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Mid-winter fun at Rockets’ Snoball run

sporting views

Tribe rolling
the Dice-K with
their pitching
by Jeff Bing

Photo by Mike Strauss

F

Runners in long sleeves, pants and wool hats brave the cold in the first annual Snoball Run on Feb. 23. See story on page 8.

irst of all, let me just say that I’m as
thrilled as anyone to see the Dolan
family open their up-until-now hermetically-sealed wallets and acquire some
free agent talent for the 2013 Cleveland
Indians baseball season.
People wonder what prompted them
to spend so “un-Dolan-like” this year, given
that prior to this past winter, the Indians
courted – and actually signed – free agents
with about the same frequency of a papal
resignation. I suggest that if you could have
persuaded Mark Shapiro to divulge the projected 2013 Tribe attendance figures late
last year, anticipated attendance numbers
would have rivaled those of the official Mike
Lombardi Fan Club. » See TRIBE, page 2

Christian musician Shaw receives top volunteer award
jam night March 23 from Westlake Porter Public Library

LBMS wins
garden project
challenge

by Nelson Blount

A

by Kim Bonvissuto

Photo by Tara wendell

re you a Christian musician? Do you
love to hear God’s praise? Let’s come
together to share the joy of the Lord
through music. My mother use to say, “Music
is the universal language.” It is obvious that
music is a prominent means of pleasure for
God as the Psalms is the largest book of the
Bible and musical instruments, songs and
singing is mentioned throughout the Bible.
So the idea for Jam Night is one of
bringing musicians together for an enjoyable experience of praise to God. This comes
from the heart of Jeff Wilkins, whose band,
Last Man Standing, plays in the area and
who is also a member of the 24/7 Worship
Band at CrossPointe Community.
You may be looking for a wholesome,
free family entertainment opportunity!
Please come join the 24/7 Worship Band at
CrossPointe Community, 1800 Columbia
Rd., Westlake, on Saturday, March 23, for
our first Christian Musician Jam Night, 6
p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
For solo musicians or groups, we provide drums, amps and P.A. with up to four
vocal mics. Drummers may want to bring
your own kick and snare. You provide up to
three Christian-themed songs per performance, of any genre. This is a FREE event.
So bring some friends and be heard!! Please
send questions or RSVP to Jeff at oldrocksinger@yahoo.com. 

Porter Library Board President Bob Plantz presents the Myrna Chelko
Volunteer Award to Nancy Shaw at the library’s annual recognition ceremony.

by Elaine Willis

F

riends of Porter Public Library board
member Nancy Shaw has received
the Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award
from Westlake Porter Public Library. The
Myrna Chelko Award, established in 1994,
is given annually to the library volunteer
who has made a significant contribution
to the library in volunteer time and whose
volunteer efforts have made an impact on
library services. The award is named for
the late Myrna Chelko, whose contributions to the library epitomized the spirit of
volunteerism.
Shaw is currently the Friends board’s
membership chair. She began volunteering

in 2002, and joined the Friends board in
2006. Shaw also works in the Book Nook and
at the annual book sale, and volunteers as a
shelver and at the library’s reception desk. In
2012 she gave 158.5 hours to the library, and
has served for a total of 1,842 hours.
Shaw received the award at the annual
Volunteer Recognition Reception on March
3. The event honored the 190 volunteers
who gave over 10,000 hours of service to the
library in 2012.
“Volunteers enable us to provide services to the community that we wouldn’t
otherwise be able to provide,” said Library
Director Andrew Mangels. “We cannot
thank them enough for their dedication and
community spirit.” 

L

ee Burneson Middle
School won the Gardens
That Teach Challenge
in Cuyahoga County. Tunnel
Vision Hoops will work with
technology teacher Kurt Thonnings to install a $2,246 hoop
house at the new middle school
this spring.
The Hummingbird Project
also is donating a healthy soil
workshop valued at $600 to LBMS,
teaching students about the complex soil food web.
The hoop house will be incorporated as part of a large community/school garden area at the
new middle school, scheduled to
open this fall.
Thonnings already planned
to build a small, 12-foot-long hoop
house in the area this spring. The
new hoop house will be part of the
area that students
and the Westlake
Garden Club will
maintain.
» See GARDEN,
page 2
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Bay High hosting Bay police in
crisis response training March 7
by Karen Derby

B

ay Village residents may notice a
lot of police activity outside Bay
High on Thursday, March 7. They
should not be alarmed, as this is all part
of a planned activity to keep our schools
safe.
The training will involve lockdown
drills, building evacuations, and a variety of “active shooter” engagement scenarios.
“We want members of the public to
be aware that this training is taking place
on March 7,” said Bay Village Detective
Lieutenant Mark A. Spaetzel. “We don’t
want people witnessing the police activity at the high school to be needlessly
alarmed.”
The training takes place during a
school staff professional development
day in which students will not be in
school. Bay High School staff and a limited number of selected students will
directly participate with the Bay Village
Police.
No observers outside of staff, student and police participants, and no
photography of any kind, will be permitted during the training exercise due

continued from front page

A school garden is a real world,
living laboratory that offers teachers an
interdisciplinary way to embed creativity, communication and collaboration
into a 21st-century curriculum.
A hoop house extends the growing season with fresh, locally grown,
healthy foods.
Thonnings intends to use the plants
grown in the hoop houses and gardens
for research and to supplement the
school cafeterias of LBMS and the future
Dover Intermediate School, as well as
the Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve
(located next to the current middle
school) and possibly local charities.
The project potentially could
impact about 1,200 students between
the middle and intermediate schools.
Teachers, PTA and the Westlake Garden
Club will plan, build and maintain the
garden. Science teachers will plan
activities from plant science to soil
biology, as well as weather concepts.
Thonnings will have his technology students design and build prototypes for
solar-powered irrigation systems, rain
collection and solar-powered fans for

the hoop houses. Data will be collected
with sensors on pH levels, soil moisture
and mineral levels.
Thonnings also hopes to collaborate with other schools that have gardens and set up Skype conferences, as
well as wikipages for students to communicate, problem-solve and share
advice. He anticipates starting an after
school club to help with daily garden
maintenance.
Thonnings, along with fifththrough eighth-grade math and science teachers, previously implemented
a Grow It! project as a collaborative,
technology-centered, math-science,
four-grade-level pilot project. Activities
included two cold frames in which flats
of spinach, romaine and buttercrunch
lettuce were planted.
Thonnings’ application was chosen
by a panel of experts from the areas of
food policy, botany and community
gardening. The concept is in line with
the City of Cleveland’s Sustainable
Cleveland 2019 project, a movement
that aims to increase the percentage of
locally produced food. 

Announce your Easter Worship services
To appear in our special

Easter Worship section on March 19
contact Laura at 440-477-3556
or email laura@wbvobserver.com

continued from front page
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projected No. 2 starter went 9-17 last year.
Ouch.
Brett Myers, signed as a free agent
over the winter, went 3-8 as a reliever.
Let’s hope they’re careful with him, or
his arm will be in a sling by mid-June.
Carlos Carrasco (rhymes with Tabasco)
was injured and underwent Tommy John
surgery in 2011. Doesn’t the fact that the
Indians are counting heavily on a guy
who hasn’t pitched in almost two years
make you a tad uneasy? If nothing else, I
guess at least you can argue that Carrasco
is “fresh.”
Trevor Bauer, regarded as a head
case the Arizona Diamondbacks couldn’t
unload fast enough after only one year,
went 1-2 in a brief stint with the big club.
The Indians claim they can straighten
him out. Given the tremendous “success”
they had with their resident cuckoos-nest
members of last year, Ubaldo Jimenez
and Roberto (don’t call me Fausto) Hernandez, wouldn’t that be kind of like me
thinking I’m going to ride this column
to a Pulitzer?
Finally, add Daisuke (pronounced
Dice-K) Matsuzaka to the mix as “insurance” – as the Indians put it - in case
Bauer flops. Insurance against WHAT?
Certainly not against whiplash incurred
by Tribe fans watching ball after ball sail
out of the park, as last year Dice-K posted
a 1-8 record with a mind-numbing era
of 8.28.
Gee – I think that gives us a grand
total of zero guys who had winning
records in the majors last year. NOW I
understand all the optimism.
Go Tribe! 
Jeff welcomes all feedback and suggestions,
pro or con, which may be sent to editor@
wbvobserver.com.

HER

Thus, painted into the proverbial
corner, the Dolans really had no choice
BUT to spend, or watch their approval
rating sink to something about the same
as that of your favorite member of Congress. Additionally, if the rumors about
them wanting to sell the team are true,
it would sure enhance their sales pitch
if there were bona fide major leaguers
on the roster.
Based upon the buzz generated by
local sports talk shows and the media in
general, there are some who fully expect
the Indians to be serious contenders – if
not actually run away with the division
title – this year. Fans got caught up in the
hoopla, too, witnessed by selling out the
home opener against the Yankees in six
– count ‘em, SIX – minutes. (Are those
Cleveland minutes or, ahem, New York
minutes)?
Now, far be it for me to rain on your
parade, gang, but let’s think about this
for a microsecond or two. On second
thought, I have a better idea: Pop Quiz!
Everyone grab a sharp No. 2 pencil,
and prepare to answer the following
question: How many Indians pitchers
– expected to contend for jobs in the
STARTING rotation in 2013 - had winning major league records in 2012? Take
all the time you need.
Oops, I lied, because… time’s up!
Pencils down, calculators away, please.
Let’s peruse the records of the projected
starters up and see how many we get,
okay?
Justin Masterson was recently
named the opening day starter, and
should have been, as he was the best
starter the Indians had last year, even
with an 11-15 record. Next, take Ubaldo
Jimenez (please). Hmm…It appears our

WESTLAK
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to security reasons.
The goal of the training is to further
prepare police and school personnel to
respond to a crisis. The training is part
of the ongoing effort between the City
of Bay Village and the Bay Village School
District to provide the safest schools
possible. Bay High principal Jason
Martin has spoken with administrators at Chardon High School who cited
similar training exercises as part of the
reason staff and students reacted quickly
when faced with an active shooter there
last year.
“Chardon school officials are convinced injuries would have been greater
in number had they not done the training beforehand,” Martin said. “We
decided to start with a small number of
students to see how it goes. We will consider having the training while school is
in session in the future based on what
we learn this time around.”
All school building administrators
in the Bay Village City School District
have been meeting and working with the
Bay Village Police Department in evaluating school safety plans. Police officers
have also attended school staff meetings
to discuss safety issues. 

GARDEN

The views and opinions expressed in this
Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be
publication do not necessarily reflect the views and sent to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full
opinions of the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff. contact information.

Observer Guidelines
Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village
is encouraged to contribute.
• Aim for 300-500 words.
• Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure
accuracy.
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy
others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
• Be respectful of others.
• Write for the community. The Observer’s focus is on
the people, news and events of Westlake and Bay
Village.
• Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through
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editors who review stories for spelling and grammar.
We try to keep the news as “unfiltered” as possible,
but may edit length and content if necessary.
• Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal or
business relationship with the subject of your story,
let your readers know.
• Don’t write stories solely to promote your business –
that’s what ads are for.
Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice
or help with topics, content or the submission process.
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories &
photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2
megabytes in size. If you have questions, contact us at
staff@wbvobserver.com.
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Introducing

Your Birth,
Your Way

at St. John Medical Center

The birth of a baby is a precious time and a joyous event, and our Family Birth
Center is here to guide and support new mothers every step of the way.
Now, with our new “Your Birth, Your Way” program, we offer options plus a
healthy dose of pampering to make this a wonderful and personalized experience
for you, your baby and your family.
From a traditional delivery to a natural birth in our Holistic Birthing Center, we
offer a variety of choices combined with comprehensive, compassionate care.
Whatever you choose, you can be assured that you and your newborn will be
cared for by an experienced, caring team of obstetricians, midwives, pediatricians
and nurses who always keep your safety and comfort in mind. For a tour of our
Family Birth Center call 440-827-5093 or for a copy of our “Your Birth, Your Way”
brochure, call 440-827-5148.

