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Family fun after the
sun goes down

Westlake neighbors stage
a theatrical end to summer

by Kathleen Shields

T

he weekend is one of the great oxymorons of
family life. In theory, it’s a time to re-connect
with your favorite people after a hectic week
of work, school and other commitments. In reality,
it’s a sprint until Monday morning reappears.
Here’s a low-stress option from Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center: Ease your family into
the weekend by taking part in a Fall Hayride Night.
On Friday, Oct. 5, enjoy a pizza and salad dinner
followed by a 20-minute hayride through the
Cleveland Metroparks’ Huntington Reservation.
Join the kids as they make an autumnal tree
mosaic or fall-themed felt door hanger, meet and
greet wildlife and visit the planetarium. And what’s
more, you can do any or all of these activities at
your own pace, hang out with old friends and
make a few new friends too!
» See FAMILY FUN, page 2

Have your pets blessed
Oct. 4 at St. Raphael
The cast of “Astrius,” a drama written, produced and performed by a young group of Westlake neighbors.

by Anne Straitiff

A

re your
pets a
blessing
to you? Then
let St. Raphael
Church help
you bless them
in return. The
eighth annual
Blessing of the
Pets will take
place on the Father Steve Breck blesses a
feast of St. Fran- dog at last year’s St. Raphael
cis of Assisi, pet blessing event.
Thursday, Oct. 4,
at 6:30 p.m. on the front lawn of St. Raphael Church in
Bay Village.
Individual blessings will be given to each animal.
Dog treats from Landmark will be distributed and a
garden statue of St. Francis will be given away. The event
is free and all are welcome!
The following items will be collected for area animal
shelters: canned dog and cat food, dry cat food (no dry
dog food), pet crates/taxis, kitty litter, bleach, paper
towels, anti-bacterial wipes, cash donations for medical
supplies and veterinary visits, gift cards for Landmark,
PetPeople, Petsmart, Pet Supplies Plus, or Petco.
St. Raphael is located at 525 Dover Center Rd.,
between Wolf Road and the railroad tracks.
Please note: Dogs should be on leashes; cats and
other pets in carriers or cages. The event will be cancelled
if it rains. 

HUGE YARD SALE
Sat. Sept. 22 • 9am-4pm

Clague House
Museum
1371 Clague Rd.

by Mary Schordock

W

hile most families spend
their final summer evening
going out for ice cream or
taking one final dip in the pool, one
Westlake neighborhood found a new
way to celebrate the end of the summer
this year. On Aug. 15, nearly 30 people
traveled to a Westlake home to attend

Browns support
Youth Challenge
by Kathy Rigdon
The Browns may have lost
against Philadelphia, but the kids
from Youth Challenge were the
winners at the team’s home opener
on Sept. 9. For the seventh year,
the Cleveland Browns Foundation
donated a suite, 50 tickets and a
chance to be on the field for pregame festivities to Youth Challenge.
Besides getting an up-close view
of the team warming up, the kids also
got to meet former Browns stars and
the game’s honorary co-captains,
Bernie Kosar and Webster Slaughter.
For 36 years, Youth Challenge
has been fulfilling its mission of
bringing together children with

the one and only performance of “Astrius,” an original drama written by Emily
and Adam Schordock. The show’s cast
of eight children provided an unforgettable experience with their original
production and brought the summer to
a more-than-satisfactory close.
The production was staged by
the Westlake Mini Playhouse Theatre,
which began nearly 10 years ago with

Emily and Adam, along with their older
brother Scott, writing small one-acts in
their home’s basement. Over time, the
productions became more and more
elaborate going from a simple script to
shows consisting of make up, dry ice,
sound effects and elaborate lighting.
This small theatre became a wonderful
way for the siblings to bond.
» See ASTRIUS, page 5

physical disabilities and youth volunteers who enrich each other’s lives
through one-on-one participation in
adapted sports and recreational activities. The organization provides free

programming and transportation to
children from all over Northeast Ohio.
For more information, visit
youthchallengesports.com or call
440-892-1001. 
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Then continue the new
family tradition by joining
in on the Halloween Hayride Night on Friday, Oct.
26. Come in costume and
make sure everyone gets
their fill of the pizza and
salad dinner in anticipation
of a busy evening! Trick-ortreat through the (un-scary!)
Wildlife Gardens, stop at
a craft station to make a
take-home treasure and
check out a star show in the
planetarium. After hayride A group heads out from Lake Erie Nature & Science
through spooky-free Hun- Center during one of last year’s hayride nights. Two
tington Reservation, take family-friendly hayrides are scheduled for this fall –
a few minutes by the fire Oct. 5 and Oct. 26.
to gather the tykes and bid
farewell to the Center until your next visit!
6 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 15, celebrate
Pre-registration is required for these the darkest night of the month during the
extremely popular Fall Family Nights. Reserve next installment, “Night of the New Moon”.
a spot by calling 440-871-2900. Hayrides run First, stop in the Planetarium so the kids
continuously, rain or shine, from 6 to 9 p.m., will learn how to look for the phases of the
cost $12 per adult and $8 per child, ages 2 and Moon. Then, transform a flashlight into a
up, and are FREE for kids 1 year and under.
decorative paper lantern that can light the
Scheduling ahead? Lake Erie Nature & way on a trail walk as you put your newfound
Science Center just launched another new skills to the test. Tickets are $7 per person,
series developed with families in mind. The $35 for a family of five or more and are on
regular “Nightfall at the Nature Center” series sale through Nov. 7.
will shine a light on activity in and around
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is
the Center once the sun goes down. From located at 28728 Wolf Rd. in Bay Village. 

Businesses:

You’re unique,
we’re unique.

The Observer offers you a unique opportunity to
reach customers on a more personal and positive
level, and to become part of this community
project by participating as an advertising supporter.
Call Laura for details, 440-477-3556.

Mihaljevic case to be explored
in-depth on crime TV show
by Shawn Rech

T

he 1989 kidnapping and murder
of 10-year-old
Bay Village resident Amy
Mihaljevic will be featured
on the local crime-solving television program,
“Crime Stoppers Case
Files.” The special Oct. 6
episode will be dedicated
solely to Amy’s case.
Viewers will hear Lead Detective Lt. Mark Spaetzel
from lead detective Lt. will release new evidence during
Mark Spaetzel, who will the program in hopes of creating
describe the crime as it’s new leads.
re-enacted. Amy’s father,
Mark Mihaljevic, will also be case murders, including four in
featured, giving what many Cleveland. The program focuses
consider his most comprehen- on each victim as an individusive interview since Amy’s body al, sharing personal details to
was discovered 23 years ago. appeal to the humanity of those
Mark discusses the hours after withholding evidence. Investhe disappearance, learning of tigators have long believed
Amy’s death and the devastating someone other than the killer
effects on his family, including has information on Amy’s disaphis divorce from wife Margaret pearance.
and her subsequent death after
“Crime Stoppers Case Files”
years of despair.
airs every Saturday evening at 7
Bay Village police are releas- p.m. on WKYC Channel 3. The
ing new evidence on the program Amy special will air Saturday,
in hopes it can create new leads. Oct. 6. The production company
Viewers of “Crime Stop- has released a brief preview of
pers Case Files” have called in the episode, available at: vimeo.
tips that helped solve ten cold- com/49413412. 

Over 480 citizens
have contributed to
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emergency and intensive care services. And thanks to a new
streamlined process, patients can expect reduced wait
times. You’ll feel confident knowing you have easy access
to Cleveland Clinic world class care whenever you need it.

fairviewhospital.org/EDICU
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With a new, expanded facility, the Emergency Department/ICU

Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest in
Westlake or Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
Aim for 300-500 words.
• Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure
accuracy.
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy
others’ work and remember to credit your sources. Be
respectful of others.
• Write for the community. Your stories will be read by
people throughout Westlake and Bay Village (and
beyond) so keep the audience in mind when choosing
topics.
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Enhanced emergency
and intensive care access.

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal
community newspaper and website written by, for
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,
providing perspectives and information about
topics and events in our community.
The mission of the Westlake | Bay Village Observer
is to inform, involve and energize the community
through citizen participation of 450+ community
writers.
We encourage residents of all ages in Westlake
and Bay to join in and share stories, photos, and
information about our great communities.
We do not accept payment for the inclusion of
articles.
The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a locallyowned news source published biweekly.
The views and opinions expressed in this
publication do not necessarily reflect the views and
opinions of the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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• Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through editors
who review stories for spelling and grammar. We try to
keep the news as “unfiltered” as possible, but may edit
length and content if necessary.
• Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal or
business relationship with the subject of your story, let
your readers know.
• Don’t write stories solely to promote your business–
that’s what ads are for.
Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice or
help with topics, content or the submission process.
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at www.
wbvobserver.com and submit your stories & photos.
Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2 megabytes
in size. If you have questions, contact us at staff@
wbvobserver.com.
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30
MINUTE
EMERGENCY

PLEDGE
Introducing
St. John Medical Center’s
30-Minute Emergency Pledge
When you’re hurt, sick or just not feeling well, the last
thing you want to do is wait in an emergency room.
That’s why St. John Medical Center has introduced the
30-Minute Emergency Pledge. When you arrive through
our Emergency Department doors, you will be seen by
a member of our caring team of ER physicians
within 30 minutes.
Their expertise is matched by our state-of-the-art
Emergency Department, which helps our staff quickly
assess your condition and respond appropriately. As one
of Ohio’s few hospitals with a Level III Trauma Center together
with accredited Chest Pain and Primary Stroke Centers,
St. John Medical Center assures that you will be treated in a
timely manner following national standards, resulting in
superior medical outcomes.
Emergency medicine is about skilled care and speed. At St. John
Medical Center, we pledge to provide fast, efficient quality care...
with heart and compassion.

All within 30 minutes.

{

{

This is our pledge to better serve you.
Roy Seitz, MD
Emergency Department Medical Director

STJOHNMEDICALCENTER.NET

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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faith & spirituality

Unity goes ‘In Search of the
Future’ Sept. 28
by Jan Litterst

W

here did we come from? Why
are we here? What do the “wise
ones” know?
These are questions that many of you
may have asked over your lifetimes. On
Friday, Sept. 28, Unity Spiritual Center,
in a special Spiritual Cinema offering in
combination with the annual Fall Program, presents a bold synthesis of information, uniting ancient prophecy and
indigenous wisdom with cutting-edge
science with the showing of “In Search
of the Future,” a feature-length documentary in the nature-of-the-universe
genre pioneered by “What the Bleep Do
We Know?” and “The Secret.”
This uplifting film was shot in the
deserts, mountains, caves and universities of southern Africa and the cities and
mountains of America and Mexico. From
the “Cradle of Humankind” in South
Africa and the Kalahari Desert, home of
the world’s oldest humans, to the Rocky
Mountains, cliff dwellings and cities of
America and the remote mountain lakes
of Mexico, the film presents to indigenous
elders, visionary futurists, and Western
scientists – the “wise ones” of the planet
– questions, lots and lots of questions:
“Where did we humans come from?
What does it mean to be human? Is there
a new phase of human evolution yet to

come, the era of the ‘true human’? Where
are we headed as a species? What role
do we have to play in the future of our
planet? What about the Mayan Calendar
and the year 2012? The Hopi Prophecy?
Could we be at the dawn of a new era of
global inter-connectedness?”
The answers are engaging, astounding, curiously similar, yet spanning a
wide range of perspectives. Director
Andrew Cameron Bailey asks his viewers to ponder the big picture.
Be there to see this beautiful movie
and to hear the wisdom of the wise ones
the world over on Friday, Sept. 28, beginning at 7 p.m. at Unity Spiritual Center,
23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake. Spiritual
Cinema is a monthly program which
includes popcorn, the featured movie and
a relevant discussion group with snacks
from Nature’s Bin following the feature.
The discussion group, which will be
led by Laverne Wilson, promises to pose
excellent questions to ponder from the
producers of the movie. The monthly features and discussions produce thoughtprovoking insights which last long after
the evening concludes.
For more information, registration
and prepayment using Paypal ($10 per
person), visit Unity’s website www.unityspiritualcenter.com or call 440-8350400. Walk-ins are also welcome and can
pay at the door. 

