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Parkside students are taking
cancer fight to the streets

by Tara Wendell

PHOTO BY Heather Drago

I

Members of “Lots In One,” a Westlake Relay For Life team, carry signs
advertising their June 1 garage sale. Pictured, from left, are: (back row)
Sarah Drago, Akshyasri Dhinakaran, Talya Jeter, Talia Zheng; (front) Mia
Jeter, Rayna Jeter.

Demon
netters carry
on tradition
by Dan Craven

T

ennis icon and 2012 state
champion Colton Buffington
has moved on but the 2013
Westlake Demons men’s tennis
team worked hard in the off-season and has returned with plenty
of fire-power.
Led by ebullient senior captain
and doubles wizard Kevin Wang,
the Demons season has exceeded
all expectations. Coach Jeff Mannies has expertly shuffled a deep
roster of players.
First doubles
tandem of Kevin
Wang and Kent
Dinchman have
taken on and
defeated some

stellar teams. Sophomore Connor
Michelik has stepped up with a
powerful game to more than ably fill
the void left by Colton Buffington.
Michelik dominated opponents
in leading the Demons to a sweep
of the Southwestern Conference
tournament which capped off an
undefeated conference campaign
for the team.
In the state team competition
the Demons knocked off Kenston
and Willoughby in the first two
rounds before being ousted from
the tourney 4-1 by a Copley team
that is currently ranked fifth in
the state. Next up is the sectional
tournament with Aakash Shah,
Krish Shah and Thomas Reusser
playing singles and Michelik and
Cal Craven partnering to join
Wang and Dinchman in the doubles tourney. Both doubles teams
are seeded and hope to play well
and advance. Full draws are on the
Northeast District Athletic Board’s
website at www.NEDAB.org. 

t’s been an up-and-down year for Bay
Village. In the past 12 months, the
city has garnered local and national
accolades, faced budget challenges due
to decreased revenues, completed a
major infrastructure improvement and
got slammed by one of the worst storms
in decades to hit the region.
In her 13th annual State of the City
presentation to the West Shore Chamber of Commerce on May 7, Mayor
Deborah Sutherland’s focus remained
on the positives – and the lessons to be
learned from the negatives.
Since her last State of the City
address in May 2012, Bay Village has
been recognized as the No. 1 suburb in
the region by Cleveland Magazine, was
named to Family Circle magazine’s top
ten best towns for families and received
the state auditor’s award for “exemplary
financial reporting” in last July’s audit Bay Village Mayor Debbie Sutherland discusses
for fiscal year 2011.
the successes and challenges of the last year with
City leaders, facing much-publi- the West Shore Chamber of Commerce on May 7.
cized budget woes in recent years, have
been forced to make do with less. Genhas been steadily improving, from Aa3 in 2007 to
eral fund revenues dropped 5 percent from the Aa2 in 2008 to Aa1 in 2011 to present.
previous year, which Mayor Sutherland attrib“This is something I’m very proud of,”
uted in large part to dwindling revenues from the Sutherland said. “We had two bond rating
state, including local government funding and upgrades during the recession. There is not
estate taxes. Income tax revenues also decreased another community around that did that. It
slightly between 2010 and 2011. General fund was tough. … We had to make very tough deciexpenses were basically unchanged during those sions, but we did.”
years. On the plus side, Bay Village’s bond rating
» See SUTHERLAND, page 2

PHOTO BY denny wendell

“L

ots In One,” a Westlake
Relay For Life team
comprised of fifth- and
sixth-graders from Parkside Intermediate School, is working hard
to raise money for the American

Cancer Society. The group of 11- and
12-year-olds will walk in Westlake’s
Memorial Day Parade on May 27,
hold a major fundraiser on June 1
and participate in Westlake’s Relay
For Life event on July 13 at the Westlake Recreation Center.
» See PARKSIDE, page 2

Bay High after-prom event a rockin’ good time
by Heidi Langer

B

ay High School seniors were treated
to a “rockin” good time on Saturday,
May 11, after they attended their prom
downtown at the Cleveland Browns’ FirstEnergy Stadium. The senior parents hosted the
2013 After Prom event at Bay Middle School.
This year’s theme was “We Will Rock You” and
featured everything rock ‘n’ roll inspired.
The night of fun featured everything from
a rock band to a gymnasium full of inflatables
to a country-theme mechanical bull to a Latin
salsa-inspired outdoor cantina. Each area
included food, music and elaborate decorations to fit the theme.
After jumping for hours on the inflatables
and getting tossed around by the mechanical
bull, the seniors could chill in the VIP room
and listen to their friends sing karaoke while
they relaxed on the leopard-print chairs and
overstuffed couches. Or they could visit the
VIP candy bar, dessert bar and the iced coffee

PHOTO BY Heidi Langer

by Heather Drago

Sutherland wraps up last
year in State of City speech

Parents, including Dave Tomcho, posing
here with Alex Brown, impersonated their
favorite rock stars at Bay’s after-prom event.
bar and then head over to Santana’s Cantina,
complete with an outdoor tent decorated with
cantina lights and blankets to ward off the cold.
» See PROM, page 8
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One major project in which the city
didn’t have much choice was replacing the
Cahoon Creek Aerial Sewer that runs alongside Wolf Road over the creek. The sanitary
sewer, which was built in the 1940s and
serves the western half of Bay Village, had
eroded in some spots and was leaking. It
took several months during the winter for
crews to divert the sewage flow, replace the
pipe, and reopen the lines.
The biggest news event in the city over
the course of the previous year was Superstorm Sandy.
“We have never been hit with a storm
like that,” the mayor said. “It was devastating, and Bay Village just got hammered.”
Sutherland estimated that roughly
500 trees were downed, including 250 that
fell into roadways. First Energy reported
that nearly 92 percent of Bay Village homes
were without power during the late October
storm and its aftermath.
While praising the efforts of the service crews and safety forces, Sutherland
acknowledged that the biggest challenge
was communicating with residents. The
city used the Nixle emergency text message/email service more than a dozen
times during the week, but its reach is
currently limited to those who have a
computer or cell phone and have opted
in to receive alerts. Those frustrations led

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

W

ith just 60 days until Westlake’s Relay For Life on
July 13-14, we are pushing
forward. Calls are being made, donations are coming and volunteers are
roaming the city for teams, goodies
and help.
We are pleased to announce that
Carrabba’s in Westlake is donating our
Survivor Luncheon this year. A great
menu is planned and our famous
baker and luncheon chair, Karen
Cook, will be making the goodies for
after the meal. If you are a survivor
and would like to join us for the day,
please visit the website and sign up.
We need an accurate count soon so
don’t delay.
Our entertainment is coming
together with the Game Show Theme,
and we will laugh our way through the
day and night playing games, listening to DJ Lenny, watching movies and
of course walking our way around the
track for a cure.
As my family approaches the
four-month anniversary of my father’s
passing we are trying to heal and live
life without him. Relay has given us
the chance to try and fulfill his dream

and help those in need. You will soon
see his grandkids having the 2nd
annual lemonade stand at the corner
of Canterbury and Hilliard. Come
and enjoy a glass and check out what
they have made to sell along with the
yummy drinks and Popsicles.
And once again I am thrilled
to find out that my articles do go
noticed. I received an amazing note
from my mother-in-law’s co-worker
telling me that my article touched her
on many levels, being a survivor herself and recently losing her father. She
said the most wonderful thing to me:
“Know that you are affecting people
– many more than you know. Thank
you for being a voice for so many who
cannot.” I am truly touched and feel
stronger with each word I write.
Visit the website to donate, start
a team, sign up for the Survivor Luncheon and see what else we have
planned, www.relayforlife.org/westlake.
Sponsorships need to be in by
May 31 to be included on all the shirts,
program and other marketing items.
As always, hug your family and
call me with any questions,
-Amy Brediger, Event Chair for Relay
For Life of Westlake, 440-666-0662. 

Over 550 citizens
have contributed to
the Observer
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to the creation of an Emergency Communications Task Force comprised of volunteers from the community, who recently
presented their recommendations to city
council.
“We are really focusing on trying to
not only better communicate from the city
standpoint, but to make sure that our residents take personal responsibility to sign
up for the email newsletters and Nixle so
they can take advantage of getting instant
communications when something occurs,”
Sutherland said.
In addition to the aforementioned task
force, Bay’s residents have played a major
role in improving the quality of life in the
city. The Bay Village Green Team has been
active in bringing attention to sustainable
living by sponsoring educational seminars
and coordinating “near zero waste” initiatives with local organizations. Green Team
volunteers spearheaded an effort last year
to install “share the road” (with cyclists)
signs along city streets, with support from
the Bay Skate and Bike Park Foundation and
the newly formed Village Bicycle Cooperative. The three groups have joined forces to
promote biking activity and advocate for a
more bikeable community.
“Biking has become extremely important in the city of Bay Village as a whole,”
Sutherland said, noting the popularity of
the annual Bike-to-School challenge and
also attributing a reduction in the number
of car accidents in the city to more residents
opting to travel on bikes rather than cars. 

by Amy Brediger
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Sutherland

It has been a great learning experience for
them.
“These young people have decided to
walk and support the cause so that others
younger than them might not face what
they’ve seen,” said Rick Grane, Kiwanis
Memorial Day Parade organizer and Relay
For Life co-chair. “All of Westlake should be
proud of the way these kids have taken up
the baton to work for the cure.”
The Lots In One team, originally
formed in 2012, began as an experiment
in entrepreneurship. Talya and her friends
began crafting string bracelets and duct
tape accessories that quickly became hot
commodities at Parkside. When the school’s
office staff got wind of the budding business, they advised the students that while
items could not be sold for profit on school
property, it would be appropriate to sell
things for donations to a worthy cause.
Within the group, several had lost relatives
to cancer or had a loved one fighting cancer
at that moment, and so they decided to
donate their proceeds to Relay for Life. Their
first effort, selling hand-crafted bracelets at
the Westlake Recreation Center, resulted in
raising $50. They also participated in last
summer’s Relay For Life overnight event.
The team’s name comes from the fact
that they do lots of things together to raise
money and that the group is made up of
lots of kids all working towards one goal:
raising money to help fight and cure cancer.
Team member Sarah Drago says,
“Helping people get more birthdays is
important to me. I lost two family members
because of cancer and I don’t want anyone
else to go through that.”
The kids invite other Westlake students
to join Lots In One. Students of all ages are
welcome. Information about the group’s
activities and how to join can be found on
their website: www.lotsinone.org. 

HER

The Lots In One kids have set a big
goal for themselves, a whopping $5,000.
They’re hoping that funds from the sale,
participation at the Relay event in July, and
direct donations to their team’s Relay web
page will help them meet this challenge. In
addition, the group creates and sells handmade items, such as friendship bracelets
and duct tape crafts to fellow students and
others in the community.
The team’s first major fundraising
event, a “garage” sale, will be held June 1,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Fraternal Order
of Police Hall (FOP Lodge 25), 26145 Center
Ridge Road in Westlake.
The Lots In One kids are asking the
community to donate “stuff” to sell, particularly housewares and other big-ticket
items. The group, parent advisors and volunteers from Westlake High School, will be
on site at the FOP Hall on Friday, May 31,
11 a.m. to 7 p.m., to receive these donations
and set up the sale. All proceeds from the
sale will benefit the American Cancer Society. Items not sold will be donated to charity
at the conclusion of the sale.
“Being able to do such a big thing and
having the opportunity to do it with my
friends is an amazing experience,” says
sixth-grade team captain Talya Jeter.
The group has decided to get the word
out about the sale, literally taking their message to the street, by walking in the upcoming Memorial Day parade on May 27. Westlake’s Relay For Life organizers have offered
their support and are lending the student
team an official Relay banner to carry and
trademark Relay purple balloons to hand
out during the parade.
The students are dedicated to the
cause and have shown conviction and a
willingness to give up their free time to help
others. They organized the group and came
up with this fundraising project themselves.

