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See snowmen from
around town, p. 14

Community News & Views Written by the Citizens of Westlake & Bay Village • Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

Westerly students make,
sell BBQ dog bones for a cause

Andrew Mangels receives
chamber service award

by Grace Zoller
and Celia Feiszli,

by Mark Boepple

third-graders at
Westerly School

W

e
are
making
BBQ dog bones
to make a difference! Making
dog bones is
part of our economics class in
Mrs. Thomas’
room. For almost
s e ve n ye a r s,
Mrs. Thomas’
classes have
been making dog
bones as part of
their economics
lesson. Our class
Grace Zoller and Celia Feiszli show off the homemade BBQ bones.
is learning to be
entrepreneurs
thing lives. It is a safe, no kill shel- bones are barbeque. We are sell(one who starts a business). Mrs. ter. We learned all about it from ing them for $1.25 for a bag of
Thomas and Mrs. Davis’ classes Mr. Glasmire, our head custodian. two. If you want to order some,
are making the dog bones this At school, he collected dog and cat the orders are due Jan. 11. Feel
year at Westerly School in Bay things because the sanctuary just free to contact us at WestonVillage.
rescued 36 puppies from a puppy woofsinc@gmail.com. When you
When people buy the dog mill. We wanted to help too.
order, you have to pick up your
bones they will be helping make
We are making the dog bones homemade dog bones at Westerly
a difference. We will donate our on Jan. 11 at school with lots of School. We can’t wait to see how
profit to the Island Safe Harbor parent helpers. Some students many dog bones we can sell and
Animal Sanctuary in Port Clinton. even get to bake more batches how much money we can donate
A sanctuary is a place where some- at home. The flavor of the dog to the animal sanctuary! 

Annual Bay Schools fundraising event
set for Jan. 27
by Jacquie Mayer

T

he Bay Village Education Foundation will
host its popular annual fundraising event,
“Creating Opportunities,” at Arrabiata’s Italian Restaurant in Bay Village on Sunday, Jan. 27,
from 5-8 p.m. Featuring one-of-a-kind silent auction items, door prizes, and the exciting “Wheelbarrow for Education” raffle, this unique affair
typically sells out.
The cost of a $60-per-person ticket ($30 of
which is tax-deductible) includes an open bar, a
fabulous food buffet and dessert; all benefiting
Bay Village Education Foundation President Scott
BVEF and its mission to support excellence in Bay
Best, left, and trustee Dwight Clark announce the
Village Schools.
winners of the silent auction at last year’s BVEF
Ticket and event information can be found fundraiser at Arrabiata’s Italian Restaurant.
on the BVEF website, www.bayedfoundation.org;
tickets may also be purchased by emailing bayed- provides funding for grants and awards to support
foundation@gmail.com, or calling 440-892-3925.
innovative projects and programs in the Bay Village
BVEF is a non-profit organization that strives to schools. In cooperation with the Bay Village Kiwanis,
enhance the learning opportunities already available BVEF provided over $12,000 in grants and awards in
to Bay Village public school students. Each year, BVEF November 2012. 

A

t the annual
West Shore
Chamber of
Commerce December meeting/holiday party, Andrew
Mangels was presented with the
Hugh L. Dawson
Se r v i c e Aw a rd .
Andrew is the
Director of Westlake Porter Public
Library and has
been a member of
the Chamber since Andrew Mangels receives
the West Shore Chamber of
moving to Westlake
Commerce Hugh Dawson Award.
six years ago.
He also serves
year.
as co-chair of the ChamJoining the resource
ber’s Education Commit- sharing consortium, Search
tee which is responsible Ohio and Ohio Link, has
for giving out scholarships added millions of items to
to Westlake and Bay high the collection from public
schools students, bestow- and academic libraries
ing an annual Student all over the state with just
Achievement Award to an the click of a button, and
employee or volunteer of a partnership with nona Chamber business, and profit Connecting for Kids
coordinating people from has resulted in $33,000 in
the business community grant funding from the
to speak to high school Cleveland Foundation and
students and share their Nordson Corporation for
career stories.
the purpose of providing
The award was pre- programs and support for
sented to Mr. Mangels by families with children who
last year’s recipient, Mayor have special needs.
Andrew’s volunteer
Dennis Clough, along with
activities
include serving
a proclamation that began
“Andrew Mangels has been on the board of the Westone of the biggest promot- lake Baseball League and
ers of Westlake, Cuyahoga coaching girls and boys
County and Northeast Ohio soccer, basketball, baseyou will meet.”
ball and softball. He is a
Through his position member of Kiwanis and
at Porter Library and his coordinates Field Day for
many volunteer activities, the Hilliard Elementary
Andrew has been heavily PTA.
involved in the Westlake
After being presented
community.
the award, Mr. Mangels
Porter Librar y is spoke briefly about how
known as one of the best important community is
libraries in the country. In and how he and his family
2012 the library expanded have felt welcomed since
services and built partner- their first day in Westlake
ships without increasing and how he is “honored to
the budget. In order to receive the Hugh Dawson
better serve the needs of award and
the community, the library be in such
has begun staying open good comlater on the weekends and pany with
will be open on Sundays in past recipthe summer beginning this ients.” 
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JOIN IN WITH OVER 500 CITIZEN WRITERS!

WRITE ABOUT YOUR
WESTLAKE & BAY VILLAGE

Take pride in your community; take part in your community newspaper!
We’re calling for news and information from our residents, civic groups,
community organizations, booster groups, schools, churches
and more in Westlake and Bay Village.
Write stories, announce events or take photos.
You don’t need experience – if you see something of interest,
write about it or take a picture and send it in!
It’s fun and easy to be part of
this community project!
Sign up today in the
online newsroom at
www.wbvobserver.com
WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE

I

am a history buff. Ever since I can
remember, I’ve always had a fascination with the past. So when it came
time to find volunteer opportunities
to satisfy Westlake High School’s community service requirement, I knew I
wanted to do something that I love, and
that would keep my interest.
One day last spring, my mom found
an article in the Observer describing the
Westlake Historical Society and its many
opportunities for volunteers. The article
was entitled “Do You have A Heart For
History?” It was as if the article was written specifically for me!
After reading the article, I called
Lysa Stanton, the president of the society. What was going to be a 15-minute
interview turned into a two-hour discussion of our mutual passion for history.
That initial meeting led me to where I
am today, an active volunteer for the
Westlake Historical Society. I found a
place where I can enjoy history, help to
preserve it and share my passion.
On the first day with Lysa, my
education on the history of Westlake
began. I spent those early hours reading
through various books and pamphlets
about the first settlers of Dover Township, of the Western Reserve(the area’s
original name) and became familiar with
the names of Leverett Johnson, Leonard
Porter, Joseph Cahoon, Jedediah Crocker,
Asher Cooley, Abner Smith and Robert
Clague.
The Westlake Historical Society
operates the Clague House Museum

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

WESTLAK

WINNER

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a locallyowned news source published biweekly.

QUESTIONS - staff@wbvobserver.com
440-409-0114

The mission of the Westlake | Bay Village
Observer is to inform, involve and energize the
community through citizen participation of
500+ community writers.
We encourage residents of all ages in Westlake
and Bay to join in and share stories, photos, and
information about our great communities.
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We do not accept payment for the inclusion of
articles.
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The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal
community newspaper and website written by,
for and about the residents of Westlake and Bay
Village, providing perspectives and information
about topics and events in our community.

I

Westlake High School

located at 1371 Clague Rd., on the original property of the Clague family. For
the next step in my historical education,
Lysa gave me a tour and described the
relevant historical objects that are contained within the Clague house. Each
object is defined through the telling of
family stories. I love to interact with delicate objects from the past, as they touch
my imagination and make me wonder
about life back then.
My experiences volunteering for the
historical society have been varied. I’ve
been able to work with historical wedding dresses and have documented old
photographs. I assisted on an interview
with a local resident. I have helped set up
for the annual antique show. I have even
weeded the garden.
But my most rewarding activity so
far has been giving personal tours of the
Clague House Museum, while dressed
in period clothing. By dressing up as an
early 1900s school teacher, I really felt
like I was from that time period and was
able to make a direct connection with the
past. Other events for which I’ve volunteered include the Fourth of July picnic
and the Halloween Kids Fest.
I thoroughly enjoy learning about
Westlake’s rich history and its evolution from several families to over 30,000
residents. Every time I spend a couple of
hours at the museum, I learn something
new. My experiences as a volunteer have
been very rewarding. I would encourage
anyone, young or old, who shares a passion and natural curiosity for the history
of our community to either join and/
or volunteer at the Westlake Historical
Society. 
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by Morgan Hansen, sophomore at

Over 500 citizens
have contributed to
the Observer
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High school history buff

The views and opinions expressed in this
Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be
publication do not necessarily reflect the views and sent to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full
opinions of the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff. contact information.

Observer Guidelines
Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village
is encouraged to contribute.
• Aim for 300-500 words.
• Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure
accuracy.
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy
others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
• Be respectful of others.
• Write for the community. The Observer’s focus is on
the people, news and events of Westlake and Bay
Village.
• Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through
WRITERS
Jeff Bing
Mark Boepple
Kim Bonvissuto
Amy Brediger
George Christ
Celia Feiszli
Morgan Hansen
Dave Kich
Pam Kilpatrick

Linda Lamb
Heidi Langer
Jan Litterst
Carol Masek
Jacquie Mayer
Betsy McKinney
Roger McKinney
Tom Meyrose
Tim Moon
Karen Petkovic

Gail Robinson
Joyce Sandy
Dave Scullin
Kathleen Shields
Jean Smith
Lysa Stanton
Eileen Stockdale
Carla Renick
Kristi Vaughn
Eileen Vernon

editors who review stories for spelling and grammar.
We try to keep the news as “unfiltered” as possible,
but may edit length and content if necessary.
• Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal or
business relationship with the subject of your story,
let your readers know.
• Don’t write stories solely to promote your business –
that’s what ads are for.
Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice
or help with topics, content or the submission process.
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories &
photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2
megabytes in size. If you have questions, contact us at
staff@wbvobserver.com.
Elaine Willis
Lorilynn Wolf
Terri Zajak
Grace Zoller
Tara Wendell

PhotographY
Mark Boepple
Nancy Heaton
Heidi Langer
Dave Pfister
Kathleen Shields
Kristen Thomas
Denny Wendell

ALSO HELPING
Karen Derby
Shawn Salamone
Marge Widmar
Kathy Winzig

Represent your business or service in the award-winning WBV Observer.
For advertising rates and details, CALL LAURA AT 440-477-3556
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Introducing

Your Birth,
Your Way

at St. John Medical Center

The birth of a baby is a precious time and a joyous event, and our Family Birth
Center is here to guide and support new mothers every step of the way.
Now, with our new “Your Birth, Your Way” program, we offer options plus a
healthy dose of pampering to make this a wonderful and personalized experience
for you, your baby and your family.
From a traditional delivery to a natural birth in our Holistic Birthing Center, we
offer a variety of choices combined with comprehensive, compassionate care.
Whatever you choose, you can be assured that you and your newborn will be
cared for by an experienced, caring team of obstetricians, midwives, pediatricians
and nurses who always keep your safety and comfort in mind. For a tour of our
Family Birth Center call 440-827-5093 or for a copy of our “Your Birth, Your Way”
brochure, call 440-827-5148.