Consumer reports health care recognition for
quality excellence:

STJOHNMEDICALCENTER.NET

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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The concrete chronicles, part I: Conundrum
by Rachel Polaniec

W

ith spring less than a month
away, I recently looked out my
window, and eagerly searched
for any signs of the upcoming change
in season. But alas! My eyes fell instead
upon my balcony, in all of its sorry state:
three brown plants in pots, the rest of the
plants most likely dead.
Upon this viewing, I came across a
common conundrum: Many of us have
a sad spot in our yards that can’t be fixed
with a handful of grass seed flung during
a commercial break. Either the grass just
won’t grow, or it can’t be planted at all. My
issue is the latter, for my balcony is one
large concrete slab. So this year, I decided
to do something about it, and create an
urban garden.
Full disclosure: I have no formal
training or experience in gardening. I
am starting from scratch. So for anyone
who has a desire to tackle a spot in their
yard and make it beautiful, I invite them
to join me on my journey, as I chronicle
my triumphs and tragedies, and as we
learn together.
The first thing I did, after my initial
resolution to create a garden on the bal-

cony, was to find a place to start. Every
book, magazine or website I’ve ever read,
when giving advice on what to do first
when beginning any interior or exterior
design, is to figure out what you like.
Sounds easy enough.
So what do you like? Most people –
myself included – draw a complete blank
when asked that question, much like the
dreaded “Tell me about yourself.” I know
what I like when I see it; I’ve seen what I
like before. And odds are, I bought it and
brought it home with me.
So look around. What does your
home look like? No, not all the clutter,
what’s it built on? What colors do you
favor? Is there a certain style you’re drawn
to? If you had to pick out a favorite piece
(a painting, a vase, a throw pillow, etc.),
what drew you to it? The color? Pattern?
If your house seems to be a mishmash of
everything, don’t panic. Go to your closet.
What’s in it? Jeans? Polo’s? Sun dresses?
Bold patterns? Bright colors? Pastels?
Floral? If you enjoy wearing it you’ll enjoy
living in it, indoors and out.
Once you’ve identified what you
like, write it down as simply as possible.
For example, my living room consists of
a neutral base: white walls, beige sofa

and cream carpet; with bright
colors added through the use
of rugs, accent pillows, art,
curtains and knickknacks.
My closet contains solid cardigans paired with patterned
shirts and jeans in winter and
floral sundresses in summer.
Next, think of a title for what
you like, making things easier
to look for and to categorize
what you find. I call mine
“Relaxed Elegance / Eclectic
Bohemian.” A simple fourword name conveys so much,
and is a great aid.
Last but not least, you will The conundrum: how to beautify a concrete
know it when you see it. So slab patio?
look for it! Go to the library. Get
books on gardens, yes, but look through want into a search engine, and then click
travel books as well. Have a soft spot for on “Images.” Look at the pictures, click
Tuscany? Look at the terracotta pots, the on what you like, and then go to the webtiles, the colors. How about Paris? Red roses site it came from. All from the comfort of
and black bistro tables are all available. Or your own home, no need to venture out
the soothing gardens of Japan, with bon- into the cold.
sais and lines raked in sand.
There is something out there to
Don’t know what book to choose? everyone’s taste. You will find yours, too.
Take a sampling. You don’t have to read All that’s needed is a little information
them all, just look at the pictures. Browse digging, do it now and you’ll be digging
the internet. Type in an idea of what you in the dirt in no time. 

DAR welcomes new citizens with flags
by Deb Marisch

T

he Martha
Devotion
Huntington Chapter
Daughters of the
American Revolution participates
with other Cleveland DAR chapters in welcoming
new American Harbor Court residents prepare letters and flags for new citizens.
citizens at the
Federal Naturalization Court. Each new citi- organization, headquartered in Washingzen is presented with a letter of welcome and ton, D.C, whose members have proven
a small American flag.
lineal descent from a patriot ancestor who
Pictured are residents at Rocky River’s served in the American Revolutionary War.
Harbor Court Retirement Community. Martha Devotion Huntington Chapter DAR
These ladies assisted DAR members by in Bay Village welcomes members from surassembling flags and letters for the March rounding communities. For more member1 court date.
ship information contact Doris Gorgas at
DAR is a worldwide women’s service lablady76@wowway.com. 

Bradley Bay receives highest rating
from U.S. News & World Report

U

.S. News & World Report
released their 2013 Best
Nursing Home ratings and
Bradley Bay Health Center in Bay
Village has received the highest
possible overall rating of five stars.
The Best Nursing Homes
ratings highlight the top nursing homes in each city and state,
a total of nearly 16,000 facilities
nationwide. The goal is to help
readers find a home with a strong
track record of excellent care.
Best Nursing Homes draws on
data from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, a federal agency that assesses homes in
three categories – health inspections, level of nurse staffing and
quality of care – and gives each an
overall rating.

U.S. News awarded the “Best
Nursing Home” designation to
homes that earned an overall
rating of five stars from CMS in
January 2013.
“It is a tremendous accomplishment to be named one of
America’s Best Nursing Homes by
one of America’s most influential
publications,” said Candy Sanson,
administrator of Bradley Bay. “For
over 50 years Bradley Bay Health
Center has been the premier facility on the west side with a legacy
of dedication, compassion and
superior care for skilled nursing,
rehabilitation and senior living.
Our goal has always been, and
remains, to provide the highest
quality of care, always striving to
exceed expectations.” 

WHAT IS YOUR BACKUP PLAN?
PREPARE and PROTECT Your Home Or Business
AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

For 24/7 protection from power
outages, trust the #1 selling
automatic standby generator
and the area’s 31 installer.
Sales, parts and service.

GeneratorPros
A DIVISION OF SHEPP ELECTRIC CO., INC.

PROTECT THE THINGS THAT MATTER MOST

1.877. 423.9010
www.GeneratorPros.com

Area’s Leading Generac “Elite” Dealer and Warranty Installer! Over 1,400 Systems Installed!
JOB NUMBER
& PUBLICATION
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 4 Color  BW

5.3_GeneratorPros_c1
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PD illustrator visits
Westlake High art class

westlake CITY SCHOOLS

WHS students earn careertechnical program awards

by Marge Widmar

by Kim Bonvissuto

P

VIRUS REMOVAL
WEB DESIGN

W
photo by Marge Widmar

lain Dealer
artist Andrea
Levy
visited an Advanced
Placement art class
at Westlake High
School on Feb. 28,
sharing that her
days begin at 5
a.m. It was obvious
from her bouncy,
energetic, enthusiastic and positive
personality that she
loves life and meets
each day’s creative
challenge with zest.
She encouraged
students to emphasize the positive and
Andrea Levy talks with WHS students about the
avoid the negative
inspiration behind her 9/11 illustration.
energy of “I don’t
likes.”
looking back at Picasso’s “Guernica,”
“Make yourself bigger – like every- filling a full cover page with two tall
thing,” she said.
arms and hands reaching up with a tiny
At the start of her presentation, human figure falling down between
Levy stated she strives to be a Sur- them. The latter illustration won a
realist in a conservative environment. first-place Headliner award from the
Her assignments come from editors Press Club of Atlantic City (one of the
and generally have a deadline of three eight Headliner awards Levy received
to four days. Working on as many as in nine years).
four assignments at a time she uses
Levy has freelanced for the Dallas
a vast range of media from photo- Morning News, the New York Times,
graphs to Photoshop, airbrush, paint, the Wall Street Journal, The Los Angeles
clay, and often selects from a studio Times, The Washington Post and the
bulging with props. She places value Boston Globe.
on simple line drawing, gestures
That Levy loves her job creating
with paint, and a true light source. visual art as companion to a story was
The illustration process begins with very obvious. She is a graduate of Ohio
showing the editor a drawing of the University with a painting major. She is
idea, depicting it, and then returning currently taking a painting class at the
with a finished product for review.
Cleveland Institute of Art for the love
Levy emphasized that an artist of color and the love of paint. When
needs to unleash and unhinge the con- asked by a student if music plays a part
scious mind. Sometimes, she shared, in her life, Levy responded that she is a
it is necessary to leave an assignment “music addict,” loves chocolate and is
and let it “percolate,” do something dif- influenced by sculpture.
ferent. Then return to the task and see
Having followed Andrea Levy’s art
things take form.
in The Plain Dealer for the past twelve
Levy’s use of humor was seen in years, this writer also finds that Levy, in
an illustration of a Browns helmet with addition to leaning toward Surrealism,
duct tape and nails, entitled “Putting is also a powerful Expressionist.
the Browns Back Together.” In contrast,
The visiting artist session at Westfor an illustration on the September 11 lake High School was facilitated by the
attacks, she created a serious homage Westlake-Westshore Arts Council. 

COMPUTER REPAIR
IT SUPPORT

26056 Center Ridge Rd, Suite B, Westlake, OH 44145

Tel: 440.871.9300

Web: www.compu360.com

Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 11am-6pm; Sat: 11am-5pm; Sun: Closed

We Make House Calls

Setup
New Computer,
Printer & Router

$80
(Valid Thru 6/30/13)

FREE

Virus Removal

$20 Off

Small Business
Website
starting as low as

PC Checkup

Any Service
(This offer cannot be combined with
any other offer. Valid Thru 6/30/13)

$59
$599
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estlake High School special
needs student Jennie Bullard has been nominated
to receive the Lakewood/Rocky River
Rotary Outstanding Student Award for
her exceptional accomplishments in her
West Shore Career-Technical program.
Jennie is in the Community Based
Training program at Rae Ann Suburban
Skilled Care. Her award recognizes students who are the top performers in their
Career-Technical program. Jennie will be
acknowledged at the Lakewood/Rocky

River Rotary recognition luncheon on
March 11 at the Rocky River Civic Center.
Another special needs student,
Lauren Valentine, was nominated to
receive the 2013 Lakewood Chamber
of Commerce/Lakewood-Rocky River
Sunrise Rotary Work Ethic Award for
exemplary performance in a West Shore
Career Technical District program. The
Work Ethic Award recognizes students
for their commendable attendance,
attitude and achievement. Lauren was
recognized at the Lakewood Chamber
of Commerce’s recognition breakfast on
Feb. 22. 

Citizen Writers and Photographers
Would you like to learn more about writing stories or taking photos to be
published in the Observer? We’ll be sponsoring two programs at our local libraries to help citizen writers and photographers fine-tune their skills.
Both programs will be presented by Bob Rosenbaum, adjunct professor at
the Kent State School of Journalism & Mass Communications.
We hope you see at one or both of these upcoming free workshops:

Thursday, April 4, 7 p.m., Westlake Porter Public Library
“Photography for Citizen Journalists”
A simple workshop on how to take photographs for citizen media.

Wednesday, May 8, 7 p.m., Bay Village Branch Library
“Reporting for Citizens: An easy path to covering your
community like a pro”

A step-by-step workshop for citizen journalists to find, report and write
about the people, news and events in our community.

Advance
Your Career
Open
Houses
Saturday MBA
The Saturday MBA program is now registering for Fall
2013. The program is designed for working professionals
and can be completed in two years -- every other
Saturday – one course at a time.
Learn more at Open Houses:
Saturday morning March 16th, 8:30 a.m. and
Monday evening March 18th, 6:00 p.m.