Relay For Life is really
shaping up!

TIO
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St. John Medical Center

Medical Milestones

Quick Response

by all Involved

Stops Stroke

in its Tracks

Marc Baumgard, MD, Sagarika Nayak, MD
and David Erwin

David Erwin, a 36-year Ford employee woke up for breakfast and a short drive
from his home to his work place at the Avon Lake assembly plant. He received his
daily instructions. “All of a sudden, I couldn’t say anything,” says David, 56.
Embarrassed and frustrated, David’s coworker grabbed him and held him up.
“Most people would have disregarded the symptoms,” says Sagarika Nayak, MD,
medical director of the UH Neurological Institute at St. John Medical Center.
“But his colleague recognized that David was having a problem with his speech.”
They took David to the plant nurse, who immediately called 911. EMS
transported him to St. John Medical Center, a certified Primary Stroke Center.
Marc Baumgard, MD, SJMC Emergency Room, recognized David may be
suffering a stroke, immediately started the Brain Attack Protocol and notified
Dr. Nayak.
“Our entire emergency staff is trained to be alert to stroke symptoms and to
react quickly,” says Dr. Nayak. “If you can treat a patient with the clot-buster
drug IV tPA within 90 minutes of onset of symptoms, rather than the usual three
hours, you can stop the damage of stroke better,” says Dr. Nayak. “Fortunately,
David was within this time frame.”
Moved to the ICU, David began to notice improvement every hour. “His speech
got better,” says Dr. Nayak, “and he was soon able to lift his hands and legs into
the air.” Blood work and a transesophogeal echocardiogram found that a heart
defect was putting David at risk for clots and stroke. He was put on anticoagulation
medicine (coumadin) and will soon return to work.
“Because of the quick action by all involved, and proximity to the Primary Stroke
Center, David will have very little lasting effects,” says Dr. Nayak.

WWW.STJOHNMEDICALCENTER.NET

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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BVEF Spotlight Series 		

Bay Bike to School Challenge pedals
into national spotlight

Bay Vocabulary
Initiative
by Jacquie Mayer

I
PHOTO BY Tracey Bradnan

n November 2012, the
Bay Village Education
Foundation awarded
grants to several innovative
educators in the district.
Director of Curriculum
Char Shryock, along with
educators Kelli McMaugh,
Ali Volkman, Gail Hartman,
Meredith Myatt, Barb Marsh

and Darci Sanders, received
$1,500 for the district-wide
Bay Vocabulary Initiative.
This project will span across
all grade levels and incorporate support from the
community with the goal of
growing the vocabulary of all
Bay students. It was therefore chosen as the winner
of the Waldron Award for
literacy. 

by Tracey Bradnan

B

ay Bike to School Challenge (BTS) is off to its
best start ever and is putting Bay Village in the national
spotlight.
During the first week of BTS
on May 6-10, Bay Middle School
averaged 576 bicyclists to school
– an astonishing 70 percent of the
school. That’s up 22 percent over
their 2012 per-day average of 474.
Bay Middle School also had 634
bicyclists to school on Wednesday, May 8 (a whopping 77 percent of the school) – a new record

for the school and the challenge.
Bay High School averaged 123
bicyclists to school during the
first week, down 9 percent from
their 135-per-day average in 2012.
The award-winning youth
cycling program is also putting
Bay Village in the national news.
Bicycling magazine editor David
Howard visited Bay Village and
wrote the story, “The Land Where
Kids Ride.” The Atlantic Cities, a
division of The Atlantic Monthly
magazine, posted an article titled,
“How to Make Your Town Into a
Bike-to-School Mecca.”
Now in its sixth year in Bay

Village, the challenge runs until
May 24 at Bay Middle and High
Schools. The more they bike, the
more students can win great daily
prizes, and grand prizes from local
and national sponsors, including
two new Raleigh bicycles from
Century Cycles per school. Raleigh
Bicycles is also providing a $1,000
scholarship for a Bay senior,
$500 awards for each school that
exceeds its bicycling goal, and a
$1,000 grant to the City of Bay Village, in recognition of its support
of Bay Bike to School Challenge
and to help with a bicycling-related initiative in the city. 

Bay biking challenge has its rewards
by Kaia Atzberger, fifthgrader at Bay Middle School

B

ay students are taking
out their bikes for the
annual Bike to School
Challenge. It is a three-week
bike challenge to get kids out
and about on their bikes.
Each day they earn a stamp
if they biked, and on some days

they can earn extra for wearing
a helmet. Also on some days
they can earn a prize, including
Subway coupons, water bottles,
T-shirts and ice cream.
It started on Monday, May
6. Also, on the first day, a TV
news crew got footage of the
students to be put on the 6 p.m.
newscast. On the first day there
were already 544 bikers at the

middle school and others at
the high school not yet added
to this total.
The grand prizes are a new
bike, a season pass to Cedar
Point or a magazine subscription. I think this is a very fun
program. This program is a
great way to save the planet.
So even if you’re not in Bay
Village, or you’re not a student,

Photo by Ellie Bricmont

Students and staff arrive at Bay Middle School during Bike to School Challenge.

Director of Curriculum Char Shryock, right, with
BVEF trustee Jacquie Mayer.

SUPPORT THE OBSERVER
The Observer is distributed free throughout our
community and supported by the advertising of
civic-minded businesses and organizations.
You too can help support us by contacting Laura
at 440-477-3556 or laura@wbvobserver.com.

or both, have fun, save the
planet and bike. During this
program teachers give up their
morning preparation time to
help make sure the students
make it to school safely. They
do this by getting to school
early, and standing outside to
help guide the students to their
school.
Even though biking may
mean getting up a few minutes
earlier, it is really fun. I know
it’s harder getting up earlier –
it’s hard on me too – but once

you’re riding you are sure to
have fun. So if you aren’t biking
yet, grab a friend and bike with
them. I know that’s what I do
and its much more fun with a
friend around.
Also if you are biking with
a friend make sure you both
always know when, or if, you
are biking. This is important,
because you don’t want to be
late for school because of a misunderstanding. This has been
your Big Bay Event News from
a fifth-grader’s point of view. 

MULCH • TOPSOIL • STONE
bulk or bagged material

landscape supply supercenter!

5

$

10 10%

$

OFF OFF OFF

ANY PURCHASE
OF $50 OR
MORE
One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any
other discounts. Excludes delivery and tax. OB

ANY PURCHASE
OF $100 OR
MORE
One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any
other discounts. Excludes delivery and tax. OB

BAGGED MULCH
OR TOPSOIL
QUANTITY OF 10 BAGS OR MORE

One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any
other discounts. Excludes delivery and tax. OB

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE • 440-892-8080
www.EarthToYoulandscape.com

Greenhouse

established 1924

3984 Porter Road •Westlake

440-871-2050
www.deansgreenhouse.com

like us on facebook

PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2013 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

14 MAY 2013 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER 

5

Westlake garden club

by Regina McCarthy

O

n May 7, the Westlake Garden Club
sponsored a bus tour of Cleveland’s Cultural Gardens. Wonderfully organized by Ruth Bertrand, with
reservation assistance by Nancy Chopp, we
were accompanied by historian Rebecca
McFarland.
Located in Rockefeller Park, a 254-acre
expanse of land John D. Rockefeller donated
to the city in 1896, the first garden was created in 1916 as a tribute to William Shakespeare. Ten years later, the Hebrew Garden
became the first “culture” garden and the
Shakespeare Garden was renamed the
British Garden. Following the Depression,
the Works Progress Administration (WPA)
provided funding for 13 new gardens.
Currently there are 29 established gardens, with more in the planning stages.
Each garden displays its ethnic culture in
its own way. Some use interpretations of
architecture and garden design principles

from that country, while others contain
statues, busts and plaques honoring that
country’s poets, composers, philosophers, writers and artists.
Although our tour was a little early
for all spring clean‑up, and some of the
fountains were not yet turned on, we were
inspired by the gardens we visited among
the beautiful flowering trees. This was an
educational experience for me and made
me appreciate even more what can be
accomplished when people come together.
Of particular interest was what
appeared to be a relatively unremarkable
slope of grass and trees; but we learned
The Italian Cultural Garden features interpretations of that country’s architecture.
the soil underneath was brought to Cleveland from 40 separate countries and mixed return to do just that. Perhaps on July 21 for Tulips and irises were blooming outside,
together to symbolize a mutual under- “Opera in the Italian Garden” with Opera with ferns and exotic plants inside. Rockstanding across cultures. Another was Per Tutti, or the August 24‑25 “One World efeller Park includes two separate entries
a column shaft from the Roman Forum Day Festival.”
on the U.S. National Register of Historic
topped with a bust of the poet Virgil in the
Following lunch in Little Italy, we vis- Places: one for its architecturally historic
Italian Garden.
ited the historic Rockefeller Greenhouse, bridges, and one for its Cultural Gardens.
It would take hours, or even days, to established in 1905, situated on four acres I recommend taking the time to visit the
tour all the gardens and many of us will of land at the park’s northeast corner. only gardens of its kind in the world. 

Rudge earns Bay Village Historical Society scholarship
by Eric Eakin
ay High School senior
Elisabeth Rudge has been
selected to receive the
Bay Village Historical Society’s
$1,000 scholarship for 2013.
Rudge, the daughter of Antoinette and Scott, will be attending

B

Cleveland State University, where
she will be majoring in business and
marketing.
Rudge was active on the softball team and soccer team, participated in HUDDLE (a tutoring
program where younger Bay Village students are taught leadership

qualities), Rachel’s Challenge (an
anti-bullying program) and the Key
Club.
Rudge was selected by Bay
High School Social Studies Department teachers for her love of history.
“I love history and want to
travel to all the historic places in the

Better access to
world class emergency
and critical care.

world, like Germany, Italy, France,”
Rudge said. “I want to gain realworld experiences.”
Rudge will be honored at the
historical society’s potluck supper
May 16 and at the Kiwanis Academic Achievement Awards ceremony
May 28. 

Bay High School senior
Elisabeth Rudge

Saturday MBA
Open Houses

Opening June 2013
The Saturday MBA program is now registering for Fall
2013. The program is designed for working professionals
and can be completed in two years -- every other
Saturday – one course at a time.
Learn more at Open Houses:
Tuesday evening May 28th, 6:30 p.m. and
Wednesday evening May 29th, 6:30 p.m.

With a new, expanded facility, the Emergency Department
and Intensive Care Unit at Fairview Hospital will offer
a full range of adult and pediatric care, along with the
West Side’s only Level II Trauma Center. And thanks
to an improved, streamlined process, patients can also
expect reduced wait times.

Offering a quality education and convenient location,
at The University of Akron in Lakewood.

fairviewhospital.org/EDICU

To register for open houses
or information about classes,
call Nicole Lee at
216.221.1141
or lakewood.uakron.edu

The University of Akron

Lakewood

UA Lakewood is located on the first floor of the historic Bailey Building
at 14725 Detroit Ave. in the heart of Downtown Lakewood.

965-03 FAIR_ED-ICU 2013_OpenJune_4.625x7.5-99-2.indd 1
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Garden Club’s Cultural Gardens tour
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Summer fun at Bay Rec
by Sarah Gilbert

swing! Join Kris and staff for
another fun-filled summer on
Bay Rec Extended Hours the newly renovated Dover
We’ve extended our hour Center Tennis Courts! Youth and
summer hours: Saturdays, May adult summer tennis programs
4, 11, 18 and 25 and June 1 and begin June 10, with morning and
8 from 10 a.m.-noon.
evening classes being offered.