Westlake Recreation

Plenty to do at the Rec this fall
by Jim Dispirito
Shawn Hood’s Player/Parent Clinic
(Boys & Girls Grades K-2)
Looking for a way to spend time
with your child and also improve their
basketball skills? This is the class for
you. Learn what you can work on with
your child to help improve their shooting, dribbling, ball handling and much
more. A fun way to spend an hour with
your child and learn from one of the
best. Saturday, Sept. 22, 3-4 p.m. Fee:
$10/members; $20/non-members.

Hoopin’ It Up (Boys & Girls Grades
K-6)
Getting ready for your season? Just
want to learn more about the game?
Either way, these preseason workouts
will help you develop the skills to take
your game to the next level. Each session
will focus on the fundamentals of the
game, building as the weeks go along
to prepare players for game competition. Ball handling, passing, shooting
footwork and defense will be the primary skills taught by coaches Jeff Huber
(varsity basketball coach) and Brianne
Huber (middle school coach). Each
player will be given drills to work on at
the conclusion of the workouts so that
their improvement will continue. Sundays, Oct. 14-Nov. 4, noon-12:45 p.m.
(for grades K-3), 12:45-1:30 p.m. (for
grades 4-6). Fee: $75/members; $80/
residents; $85/non-residents.

Family BINGO Night
It’s the family fun game…..BINGO!
Stay out late and enjoy this fun event.
Light refreshments will be served and
prizes will be awarded. Ages 5 and up.
Thursday, Oct. 11, 6:30-8 p.m. Fee: $5
for member parent and one child, $2
per extra child; or $10 for Westlake
resident parent and one child, $5 per
extra child.

Kids in the Kitchen – Cooking School
(ages 7-10)
Kids will learn how to make creative
treats. All supplies included. Must notify
the instructor of any and all allergies one
week prior to class. Thursday, Sept. 20,
4-5 p.m. Fee: $25/members; $35/nonmembers.

No School Day Camp (grades K-6)

This camp is designed to keep kids
entertained with games, swimming, art
projects and other fun activities. Children will need to bring a brown bag
lunch, swimsuit and towel. An afternoon
snack will be provided. We reserve the
right to verify grade level on each and
every child. Friday, Oct. 12, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Fee: $30/members; $45/residents;
$50/non-residents.
More information regarding all of
these programs and more can be found
at our website at www.wlrec.org or by
stopping by the Recreation Center at
28955 Hilliard Blvd., calling us at 440808-5700 or by picking up our new Rec
Gazette. 

Westlake/Dover reunion party
Sept. 28
by Kim Bonvissuto

T

he Westlake/
Dover AllClass Reunion
Spectacular at La
Centre will be held
on Friday, Sept. 28.
Doors open at 8 p.m.
and the event runs
until 1 a.m.
It’s a casual, come straight from
the football game kind of event in a
beautiful facility that will accommodate a celebration of all classes and
Westlake Schools sponsors/supporters.
The event is the highlight of the
Reunion Weekend! The ticket price of
$60 covers:
Food, live entertainment in two
ballrooms, professional photography,
a free All-Class Reunion t-shirt as well
as an All-Class Reunion bag filled with
flyer deals from our local sponsors.
A portion of your ticket cost will
support the alumni connection with
Westlake schools long after this exciting
All-Class Reunion weekend ends
Alumni will present a gift to
WHS that celebrates Westlake Demon
Pride…the gift will be revealed at the
Homecoming football game.

All La Centre
event ticket purchasers
will have their names
placed inside an “All
Class Reunion Westlake W” plaque to be
displayed in the new
high school commemorating your alumni
contribution to Westlake Schools.
Dance and party to the sounds
of the Rockin Ravers in the main ballroom. Enjoy the melodies of musician
Jeff Varga in the quieter lounge-like
setting of the smaller ballroom. It’s
casual...guests can travel between the
two rooms as they enjoy tailgate foods
and mingle with fellow Westlake/Dover
grads.
A photographer will be snapping
away during the entire event weekend.
You might just see yourself up on the
huge screens as photos taken from the
past and during this alumni weekend
will scroll as you dance to the sounds
of the Rockin Ravers, and you will have
free access to all the photos on a special
website.
So what are you waiting for! Don’t
miss this “first of its kind” event for
Westlake/Dover high school alumni! 

Gardens at Westlake resident wins
big at downtown casino
by Barb Bartlome

O

n a recent, sunny afternoon,
residents from the Gardens at
Westlake senior living facility departed on one of their many
planned outings for the month, but the
first-time trip to the Horseshoe Casino
in Cleveland proved to be beyond anyone’s expectation.
Once the group arrived at the
casino everyone went to the various
areas they wanted, so they were not
all in the same location at one time.
After enjoying the afternoon there they
had lunch and then boarded the bus to
return to the Gardens.
On the bus, the activity director
chatted with the residents, asking if
anyone won any money. Several said
they won small amounts but it came
as a shock when resident Kay Rehor

quietly announced she had won $5,400
and waved her check in the air for all
to see.
Kay related that she played slot
machines on the first floor and had
little success so she then moved on to
the slot machines on the second floor.
The first machine she played turned
out to be the winning machine for her
as the flashing lights went on and she
was informed what she won. Naturally,
the first question was if she wanted it
in cash or a check; she immediately
declined cash and once taxes were
automatically deducted she received
her check.
When asked if she had decided to
do anything special with the money
she said she really had not given it any
thought but did plan on returning to
the casino with her son the following
weekend. 

classifieds
Classifieds – just $20 per issue for a 2-1/4” square, black & white ad. Call
Laura at 440-477-3556 or email laura@wbvobserver.com for details.

SMILLIE
CARPENTRY

Specializing in:
Decks, Porches & Fences • Interior
& Exterior Trim • Installation of
Hardwood Floors & Cabinets
Custom Built Bookcases
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

440-463-1924

email: jimsmillie10@gmail.com
web: smilliecarpentry.blogspot.com
PLEASE PROOFREAD

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved.
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sporting views

senior living

by Jeff Bing

Information about Medicare’s
open enrollment, Oct. 15 to Dec. 7

The Art of deception

I

was deeply saddened last week
when I learned of the passing of
former Browns owner Art Modell.
But NOT for the reasons you may
think.
You see, Modell’s passing guaranteed us fans that the local media
would feel obligated to remind us –
relentlessly – for the next week or so
of the role this guy played in taking
our beloved Brownies on the midnight
train (with apologies to Gladys Night)
to Maryland.
Being a somewhat unstable (aka
“’typical”) Cleveland sports fan, I was
just now coming to grips with the fact
that our football team (or what should
have been our team) won the Super
Bowl after the Y2K football season.
Except for the one minor, nagging
detail being the team wasn’t in Cleveland anymore, having moved to Baltimore after the ‘95 season. But it was
supposed to be OUR Super Bowl, don’t
you understand?
I really don’t need the extra stress
at this time, especially since I just
recently talked myself down off the
ledge from which I had been perched
(precariously) ever since LeBron got
his ring. Again, it should have happened in Cleveland, but didn’t. (Anybody picking up on a distinct pattern
here)?
Would now be a good time to
mention Jose Mesa? Nah, just kidding
– more or less.
And while we are on the subject
of Y2K, does anyone remember all the
doom and gloom the naysayers were
predicting when the clock struck midnight on New Year’s Eve, 1999? How we
were going to lose electricity, water,
basically everything – all at once?
Sounds eerily similar to life after a particularly bad night at the Horseshoe
Casino, doesn’t it? Seriously, how could
anyone get so easily suckered into the
“sky-is-falling” routine spouted by
all the doomsayers at the time? Hope
you weren’t that dumb, and were, you
know, “smart” like me.

I was researching the Y2K Cleveland, er, Baltimore Ravens season –
you know, the one they won the Super
Bowl with former Cleveland Browns
players and staff – and saw that the
expansion Browns played the Ravens
twice that season. On Oct. 1, at Browns
Stadium, we lost to the Ravens by a
score of 12-0. When the Browns traveled to Baltimore on Nov. 26, the
outcome was even worse: a 44-7 loss.
Hmm...problems on offense, huh?
In Cleveland, as far as sports are
concerned, doesn’t it seem like the
more things change the more they stay
the same?
I have to share a secret with you:
I’ve had many, many, MANY reasons
to wish bad of teams, or owners, or
whatever over the last half-century.
Okay, that part isn’t exactly a secret, it’s
pretty much common knowledge the
Cleveland representative in any sport
usually stinks, but on three occasions
in my life have I actually reached out to
a higher power to step in and intervene
on my behalf.
I only asked for three things:
1. Art Modell not win a Super Bowl
in Baltimore.
2. Mr. Giggles himself, Bill Belichick, never win a Super Bowl (anywhere).
3. LeBron not win a championship.
Someday, ask me how those
prayers worked out. When (if ) I stop
crying, I’ll be happy to answer your
question.
I guess the real message I can
take away from those three disappointments is: “This is Cleveland, pal.
Any and every move this town makes,
sports-wise, will ultimately backfire.”
So true. And the good news is that
I, personally, never do anything stupid.
Yes, at least I have my pride and dignity.
By the way: I have about 126 cases
of twelve- (almost thirteen-) year-old
bottled water in “like-new” condition
in my basement, if anyone’s interested.
And 49 years worth of freeze-dried
Cheetos. I’m open to offers. 
Jeff welcomes all feedback and suggestions,
pro or con, which may be sent to editor@
wbvobserver.com.

Local merchants:
Become a

Handy Man Services

Painting
Gutter Cleaning $70-$75
Drywall, Plastering
Electrical/Plumbing
Window Repair
Porch/Steps Repair
Garage Door Repair
Deck/Home Pressure
Washing

destination
location!