RN-BSN
RN-BSN, Completer degree, is now registering for
May 2013. The RN-BSN program allows RNs to advance
their career and earn a Bachelors of Science in Nursing.
Open House Tuesday, March 19, 4:30 p.m.
Offering a quality education and convenient location,
at The University of Akron in Lakewood.
To register for open houses or information about classes,
call Nicole Lee at
216.221.1141
or lakewood.uakron.edu
The University

of Akron

Lakewood
UA Lakewood is located on the first floor of the historic Bailey Building
at 14725 Detroit Ave. in the heart of Downtown Lakewood.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Break out the crayons
Friends of Westlake Porter Public
Library sponsor coloring contest
by Jennifer Cirincione

F

riends of Westlake
Porter Public Library is
sponsoring a coloring
contest for kids up to age 10!
The coloring page features
Porter J. Mouse, the library
mascot, holding a stack of
books (all with mouse themes,
of course!) while exclaiming,
“I Love My Library!”
Printable coloring pages
can be found online at www.

WPPL Library board
seeking new cafe vendor

I
My Library!

by Elaine Willis

T

westlakelibrary.org under
the “Friends” tab. Coloring
pages are also available in
the library lobby and at the
Youth Services desk. The
deadline for entries is April
26, and there is a collection
box in the library lobby. All
entries will be displayed in
the library lobby and prizes
will be determined.
Questions? Email Jennifer Cirincione at jenmatlak@
yahoo.com. 

poetry

he Westlake Porter
Public Library board
of trustees has decided
to seek a new vendor for the
café space in the library. The
space was previously leased
by Picc-a-Deli, which closed
as of Feb. 1. Picc-a-Deli operated the café at the library
since its inception in 2004.
Interested vendors
should submit a proposal to
the board by 4 p.m. on March
21. In addition, all prospective

café operators must attend a
pre-proposal meeting at 10
a.m. on March 7. Request
for Proposal packets may be
obtained from the Administrative Offices at Westlake
Porter Public Library, 27333
Center Ridge Rd. You may also
call 440-250-5451 to request a
packet.
According to library
administrators, many customers have expressed disappointment about the café’s
closure and interest in another
café operating at the library. 

BVEF Spotlight Series

Up For Grabs

SEED teacher
Carla Farrington

by Barbara Lahey, Bay Village

As February ends, and turns into March,
There’s something that I’d like to say:

by Jacquie Mayer

Winter BEGONE! With your snow and slush,
And your skies of endless gray:
Can I dare to hope that my wish will be granted?
Can I shed some layers of clothes?
I’d sure like to see some signs of Spring,
But the truth is, I suppose,
That as long as I live in Cleveland, Ohio,
No rhyme or reason or sign,
Will ever predict the weather;
Every guess is as good as mine!

I

n November 2012, the Bay Village Education Foundation awarded $10,650 in grants to innovative
educators in the Bay Village City school district.
Carla Farrington, a teacher in the SEED (Special Early
Education Development) Program that serves both
typical preschoolers and preschoolers with special
needs, received $320 for a digital camera for use in her
classroom. Her grant proposal also received the Golden
Award for projects serving students with special needs.
The project is an ongoing success, according to
Ms. Farrington. “The children love the camera! When
we are working on a project, we give everyone a job. The
job of the ‘photographer’ is a popular choice. Everyone
in the class can look through the viewfinder and push

SEED Teacher Carla Farrington with BVEF
Grants Committee Chairperson Ellie Bricmont
the button. It has been beneficial for the children with
limited language skills to participate and have such an
important role. The children are very proud of their
photographs. Plus the pictures are priceless!”
BVEF supports innovative programs and projects
created by Bay faculty, staff and students that are not
funded by tax dollars. For more information and to
donate, go to www.bayedfoundation.org, “like” the
BVEF page on Facebook, or simply mail contributions
to P.O. Box 40262, Bay Village, OH 44140. 

A caring, supportive, homelike environment
O’Neill Management
Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

To reach any of our facilities, call

O’Neill Management

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing • Therapy & Rehabilitation
Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

R

ecognized as one of the finest
heath care centers in Northeast
Ohio, Bradley Bay Health Center
believes in providing the highest quality
of life to its residents in a caring,
supportive, homelike environment.
We encourage the involvement of
family and community, and active

participation in a progressive
rehabilitation plan. Each resident has
the luxury and dignity of a private
room in a specialized area of the
center, whether it beO’Neill
an assisted
living
Management
Locally
owned
and
managed
suite, short-term rehabilitation
room,
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors
in the or
private nursing room,West
hospice
care,
Shore area since 1962.
a vacation suite for respite care.
To reach any of our facilities, call

O’Neill Management

Locally owned and managed by the John O’Neill family,
serving seniors in the West Shore area since 1962.
To reach any of
our facilities, call

(440) 808-5500

Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

WBVO_BradleyBay_13-3-5

More
stories online at www.wbvobserver.com
To reach any of our facilities, call

Bay Village

Bradley Bay

O’Neill Management

To reach any of our facilities, call

Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

Bay Village

HEALTH CENTER

North Ridgeville

Bay Village
An O’Neill Management
Facility

To reach any of our facilities, call

605 Bradley Road,Bay Village
(440) 871-3474
North Ridgeville
www.jtonm.net/bradleybay
Lakewood
Bay Village

North Ridgeville

North Ridgeville
Lakewood

Lakewood

North Olmsted

North Olmsted
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Westlake porter Public Library

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
by Elaine Willis

begins one week before each session.

nation to the club! All bricks provided.
Ages 6-13. Registration begins one week
before each session.

10:45 a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s
Sing and Dance! – Join us for a fun

Anime or Japanese culture? If you do, this
club is for you! Each month we watch
a different Anime series and talk about
our favorite Manga. Sometimes we even
throw in some crafts, Manga drawing or
Japanese treats just for fun! Grades 6-12
only. Registration not necessary.

receive a ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Sunday, March 10 (2-4 p.m.)
session of singing and dancing for chilWednesday, March 6 (10:15-10:45 Friends’ Sunday Sounds – The
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing Friends of Porter Public Library present Saturday, March 16 (3-4:45 p.m.) dren ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Space is
and Dance! – Join us for a fun session Ian Helsey and Friends performing Celtic Mad4Manga – Do you love Manga, limited, so please arrive early enough to
of singing and dancing for children ages
2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so
please arrive early enough to receive a
ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, March 6 (1-2:30 p.m.)
Cuyahoga West Genealogical
Society – Stuck on your genealogical research? Not sure how to get started? Stop by for a free Help Session!

songs. Free programs.

Monday, March 11 (4-6 p.m.) Teen
Lounge – Need a place to hang out after
school? Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge on
Monday afternoons! We’ve got computers,
video games, board games, snacks and
more! Meets only when Westlake Schools
are in session. Registration not necessary.

Tuesday, March 12 (7 p.m.) TuesWednesday, March 6 (4-5 p.m.) day Evening Book Discussion –
Books with Bella – What do you The March selection is “Room” by Emma
get when you bring children, dogs and
books together? You get happy, confident children who love reading! Stop
by the Youth Services Department each
Wednesday and sign your child up for a
15-minute reading time with Bella the
Bulldog! Bring your own book to share
with Bella or choose one of ours.

Donoghue.

Wednesday, March 13 (10:1510:45 a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s
Sing and Dance! – Join us for a fun
session of singing and dancing for children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Space is
limited, so please arrive early enough to
receive a ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Monday, March 18 (4-6 p.m.) Teen
Lounge – Need a place to hang out after
school? Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge on
Monday afternoons! We’ve got computers, video games, board games, snacks
and more! Meets only when Westlake
Schools are in session. Registration not
necessary.

Monday, March 18 (7-8:30 p.m.)
Monday Night Movie – Join us for
“Beasts of the Southern Wild.” Rated
PG-13. Please register.

Wednesday, March 20 (4-5 p.m.)
Books with Bella – What do you get
when you bring children, dogs and books
together? You get happy, confident children who love reading! Stop by the Youth
Services Department each Wednesday
and sign your child up for a 15-minute
reading time with Bella the Bulldog!
Bring your own book to share with Bella
or choose one of ours.

Wednesday, March 20 (5-6 p.m.)
Tween Book Club – Read a really
good book recently? Looking for suggestions? Then join us for lively discussions
about good books, audio, apps and more.
Snacks provided! Grades 5-8. Please register starting March 13.

Wednesday, March 20 (6:30-8:45
p.m.) Cuyahoga West Genealogical Society – “Our Favorite Genea-

Thursday, March 7 (7-8:45 p.m.)
Wednesday, March 13 (4-5 p.m.) Tuesday, March 19 (7-8:30 p.m.)
Baby Boomers’ Guide to Social
Books with Bella – What do you get Cleveland’s West Side Market: logical Websites Demo” by Jim Denham
Security – Find out what Baby Boomwhen you bring children, dogs and books 100 Years and Still Counting –
ers need to know about Social Security.
WestLife
5.084"x
Vertical
Taxel, co-author of a new book on and John Noble.
together? You
get happy,Ad:
confident
chil- 8"Laura
What is it? How and when do you become
eligible? How retirement benefit is calculated and more. Please register.

Friday, March 8 (10-10:45 a.m.)
Come Play With Me! – Open playtime with age-appropriate toys, songs
and rhymes. For children ages 2-5 with
a caring adult. Registration begins one
week before each program.

Friday, March 8 (4-5 p.m.) Let’s
Go Fly a Kite! – March is National
Kite Month. Come celebrate by making
your own newspaper kite! All supplies
provided. Ages 6-12. Registration begins
March 1.

Saturday, March 9 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.)
Crafts A Go-Go! – Come on in and
make a craft! We provide the supplies,
you provide the creativity. No registration
necessary. Meets in front of the Youth
Services Desk.

Saturday, March 9 (10:30-11:30
a.m.) Kids in Motion Sensory
Time – Join us for stories, activities,
music and more! Program consists of
a 30-minute storytime followed by a
30-minute social-sharing time for the
group. No registration required. Program is designed to engage children
with autism or other special needs/sensory challenges. Each child must have an
adult caregiver.

dren who love reading! Stop by the Youth
Services Department each Wednesday
and sign your child up for a 15-minute
	
  
reading time with Bella the Bulldog! Bring your own book to
share with Bella or choose one
of ours.

Wednesday, March 13
(7-8:30 p.m.) Proposal
Writing Basics – Learn the
steps of writing a thorough grant
proposal, from planning and
research to writing to following
up. Please register.

Thursday, March 14 (7 p.m.)
Non-Fiction Book Discussion – The March selection is
“Short Nights of the Shadow
Catcher” by Timothy Egan.

Friday, March 15 (11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m.) Connecting for Kids “Teach Me
to Play” – Experts from the
Cuyahoga Board of Developmental Disabilities will lead this
playgroup for children 6 years
and younger (siblings welcome).
Parents will learn how to help
their children play and interact
with peers through modeling
techniques. Children do not need
a formal diagnosis to attend.
Caregiver must stay in the room.
Please register at connectingforkids.org.

Saturday, March 9 (1-2:15 p.m.)
Connecting for Kids Parent Discussion & Facilitated Playgroup
– Participate in a discussion group led by Saturday, March 16 (10:30a pediatric expert while your children play 11 a.m.) Mother Goose
in a separate room with a CCBDD facili- on the Loose! – Join Mother
tator. You must RSVP for the playgroup
starting one month before each session
by calling 440-250-5563. Children do not
need a formal diagnosis to attend. Topics
listed at connectingforkids.org.

