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LBMS students’ outrageous requests
add fun to letter-writing assignment

Lights of the season

by Kim Bonvissuto

W

hen Lee Burneson Middle
School Language Arts teachers
Paul Roth and Jennifer Seighman gave their seventh-graders a letterwriting assignment, they never expected
it to produce a prosthetic arm.
More precisely, it was one of actor
James Franco’s prosthetic arms used in
the filming of “127 Hours.” The uncle of
student Joe Gardner, Tony Gardner, is a
special effects expert who happened to
work on the movie set and designed the
prosthetic arm.
The item was the result of an outrageous request letter-writing assignment
in which students learn to write a business letter – part of the Ohio Department
of Education’s standards for Language
Arts classes.
Language Arts teacher Deb Schrembeck came up with the original idea
several years ago as an introduction to
a unit that includes the book “Jumping
the Nail” by Eve Bunting, in which a boy
asks another character in the book to do
something outrageous.
Among the items students have
encumbered over the years include:
• Four tickets to a Cleveland Browns
game
• A basketball from Indiana University
• Gamestop poster
• A call from then-first lady Laura Bush

Joe Gardner holds one of James
Franco’s prosthetic arms from the
movie “127 Hours.”
• Rollerskates
• Four tickets to a Monsters hockey
game
• A note from “Harry Potter” author J.K.
Rowling
• Zig Tech athletic shoes from Reebok
Bradley Katcher wrote to 20 companies and 10 responded with paracord,
which Bradley uses to create bracelets he
sells to profit the middle school’s Environmental club. Anna Craven has received
autographs from Cleveland Indians rightfielder Shin-Soo Choo and her favorite
author, Christopher Paolini.
» See REQUESTS, page 6

Ring in the holiday season with the
West Shore Chorale & Orchestra
by Kelly Kutler

O

n Sunday, Dec. 4, at 7:30 p.m., the West Shore Chorale & Orchestra will present
their annual Carols & Choruses of Christmas concert at the Magnificat Center
for the Performing Arts. John Drotleff will conduct the 80-member group, which
has been performing
on the West Side since
1968.
This year, the Chorale will welcome back
the Monday Morning
Bell Choir from Westlake United Methodist Church, under the
direction of Ardith
McCloy. The program
will feature traditional
carols and seasonal
pieces from Vivaldi,
Westlake United Methodist Church’s Monday Morning Handel, Christiansen
Handbell Choir will perform with the West Shore
and others.
» See CHORALE, page 6
Chorale & Orchestra on Dec. 4.

A trumpeting angel is part of the lighted Christmas display at Alex and
Jennifer Strazzella’s home on Lake Road in Bay Village. The illuminated
cross on Bay Presbyterian Church’s steeple is seen in the distance.

one senior’s opinion

Slow down and enjoy the season
by Dianne Borowski

T

he room was filled with the scent
of pine. A whimsical wonderland surrounded the bottom of
the tree. Tiny trains flew around silver
tracks. A stable stood next to the trunk,
empty. Perfectly positioned lights shone
on the empty wooden barn. Ornaments,
sparkling garlands of gold and silver plus
tinsel decorated the eight-foot spruce
which stood in the corner of my childhood home. The mantle was decorated
with greenery and two large stockings
hung, waiting to be filled.
These days before Christmas are
busy days filled with anticipation and
wonder, busy with all the pre-holiday
preparations. I sometimes feel overwhelmed. I wish I could go back to the
room with the eight-foot tree and just
settle in for a little while. I would look
into an ornament and laugh at the lopsided view of the room it presented. My

snow globe beckoned me to enter its
wintry wonderland.
Christmas is such a delightful
time for children. When I was little, I
couldn’t wait to place the baby Jesus in
the manger on Christmas Eve. But wait I
did, as we all must wait for the unfolding
of Christmas magic.
During these days of waiting, please
take some time to slow down a bit. Stop
and smell the aroma of Christmas. This
year I plan to let the days unfold with a
hot cup of tea, a good book and a bit of
chocolate. I will listen to Christmas carols
and thank God for all that I have.
After all, the Christmas story began
so long ago in the sleepy little town of
Bethlehem...
and we still
wait, anticipate
and, hopefully,
remember the
reason for the
season. 
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Nov. 30, 2-3:30 p.m.
Grief Workshop for Those Touched by Cancer
This four-week series is for individuals who have
experienced a loss due to cancer. Attendees will
explore feelings, adapt to the new “normal” and
learn tools for healing in a supportive environment. Attendance at all four sessions is highly
encouraged. Advanced registration is required,
216-595-9546.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake
Nov. 30, 6:30-8 p.m.
HER2+ Breast Cancer Education Program
Those touched by cancer have the opportunity
to learn more about HER2+ breast cancer from an
oncology nurse educator and a HER2+ Ambassador. The HER2+ Ambassador will also present her
story of living with breast cancer. Registration will
begin at 6 p.m. and a light supper will be served.
The program will begin at 6:30 p.m. Advanced
registration is required, 216-595-9546.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake
Dec. 1, 6:45-8:45 p.m.
Westshore Tea Party Meeting
This month Westshore Tea Party welcomes Dave
Greenspan, Cuyahoga County District 1 Councilman to talk about current events impacting our
county, like MetroHealth, the Ohio Land Bank
expenditures and the new Inspector General.
Gemini Center, 21225 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park
Dec. 3, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Bay Holiday Boutique
The Bay Rockets Association’s Annual Holiday
Boutique offers customers fabulous shopping
from fifty amazing vendors. You’ll find jewelry,
home décor, delicious holiday treats, bags,
unique clothing and gifts galore! We’ll have
items for every age – from babies to seniors, for
men and women. We’ve worked very hard to
get a very wide variety! $3 admission includes a
raffle ticket for a Chinese raffle of 50 items! Free