Entice customers by carrying the
Observer. People seek us out and visit
& support businesses that distribute the
community’s most popular newspaper.
Call us at 440-409-0114 to become a
destination location.

by Kristi Vaughn, LSW

M

edicare’s annual open enrollment period is Oct. 15 through
Dec. 7. Here are some facts for
those considering or already enrolled in
Medicare:
Who should be concerned with open
enrollment?
Once per year, everyone who is eligible and wants to enroll or already is
enrolled in a Medicare Part D plan and/
or a Medicare Advantage Plan/Medicare
Part C can either enroll without penalty
during this time or review their current
plan to see if it is still the most advantageous based on their current situation.
What is Medicare Part D?
All people with Medicare are eligible
to enroll in a Medicare drug plan without penalty during open enrollment.
These plans are offered by insurance
companies and other private companies approved by Medicare. These plans
can either add coverage to traditional
Medicare or will be included in some
Medicare Advantage Plans.
You should be aware that it is very
important to compare drug plans since
there are many things to consider, such
as if a plan will even cover your medication based on a formulary, costs of
monthly premiums, deductibles and
co-payments or coinsurance. This is
just as important to do once a year as
it is the first time you sign up for a plan
because oftentimes the plans change or
your medication changes and you risk

not being enrolled in the most effective
plan for you.
Visit www.medicare.gov/find-aplan to check on drug plan costs, or
contact your current plan.
What are Medicare Advantage Plans or
Medicare Part C?
Advantage plans are options that
are approved by Medicare, but are run
by private insurance companies. They
are not Original or Traditional Medicare.
They provide Medicare-covered benefits
to their members, and may even offer
extra benefits that Original Medicare
doesn’t cover and may also have a drug
plan included in the policy.
These plans have special rules
and so each member needs to be very
careful when choosing an Advantage
plan and be sure to follow such rules.
To find out more about Medicare
Advantage Plans and if they are available in your area, visit www.medicare.
gov/find-a-plan and choose the link
“Find and Compare Medigap Policies”
under Additional Tools. Or you can call
1-800-MEDICARE.
Please note that these plans are
NOT secondary insurance/Medigap
policies to Medicare. Medigap policies
are entirely different policies that help
to cover what Medicare does not.
This information can be confusing
for many people so you can always contact your local senior center for assistance or call the OSHIP (Ohio Senior
Health Insurance Program) hotline at
1-800-686-1578. 

Astrius continued from front page
Being avid readers, Emily and
Adam got the idea this past June of
starting a book club for the kids in their
neighborhood, but as the summer progressed they decided it might be even
more fun to bring all the kids together
and bring the Westlake Mini Playhouse
Theatre back to life.
All the children were very excited
about the idea and soon enough a
script had been written, the characters had been cast and the two month
rehearsal process began.
The cast included Jessica Bernath,
Anna Craven, Avery and Grant Junkins,
Anna and Alex Rendziak, and Adam and
Emily Schordock.
Each cast member had several
lines to memorize and plenty of blocking cues to follow as they prepared
to take an audience into the world of
“Astrius.”
“Astrius” tells the story of Cynthia,
a princess cursed at birth by an evil
witch to prick her finger on a poisoned
apple and die on the day of her thirteenth birthday.
When she turns thirteen and her
father refuses to tell her why she cannot
go outside or eat apples, Cynthia runs
away from home in an attempt to learn
the truth about her past.
She slowly begins to uncover her
story and learns that to save herself
from this curse she must find the leg-

endary Astrius: a magical deer trapped
in a mirror that has landed in the hands
of the same witch that cursed Cynthia!
Along with the help of the knight Sir
Alex, an ancient wizard and a few fairies, Cynthia travels to fight the witch
and free Astrius from his prison.
The production became so large
that the cast decided to move the show
outside. Tents were pitched as dressing
rooms, lawn chairs and blankets were
spread and finally the night of the show
arrived.
Audience members were greeted
upon arrival and given a program, then
led to their seat in the back yard.
Everyone who attended the production was amazed at how well all the
kids got along and were blown away by
their professional attitude.
Cast members even autographed
programs following the performance
while the moms set up a potluck dinner.
“Astrius” was, needless to say, a
success. The cast was very happy with
their performance and hope to perform
again with the Westlake Mini Playhouse
Theatre.
Emily and Adam have even already
begun to plan a Halloween-themed fall
production for late October. 
Know of something interesting in Westlake/
Bay? Share your story! We’ll help get you
started. Email us at staff@wbvobserver.com.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Experiencing the monarch butterfly migration

WEST SHORE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

West Shore Chamber
Upcoming Events
Social Networking Breakfast
Joint Chamber Business BEFORE Hours

Tuesday, October 2

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
Optional Speed Networking
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

Champps in Crocker Park
12 Main Street
Westlake
Cost: FREE for Power of MORE! Chamber
Members
$25 for Non-Members
No RSVP Required
Sponsor: MySocialNetworkingCoach.com
_______________________________________

Second Tuesday,
Networking Luncheon
Tuesday, October 9
Bob Willis
Networking begins 11:30 a.m.
Lunch served at noon
$20 Per Person

Westlake Holiday Inn

1100 Crocker Rd.
Westlake
Please make your Reservation
by calling the Chamber
Office at 440-835-8787 by
Friday, Oct. 5th
_______________________________________

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
River Financial Group
(Insurance)
2035 Crocker Rd. #103
Westlake
440-730-3131
Anthony Moore, Dir. Employee Benefits
www.riverfinancialgroup.com
Merrill Lynch
(Financial Planners)
1375 E. 9th St., 14th Floor
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
216-363-3631
Adam Amorn, Financial Advisor
www.merrilllynch.com

sible that he finally just worked
up the strength to fly away out
ur lives were
the window of the playhouse. I
touched by a
heartily want that to be the case.
monarch butShe greeted me that eveterfly during this season’s
ning holding a plastic bag with
migration. You may have
a few bits of Archie’s wing. I still
noticed that the skies and
maintain that, while it is evitrees were full of mondence of something, it doesn’t
archs in early September.
prove he was eaten. I reminded
This was an especially big
her that after the yellow jacket
migration, and the sight
incident Archie had lost a little
was breathtaking. They
more of that wing and that may
came through northeastaccount for what she had found.
ern Ohio on their annual
Our week with Archie was
migration path from
a week of grace. I love that my
Canada to Mexico, where
daughter did not flinch from
they winter until the cycle The Mack family of Bay Village experienced the
the injured monarch and did
beauty – and occasional heartbreak– of migrating
begins again.
her best to care for him. Archie
One little guy, who monarchs like the one pictured above. (No, this
made us curious about the
one’s
not
Archie.)
managed to lose part
magnificent monarch butterof his wings and one antenna, was watched, hundreds of monarchs came flies. He made us want to honor him in
carried home by my eight-year-old back to the tree, alighting and opening some way. It turns out there is somedaughter. She refused to believe that and closing their beautiful, luminous thing we can do.
he would die shortly of his injuries and wings. I was transfixed by the sight as
Monarch butterflies require milklovingly placed him on a branch of a Archie opened and closed his wings in weed to lay their eggs for the catertree in our Bay Village backyard, which the morning sunlight along with the pillars. Only milkweed will do. So, in
we had taken to calling the butterfly rest of them. It felt like a miracle.
honor of Archie, please don’t pull out
tree because of the hundreds of monBut, alas, Archie was missing fully any milkweed growing in your yard,
archs alighting and drinking nectar half of his wings and could not take and if you want to make a habitat for
there. When I first saw him I winced flight, although he tried again and monarchs in the spring, set aside a
at his state but told my daughter that again. A couple of days went by, and part of your yard and plant some milkit was very kind of her to give him such we watched on a Saturday morning as weed. Archie’s relatives will thank you
a nice place to recover.
Archie unsuccessfully tried to fend off for it. 
Somewhat more jaded myself, I an attacking yellow jacket, who, to our
Milkweed seed packets are availwondered how long a butterfly lives horror, actually chewed a little hole in able for free (or a $3 donation) from the
anyway, maybe a week or two? And his wing within seconds.
Live Monarch Foundation, livemonso I Googled the monarch and found
My husband, who is deathly afraid arch.org.
that the first three generations live two of bees and wasps, bravely shooed the
to five weeks, but that the migratory attacker away. We realized that Archie
fourth generation will live eight to nine needed protection, and placed him in
months. Why? Because they have to our daughter’s abandoned playhouse
stay alive long enough to migrate some with a nice big cutting from the butter3,000 miles.
fly tree. We checked on him frequently,
The fourth generation monarch and I started to think that he was pretty
is a kind of super-butterfly, made cute, particularly when he rolled out
to withstand the forces of time and his proboscis and cocked his little
weather and circumstance to make it head back and forth while drinking
Superb Food • Great Bar • Spectacular Patio
all the way back to sunny Mexico, per- nectar.
Open for Dinner at 5pm Mon.-Sat.
haps with tattered wings and missing
I held my breath the entire week
antennae, to continue the life cycle. It that Archie was with us, waiting for the
LIVE MUSIC on the PATIO
turns out that an injured monarch can moment when the tears would come,
Weather Permitting
Every Fri. & Sat Night! 9pm
still take flight, even if missing up to and, of course, they did. My daughter
30 percent of its wings. But a monarch called me at work on Thursday after- Visit our website’s event page for list of musicians
cannot regenerate its missing parts.
noon to ask if had moved Archie. I
HAPPY HOUR 5-7PM M-F
Our butterfly, now named Archie, could tell she had already been crying,
was part of this migratory super- and she sobbed that Archie was gone.
Best Happy Hour - Voted Five Out of Five Olives!
generation and was still alive and
I told her that I had seen him in the
18515 Detroit Avenue • Lakewood, OH
vigorous, although flightless, the next morning and that he had been testing
216.221.3500 • georgetownrestaurant.net
morning, sitting on his branch. As I his wings (all true) and that it is pos-

O

Georgetown
You Need to Visit

Westlake Ace Hardware
(Retail-Hardware)
27255 Detroit Rd.
Westlake
440-871-4223
Matthew Riley, Store Mgr.
www.ehhardware.com

for as
little as

OR ALL 3 SERVICES forlittleas as

a month

a month

BUNDLE 2 SERVICES

by Lisa Mack
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PRICE GUaRantEED until

Choose from 4 connection
speeds up to 50Mbps
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Packages with
80 to 350 channels
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Construction,
Cleveland
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More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

1-888-715-4719

Limited time offer available to new residential customers in serviceable areas and current customers adding a product line. $60.00 per month bundle includes any two: 2Mbps Internet, Basic Cable with one Digital Adapter or
Essential Phone. $70.00 per month bundle includes 2Mbps Internet, Basic Cable with one Digital Adapter and Essential Phone. Bundle prices guaranteed until January 1, 2015. Prices and price guarantees exclude taxes,
fees (including, as applicable, regulatory and franchise fees, regulatory recovery fees, Subscriber Line Charges (currently $4.00), Network Line Fees (currently $4.00), carrier fees and access fees and
charges), cost recovery charges, surcharges, excises, program related fees (such as universal service, telecom relay services for the visually/hearing impaired, rights-of-way access, and programs
supporting the 911/E911 system), equipment, installation, service call charges, and measured, per call or other usage-based, or separately billed charges. Number of channels available based on your cable
package subscription. To receive certain services you must lease a WOW! modem at $5.00 per month. Digital equipment is required on every TV to receive WOW! Cable. TVs with built-in QAM digital tuners do not need WOW!
digital equipment to receive WOW! Basic Cable. Additional Digital Adapters are available at $2.00 per month. WOW! offers a discount of $2.00 to customers who use their own navigation devices in lieu of the WOW! supplied
equipment that is included in this offer. $3.50 fee for each CableCARD will apply. Digital TV or Ultra TV equipment is required to receive Ultra TV, WOW! OnDemand, DVR, HD and other digital services and may result in additional
charges. Phone service (including access to 911) is not available if you lose your broadband connection and, in the event of a power outage, is available only for the duration of backup power sources. Essential Phone is sold with
a per minute long distance plan for all domestic long distance calls including calls to Canada. Internet speeds not guaranteed. Actual Internet speeds may vary. Offers not valid with any other discount. Offers and services subject
to change without notice. Please see WOW!’s complete terms and conditions or call WOW! for further information regarding services and offers. Congratulations, your vision is excellent. © 2012 WideOpenWest Finance, LLC.
8/3/12 8:58 AM
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North Coast Health
Ministry raises
$140,000 to help
care for uninsured

by Jeanine Gergel

M

ore than 360 people turned out for North Coast
Health Ministry’s Summer Garden Party celebration on Aug. 30 at LaCentre. Proceeds of over
$140,000 were raised through the event, which represents
more than 10 percent of the organization’s operating budget
and will be used exclusively to support the life-saving health
care NCHM provides.
“We are extremely grateful for the wonderful outpouring
of support that we received that evening,” says NCHM Executive Director Lee E. Elmore. “It is truly wonderful
to know that so many caring and compassionate
people in our community share our concern for the
health and welfare of the low-income uninsured.