Goose for this interactive storytime featuring simple books,
rhymes, songs and movement.
For ages birth-3 years old with
adult caregiver. No registration.

Saturday, March 9 (2:30-3:30
p.m.) Brick Builders Club – Love

Saturday, March 16 (2:303:30 p.m.) Brick Builders
those LEGO bricks? Then bring your Club – Love those LEGO bricks?
ideas and imagination to the club! All
bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registration

Then bring your ideas and imagi-

the history of the West Side Market, will
talk. Please register.

Wednesday, March 20 (10:15-

To register for any of the programs,
please call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

Love Your Library?
Love Ice Cream?
Show your support!

Come to the Westlake Porter Public Library
Levy RENEWAL Campaign Kickoff Event!

Thursday, March 7

6 – 8 PM

Mitchell’s Ice Cream, Westlake
(26161 Detroit Road)

Please join us for an evening of ice cream*,
giveaways, and fun! Meet & greet the library
levy campaign committee,
and get the full scoop
about how you can help
support your library.
* Ice cream is BYOC
(Buy Your Own Cone).
But trust us, it’s totally worth it.

Paid for by
The Porter Public Library Levy Campaign
1533 Stone Court, Westlake, OH 44145
Laura May, Treasurer
info@westlakeporterlevy.com
www.westlakeporterlevy.com

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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ticipants traveled from as far away
as Wooster, Columbus and Falls
Church, Virginia.
Post-race festivities included
an awards ceremony and a pancake
breakfast. Proceeds will benefit Bay
Rocket Athletic programs. Major
race sponsors included ShurTech
Brands, RPM International and
Danco Metal Products. 

photo by DENNY WENDELL

B

Matt Spellman, Bay Schools’ athletics
and activities director, heads for
the finish line of the Bay Rocket
Athletic Booster’s SNOBALL Race/
Walk on Feb. 23, with his son, Connor,
navigating atop his shoulders.

ay Rockets Athletic Boosters celebrated the organization’s first-ever SNOBALL
Race/Walk and 1-Mile Fun Run
with 771 registered participants!
Bay Rockets Athletic Boosters trustee and
Top finisher and overall male
volunteer race chair Tim Brajdic and volunteer
winner was Stephen Benesh, age
announcer Kevin Nye present a plaque to the
33, from North Ridgeville with a
top female finisher, Bay High’s Maddie Britton.
time of 15:47.4 and overall
female winner was Bay High
School varsity cross country
and track athlete Maddie
Britton, 16, with a time of
18:07.3.
Coaches, students,
teachers and community
members of all ages participated in the run and the
Bay High Pep Band added
spirit on the chilly race-day
morning. Chaired by Bay’s
Tim Brajdic, the event drew
runners and walkers – and
even a few pooches – from
Bay Village and surrounding
communities. Some par- The Bay High School Pep Band warms up the crowd with upbeat music.

photo by Mike Strauss

by Anne Kerka

photo by Mike Strauss

Freezing temps add to fun
of inaugural Snoball Run

by Marge Widmar

O

n Presidents Day this year, 26
preschoolers participated in
“Fit, Fun, and Frolic” with Carli
Markiwitz from Morrison Dance Studio
and Young Audiences.
With perky music filling the room
at Westlake Porter Public Library, standing on an individual little circle mat, the
children:
• Stretched, wiggled, and touched their
heads, shoulders, knees and toes
• Learned what a choreographer does
and became focused
• Jumped, shook and shimmied and got
out all the sillies

• Ran and shook with a scarf to the
rhythm
• Floated like a feather in the wind
• Crept in slow motion
• Became un-inflated balloons and got
bigger and bigger and bigger
• Rocked and rolled as a guitar player
• Spun around until they dropped
• Moved to the middle into the pot,
wiggled with the heat, and one by one
popped into kernels of corn
Stretching, wiggling and moving to
the rhythm also could be seen among
the many adults and grandparents surrounding the circle of children. The program was sponsored by Porter Library
and Westlake-Westshore Arts Council. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS,
THEY HELP US GIVE THE
COMMUNITY A VOICE!

The Confident
Choice For
In-Home
Care.

Providing quality, affordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com
28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake

440-250-9733

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com
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Preschoolers frolic in the library

Carli Markiwitz shows preschoolers how to float like a feather during “Fit,
Fun & Frolic” at Porter Library on Feb. 18.

Free...Your Choice!

Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Kids, Teens
& Emergencies
Welcome!

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com
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Nature center
staffer achieves
important
milestone

A

lexis Schierman of
Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center in
Bay Village is the second
rehabilitator at the Center
and in the state of Ohio to
earn a Certified Wildlife
Rehabilitator distinction
from the International
Wildlife Rehabilitation

Schierman feeds an
injured pigeon.

BAYarts Annual Youth
Scholarship Show

Council. Schierman joined the
nonprofit Center
Alexis Schierman examines an injured Canada goose.
in 2012, working
with Director of
completed a campaign is a challenging exam for
Wildlife Rehabilitation Amy to create more space for those who wish to be seen
LeMonds, who earned the animal examination and as leaders in our field.”
certification in 2011.
care, greater storage and
Lake Erie Nature &
“The fact that Alexis access to technology and Science Center, located
chose to work toward this improved lighting and at 28728 Wolf Rd. in Bay
certification within her ventilation.
Village within the Hunfirst year in the profesWildlife rehabilitation tington Reservation of the
sion speaks volumes is an always-developing Cleveland Metroparks, has
about her dedication field, and the requirements been performing wildlife
and her promise in for becoming a practitio- rehabilitation at no charge
the years to come,” ner vary widely. The IWRC to the public since its
said LeMonds. “She certification shows that inception in 1945. Wildlife
is an ideal example the rehabber possesses rehabilitation specialists
of the high standard the knowledge and skill to are available to answer
of excellence Lake provide the highest qual- questions from 10 a.m. to
Erie Nature & Sci- ity care. To encourage the 5 p.m. daily by calling 440ence Center strives rehabber’s continuing edu- 871-2900.
to provide to our cation, skill and compeAfter hours questions
community, as the tence, certification renewal can be left on the 24-hour
recent renovation of is required every two years. voice mail or may be
our onsite Wildlife
“I am very proud of answered by visiting the
Rehabilitation facility Alexis for everything she Wildlife Frequently Asked
will attest.” In 2012, has learned over this past Questions page at www.
the nonprofit center year,” said LeMonds. “It lensc.org. 

Fun, fashion at BAYarts’ meet-the-artist events
by Karen Petkovic

A

s part of the new energy in BAYarts’ renovated gift shop, monthly artist visits
are a fun social event for friends and
art lovers. This month’s events will highlight
two artists who are new to the shop.
On Tuesday, March 12, 7-9 p.m., artist
Vimi Bhandar will present her colorful
Indian clothing and bags as part of a fun
Girls Night Out with Indian fare, fashion and
henna tattoos!
On Saturday, March 19, 2-4 p.m., jewelry
designer Deb Conway will feature an extensive collection of her “bling” with refreshments and music. Deb and her husband
Joe Conway’s gift made the shop renovation
possible. 

Vimi Bhandar’s colorful Indian
fashions will be available at
BAYarts’ Girls Night Out on
March 12, 7-9 p.m.

BAYarts will feature
Deb Conway’s jewelry
at a meet-the-artist
event March 19.

photos by Julie Cikra

by Kathleen Shields

9

Andriana Nativio won Best in Show for her
photograph “Breaking Through” at BAYarts
Annual Youth Scholarship Show. The exhibition
is open to the public through March 16.

Joey Nanni of Rocky River stands with his
piece, “Train of Thought,” an interesting
take on the theme of the exhibition,
“Transportation.” Joey won second place for
his age group.

Jacqueline Nalls of the Believe to Achieve
Academy stands with her piece, entitled
“Sunset Drive.”

Maple Leaf
goes
GREEN!
www.maple-leaf-landscaping.com

440-871-0584
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Cuyahoga County Public Library bay village branch

Upcoming programs at the Bay Village Branch Library
by Joyce Sandy

us for a lively discussion!

for a discussion.

A

Sunday, March 10 (2 p.m.)
TURN THE CORNER BAND –

Wednesday, March 20 (7
p.m.) KNOW YOUR NUMBERS
– Knowing your numbers is a key

lthough March came
in like a lion, spring is
on its way! Birds have
been spotted, and Daylight
Saving Time begins on March
10 – don’t forget to turn those
clocks ahead! And the library
has many things for you to do
with that extra hour! Join us for
book discussions, story times,
animal shows, computer fun,
and much more!
Ask us about the Toy Library
to help entertain your children
on a rainy day. Clean, safe toys of
your choosing will be delivered
to the library for you for a threeweek loan. A special program for
teens and young adults is happening on Monday, March 18, at
7 p.m. Those aged 11 to 18 who
are looking for a thriving career,
or just getting started will enjoy
“Is Manufacturing the Career for
You?” Learn about this up and
coming field, and how to get
your start here in Ohio. Please
join us for that program and the
following for all age levels:

This band will once again present a lively Irish celebration of
jigs, reels and ballads in honor
of St. Patrick’s Day.

Monday, March 11 (7 p.m.)
TURNING YOUR PICTURE
BOOK VISION INTO REALITY
– Come and listen, discuss and
review what makes a memorable picture book. We’ll address
audience, character, setting,
plot and voice. Bring your own
picture book text to work on and
possibly share. Instructor Lee
Carr graduated from Vanderbilt
University with a B.A. in creative writing and has worked
in marketing, web design and
freelance writing and editing.

Tuesday, March 12 (10
a.m.) EBOOKS – In collaboration with the Dwyer Memorial Senior Center, learn how to
download library eBooks with
Joe Salamon, Cuyahoga County
Public Library’s Internet Specialist.

thia Ozick. Please pick up the
book at the library and join us

Huntington
Playhouse
subscription sale
by Tom Meyrose

S

eason tickets and Flex Passes for the Huntington Playhouse 2013 season are currently on sale. The Playhouse has several
types of subscription packages available all at
reasonable prices.
There are a limited number of tickets available for the Thursday night subscription series.
With this series, patrons get two tickets for the
price of one full-priced ticket to each opening
night performance during the 2013 season which
includes the chance to attend an opening night
party to mingle with the cast and crew. Tickets
are reserved, meaning patrons will have the same
seats at every performance. The cost for this package is $120 plus a $5 handling fee.
The theatre is also selling Flex Passes for $102.
With a Flex Pass, patrons receive six admissions to
be used in any combination for any of the theatre’s
regularly scheduled shows on Friday and Saturday
evenings at 8 p.m. or our Sunday matinees which
start at 2 p.m. A $5 handling fee applies.
The 2013 Huntington Playhouse season starts
on June 6, with a production of the comedy “The
Fox On The Fairway” followed by “9 to 5: The Musical,” “Bell, Book & Candle,” “Swinging On a Star:
The Johnny Burke Musical Revue,” “I’ll Be Back
Before Midnight” and “The 1940’s Radio Christmas
Carol.”
To get information about ticket packages,
contact the box office at 440-871-8333 or email
the theatre at huntheatre@aol.com. 

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

the desk beginning Feb. 13.

Saturday, March 16 (11
a.m.) MOVIN AND GROCHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT OVIN – For ages birth-5 years.

to good health! Health screenings are a valuable tool used to
identify potential health issues
and promote wellness. Too often
these screenings are misunderstood. Join us for an informative
presentation and learn what is
available through the Cuyahoga
County Board of Health. Various
health screenings for adults will
also be offered.