Consumer reports health care recognition for
quality excellence:

STJOHNMEDICALCENTER.NET

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westlake Garden Club
installs officers for 2013

The Village Foundation
announces annual campaign
by Eileen Vernon

by Jean Smith

T

he private room at Houlihan’s
Restaurant in Westlake had a festive air on Dec. 20, as the Westlake
Garden Club celebrated the holidays with
a luncheon and installation of officers for
2013. The new board consists of: Regina
McCarthy, President; Bill Hock, 1st Vice
President; Jean Smith, 2nd Vice President; Marie McCarthy, Treasurer; Sally
Knurek and Marge Emblom, Recording
Secretary; and Claire Evangelista, Corresponding Secretary.
Following the installation of officers
and lunch, the group was entertained
by Cleveland violinist Mary Beth Ions,
performing her solo show, “Violin: Up
Close and Personal.” In addition to being
an accomplished musician, she has a
wonderful, outgoing personality. She
delighted the club members and guests
with holiday music, old standards and
some classical pieces. In between songs,
she gave an entertaining monologue
about herself, other people and amusing events.

Violinist Mary Beth Ions entertained
guests at Westlake Garden Club’s
holiday party in December.
The Westlake Garden Club celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2013 with
several events in the planning stages,
including a luncheon in September. The
club’s first meeting of the new year will
be on Wednesday, Feb. 20, at 11 a.m.
at Westlake Porter Public Library. The
speaker will be Ron Zayac from Canterbury Creek Gardens. Guests are always
welcome. 

A letter has been sent to every
family in Bay Village asking each
household to make a donation this
year, to demonstrate support for the
many projects being planned for the
village. Please send a contribution
to: The Village Foundation, P.O. Box
14022, Bay Village, Ohio 44140 . Contributions can also be made online at
www.thevillagefdn.org. Every dollar
makes a difference.
Each year your generous support
makes it possible for the Village Foundation to offer grants to Bay Village
nonprofits for worthwhile projects.
The volunteer trustees of the Village Foundation are deeply grateful
for your generosity in 2011-12 that
allowed the Foundation to fund the
following initiatives:
• Game On: This program
serves Bay Village children.
Funding is for a program that
allows individuals with autism
spectrum disorder to practice
social techniques in a safe
environment
• Fashion Forward: The funding will be used to buy new
clothing at a discount on a year
around basis to provide for Bay
Village families in need.
• Normandy School: The
funds allowed the school to

purchase an outdoor composter. The children started composting their healthy snack
waste.
• Meals on Wheels: The funds
assist the program that provides Bay seniors who are not
able to shop for and prepare
their meals, with two nutritious meals a day.
• Fontbonne Home: Funds
will be used to assist in the
purchase of a new vehicle for
the five individuals with developmental disabilities that live
there.
• BAYarts: The fifth and final
annual grant completed the
beautiful Village Foundation
Welcome Garden at the Fuller
House on the BAYarts campus.
Bronze memorial plaques were
installed on the walkway in Cahoon
Park to recognize James Redinger,
Miriam and Ivan Shepard, Joan
Hirsh and Betsy Ross Martin for their
tireless, lifetime devotion to family
and community. Ms. Hirsh was honored for her work in the community,
especially with the League of Women
Voters.
We awarded $4,000 in college
scholarships. This year, the first
annual T. Richard Martin Scholarship
was awarded to Julia Mosier of Bay
High School. 

Westlake Garden Club’s officers for 2013 are, from left, Bill Hock, Jean Smith,
Sally Knurek, Claire Evangelista, Regina McCarthy and Marie McCarthy.

Library receives grants from
local foundations
by Elaine Willis

W

estlake Porter Public Library
and Connecting for Kids
have received a total of
$33,000 in grants from the Cleveland
Foundation and Nordson Corporation
Foundation to provide education and
support to families with questions and
concerns about their child’s development.
The Cleveland Foundation’s
$23,000 grant to the library will fund
Connecting for Kids programming
in 2013, including Parent Discussion
Groups on topics related to childhood development, Music Therapy
and More, Teach Me to Play and Kids
in Motion Sensory Storytime. All programs will be provided free of charge
at Westlake Porter Public Library.
In addition, the Nordson Corporation Foundation has given the
library and Connecting for Kids
$10,000 to offer additional sessions
of Music Therapy and More and Teach
Me to Play. Both programs are handson parent training classes that teach
parents how to use music, positively
discipline and foster play skills in their
children. The funds will also be used to
train staff to work with children with

developmental delays and to purchase
special toys for use in the library’s
“Kids in Motion Sensory Time” programs. The “Kids in Motion” programs
are designed to engage children with
autism or other special needs/sensory
challenges.
“We’re grateful to the Cleveland
Foundation and Nordson Corporation Foundation for enabling us to
provide programming and services to
this group of families and children,”
said Library Director Andrew Mangels.
“These grants ensure that we will
be able to offer a full range of highquality, free programs to help families
whose children are struggling,” said
Sarah Rintamaki, Executive Director
of Connecting for Kids. “These therapy
and parent discussion groups are an
excellent way for us to make contact
with west side families and introduce
them to the broad array of resources
that Connecting for Kids offers to
assist them in putting into place the
best possible development plan for
their child.”
For more information on the
grant-supported programs please visit
connectingforkids.org or the library’s
online calendar at signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

Earn a Bachelor’s or Master’s Degree
in Social Work at UA Lakewood.

You can start your journey toward a bachelor’s or master’s
degree in social work at UA Lakewood – or complete
your studies if you already have an associate’s degree.

REGISTER NOW!
Call 216-221-1141 for an appointment with an adviser.
Visit lakewood.uakron.edu for course listings.

UA Lakewood is located on the first floor of the historic Bailey Building
at 14725 Detroit Ave. in the heart of Downtown Lakewood.
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Win $100,000 or
one of 39 other
great prizes.
1

All proceeds to benefit the
Heart Centers at Fairview,
Lakewood and Lutheran Hospitals.

Grand Prize:
$100,000 Cash

2 24-Month Lease:

C70 Volvo Convertible,

arranged by
Westside Automotive Group

3 24-Month Lease:
Mazda CX7,

arranged by
Westside Automotive Group

4 $10,000 Cash
5 Harley-Davidson
Motorcycle,

arranged by
Lake Erie Harley-Davidson

6 European

Mediterranean Cruise
for Two from Barcelona

7 $5,000 Cash
8 7-Night All Inclusive
Trip for Two to
Cancun, Mexico,

donated by
Dr. E. Dean Nukta

9 7-Day Trip for Two to
Waikiki, Hawaii

10 Channel Set Diamond
Hoop Earrings,

Saturday,
February 16, 2013

arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

11 $3,000 Cash
12 7-Night Canadian

Cruise for Two from
New York

13 Diamond Cluster
Pendant,

arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

14 7-Night Caribbean
Cruise for Two

Early Bird Raffles:
Two $1,000 Winners
The first raffle will be drawn
from entries received
by December 14, 2012.
The second raffle will be drawn
from entries received
by January 18, 2013.
All early bird winners will be eligible
for prizes to be drawn at the event.

15 5-Day Trip for Two to

California Wine Country

16 $2,000 Cash
17 5-Day Trip for Four to
Walt Disney World

18 5-Day Golf Package

for Two to Hyatt Grand
Cypress, Orlando

19 $2,000 Cash
20 Stock Your Cellar with
100 Assorted Wines,

arranged by
Rozi’s Wine House

21 $1,500 Cash
22 Weekend Getaway for
Two to New York City

23 3-Night Trip for Two to

Raffle tickets can
be purchased for
$100 each or 3 for $200.

Las Vegas

24 $1,500 Cash
25 Treadmill and

Workout Essentials,

arranged by Health & Fitness

26 His/Hers Movado
Watches,

arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

For more information or to register,
visit www.straightfromtheheartevent.org
or call 216.476.7061.

27 $1,000 Cash
28 $1,000 Travel Voucher
29 Weekend Getaway for

5

Calling all middle school bands!
by Tim Moon

O

n March 22, School of Rock will
host the Middle School Battle
of the Bands at Bay Middle
School, 27725 Wolf Rd. Students will
have the opportunity to play in front of
their friends and family on stage, featuring professional lighting and sound.
Bands may perform original material as well as cover songs from other
artists. The competition will be judged
on musical ability, showmanship and
overall presentation. Winners of the
competition will receive a full month
of tuition to School of Rock, Cleveland
(with locations in Rocky River, Highland
Heights and Strongsville).
All middle school students may
enter through application, available

at School of Rock or their local middle
school office. Bands entering must be
in middle school and provide a $20
entry fee.
The sponsor of the event, School
of Rock, is a performance-based music
program which focuses on the development of students through practice and
performance. General Manager Louie
Novotny believes the Middle School
Battle of the Bands provides students
with an opportunity to shine in front of
their peers. “Middle school bands don’t
get a lot of chances to play on stage in
front of a big audience,” says Novotny.
“We look forward to enabling students
to rock out on stage.”
Questions may be directed to the
Rocky River School of Rock at 440-3337625. 

