on the root ball, for 10 minutes on each position.
Julia adds that waiting until spring to
fertilize is important. “Fertilizer in winter
can throw the newly planted tree or shrub

Maple Leaf will plow your snow
and plant your Christmas Tree!

www.maple-leaf-landscaping.com

440-871-0584
More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

Photo by Julia Shutt

Plant a tree (or shrub) for Thanksgiving

Norway and blue spruce make the perfect backdrop for garden art. This is
the best time of year to plant many varieties of trees and shrubs.
into a growth spurt and kill it. The best
time to fertilize is the end of March or
beginning of April.”
Go green for Thanksgiving by planting a tree or shrub at the easiest time of

year! And enjoy the environmental benefits and beauty for years to come!.
Have a “green” topic to suggest for a
future article? Email it to bayvillagegreenteam@gmail.com. 

Local business owners, police
unite to rescue blind dog
by Lori Aldrich

dental surgery to
repair the deep
ry to imagine
holes in her gums
from rotted teeth.
yourself on a fall
She is also underday walking from
weight and has a
one side of the street to
the other, hitting your
heart murmur from
head on the curb, turnthe dental probing around walking to
lems. To deal with
the other side, hitting
a severe ear infecyour head again and
tion that caused
repeating this. Frustratswelling and deafing for sure, but even
ness, NaNa has
worse you are an eightbegun a program
pound, blind senior NaNa, the blind poodle
of medication and
dog not understanding rescued from the streets of
daily cleaning and
why this is happening Westlake, is on the mend at a
is slowly regaining
or how to save yourself! sanctuary in Port Clinton.
her hearing.
Well this is what
“She now loves
one local poodle experienced until a to bark to tell you when she is hungry for
Westlake police officer discovered her her special food,” Benevento-Brown said.
and called his animal control officer to “She has food available to her all day, but
rescue her. Then animal control officer her special food is her favorite and she
Jim Wang got busy cleaning her up, gave gets as much as she wants. As with most
her a nice cushy bed, lots of love and deaf dogs who regain some hearing, she
attention and got to work trying to find loves to hear her own voice again.”
a rescue or home for her.
Benevento-Brown estimates NaNa’s
Enter a Westlake business owner that age at around 10 years, and says that she
comes to meet her at the kennel and con- is potty trained. The sanctuary is taking
tacts every rescue and person she could care of her critical health issues and
think of and a local pet sitter animal activ- hopes that a loving family will adopt her,
ist that gets involved too. The result of but if not, “she will live here with us in our
all their efforts is a wonderful rescue in little nursing home.”
Port Clinton with local ties (the owner
Those touched by NaNa’s story are
has a home in Bay and owns a Westlake trying to help raise money for her dental
company) that agrees to take her in.
surgery and raise awareness of this won“When rescue pleas went out derful rescue and their many needy cases.
for help with the little blind poodle, I
If you are interested in making a
immediately jumped in my car and tax-deductible donation of money or
drove to Westlake to get her,” said Nancy supplies, please stop by Trendi Paws!/
Benevento-Brown of Island Safe Harbor Just Dogs! Gourmet in the Promenade at
Animal Sanctuary.
Crocker Park or call 440-808-9663. The
She has a new name, new life and store is collecting donations through the
lots of love and support. Benevento- holiday season for NaNa and Island Safe
Brown reports that NaNa is doing much Harbor Animal Sanctuary, 419-960-7487
better now, but will require extensive or toll free 1-855-329-5460. 