Pool Passes

Summer is just around
the corner! Beat the heat at the
Family Aquatic Center. Opening
Day is June 1! Don’t miss out on
the fun, get your pool pass today!

Teeball for Tots, Teeball
Age 5 and Sixers Coach
Pitch Age 6

Now is your chance to hit
a home run! This program will
help develop baseball strategy,
teamwork and sportsmanship.
Practice starts June 10.

Summer Tennis

Put a little sting in your

sters will encourage your child’s
imagination and creativity. All
skill levels welcome. Begins July 8.

Dog Obedience

Back by popular demand,
this six-week course teaches
you how to train your dog to
come, sit, stay and walk without
pulling. The class is structured
to help you, the owner. Dog
Baseball Skills Camp
must be at least eight weeks
Fine tune your baseball skills old and no older than six years.
with this three-day camp. Taught Summer session begins June 26.
by high school coaches and play- Family Fun Night
ers. Camp begins June 10.
Saturday, August 3, 7p.m.,
Itty Bitty Fun Camp
Cahoon Memorial Park
A camp designed for your
We have many more fun
three- and four-year-old. Bring programs this summer.
your child for a fun filled week of
Visit us online at www.
games, songs, stories and crafts! bayrec.org, call us 440-871-6755
First session starts June 17.
or visit us: Bay Village Recreation
Drawing for Kids Summer Dept., 400 Bryson Lane (just west
Camp
of City Hall). Office hours: weekBring your inner artist out days, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Saturthis summer! Fun themes like days, May 4, 11, 18 and 25, June
dinosaurs, butterflies, and mon- 1 and 8 from 10 a.m.-noon. 

Teacher promotes character
education in schools

L

ocal teacher Janet Vinciguerra is awarding scholarships to fellow teachers
again this year to attend a national
character education conference
in Washington, D.C., in October.
Last year’s recipients from Rocky
River, Avon Lake and Cuyahoga
Falls attended, gained strategies
and shared 10 “best ideas” with
their faculty.
Positive school cultures are
created by intention. Bullying and
social issues in our schools can
be turned around. This year Janet
joined efforts with the Character
Education Partnership to provide
the framework and success model
that results in schools where
respectful, responsible students
walk the halls.

Village Foundation Memorial Day Celebration
by Eileen Vernon

T

he Village Foundation will hold
its annual Memorial Day celebration immediately following the
Bay Village community Memorial Day
activities, at approximately 10:30 a.m.
on Monday, May 27, at Cahoon Park
on Lake Road. The event is chaired by
trustee Gary Heldt.
The Foundation’s 11th annual
Memorial Day Bronze Plaque celebration
will include the Bay High String Quartet
(featuring musicians Jackson Brothers,
Ashley DeYong, Gail Foster and Aubrey
Theobald), under the direction of Ms.

Carrie Singular, and a performance by
soloist tenor Troy Ayers II.
Local resident and meteorologist Jon
Loufman will serve as master of ceremonies. All friends and family are invited to
come to the tent at Cahoon Park lakeside.
This year’s honorees will be John L.
Yuhas and Lisa Huhndorf. Their names
have been engraved on bronze plaques
that will be placed on the T. Richard
Martin footbridge overlooking the lake
in Cahoon Memorial Park.
John Yuhas was a graduate of Lakewood High School and Ohio State University. He spent 31 years in the Berea
City School District as an elementary

physical education teacher. A longtime
resident of Bay, he worked many years
with the Bay Village Parks and Recreation
Department. Mr. Yuhas recently passed
away and is survived by his wife, four
children and 10 grandchildren.
Lisa Huhndorf graduated from Bay
High School and the University of Michigan. She earned her Master of Business
Administration degree from George
Washington University. She received
her pilot wings in 1992 at Williams Air
Force Base in Arizona. She attained the
title of Major in the Air Force. After she
left military service, she was employed
by Northwest Airlines until her untimely

Janet has 30 years of teaching experience with her master’s
degree in guidance and counseling from John Carroll University. She also offers workshops to
organizations, schools, churches,
libraries, and wellness programs
to help students rise to higher
levels of behavior with effective
attitudes to help them succeed.
Teachers who are interested
in applying for a scholarship to
attend the National Forum on
Character Education, Oct. 24-27,
in Washington, D.C., should visit
www.vinciconsulting.us.
A dinner party will be held
May 29 at Behind the Woods
Restaurant in Rocky River to raise
funds for the scholarships for
northeast Ohio teachers. 

death at the age of 37. Her parents have
dedicated this plaque in celebration of
her life and as a tribute to her memory.
The T. Richard Martin and the Village Foundation scholarships will be
announced. The Village Foundation will
also be honoring the seven local organizations that are receiving grants from the
Foundation in 2013.
“These volunteer organizations do
a wonderful job in making Bay Village
a better place to live and we are excited
about the opportunity to help them in
their efforts,” said Al Paulus, vice president and chair of the grants committee.
“We look forward to a wonderful day and
we welcome friends and family of all
those honored to attend this program.” 

A caring, supportive, homelike environment
O’Neill Management
Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

To reach any of our facilities, call

O’Neill Management

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing • Therapy & Rehabilitation
Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

R

ecognized as one of the finest
heath care centers in Northeast
Ohio, Bradley Bay Health Center
believes in providing the highest quality
of life to its residents in a caring,
supportive, homelike environment.
We encourage the involvement of
family and community, and active

participation in a progressive
rehabilitation plan. Each resident has
the luxury and dignity of a private
room in a specialized area of the
center, whether it beO’Neill
an assisted
living
Management
Locally
owned
and
managed
suite, short-term rehabilitation
room,
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving
seniorscare,
in the or
private nursing room,
hospice
West Shore area since 1962.
a vacation suite for respite care.
To reach any of our facilities, call

O’Neill Management

Locally owned and managed by the John O’Neill family,
serving seniors in the West Shore area since 1962.
To reach any of
our facilities, call

(440) 808-5500

Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

WBVO_BradleyBay_13-3-5

More
stories online at www.wbvobserver.com
To reach any of our facilities, call

Bay Village

Bradley Bay

O’Neill Management

To reach any of our facilities, call

Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

Bay Village

HEALTH CENTER

North Ridgeville

Village
An O’Neill Bay
Management
Facility

To reach any of our facilities, call

605 Bradley Road,Bay Village
(440) 871-3474
North Ridgeville
www.jtonm.net/bradleybay
Lakewood
Bay Village

North Ridgeville

North Ridgeville
Lakewood

Lakewood

North Olmsted

North Olmsted
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Food For Thought
by Jeff Bing

W

hen I was considerably
younger, my parents had a
favorite restaurant we visited
on a regular basis. Sure, we tried other
eating establishments from time to
time, but like the bird which flies south
for the winter, only to fly thousands of
miles back north to the very same tree
the next spring, we always gravitated
back to the same place eventually. (Feel
free to insert “family of bird-brains”
joke here).
For the record, the restaurant no
longer exists, but for all I know there
may still be relatives in the area, so in
the interest of not wanting to offend
anyone, nor possibly having my legs
broken, I shall defer to not mentioning
the name of the eatery in question. Just
for giggles and grins, let’s call it “The
Wigwam.”
There were many reasons we
enjoyed The Wigwam. For one thing,
the prices were affordable. My dad
didn’t bring home a particularly huge
paycheck, so reasonable pricing was
actually more of a prerequisite than an
option. They also had a pretty decent
kids menu. Now, I don’t remember
exactly what the cutoff age was for
the kids menu, but I do know that my
dad had instructed my brother and I
to speak in falsetto to keep us in the
discount range as long as possible.
And as I recall, the whole scam came
to a screeching halt when I had enough
facial hair that I could answer to the
name “Yoder.”
But that’s not why it all changed
for the worse at The Wigwam. You see,
for many years The Wigwam was family
owned and run by people my family
knew and trusted. Then, one day we
waltzed in for dinner and were told
by management that their family was
selling the restaurant to another family
– but not to worry – as the new family
had pledged to continue running The
Wigwam the very same way their predecessors did.
And that was indeed the case –

at least for a little while. Before long,
however, the portions started to get
smaller and the prices got pricier. The
new owner – Larry, I believe his name
was – would come around once in a
while and apologize for the portion size.
What also bothered us, however, was
the fact that he had let go of some of
our favorite waiters: guys named Cliff,
C.C. and Victor, to name a few.
The last straw was when my favorite
dish, prime rib, was replaced with something which tasted like anything but.
When I tried to complain to the maître
d’ – I think his name was Paul – he tried
to assure me that I was indeed eating
prime rib, but I swear it reminded me
more of something like a hot dog you’d
get at the ballpark. What are the odds?
Anyway, after a couple of more
unsatisfactory visits to The Wigwam,
we finally gave up and stopped going
there for dinner. Broke our hearts, as a
matter of fact, but we felt like we’d been
betrayed one too many times.
Then one year, we heard all kinds
of promos and advertisements about
how they were doing things differently,
how the product was much better, and
how much we’d enjoy our visit – if only
we just gave them a chance to prove it.
It made us wonder why, if they had
the best interests of the customers from
the start, they waited so long to get their
act together, and why the very same
people who let the business fall into
disarray – we heard the place was nearly
vacant most nights – simply assumed
folks would come flocking (note the
clever bird tie-in) back for finally doing
it the “right” way.
The sad thing is, it’s my understanding that the product WAS better,
and really WAS deserving of more attention, but the owners had done such a
thorough job of alienating their customers that by the time the customers
returned, the business had failed.
Good thing that kind of stuff
doesn’t happen today. 
Jeff welcomes all feedback and suggestions, pro or con, which may be sent to
editor@wbvobserver.com.

Cuyahoga County Public Library bay village branch

Songs of Bob Dylan at the
Bay Village Branch Library
by Joyce Sandy

E

njoy a concert of Dylan classics
on May 22 at 7 p.m. featuring
Cleveland’s acoustic duo “Muscle
and Bone.” Susan Weber and Walt Campbell meld their voices and instruments
with songs that span the decades of Bob
Dylan’s career.
Weber and Campbell had previously worked collaboratively in a rock
band for years, but a different path
led Campbell to New York City where
Weber called him one night to reunite
in Cleveland, but this time to play
Dylan’s music.
“This music is our national trea-
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sure,” says Campbell. “We are excited
to present Dylan’s work.” Weber’s
acoustic guitar, Campbell’s electric
bass and harmonica, along with their
tight vocal harmony and their innovative arrangements define their music.
Weber says, “These songs change
you. There’s a strength, a joy that
becomes part of you. We love that feeling, and so does our audience.”
Blending rich vocal harmonies,
“Muscle and Bone” interpret rather than
imitate. Please register by calling the Bay
Village Branch at 871-6392 or online at
cuyahogalibrary.org. This program is
rescheduled from an earlier date. 