Thomas Comerford, MD, Richard Watts, MD,
and Christopher Suntala, MD

Jill Oatey and Kate Joyce

7

The event was co-chaired by Sandy Haas, Kate Joyce and
Wendy Kieding. Honorary Chairs were David J. and Martha
Hessler. The winning ticket for the Austrian Holiday Raffle
was held by Cullen Thompson of North Olmsted.
At the event, the following awards were presented:
• Community Champion Award: Randall D. Cebul, MD
• Partner Award: The Cleveland Foundation
• Hahn/Hoeffler/Sanders Memorial Award for Outstanding Medical Volunteers: Marjorie Saunders, LPN
• Angel Volunteer Award: Mary Lou Kerr

Roger and Leita Spencer, Keith Stuart and Nancy and Bill
Huffman

bay village city schools

Bay High has two National
Merit Semifinalists

Smaller incisions. Bigger benefits.
Robotic Surgery Offers Minimally Invasive
Alternative to Traditional Thoracic Surgery

by Karen Derby

B

Traditionally, tumors in the chest have been removed through open
surgery, a major operation with a lengthy recovery time. But now
such complex surgeries can be performed with even greater precision
using a high-tech treatment alternative: robotic surgery.

ay High School seniors Rannie Dong
and Campbell Slatton have been named
National Merit Semifinalists by the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation. These students are
among the one percent of U.S. graduating seniors
qualifying for the distinction based on scores of
the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) college entrance exam
taken during their junior year.
The semifinalists will now be entered into
the National Merit Finalist competition and must
maintain an outstanding academic record and
earn SAT scores that confirm their earlier qualifying test performance. Finalists are often favorably
considered for college admissions and scholarships, as the program publicizes results to institutions of higher learning.
“This is truly a significant academic achievement,” said Clint Keener, superintendent of the
Bay Village City School District. “We are very proud
of Rannie and Campbell. It is apparent that their
consistent effort and dedication toward their studies over the years have made it possible for them to
be included in this elite category of students.” 

Cleveland Clinic cardiothoracic surgeon R. Thomas Temes, MD, FACS,
MBA, at Fairview Hospital, says that robotic surgery can be an effective
option. “It allows us to use a minimally invasive approach, but it also
offers 3-D visualization and more sophisticated instrumentation.” The
3-D technology provides a highly magnified image of the inside of
the body, which ensures greater accuracy. Additionally, the surgeon
is always in control of instrument movement and placement, as the
arm and wrist of the robot mimics the surgeon’s precise movements.
All this translates to a number of benefits for patients. Because the
surgery does not require large, open incisions, patients may experience
a quicker recovery with significantly less pain and, in many cases,
better outcomes.
Robotic surgery is performed for many cardiothoracic conditions including:
• Lobectomy (the removal of a lung lobe) and other lung
operations for the treatment of benign or cancerous growths
• Operations of the esophagus
• Biopsy or removal of lymph nodes
• Removal of tumors of the mediastinum (the area of the chest
between the lungs)
• Operations on the pericardium (the membrane that encloses
the heart).

Bay High senior
Rannie Dong

Bay High senior
Campbell Slatton

Fall Tree Pruning

The robot can also be used to treat women’s health issues such as
hysterectomy, and urologic issues such as prostate cancer. The
technology can even be used to remove nerves to treat conditions
such as sweaty hands or chronic pain.

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

The westside’s housepainter
for over 35 years!

Dr. Temes is a Cleveland Clinic cardiothoracic surgeon who practices
at Fairview Hospital, the only community hospital on Cleveland’s
west side to utilize robotic technology in treating thoracic conditions.

Pruning is a vital part of maintaining a
tree’s health and physical appearance.
Free Estimates, CALL NOW!

440-941-1433

ComPlete
tree Care
serviCes:
trimming,
stump
Grinding
& removal

Interior • Exterior

To learn more about Fairview Hospital’s surgical services, please
visit our website at fairviewhospital.org/roboticsurgery.
Same-day
appointments
available.
216.476.7000

216-529-0360

www.neubertpainting.com

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107
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bay village city schools

Bay Middle School Summer STEM
Academy has added CWRU experience
by Karen Derby

T

he Bay Middle School
Summer STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Math) Academy provides
enrichment for high-achieving
Bay Middle School students.
Incoming sixth-graders
and seventh-graders who are
advanced achievers in math can
complete a three-week immersion each summer in studies
that include the fields of biology,
physics, technology, environmental science, engineering and
even some business and team
building. Teachers Brent IllenBay Middle School students used “probeware” recording devices
berger and Rachel Hoffman are to examine blood pressure, pulse, respiration rate and other
challenging students with some physiological processes at Case Western Reserve University.
of the most exciting math and
science projects and field trips
“probeware” recording devices to examine blood presthat are available for youngsters in our area.
sure, pulse, respiration rate and other physiological proSeventh-graders focus on “The Body Mechanic,” an cesses under normal and experimental conditions. They
exploration of the human body as a series of integrated also visit the Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES)
parts that function as a whole. Exercise physiology- laboratory at CWRU to hear a presentation on the engibased activities are used to provide the students with neering and implementation of electrodes designed to
an understanding of body mechanics. Students design, restore muscle control to paraplegic patients. Seventhbuild and test prosthetic arms for use in basic lifting and graders then visit Cedar Point armed with worksheets,
grasping movements.
calculators and accelerometers as they subject themThese incoming seventh-graders also learn about selves to rides that push the human body to the extreme.
artificial organs and the newest technology for engineerField trip destinations for the incoming sixth-grading human tissues. Two days are spent on the campus ers include Stone Laboratory, a freshwater biological
of Case Western Reserve University, where students use field station operated by The Ohio State University at

Advertising Feature

Fri. Sept. 14 Sun. Oct. 28

Come & Play!
Amusement Area

• Inflatables Inside & Outside • Pedal Tractors • Hayrides

Family Fun!

• Hardy Mums • Corn Stalks • Porch Packages
• Pumpkins • Pansies

Fri./Sat./Sun. Only
Friday/Saturday: 10am - 6pm
website
V isit our about
to learn s and
isit
Group V Parties
Birthday

Sunday: 11am-5pm
(weather permitting)

3984 Porter Road, Westlake | 440/871-2050 | www.deansgreenhouse.com

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.

Professional Pet Care Services
“We take the
Personal In-Home worry out of
Pet Care
being away”
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other
special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com

A proud member of the Bay Village community

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

Put-in-Bay. Students also get a behind-the-scenes experience as zookeepers at the Cleveland Zoo, visit the
Great Lakes Nature and Science Center and practice
teambuilding activities at a special camp in Oberlin.
The sixth-graders are also introduced to Newton’s Laws
when studying rocketry, and then they run a business to
create bottle rockets. After debating the pros and cons
of sending man or machine into space to explore Mars,
students build a pod to withstand the Martian world.
Finally, incorporating all the components of STEM ,
the sixth-graders apply their knowledge in a Cardboard
Boat Regatta. Teachers supply only cardboard and a limited amount of duct tape. Students, working in teams,
engineer and construct cardboard boats using the principles of water displacement along with more science,
math and basic problem-solving skills. The six- to eightfoot-long boats must successfully carry two passengers
each when tested in Lake Erie waters at Huntington
Beach (they tend to draw a large number of spectators
in this process).
Student survey results following the program have
convinced Mr. Illenberger that the camp will influence
some career choices down the road. “One of the main
challenges at the forefront of science education is the
lack of young women entering science-related fields,”
he said. “Our program is one that boys and girls enjoy
equally, and we give them many opportunities to interact with professionals in these fields.”
The Academy is the result of the nonprofit Bay
Village Math and Science Summer School Endowment Fund started in 2011 by Dr. James McGlamery,
Normandy Elementary principal. Contributions to the
endowment fund by district employees are matched by
Dr. McGlamery and the Bay Village Board of Education.
The endowment is established with the Cleveland Foundation. Expansion of the program to include additional
grade levels is planned for each year. Participants in
the program pay a tuition, with the foundation also
contributing funding to the program’s support as the
endowment is built. If you would like to donate to help
this program grow, contact Dr. Jim McGlamery at 440617-7352. 

Focus on
Healthy Living

Meet Your Hidden Community Asset:
Cleveland Clinic EMS Academy Trains Medics Who Save Our Lives
We typically don’t think much about them, but
when we need them, they are indispensable.
They are our emergency medical services (EMS)
professionals – the technicians and paramedics
who save our lives when we’re in trouble.
“It takes a special person to be an EMS
provider,” notes Dan Zezena, director of the
Cleveland Clinic EMS Academy. “That person
has to feel a calling within that urges them to
take care of their fellow man. It is not a desire to
receive praise as a hero.”
The Cleveland Clinic EMS Academy trains
individuals to provide the highest quality of
emergency care for their communities. “By
improving the health and safety of citizens, our
EMS providers – and the institutions that train
them –provide an invaluable community service,”
says Zezena. “EMS organizations today serve as
extensions of hospital emergency departments
and trauma centers. They are an integral, as well
as critical, part of our overall healthcare system.”

West and South sides of the city. “Our campuses
offer opportunities – based on geographic
location – that best serve our students and
communities,” says Zezena.
The campuses are located in Euclid, west
Cleveland, and Medina.
State-of-the-art education centers include
integrated classrooms, laboratories and computer
lab. The Academy’s online courses are offered
through the Blackboard web-based learning
system that creates a virtual classroom.

The Academy offers the following initial training
courses and programs:
• Emergency Medical Responder –
for safety forces and corporations
• Emergency Medical Technician program –
for entry-level EMS providers
• Advanced Emergency Medical
Technicians and Paramedic courses –
for advanced practice providers
• Online refresher programs – for EMTs and
paramedics who need to fulﬁll continuing
education (CE) requirements

“By offering the highest level of training, we have
the opportunity to improve community health
and safety,” says Zezena. “And by teaching future
EMS providers how to provide ﬁrst-class care,
our EMS Academy truly meets the healthcare
needs of the population.”

“Our Academy was one of the ﬁrst in the State
of Ohio to offer online refresher courses,” says
Zezena. “Many EMS providers have been very
grateful for this convenient service – especially
if they live some distance from our classrooms.
All EMS personnel are required to earn a certain
number of CE units each year.”

Or for more information, please call:
East Campus: 216.692.7850
West Campus: 216.523.7040
Medina Campus: 330.725.8461
The Cleveland Clinic EMS Academy is accredited
by the State Board of Emergency Services for all
levels of EMS Training: Accreditation #389.

With campuses in three Cleveland-area
communities, the Cleveland Clinic EMS Academy
is easily accessible for students on the East,

Now approved for Veterans education beneﬁts.
Contact us about using your GI Bill for your EMT
or paramedic education.