T
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Lake Erie Nature & Science Center
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bayarts

BAYarts Holiday Shop
highlights regional art
by Jessica
Stockdale

Bamboo shark hatches at LENSC
by Wendy Hanna
When renovations were done to
the saltwater Ocean Exhibit at Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center, there was one
project left unfinished.
A bamboo shark egg was added to
the revamped exhibit in September and
expected to hatch and complete the renovation in late October. Visitors of all ages
checked out the egg and waited patiently
as the due date came and went.
On Nov. 17, 2013 the baby shark was
finally ready and it left its egg and joined
the tank. Bamboo sharks are born with
black stripes which fade slowly to brown
as the shark ages. At maturity, they can
reach two to three feet. As in the wild,
this shark will feed on small crustaceans.
Bamboo sharks can typically be found
near the ground in sandy areas under

cracks and ledges of coral.
Already at home in the exhibit are
a cortez stingray, lunar wrasse, banana
wrasse, clown triggerfish and lionfish.
Recently added are a snowflake eel,
clown triggerfish, rectangular trigger fish
and a stars-and-stripes puffer.
“Saltwater aquariums are a lot of
work but well worth it,” says Amy LeMonds, Director of Wildlife at the Center.
“The water quality of our Ocean Tank has
been well balanced and we’re so happy
the tank and it’s inhabitants are thriving.”
Visitors are welcome every day from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. to explore this exhibit as
well as many other live animal exhibits.
The Center also offers excellent educational programming, a planetarium and
wildlife rehabilitation. Admission to Lake
Erie Nature & Science Center is always
free of charge. 

Bay’s new police chief
‘pinned’ during ceremony

Bay Village Police Chief Mark Spaetzel has his police chief badge pinned to
his uniform by his father, Richard, as his wife, Christine, looks on.
by Tara Wendell

B

ay Village Police Chief Mark Spaetzel was officially “pinned” on Nov.
18 in front of family, friends and
fellow officers in council chambers.
Mayor Debbie Sutherland praised
the new chief as “extremely capable, creative, dogged and a wonderful investigator,” before swearing him in. Spaetzel
took his oath on a Bible held by his wife,
Christine, and was then pinned with his
new badge by his father, Richard.

The Bible, engraved with Spaetzel’s
name and the date he was officially
appointed – Nov. 1, 2013 – was given to
him as a gift from his secretary Gloria
Frombach, Bay’s assistant director of
finance Ruth Popovich and clerk of council Joan Kemper.
Chief Spaetzel thanked “the mayor
for having faith in me, my fellow officers
and past officers who are here tonight
who enabled me to be in this position …
and most of all my wife, for putting up
with me for 28 years in this job.” 

G

ive the gift
of art, support local!
Something unique
for everyone from a
reliable babysitter to
that crazy uncle that
looks like Gandalf the
Grey. Beginning Nov
29, the BAYarts Holiday Shop will feature
unique, handmade
gifts for all the people
Handmade ceramic pendants, above, and
on your list.
Christmas decor, below, are available at the
With Lake Erie
BAYarts Holiday Shop.
at your doorstep and
Ohio City just a hop
away, you already
know how special
this area of Northeast Ohio is. Consider
local art that highlights your favorite
town from Avon to
Cleveland and everywhere in between.
There’s nothing
worse than showing up to an event
in the same dress as
someone else. Local
artists create specialized giftware that are
sure to be cherished
for their uniqueness.
Items in the BAYarts
Holiday Shop include
art prints, home decor and ornaments.
Gifts from BAYarts say “you have
Handmade scented soap and great taste (and support local art!).”
sugar scrubs are a no-brainer gift What they won’t reveal is if you forget
combination. Browse the offerings to pick something up until Christmas
from Freckle Face jewelry, the unique Eve (we’ll be open until 3 p.m.).
charms from Allie M Designs, ChristBAYarts supports the nationally
mas ornaments by Jennifer Lee and recognized “Small Business Saturstuffed Santas by Kari Eckel.
day” event on Nov. 30.
And don’t forget unique chilGrab your girls! Our Annual
dren’s gifts from tutu’s to choochoos! Ladies Night Out Holiday Trunk Show
For cooks there is maple syrup by is Thursday, Dec. 12, from 7-9 p.m.
Gordon Cikra; for men, shaving kits
Give the gift of art, BAYarts gift
by Images in Bloom.
certificates for classes, shop or galLet us create a personalized gift lery. Visit bayarts.net for more inforbasket of unique handmade gifts.
mation. 