BAYarts to construct new
ceramic studio
by Moira Beale

A

fter much anticipation and planning, construction will begin
this summer on the “Karen
Ryel Ceramic Studio” on BAYarts’
campus. With the blessing of Cleveland
Metroparks (BAYarts’ landlord), the
studio, named in memory of Karen Ryel,
ceramic artist and dear friend of BAYarts’ close-knit ceramics community, was
made possible by a gift from Gretchen
Colleran, Karen’s daughter, and her husband Brian.
The existing studio has been in the
basement of the historic Huntington
House for decades. Although there have

been electrical and equipment upgrades
in recent years, there is much room for
improvement both for safety and esthetic
issues. The new studio will be located
behind the Huntington House, west of the
Fuller House.
“Ceramic classes from pre-school to
advanced students are regularly sold out
because of space limitations,” said Erin
Stack, BAYarts’ education director. “This
new space opens up new programming
possibilities for our students!”
BAYarts has hired Vocon Architecture
and Design firm to develop the project.
Peter Winzig, BAYarts board president and
project manager of the Fuller House renovation, will oversee the project for BAYarts. 

league of women voters

Regionalization: good or bad?
by Conda Boyd

I

s regionalization a good thing or a bad
thing? Those who have been following the League of Women Voters (LWV)
forums on regionalization know that the
answer is, “It depends.” Regionalization
itself means different things to different
people, and the meaning can vary depending on the context.
In the first forum, featuring Cuyahoga
County’s Director of Regional Collaboration Ed Jerse and Cuyahoga County
District 2 Council member Dale Miller,
we learned that collaboration between
county and city governments can offer
unique opportunities for efficiencies and
can strengthen the entire region. Yet both
speakers agreed that merging political
entities is not a first choice: most local
communities want to preserve their identities, and mergers are so time-consuming
and expensive that the costs often outweigh the benefits.
The second forum featured Westlake
Mayor Dennis Clough, Lakewood Mayor
Mike Summers and Steve Presley, finance
officer for the Westshore Council of Governments (WCOG). We learned that collaboration between cities may be as formal
and complex as the Westshore Enforcement Bureau, which coordinates police
activities, or as simple as the six WCOG

cities sharing the cost and use of a tree
stump grinder. Yet not all WCOG members
join every project, and each speaker had a
unique response to what Cuyahoga County’s trend of outward migration means to
their cities and the region.
The immediate issue before the citizens of Bay Village, Westlake, Fairview Park
and Rocky River is the possible merger of
their four fire departments into one fire
district. If both county and city experts say
regionalization works in some contexts
but not others, how can citizens evaluate
whether the proposed fire district is a good
or bad idea?
From 2008-2010, the LWV-Cuyahoga
Area conducted an intensive study of
regionalization. Seven researchers, including outside counsel, conducted interviews,
digested reports and led member discussions. The Cuyahoga Area League adopted
the position to support “voluntary intergovernmental, collaborative agreements
which reduce costs, foster transparency
and accountability, improve efficiencies
and maintain service standards.”
These four criteria offer an excellent
yardstick by which to measure the fire district proposal.
The next LWV regionalization forum,
to be held at Fairview Park Branch Library
on June 19, 7 p.m., will focus on fire district
mergers. 

Handyman Services
• Painting
• Gutter Cleaning (most homes $70 - $75)
• Drywall, Plastering & Repair
• Minor Electrical/Plumbing
• Carpentry/Lattice Work
• Chimney Caps/Roof Repair
• Home Pressure Washing
• Tree Service/Pigeon Problems

• Garage Door Repair
• Broken Windows/Sash Cords
• Vinyl Replacement Windows
• Porch Repair/Steps/Hand Rails
• Bathroom/Kitchen Remodeling
• Tub Surrounds
• Vinyl Siding

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

8  WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 14 MAY 2013

WHS senior earns statewide Key Club award

H

anna Tegel, a senior at Westlake High School
who was Lt. Governor for Key Club from 20112013, has earned the Robert F. Lucas award at
the Ohio District Convention held in Columbus April
12-14. This award is given to outstanding Lt. Governors
that have gone above and beyond their call of duty and
had to fulfill 11 requirements.
The requirements included holding a division
trainer meeting for the officers of the clubs within the
division by November 15. Within the trainer the Lt.
Governor has to explain to the officers their position
responsibilities, how to improve relations with Kiwanis,
a major emphasis on programs and youth opportunities
fund. Other requirements include having at least 50
hours of service to their home, school and community.
Hanna held a car wash with her schools to raise

monies for the Chardon victims last fall; she raised
over $600 which went to the Healing Fund at the
high school. She also collected new art supplies and
craft items for Hope in the Hospital at Akron Children’s Hospital for the children in extended care.
As Lt. Governor they visit every club in their
division. Hanna had nine schools in her division
to visit. They should be current and active in
their committee work, hold at least five divisional
meetings, have officer information in by November, and must work to increase the number of
active clubs by either chartering a new club or
reactivating suspended clubs.
Hanna Tegel in Columbus with her parents, Carl and
Hanna visited St. Edward High School in Cheryl Tegel.
Lakewood in hopes they would reactivate. They
also have to publish 10 newsletters to their division. officer position and continue to serve her home, school
Hanna will continue on to Circle K which is a college and community as she attends Thiel College in Pennsylbranch of Kiwanis with the aspirations of running for an vania to study international politics/ political science. 

Cancer researchers seek local
participants for national study
by Tom Jelepis

A

s it celebrates its 100th birthday, The American Cancer
Society is looking for residents of our community to help
continue the fight against cancer by reaching full enrollment in a historic research study currently taking place. While
tremendous progress continues to be made, the effort to eradicate
this disease has never been greater.
Cancer Prevention Study-3 (CPS-3) will give scientists a better
understanding of cancer causes and prevention. The Society is
looking for local men and women between the ages of 30 and
65 who have never been diagnosed with cancer to help reach a
national enrollment goal of at least 300,000.
As a cancer survivor and co-founder of Friends From The Start
Foundation, a web-based provider of information and services for
individuals and families who have been touched by cancer, I am
proud to be a local spokesperson for this incredibly important
initiative. Everyone that participates will be literally helping to save
lives, giving future generations more celebrations, more memories,
more time and more hope. The importance of your involvement
cannot be overstated.
Those who choose to enroll will be asked to fill out a comprehensive survey packet about health history, provide a small blood
sample (to be collected by trained phlebotomists) and provide a
waist measure. It only takes 20 minutes. Participants will periodically be sent a follow-up questionnaire for the next 20 to 30 years.
Enrollment for the American Cancer Society’s third Cancer
Prevention Study will be taking place in Westlake at St. John Medical
Center on June 4 and June 6. On June 15, an enrollment will take
place at MetroHealth System as well. All details on the locations and
times of enrollment can be found by visiting www.ClevelandCPS3.
org. Register for your appointments today – limited walk-ins will
be available.
Together, we can make a difference!. 

VIRUS REMOVAL
WEB DESIGN

PROM 			
continued from front page

The Cantina featured Latin music
by an acoustic guitar player, a nacho
bar and non-alcoholic margaritas.
Those feeling lucky could visit the
Minute-to-Win-It booth or the 777
Casino to try their luck with blackjack,
poker or craps while winning “Martin
Money” (play money emblazoned with
their principal’s photo). All of their
winnings could be spent on thousands
of donated prizes.
The 2013 Lounge featured an X-Box
area with Rock Band Live and other rockinspired video games. The L.A. Ink area
featured a place for the seniors to relax Santana’s Cantina was a resting spot for tired party
with a chair massage, a henna tattoo or goers, from left, Stephanie Killian, Sara White,
a new rock-inspired hair style, or they Anisha Venkataraman and Anisha’s date from
another school.
could get a professionally airbrushed
tattoo or have their caricature drawn by a professional artist. For those with a knack for rock ‘n’ roll
trivia, the Cash Limo was the perfect place, complete with a golf cart transformed into a limo and decked
out with fur, leather, flashing lights and
sparkling non-alcoholic champagne for
the winning toast.
The main stage featured local rock
band “Jukebox Heroes” jamming rock
tunes all night and then a show by professional card thrower/magician Rick Smith
Jr. Throughout the night the halls were
filled with parents doing their best rock
star look-a-like impersonations.
All in all it was an amazing party
for a group of hard working seniors who
deserved every bit of fun they encountered as they walked the halls that evening.
Bay High seniors, from left, Colleen Rodman, Jack
Congratulations to the Bay High Class of
Sullivan, Rannie Dong and Christina McGovern
2013. 
enjoyed a well-deserved celebration.

COMPUTER REPAIR
IT SUPPORT

PHOTOs BY Heidi Langer

by Cheryl Tegel

Free...Your Choice!

Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Limit 2 per family

26056 Center Ridge Rd, Suite B, Westlake, OH 44145

Tel: 440.871.9300

Web: www.compu360.com

Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 11am-6pm; Sat: 11am-5pm; Sun: Closed

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies
Welcome!

We Make House Calls

Setup
New Computer,
Printer & Router

$80
(Valid Thru 6/30/13)

FREE

Virus Removal

$20 Off

Small Business
Website
starting as low as

PC Checkup

Any Service
(This offer cannot be combined with
any other offer. Valid Thru 6/30/13)

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

$59
$599

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com
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The Bridge

West Shore Chamber of Commerce

Chamber of Commerce presents
Student Achievement Award

by Audrey Ray

T

by Andrew Mangels

Photo by Denny Wendell

T

he West Shore Chamber of Commerce
Education Committee presented the annual
Student Achievement
Award to Jaclyn Maat at the
May 7 Chamber luncheon.
Jaclyn is an employee of
the Westlake Recreation
Center, where she has
worked since shortly before
graduating from Westlake
High School in 2011. The
award is given to recognize
West Shore Chamber business members and their
student employees or volunteers that show an exemplary work ethic.
Jaclyn is a full-time
student at Cleveland State,
plays volleyball for the CSU
West Shore Chamber of Commerce education chairman
club team and still finds Andrew Mangels presents Jaclyn Maat with the 2013 Student
time to work at the Rec Achievement Award at the May 7 chamber luncheon.
Center on evenings and
weekends. She works year round in the child sor Rachel O’Malley who stated that Jaclyn
care room, staffs the monthly “parent night “always has a smile on her face and is the kind
out” program, serves as a summer day camp of employee that everyone wishes they can
counselor and helps out with keeping score duplicate.”
for the youth baseball program.
The award came with a $50 gift card courJaclyn was nominated by her supervi- tesy of First Federal of Lakewood in Westlake. 

here is a bridge that crosses
over the First River in Stellenbosch, South Africa. I
can see it from my house. People
walk and drive over it everyday,
going to their jobs, going out to
eat or going home. But under the
bridge, there are people who don’t
have anywhere to go. They are
homeless. They are hungry. They
live there.
I have met so many people
who are homeless. One person I
met is Martin. He had open sores
all over his hands and arms and was
very, very skinny. His face looked
sad, sweaty and tired. He told my
mom that he had AIDS and was in
so much pain. He asked for money
because he needed treatment. My
mom doesn’t normally give money,
just food, but Martin started crying
and said that he was dying.
My mom asked him how much
he needed. He said 200 rand ($20)
for transportation and treatment.
My mom gave him the money
because you could see his pain.
The next time we saw Martin, his
sores had healed and he thanked
us profusely. He told my mom he
loved her. That time we didn’t give
him money, but we gave him food.
Another person I met was a boy
who is only a year older than I. His
name is Donovan. Donovan looked
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so skinny, tired and dirty. He asked
us for something to eat. He begged
and said, “Please, I’m so hungry.”
It’s not fair that someone who is 12
has to beg for food by himself. I will
never forget the smile on his face
when we gave him food.
The South Africans we know
say that the need is so great that it
is not possible to help every person
they meet. I wish the government
would put more money into food
and housing programs, and create
more jobs too for their citizens.
South Africa has soup kitchens
or homeless shelters but because
of apartheid there are many poor
people. People have to beg. It’s so
hard to walk around in town and
see the people in need everywhere.
I wish they had more soup kitchens
and shelters here because lots of
people need help.
I know there are homeless
people that live in the United States
too. When I get home I want to try
and get involved in helping people
in need.
I believe that everyone should
have a right to food, shelter and
other basic needs. South Africa’s
constitution has those rights but
lots of people don’t have those
things. It’s really unfair that people
should have to suffer because they
don’t have jobs or money to get
what they need. What did they do
to deserve to live this way? 
Audrey Ray is a fifth-grader at Bay
Middle School currently living abroad
in South Africa.