Thursdays, March 7, 14, 21 your dancing shoes for some fun
and 28 (6-7:30 p.m.) TEAM movin and groovin to the music!
READ-A-BOOK – For grades
2-3. Children with identified MIXED AGES

Enjoy a story and then put on

ages 11 and up. Join other teens
and do what Teens At Bay Library
Enjoy – whether it be completing projects that serve the community, helping the library or
sometimes just hanging out and
playing video games. Snacks will
be served, so a permission slip
must be signed by a parent for
each student.

storytime designed for children
with different needs including
autism, Down syndrome, cognitive impairments and other
special needs or challenges.
The program includes a schedule board, double visuals and
sensory opportunities for the
participants as well as a halfhour socialization time following the program.

learning disabilities or who are
struggling with their literacy
skills and their parents can participate in activities with librarians and learning disabilities
specialists.

Saturday, March 9 (10:30
TEEN DEPARTMENT
a.m.) SENSORY STORYTIME
Tuesday, March 12 (3:30 –For ages birth-5 years and a
p.m.) ROUND T.A.B.L.E. – For caregiver. Join us for a sensory

Monday, March 18 (7
p.m.) IS MANUFACTURING
ADULT DEPARTMENT
Wednesday, March 13 THE CAREER FOR YOU? – For
Thursday, March 7 (7:30 (1:30 p.m.) BOOK DISCUS- ages 11-18. Looking for a thrivp.m.) THURSDAY EVENING SION – The March book title ing career choice? Come hear
BOOK DISCUSSION – “In the is “Foreign Bodies” by Cyn- information about manufacGarden of Beasts” by Erik Larson
is the title for March. Please join

the knowledge and experience
to get one of these positions in
Northeast Ohio.

turing companies, the careers
available, and how to access

Wednesday, March 13 (7
p.m.) IT’S A GUY THING – For
boys in grades 3-4. A good book,
a fun activity and food are part of
this laid-back program for boys
and their dads or an adult male
friend. Books will be available at

Thursday, March 7 (11
a.m.) G2P: WII BOWLING CHALLENGE FOR THE
YOUNG AND THE YOUNG
AT HEART – For ages 10 and
up. Whatever your age, show off
your moves – maybe you’ll win a
trophy! Alley-type snacks will be
served so bowlers under the age
of 18 must have a permission
slip signed by a parent.

Tuesday, March 19 (4 p.m.)
OUTBACK RAY’S AMAZING
ANIMAL SHOW – For families.
Outback Ray brings a variety of
exotic reptiles mammals, birds,
and bugs to this hands-on show.
He shares his love and passion
with the audience in a fun and
exciting way so you can have an
experience of a lifetime!
Please register for these programs by going online to
cuyahogalibrary.org, by calling
871-6392, or when you stop in
to see us at 502 Cahoon Rd. We
look forward to seeing you! 

March is MS awareness month in Ohio
by Mel Maurer

M

aybe you’re sitting watching TV or having dinner or
waking up in the morning
when you feel some tingling in your
arms or legs – as if they were asleep.
Maybe it’s sharp pain you feel – anywhere you have nerves – or it could
be the opposite and there’s no feeling
at all, just a numbness that won’t go
away. Or maybe your vision is blurred
or your speech is slurred or you have
never-ending fatigue.
For most people these symptoms
will just go away or be resolved with
medication or other treatments. However, for over 400,000 men, women and
children in our country (2.5 million in
the world), what they are experiencing
are the first signs of multiple sclerosis
– a chronic disease that attacks the central nervous system (brain, spinal cord
and optic nerves). In simplistic terms,
it damages the myelin sheath covering nerves causing, in effect, a short
circuiting of the nerve and the service
that nerve provides the body.
Those with MS experience a wide
range of temporary and/or permanent
damage. It sometimes attacks, does
some damage and then goes away. This
type is called “relapsing-remitting.”
This form makes it difficult to know if
a particular treatment is actually working – did the treatment work or did the
MS just go into remission? Another
type is “progressive-relapsing” with

the person gradually getting worse
with each new attack. And then there
is “primary (or secondary) progressive” which never goes into remission,
getting ever worse, taking more and
more functions from its victims. MS
can affect anyone, although women are
twice as likely as men to get it.
Celebrities with MS include
Annette Funicello who seems to have
primary progressive, Teri Garr perhaps with progressive-relapsing and
country singer Clay Walker with what
seems to be relapsing-remitting. The
only celebrity I ever met with MS
was David Lander (“Squiggy” on the
“Laverne & Shirley” TV show), who
works as a Goodwill Ambassador for
the National MS Society. But over the
45 years I’ve been involved with MS, I
have met hundreds of others with the
disease and learned of hundreds more,
as many have told me stories of friends
and relatives with MS.
Since there is such a wide range
of symptoms with MS, it’s sometimes
called the “invisible disease” especially
with those with relapsing-remitting
who do not seem to be afflicted even
while dealing with the residual damage
already done to their bodies and their
lives. MS, with the changing nature and
timing of its various attacks, brings an
ever present uncertainty – literally
never knowing from day to day how
you will be – and to make plans is to
accept they may have to be changed
due to possible new attacks.

It’s estimated that MS-related
health care costs are $10 billion a year.
While there is no cure, significant
advances have been made to treat its
symptoms and to slow its progression.
The sooner a diagnosis can be made,
the sooner treatment can be started
to hold the effects of MS at bay at least
for a while.
Ohio ranks near the top of states
with people with MS – so much so that
the month of March is MS Awareness
Month in our state, providing opportunities to get the word out on what MS
is, what it can do to you and possibly
bring people with symptoms to doctors
for early treatment.
It’s also an opportunity to thank
everyone that has donated to MS funding directly or through events such as
the Walk for MS or Pedal to the Point,
both of which have raised millions of
dollars over the years for research and
other help. Thanks to this research there
are now more drugs available than ever
to treat symptoms as a vaccine and cure
are sought.
I write a piece like this every
March, hoping that the next one I write
will include celebratory words describing how MS has finally been defeated,
as I know it will be some day. Until then
the fight goes on, fought by those with
MS and their families, and those like
you who read words like mine and care
enough to help those with the disease
with good thoughts, prayers, donations
and most of all, love. 
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Fish fry supports bay village city schools
‘The Boy Friend’ to be performed at Bay High March 21-23
Bay lacrosse
program
by Karen Derby

B

ay Village Lacrosse Association
will hold its seventh annual fish
fry Friday, March 15, from 5-8
p.m. at Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf
Rd. Dinner prices are $14 for a fish
dinner or $5 for a pizza dinner. Tickets
will be sold at the door.
Event proceeds will help fund
the group’s capital equipment drive,
support Bay Village boys’ and girls’
lacrosse programs, and provide
lacrosse scholarships to student athletes in need. The fish dinner includes
fried perch or shrimp, fries, coleslaw,
roll and a drink. The pizza dinner
includes two slices of pizza, a cookie
and a drink. Baked goods also will be
offered for purchase. Dine-in or carry
out is available.
Bay Village Lacrosse Association
was founded to initiate and support
student lacrosse programs. BVLA
currently offers lacrosse programs
to students in third- through- eighth
grades and supports the high school
programs. After three years as a club
sport at Bay High School, lacrosse
became a boys’ varsity sport in the
2008-09 school year. In spring 2012, a
high school girls’ club lacrosse team
was initiated. In spring 2013, there are
nearly 220 students participating on
lacrosse teams in Bay Village. 

I

f you love the
music and costumes of the 1920s,
you’ll love “The Boy
Friend,” which will be
presented by the Bay
High Thespians Thursday through Saturday,
March 21, 22 and 23, at
7 p.m. on the Bay High
Auditorium stage.
Catchy tunes
and period dancing,

on the Bay Village
City School District
website at: www.bayvillageschools.com/
TheBoyfriend.
The musical is
being directed by
accomplished stage
and film performer
Maryann Nagel, who
can be seen in the film
“Take Shelter” which
was filmed in Lorain
County and stars Jessica Chastain and

Michael Shannon.
She can also be seen
in the movie “Old
Fashioned” with Rik
S c h a r t ze n we l d e r
and Elizabeth Roberts in theaters this
fall. Ms. Nagel works
with the Cleveland
O rc h e s t ra , a n d
teaches and coaches for Playhouse
Square/Idea Centre.
She has been honored as a Kennedy
Center Artist as
Educator. 

Director for Bay
High’s production
of The Boy Friend is
Maryann Nagel, an
accomplished stage
and film performer,
producer and director.

PhotoS by karen derby

by Joanne Cahill

as well as the typical
comedic mix-ups that
come with false identities, make for a lighthearted, flapper-era
adventure!
General admission tickets are $7;
reserve seats are $10.
Tickets are available at
the door or by emailing eileen.meehan@
bayschoolsohio.org. A
list of the entire cast
and crew is available

Key players in Bay High’s March production of “The Boy Friend” are,
left-to-right, Katie Randazzo (Hortense), Sarah Beveridge (Mme.
DuBonnett), Jackson Brothers (Lord Brockhurst) and Lizzie Tomcho
(Lady Brockhurst).

Carter Cruse plays Bobby and Kate
Ramella plays Maisie in Bay High’s March
production of “The Boy Friend.”

Ashland University to host MBA
open house in Westlake

A

shland University’s master of
business administration degree
program will host an open
house on March 12 at its Westlake
Center at Corporate College, 25425
Center Ridge Rd.
The event, which is free and
open to the public, will begin at 6
p.m. The open house will help area
business professionals discover their
goals and develop a learning plan to
navigate a successful career. Those

attending will hear how Ashland
University’s customized learning
approach helps target the precise
knowledge, skills and competencies
needed to succeed in today’s business climate. Current MBA students
will also be on hand to answer questions about the program.
Those planning to attend the open
house are asked to make reservations
by calling 1-888-622-2527 or online at
www.ashland.edu/mba. 

IN coLLaBoraTIoN wITh BaLdwIN waLLace UNIversITY MUsIc TheaTre PrograM

exceptional
theater
delightful
escape
Tickets on sale now!

beckcenter.org
216.521.2540 x10

“It is a feel-everything musical.”

Book & Lyrics by
brIAn yorKey

~The New York daily News

~The New York Times

march 1 - April 21 / Studio Theater
Music by
Tom KITT

“A brilliant play…wacky and…outrageous.”

directed by
VIcTorIA buSSerT

The House
of Blue Leaves

By John Guare

Directed by Russ Borski

sTroNg adULT LaNgUage aNd TheMes

March 22 - April 21 / Main Stage

P r e S e n T e d b y S Pe c I A l A r r A n g e m e n T w I T h m u S I c T h e AT r e I n T e r n AT I o n A l ( m T I ) .