BAYarts
Holiday

Open

House
Nov. 29-30
BAYarts.net/shop
PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2013 WBVO
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

20

WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 26 NOVEMber 2013

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Saturday, Nov. 30, 6 a.m. Monday, Dec. 2, 10 p.m.
Bay Cooperative Preschool Online Auction
Please join us for our first online auction. We have
a huge selection of wonderful items and packages
up for auction. There is something for everyone,
and the proceeds go to a great organization.
Relieve holiday stress and treat yourself to a
manicure or a massage. Purchase a golf or sports
package for that hard to shop for guy. Go in with
friends for a restaurant or executive suite package!
www.baycoopschool.org/auctions
Sunday, Dec. 1, 7 p.m.-midnight
Parents without Partners Fundraising Dance
Come and join us! Parents without Partners
Chapter 1395, serving west Cuyahoga and Lorain
County, is sponsoring a dance for singles and
couples. Line dance lessons are from 7-8 p.m. The
evening will feature a DJ, snacks and a cash bar.
Tickets are $8 per person, available the night of
the dance. For more info, call Kim at 440-847-8307.
Elks Lodge, 24350 Center Ridge Road, Westlake
Tuesday, Dec. 3, 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Tuesday Morning Talkers Weekly Meeting
Do you have a fear of public speaking? Want to
think faster on your feet? Interested in honing
your leadership skills? How about meeting
new people that will challenge you to succeed
in a supportive atmosphere? Toastmasters
International can help you meet your objectives!
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.
Wednesday, Dec. 4, noon-12:30 p.m.
Replacing Stress with JOY this Christmas
Christmas time can be one of the most stressful
times for people whether due to family, friends,
money or health. Please bring your friends and
family to develop strategies for you to have the
best Christmas yet! Free and open to the public.
Also offered Dec. 5, 6-6:30 p.m.
Gemini Building 2, 2001 Crocker Rd., Ste. 100, Westlake
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 7-8:30 p.m.
The Holidays Begin With the West Side Market
Marilou Suszko and Laura Taxel, authors of

Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

“Cleveland’s West Side Market: A Hundred Years
and Still Cooking,” offer a fresh and festive look
at Northeast Ohio’s beloved food destination for
a favorite time of year: the winter holidays. Get
into the holiday spirit and consider starting your
own holiday traditions that include the West Side
Market. A book sale and signing will follow the
presentation. Reservations requested; 440-8716392 or cuyahogalibrary.org.
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.
Thursday, Dec. 5, 7-8:30 p.m.
Eating Disorders Anonymous Group
Eating Disorders Anonymous has a free support
group every Thursday night from 7-8:30 p.m. This
anonymous eating disorder support group follows
the 12-step AA model. For more information,
please call 440-892-7034, ext. 215.
25000 Center Ridge Rd., Suite 6, Westlake
Friday, Dec. 6, 7-9 p.m.
JAM Nite
All are welcome to a night where musicians can
come together to enjoy one another’s expertise.
An “open mic” concept with each group presenting
2-3 pieces, original or cover. All are requested
to stay for the duration of the evening to offer
support and encouragement to all musicians. If
you are not a member of a band we encourage
you to come as we will have opportunity to
JAM together. All genres are enthusiastically
encouraged to participate. Please RSVP by calling
440-835-0243 with a message including the name
of your band and contact information.
CrossPointe Community, 1800 Columbia Rd.,
Westlake
Saturday, Dec. 7, 2-3:30 p.m.
When to Ask for Professional Help for Your
Picky Eater
Does your child have a limited diet? How do
you know if this is just “typical” picky eating or
something that requires professional help? Come
join Mary Louise Kennedy, who works at the
feeding clinic at The Cleveland Clinic Children’s
Hospital for an interactive discussion about ways
to help picky eaters expand their food choices.