If you are interested in serving your community
as an EMS professional, you may visit the
Cleveland Clinic EMS Academy website at
www.emsacademy.us and register online for
courses.
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Smith descendants near and far visit Westlake City Hall
by Jayne Broestl

was born in 1754 in Chatham, Conn.,
but moved to Massachusetts before
ast year, as Westlake celebrated their pioneers coming to Ohio. Abner died in Dover
in bicentennial events, Westlake residents Craig Township in 1821.
and Kelly Smith had no idea that Craig’s ancesAdditionally, Kelly learned that
tors were part of the larger Smith family that came Abner Smith’s son, Hiram, is Craig’s
from Massachusetts in 1811, to help found old Dover great-great-great-grandfather. Hiram
Township and Westlake. Craig’s father, Merle, knew Smith was first married to Emeline
little of his Smith heritage.
Porter, daughter of Asahel Porter, who
This year, as Kelly began some basic internet arrived in Dover in 1810, just hours
genealogical research, she came across some infor- after the township’s first settlers,
mation that pointed to the recent bicentennial book, Joseph Cahoon and family. Emeline
“Pioneers of Westlake, Ohio,” by Jeanne B. Workman. was the mother of Asahel P. Smith,
A quick trip to Westlake Porter Public Library to take Craig’s great-great-grandfather. Suda look at it made her heart race, as she soon realized denly, Craig and his young family
that Craig was the great-great-great-great-grandson acquired a documented lineage to the
of Dover Township pioneers Abner and Rebecca “Westlake Smiths.” It was not previ- Westlake clerk of courts Denise Rosenbaum, left, and Westlake
Gibbs Smith. According to Workman, Abner Smith ously known that any descendants of author Jeanne Workman show visitors Tamra Hall Baker and
Abner Smith Marilyn Hall Hicks a booklet recognizing all past government
resided in officials of Dover/Westlake. Baker and Hicks have relatives
W e s t l a k e who served as township officials.
or the surrounding
Mrs. Hicks was born in Seattle, Wash., lives in
area, although other distantly Texas and was visiting Westlake and the northeast
related Smiths may be in Ohio area for the first time. Accompanying Marilyn
Lorain County.
was her sister, Tamra Hall Baker, of Port Angeles, Wash.
Serendipity then stepped
On Sept. 10, the Smith descendants (third stepin, as Jeanne Workman was cousins) Marilyn Hicks, Tamra Baker, Craig Smith
awaiting a visit, on Sept. 10, and his aunt, Joan Smith Sloan of Bay Village, came
from another descendant together and met at Westlake City Hall, where they
of the Abner and Hiram were welcomed by Mayor Dennis Clough, near the
Smith line, namely Marilyn Bicentennial Officials plaque in the rotunda. Clerk of
Hall Hicks of Daingerfield, Council Denise L. Rosenbaum presented them with
Texas. Jeanne has been cor- her bicentennial booklet “Government Officials of
responding with Marilyn Dover-Westlake, Ohio 1811-2011,” which was printed
for about a decade. Mari- last year for the unveiling of the plaque ceremony.
lyn is related through Mary Several Smith family members once served as townAmanda Smith, a daugh- ship officials.
ter of Hiram Smith and his
“Pioneers of Westlake, Ohio,” as well as Workthird wife, Mary Rice. Mary man’s earlier book “Maple Ridge Cemetery, Westlake,
Amanda married Chauncey Cuyahoga County, Ohio: A History of Its People and
D. Hall, a grandson of Barn- Families,” co-written with Jayne Broestl, are available
abas Hall, also an early settler for purchase through the Cuyahoga West Chapter of
from Massachusetts. Many the Ohio Genealogical Society’s website at http://
of these Halls are buried at www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs. A searchable
Descendants of Westlake’s pioneering Smith and Hall families, from
Maple Ridge Cemetery on online index and order form for each book is available
left, Joann Smith Sloan of Bay Village; Craig Smith of Westlake; Marilyn
Columbia Road, formerly on the site, under the Publications tab. Questions may
Hall Hicks of Daingerfield, Texas; and Tamra Hall Baker of Port Angeles,
Wash., met with Mayor Dennis Clough at City Hall on Sept. 10.
named Hall Road.
be directed to cuyahogawest@gmail.com. 
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Musings from the middle

The new school year is
moving fast!
by Audrey Ray, fifth-grader at Bay
Middle School

D

o you remember my last article
when I wrote about how nervous I was for middle school?
Well, it ended up being not as bad as I
thought. I never got lost, and I managed
to open my locker without any help.
We have done some fun experiments in Mrs. Mitchell’s science class.
She did one that really fooled all of us!
I wish I could tell you about it, but it
would spoil it for her future students.
Let’s just say Mrs. Mitchell is a great
scientist and a great storyteller. I feel
very lucky because I have enjoyed all my
classes and really like all my teachers.
The Aqua Girls are all back together,
and we had our first meeting last Friday.
We looked at the Destination Imagination challenges for this year, and we are
deciding between two. One is called “In
Disguise” and the other is called “Wind

Visible.”
We are not doing the community
service challenge this year because it
requires a documentary film. We don’t
want to do a documentary film because
last year at the regional competition we
knocked over our very expensive projector during our show, and we are all afraid
that might happen again.
In Disguise is a fine arts challenge.
Part of the requirements is that we
would have to build a morphing mask.
Wind Visible is a scientific type challenge where an invisible visitor arrives
in our story and puts things in motion
using wind energy. We would have to
research wind energy and kinetic art. I
think either challenge sounds like fun.
It was so much fun to be with the
Aqua Girls again. Almost all of us are in
different classes this year, and we don’t
get to see each other a lot anymore. It
was fun talking about school and hearing how everyone is doing. I feel fortu-

Audrey Ray, second from right, and her Aqua Girls teammates reunite for
another Destination Imagination challenge.
nate to be a part of the Aqua Girls.
Finally, I have started something
new this fall. I joined a group called Girls
on the Run. It’s a group of girls who are
learning about appreciating everyone
for whom they are and are learning
about making healthy choices. We are
also going to do a community service

project toward the end of our session.
I’m looking forward to that because
I think it is good to give back to the community. But the best part of the group is
we get to run together. My friend, Ava,
and I ran a lot at our last meeting! I think
I am really going to like being a part of
Girls on the Run. 

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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lake erie science & nature center

theater

Sights and sounds of the solar system
by Kathleen Shields

JOIN MORE THAN
480 CITIZEN
WRITERS
SHARE YOUR STORIES
ABOUT WESTLAKE &
BAY VILLAGE
Take pride in your community; take
part in your community newspaper!
We’re calling for news
and information from our
neighborhoods, civic groups,
community organizations, booster
groups, schools, churches and more
in Westlake and Bay Village.
Write stories, announce events or
take photos.
You don’t need experience –
if you see something of interest,
write about it or take a picture and
send it in!
It’s fun, FREE and easy to be part of
this community project!
Sign up today in the online
newsroom at

The Cleveland Philharmonic Orchestra will perform Gustav Holst’s “The
Planets,” accompanied by solar system imagery provided by the Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center, on Oct. 21 at Tri-C’s Western Campus in Parma.
directs the orchestra’s six community concerts each
season.
“The Planets” is
a seven-movement
orchestral suite that
Holst composed
between 1914 and
1916. Each movement of the suite,
first performed for
a private audience
in 1918, is named
after a planet. Lake
Erie Nature & Science Center planetarium coordinator
Fran Ratka was charged with providing
stunning imagery of the solar system to
accompany the orchestra’s impressive
musical presentation.
“The challenge in this collaboration is that ‘The Planets’ is based on
a mythological interpretation of the
planets rather than a scientific one,”
she said. ”During the performance,
we will be striving to illustrate the dif-

www.wbvobserver.com

Greenisland
Irish Pub &
Restaurant

Image courtesy of NASA

BECOME AN
OBSERVER!

Photo by Roger Mastroianni

T

wo Cuyahoga County organizations with a mission to provide
quality educational experiences are collaborating for the first
time on a project blending the arts
and sciences.
Lake Erie Nature & Science
Center and The Cleveland Philharmonic Orchestra will perform a
multimedia program of English composer Gustav Holst’s “The Planets” at
Cuyahoga Community College’s Western Campus Theater on Sunday, Oct.
21, at 3 p.m.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center
offers a wide variety of space science
education programs outdoors and
in its onsite Walter R. Schuele Planetarium. The Cleveland Philharmonic
Orchestra is made up of approximately 60 volunteer musicians of all ages
and professions. Victor Liva, Ph.D,

ference between the previously-held
notions of the planets that Holst was
inspired by and what we now know
after 50 years of space exploration.”
Tickets are $12 for adults, $8 for
ages 60-plus and $6 for students 22 and
under. They can be purchased online
at clevephil.org or by calling 216-5561800. The Western Campus Theater is
located at 11000 West Pleasant Valley
Rd. in Parma. 

‘The 39 Steps’
opens at
Huntington
Playhouse
by Tom Meyrose

H

untington Playhouse’s
2012 season continues
with “The 39 Steps,”
opening on Sept. 20 and playing
through Oct. 7. Performances are
Friday and Saturday nights at 8
p.m. and one Sunday matinee on
Oct. 7 at 2 p.m.
In “The 39 Steps,” based on
the Alfred Hitchcock movie of the
same name, a man with a boring
life meets a woman with a thick
accent who says she’s a spy. When
he takes her home, she is murdered. Soon, a mysterious organization called “The 39 Steps” is
hot on the man’s trail in a nationwide manhunt that climaxes in a
death-defying finale! Don’t miss
this laugh-filled suspense thriller
where four actors play over 100
different roles! The show has been
described as “the Marx Brothers
meet Hitchcock.”
Reservations are recommended and may be made by
calling the box office at 440-8718333.
Huntington Playhouse is
located at 28601 Lake Rd. in Bay
Village. 

Free...Your Choice!

Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Kids, Teens
& Emergencies
Welcome!

Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way, Bay Village (off Columbia Rd.)
440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

620 Dover Center Rd. • 440-871-0899

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
JIM

MARIE

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.
PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer,
all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

440-871-8588

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com
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Former Browns placekicker
Don Cockroft will speak at
Porter Public Library
by Elaine Willis

p.m. and again after his talk.
Cockroft was the Browns’ punter
ormer Cleveland Browns place- for nine seasons and placekicker for all
kicker Don Cockroft will talk about 13 seasons of his NFL career with the
his book “1980 Kardiac Kids: Our team. His final NFL season - 1980 - was
Untold Stories” at Westlake Porter Public the year the Browns were dubbed the
Library on Tuesday, Sept. 25, at 7 p.m. He “Kardiac Kids” because of their prediwill sign copies of the book from 6 to 6:45 lection for heart-stopping last-minute
wins. He retired in
1981 with 1,080 points
scored, at the time the
eighth highest in the
NFL.
“ 1 9 8 0 Ka rd i a c
Kids: Our Untold
Stories” recounts the
1980 season, complete with photos,
game recaps (including the January 1981
playoff game against
the Oakland Raiders
which ended with the
infamous “Red Right
88”), fan memories
and personal stories
from players and
coaches.
Please register by
visiting www.signup.
w e s t l a k e l i b r a r y.
Former Browns placekicker Don Cockroft will discuss
the 1980 Kardiac kids at Porter Library Tues., Sept. 25 org:8080 or calling 440250-5462. 
at 7 p.m.