PreSented through SPeciAl ArrAngeMent with SAMuel French, inc.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Hiking Table
Mountain
by Audrey Ray

old. The Himalayas (Mount Everave you ever heard of est) in Asia are 40
a dassie? It is a small million years old.
animal that looks like The Rockies are
a fat hamster or small rabbit. 60 million years
Did you know that it is actually old and the Alps
closely related to an elephant? in Europe are 32
Apparently, its teeth are similar million years old.
to an elephant’s tusk and its feet I was surprised at
are also similar. I find it hard to how old mounbelieve the dassie and elephant tain ranges really
are closely related because the are!
dassie is about the size of an
Table Mounelephant’s foot. Dassies live tain is easy to
in rocky places and one of the spot from a displaces people see them is on tance because
top of Table Mountain, which it actually looks
is a place my family visited a like a table. It
couple of weeks ago.
has a flat top like
Table Mountain is in Cape a table. The top
Town and it is a 40-minute drive of the mountain A “tablecloth” cloud creeps over Table Mountain.
from where I live. Table Moun- is three kilometain is one of the New 7 Won- ters long or two miles long. The you can climb Table Mountain Cup Stadium, Robben Island really, really cold!
As we left, we realized that
ders of Nature! It is 260 million mountain is over 3,500 feet tall. in an hour or two but it can and the mountainside up close.
At the top, there are short we were so lucky to have gotten
years old. It is one of the oldest That is a lot shorter than Mount be a safety concern. In the
mountain ranges in the world. Everest. Mount Everest is over 1800s, South Africans wanted hiking paths and boulders to such a beautiful, clear day to
to find a faster and easier climb. My mom kept nagging take lots of pictures and see the
The Andes Mountains in South 29,000 feet tall!
America are 250 million years
I read in a guidebook that way to climb up the moun- us to be careful when we were sights. But I felt disappointed
tain so anyone could go up climbing close to the edge. that I didn’t get to see a dassie
it. It took almost 40 years There were no rules posted and I’m looking forward to our
of planning and building, about not climbing the boul- next trip up the mountain and
and finally the first cable ders and there were no park hope I see one then! 
car opened on Oct. 4, 1929. rangers in sight. Everyone Audrey Ray is a fifth-grader at
Today the cable car takes climbs. It was so much fun!
Bay Middle School, currently
about five minutes to get to
After we went for a hike, we living abroad in South Africa.
the top of the mountain.
ate lunch at a restauIn the cable car, some rant on the top of the
of the windows open and mountain. When we
the floor slowly rotates 360 were eating, we saw
degrees so you can see all a huge cloud moving
around as you go up. The over the mountain.
Irish Restaurant & Pub
view was spectacular. We The cloud is called
started taking pictures right the “tablecloth.” It
away. You could see the city looks like a white
of Cape Town, the ocean, tablecloth on top of
beaches, the 2010 FIFA World a table only it feels
Audrey Ray hikes Table Mountain in South Africa.

Greenisland
Will be celebrating

St. Patrick’S Day
on Sat. March 16

The meaning behind “Danny Boy”
by Dave Scullin

C

hances are, if you go
out to celebrate St.
Patrick’s day, somewhere you’re going to hear
the popular Irish song “O
Danny Boy,” a favorite on
that day.
Chances are also
very good that due to the
raucous crowd at the pub

you are in, you will only
hear snatches of the lyrics.
Impress your friends with
the following Irish info.
The Irish are known as
a joyous, fun-loving people.
But make no mistake,
“Danny Boy” is in fact a sorrowful, remorseful, lament.
One theory of the
meaning behind the song
suggests that it is set during

the potato famine. The lyric
“The pipes are calling from
glen to glen...” refers to
the bagpipes signaling the
people that the immigration
boat is here and it’s time to
say goodbye.
Danny boy is saying
goodbye, probably forever.
The woman to whom he is
singing the lament could
be his lover or perhaps his

Unity Spiritual Center

mother.
She knows that he
must go and she must
“bide.” She tells him if he
ever comes back, be it in
the summer or winter, she
will probably be dead (from
the famine) so he should
say an Ave Maria prayer
over her grave.
“O Danny Boy, I love
you so...” 

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Thu. March 14
Fri. March 15
Sat. March 16

Closed Sun. March 17

LENtEN SPEciaLS
EVEry FriDay
cead mile failte
“a hundred thousand
welcomes”

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am
Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices

25517 Eaton Way
JIM

MARIE

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.
PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer,

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

CORNED BEEF
& CABBAGE

620 Dover Center Rd. • 440-871-0899

For Your Spiritual Growth

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Doors open for
Lunch at 11:30
Dinner 4-9:30
JOiN US FOr OUr FaMOUS

all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

(off Columbia Rd.)

Bay Village • 440-250-9086

Photos by Brian Ray
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African penguins at Boulders Beach
by Evelyn Ray

Photos by Brian Ray

H

ow long can you hold your
breath underwater? I don’t know
how long I can but I know I can’t
do it for as long as the African penguin
can! An African penguin can hold their
breath underwater for two minutes!
That’s a very long time!
I went to Boulders Beach with my
family to see the penguins. While we
were driving we saw a Penguin Crossing warning sign which made me laugh
because I’m used to seeing Deer Crossing
signs not Penguin Crossing signs!
Boulders Beach has beautiful, soft
sand but I was surprised that it was not
a big beach. There are lots of gigantic
boulders on the beach and in the water.
I learned that the boulders are 540 million years old! Some of them are so
round that they look like giant balls that
are going to fall over. People were jumping off the boulders and into the water
but my mom wouldn’t let us jump. I did
get to climb on top of the boulders. I
climbed lots of them so I could see more
of the penguins.
I saw quite a few penguins, but I
didn’t see as many as I thought I would
because it was nesting time. Nesting time
is when the mom and dad penguins are
protecting their eggs from predators.
The predators out of the water are mongoose, dogs and cats. The predators in
the water are sharks, Cape fur seals, and
killer whales.
Do you know what African penguins’ nests are made of? The penguins’

A pair of penguins nest on a boulder.
nests are made out of their dried poop!
And the nests smelled horrible!
The African penguins are smaller
than I thought they would be. I was
careful not to get too close because
we were warned that they might peck
you. I couldn’t believe it, but I saw a
lady get pecked and it looked like it
hurt really bad.
It was too bad that the penguins
were nesting because I didn’t get to see
as many as I wanted to see walking on the
beach or swimming in the water. But I got
to swim in the water, and the water was
much warmer than the other beaches
I’ve been to in South Africa. The water
temperature at Boulders Beach was
20 degrees Celsius which is 68 degrees
Fahrenheit. The water temperature at
the other beaches has been as cold as
12 degrees Celsius which is 53 degrees

Fahrenheit! I can
tell you that that is
very, very cold to
swim in!
The African
penguin is an endangered animal. There
is a website to learn about the African
penguins and it helps you learn how you
can help save them. It is www.penguinpromises.com. One of the things I am
trying to do is when I order a drink at a
restaurant, I am trying to remember to
ask for the drink without a straw. Plastic
straws are bad for the African penguins
because they aren’t recyclable and
many end up in landfills or the ocean.
I hope that you check out this website
and think about how you can help the
penguins too.
After we visited the beach, we walked
to the Boulders Beach Restaurant. I was

shocked when I got a straw with my
drink. I felt horrible that they would serve
straws at Boulders Beach because they
are so close to the penguins. My plan is
to write a letter to the restaurant asking
them to stop serving straws with their
drinks to help save the African penguins.
I hope my letter works.
I hope to visit Boulders Beach again
when it is not nesting season because
then they might move around more. I
also hope if I eat at the Boulders Beach
Restaurant again that they don’t serve
drinks with straws anymore! 
Evelyn Ray is a first-grader at Normandy Elementary, currently living
abroad in South Africa.

BRIAN THOMPSON FOR

WESTLAKE COUNCIL WARD 2
Attorney at Law • Certified Public Accountant • Lay Minister
Resident of Westlake Ward 2 for
28 years...37 years of experience
in the public practice of law...45
years of experience as a Certified
Public Accountant...Several decades
of service as a Lay Minister...Has
attended Westlake City Council
meetings regularly for the past
two years.
Financial integrity...Has been
meeting the needs of people within
the areas of his expertise for many,

Cuyahoga Community College
Westshore Campus: The Smart Choice

many years...Works harmoniously
with other individuals in achieving
goals...Has represented clients before
all levels of government: Federal,
State, County and Local...Is
accessible to constituents because
he is self-employed...Member
of Governmental section of the
Ohio Society of Certified Public
Accountants
Telephone: 440-779-6613
askbriant@gmail.com

Paid for by Committee to Elect Brian Thompson for Westlake Council Ward 2, Patricia Hall Mobberly,Treasurer
27354 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, OH 44145.

PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2013 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

• Quality education and affordable tuition (less than $100 per
credit hour for Cuyahoga County residents)

Annual Moss Basket Clinic

• Transfer credits seamlessly to partner colleges and universities
in Ohio
• STEMM Focus: Science, Technology, Engineering, Math and Medical
#1 in the nation

#3 in the nation

More than 25

for associate degrees
conferred in health
professions and related
programs among
two year colleges

for associate
degrees conferred
in nursing
among two
year colleges

percent of all
Tri-C students are
focusing in health
career-related
studies

Sat. March 9 and
Sun. March 10
Register by Phone

Spring classes begin January 14, 2013

3984 Porter Road •Westlake

Westshore Campus | 31001 Clemens Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145

1-866-933-5183

13-2955 WS 4.625x7.25 4C Ad.indd 1

| www.tri-c.edu/westshore

Greenhouse

established 1924

10/26/12 2:48 PM

440-871-2050
www.deansgreenhouse.com
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Westerly students take traveling
Iditarod quilt on local journey

T

he Iditarod is a sled dog race that
takes place in Alaska. It is about
1,000 miles long! It takes about
two weeks to finish. The fastest time was
nine days! The 2013 Iditarod began on
March 2.
We are studying the Iditarod in Mrs.
Fisher’s third-grade class at Westerly School.
As part of our activities, we are hosting
an Iditarod quilt. This quilt was made in
Anchorage, Alaska, and made its way all the
way over here to Bay Village, Ohio!
Along the way, the quilt has visited
other schools in Oregon, Idaho, South
Dakota, Michigan, and finally, here in
Ohio. That was a total of 1,914 miles!! Our
class got to have this quilt for three weeks.
We did many projects with this quilt!
There are drawings on the quilt and good
sayings such as: “Leadership is Earned,”
“Every Bloom is Unique” and “It all starts

Westlake
PTA to
host Kiddie
Kloset kids
resale

with Puppies.” We decided to
take the quilt traveling.
We went on a field trip
to the Cleveland Musuem of
Natural History and took the
quilt with us to see Balto, the
very famous sled dog. Balto
is famous for carrying serum
that cures diphtheria (lung
disease) to Nome, Alaska, in
1923. We went to one of the
classrooms and had the lesson
about him. Then we went to
see the real Balto (taxidermy)
in the exhibit and took pictures with him and the quilt.
When it was time to go it was
bittersweet because we had a The Iditarod Traveling Quilt meets Balto at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History.
very fun day.
My class and I enjoyed having the
In addition to the quilt and the field and receiving letters from the mushers.
trip, we have built our own sleds and, Mushers are the people who drive the quilt and I hope the quilt will have many
using stuffed animals dogs, plan to hold sled. We also made books about caring more adventures with different classes all
our own race. We are also writing to for the dogs.
over the country. 

Photo by Martha Fisher

by Lily Pennock, third-grader at Westerly School

by Lorilynn Wolf

T

he Westlake Early Childhood PTA
(WECPTA) will hold its spring Kiddie
Kloset kids resale event on Saturday,
April 13, from 8 a.m. to noon. The event
will be held at Westlake High School, 27830
Hilliard Blvd. (Please note: Due to construction at the high school, the parking for the
sale will be on east side of the building. The
admissions entrance will be in the back of
the building.)

As an incentive to shop the Kiddie Kloset
early this year, everyone that pays for early
bird admission between 8-9 a.m. will be
entered into a drawing for a $50 Gymboree
gift certificate. The winner will be drawn at
9:15 a.m. and must be present to win.
The sale will feature gently used baby
items, kids clothing, toys, games, furniture and maternity clothes. The sale will
include more than 80 tables of merchandise – one of the largest kids resale events
in the area.

40th Annual Phil Bova
Baseball Camp 2013

Summer
Camps,
Activities, &
Pr
rams

og

To place an ad for your summer camps or
programs, contact Laura at 440-477-3556
or email laura@wbvobserver.com.