January events focus on
parenting challenges
by Lorilynn Wolf
New Year’s Resolution: Overcoming
Obstacles to Find Time for You
Friday, Jan. 11, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Westlake Porter Public Library
As a caregiver of a child with special
needs, you are usually so busy tending to
the needs of everyone else that you never
take any time for you. Lisa Ruman from
the Child & Family Counseling Center of
Westlake will discuss the importance of
self care and carving out some time just
for you. She will equip attendees with
real-life, practical ways to make sure you
are recharging your battery so you can
help your child. Participants will also
discuss caregiver burnout, the victim
triangle and will have the opportunity
to explore the emotions that accompany
the role of caregiver.
Connecting for Kids and the Westlake Porter Public Library are co-sponsoring childcare for families during the
discussion. To reserve a spot for your
child, visit www.connectingforkids.org
or email sarahrintamaki@connectingforkids.org.

Parents of Children of Color in the
Special Needs World: Unique Challenges and Opportunities

Saturday, Jan. 12, 1-2:30 p.m.,
Westlake Porter Public Library,

Dover Room
What are the common concerns
parents of color face while raising
children with special needs? Join us as
we explore this topic in an interactive
group setting, reflecting on our own
experiences within the African-American, Arabic and Hispanic communities. Participants will be encouraged
to discuss how these challenges have
impacted their personal life. Led by Tiffany Williams from Behavioral Health
Services of Greater Cleveland, the goals
of this session are to connect you with
other families in similar situations and
to teach you healthy coping strategies
for dealing with your emotions.
Opportunities identified during
the discussion group will help Connecting For Kids develop programs
and services for parents of children
of color, including groups for children
that are African-American, Arabic and
Hispanic. We invite parents to attend as
well as caregivers, such as grandparents
and sitters.
Connecting for Kids and the Westlake Porter Public Library are co-sponsoring childcare for families during the
discussion. To reserve a spot for your
child, visit www.connectingforkids.org
or email sarahrintamaki@connectingforkids.org. 

Two to Chicago

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

$1,000 Cash
47" HDTV Television

WINTER/SPRING 2013

$1,000 Cash

The leader in comprehensive arts
education in Northeast Ohio.

$1,000 Cash
Apple iPad 16GB
Nook E-reader and iPod

Creating Art Experiences

dance

$1,000 Cash
Laptop Computer

music

Bose Digital
Music System

theater

39 Sony Blu Ray

Home Theater

visual arts

40 Cannon Powershot

Digital Camera and
Toshiba Camcorder

earlY
childhOOd

* Cash options available for 2, 3, and 5,
at 75% of prize value

creative arts
theraPies &
Outreach educatiOn

All trips arranged by Independence
Travel
All electronics arranged by CompSource

BCadLO12_12.indd 1

Register now for winter/spring
semester! Classes begin the week
of January 28, 2013.
Select from more than 200 classes,
lessons and award-winning
programs for all ages and abilities!

Enroll today at beckcenter.org
or call 216.521.2540 x10.
17801 detroit avenue in lakewood

12/15/12 12:45:51 PM
Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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faith & spirituality

Spiritual communities offer more
than solace in troubled times
by Terri Zajak

T

he December massacre at Sandy
Hook school in Connecticut
carved a swath of inexorable
pain through all of us. Thousands
reached out, flooding the city of Newtown with love and support. Those
living far from Newtown were left to
seek solace with each other.
Many found support through
Facebook and other online sources,
and many through their churches,
temples and mosques. The advantage of having a spiritual community
in which you are already integrally
involved is enormous when troubled
times appear. You have somewhere to
go and kindred spirits with which to
connect while feeling safe to talk, pray,
cry or swear.
At this time of year, people flock
to fitness centers, the fruit and veggie
section of supermarkets, smoking,
drinking and drugging cessation
programs, and other such places for
support and inspiration to live better.
Perhaps an even better choice for the
New Year is seeking a spiritual community where you can find support for
your challenges or desired improvements, as well as new and interesting
people who might introduce you to

fresh ideas or activities you’ve never
tried.
Every year, the number of people
who say “I’m spiritual, but not religious” is increasing. Many turn away
from dogma that they cannot relate
to, searching for an identity of self
through teachings that make sense.
Most people want to live in congruity - believing and acting in harmony
with themselves, looking for ways of
cooperation rather than an existence
of separation.
Identifying as “spiritual but not
religious” is a way of honoring your
inner truth and the realization that
surely we are more than physical
beings. It’s hard to grow however,
when we stay to ourselves and avoid
nurturing that spiritual aspect. Plus,
the human need for companionship
and the exchange of ideas runs deep.
Humans of every age thrive when they
can share their innermost thoughts
with understanding, non-judgmental
people and be supported in their quest
for meaning.
So in addition to all your other
resolutions or intentions for the new
year, consider searching for a spiritual
community of which you can become
an integral part. The rewards will surprise you. 

Reducing chronic hospitalizations
by Kristi Vaughn, LSW

I

’ve worked in nursing homes for
many years, so I know that chronic
hospitalizations are a reality for
those who live in a nursing home as well
as for those living in their own home.
This is a very big topic in legislation and
focus for improvement.
It is obviously costing Medicare a
lot of extra dollars as well as causing
stress to those who are being hospitalized and their families. One recent
study found that 20 percent of hospitalized Medicare beneficiaries are readmitted within 30 days, with costs
accounting for one-sixth of the total
Medicare budget.
There are a lot of factors that go into
why a person has chronic hospitalizations that include: little social support,
unsafe environmental situations, selfcare deficits, dementia, poor eating/
drinking habits, congestive heart failure (the most common diagnosis for readmissions) and for some it is not being
able to afford necessary medications.
From a legislative standpoint, The
Affordable Care Act mandated that
starting in October this year, Medicare
will begin to penalize hospitals whose
patients with heart attacks, heart failure or pneumonia return frequently.
By 2014 hospitals with high readmission rates stand to lose up to 3 percent
of their regular Medicare reimbursements. Nursing home reimbursement
will also be affected by the amount of

re-hospitalizations they have.
So what can be done from a nonlegislative standpoint?
Let’s consider those with little social
support, self-care deficits and/or unsafe
environmental situations. A recent
study in the October-December issue
of Advances in Nursing Science shows
that the amount of care and assistance
received from formal or informal caregivers had an important impact on selfcare ability and re-hospitalization risks.
Non-medical home care companies that
provide help with bathing/dressing,
cooking/cleaning, transportation and
companionship have been on the rise;
though many people may not be aware
of such services or cannot afford them.
These services are going to play
a huge role in the strategic answer to
preventing chronic hospitalizations.
Having a caregiver or companion to
oversee that activities of daily living
are a success, medication reminders
and that the person is eating a balanced
diet are all keys to remaining out of the
hospital. These services can be the eyes
and ears of family members who are not
able to be with their aging parent all the
time due to their own careers, family
or distance. Spouses who are providing
the majority of the care giving can also
benefit from these services for respite
and peace of mind while they are out
shopping or running errands.
For more information on these
types of services, call your local senior
center. 

Holiday Valley / Holimont

Ski BusTrips
Presented by Ski Docs and Friends
with Geiger’s Ski & Sports

We’re offering 4 dates for a day of skiing & snowboarding, including lift tickets, transportation to/
from Ellicottville and refreshments on the rides.
DATES:
Jan. 9 & Feb. 6: Holiday Valley
Jan. 23 & Feb. 20: Holimont

COST:
$95 per person per trip or
prepay for all 4 trips and
save $21 - just $359
Visit www.shopgeigers.com to sign-up and more details

DO YOU WANT
TO IMPROVE
YOUR PUBLIC
SPEAKING SKILLS?
Make a New Year’s resolution to visit
your local TOASTMASTERS club!

Cuyahoga Community College
Westshore Campus: The Smart Choice
• Quality education and affordable tuition (less than $100 per
credit hour for Cuyahoga County residents)
• Transfer credits seamlessly to partner colleges and universities
in Ohio
• STEMM Focus: Science, Technology, Engineering, Math and Medical
#1 in the nation

#3 in the nation

More than 25

for associate degrees
conferred in health
professions and related
programs among
two year colleges

for associate
degrees conferred
in nursing
among two
year colleges

percent of all
Tri-C students are
focusing in health
career-related
studies

YOU ARE INVITED – OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, January 30 • 11:30 am - 1:30 pm

Spring classes begin January 14, 2013

Westlake Toastmasters Club #497 meets every Wed.
at 12:15pm at Westlake Porter Public Library
27333 Center Ridge Rd. Guests are always welcome!

Westshore Campus | 31001 Clemens Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145

1-866-933-5183

|

www.tri-c.edu/westshore

PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.
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Cuyahoga County Public Library bay village branch

Upcoming programs at the
Bay Village Branch Library
by Joyce Sandy

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

T

Saturday, Jan. 12 (10:30 a.m.)

he Bay Village Library staff hopes
everyone had a wonderful holiday
season and we’ll help you get the
New Year off to a good start. Did you get
a digital device for e-books? We have
information to get you started downloading books from the comfort of your
home. If exercising is your resolution,
come in and check out a DVD or book to
get you started. And of course this cold
weather is perfect to spend time reading,
so browse the collection and the displays
throughout the library. Come to the
library to enjoy the following programs:
ADULT DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, Jan. 9 (7 p.m.)

MUSIC OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT – See and hear the songs
that inspired a nation! Dr. Michael
Strasser, professor of musicology at
Baldwin Wallace University, will present a historical perspective of the Civil
Rights Movement.

SENSORY STORYTIME – Join us for
this storytime designed for students with
different needs including autism, Down
Syndrome, ADHD, and other special needs
or challenges. The program incorporates a
schedule board, double visuals and sensory opportunities as well as a half-hour
socialization time following the program.

Tuesday, Jan. 15 (4 p.m.) BOOK

JEOPARDY – For grades 2-3. Have a
blast reading a book and playing a related game. We’ll read “Titanic: Lost and
Found.”

Wednesday, Jan. 16 (7 p.m.) IT’S
A GUY THING – For boys in grades 3-4
and a male friend. A good book, a fun
activity and food are all part of this laidback program for boys and their dads
or an adult male buddy. Copies of the
book “The Champ” are available at the
Circulation Desk.