F
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Fall CERT classes begin Oct. 6
by Lysa Stanton

L

ast year, I
informed my
husband that I
felt it was necessary
for us to both sign
up and attend the
local CERT training.
No, it is not a breath
mint, CERT stands
for Community
Emergency Response
CERT-issued gear
Team. I explained that
it was training that all citizens could nities. The Westshore CERT team will
benefit from.
be offering free classes this October.
Tricia Granfors, the Westshore The topics range from disaster preCERT coordinator, and I reviewed the paredness, search and rescue, basic
program and I asked how to sign up. medical treatment and fire manageMy husband Dave and I completed ment and suppression.
the application, then waited for the
Training begins Oct. 6 and runs
classes to begin.
for five consecutive Saturday mornFive consecutive Saturday morn- ing classes. Instruction will take
ings may sound like a lot, but the train- place from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
ing was great and the time spent actu- St. John Medical Center and the City
ally flew by. Each week various topics of Westlake Service Center. CERT is
were covered from first aid to fire safety. sponsored by the Federal Emergency
The speakers were both informative Management Agency. The 20-hour
and knowledgeable and the demon- FEMA training course is conducted
strations interesting and fun. Once we by several local safety professionals.
completed the classes, we were given
Westshore residents age 18 and
the opportunity to join the all-volun- older who successfully complete
teeer Westshore CERT team.
training and pass a background
Regardless of who you are or check are eligible for team memberwhere you live, community pre- ship. Those interested in the free
paredness starts with you. We need to classes can contact Tricia Granfors
be prepared for emergencies in our at 440-716-4135 or granforst@northown homes as well as in our commu- olmsted.com. Class size is limited. 

Battleground Ohio 2012
Sponsored by The University of Akron Lakewood
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce Luncheon
Friday, Oct. 19, 2012, Noon
Sweetwater Landing
1500 Scenic Park Loop Trail
Lakewood, OH 44107

Presented by Dr. John C. Green
Director of the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics
and distinguished professor of political science at
The University of Akron.

Ohio is a key battle ground state in the 2012 American
national elections. Learn about the strategy, tactics, and
conduct of the major contenders as they campaign in
Ohio and ask for your support.
The University of Akron is an Equal Education and Employment Institution

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Cuyahoga County Public Library bay village branch

Upcoming programs at the
Bay Village Branch Library
by Joyce Sandy

A

s we get ready to officially say goodbye to summer, we’re looking
forward to an exciting fall season at the Bay Library. A wide variety
of programs is planned for all ages and interests. Make the library
one of your destinations – there’s a whole world waiting for you here!

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, Sept. 19 - THE EGYPTIAN PYRAMIDS PROGRAM
HAS BEEN CANCELLED.

Thursday, Sept. 27 (7 p.m.) AUTHOR VISIT: TOM BELL – Join
us as Bay Village resident Tom Bell discusses his book “My Dad is a Freak:
A Memoir.” This is a memoir detailing one man’s serendipitous journey
from bachelorhood to parenthood. After his latest girlfriend becomes
his wife, and his wife becomes pregnant, Bell finds himself a first-time
father at nearly 50 years old.

Tuesday, Oct. 9 (10 a.m.) FACEBOOK FOR BEGINNERS – Your
children and grandchildren talk about it a lot. This program will walk
you through the basics of Facebook so you can participate like a pro!

Thursday, Oct. 11 (7 p.m.) MANAGING STRESS – Stress can
cause increased blood pressure and take a toll on your immune system.
Join us as a MetroHealth physician explains how to identify stressors
and the best ways to cope.
TEEN DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, Oct. 9 (3:30 p.m.) ROUND T.A.B.L.E. – For ages 11
and up. Join other teens and enjoy completing projects that serve the
community, help the library, or sometimes just hang out and enjoy
video games.

Wednesday, Sept. 19 and Thursday, Sept. 20 (4 p.m.) BE A
LYRICIST: LEARN HOW TO WRITE THE WORDS TO A SONG
– For ages 11-18. Ever think of sharing your opinions and stories in a
song? Discover the basic vocabulary, tools and techniques of a lyricist
and then write a song!

BVEF accepting grant applications
until Sept. 30
by Jacquie Mayer

T

he Bay Village Education Foundation
(BVEF), an independent, non-profit
501 (c)(3) volunteer organization that
funds educational projects not supported by
tax dollars, is now accepting grant applications. Teachers, staff, and students in the
Bay Village City School district may apply
for grant monies to fund creative, innovative
projects that enhance learning opportunities
in all areas of the curriculum.
Founded in 1985, BVEF has awarded
over $185,000 in grants to well over 80
projects throughout the district. Last year,
many of the grants funded technological
advancements in Bay classrooms, including
Netbooks for Normandy’s library, iPads for

various math classes at Bay Middle School
and the high school library, and iPods at
Westerly. BVEF grants have also helped
to fund enrichment projects like the PAL
(“Pupil Assistance in Learning”) program at
Bay High School, which fosters relationships
between special needs students and their
typical peers, and fun events like “Family
Math Night” at Normandy.
Interested applicants can go to bayedfoundation.org or email bayedfoundation@
gmail.com to request an application. Deadline for submissions is Sept. 30.
Each school year, BVEF has a positive,
visible impact on the school community.
Anyone can help the BVEF continue to support these projects by making a tax deductible donation at bayedfoundation.org. 

Evaluate local preschools at
upcoming fair
by Christine Jurik

W

estlake Early Childhood PTA has
taken the hassle out of preschool
selection with its annual free
Preschool Education Fair. You will have the
opportunity to meet with representatives
from preschools in surrounding communities including Westlake, Bay Village, Avon,
Rocky River and North Olmsted. Attendees
will be able to speak directly with the preschool staff and pick up information on area
programs.
If you or someone you know has a two-

or three-year-old and would like to find out
more about area preschools, this is the event
for you. New this year we are also inviting
local children’s programs to the fair. This is
a great opportunity to get information from
a variety of activities that are available for
your child.
The fair is Tuesday, Oct. 16, at Parkside
Intermediate School, 24525 Hilliard Blvd.
in Westlake from 6:30-8 p.m. The event is
free and open to the public. Contact Jenn
Richards, Preschool Fair Chair, at jenn.richards79@gmail.com or visit www.wecpta.org
for more information. 

are invited to come and discuss a good book, share a snack and try a
related project.

Postpartum depression support
group starting Sept. 25

Tuesday, Sept. 25 (7 p.m.) TALES FROM BEYOND – For ages

by Alicia Bright

Monday, Sept. 24 (7 p.m.) GIRLS IN BAY BOOK DISCUSSION – For girls in grades 5-8 and an adult. Girls and a female friend

11-18. Hear true stories about Lizzie Borden, survivors of the Titanic
and shrunken heads. See real artifacts!

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, Sept. 18 (7 p.m.) READING WITH THE STARS – For
families. You’re invited to get up close and personal with our “Star” –
Maria from Si Senor Restaurant will share a story, facts about her job
and a craft. Come for the fun!!

Monday, Sept. 24 (11 a.m.) EXPLORATION STATION: MAKING
CHOICES – For ages 3-5 years. Children will be able to explore and
practice thinking skills through play at hands-on learning stations.

Mondays, Oct. 1, 8, 15 and 22 (6 p.m.) TEAM READ-A-BOOK
– Students who are struggling with their literacy skills are invited to join
a children’s librarian and a literacy specialist for a hour and a half of fun
and learning. Parents and children will spend time separately doing
different activities, and then they will come together at the end of the
time for a joint activity. Dinner will be provided!

Friday, Oct. 12 (11 a.m.) JACK AND THE BEANSTALK PUPPET
SHOW – For all ages. Join us on this day off school for Nancy Sander
and her puppets!.
Please join us for these programs, or stop in and browse the collection.
We’re here to help you find just what you need! Please register for the
programs by calling 871-6392, or going online to cuyahogalibrary.org. 

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

B

eing a new mom can be joyous and
rewarding. However, the demands of
motherhood can also be overwhelming. As a mom, it can be difficult to find the
time and energy to take care of your new baby
and yourself. Maybe you are feeling moody,
depressed, anxious, tearful, hopeless or sad?
Nearly one in 12 women experience postpartum depression in the weeks and months
after giving birth. Postpartum depression is a
real illness and it can be treated!
The “Help for Mom” program at Far West
Center in Westlake helps women who are at
risk of developing or may currently be experiencing postpartum depression. Every mom
in the program will have an initial assessment with the program coordinator to discuss issues that she is currently experiencing.
Assessments are conducted in our office or
in the mother’s home, when appropriate, in
both Cuyahoga and Lorain counties.
Moms who are appropriate for the program are experiencing a range of emotions
such as anxiety, stress, depression, sadness,
feelings of being overwhelmed and lack of
support. Every mom in the program has
access to a variety of services including individual counseling, a six-week moms’ support
group and appointments can also me made

with our doctors or nurse practitioners if a
mom would like to discuss various medication options.
The group’s recovery goals are to educate
the mothers on what postpartum depression
is; discuss signs and symptoms of anxiety/
stress and depression; goal setting; learn and
implement self care and coping skills; teach
relaxation and meditation techniques; education on medication and safety; develop
healthy nutrition and meal planning; and
increase support with other moms.
Mothers can join the group during any
week and not have to get “caught up” on any
material that was already covered. Bus passes
may be available to mothers who are unable
to obtain alternate transportation to group
and individual counseling sessions. Childcare
may be provided for each mother’s child(ren)
– infants up to pre-school age – during group.
Food and drinks will be provided during each
group session and various gifts will be given
to participating group member.
The group starts back up on Tuesday
Sept. 25. We will be meeting from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. every other Tuesday in our Westlake office on the St. John Medical Center
campus. Any mom who would like more
information or would like to schedule an
assessment to be enrolled into the program,
please call 440-835-6212, ext. 243. 
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Westlake porter Public Library

Westlake Porter Public Library’s
September calendar of events
by Elaine Willis

Wednesday, Sept. 19 (10:30-11
a.m.) Let’s Sing and Dance! – Join
us for a fun session of singing and dancing.
For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Space
is limited, so please arrive early enough to
receive a ticket at the Preschool Desk.

ing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver.
Space is limited, so please arrive early
enough to receive a ticket at the Preschool
Desk.

Wednesday, Sept. 26 (2 p.m.)

Wednesday Afternoon Book
Discussion—September’s selection is

Thursday, Sept. 20 (4-5 p.m.)
Family Fun! – Join us for stories,
rhymes, silly songs and craft! For children
ages 3 and up with their families.

Caramel Apple Dipping Party –

What’s the best thing about fall? Caramel
apples of course, and we’ll be dipping our
very own fall treats! Grades 6-12. Please
register starting Sept. 19.

Thursday, Sept. 27 (4-5 p.m.)

Thursday, Sept. 20 (7-8:30 p.m.) Family Fun! – Join us for stories,
Social Media: Business to Con- rhymes, silly songs and craft! For children
sumer – Using social media for small ages 3 and up with their families.
business – Facebook, Twitter, QR codes.
Please register.

Thursday, Sept. 27 (7-8:30 p.m.)

Social Media: Business to
Saturday, Sept. 22 (2-3 p.m.) Brick Business – LinkedIn for business use.
Builders Club – Love those LEGO Please register.
bricks? Then bring your ideas and imagination to the club! All bricks provided.
Ages 6-13. Registration begins one week
before each session.

Thursday, Sept. 27 (7-8:45 p.m.)
Westlake Historical Society

Friday, Sept. 28 (10-10:45 a.m.)
Monday, Sept. 24 (1-7 p.m.) Ameri- Come Play With Me! – Open playcan Red Cross Bloodmobile

Monday, Sept. 24 (3:30-5:30 p.m.)

Teen Lounge – Need a place to hang
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve got
computers, video games, board games,
snacks and more!

time with age-appropriate toys, songs and
rhymes for ages 2-5 and their caring adults.
Siblings welcome! Please register.

Friday, Sept. 28 (10 a.m.-noon)

Porter’s Fiber Fanatics – Socialize, share, and solve problems while you
work on your current project.