TeAm DisCounTs
sign up 10 or more
kids and receive
$35 off per camper!

June 17-21, 8:15-4 • Ages 7 -14
Experience Your Own Spring Training!
High School, College and Professional Instructors with
over 200 Years of Experience • Camp ratio 1 to 8
Every phase of the game will be unveiled:
Our staff will prepare your son for the next level!
Daily Games • Individual Drills

$235 per camper includes:

Named #1
Baseball Camp of
its kind in NE Ohio

Hot Lunch Daily • Camp T-Shirt & Hat • Written Evaluation
Individual Color Photo • Awards Ceremony

Westlake Rec Outdoor Baseball Field; 28955 Hilliard Blvd.
For Registration, Medical Forms and Discounts visit our Website at:

www.bovacamps.com or call 440-779-1390

Summer
Day Camp

2013 Summer Camp
June 10 - August 2

Flexible Scheduling and Extended Care Available

Preschool Ages 3-4

Kindergarten Prep

Developmental, Literacy-Rich Curriculum

Grades 1-6

Lego Camp, Filmmaking, Programming, Arts & Crafts,
American Girl Camp, Project Runway, Comic Books and much more...

They think it’s all about fun but we know better!
www.pembrokekids.com
32900 Pin Oak Pkwy

Admission is $5 for the early-bird preview from 8–9 a.m. and $1 for entrance from 9
a.m. to noon. Cash sales only. Please, no bills
larger than $20. Small bills appreciated at the
door. A bake sale will also be held during the
sale with proceeds benefiting a local Scout
troop.
For more information, go to wecpta.org/
kiddiekloset where you can also find a blog
to post questions. Or, direct inquiries to kiddiekloset@wecpta.org. Sorry, all tables for
this event are sold out. 

Avon Lake, OH

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

(440)933.3782

Parkside Preschool
and Child Care Center
June 10 - August 16

$150 Full-time • $115 Part-time
$30 Weekly Activity Fee
Completed Grades K-6
Daily Activities, Swimming,
Vacation Bible School
For info visit www.westlakenaz.org
(Corner of Hilliard and Clague)

440-333-6643

Bring this ad in and get a
$5 per week discount

Youth Boating
Program
Complete the
Ohio Boating
Education Class
Required for anyone born on or after
1-1-1982 to operate a powerboat
over 10 HP.
Hands on boating in PWC,
Power Boats, Sail, Kayaks, and Canoes.

Open to 6-8 grade students
Cost $10.00
Boating Education
May 4, 11, 18 • 9 am - 1 pm
On the Water
June 17, 24 & July 1

More information online at
www.spiritofamerica95.org/
cuyahoga./htm
The program is funded in part by a Safe Boating
Education Grant from ODNR - Division of Watercraft
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faith & spirituality

Master Stephen Co returns to
Unity, back by popular demand
by Terri Zajac

M

aster Stephen Co returns
to Unity Spiritual Center
March 14, back by popular
demand. A highly regarded master
in Pranic healing (which involves the
body’s own energy centers), Master
Stephen Co has a following among
spiritual teachers like Deepak Chopra
and Wayne Dyer, but is also respected
by many celebrities.
Actress Melanie Griffith said,
“Master Co is one of the most interesting and intriguing healers that I have
ever had the honor of being touched
by.” Actress Mary Steenburgen said, “In
a seemingly egoless way, he shares his
phenomenal knowledge and talent so
that others may benefit from all he has
discovered. I admire him very much.”
Even prolific author Marianne Williamson is a fan, saying: “After one session with Stephen Co, I felt undeniably
lighter, as though a mass of stressful
energy had been cleared away. When he
told me he had given me a 50,000 mile
tune-up, I absolutely believed him.”
Master Co is giving a full evening’s
workshop at Unity on unlocking the
keys to the Lord’s Prayer to awaken
the potential of the chakras (energy
centers) within the body. He will demonstrate how an ancient technique of
meditating on the Lord’s Prayer can be
a vehicle of spiritual empowerment,
forgiveness and physical and emotional healing. If you’ve never been in
Master Co’s presence, you’re in for a

energizing
and unforgettable
experience!
T h e
workshop
lasts from
7 p.m. to 9
p.m. and
Master Stephen Co
costs $29. It
will be held in Unity Hall, the elegant
new building on the Unity campus, at
23855 Detroit Rd. in Westlake, a block
west of Clague road. For tickets online,
visit www.unityspiritualcenter.com or
call 440-835-0400. Tickets will also be
available at the door.
If you want to see news programs
and videos on Master Stephen Co,
you will find them on www.masterstephenco.com and on Unity’s website. Master Co is co-author with Dr.
Eric Robbins of “Your Hands Can Heal
You,” a seminal work that gives stepby-step instructions on using Prana for
self healing.
More than 2,000 years old, the
Lord’s Prayer may have become stale
and rote in your life. You will experience it in a most extraordinary way
after this workshop with Master Stephen Co, a senior disciple and personal student of Grandmaster Choa
Kok Sui, the founder of Pranic Healing.
Master Co, who grew up in the Philippines, is also a degreed engineer, but
his life’s work has been in the healing
arts and he travels the world to bring
them to others. 

one senior’s opinion

Black Keys a bright reflection of
local music scene
by Dianne Borowski

A

t one time Akron was known as
the rubber city. Home of Goodyear Tires, the company provided economic stability to the area.
In 2009, Goodyear suffered some pretty
severe financial losses. As the company
strives to make a comeback, two local
musicians are putting Akron back on
the map again.
Dan Auerbach and Pat Carney,
known as the Black Keys, were childhood friends with a common interest,
music. Dan was captain of his high
school football team, a popular guy. Pat
was pretty much a loner. Although different in temperament, the two worked
well together.
They began jamming in Pat’s
basement. Pat was not a drummer but
caught on quickly. With Dan on guitar
and doing vocals and Pat on drums
the two recorded a demo of old blues
tunes. They received an offer from a
small indie label, Alive. They recorded
their debut album, “The Big Come Up”
in Pat’s basement in 2001. Subsequent
albums received critical acclaim.
Their big break came in 2010

with album “Brothers” and its lead
single, “Tighten Up.” Their 2011
release was “El Camino.” It was No.
2 on the Billboard 200 chart for that
year. I remembered reading about the
group in “Rolling Stone” two years ago
and wondering why I hadn’t heard
about them before. After all, I’m from
the Cleveland area and they’re from
Akron. According to “Rolling Stone”
these guys were good.
The 2013 Grammy Awards proved
the Black Keys have arrived. With six
Grammys and one for Dan alone for
non-classical Producer of the Year, the
group has become a presence in the
musical world, especially on the West
coast. I would like to hear the Black
Keys played more on Cleveland radio
stations.
These two young men from bluecollar backgrounds are talented and
dedicated musicians. They have made
a name for themselves in the world of
music. Their music is some of the best
coming out of this area. Their story is
another example of the talent to be
found in our little corner of the world
and proves to me that hard work and
commitment pays off. 
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Irish “Rose” applications
accepted now through March 21
by Brett Luengo

W

estlake’s Northern Ohio Rose
Centre is accepting applications from eligible young
women of Irish ancestry wishing to compete for the title of the 2013 Northern
Ohio Rose. This year’s Northern Ohio
Rose Selection Celebration will take
place at LaCentre on April 19.
The winner will be referred to as
the “Ohio Rose” when she travels to the
Rose of Tralee International Festival’s
“Regional Festival” in Portlaoise, Ireland,
in late May.

Once there, she will vie for an opportunity to advance to the International Festival held in Tralee in August. Her local
reign will continue throughout the year.
The application deadline is March
21 or until the limit of 25 confirmed
contestants is met. Requests for the 2013
Northern Ohio Rose application (including eligibility requirements) as well as
the 2013 Northern Ohio Rose contestant
sponsorship application form (for any
club, business or organization interested
in being matched with or sponsoring a
contestant) may be emailed to to inquiries@northernohiorose.com. 

Bay Athletic Boosters to hold
St. Patrick’s Day party and auction
by Kevin Nye

S

aturday, March 16, marks the date for
Bay Rocket Athletic Boosters’ firstever St. Patrick’s Day Party. The event
will take place from 6:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. at
Lake Erie Nature and Science Center in
Bay Village. Proceeds raised will directly
benefit Bay Village Schools athletics and
activities.
This event is a great way to bring the
community together. It takes place on a
Saturday night and it’s St. Patrick’s Day
weekend – why wouldn’t you want to go
to a great party?
The party will feature door prizes,
food catered by A Luncheon Time, a cash
bar and live music. Throughout the night,
numerous prizes will be raffled and auctioned off, including an iPad. In addition,
the event will feature a “wine pull.”
Event tickets are $60 per couple and
$35 for an individual. Each ticket purchased includes party admission, music,
food and two drink tickets.
This night is going to be so much fun!

Whether you’re 22 or 92, this event is worth
attending. Not only will it be a full night of
socializing and activities, but all of the proceeds will go directly back to support athletic
programs for the kids in our community!
Tickets are on sale and will be available to purchase online at www.bayrocketsassociation.org. If community members
are unable to attend and would like to
support the Bay Rocket Athletic Boosters’
St. Patrick’s Day Party with a donation,
event planners are still looking for contributed items of any kind, including gift
cards, vacation homes, sporting event tickets, services or unique experiences like a
dinner cooked in-home by a local chef or a
fishing expedition or other exclusive items.
In addition, iPad raffle tickets are currently on sale for $25 apiece – you do not
have to attend the event to buy an iPad
raffle ticket. The Athletic Boosters are only
selling 100 tickets for the iPad raffle.
If you have any questions or would
like to donate an item or service, please
email kevinnye410@gmail.com or call 440655-7838. 

Help Village Bicycle Co-op move
by Jennifer Smillie

W

e need volunteers to help us
build storage, move, and organize the shop in our new location on the ground floor of the Bay Community House on the following dates:
March 9, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Volunteers needed with experience
building storage; please bring any of the
following tools: tape measurer, circular
saw, drill, hammer, square, stud finder.
March 23, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Volunteers needed to help move
bikes and parts that we have had in stor-

age into the Community House. If you
have a van or truck to contribute to the
cause, that would be great!
Check www.villagebicycle.org
throughout the year to find out when we
will be hosting open shop hours. These
are times when people can stop by to
use the shop resources and learn about
bicycle mechanics and safety. Volunteers
are needed during open shop hours. If
you are interested in bicycle mechanics
or advocacy please contact jennifer@
villagebicycle.org to see how you can get
involved. 

LEPRECHAUN
Best Fish Fry in town!
Real Lake Erie Perch $10.95
Janka Pierogie Dinner $9.95
CHEF OPERATED KITCHEN - Open til 2 am daily

St. Paddy’s Day Party!
Open at 6am
Kegs, Eggs & Hot Corned Beef!
Bagpiper and Free Stuff!

15% oFF
your Check
Dine-In Only • Not valid with other offers
Expires March 16, 2013 (OBS)

24545 CENTER RIDGE RD. (between Clague & Columbia Rd.) 440-250-LOCO (5626)
PLEASE PROOFREAD
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Post your community group’s events for FREE at wbvobserver.com

March 5, 7-8:15 p.m.
Therapeutic Yoga
These classes are a mixed blend of therapeutic
Hatha yoga with modifications offered for all levels.
Yoga straps, blocks, chairs (if needed) and eye
pillows will be provided. Please bring your own
mat and a blanket. Expect to go at your own pace,
honoring what your body, mind and spirit need of
you in each moment. Cost is $10.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

ety in your child and debunk some common myths
about anxiety. Glover will teach parents strategies
to encourage healthy, child-appropriate coping
skills. Connecting for Kids is partnering with NAMI
Greater Cleveland and Porter Library to co-sponsor
this event. Childcare is provided but space is
limited. To reserve a spot for your child, visit www.
connectingforkids.org or email sarahrintamaki@
connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

“Unlocking the Treasure: a Bible Study for Moms
Entrusted with Special-Needs Children” by Bev
Roozeboom. Books will be available for purchase at
the first session or you can purchase your own online. Free professional childcare is available. Spots
are limited so please call the church to reserve
childcare space at 440-871-3088 or via email at
westlakeumc@westlakeumc.org.
Westlake United Methodist Church, 27650 Center
Ridge Rd.