Friday, Jan. 18 (11:30 a.m.)

DREAM BIG AND READ MAGIC

Thursday, Jan. 17 (7 p.m.) WOM- SHOW – For ages 2 and up. The DivelAN’S GUIDE TO MONEY – Join

business expert Leah Villalobos as she
discusses five steps to help women
take control of their financial lives,
which include identifying financial
goals and coming up with a strategy
to reach those goals.
TEEN DEPARTMENT

las are back with a new show! You’ll love
this event that combines magic, puppets
and lots of fun!

Saturday, Jan. 19 (11 a.m.) MOVIN

AND GROOVIN – For ages birth-5
years and a caregiver. Enjoy a story and
then put on your dancing shoes for some
fun, movin’ and groovin’ to the music!

Monday, Jan. 14 (7 p.m.) GIRLS Monday, Jan. 21 (11 a.m.) FLYING
IN BAY BOOK DISCUSSION – For

grades 5-8 and an adult. Girls, bring an
adult female friend for some great time
together! We’ll discuss a book, share a
snack and do a related activity. Copies
of the book will be available one month
before the discussion.

Tuesday, Jan. 22 (7 p.m.) ACT
PREP – For high school students.

Knowledge is power! College Now
Greater Cleveland will help you set
your personal ACT score goal based
on your talents. Learn which questions you should skip, develop specific
strategies for each subject section,
and make your plan to reach your ACT
score goal!

WITH THE FREEDOM BIRD – For
families with children ages 3 and up. Join
storyteller Jennifer Johnson for a multicultural story celebration of freedom,
peace and cooperation. A peace-wreath
craft will follow the story.

Thursday, Jan. 24 (11 a.m.) PRESCHOOL PALS STORYTIME – For

children ages 3 1/2-5. Join us for stories,
songs and rhymes for children to attend
on their own – parents can relax in the
Children’s Room!.
Please register to attend these programs
by calling 871-6392, going online to
cuyahogalibrary.org, or when you come
to the library.We hope to see you soon! 

Friends of Bay Village Library
book sale, Jan. 26-29
by Linda Lamb

T

he annual winter book sale sponsored by the Friends of the Bay Village Library will be Saturday, Jan.
26, through Tuesday, Jan. 29. The book
sale is held during regular library hours
on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday but
closes at 7 p.m. on Tuesday evening.
There is a wide range of adult and
children’s hardback and paperback
books, as well as DVDs, CDs, books on
tape and magazines. Items are priced to

sell and have been categorized for easy
selection. Tuesday, the last day of the
sale, is “bag day” when patrons can buy
a bagful of books for only $1. Bags are
provided by the library.
Volunteers to help with the book sale
and other library-related projects sponsored and funded by the Friends of the
Bay Village Library are needed. For information on volunteering, the book sale,
or becoming a member of the Friends of
the Bay Village Library, visit the library at
502 Cahoon Rd. or call 440-871-6392. 
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Bay Village Schools awarded safe
boating grant
by George Christ

T

he Ohio Department of Natural
Resources Division of Watercraft
announced that the Bay Village
City School District has been awarded
a grant of $2,329.44 as part of the Boating Safety Education Grant Program.
The Division of Watercraft is awarding
$341,867.12 to political subdivisions
and non-profit organizations for boating education programs. The Bay Village Schools is one of 29 organizations
across the state to receive funding.
The funds will be used to provide a boating safety education program this summer for sixth- through
eighth-grade students. The nationally
recognized program, known as Spirit
of America (SOA), provides students
both classroom and on-the-water
sessions to teach safe boating skills.
Participants will take the Ohio Boating
Education Course on two Saturdays in
May and must pass a written exam.
This meets the Ohio law that requires
any person born on or after Jan. 1,
1982, to show proof they have completed an approved boating course if
they are operating a power boat over

10 horsepower.
The on-the-water sessions involve
a pool session to help students understand the importance of lifejacket wear
and to learn how to upright overturned
sailboats, kayaks and canoes in a safe
environment. The remainder of the onthe-water sessions are held at Whiskey
Island Marina where students will be
instructed in hands-on sessions in
power boats, canoes, kayaks, sailboats,
personal watercraft and, new this year,
paddleboards.
The Bay Village Schools have been
associated with the program for 13
years and are the fiscal agent for the
grant. The program is open to registered students who live in Cuyahoga
County. Registration forms will be
available in March and April and the
classroom sessions are from 9 a.m.-1
p.m. on three Saturdays in May. Deadline for registration is April 26. The onthe-water sessions at Whiskey Island
Marina will be held from 9 a.m.-3:30
p.m. on June 17, 24 and July 1.
For additional information go to
www.spiritofamerica95.org and look
at the Bay Village location or email
Cuyahoga@spiritofamerica95.org. 

Huntington Playhouse
announces 2013 season
by Tom Meyrose

T

he Huntington Playhouse is currently selling subscriptions to
their 2013 season which begins
on June 6, with a production of the
comedy “Fox on the Fairway.”
The 55th season for the theatre
includes “Fox on the Fairway” (June
6-30), “9 To 5: The Musical” (July 11 to
Aug. 4), “Bell, Book and Candle” (Aug.
15 to Sept. 8), “Swinging on a Star: The
Johnny Burke Musical” (Sept. 19 to Oct.
13), “I’ll Be Back Before Midnight” (Oct.
24 to Nov. 17) and “A Christmas Story”
(Dec. 5-22).
The theatre is currently selling an
“Opening Night BOGO” subscription
package to new subscribers only. New
patrons can get two tickets to each
opening night of the season for $120.

New patrons will get two tickets for the
price of one for each opening night
which includes a reception following
the performance.
This special Opening Night package is available through Jan. 31. Those
interested should contact the theatre by
phone, 440-871-8333), or send emails
requesting information to huntheatre@
aol.com.
The theatre’s plans for 2013
include adding fundraising events in
May and August, with summer theatre
classes for children in June and July.
Updated information is available at
www.huntingtonplayhouse.com or on
the Huntington Playhouse Facebook
page.
Huntington Playhouse is located at
28601 Lake Rd. and is an affiliate of the
Cleveland Metroparks. 

History of words and phrases
Compiled by Dave Scullin

Be there with bells on: Meaning happy and delighted to attend. In the
olden days, it meant your carriage would have the fanciest harness, the
ones with the bells on it.
Can’t see the forest for the trees: A person who is so concerned with
trivial matters that he can’t grasp the big picture. The expression first
appeared in the works of Christoph Weiland, a German poet and novelist.
Hi: As a greeting, is generally considered a contraction of “hiya.” Which is
a corruption of “how are you?”
On the level: Believed to have originated as part of the language of
Freemasonry. Among members of the order, the mason’s level is a
symbol of integrity. If a person is “on the level,” he is entirely trustworthy.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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lake Erie nature & Science Center

Bald eagle makes its home at
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center
by Kathleen Shields

T

he newest resident in the
Wildlife Garden at Lake
Erie Nature & Science
Center in Bay Village is a rehabilitated adult bald eagle (Haliaeetus Leucocephalus) acquired
from the Wildlife Center of Virginia.
Director of Wildlife Dave
Wolf drove to Virginia to assure
the safe transfer and journey of
the eagle, which was determined
to be non-releasable after several attempts at rehabilitation.
Although a pronounced wing
droop limits the eagle’s ability
to sustain flight, it is otherwise

healthy and successfully settling
into its year-round, outdoor
enclosure because its feather
covering and internal physiology
is perfectly adapted to endure
Ohio’s summer heat and winter
cold.
Since the eagle’s arrival on
Nov. 13, hundreds of students,
families and adult visitors have
learned about the bald eagle’s
unique standing as a successfully-recovered threatened and
endangered species and symbol
of American history.
The bald eagle is currently
being treated for a leg injury and
its recovery and rehabilitation
will likely keep it off public exhibit until spring 2013.

Adults interested in how
raptors (eagles and other birds
of prey like falcons) contribute
to and interact within our local
habitat are invited to attend
“Enraptured by Raptors,” the
next installment in Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center’s
Second Nature Series for Lifelong Learners on Thursday, Dec.
13, from 7-8:30 p.m. Tickets are
available by phone at 440-8712900 or at the Center for $7 in
advance and $10 on the day of
program.
Lake Erie Nature & Science
Center is located at 28728 Wolf
Rd. in Bay Village. For more
information, visit www.lensc.org
or call 440-871-2900. 

The bald eagle settles into its outdoor enclosure at the
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.

The Confident
Choice For
In-Home
Care.

Providing quality, affordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com
28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake

440-250-9733

Wildlife Director Dave Wolf drove the eagle from Virginia to
Bay Village.

The eagle is introduced to its new home.

Free...Your Choice!

Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Kids, Teens
& Emergencies
Welcome!

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com
More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com
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Tri-C Westshore building
earns LEED Gold

T
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care available for newborns.

JOB NUMBER & COMPONENT

To download our guide or
take a virtual tour, visit
fairviewhospital.org/birthingcenter.
Same-day appointments available.
1.866.733.6363

FINAL APPROVAL

AE

usage (over current required
standards)
• 90 percent of annual storm
water runoff treated on site
• native landscaping that eliminates the need for irrigation
• 25 percent recycled content
• 92 percent construction waste
diversion
The 65,000-square-foot building, which opened in January 2011,
houses classrooms, simulation labs,
science labs, campus administration
and a media center around a central
collaboration space that overlooks a
protected wetland area.
“Sustainability at Tri-C means
achieving the College’s educational
and community missions with a
sense of responsibility for preserving the environment, promoting the
economy and improving society as
a whole,” said campus President Dr.
J. Michael Thomson. “The Health
Careers and Sciences building offers
expanded learning opportunities
to our community and provides an
enhanced academic experience in
a healthy, resource-efficient space.”
The Westshore Campus won
the city of Westlake’s 2011 Award
of Distinction for Environmental Awareness in recognition of its
sustainable development approach
toward campus planning and design.
Westshore, Tri-C’s fourth and newest
campus, is at 31001 Clemens Rd. 
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The West Side’s
most advanced care
for your
bundle of joy.