Tuesday, Sept. 25 (6-8:45 p.m.) Saturday, Sept. 29 (10:30-11:30
1980 Kardiac Kids: Our Untold a.m.) Kids in Motion Sensory
Stories Book Talk and Signing Time – Join us for stories, activities, music
by Don Cockroft – Join Don Cock- and more! Program consists of a 30-minute
roft, former Cleveland Browns placekicker
for the heart-stopping Kardiac Kids, as he
takes us back to those exciting times. Don
will sign books from 6-6:45 p.m. His talk
will begin at 7 p.m. with more book signings following. Please register.

storytime followed by a 30-minute socialsharing time for the group. No registration
required. Program is designed to engage
children with autism or other special
needs/ sensory challenges. Each child
must have adult caregiver for assistance.

Wednesday, Sept. 26 (10:30-11 To register for any of the programs,
a.m.) Let’s Sing and Dance! – Join please call 440-871-2600 or visit http://
us for a fun session of singing and danc-

signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

one senior’s opinion

Supporting our students
by Dianne Borowski

A

subtle change in the air, slight color
changes on leaves, could it be the
arrival of autumn? Cooler nights,
sunny days...perfect. If you listen closely
you might hear the sounds of high school
marching bands, either practicing or performing at a game.
High school football games are the
greatest. Good-natured rivalry, family
friends, classmates in the stands and
cheerleaders getting the crowd off their
feet bring communities together. Homecoming weekends mean homecoming
dances and the crowning of kings and

SAVE THE DATE

“BAY MATTERS: Protecting Our Youth –
Protecting Our Community”
Wednesday, Nov. 7, at 7 p.m.
Bay High School auditorium, 29230 Wolf Rd.
Led by a panel of community leaders, this community-wide forum
will provide the latest information and bring awareness about youth
chemical substance abuse and addiction, how this issue affects us all,
and what each of us can do as concerned citizens to help.

“Girl in Translation” by Jean Kwok.

Wednesday, Sept. 19 (6:30-8:45
p.m.) Cuyahoga West Genea- Wednesday, Sept. 26 (4-4:45 p.m.)
logical Society

13

queens. I don’t believe anyone forgets fall
school activities.
Share in the fun by participating
in the festivities, or if you can’t, buy a
candy bar or magazine subscription to
help students purchase new uniforms,
instruments or take a class trip in the
spring. Can’t afford that? Then give each
child you meet your biggest, brightest
smile.
It would be fantastic if each adult
community member would become
involved with a student or two, letting
them know we care about them and their
future. Let’s show them our support. It
takes a village, you know. 

Bay Village DAR promotes
Constitution Week awareness
by Deb Marisch

S

ept. 17 began the national celebration of Constitution Week.
The week-long commemoration of America’s most important
document is one of our country’s
least known official observances. Our
Constitution stands as a testament to
the tenacity of Americans throughout
history to maintain their liberties and
freedom, and to ensure those inalienable rights to every American.
The Martha Devotion Huntington DAR chapter in Bay Village is celebrating Constitution Week through
Sept. 23, with a commemorative display at the Bay Village Library.
The tradition of celebrating the
Constitution was started many years
ago by the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). In 1955, the
Daughters petitioned Congress to
set aside Sept. 17-23 annually to be
dedicated for the observance of Constitution Week. The resolution was
later adopted by the U.S. Congress
and signed into Public Law No. 915
on Aug. 2, 1956, by President Dwight
D. Eisenhower.
The aims of the celebration are
to: (1) emphasize citizens’ responsibilities for protecting and defending the Constitution, preserving it
for posterity; (2) inform the people
that the Constitution is the basis
for America’s great heritage and the
foundation for our way of life; and (3)
encourage the study of the historical
events which led to the framing of the
Constitution in September 1787.
The United States of America
functions as a Republic under the
Constitution, which is the oldest
document still in active use that outlines the self-government of a people.
This landmark idea that men had the
inalienable right as individuals to be
free and live their lives under their
own governance was the impetus

They say...

of the American Revolution. Today,
the Constitution stands as an icon of
freedom for people around the world.
“We must remember and teach
that those who wrote the Constitution
believed that no government can create
freedom, but that government must
guard freedom rather than encroach
upon the freedoms of its people,”
stated Merry Ann T. Wright, President
General of the DAR.”The Constitution
by itself cannot guarantee liberty. A
nation’s people can remain free only
by being responsible citizens who are
willing to learn about the rights of each
arm of government and require that
each is accountable for its own function. Therefore, Constitution Week is
the perfect opportunity to read and
study this great document which is the
safeguard of our American liberties.
We encourage all citizens across the
country to take time this week to guard
that which is committed to us by our
forefathers... our freedom.”
DAR has served America for 122
years as its foremost cheerleader. In
1928, the Daughters began work on a
building as a memorial to the Constitution. John Russell Pope, architect of
the Jefferson Memorial, was commissioned to design the performing arts
center, known as DAR Constitution
Hall. Today, DAR Constitution Hall is
the only structure erected in tribute to
the Constitution of the United States
of America.
Known as the largest women’s
patriotic organization in the world,
DAR has over 165,000 members with
approximately 3,000 chapters in all 50
states and 11 foreign countries. The
DAR has long promoted patriotism
through commemorative celebrations, memorials, scholarships and
activities for children, and programs
for new immigrants. Bay Village DAR
membership information is available from Doris Gorgas, lablady76@
wowway.com. 

Compiled by Dave Scullin

They say... “Rain is something
that makes flowers grow and
taxicabs disappear.”

They say... “Don’t think there
are no crocodiles because the
water is calm.”

They say... “Slang is a language
that rolls up its sleeves, spits on
its hands and goes to work.”

They say... “It isn’t so much
what’s on the table that matters
as what’s on the chairs.”

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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theater

westlake historical society

‘Tainted Justice’ opens Clague
Playhouse’s 85th season

Capt. Guy Turner leads Clague
House Museum tour as guest docent
by Lysa Stanton

T

Neil Donnelly as Ben Atkinson, Erin Bunting as Tena Atkinson and Terry
Smith as Frank Haynes in Clague Playhouse’s “Tainted Justice.”

by Pam Kilpatrick

“T

ainted Justice” by Don
Nigro is drawn from facts
surrounding a real murder
mystery on Cape Breton Island in 1913.
By turns funny, haunting and frightening, this intricately plotted investigation into what can truly be known
about other people and their motives
weaves memory, testimony and scenes
of twisted confrontation into a compelling tapestry of darkness and light.

The production is directed by Ron
Newell and is on stage now through Oct.
7 on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. (sold out
on Sept. 27). Tickets are $16 for adults
and $15 for seniors (60+) and students
and may be purchased by calling the box
office, 440-331-0403, Wednesday through
Saturday from 1-6 p.m. Cash, check, Discover, MasterCard and Visa are accepted.
Clague Playhouse is located at
1371 Clague Rd. in Westlake. Free parking and handicapped accessible. 

he Westlake Historical Society enthusiastically welcomes
visitors and special guests to
the Clague House Museum throughout
the year. Although our traditional open
house season is April through October,
the museum is delighted to accommodate your schedule by also opening the
museum by appointment.
Although most tours are led by historical society members, occasionally we
are honored to have a special guest volunteer to lead tours as well. On Sunday,
Aug. 26, Capt. Guy Turner of the Westlake
Police Department volunteered to be our
special guest tour guide. Capt. Turner, who
is also a member of the Westlake Historical
Society, not only shared the history of the
Clague family and Dover/Westlake, but
also answered questions as well.
When ask about his experience as
a guest tour guide at the Clague House
Museum, he said, “The museum reminds

me of my maternal grandparents’ circa
1890 home on Buhrer Avenue in Cleveland, where I spent many Sunday afternoons as a child. I learned a lot there
about family life in the first half of the
20th century. The Clague House has been
a farm home, a rental property, a YMCA,
and now the repository for our local
history. We are lucky to have it and are
indebted to those who saw to its preservation. I guess you could say that for all the
historical listening I did in childhood, I
am now occasionally doing the talking!”
The Westlake Historical Society gratefully appreciates Capt. Turner’s willingness
to assist us, and it was a delight to have him
share a Sunday afternoon at the museum.
The Clague House Museum is open
on the first and fourth Sunday of each
month (April through October) from 2-4
p.m. If you would like to make an appointment to tour the Clague House Museum,
or would be interested in learning to lead
tours, please call us at 440-808-1961, or
email westlakehistory@yahoo.com. 

Westlake police Captain Guy Turner led tours of the Clague House Museum
on Aug. 26.

Maple Leaf will plow
your driveway when it snows!

ORGANIC TOPSOIL • SEASONED FIREWOOD

TOPSOIL 29.95
$

/CU. YARD

www.EarthtoYouLandscape.com R
EG.
26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE

$32.95

440-892-8080

ORGANIC TOPSOIL • SEASONED FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

IS IN SHORT SUPPLY!

ORDER TODAY
BEFORE IT’S SOLD OUT!

www.EarthtoYouLandscape.com

•KINDLING TO CORDS
•LONG BURNING
•HIGH QUALITY HARDWOODS
•CLEAN & SEASONED

Completely
440-892-8080 Assembled Rain Barrels!
26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE

A sustainable GREEN solution for your home and garden.

Rain Barrels N MORE

Automatic Overflow BACK to Down Spout
NO Mosquitos, NO Algea, NO Debris
Fully Assembed Rain Barrels with a
Completely assembled 55 Gallon Barrel with attached RainReserve diverter.
RainReserve
andRainReserve
High Flow
Spigot
We are Ohio’sDiverter
only authorized
distributor.

www.maple-leaf-landscaping.com

Prices
NO Mosquitoes,
Algae,
Leaves
Debris
start at $40 • Water
Rocks
in 40 & or
60 gal.
• Local Delivery available
 NO Overflow or Maintenance

440-871-0584

The 440-808-8383
“GREEN” Garage Store

Compost Tumblers, Pumps N’ MORE

NOW OPEN!

30791
Center Your
Ridge
Rd.
(SERain
corner
Greening
Yard
One
Dropof
At Bradley)
A Time!

www.rainbarrelsNmore.com
440.666.6577
• www.theGREENgaragestore.com
Visit us at Crocker Park’s Market Days • Credit Cards Accepted
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BAYarts

Art Academy for kids
begins at BAYarts
by Erin Stack
Art Academy is
designed for children
with a real passion for the
arts. Beginning Sept. 22,
two groups of children,
ages six to eight and ages
nine and up, will meet
on Saturdays from 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. for eight
weeks. Arts Exploration
is the theme this fall as
students will have the

unique opportunity of
working with four different instructors for two
weeks each, giving them
a variety of different art
experiences. The eightweek class will conclude
with a Gallery Show celebrating the work of each
student. Cost is $150 for
BAYarts members, $165
for non-members. Space
is limited, call 440-8716543 to register. 