Resale Done Right

Spring
into
Style!
WE PAY
CASH F
O
CLOTHE R
S!

• Quality education and affordable tuition (less than $100 per
credit hour for Cuyahoga County residents)
®

Resale Done Right

Some of the brands we buy from Wyou:
EP
CASH FAY
ann taylor
express
limited
Now
Buying
OR
CLOTkors
banana republic
gap
michael
HES!
Spring! motherhood
chico’s
guess
coach
crew
nordstrom
Some of the brands we j.buy
from you:
eddie
bauer
jones
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york
nordstrom
coldwater creek
jones of new york
talbots
express
lane bryant
talbots
eddie bauergap
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bryant
vera
bradley
limited
vera bradley

ann taylor
banana republic
chico’s
coach
coldwater creek

guess
j. crew

michael kors
motherhood

Be Frugal, Look Fabulous

Be Frugal Look Fabulous!

25373 Lorain Rd. N. OLMSTED 440-617-6013
6145 Mayfield Rd. MAYFIELD HTS. 440-646-9640
15143 Pearl Rd. STRONGSVILLE 440-238-8300
M-F 10am-9pm • Sat 10am-7pm • Sun 12pm-6pm
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Cuyahoga Community College
Westshore Campus: The Smart Choice

For ALL women,
sizes 0 to 26,
and maternity

Notes:

__________________
Apprvd:______________

• Transfer opportunities for students interested in business, liberal
arts, sciences, IT and engineering
• STEM focus includes several degree-to-job opportunities in
nursing, polysomnography, medical assisting, emergency
medical technology and state tested nursing assistant
#1 in the nation

#3 in the nation

More than 25

for associate degrees
conferred in health
professions and related
programs among
two year colleges

for associate
degrees conferred
in nursing
among two
year colleges

percent of all
Tri-C students are
focusing in health
career-related
studies

Summer classes begin May 28, 2013
Westshore Campus | 31001 Clemens Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145

1-866-933-5183

|

www.tri-c.edu/westshore
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Westlake porter Public Library

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
by Elaine Willis

Friday, May 17 (10-10:45 a.m.)
Come Play With Me! – Open play-

imagination to the club! All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registration begins one
week before each session.

Wednesday, May 15 (10:15-10:45 time with age-appropriate toys, songs
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing and rhymes. For children ages 2-5 with
and Dance! – Join us for a fun session a caring adult. Registration begins one Monday, May 20 (4-6 p.m.) Teen
of singing and dancing for children ages week before each program.
Lounge – Need a place to hang out after
2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so
please arrive early enough to receive a
ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, May 15 (5-6 p.m.)
Tween Book Club – Read a really
good book recently? Looking for suggestions? Then join us for lively discussions
about good books, audio, apps and more.
Snacks provided! Grades 5-8. Please register starting May 8.

Wednesday, May 15 (6:30-8:45
p.m.) Cuyahoga West Genealogical Society – “Researcher
Beware: Internet Sources Aren’t Always
What You Think,” presented by Margaret
Cheney, vice president, Ohio Genealogical Society.

school? Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge on

Saturday, May 25 (2:30-3:30 p.m.)
Brick Builders Club – Love those
LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas and
imagination to the club! All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registration begins one
week before each session.

Friday, May 17 (1:30-2:30 p.m.) Monday afternoons! We’ve got computKids in Motion Sensory Time – ers, video games, board games, snacks

Saturday, May 25 (3:45-5:15
p.m.) Wii-stravaganza! – Join us

Join us for stories, activities, music and
more! Program consists of a 30-minute
storytime followed by a 30-minute
social-sharing time for the group.
No registration required. Program is
designed to engage children with autism
or other special needs/sensory challenges. Each child must have an adult
caregiver.

for games, tournaments, snacks and
fun! Grades 6-12. Please register starting May 18.

Saturday, May 18 (10-10:30 p.m.)
Your Favorite Book Characters’ Storytime! – Come listen to

and more! Meets only when Westlake
Schools are in session. Registration not
necessary.

Monday, May 20 (7-8:30 p.m.) Sunday, May 26 and Monday,
Monday Night Movie – An elderly May 27 – Memorial Day – Library
thief is given a robot to help him with his Closed
daily life but soon realizes that the robot
could also help him resume his life of
crime. Rated PG-13. Please register.

Tuesday, May 28 (1-7 p.m.) American Red Cross Bloodmobile

Wednesday, May 22 (10:15-10:45 Wednesday, May 29 (10:15-10:45
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing
stories about your favorite book char- and Dance! – Join us for a fun session and Dance! – Join us for a fun session
acters, like Dora the Explorer, Pete the
Cat, Scooby-Doo and more. Fun for the
whole family!

of singing and dancing for children ages
2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so
please arrive early enough to receive a
ticket at the Preschool Desk.

of singing and dancing for children ages
2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so
please arrive early enough to receive a
ticket at the Preschool Desk.

necessary. Meets in front of the Youth
Services Desk.

Girl” by Gillian Flynn.

the Cuyahoga Board of Developmental
Disabilities will lead this playgroup for
children 6 years and younger (siblings
welcome). Parents will learn how to help
their children play and interact with
peers through modeling techniques.
Children do not need a formal diagnosis to attend. Caregiver must stay in the
room. Please register at connectingforkids.org.

Wednesday, May 15 (7-8:30
p.m.) Introduction to Finding Saturday, May 18 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.)
Funders – Learn how to use Founda- Crafts A Go-Go! – Come on in and Wednesday, May 22 (2 p.m.) Friday, May 31 (11:30 a.m.-12:30
tion Directory Online to find funders make a craft! We provide the supplies, Wednesday Afternoon Book p.m.) Connecting for Kids
for your nonprofit organization. Please you provide the creativity. No registration Discussion – May’s selection is “Gone “Teach Me to Play” – Experts from
register.

To register for any of the programs,
please call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080.

Thursday, May 16 (5-6 p.m.) Teen
Book Discussion – Read a really
good book recently? Looking for suggestions? Then join us for a snack and
a lively discussions about books, audio,
apps and more. Grades 9-12. Please register starting May 9.

Saturday, May 18 (1-3 p.m.) Billy
Yank: A Soldier’s Experience
of the Civil War – Mark Holbrook
brings to life Billy Yank, a typical Civil War
soldier in the regular army. He’ll explain
what life was like in camp, on the march
and in battle. Please register.

Saturday, May 18 (2:30-3:30 p.m.)
Brick Builders Club – Love those
LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas and

Friday, May 24 (10 a.m.-noon)
Porter’s Fiber Fanatics – Socialize, share, and solve problems while you
work on your current project.

Saturday, May 25 (10:30-11:30
a.m.) Pokemon League – Bring your
cards and accessories for a fun morning
of play, drawing or coloring your favorite characters! For kids ages 7-10 only.
Please, no younger siblings. Registration
begins May 18.

To register for any of the programs,
please call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

readers’ opinions

Remembering Emma
Her death notice would have
caught my eye even if I had not known
Emma Meluch. After noting her age
(94) and her surviving family, the May
1 notice said she was “instrumental in
the passage of two Westlake Charter
Amendments.”
I first met Emma when I moved to
Westlake 18 years ago and transferred my
League of Women Voters membership to
the chapter here to which she belonged.
Right away I learned that Emma was an
astute person, well informed on what
was happening or about to happen in
city government. I lost touch with Emma
when she was no longer able to attend
League meetings, so I missed my chance
to let her know personally that she was
inspiring to me. But it is not too late to
take notice of Emma’s legacy to good
government by telling a little of her story.
The two charter amendments
linked to Emma’s attentiveness have
been extremely important through the
years to the way things work in Westlake, and will continue to be so beyond
many of our lifetimes. One amendment
incorporated features of the “Sunshine
Law” into the Westlake City Charter that

are stronger and more precise than state
law. The other charter provision championed by Emma requires voters to
approve any proposal to develop more
than 30 acres of land in Westlake.
“She was quite a passionate lady,”
commented Westlake Councilman
James Connole as he acknowledged
Emma’s death at the May 2, 2013, Westlake City Council meeting.
“She was one of the brightest
people I have ever met,” added Council
President Michael Killeen. “We didn’t
always agree, but she did have an effect
on the city – no question about it—and
in the end everyone is better for it. We
will miss her.”
Mayor Dennis Clough stated
that Emma’s efforts were “one of the
reasons we have Crocker Park today.
She surely will be missed. Her best
interests were always for the city of
Westlake and we listened.”
Denise Rosenbaum, Clerk of Westlake Council, remembered making
Council meeting packets especially
for Emma for quite a long period.
Everyone knew that Emma would be
attending the meetings and asking for

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

the materials anyway.
Westlake’s Assistant Director of
Planning Will Krause pointed me to the
charter amendment that was Emma’s
pride and joy. It is Article IV, Section 13,
titled “Rights Retained by the People,”
and has been amended only slightly
since its passage in May 1984, by a vote
of 5,318 “yes” and 1,297 “no” votes.
It had taken more than three years
for Emma’s charter campaign idea to
bear fruit. Although she had convinced
the Westlake Homeowners Association
and the League of Women Voters of the
wisdom of these changes, city officials
at the time were adamantly opposed.
Then-Mayor Ted Busch was quoted in
the Elyria Chronicle-Telegram on March
6, 1981, as stating that the proposed
rezoning amendment would “bring
government to a halt.”
Improving government transparency and increasing voters’ say on zoning
decisions were just a few of the items on
Emma’s list. Fellow League members
remember her leading discussions on
retention basins and related water issues,
among other local, state and national
topics. Emma Meluch’s abiding attention
to our city’s progress was remarkable.
– Janice Patterson, Westlake

Sandy’s Storm
Well, it’s been about six months
since Sandy visited us. Rain, wind,
downed trees, power outages and no heat
or T.V. were what Sandy brought to town.
With only an electric stove, I had no hot
food. Dry cereal, cold canned food, what
a treat. The stores were closed, the power
lines were down, so what’s a guy to do?
Mixing powdered milk with cold water
on dry cereal started to taste pretty good
after awhile.
Lighting my apartment was a problem, too. Flashlights need batteries and
batteries don’t last forever. I have a battery-operated scooter with a headlight.
Voila! The two 12-volt batteries lasted for
the duration of the storm. Sometimes
you just have to get creative.
Warm clothes and extra blankets
kept me warm night and day. Dinner
preparation consisted of using my handheld can opener to open cans. Paper
plates and plastic cups came in handy. I
am still buying extra batteries and extra
paper products. I’ll be prepared when
Sandy’s sister comes to town next winter.
Enjoy the warm weather while you can.
Isn’t it great?
– Bruce Leigh, Bay Village
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677 Dover Center Road
Westlake Ohio, 44145

11

12701 Prospect Road
Strongsville Ohio, 44149

(North of Detroit Road at the RR Tracks)

(Corner of Westwood at the RR Tracks)

(440) 871-1500

(440) 238-1600

Mon-Sat: 7am-8pm • Sun: 10am-6pm

www.landmarklawnandgarden.com

ORDER ONLINE at www.landmarkmulch.com
QUALITY BULK MATERIALS

Delivery or Pickup 7 Days a Week
BULK TOPSOIL - PRICED PER YARD BULK STONE &
Organic Topsoil.......................$33.99 yd
GRAVEL - (1 yard = 1¼ ton)
Screened Topsoil ....................$30.99 yd

BULK MULCH - PRICED PER YARD

Sweet Peet Organic Mulch & Soil Conditioner ..........$42.99 yd
Brown Hardwood Mulch .........................................$31.99 yd
Brown Bark Mulch ..................................................$35.99 yd
Double Shredded Dyed Mulch (black,brown) ...........$36.99 yd
Double Shredded Dyed Mulch (red) .........................$37.99 yd
Triple Shredded Color Bark Mulch (black & brown) ...$47.99 yd

#34 River Rock .................... $46.99 yd
#57 River Rock .................... $45.99 yd
#411 Limestone .................. $37.99 yd
#10 Limestone Screenings ... $35.99 yd
#57 Limestone .................... $39.99 yd
Concrete Sand .................... $36.99 yd
Mason Sand ........................ $39.99 yd

$10.00 Off
LOCAL DELIVERY Of
3 YARDS OR MORE
Offer good with
coupon.
Expires 5/31/13.