AEs
DELIVERABLES:

he Cuyahoga Community
College Westshore Campus
Health Careers and Sciences
building has earned the College its
second LEED Gold certification from
the United States Green Building
Council.
Tri-C is the first community
college in Ohio to earn three LEED
certifications. The Eastern Campus
Health Careers and Technology building earned Gold, the second-highest
level of distinction for sustainable
design, in July. The Brunswick University Center earned Silver in June.
The LEED green building rating
system is the foremost program for
the design, construction, maintenance and operations of green buildings. LEED certification is based on
measured and documented evidence
of sustainable design. Gold certification represents a significant improvement in operational efficiency, sustainability and health compared with
a building simply built to code.
The Westshore Campus building’s sustainable features include:
• daylight harvesting
• 40 percent reduction in energy
use (over current required
standards)
• use of cradle-to-cradle materials on exterior envelope
• exterior views in 90 percent of
occupied spaces
• 47 percent reduction in water

Changing the world, one child
and one community at a time.

A

re you ready and motivated to
help children and families in our
community? Our club is ready for
you! Our members’ hands and hearts
help those who cannot always help
themselves. We NEED you... children
of Westlake NEED you!
We invite you to our weekly Tuesday
night meeting at SB Eighty-one on
Detroit Rd at 6:30 p.m. The club
always welcomes men and women
who want to serve their community.
To learn more please contact
Membership Chairperson George
Christ at 216-832-1640.
13202-03 CCWR_Fairview-Medina-99-2.indd 1

Kiwanis membership benefits:

• Improve the community
• Build friendships
• Enhance leadership skills
• Develop business contacts
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Westlake porter Public Library

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
by Elaine Willis

Wednesday, Jan. 9 (4-8 p.m.) room with a CCBDD facilitator. You must rhymes, songs and movement. For ages
Finals Café – Finals stressing you RSVP for the playgroup starting one birth-3 years old with adult caregiver.

Friday, Jan. 4 (Toddler session: out? Sick of staring at your textbook for month before each session. Children do Saturday, Jan. 19 (3-4:45 p.m.)
10:30-11 a.m.; Preschool ses- hours on end? While you’re studying here not need a formal diagnosis to attend. Mad4Manga – M4M is everything
sion: 11:30 a.m.-noon) Music  at the library, take a break in our Finals Topics listed at connectingforkids.org. manga! We talk about manga, create
Therapy  & More  – Connecting Cafe for much-needed snacks to keep
Saturday, Jan. 12 (2:30-3:30 p.m.) manga art, discuss & watch anime films,
for Kids and the Music Therapy Enrichment Corps invite you to a music therapy
group. Learn how parents and caregivers have a direct role in bringing music
to life. The toddler session is geared for
children under 3. The preschool session
is geared for children ages 3-6 (siblings
are welcome). Caregiver must stay in the
room. No registration required.

you motivated.

Brick  Builders  Club  – Love and more! Grades 6-12 only. Registration

Wednesday, Jan. 9 (7-8 p.m.) It’s  those LEGO bricks? Then bring your not necessary.

a Fairy-Tale Princess Story- ideas and imagination to the club! All
Sunday, Jan. 20 (2-4 p.m.)
time! – Come dressed in your royal bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registration
Friends’ Sunday Sounds – The
begins one week before each session.
best and listen to fairy tales, play makebelieve and create a sparkly craft to take
home! For ages 4-7. Please register.

Sunday, Jan. 13 (1-2:30 p.m.)

American  Girl  Book  Club  –

Thursday, Jan. 10 (4-8 p.m.) Join us as we meet the American Girls!

Friends of Porter Public Library present
the Billy Kaye Duo, who will sing songs
from the Great American Songbook.

Monday, Jan. 21 (2-3:30 p.m.)
We’ll discuss the books, have a snack and
Saturday, Jan. 5 (1-4 p.m.) Life- Finals Café – Finals stressing you make a craft. This month we’ll Meet Felic- Let’s  Build! – Explore your creout? Sick of staring at your textbook for
size  Candyland  – Bring all your

little ones for a turn around the board as
we bring this delicious and colorful world
to life complete with Princess Lolly, Mr.
Mint, Jolly and all your other favorite
Candyland characters. Please register.

hours on end? While you’re studying here
at the library, take a break in our Finals
Cafe for much-needed snacks to keep
you motivated.

Thursday, Jan. 10 (7 p.m.) NonFiction Book Discussion – The

Monday, Jan. 7 (1-7 p.m.) AmeriJanuary selection is “Wild” by Cheryl
can Red Cross Bloodmobile
Monday, Jan. 7 (4-6 p.m.) Teen 

Stayed.

ity. Ages 6-12. Registration begins Jan. 6.

Monday, Jan. 14 (2-3:30 p.m.)
Movies @ Your Library – Join us
for some family movies over the school
break. All ages welcome. In accordance
with library policy, children under 9 must
be with an adult. Registration begins one
week before each movie.

Friday, Jan. 11 (11:30 a.m.-12:30 Tuesday, Jan. 15 (6-7 p.m. and
p.m.) Connecting for  Kids  7-8 p.m.) E-Reader Help Sesafter school? Come to WPPL’s Teen
sions – Got an E-Reader or tablet PC
Lounge – Need a place to hang out
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve got
computers, video games, board games,
snacks and more! Meets only when Westlake Schools are in session. Registration
not necessary.

Parent Discussion & Facilitated  Playgroup  – Participate for Christmas but need help accessing,

in a discussion group led by a pediatric
expert while your children play in a separate room with a CCBDD facilitator. You
must RSVP for the playgroup starting one
Tuesday, Jan. 8 (7 p.m.) Tuesday  month before each session. Children do
Evening Book Discussion – The not need a formal diagnosis to attend.
January selection is “The Night Circus” by Topics listed at connectingforkids.org.
Erin Morganstern.

downloading and reading e-books from
the library? Call the Popular Materials Desk at 440-250-5462 to schedule
a help session on the days and times
specified.

ative side with a variety of bricks, blocks
and other building toys and games! For
grades K-5. Please Registration begins
Jan. 14. Westlake Schools are not in session this day.

Monday, Jan. 21 (4-5:30 p.m.)
Movies @ Your Library – Join us
for some family movies over the school
break. All ages welcome. In accordance
with library policy, children under 9 must
be with an adult. Registration begins one
week before each movie.

Tuesday, Jan. 22 (6-7 p.m. and
7-8 p.m.) E-Reader Help Ses-

sions – Got an E-Reader or tablet PC

for Christmas but need help accessing,
downloading and reading e-books from
the library? Call the Popular MateriWednesday, Jan. 16 (10:15-10:45 als Desk at 440-250-5462 to schedule
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing  a help session on the days and times
Saturday, Jan. 12 (10:30-11:30 and Dance! – Join us for a fun session specified.
Wednesday, Jan. 9 (10:15-10:45 a.m.) Kids in Motion Sensory  of singing and dancing for children ages Tuesday, Jan. 22 (7-8:45 p.m.)
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing  Time – Join us for stories, activities, 2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so Catch a  Rising  Star...Baldand Dance! – Join us for a fun session music and more! Program consists of please arrive early enough to receive a
win Wallace Music Theatre 
of singing and dancing for children ages a 30-minute storytime followed by a ticket at the Preschool Desk.
in Recital – The Westlake-Westshore
2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so 30-minute social-sharing time for the
Wednesday, Jan. 16 (1:30-2:30 Arts Council presents Baldwin Wallace
please arrive early enough to receive a group. No registration required. Prop.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m.) E-Read- music theater students. Free and open
gram is designed to engage children
ticket at the Preschool Desk.
er Help Sessions – Got an E-Read- to the public.
with autism or other special needs/senWednesday, Jan. 9 (1:30-2:30 p.m. sory challenges. Each child must have an er or tablet PC for Christmas but need Wednesday, Jan. 23 (10:15-10:45
help accessing, downloading and reading
and 2:30-3:30 p.m.) E-Reader  adult caregiver.
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s Sing 
e-books from the library? Call the PopuHelp Sessions – Got an E-Reader
and Dance! – Join us for a fun session
or tablet PC for Christmas but need help Saturday, Jan. 12 (1-2:15 p.m.) lar Materials Desk at 440-250-5462 to
of singing and dancing for children ages
accessing, downloading and reading Connecting for Kids Parent  schedule a help session on the days and
2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so
e-books from the library? Call the Popu- Discussion  & Facilitated  times specified.
please arrive early enough to receive a
lar Materials Desk at 440-250-5462 to Playgroup  – Participate in a disWednesday, Jan. 16 (6:30-8:45 ticket at the Preschool Desk.
schedule a help session on the days and cussion group led by a pediatric expert
p.m.) Cuyahoga West Geneawhile your children play in a separate
times specified.
Wednesday, Jan. 23 (1:30-2:30

logical Society

Westlake Porter Public Library’s
annual book sale, Feb. 6-10
by Carol Masek

T

he Friends of Porter Public
Library will be holding their
annual book sale this February.
We will have loads of fiction, non-fiction, children’s books, DVDs and books
on CD. Once again, we will have three
rooms filled with thousands of items
that should meet the needs of everyone.
The sale starts with our preview
on Wednesday, Feb. 6, 4-8 p.m., just
for members of Friends. You can sign
up for a membership that day to get a
first look at our treasures. The regular
sale starts on Feb. 7 from 9:30 a.m. until

8:30 p.m. and again on Feb. 8 from 9:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Then on Saturday, Feb.
9, the very popular half-price sale will
run from 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Our $2
Bag Sale will be held on Sunday, Feb.
10 from 1:15-4:30 p.m. See how many
books you can fit into a bag.
There will also be a silent auction
of some very special items, including
books about the history of Cleveland,
beautiful art books, and other unique
items that have been donated to our
sale. The auction items will be on display in the lobby of the library starting
on Jan. 14. Bids will be accepted until 3
p.m. on Feb. 10. 

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

p.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m.) E-Read-

Friday, Jan. 18 (11:30 a.m.-12:30 er Help Sessions – Got an E-Readp.m.) Connecting for  Kids  er or tablet PC for Christmas but need

“Teach Me to Play” – Experts from help accessing, downloading and reading
the Cuyahoga Board of Developmental
Disabilities will lead this playgroup for
children ages 3-6 years. Parents will learn
how to help their children play and interact with peers through modeling techniques. Children do not need a formal
diagnosis to attend. Caregiver must stay
in the room. Please register at connectingforkids.org.