Julie Cikra’s mixed media work, “Train,”
right, is part of the “Pathways” exhibit
opening Sept. 7 at BAYarts.
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Bay Village Kiwanis hold annual pancake
breakfast Oct. 7 ay Bay Middle School
by Karen Uthe

B

ay
V i l l a g e’s
Homecoming
Weekend will end
with a flip as the Bay Village Kiwanians and Bay
High Key Clubbers hold
their annual fall pancake
breakfast on Sunday,
Oct. 7, from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at Bay Middle
School, 27725 Wolf Rd.
The breakfast,
which wraps up the city’s
Homecoming festivities, includes pancakes,
syrup, link sausages, Bay Village Kiwanis members, left to right, Kelly Applegate, Dave Tadych and
milk, juice and coffee Chet Monty, serve up some breakfast at last year’s pancake breakfast.
for $5 per person ($6 at
the door). Children under six eat service organizations,” says Rhonda which includes toiletries, socks,
for free. Advance tickets are avail- Schneider of the Kiwanis Club of underwear, a blanket, coloring book
able from your favorite Kiwanian, Bay Village.
and crayons).
or by contacting Russ Bauknecht at
The meal is a community traKiwanis volunteers have cooked
440-871-9162 or baykiwanis@gmail. dition, popular with students and and served pancakes for community
com. This year’s tickets are spon- families. Proceeds from the event causes in Bay Village for over half a
sored by McGorray-Hanna Funeral benefit the Bay High School Schol- century. The organization holds two
Home.
arship Fund, as well as projects and pancake breakfasts a year to support
“The Kiwanis Club of Bay Vil- organizations such as: Reese Park community projects and scholarlage, along with the Bay High Key renovations, Village Food Project, ships. The next one will be in late
Club, team up for the annual fall BAYarts, Bay Historical Society, Bay winter/early spring.
pancake breakfast to wrap up the Skate & Bike Park, Lake Erie Nature
Visit the Bay Village Kiwanis
Bay Village Homecoming activi- and Science Center and “Kiwi Bags” website at bayvillage-oh.kiwanities. Come on out and enjoy a hot for Cuyahoga County Children’s Ser- sone.org and look for them on Facebreakfast on a crisp, fall morning, vices (a backpack given to children book for more information about
while supporting two hometown who are removed from their homes, the organization. 
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Westlake
Historical
Society
y es t er day l i v es today, for tomor row

Visit the Clague House Museum

1371 Clague Road • Open 2-4 p.m. on the 1st & 4th
Sundays of each month or by appointment.
Always FREE admission • Info: 440-808-1961
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Bay Presbyterian Church

		9:00 am - Blended (Promise) - Sanctuary
		9:00 am - Contemporary - Auburn Hall
		11:00 am - Contemporary - Sanctuary
11:00 am - Traditional with Communion Auburn Hall

www.baypres.org

2010-2012
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Cancer
Cosmetic
Gynecologic
Orthopaedic
Thoracic
Urology
Vascular

Same-day appointments available.
1.866.733.6363
fairviewhospital.org/surgery
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RUNNING

Sunday worship times

Offering the
most advanced
surgical care:
•
•
•
•
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•
•

PARTY PLACE

25415 Lake Road, Bay Village
440.871.3822

Surgery that requires
only a 1” incision.
Using advanced techniques such as
laparoscopic and robotic technology,
the surgeons at Fairview Hospital
are able to perform a wide range of
minimally invasive procedures. This
allows patients to experience a quicker
recovery with significantly less pain,
smaller incisions and, in many
cases, better clinical outcomes.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Sept. 19, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Civil War Genealogy Lecture
Harold George, author, lecturer and Civil War reenactor, will discuss the genealogical techniques
he used in his eight-year project to locate and photograph the graves of 240 Civil War veterans from
northeastern Ohio. Public is invited, at no cost.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Sept. 19, 7 p.m.
District 16 Candidates Night
Meet and ask questions of the Ohio House District
16 candidates, Nan Baker and Andrew Meyer. This
event is sponsored by The League of Woman Voters of Bay Village, Fairview Park, Westlake/North
Olmsted and Rocky River.
Umerley Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River
Sept. 20, 6 p.m.
Bay Village Historical Society Potluck Dinner
A picnic supper will be held at the Bay Village
Community House. The Bay Village Historical
Society will provide grilled burgers and brats.
Guests with last names beginning with A-L are
asked to bring an appetizer or salad to feed 10
people. Guests with last names beginning with
M-Z are asked to bring dessert. Admission is free,
but donations to help defray costs are welcome.
After dinner, George Ryan, retired president of the
Lake Erie Carriers Association, will give a short talk
on the history of Lake Erie shipping.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.
Sept. 22, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
West Shore Candidate Forum
Before casting your vote in November, come meet
and interact with all the elected office candidates
for positions representing and serving the West
Shore area. This is a perfect opportunity to be-

View more events and post your own for FREE on the Observer website at wbvobserver.com

come an informed voter and responsible citizen.
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401
Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River
Sept. 22, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Fall Festival Benefit for the Cleveland APL
Help us find homes for the Animal Protective
League’s many animals needing loving homes.
Join us for music, food, games, bouncies, and our
Spooktacular Halloween displays. Visit galeswestlake.com for schedule of the day’s events.
Gale’s Westlake Garden Center, 24373 Center Ridge Rd.
Sept. 22, 11 a.m.-noon
Fall Lawn Care Seminar
Join us for this free informative seminar on getting your lawn ready for winter. Presented by
Jason Strike from Scotts Co.
Gale’s Westlake Garden Center, 24373 Center Ridge Rd.
Sept. 22, 5:30 p.m.
“Night at the Races” Benefit for Cerebral Palsy
Doors will open at 5:30. Buffet at 6 p.m. will include
pasta, pizza, wings, salad and domestic draft beer.
Post time is 7 p.m., with a professional announcer
calling the races. Also includes sideboards, 50/50
raffles, live DJ and dancing. To purchase tickets, call
the Elks Lodge at 440-617-9653. Tickets $20 each
or $180 for table of ten. Must have ticket to enter;
adult-only event. All proceeds benefit cerebral palsy.
The Elks Lodge 1350, 24350 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake
Sept. 24, 10 a.m.
Medicare 101
If you are eligible, about to be eligible or are already on Medicare but considering changing your
carrier, join us for coffee, donuts and information
with Cheryl Broadway of Broadway Benefits Consulting. She will discuss topics including eligibility,

enrollment of Part A (Hospital Coverage), Part B
(Outpatient Coverage), Part C (Medicare Advantage), Part D (Prescription Coverage), as well as
answer your questions! RSVP, 440-835-6565.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village
Sept. 24, 11:30 a.m.
Help Your Trees Thrive
Greg Mazur from Davey Tree will explain proper
techniques for lush, healthy trees at the Bay Village Garden Club monthly luncheon. Learn how
to identify diseases and distress and which treatments will save struggling trees. Luncheon served
at 11:30. Fee: $5 for non-members.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.
Sept. 27, 7-8:30 p.m.
“Growing up near Dover Station”
The Westlake Historical Society welcomes Byron
Spooner as our guest speaker. Mr. Spooner, who
was born in what was then known as Dover Village
in 1927, will discuss growing up on Dover Center
Road and First Street during the 1930s and ‘40s.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Sept. 28, 1:30 p.m.
Lifestyle Changes to Prevent Heart Attack
Deborah Recko, supervisor of cardiac and pulmonary rehab at St. John Medical Center, will lead a
discussion about heart attacks. You can achieve
plenty of ways to protect your heart and blood vessels even if you have had a heart attack. Come to
this enlightening talk and learn ways to decrease
your chance of a heart attack. RSVP, 440-835-6565.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village
Sept. 28, 2:30 p.m.
Caregivers Support Group
This group is for people who are caring for indi-

viduals with dementia, Alzheimer’s and all forms
of memory loss. The group usually meets the 4th
Friday of every month. Kathy Collins from West Bay
Care & Rehab Center is the group’s facilitator and
newcomers are welcome. They discuss caregivers
challenges and offer support and suggestions.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village
Sept. 29, 6 p.m.
Baytoberfest
The Bay Men’s Club’s annual scholarship fundraiser will include a German-themed dinner with craft
beers and wine; reverse raffle; live music; cornhole
tournament; and a silent auction, with some great
items. Dress is German casual; lederhosen optional. Tickets are $50 each; all proceeds benefit
the club’s scholarship program. Call 440-829-6467
for tickets, or go to www.baymensclub.org.
Bay Lodge, 492 Bradley Rd.
Oct. 1-31, library hours
Two Photographers, Two Perspectives
Two award-winning photographers, Marc Schenker
and Bob Zak, will present a photo exhibition of
their work. There will be a meet-the-photographer
reception on Sunday, Oct. 14, from 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. Marc Schenker’s exhibit, “A Photo Retrospective,” will be a potpourri of his past work. Bob Zak’s
exhibit will feature “Planes, Trains and Automobiles.”
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Oct. 2, 7:15 p.m.
Bay Village State of the Schools
Various administration members will present
information on the upcoming Bond Issue request,
the district’s current fiscal situation, and requirements under new Ohio Academic Standards and
related issues. The public is invited to attend.
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Adopting great reading habits
by Kathleen Shields

as is the case this year, step into
the den of a newly-acquired red
ike the buzzards over
fox who is as young and as skitHinckley or the swallows
tish as a group of preschoolers
returning to Capistrano,
at storytime.
every year at this time, an
Ballard’s visit coincides
extraordinary creature makes its
with the end of the library’s
annual pilgrimage to Lake Erie
annual summer reading program, in which participants received
a warm and fuzzy
incentive to rack up
the required number
of hours spent reading. In addition to
many fantastic prizes
offered by CCPL,
the Friends of the
Bay Village Branch
offered to sponsor
the library’s participation in Lake Erie
The Center’s two resident foxes look on as librarian Susan Ballard
Nature & Science
presents a check for their adoption to Dave Wolf, Director of Wildlife.
Center’s Adopt an

L

Nature & Science Center. Librarianus Ballardus, also known as
Cuyahoga County Public Library
children’s librarian Susan Ballard, makes the brave trek from
the Bay Village branch to perhaps be photographed with a
snake draped about her neck or,

Animal program if
the summer readers
reached their goal of
20,000 hours.
The branch’s
readers once again
responded to chal- The Center’s latest addition, a sixlenge, far exceed- month-old red fox pup.
ing their target with
get kids to read.”
a final tally of 23,631 hours of
Adopt an Animal allows
reading.
wildlife lovers to support the
In recognition, the Center’s care of an animal on exhibit
red fox exhibit will be adorned and used in Lake Erie Nature
with a sign for the next twelve & Science Center’s educational
months proclaiming “Proudly programs. Sponsorships are
Adopted by The Friends of available for a wide variety of
The Bay Village Library – 2012 furry, finned and feathered
Summer Reading Program.”
friends from between $5 and
“Readers at our branch had $25 per month. “Adopted” anithe highest number of summer mals reside at the Center and
reading hours of all of the CCPL are on view to the public daily
branches,” said Ballard. “The from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Full
Adopt an Animal program is the details can be found at www.
single best incentive I’ve seen to lensc.org. 

Join us for our 1st Annual

Pig Roast
Sunday, Sept. 30 • 4 pm

FREE

Interior Painting • Plaster & Drywall Repair • Staining
gutter cleaning
with any exterior
Wallpaper Removal & Installation • Skim Coating
house painting
Quality interior and exterior painting for over a decade
FREE ESTIMATES • 440-454-2775 • www.allurepainting.net

Pig Roast Platter for $5
Pulled Pork Sandwich for $3

NAT-25536-1

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am
Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices
23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Great Food and Drink Specials • Games and Prizes
Kids Balloons and Face-painting
Bring Your Wedge - Special Prize for Best Chip

The Confident Choice For
In-Home Care.

Portion of proceeds go to St. Bernadette’s Football Teams

Providing quality,
affordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors
and other clients who
need companionship
and personal care.

ﬁrstlighthomecare.com
28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake ...........440-250-9733

440-835-2415
24282 Center Ridge Rd.
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