GO GREEN WITH LANDMARK
BAGGED SWEET PEET
Buy 4 Bags, Get 5th Bag

fREE

$8.99 VALUE, offer
good thru 5/31/2013,
retail sales only

Apply TM AG to get the
Organisms and Microbes to start
working in the soil

• Root system will start to expand.
Longer root systems = healthier
lawns and plants.
• Grass will start to choke out the weeds, breaking them down
for natural food.
• Plants/Grass will put more sugars back into the ground,
killing more insects as it turns to alcohol inside their system,
acting as a natural insecticide.
• Promotes loose, aerated soil
• Improves water absorption and organic matter content
• Reduces the need for synthetic fertilizers in future years
• Environment, Child & Pet Friendly

BONIDE WEED BEATER
GREENVIEW
GRANULAR WEED CONTROL WEED & fEED

$3.00 OFF
5,000 sq ft bag
was $28.99

With Coupon. Offer Good through 5/31/13
Retail Sales Only. While Supplies Last.

TREfLAN 5G
PRE-EMERGENT WEED
CONTROL 40#

2x Stronger Than Preen

$5.00 OFF

With Coupon. Offer Good through 5/31/13
Retail Sales Only. While Supplies Last.

5,000 sq ft bag
(was $21.99)
15,000 sq ft bag
(was $45.99)

$17.99
$39.99

With Coupon. Offer Good through 5/31/13
Retail Sales Only. While Supplies Last.

fREELAND ORGANIC
POTTING SOIL
Contains RootBooster

$499 .75 cu ft

Was $7.99. Offer good thru 5/31/2013,
retail sales only. While supplies last.

BUY 2 GET 1 fREE - HOT BUY!

GOOD NATURE
“EARTH TURf”
ORGANIC
fERTILIzER

$5.00 OFF 5,000 sq ft bag
With Coupon. Offer Good through 5/31/13
Retail Sales Only. While Supplies Last.

MILORGANITE ORGANIC
fERTILIzER,
NON-BURNING

$2.00
OFF
was $13.99

With Coupon. Offer Good through 5/31/13
Retail Sales Only. While Supplies Last.

ROUND UP QUICK PRO DELUxE SUN/SHADE GREENVIEW STARTER
WEED KILLER 5/PACK
GRASS SEED MIx
fERTILIzER
Makes 5 Gallons, 3x Stronger
5,000 sq ft bag
than other National Brand
$2.19 per lb.
$19.99 (was $25.99)
Weed Killers

$5.00 OFF

With Coupon. Offer Good through 5/31/13
Retail Sales Only. While Supplies Last.

was $3.99

With Coupon. Offer Good through 5/31/13
Retail Sales Only. While Supplies Last.

15,000 sq ft bag
(was $55.99)

$49.99

With Coupon. Offer Good through 5/31/13
Retail Sales Only. While Supplies Last.
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Summer Camps, Activities, & Programs

Ready to Start
Planning for
Summer Fun?

A Lifetime of Art
begins here

campART

Join Lake Ridge Academy
for our Summer Program from
June 10 - July 19, 2013

register online www.bayarts.net

Lake Ridge Academy
offers stimulating classes
in Academics, Arts, and
Athletics for ALL area
students, Kindergarten
through grade 12.

Summer Day Camp
register on -line

Daily Activities, Swimming,
Parkside Preschool
Vacation Bible School
www.bayarts.net
and
Child Care Center For info visit www.westlakenaz.org

June 10 - August 16

$150 Full-time • $115 Part-time
$30 Weekly Activity Fee
Completed Grades K-6

To place an ad for your summer camps or
programs, contact Laura at 440-477-3556
or email laura@wbvobserver.com.

Some offerings include:
• Ichthyology and Fishing

(Corner of Hilliard and Clague)

• Writers’ Workshop

440-333-6643

• Discovery Camps

Bring this ad in and get a
$5 per week discount

• Video Production
• Archery
• CAVS Basketball

PLEASE PROOFREAD

• Tennis

Ad artwork ©2013 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

• Modern Manners for Students
• Drum Circle
• Outdoor Entomology
• Rocketry
• and much more...

2013 Summer Camp

Busing options with central drop
off and pick up points are available in
Westlake and Strongsville.

June 10 - August 2

Flexible Scheduling and Extended Care Available

Preschool Ages 3-4

To view a full summer program catalog,
visit our website at:
www.lakeridgeacademy.org

Kindergarten Prep

Developmental, Literacy-Rich Curriculum

Grades 1-6

For a campus tour or
more information on
the Summer Program
call 440-327-1175.

Lego Camp, Filmmaking, Programming, Arts & Crafts,
American Girl Camp, Project Runway, Comic Books and much more...

They think it’s all about fun but we know better!
www.pembrokekids.com
Youth_Dance_Camp 1 5/13/2013 1:51:18 PM

32900 Pin Oak Pkwy

Avon Lake, OH

The West Side’s
Premier K-12
Independent School

(440)933.3782

SUMMER
CAMPS
Preschool, School-Age & Family

PRESENTS

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

SUMMER DANCE CAMP
June 17th- August. 9th, 2013

SIGN UP
FOR A
E
UNIVERS
!
OF FUN

Starz Ballroom is starting an 8 week Dance Camp
designed for Youths (ages 8-12 & 13-17) to learn the
basics of Latin & Ballroom Dancing, as well as posture,
poise and dance ettiquette.

25016 Center Ridge Rd. Westlake, OH
More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

www.lensc.org/
education/camps/
Camps.aspx

28728 Wolf Road • Bay Village, OH 44140
OPEN DAILY: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
440-871-2900 | www.lensc.org
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Village Bicycle Cooperative opens new work
space in Bay Village Community House

13

Percussionist shares behind-thescenes view of Cleveland Orchestra

T

Photos by DENNY WENDELL

Photo by Marge widmar

he nonprofit Village Bicycle Cooperative kicked
off the warm weather biking season with the
opening of its new workshop space in the Bay
Village Community House on Saturday, May 4.
The new space enables the nonprofit to provide a great new area for volunteers to repair and
upgrade donated bicycles for resale at affordable
prices. People are welcome to stop in to have their
bicycles’ safety checked, volunteer, obtain assistance
with their own bicycle repairs or purchase bicycles.
Besides repairing bikes, Village Bicycle has
plans to offer safe biking education programs and
encourage the use of bicycles throughout the community with planned events. The workshop will be
The new work space for Village Bicycle Cooperative
open at various times during the week. For a schedis on the ground floor of the Community House.
ule of shop hours, or to learn how to become active
in the cooperative, visit the Village Bicycle’s website at www.villagebicycle.org. 

Bob Piccirilli, Carl Gonzalez, Brad Robinson and Jules Rewald work on bikes in the new workshop.

Richard Weiner, retired principal percussionist for
the Cleveland Orchestra, engaged an audience
at Westlake Porter Public Library on May 9 with
tales from his 48 years as a member of the worldrenowned orchestra. The discussion, sponsored
by the Westlake-Westshore Arts Council, was
met with rave reviews from those in attendance,
including Sharon Huelsman, who commented:
“Mr. Weiner was articulate, engaging and witty.
I thoroughly enjoyed his presentation and could
have listened to him all evening. The stories he
shared about his experiences with the various
Cleveland Orchestra directors were delightful
and entertaining!”

2013 R
ib Roc
kin’

CookOff!
> See
details
on back
.

Sat. J
une 8
> 5-1
1 PM <
0515_VinciConsult_EatCookLoveLaugh2x6_2

5/10/2013

EAT COOK LOVE
LAUGH

Italian Dinner Party II

EAT

Enjoy a fabulous dinner and your takehome collection of Italian Signature
Recipes

COOK

Step-by-step cooking tips are revealed by
Chef Jim – James Dominic’s Restaurant
Chef Chad – The Woods Restaurant
Chef Cheech – Lou’s Sausage Co.

LOVE

Scholarship Fundraiser for qualifying
teachers to attend the National Forum on
Character education. Teacher Application
@ www.VINCIconsulting.us

LAUGH

Vegas Style Musical
Show with Dom & Russ

When
Where

Wednesday, May 29, 2013
Behind the Woods,
21919 Center Ridge, Rocky River OH
Time 6:30 p.m.
Tickets $50
Deadline: May 22
Your
Checks to: VINCI Educational Consulting
payment
is your
8 Bears Run, Rocky River
reservation
44116 440-356-8055
Reservations and Teacher Scholarship Application
www.VINCIconsulting.us

5:44 PM

The Confident
Choice For
In-Home
Care.

Providing quality, affordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com
28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake

440-250-9733

Sponsore
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For Tickets, info, or to enter the Cook-Off or Salad Contest,
Call: John Underation: 330-607-2477 Thank you for supporting
or go to: www.bsbp.org <<<<<<< your local Skate Park!

To Donate Raffle Items, Call:
Lawrence Kuh: 440-829-2243
Proceeds benefit BSBP Student Scholarship & park upkeep.

Rib Cook-Off Entry Fee: $100 per team – includes:
• 1-1/2 cases (18 slabs) of ribs. To be picked up at 4 p.m., Friday, June 7
• Tents, tables, paper products and cutlery
• 2 dinner tickets and 6 drink tickets • 2 BSBP T-shirts
Each Rib Cook-Off team is responsible for:
• Having all ribs ready for judging by 6:30 p.m., Saturday June 8
• Their own grill and fuels, and all seasonings and sauces
• Set up as early as 12 p.m. on Saturday at Bay Lodge
CASH PRIZES for the Top Three Teams! 1ST PLACE - $500, 2ND - $250, 3RD- $100
NEW! Summer Salad Contest: No Entry Fee! Best Summer Salad Cash Winner - $100

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Belvedere of Westlake’s
unique living arrangement
goes national

Photo by Steve Novak

T

he Belvedere of Westlake garnered
national media attention in 2009 by
becoming the first assisted living
facility in the U.S. to serve as the summer
home for a minor league baseball player
when it hosted Lake Erie Crushers pitcher
Josh Faiola – and has hosted a player every
summer since. The most recent chapter
in the story of this unique arrangement
finds the intergenerational living movement propelled to the national stage with
a suburban Washington, D.C., retirement
community now housing two Washington
Spirit soccer players.
Olympic Bronze Medalist Diane
Matheson and teammate Robyn Gayle
recently moved into an 1,800-square-foot
suite at the Ingleside at King Farm retirement community after Steve Gurney, a
seniors’ advocate, blogger and publisher
of “Sourcebook: Guide to Retirement
Living,” pitched the idea to Ingleside’s
executive director by showing her ESPN’s
2009 feature on Josh Faiola and The Bel-

vedere of Westlake… and she was
hooked.
Gurney then invited The Belvedere’s owner/operator Cindy
Griffiths-Novak and Faiola to be
keynote speakers at his organization’s annual “Big Event for SeniorServing Professionals” on April
18. Their message of bridging the
generations by finding common
ground between seniors and
young people through baseball
resonated with the 300 health care
professionals gathered at Nation- Pictured at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., are: Diane Matheson, Cindy
als Park, home of MLB’s Washing- Griffiths-Novak, Josh Faiola, Robyn Gayle, Steve Lahn of Ingelside at King Farm
ton Nationals, for the networking and Steve Gurney.
and education luncheon.
Matheson and Gayle also attended the erational living movement, it is her pas- hired in January as the second manager
“Big Event,” sharing how much their lives sionate belief that a bond can be created in Crushers history, is looking forward to
have already been enriched through their between young and old through baseball, his unique living experience.
daily interactions with their new neighbors. soccer or any sport.
“I’m an early riser, so I will enjoy interWith three other Westlake-area
And when the Lake Erie Crushers’ acting with my new neighbors over that
senior care facilities already hosting minor league baseball season kicks off first cup of coffee in the morning,” shared
players, and now Ingleside in Washing- on May 17, their new field manager, Jeff Isom. He was impressed with The Belvedere
ton, D.C., Griffiths-Novak is extremely Isom, will make his off-field home at The after his first visit shortly after being named
encouraged. As a pioneer of the intergen- Belvedere of Westlake. Isom, who was manager. 