Saturday, Jan. 19 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.)

e-books from the library? Call the Popular Materials Desk at 440-250-5462 to
schedule a help session on the days and
times specified.

Wednesday, Jan. 23 (2 p.m.)

Wednesday Afternoon Book 
Discussion  – January’s selection
is “The House I Loved” by Tatiana de
Rosnay.

Crafts A Go-Go! – Come on in and Wednesday, Jan. 23 (5-6 p.m.)
Tween Book Club – Read a really
make a craft! We provide the supplies,
you provide the creativity. No registration
necessary. Meets in front of the Youth
Services Desk.

Saturday, Jan. 19 (10:30-11 a.m.)

good book recently? Looking for suggestions? Then join us for lively discussions
about good books, audio, apps and more.
Snacks provided! Grades 5-8.

Mother Goose on the Loose! To register for any of the programs,
– Join Mother Goose for this interac- please call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080. 
tive storytime featuring simple books,
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Reflecting on the influence of family, friendship

Marriage retreat
held at Bay
Presbyterian
Church

by Amy Brediger

I

by Roger and Betsy McKinney

L
Photo by Tess Smith Photography

s all my writing
worth it?
I recognize
that seeing the
same message every
two weeks can be
boring. I am sure it
gets brushed over
at times, considering everyone is tired
of people asking for
help, money, volunteers, etc. So I
reflect this week on
whether it is worth
the time at my
computer trying to
be clever and make
each article funny,
informative, truth- Amy Brediger’s parents, Marybeth and Bill Hackenberg.
ful and short.
Something amazing happened with the hope of a face-to-face meet- ful that palliative care will make him
recently to confirm that it is all worth ing this New Year.
comfortable. With that in mind, I am
it. It was a random phone call from
So I will keep up the articles trust- grateful that I learned the biggest
a gentleman stating that he was not ing that good will come of the effort, lesson of all – love your spouse, love
calling for the reasons that I origi- however it manifests. It is not all about your kids, love your grandchildren
nally hoped – helping, donating or the money and fundraising. It’s about and hug them all everyday. These are
volunteering – he simply wanted a friends, family and support. I have words from my dad and I plan to live
few minutes of my time to explain his learned a lot while working on Relay by them. He is the smartest man I
situation. Immediately I called back, for Life and these lessons really help know.
intrigued.
me keep my courage to beg, plead and
Our journey is not over, and it
Turns out, my Observer articles even cry when I have meetings. I know will get more difficult. So I intend to
are not wasted. A person who grew up that all my hard work is for my dad, keep begging, pleading and bothering
in my dad’s old neighborhood called and for everyone who is touched by you all for months to come. But today,
to confirm that he indeed grew up this horrible disease. This is an off- just love. Remember that it only takes
down the street from him and knew the-cuff article, giving you time to two seconds to tell someone you love
many of the same people. In fact, my reflect on the influence of friendship them.
mom’s parents were best friends with and family in this New Year.
The next Westlake Relay for Life
this gentleman’s parents. Long story
We learned from a Jan. 3 scan at meeting is Jan. 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the
short, my dad called him back and had the Cleveland Clinic that my dad’s Westlake Rec Center. Please join us,
an hour-long conversation sharing old cancer is no longer treatable with and visit www.relayforlife.org/westmemories, fun times and old friends, chemo and we are now only hope- lake for more information. 
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ast November, Bay Presbyterian
Church hosted its first twoday Marriage Retreat, entitled
“Renew, Refresh, Revive.” Sixty-five
married couples of all ages attended.
Pastors Garnett Slatton, Tom Madden
and Matt Guertin, along with the lay
marriage team, offered messages,
personal stories and music. Topics
were based on the book, “The Meaning of Marriage,” by Timothy and
Kathy Keller. Interestingly, though it’s
likely that wives may have been the
primary instigators to get some of the
husbands to attend, all of the favorable comments at the end came from
the husbands.
Scripture teaches us from the
Apostle Paul’s letter to single people
in Corinth, Greece, I Corinthians 7:28,
“If you marry, you have not sinned,
but you will have trouble.” That’s for
sure! We live in a fallen world, and it
can be difficult to be married. We want
to equip couples before marriage and
during marriage to learn how to offer
the best to one another. The marriage
team offers enjoyable classes to help
develop deeper relationships in all
aspects of marriage.
To find out more, ask our members, stop in, or call Libby Peterson, at
440-871-3822, ext. 113. We are eager to
share our hope in Christ with you and
your spouse! 

A caring, supportive, homelike environment
O’Neill Management
Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

To reach any of our facilities, call

O’Neill Management

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing • Therapy & Rehabilitation
Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

R

ecognized as one of the finest
heath care centers in Northeast
Ohio, Bradley Bay Health Center
believes in providing the highest quality
of life to its residents in a caring,
supportive, homelike environment.
We encourage the involvement of
family and community, and active

O’Neill Management
Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

Locally owned and managed by the John O’Neill family,
serving seniors in the West Shore area since 1962.
To reach any of
our facilities, call

WBVO_BradleyBay_12070_1-3
To reach any of our facilities, call

participation in a progressive
rehabilitation plan. Each resident has
the luxury and dignity of a private
room in a specialized area of the
center, whether it beO’Neill
an assisted
living
Management
Locally owned androom,
managed
suite, short-term rehabilitation
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors
in the or
private nursing room,West
hospice
care,
Shore area since 1962.
a vacation suite for respite care.

(440) 808-5500

Bradley Bay

O’Neill Management

To reach any of our facilities, call

Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

Bay Village

HEALTH CENTER
Bay Village

North Ridgeville

605 Bradley Road,Bay Village
(440) 871-3474
www.jtonm.net/bradleybay
North Ridgeville

To reach any of our facilities, call

To reach any of our facilities, call

Bay Village

Bay Village

North Ridgeville

North Ridgeville
Lakewood

Lakewood

Lakewood

North Olmsted

Join
at www.wbvobserver.com
North in
Olmsted
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Bay varsity wrestling team takes
4th place in holiday tournament

westlake historical society

From shelter to stardom
by Lysa Stanton

Photo by Heidi Langer

T

Congratulations to the Bay High varsity wrestling team as they placed 4th in
the 16-team Lorain Holiday Invitational Tournament. This two-day tournament
featured some of the best and most competitive wresting teams in Northeast
Ohio. Nine of Bay’s varsity wrestlers finished in the top six in their weight class.
Congratulations Bay High varsity wrestling team.

Two Westlake veterinarians achieve
high-level certification
by Gail Robinson

W

estlake Animal Hospital is extremely proud and
excited to announce that Dr. David Love has recently been re-certified (for the fourth time) as a diplomate by the American Board of Veterinary Practitioners, and
Dr. Michael Nappier has been certified for the first time. They
are two of only 900 diplomates nationwide.
The testing required to achieve this honor is a long and
difficult process of additional studies and examination but
the result is to become a board certified specialist recognized
by the American Veterinary Medical Association. This accomplishment takes a minimum of three years to complete and
each certification is good for ten years.
Dr. Michael T. Nappier
Those who become ABVP diplomates have proven
knowledge and expertise above and beyond that required
to practice veterinary medicine. They have also earned the
privilege to specialize in the treatment of their preferred
category of animals. Most veterinarians performing broadbased clinical practice are not board certified.
The ABVP board-certified veterinarian has demonstrated he or she is capable of providing a level of clinical
practice that is clearly superior to the norm of the profession.
Westlake Animal Hospital is located at 27370 Center
Ridge Rd. 
Dr. David H. Love

he Westlake Historical Society is happy to announce
our Cutest Pet for 2013:
Toby, a 65-pound, eight-year-old,
mixed breed, part Airedale and
part something else. Toby was a
shelter puppy adopted from Cleveland’s APL by the Howard family of
Westlake. This year’s competition
was very stiff, and
even included
a gecko. Toby
seemed to exhibit
a special quality
that won over our
panel of judges.
Toby enjoys
stuffed animal
toys, drinking
from the bath
tub, taking long
walks and playing in the snow.
He also performs
several tricks
and likes spending time with his
owners’ cats, Max “Toby” Howard is this year’s winner of Westlake
and Louie. This Historical Society’s cutest pet contest.

Straight from the Heart raffle
features $100,000 grand prize

W

ould you like to win
$100,000? How about a
two-year lease on a Volvo
convertible or a motorcycle? Or you
could win a Mediterranean cruise
for two! These are just a few of the
incredible prizes offered through
the annual Straight from the Heart
Raffle to benefit the cardiovascular
programs at Fairview, Lakewood
and Lutheran Hospitals.
Why not purchase a raffle
ticket for your chance to win this
grand prize and host of many
other generous gifts through the
Straight from the Heart campaign. Raffle tickets are $100 each
or three tickets for $200.
Sponsored by the Communi-

For more sustainability tips, visit bayvillagegreenteam.com

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

sweetheart celebrates a February
birthday and is truly loved by all
who meet him.
Toby recently stopped by the
Clague House Museum to have a
meet and greet with some of our
younger members. Toby and his
family look forward to walking in
the Memorial Day parade with
other members of the Westlake
Historical Society. 

ty West Foundation, the Straight
from the Heart raffle will culminate with a drawing of the 40
prize winners on Saturday, Feb.
16, 2013, at the Straight from the
Heart red-tie gala at LaCentre
Conference and Banquet Facility
in Westlake.
To see a full list of available
prizes, or to purchase your raffle
tickets online, visit www.straightfromtheheartevent.org or contact
the Community West Foundation
at 216-476-7061.
All proceeds from this raffle
will benefit the Heart Centers at
Fairview, Lakewood and Lutheran
Hospitals. Winners need not be
present. 
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Bay High grad returns with exhibit,
charcoal portrait class at BAYarts
by Eileen Stockdale

L

uke J. Toratzky credits his
experience at Baycrafters
and falling under the spell
of former director Sally Price for
his lifelong journey as an artist.
A graduate of Bay High
School (class of ‘72), Tornatzky
says, “Some of my favorite childhood memories came from this
small park, whether exploring
the creek, drawing at the beach
or sledding on a perfect winter
day.
No visit to Ohio would be
complete without a stop at what
is now BAYarts; a showing here is

sort of a rite of passage to me.”
Tornatzky now finds much
of his inspiration living in Port
Townsend, a small coastal town
on Puget Sound, Washington, a
close-knit community of artists
and boat builders.
The opening will be a reunion
of sorts for Luke’s friends and
family. Opening Friday, Jan. 11,
7-9 p.m., in the Sullivan Family
Gallery in the Fuller House, the
exhibit will run through Jan. 31,
Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
or by appointment. Call Eileen at
440-871-6543 to schedule.
In addition, Luke has developed a method to draw portraits

in charcoal that solves most of
the difficulties people encounter
when doing portraits. He will be
teaching this method at a oneday workshop: “Trust Your Eyes:
Portraits in Charcoal.”
“Draw what you see, not what
you know is there,” he says, “and
you will begin to raise your portrait to the level of fine art.”
The workshop is Saturday,
Jan. 12, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Cost is $85
for members, $95 for non-members and few openings remain.
Register online or call 440-8716543. A model and all drawing
materials will be supplied. 