March 5, 7:30 p.m.
League of Women Voters Regionalism Forum
Cuyahoga County Council member Dale Miller and
Ed Jerse, Cuyahoga County’s director of regional
coordination, will discuss how Cuyahoga County
can provide some services more effectively than
individual city governments, how competition
between cities may weaken us all, whether the
reduction in state funding makes it especially important to think regionally, and what functions are
best kept at the local level. Audience questions are
encouraged following speaker comments.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village

March 9, 4-7 p.m.
Pasta Dinner Fundraiser
All-you-can-eat dinner is rigatoni w/ marinara
sauce, meatballs (made from scratch!), salad,
desserts and beverages. Price is $8 for adults, $6
for seniors, $5 for youth 4 to 10 and under 3 free.
Carry-out available. Tickets at the door or call the
church office for reservations, 440-734-1040. The
church is accessible to the physically challenged.
Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and leaders of Troop and
Pack 204 are hosting this fundraising dinner for
Clague Road UCC.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

March 13, 12:30 p.m.
Health Benefits of Olive Oils
Anne Eren from the Olive Scene of Rocky River
will be the featured speaker at the Herb Guild’s
March program. Anne will discuss the beneficial
uses of cooking and baking with various kinds of
olive oils...how they enhance the flavors of foods
while keeping us healthy, with samples to share.
Everyone is welcome. For more information, call
440-899-0773. Program begins at 12:30 p.m., following the general meeting at 10 a.m.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

March 6, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Session
If you need help getting started or have come to a
“road block” in your path to finding your ancestors,
member volunteers of Cuyahoga West Chapter of
the Ohio Genealogical Society will be available to
assist you at the computer terminals. Please bring
a copy of your pedigree chart and relevant family
group sheets. Or, if you are just starting out, a
member will help you begin to organize and record
what data you currently have. Basic internet skills
required for this computer-based help session.
There is no charge for this service.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

March 9, 6:30 p.m.-midnight
Westlake/Bay Village Rotary Club Annual
Reverse Raffle
Please join the Westlake/Bay Village Rotary Club for
an evening of fabulous food and fundraising! Our
annual reverse raffle features a gourmet dinner,
top-shelf open bar and dancing for the evening,
plus a chance to win $2,000! Tickets are $150 per
couple. Sideboards and silent auction items are
also available. Proceeds benefit many local and
international charities, including local high school
scholarships, literacy initiatives, and Rotary International’s mission to eradicate polio worldwide. Call
440-250-2116 for information or tickets.
Ahern Banquet Center, 726 Avon Belden Rd., Avon Lake

March 8, 8 p.m.
“Almost, Maine” Opens at Clague Playhouse
On a cold, clear, moonless night in the middle of
winter, all is not quite what it seems in the remote,
mythical town of Almost, Maine. As the northern
lights hover in the star-filled sky above, Almost’s
residents find themselves falling in and out of love
in unexpected and often hilarious ways. Knees are
bruised. Hearts are broken. But the bruises heal,
and the hearts mend – almost – in this delightful
midwinter night’s dream. *Contains adult situations. Tickets: $16/adults, $15/seniors and students;
call 440-331-0403.
Clague Playhouse, 1371 Clague Rd., Westlake
March 9, 8 a.m.-noon
Westshore Mothers of Twins Spring Sale
Over 65 families selling gently used maternity, baby
and kid’s clothing, toys and equipment. Homemade baked goods for sale. CASH ONLY. $5 Early
Bird Admission, 8-9 a.m.; $2 General Admission, 9
a.m.-noon. For more information, visit www.wmotc.
org.
Rocky River Memorial Hall, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.
March 9, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Westlake Rain & Garden Show
The City of Westlake and the Westlake Watershed
Group’s second annual show features local vendors
and experts discussing organic vegetable gardening, rain barrels and gardens, organic lawn care,
composting and a moss basket clinic. Door prizes
and free kids crafts. See presentation schedule at
www.cityofwestlake.org.
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd.
March 9, 1-2:30 p.m.
Parenting Anxious Children
Liesl Glover, M.S., will discuss what anxiety in
children is and what it’s not. She will also talk about
how to recognize the signs and symptoms of anxi-

March 10, 1 p.m.
Breast Cancer Vaccine Research Luncheon and
Fashion Show
Please join The Daughters of Penelope for a
luncheon and fashion show fundraiser for Breast
Cancer Vaccine Research. Please call Elisa at 440835-1913 or Jan at 440-835-3809 for advance-only
tickets for $35.
St. Demetrios Cultural Hall, 22909 Center Ridge Rd.,
Rocky River
March 10, 4 p.m.
Music for Flute and Lute Concert
The WUMC Performing Arts Series presents in concert Concerts Doux, a chamber ensemble specializing in music from the Baroque and Renaissance
periods performed on the instruments of the time.
Andrea Vallejo Wead and Adam Wead formed the
ensemble in 2008 when they were both students
of the Early Music Institute at Indiana University.
Andrea is a performer of Renaissance, Baroque and
Modern flutes, and Adam is a specialist on plucked
instruments such as the lute and the theorbo. The
concert is free and open to the public. Free parking;
free childcare; a free-will donation will be accepted.
A reception will follow the performance. Call 440871-3088 for information.
Westlake United Methodist Church, 27650 Center
Ridge Rd.
March 12, 10-11 a.m.
Bible Study for Moms of Children with Special
Needs
Are you the mom of a child with special needs?
Whether diagnosed or not and whatever the
special needs of the child, you are welcome and
encouraged to attend this study as a safe place to
receive encouragement and support. This six-week
study will meet every other Tuesday from 10-11
a.m. beginning on March 12 and will use the book,

March 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
OpenOffice and Other Free Computer Programs
At Northeast Ohio Personal Computers’ March
meeting, Bruce Brockman will discuss tips for OpenOffice as well as a description and comparison
to the “pay-for” program. Bruce will also talk about
office suites, e-mail clients, security, personal productivity, voice and video, media players and photo
editing. Questions can be asked before, during and
after the presentation. Attendees will receive a DVD
that will have the executable files of the programs
discussed in a form to install as well a video version
of the entire presentation. Come for refreshments
at 6:30, program at 7:00 p.m. This program is free
and open to all. For additional information, go to
www.neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
March 16, 8 a.m.-noon
BVECPTA Kids and Baby Resale
Come early for the best selection of gently used
(and sometimes new!) children’s clothes, toys and
gear. Stop by the bake sale for breakfast goods and
yummy treats! Shoppers with strollers are welcome.
$5 early bird admission, 8-9 a.m.; general admission
$1, 9 a.m.-noon.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.
March 16, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Easter Bunny Hop
This annual event features a visit with the Easter
Bunny, stories with the Bay Library and crafts! Free
for Bay Village residents.
Community Gym (west entrance doors of Bay Middle
School, 27725 Wolf Rd.)
March 16, 7-11 p.m.
Demon Green Bash
Join the Westlake Athletic Development Foundation as we raise the funds needed to install a
state-of-the-art, artificial playing surface in the
WHS stadium. Your $50 ticket includes beer, wine
and heavy appetizers. The evening also features
live music by the Screaming Armadillos, games of
chance and a reverse raffle. Tickets are available
at the WHS Athletics office and Lehman’s Deli, by
calling 440-821-9181 or online at www.westlakeadf.
org.
St. Demetrios Cultural Hall, 22909 Center Ridge Rd.,
Rocky River
March 19, 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Tuesday Morning Talkers Toastmasters Club
Open House
Do you have a fear of public speaking? Want to
think faster on your feet? Interested in honing your

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

The westside’s housepainter
for over 35 years!
Interior • Exterior

Professional Pet Care Services
“We take the
Personal In-Home worry out of
Pet Care
being away”
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

www.neubertpainting.com

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

March 20, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Cuyahoga West Chapter, Ohio Genealogical
Society
Chapter president Jim Denham and treasurer/webmaster John Noble will be “visiting” some old and
new favorite genealogical websites. Their annual
online demonstration is always a popular program.
The meeting is open to the public, free of charge.
Social time, with refreshments, is from 6:30-7 p.m.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
March 21, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Meet and Greet with Therapists, Programs and
Camps
More than 60 west side pediatric professionals
will be represented at the Connecting for Kids
Meet and Greet. The event is designed especially
for parents of children with special needs and
developmental delays that need to look beyond
the traditional sport and day camp programs. The
Meet and Greet offers one-stop shopping for parents to find the right fit in therapists, after-school
programs and summer camps. Visit with the staff,
discuss services, explore program options and find
out how your child’s development can be further
enhanced. The free event is open to the public. For
more information, visit www.connectingforkids.
org or contact Sarah Rintamaki at 440-250-5563 or
sarahrintamaki@connectingforkids.org.
Rocky River Memorial Hall, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.
March 22, 9 a.m.-noon
Beyond Pesticides: Creating Safe and Affordable Organic Lawns and Playing Fields
Join us for this informative FREE comprehensive
seminar for how to transition to an organic turf
program for your lawn or playing field. This seminar
is for everyone who maintains grass turf, from private residents to institutional grounds managers.
Registration at 8:30 a.m. or register in advance by
contacting Barry Zucker, Beyond Pesticides Ohio,
at 216-371-3263 or email beyondpesticidesohio@
gmail.com.
Rocky River Memorial Hall, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.
March 22, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Communication Temptations: How to Get Your
Kid to TALK!
Ellen Spear, M.A., CCC-SLP, from Lakeshore Speech
Therapy, will lead an interactive discussion about
how to tempt children to use their words. This
will include strategies to improve communication
with your preschooler. The objective is to increase
parent knowledge of simple and straightforward
language-enriching activities they can do at home
with their child. Connecting for Kids and the
Westlake Porter Public Library are co-sponsoring
this event. Childcare is provided but space is
limited. To reserve a spot for your child, visit www.
connectingforkids.org or email sarahrintamaki@
connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

★★NOW YOU CAN★★

RENT-A-HUSBAND
Painting
Handy Man Services
Wallpaper Removal
And all of those jobs and repairs that you
never had the time or talent to do yourself!
Building Code Violation Corrections

Call Rich Toth at

Ray the Lamp Guy
Retired Bay Bus Driver
Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com

March 20, 11 a.m.
Westlake Garden Club General Meeting
Celebrate the beginning of spring with a tour of
the LBMS Vivarium. Lunch will be provided by
Lee Burneson. Meeting begins at 11 a.m., the tour
begins at 1:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Please RSVP to 440-892-0189.
Lee Burneson Middle School Vivarium, 2240 Dover
Center Rd., Westlake

440-777-8353

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other
special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

216-529-0360

leadership skills? How about meeting new people
that will challenge you to succeed in a supportive
atmosphere? Toastmasters can help you meet your
objectives! Join us for an Open House, all guests are
welcome. Light refreshments will be served. This
club meets Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

(no chandeliers please)

A proud member of the Bay Village community

440-871-4389