Clague Playhouse’s 85th season
celebrates ‘Black Tie’
by Mary Levtzow

O

n Friday, May 3, Clague Playhouse held its Opening Night
performance and reception for
A. R. Guerney’s “Black Tie” directed by
Douglas Farren. The outstanding sensitivity and social comedy concerning
events that could happen on the night
of one’s wedding rehearsal will touch
each theater patron’s heart and memory
chords on whatever can go wrong will.
The set is phenomenal for a quaint
upstate New York resort hotel. One must
call for tickets now before this opportunity to laugh and reminisce over wonderful events ends on Sunday, May 26.
Peter Toomey as Curtis, the father of
the groom, epitomizes the generational
contact between his unique father full
of fatherly, perhaps archaic, advice
acted by Lou Will and his sensational

son, Teddy, acted by Bobby Coyne.
Curtis’ wife and Teddy’s mother, Mimi,
portrayed by Donna Case, is so sincere
and beautiful at trying to bridge the
possible generation gap. Enthusiastic
Elsie, Teddy’s sister and the daughter of
Mimi and Curtis, provides updates that
fill the audience in as she is dynamically
characterized by Debbie Lenarz. Director Doug Farren did an outstanding job
in casting by selecting actors that could
emphasize all the foibles and tensions
that can build up before a wedding as
two different unique individuals express
their desire to become one. “Black Tie”
had its world premiere in 2011 in an offBroadway theater in New York City.
The Westlake Historical Society provided two wonderful cakes celebrating
the 85th season of excellent theatrical
performances at Clague Playhouse. Lysa
Stanton and David Pfister, the present

Mr. and Mrs. Westlake,
presented and served
this wonderful cake
tribute at the Opening
Night Reception.
Clague
P l a yhouse lobby gallery
artists for “Black Tie”
are members of the
Lakewood Art League,
who provided beautiful and amazing art
works of oils, watercolors, acrylics, mixed
media, pastels and “Black Tie” director Douglas Farren and wife Gloria
print for showcase in greeted Clague Playhouse patrons at the Opening
the Clague Playhouse Night Reception on May 3.
Gallery during the production run.
students, and for this season a special
Tickets for “Black Tie” may be pur- $10 Saturday rate is offered for students
chased during box office hours, Wednes- with an ID. Cash, check, MasterCard,
day through Saturday, between 1 p.m. Visa and Discover are accepted. A 50/50
and 6 p.m. by calling 440-331-0403. The raffle is being held at each performance
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday perfor- with a drawing to raise the additional
mances start at 8 p.m. with Sunday mat- $341 needed for the Clague Playhouse’s
inees starting at 2 p.m. Ticket prices are electronic street sign. 
$16 for adults, $15 for seniors (60+) and

Discounts as
big as a house.
Better
condo.
teenOr
driving,
bigger
Or apartment.
Discounts
Better
Better as

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am

discounts.
big
a house.
teen
teenasdriving,
driving,
Or
condo.
bigger
bigger
Or
apartment.
Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, discounts.
Agent
Check
outSee
our just how big your
discounts.
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1 Steer
Clear Program.

Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
Westlake, OH 44145
Westlake,
OH 44145
Bus:
440-871-3747
www.candicestryker.com
Bus: 440-871-3747

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Signature Window and Gutter Cleaning, Inc.
•Gutters Free of Leaves/Debris
•Free Flowing Downspouts
•Crystal Clear Windows
GUARANTEED

Call david Kennedy

216-502-8764

Fully Insured • All work guaranteed

Gutters - $58-$68
Most 2 - 2-1/2 Story Homes
WindoWs - Call for FREE quote

$10 OFFany ServICe
for 1St-tIme CuStomerS

www.SignatureWindowandGutterCleaning.com
PLEASE PROOFREAD
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by Carleen Broberg

Greenisland
Irish Restaurant & Pub

Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)
Bay Village • 440-250-9086

Proud to be part of the Bay Village community
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one senior’s opinion

faith & spirituality

Everyday Heroes

Popular JAM Nite returns June 8
by Nelson Blount

I

t’s a simple idea... with far reaching ramifications! Christian
musicians come together for an
evening of celebrating any and every
musical genre from contemporary,
to hip-hop, rock, country, rap and
gospel... any others?

15

The first JAM Nite held in March
had a small turnout with two bands
and several individuals. On April 20 the
event grew to four bands and several
studio musicians who played spontaneously together. That was definitely
fun! Two individuals came to sing with
trax and one solo accompanied herself on the keyboard. It was a fantastic

night; laid back, enjoyable, fun... a real
celebration!
The next JAM Nite will be Saturday, June 8, 6:30 p.m. at CrossPointe
Community, 1800 Columbia Road in
Westlake. For more information please
contact Jeff at oldrocksinger@yahoo.
com. Come check it out! Refreshments
served! 

The Concrete Chronicles, part III: Corrosion
by Rachel Polaniec

by Dianne Borowski

M

y family came to this country from
Europe and settled in Cleveland in
the latter part of the 19th century.
Being an inquisitive child I encouraged my
parents and grandparents to tell me stories
about their lives.
Both grandfathers were storytellers and
didn’t need much encouragement to talk
about themselves and their lives. These stories
have stayed with me throughout the years. I
wish I had written them down as they were
told to me. Memory has a way of erasing some
things as we get older.
I know that my family consisted of ordinary, hard-working people. There were no
doctors, lawyers, politicians or CEOs in my
background. They were people who lived their
lives without notoriety, who struggled to make
ends meet, whose successes were noticed only
by family, friends or neighbors.
There were no photographers at their
funerals and their obituaries did not contain any major accomplishments. They were
ordinary people who lived ordinary lives. I
considered them everyday heroes because
their struggles, hard work, love of God and
country paved the way for those who came
later to enjoy better lives.
In light of the circumstances which
played out earlier this month, I realize how
many everyday heroes there are in my hometown. Many times ordinary people overcome
extraordinary circumstances, often with the
help of those they do not know. I have written
of the need for citizens to become involved
in the life of their community, to get to know
your neighbors. This is so important in today’s
society.
I salute all the everyday heroes in my life,
in this community and in greater Cleveland.
To get involved, to help others in their time of
need may be the greatest gift you can give 

worn past all possible use, but be
prepared to put some effort into
aving decided on a
its restoration yourself. My own
theme and come up
table and chairs have some rust
with a goal for my
damage, which is not a difficult fix
garden in progress, I knew the
but does take time and patience.
most important part was having
I use a wire wheel to rust-bust,
a place to sit and enjoy it. Therewhich is exactly what it sounds like:
fore, I set out to find two chairs
A wheel made of short, stiff wires
and a table. In keeping with my
that comes as a power drill attachEnglish garden theme I wanted
ment. As with all power tools, they
them to be wrought iron, to
can be dangerous, and it’s best to
be small enough to fit on the
use protective gloves, eyewear and
balcony but sturdy enough to
closed-toed shoes while operatwithstand wind, rain and the
ing one. If you can, have someone
inevitable northeast Ohio winwho is familiar with one assist
ters. In this I ran upon a probyou when you begin to use it, or
lem: Most of what is available
at least do a Google search on the
An antique table and chairs fit the English
garden
patio
theme.
in stores is not wrought iron, but
topic. Steel wool, sandpaper and
rather flimsy metal substitutes.
wire brushes also work, though not
So I abandoned the stores and went antiquing instead. nearly as quickly and they take more effort to use.
One of the best tips I can give anyone who is looking to decorate
Initially, I was going to take the rust off and then simply
any area of the home, indoors or out, is to hunt through antique seal it with a clear spray paint, in order to keep the somewhat
stores. The items you will find are often better than anything worn look the table came with. Upon viewing the sheer
currently on the market (at least for reasonable prices), and amount of rust and paint removed by the wire wheel, it
they are built to last (they made it this far, right?). There are became obvious that that was not going to work. Instead, I’m
quite a few in Avon, lining Detroit Road, (I picked up my dining probably going to spray paint the entire thing white, then
room table at Country Side Antiques), but my absolute favorite use the wheel to remove some paint, effectively distressing
is Clara’s Cottage, on Cleveland Street in Elyria.
it. This serves as a
It was at Clara’s that I found my table and chairs. I was reminder to be flexidriving past, happened to look over, and there they were! ble, and what sounds
Just goes to show that one should always keep an eye out, good in theory can
by Dave Scullin, Westlake
as one never knows when that special something will be often look differfound. My finding was a refurbished wrought iron table, ent in actuality, or
It’s still one of my very favorite shirts. It is a Levi’s long-sleeve denim
the original top was long gone, but the Clara’s handyman not even work at all.
with metal buttons and the small red Levi tag on the front pocket. I
Basil fixed it up with an old iron grate, salvaged from an Keep your eyes and
bought it at the GAP many years ago.
abandoned factory. (Side note: One of the best things about ears open, and don’t
I looked “urban cool” when worn with a just-pressed pair of khakis
antique shops is that the people who find and sell the items be afraid to try someand “spit-shined” round-toe cordovan shoes.
are often heavily involved in the restoration, and they are thing new. Perhaps it
more than happy to discuss both the piece and the process will be a rousing sucIt got faded, old and worn but I could not put it in the Goodwill
with you.) Another thing I like about the table and chairs is cess, or it might be a
donation bag. I still loved it so, even with all its frayed cuffs, washedthat they are not part of a set, each one is different. It gives catastrophic failure.
out color and worn collar. By now it was super soft and sooo
the illusion that they were acquired over a period of time, If the latter, do not
comfortable.
and I personally think an eclectic look is much nicer than despair! No one will
being too matchy-matchy.
know, unless you tell
It became the work shirt that I wore on the weekends as I attacked
Buying antiques is not for everyone, however. While them. (Or announce
my to-do list.
they are well-made and a sound investment, they are not, by it in the local paper.)
I noticed it on the clothes line (my wife loves the sun and fresh air
definition, new, or often anywhere near it. They have lasted In any event, get out
smell). The elbow showed a spot of paint from the baby’s room, the
a long time, and have the wear and tear to show for it. An there, and the best of
rip from cleaning the gutters, spots from my attempt to change the
honest antiques dealer will not sell you something that is luck to all. 
Photo by Rachel Polaniec

H

Favorite Shirt

oil in the car and grass stains you never quite get out.
I hope my old favorite lasts a few more wash cycles!