BAYarts shop gets a facelift
by Karen Petkovic

A

fter another festive, bustling season
in BAYarts Holiday Shop, part of
the historic Huntington House in
Huntington Reservation, renovations are
under way to upgrade the lighting, refinish the original hardwood floors and add a
fresh coat of paint. The upgrades are made
possible by a donation from Joe and Deb
Conway in honor of Joe’s mother, Marge

Conway.
“Marge loved to shop; then she’d keep
everything neatly in a room upstairs and if
you needed a quick gift for someone, she’d
say ‘go check the shop’,” says Deb, “and sure
enough, you’d find something wonderful.”
With nine children, 30 grandchildren
and 15 great-grandkids, you can imagine
how that came in handy. The shop will
reopen on Jan. 21 as “Marge’s Shop.” BAYarts’ main office, the Dianne Boldman Gal-

A painting by Luke Toratzky draws on subject
matter from the boat builders of Puget Sound.

lery and classrooms remain in the building.
The grand opening of the shop will be in
February, providing regional artists with
an even more beautiful space to sell their
work year-round.
The Fuller House will reopen Jan. 11

with limited hours. Regular office hours
resume Jan. 21 when winter classes begin:
Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., closed
Sunday. Mojo’s Coffee Shop will also reopen on the Jan. 21. Visit bayarts.net/classes.aspx for complete schedule of events. 

The BAYarts Holiday Shop will reopen Jan. 21 as “Marge’s Shop.”

poetry

Maple Leaf is in your
neighborhood plowing!

Savor the good times
by Dave Scullin

Now is a good time to savor last year’s best moments.
Christmas is past and it didn’t matter what was under the tree, it was who was
around it.
It could be as simple a moment as holding hands and feeling the calmness of a
quiet day as you walked the Metroparks.
That special dinner party you gave when they raved about your food and the
conversation sparkled late into the night.
The anticipation of the kids as you drove them to Cedar Point.
Recall that night on the beach when the stars looked like diamonds on velvet.
The inner satisfaction of that good deed you did that people don’t know about.
Remember the times we shared with family and friends and our mouths were filled
with laughter.
May you take the time to look forward and savor the good times in the new year!

www.maple-leaf-landscaping.com

440-871-0584
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19041 Old Detroit Road
Rocky River • 440-333-5133

PLEASE PROOFREAD

Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.
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Creativity with snow

W

hen the first snowfall comes, families head outdoors and roll, pack and stack to
create snowmen. They dress them up and add hats and branches, some add a bit
of color or create upside-down snowmen, families of snowmen and even a pet
or two. Here are some of the more creative results recently on display in our community.

Growing Family, Lake Forest Drive

Bundled Up, Vineland Rd.

The Baker, Prince Charles Ave.

In a Warm Hat, Parkside Dr.

All Smiles, Eaton Way
Tie-dyed, Oakmoor Avenue

Hi, Everybody! Sentry Lane

I can stand on my head, Gershwin Drive
Randy Demuesy of Elmwood Drive in Westlake adds snow to the protruding
jawbone of his five-foot-tall snow “buddy.”

Big & Tall, E. Melrose Dr.
Fez Man, Fordham Parkway

Welcome, Prince Charles Ave.

Scary Scene, Oakmoor Avenue

Snow Hat, Dover Center Rd.

Cool Dude, Dellwood Dr.

Me and My Friend, Richmar Drive

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am
Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices
23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

Big Head, E. Oviatt Road

Walking the Dog, Canterbury Rd.

Greenisland
Irish Restaurant & Pub

Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)
Bay Village • 440-250-9086

Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Touchdown, Browns! Allen Drive

Bay Presbyterian Church
25415 Lake Road, Bay Village
440.871.3822

Sunday worship times

8:00 am - Traditional Service
9:30 am - Blended Service
9:30 am - Contemporary Service
in the Great Hall
11:15 am - Contemporary Service

www.baypres.org
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faith & spirituality

sporting views

‘Catholics Coming Home’
Resolutions
program at St. Raphael Church
by Jeff Bing

by Carla Renick

F

or the eighth year, St.
Raphael Church in Bay Village will conduct a series
called Catholics Coming Home on
seven Wednesday evenings from
Jan. 30 to March 13 from 7-8:30
p.m. These sessions are for nonpracticing Catholics who might
be interested in returning to the
Church. There will be informal
sharing and an update of the
Catholic faith in support-group
format.
One former participant (now a
team member) says of the program,

“I went to the sessions not knowing what to expect. Everyone was
great! You could share as much or
as little as you were comfortable
with. I learned about things that
made me more of an active participant, instead of just going through
the motions.”
The church is located at 525
Dover Center Rd. For more details
and to register, call Mrs. Annette
DeGidio at 440-250-9028, Mrs.
Dean Brennan at 440-892-2877
or Deacon Larry at 440-871-1100,
ext. 134. Additional information is
available at www.saintraphaelparish.com under “Parish Flyers.” 

Westerly wins BVEF’s Ten
Campaign prize
by Jacquie Mayer

W

esterly Elementary in
Bay Village raised the
most money per student
enrollment for the Bay Village Education Foundation’s annual Ten
Campaign; the school will therefore be awarded an iPad for use
throughout the building.
The Ten Campaign kicked off
on 10/10/2012 and ran for ten
weeks, with a deadline right before
winter break on Friday, Dec. 21. The
concept for the campaign remains
that every able parent, staff or com-

15

munity member contribute ten
dollars per student in their household, or as a general donation, to
the BVEF in support of its mission.
This school year, over $2,700
was raised throughout the course
of the campaign, benefiting the
nonprofit organization as it promotes and funds enrichment
opportunities in the Bay Village
public schools.
BVEF Trustees would like to
thank all who contributed to the
2012 Ten Campaign, as well as congratulate Westerly staff and parents
for their accomplishment. 

I

sn’t January like the worst month of the
year?
I mean, after building up to
Christmas since, what – early July? – and
now, suddenly, you’re telling me that it’s
all over? Now, what do we have to look
forward to other than cold and snow? Seriously, besides more snow and sub-zero
cold?
Personally, I was kind of looking forward to the fiscal cliff. So I could practice
my swan dive off of it, into Lake Erie. Then
I could report back to you on whether the
lake had frozen yet or not.
And here you thought that all you got
from me was clever sports commentary.
Let the record show that I also do weather
(weather permitting).
I know there are some of you out
there who will maintain that January is
all about “new beginnings” and a chance
to resolve to do things differently, starting,
uh, now. Yeah, tell me about it: Joining a
gym. Losing twenty (or in my case, thirty)
pounds. Resolving to be “nicer” to your
fellow man. You know – unattainable stuff
like that.
Now, I’m not here to burst your
bubble, Bunky, but let’s face it: If you were
really, really, REALLY serious about doing
all of that stuff – I mean if your heart was
really into it in the first place – would you
have had to wait until January to set the
“new you” plan in motion? Wouldn’t the
world have been better off if you’d started,
say, last November fifth when you first
started entertaining thoughts of improving yourself? I’m merely mentioning this
as a public service so you can return the
dumbbells your wife got you for Christmas
so you won’t feel like a dumbbell yourself
after the thirty-day return policy expires.

Okay, so maybe my tone is a bit cynical. For that I apologize, but I have been in
a rather foul mood ever since the Browns
(in the person of Jimmy Haslam) appear
to have become enamored with the likes
of Mike (not Vince) Lombardi. Browns
fans whose memories extend back into
the early ‘90s will recall what a back-biting
slime this guy was. I mean, the guy already
has a track record here – and it STINKS!
I believe it was Scotty on Star Trek
who once said, “Fool me once, shame
on you. Fool me twice, shame on ME.” I
sincerely hope Jimmy Haslam saw that
episode, too.
It’s kind of funny, because when
I heard Randy Lerner was selling the
Browns, my thought was, “We can’t possibly do any worse.” I think the football
gods may be taking me up on that bet.
And about Nick Swisher, along with
the other moves the Indians made so far
this off-season: We spent $56 million for
a guy who had DECENT stats last year;
we didn’t get the second coming of Lou
Gehrig.
The Dolans overspent so they
wouldn’t appear cheap in what was clearly
a PR move more than anything else. And
that kid pitcher Bauer they got? Remember Norman Bates in Psycho? Bauer makes
Norman Bates look like Maya Angelou.
Mark Reynolds will make Matt LaPorta
look like a contact hitter. Bottom line: If all
the trades work, maybe we play .500 ball.
If not, we lose 100+ in 2013.
There, I got a chance to vent, and I
feel much better for it, thank you. Things
are looking up.
Isn’t January like the best month of
the year? 
Jeff welcomes all feedback and suggestions, pro or con, which may be sent to
editor@wbvobserver.com.

health & wellness
‘Gulf View Drive’ concludes the
Nibroc Trilogy at Clague Playhouse Start off the new year with financial
advice and spiritual inspiration

by Pam Kilpatrick

C

lague Playhouse will stage
“Gulf View Drive,” the third
play in Arlene Hutton’s
Nibroc Trilogy which began with
“Last Train to Nibroc” followed by
“See Rock City.” In the first two
plays, a young pair of Kentuckians
named May and Raleigh meet, fall
in love, marry and try to reconcile
marital expectations and their
opinionated mothers-in-law.
In “Gulf View Drive,” the time
frame has moved from World War
II to 1953, and May and Raleigh
have moved to Florida, where the
crush of dreams, families and the
turbulence of events just outside
their door threaten their comfort-

able life.
Robert Gibb is the director
and featured in the cast are Bobby
Coyne as Raleigh, Bernadette Hisey
as Mrs. Brummett, Debbie Lenarz
as May, Bette Prendergast as Mrs.
Gill, and Jackie Scheufler as Treva.
The play runs Jan. 11 to Feb.
3 on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2
p.m. Tickets are $16 for adults and
$15 for seniors (60+) and students
and may be purchased by calling
the box office at 440-331-0403,
Wednesday through Saturday from
1-6 p.m. Cash, check, Discover,
MasterCard and Visa are accepted.
Clague Playhouse is located at 1371
Clague Rd. Free parking and handicapped accessible. 