Additional info at www.neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

She will also provide resources for children at risk.
Free childcare is provided but space is limited. To
reserve a spot, visit www.connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Dec. 11, 7-8:30 p.m.
The Brain Lecture Series: The Calm Brain - The
Science of Relaxation
This interactive evening lecture series will discuss
relaxation and the brain, and introduce methods
of relaxation. Free and open to the public.
Tri-C Westshore Campus, 31001 Clemens Rd.,
Westlake

Monday, Dec. 9, 1-4 p.m.
Senior Housing Fair
This third annual event will feature more than two
dozen vendors to help with questions regarding
senior housing, skilled rehab and more. We are
also going to be having fun door prizes that
everyone who attends is eligible to win. Free and
open to the public.
St. John Medical Center, Auditoriums A and B, 29000
Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m.
Bay Village Community Band Concert
This annual Christmas Celebration is an audience
favorite. Come listen to the sounds of Christmas
while the Bay Village Community Band plays all
of the seasonal favorites. Bring the family and
friends and enjoy this beautiful time of year!
Refreshments will be served.
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Tuesday, Dec. 10, 5-7 p.m.
Power of More Chamber Holiday Party
This event is free to all members of the Fairview
Park, North Coast, North Olmsted, North
Ridgeville, Olmsted and West Shore chambers
of commerce. No RSVP is required. There will be
complimentary appetizers, a cash bar, door prizes
and goodie bags.
100th Bomb Group, 20920 Brookpark Rd., Cleveland

Thursday, Dec. 12, 9 a.m.-noon
Taste of Home Cookie Walk
Cookies will be sold at $8 per pound. Funds
raised will provide seed money to purchase patio
furniture for the large interior courtyard. We are
also asking for volunteer bakers to bake and
donate small, homemade Christmas or specialty
cookies. Please contact Janice at 440-847-1031 or
jsnyder@concordreserve.org by Dec. 5 to confirm
the type & number of cookies you will be baking.
The Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve, 2116 Dover
Center Rd., Westlake

Tuesday, Dec. 10, 6:30-8 p.m.
Survivorship Support Group for Those
Touched by Cancer
Monthly support group for those who have
completed treatment. Advance registration
required by calling 216-595-9546.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
NEOPC Meeting
Northeast Ohio Personal Computers December
meeting will feature Q & A with Bruce Brockman
and Lee Gerber, our own experts. Everyone is
welcome to contribute by bringing questions
that would be helpful to all. Topics will include
Microsoft Windows XP, Vista, 7 and 8; Microsoft
Security Essentials; CCleaner; software (e.g., MS
Word, Excel ); Yahoo Groups and NEOPC web site;
wireless networks; tablets and smart phones; and
what to backup and best method. Come early, at
6:30 p.m., for refreshments. Free and open to all.

Thursday, Dec. 12, 5-7 p.m.
Westlake PTA Student Art Show
The event is free and open to the public. The
Westlake Council of PTAs is sponsoring a studentdriven art show based on its Reflections program.
Westlake students from grades K-12 will utilize
art, photography, choreography, song, poems,
literature and film to illustrate what Believe,
Dream, Inspire means to them. This art show will
be judged by professionals in the community who
are experts in the areas mentioned above.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
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• KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • REC ROOMS
• ATTICS • ADDITIONS • DECKS/ARBORS
SMALL PROJECTS WELCOME
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FREE ESTIMATES

REMODELING DONE RIGHT
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DECK THE HALLS!
(and the kitchen, living room & bedroom too!)

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.

Professional Pet Care Services
“We take the
Personal In-Home worry out of
Pet Care
being away”
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

rea

W.117th Street

Be

.

Rd

W.110th Street

Madison Ave.

Western

Inventory changes hourly. If you see it, buy it. If you don’t, come back tomorrow!

Shop great prices!

Tues-Sat 10-4

Northeast Ohio’s
#1 Restora�o� �es��a�o�

2110 W. 110th Street Cleveland, OH 44102
Tel (216) 429-3631 www.clevelandhabitat.org

More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other
special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com

A proud member of the Bay Village community