NONPROFITS
Advertise your
fundraisers in
upcoming issues of
the Observer.
Call Laura at
440-477-3556
to find out more!

SMILLIE
CARPENTRY

Specializing in:
Decks, Porches & Fences • Interior
& Exterior Trim • Installation of
Hardwood Floors & Cabinets
Small Bathroom Remodels
and Tile Installation
CALL FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

440-463-1924

email: jimsmillie10@gmail.com
web: smilliecarpentry.blogspot.com
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LEPRECHAUN
Best Friday Fish Fry Lake erie Perch $10.95
JumBo handmade Pierogies $9.95
Mexican Monday- $1 Tacos,
$2 coronas, $3 Margaritas
CHEF OPERATED KITCHEN - Open til 2 am daily

LOCO HOUR EVERY DAY!
11:00 am - 7 pm : $1.50 Drafts
$2 Bottles • $2.50 Well Drinks

Best Corned Beef and Burgers In Town!

15% oFF
your check

Dine-In Only • Not valid with other offers
Expires MAY 29, 2013 (OBS)

24545 CENTER RIDGE RD. (between Clague & Columbia Rd.) 440-250-LOCO (5626)
PLEASE PROOFREAD

Ad artwork ©2013 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

16  WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 14 MAY 2013

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center benefit planned for July 28
by Karen Huhndorff

T

he Women’s Board of Lake
Erie Nature & Science Center
will be sponsoring our annual
Huntington Playhouse play to benefit the Center. We have chosen the
musical comedy, “9 to 5: The Musical.” Here is a brief synopsis of the
story as provided by the Playhouse:

“Pushed to the boiling point by
their boss, three female co-workers
concoct a plan to get even with the
sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical bigot they call their boss. They
conspire to take control of their company and learn there is nothing they
can not do – even in a man’s world.
Set in the late 1970s, this is a hilarious story of friendship and revenge

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wednesday, May 15, 2 p.m.
Art Care for Dementia
This weekly program is open to everyone in
the community with a diagnosis of dementia/
Alzheimer’s. We create art in different forms, from
creative storytelling with the TimeSlips program
to watercolors and paper crafts. We recognize that
due to the way dementia affects the brain, people
with dementia need activities which are formatted to be accessible to them. We use the concepts
from Montessori-based dementia care to make
sure all of our activities are accessible to people
with dementia and their ability.
Westlake Village, 28550 Westlake Village Dr.,
Westlake
Wednesday, May 15, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society
Margaret Cheney, former trustee and current
administrative vice president of the Ohio Genealogical Society, will be the guest speaker. Her
presentation is titled: “Researcher Beware: Internet
Sources Aren’t Always What You Think.” Social
time, with refreshments, is from 6:30-7 p.m. The
public is invited at no charge.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Friday, May 17, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Senior Citizens Prom
Bay High School’s SADD group (Students About
Doing Things Differently) is showing their appreciation for the seniors in our communities by
hosting a “Senior Prom.” They will provide desserts,
punch, tea and coffee and the best dance music
from the 1940s and ‘50s. Dust off your dancing
shoes and join them for the evening. RSVP to 440899-3442 by May 15.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village
Saturday, May 18, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
West Shore Delta Gamma Chapter Carwash
Fundraiser
Delta Gamma alumnae will vacuum, polish
windows & mirrors, and wipe out the doorjambs
of your vehicle after you wash, for a donation. All
proceeds will go directly to our Service for Sight
projects to include the Cleveland Sight Center.
(Rain date is Saturday, June 1, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.)
#1 Express Carwash & Detail Center, 25247 Detroit
Rd., Westlake
Saturday, May 18, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Spring Green Garden Show
Presented by the Bay Village Green Team, there
will be presentations on gardening topics
including small plot gardening, urban beekeeping and composting. Kids can make cool crafts
from recycled materials and Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center will be there with some interest-

in the Rolodex era. Music and lyrics
by Dolly Parton and book by Patricia
Resnick; it is based on the 1980 hit
movie, ‘Nine to Five’.”
The benefit will be held Sunday,
July 28; curtain time is 2 p.m. with a
reception following in the Playhouse
Social Hall.
Tickets are $25 per person for the
performance, food and beverages. All

See more events online at wbvobserver.com

ing animals from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. There will be
“green” vendor displays, a silent auction and light
refreshments available. Walk or bike in and receive
a free gift while supplies last. Free and open to
the public.
Bay Community Garden, corner of Wolf and Forestview roads
Saturday, May 18, 1-3 p.m.
Cemetery Walk
Learn about Westlake history during the Westlake Historical Society’s annual, family-friendly
cemetery walk which includes short, dramatic
narratives performed at the characters’ actual
grave sites during the walk. The event will include
the re-enactment of many of Westlake’s most
noted past citizens. Wear comfortable shoes and
dress for weather conditions. Chairs will also be
available for those who prefer to sit during the
performances. For more information please call
the society at 440-808-1961 or email westlakehistory@yahoo.com. Refreshments will be served
at the free event. Please meet just inside the
cemetery arch.
Evergreen Cemetery, 29535 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

director and touring choir director, the Oberlin
Choristers Touring Choir offers a challenging
choral experience for 25 auditioned singers. These
7th- through 9th-grade students commit to additional rehearsals, perform at a variety of outreach
events, and tour throughout the United States
and internationally. This Chorister Benefit Concert
is free and open to the public. A free-will donation
will be accepted. Free professional childcare is
provided; free parking. A reception will follow the
concert. Call 440-871-3088 for information.
Westlake United Methodist Church, 27650 Center
Ridge Rd.
Monday, May 20, 11:30 a.m.
What About Bees?
Tim Malinich of the Ohio State Extension will
discuss how a beekeeper manipulates a hive to
harvest the honey. Look inside the hive to learn
how and why a beehive works. Find out about
a few other buzzing and stinging insects often
mistaken for bees. Luncheon served at 11:30. All
gardeners welcome. $5 fee for guests. Please visit
BayVillageGardenClub.com for reservations.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Saturday, May 18, 4-8 p.m.
All You Can Eat Spaghetti Dinner
Enjoy all-you-can-eat spaghetti, meatballs, salad,
Italian bread, beverages and homemade desserts.
Tickets will be sold at the door and presale: adults
$10; children $5 (ages 6-12); FREE (ages 5 and
under.) Early bird senior citizen meals just $8 from
4-5 p.m. Take-out will be available. Reserve takeout meals or quarts of Nick’s delicious spaghetti
sauce, meatballs and homemade salad dressing
by calling the church office at 331-9433.
Rockport United Methodist Church, 3301 Wooster
Rd., Rocky River

Tuesday, May 21, 6:30-8 p.m.
Fashion for Women after Mastectomy
Elegant Essentials is helping revive the style of
women who have had a mastectomy with the
most innovative pocketed intimate apparel, exercise clothing, swimwear, nightwear, post-op and
lymphedema products. Insurance coverage will be
addressed at the meeting. Light snacks and music
will be provided for a relaxing and fun evening.
Advance registration required. Call The Gathering
Place at 216-595-9546 for more information and
to register.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Sunday, May 19, 3 p.m.
“Be Our Guest” – A Spring Choral Concert
The Chancel Choir of Church of the Redeemer
UCC presents a Disney-themed spring choral
concert. Under the direction of Carol Peddie,
music will include selections from “Beauty and the
Beast,”“The Lion King,”“Mary Poppins,”“Cinderella,”
“The Little Mermaid,”“The Mickey Mouse Club”
and more! Vocal and instrumental soloists will
be featured in addition to the choir. Please “be
our guest” for an afternoon of fun-filled music.
Admission is free. For more information please call
440-331-0834.
Church of the Redeemer United Church of Christ,
23500 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, May 22, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Controlling Your Allergies
Spring is here and with it comes pollen-related
allergies. Medical lecturer Tom Strong will also
provide an understanding of pet dander, mold,
insect stings and allergies to foods and drugs.
There is no cost and all will be served a free lunch.
Registration required, call 440-779-6900.
HCR ManorCare, 23225 Lorain Rd., North Olmsted

Sunday, May 19, 3:30 p.m.
Oberlin Chorister Touring Choir Benefit
Concert
Under the direction of Jennifer Call, artistic

Saturday, May 25, 9 a.m.
May in Bay 5K
The annual May in Bay 5K run/walk begins at 9
a.m. It will be preceded by a 1-mile fun run at 8:30
a.m. Pre-registration for ages 11 and older is $20;
for children 10 and under the cost is $10. Race
day registration ($25/$10) begins at 7:30 a.m. at
the Bay High School track. Mail-in registration
(form available at www.bayvillageschools.com/
MayinBay) with payment must be received by May

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

The westside’s housepainter
for over 35 years!
Interior • Exterior

216-529-0360

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

22. Online registration at www.hermescleveland.
com is accepted until May 24, 9 a.m. In addition to
race day availability, packet pick-up and late registration is available at Bay High Memorial Stadium
on May 24, from 4-7 p.m. Proceeds benefit PTA.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.
Monday, May 27, 9 a.m.
Bay Village Memorial Day Parade
The parade is being organized by the American
Legion Post 385 with assistance from VVA Chapter
249 and VFW Post 9693. At 8 a.m., parade participants will assemble in Huntington Park and march
to Lakeside Cemetery at 8:45 a.m. The parade
continues down Lake Road at 9 a.m., finishing
in Cahoon Park for ceremonies at 9:45 a.m. Call
Joe Cronin at 216-521-7849 for more information.
Huntington Park to Lakeside Cemetery to Cahoon Park
Monday, May 27, 10 a.m.
Westlake Memorial Day Parade
The parade will travel east down Hilliard Boulevard to Clague Park for a memorial service. The
parade is sponsored by Westlake Kiwanis. Call Russ
Milan, 440-777-2720, or Rick Grane, 440-829-0974,
for more information.
Hilliard Boulevard to Clague Park
Monday, May 27, 10:30 a.m.
Village Foundation Bronze Plaque Ceremony
An annual ceremony to install and dedicate permanent bronze plaques honoring four outstanding Bay residents. This year’s honorees are John
Yuhas and Lisa Huhndorf. The Foundation will also
announce the winners of two scholarships and
will award seven community grants during the
program.
Cahoon Park, north of Lake Road
Wednesday, May 29, 6:45-8:45 p.m.
Westlake Republicans
Westlake Republicans are forging our platform,
meeting with our precinct captains and raising issues that Westlakians want to address. Learn more
about exciting new groups in our area that are
forming to strengthen our party and our voices
from the ground up. Meet and share with your
Republican neighbors in a friendly setting. Free
coffee and snacks.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Does your group benefit
from free listings?
Consider supporting
the Observer project by
purchasing a display ad
inside the paper to
announce your next event.
Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

620 Dover Center Rd. • 440-871-0899

Professional Pet Care Services
“We take the
Personal In-Home worry out of
Pet Care
being away”
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

JIM
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Retired Bay Bus Driver
Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com
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MARIE

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other
special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

www.neubertpainting.com

proceeds benefit Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center. Tickets are available
at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center,
from Women’s Board Members, or call
Karen at 440-670-6760. The mission of
the nonprofit Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is to educate and inspire
each of us to understand, appreciate
and take responsibility for our natural
universe. 

(no chandeliers please)

A proud member of the Bay Village community

440-871-4389

Senior Discount (age 60 and over)