HELP Support cIVIC groups
BY ADVERTISING IN THE OBSERVER –
the MOST POPULAR NEWSPAPER iN our community!
Call Laura at 440-477-3556 to find out more!

by Jan Litterst

U

nity Spiritual Center is kicking off the new year with many
inspirational programs, presented through Centered Wellness at
Unity and EMPOWER Excellence with
Jan Litterst.
Following last year’s successful
Inspired Success Circle, Jan. 7 will
bring the beginning of a four-week
program, Taking Your Flying Leap of
Faith. Inspired by Tama Kieves’ book,
“Inspired & Unstoppable,” this is a
continuing support program for those
seeking wild success in their life’s work.
The cost for the program is $30 prepaid, or $10 per week.
EMPOWER Excellence has been an
affiliate member of Centered Wellness
from its inception in 2010. Jan Litterst
comes to the table with over 18 years in
financial services and has devoted her
life to creating happier relationships
between people and their money.
On Saturday, Jan. 12, 10 a.m. to

noon, all parents are invited to attend,
and bring along their adult children, to
Closing the Bank of Mom (and Dad).
This is a tough-love workshop to allow
adult children to become financially
independent and to allow parents to
become financially free in these trying
financial times!
Cost is $30 per person, $50 for two
parents attending. All of these programs are desperately needed in these
times of “fiscal cliffs,” market downturns and shrinking incomes. Jan’s
presentations are personal, warm and
interactive in the true spirit of spirituality at all levels and they give a new
healthy perspective on money!
Registration is available for all
programs through www.empowerexcellencewithjan.com or by calling Jan
for additional information at 440-6702252. All programs are held at Unity
Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd.,
Westlake. Start 2013 off on the right
note with your money in a healthy way
that will affect your whole year! 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Jan. 8, 6:30-8 p.m.
Bay Village Green Team Meeting
Join us for a brainstorming session to set our
goals for 2013. All are welcome.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

View more events and post your own for FREE on the Observer website at wbvobserver.com

email sarahrintamaki@connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.

Jan. 12, 1-2:30 p.m.
Parents of Children of Color in the Special
Jan. 9, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Needs World: Unique Challenges and OpNortheast Ohio Personal Computer Users portunities
Meeting
Tiffany Williams from Behavioral Health
This month we welcome back Ian Abbott
Services of Greater Cleveland will explore
for “2012 Income Tax Updates.” Ian’s talk
the common concerns African-American,
covers the latest federal, state and local city Arabic and Hispanic parents face while raisincome tax updates. These updates will help ing children with special needs and teach
everyone in preparing their 2012 income tax healthy coping strategies for dealing with
returns. Ian Abbott owns Abacus Financial
emotions. We invite parents to attend as
Services LLC in Avon, a wealth building firm well as caregivers such as grandparents and
concentrating on tax and market beating ac- sitters. Childcare available, email sarahrintative management for individuals and small
maki@connectingforkids.org.
businesses. Prior to starting his business in
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
1991, he was a broker/financial planner for
Ridge Rd.
Merrill Lynch, American Express and worked
Jan. 13, 6 p.m.
for the IRS. Come at 6:30 for refreshments;
Families Anonymous
main program begins at 7:15. Free and open
This free 12-step program meets every Sunto all.
day and is designed for family members of
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
those who have drug, alcohol or behavioral
Ridge Rd.
problems. What you hear, who you see and
what you say stays at the meeting. You will
Jan. 11, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
discover serenity and a better way to live,
New Year’s Resolution: Overcoming Obin spite of your loved one’s unresolved
stacles to Find Time for You
problems. This meeting is for YOU. Help and
As a caregiver of a child with special needs,
hope is a meeting away!
you are usually so busy tending to the needs
of everyone else that you never take any time CrossPointe Community Church, 1800 Columbia Rd., Westlake
for you. Lisa Ruman from the Child & Family
Counseling Center of Westlake will discuss
Jan. 14, 7:30-9 p.m.
caregiver burnout, the victim triangle and the
Rocky River Chamber Music Society
importance of self care. Childcare available,
Concert

The world-renowned Utrecht String Quartet
will perform as part of the Rocky River Chamber Music Society’s 54th season. Although
the Quartet is based in the Netherlands, their
musical world is borderless and boundless.
They will be performing a rarely heard string
quartet by Jean Sibelius along with string
quartets by Felix Mendelssohn and one of
Mendelssohn’s students, Dutch composer Johannes Verhulst. There is no admission charge
for this concert.
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401
Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River
Jan. 15, 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Tuesday Morning Talkers
Do you have a fear of public speaking? Want
to think faster on your feet? Interested in
honing your leadership skills? How about
meeting new people that will challenge you
to succeed in a supportive atmosphere? Join
us on Tuesday mornings and gain the tools,
resources and support you need from Toastmasters International.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.
Jan. 16, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society
Program: The Good, The Bad and the Somewhat Hard to Believe: Using Local History
Books for Genealogy,” presented by historian/
archivist Judy MacKeigan. Social time, with
refreshments, is from 6:30-7 p.m. Public is
invited at no cost.
Porter Room, Westlake Porter Public Library,
27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Jan. 17, 2:30
Patient Care Now and in the Future
Speakers: Cleveland Clinic therapists Renee
Coughlin and Jason Szabo. Learn about the
future of healthcare. Refreshments will be
served.
The Gardens at Westlake, 27569 Detroit Rd.
Jan. 17, 7:15-8:30 p.m.
Crystal Singing Bowl Open Concert/Meditation
Come experience an internal vibratory massage
of your cells in a crystal singing bowl sonic-love
bath. A 13 crystal singing bowl full chakra set
will illuminate a sonic-love-bliss-healing tapestry for a deep gentle-loving tissue dive into
your heart. Crystal grids, sacred art and water
bar will be used to enhance the experience.
Part of the proceeds will benefit the Foundation
for the Law of Time and the Embassy of Peace.
Cost: $15; register at the door or email Iris Water
to save your space at Iriswater@me.com.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd.,
Westlake
Jan. 22, 7 p.m.
Catch A Rising Star
Westlake-Westshore Arts Council will sponsor
“Catch A Rising Star” featuring Robert J. “Boe”
Wank, a senior in the Baldwin Wallace University Theater Program who, following graduation, will be heading for New York City to
launch his career. Come see this self-produced
evening of a “star in the making.”
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center
Ridge Rd.

westlake city schools

Westlake Schools lands grant
for planned IB program
by Kim Bonvissuto

A

Westlake City Schools feasibility
study into launching an International Baccalaureate program at
Westlake High School is one of 39 projects chosen for funding from the state’s
Local Government Innovation Fund.
The Westlake City Schools will
receive the maximum $100,000 grant
award for their efforts to share resources
with Avon Lake City Schools and Berea
City Schools in establishing an International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
Programme at the Westlake High School
campus. Pooling resources among the
three partners and implementing the
feasibility study will provide a collaboration of IB course offerings at one

location similar to how Westlake shares
services for its vocational programming.
This three-district, cross-county IB
consortium’s goal is to provide a high
quality educational experience that is
internationally recognized for its rigor
and well-rounded education in preparation for college and career readiness.
Students who seek to earn an IB
diploma are encouraged to look and
think beyond classroom walls through
inquiry and project-based learning. This
philosophy supports the new Common
Care standards recently adopted by the
State of Ohio that reflect learning experiences designed to challenge students to
think deeply and act with purpose. The
IB Diploma Programme is an umbrella for all that is required in state and

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.

Professional Pet Care Services
“We take the
Personal In-Home worry out of
Pet Care
being away”
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

federal accountability measures. This
opportunity provides all three districts
the ability to provide a more rigorous
and integrated curriculum while being
financially strategic and responsible.
“We are thrilled this partnership
and grant will allow us to provide our
students the opportunity to earn an IB
Diploma that will be recognized anywhere in world,” said Westlake Superintendent Dr. Daniel J. Keenan Jr. “We are
also very excited that the State of Ohio
recognized our efforts to provide excellent programming at an exceptional
value by working to maximize resources.
“This was a very competitive grant
because it wasn’t just limited to school
districts, but any government entity.
There are a lot of excellent examples of
consolidating resources out there and
we are elated our school district was
awarded one of the 39 grants.”
Westlake Gifted Coordinator and
High School IB Coordinator Carol
Froehlich was responsible for drafting

Retired Bay Bus Driver
Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES
(no chandeliers please)

The westside’s housepainter
for over 35 years!
Interior • Exterior

216-529-0360

www.neubertpainting.com

440-871-4389

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

★★NOW YOU CAN★★

RENT-A-HUSBAND
Painting
Handy Man Services
Wallpaper Removal
And all of those jobs and repairs that you
never had the time or talent to do yourself!
Building Code Violation Corrections

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

Ray the Lamp Guy

620 Dover Center Rd. • 440-871-0899

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other
special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

and submitting the grant. Froehlich is a
WHS alum.
The project is among the $2.7 million in grants and $1.1 million in loans
the Local Government Innovation
Council approved to Ohio communities for collaboration projects through
the Ohio Development Services Agency.
The Innovation Fund encourages collaboration, shared services and efficiency at the local level to reduce the cost of
community services and provide a foundation for fiscal sustainability. Westlake’s
program was chosen from among more
than 87 grant applications. 
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