babysitting for children ages 3-9 provided by the
Bay High national honor society students. Full
concession stand and bake sale. Proceeds benefit
Bay Rocket Athletics.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.
Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Santa Shop
Join the Bay Village Early Childhood PTA for
this annual event where the kids get to shop
for their family without Mom and Dad around.
There will be gifts for women, men, teachers,
boys, girls, babies and pets. There is sure to be
something perfect for all the special people
on our little ones’ lists. Everything is affordably
priced (50 cents to $5) and we’ll have our jolly
elf helpers on hand to assist our children in their
shopping. Mom and Dad can also squeeze in
a little stocking stuffer shopping in between
checking out the goodies at the Sweet Shop.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.
Dec. 4, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Barnes & Noble Bookfair benefiting the Bay
Village Community Band
Get into the holiday spirit with the Bay Village
Community Band at Barnes & Noble! Band
members will be playing live Christmas music
throughout the day and will also be offering free gift wrapping for Barnes & Noble
purchases. A percentage of all store purchases
(with mention of the Bay Village Community
Band) will be donated to the band. We hope to
see you there!
Barnes & Noble, 198 Crocker Park Blvd., Westlake
Dec. 4, 7:30-9 p.m.
Carols & Choruses of Christmas
See the story on page 1 of this issue.
Magnificat Performing Arts Center, 20770 Hilliard
Blvd., Rocky River
Dec. 7, 6:30-8 p.m.
Night Tree
Celebrate the heartwarming story of the Night
Tree – one family’s tradition of sharing the
spirit of the holidays with nature. Have a close
encounter with some of the animals featured in
the story. Prepare and take home treats for your
backyard wildlife to eat, and enjoy your own
snack of holiday cookies and hot cocoa. For families of all ages. Fee: $7/person; $35/family of 5 or

Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Let me come to your door
to groom your beloved pet!

Services offered:
UAll natural grooming products
UAromatherapy for calming your pet
UMassage/Warm Towel Wrap
UPaw/Pad Treatment
UFur Coloring
UFacials UTeeth Brushing

440-787-4058

Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Bay Village Community Band Concert - A
Christmas Celebration
The Bay Village Community Band presents its
Annual Christmas Celebration. Come enjoy the
songs of the Christmas season! Featuring the
classics with a few audience sing-a-longs. Free
admission.
Bay Middle School, 27225 Wolf Rd.

Observer Guidelines

Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest in
Westlake or Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
• Aim for 300-500 words.
• Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure
accuracy.
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy
others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
• Be respectful of others.
• Write for the community. Your stories will be read
by people throughout Westlake and Bay Village
(and beyond) so keep the audience in mind when
choosing topics.
• Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through
editors who review stories for spelling and
grammar. We try to keep the news as “unfiltered”

The mission of the Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to
inform, involve and energize the community through
citizen participation of 380+ community writers.
We encourage residents of Westlake and Bay to join in
and share stories, photos, and information about our
great communities.
We do not accept payment for the inclusion of articles.
The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a locally-owned
news source published biweekly.
The views and opinions expressed in this publication
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
Production office
451 Queenswood Drive • Bay Village, Ohio 44140
440-409-0114 • Fax 440-409-0118

Publisher, Community advocate - Denny Wendell

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

Sign up today in the
online newsroom at
www.wbvobserver.com
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as possible, but may edit
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length and content if
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necessary.
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• Disclose your affiliation.
If you have a personal or
business relationship with the subject of your story,
let your readers know.
• Don’t write stories solely to promote your
business–that’s what ads are for.
Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for
advice or help with topics, content or the submission
process.
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories &
photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2
megabytes in size. If you have questions, contact us
at staff@wbvobserver.com.

WRITERS
Barb Bartlome
Kim Bonvissuto
Dianne Borowski
Shannon Boston
Julie Cikra
Kenneth Cooper
Eric Eakin
Doug Foster

Sue Grame
Nancy Heaton
Suzanne Krippel
Kelly Kutler
Jane Lassar
Mel Maurer
Brenda O’Reilly
Joyce Sandy

PhotographY
Barb Bartlome
Kim Bonvissuto
Julie Cikra

Nancy Heaton
Kelly Kutler
Carol Maat

Dave Pfister
Denny Wendell

ALSO HELPING
Nancy Brown
Karen Derby

Steve Novak
Shawn Salamone

Marge Widmar
Kathy Winzig

Dave Scullin
Erin Stack
Lysa Stanton
Beverly Thomas
Eileen Vernon
Tara Wendell
Mike West
Elaine Willis

SUPPORT CIVIC JOURNALISM!
ADVERTISE WITH THE WBV OBSERVER
ADS AS LOW AS $30
QUESTIONS - staff@wbvobserver.com 440-409-0114 CALL LAURA AT 440-477-3556
SENIOR editor – Tara Wendell, tara@wbvobserver.com
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Take pride in your community;
take part in your community
newspaper!
We’re calling for news
and information from our
neighborhoods, civic groups,
community organizations,
booster groups, schools,
churches and more in
Westlake and Bay Village.
Write stories, announce events
or take photos.
You don’t need experience –
if you see something of
interest, write about it or take
a picture and send it in!
It’s fun and easy to be part of
this community project!

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal
community newspaper and website written by, for
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,
providing perspectives and information about topics
and events in our community.

Copyright ©2011 The Westlake | Bay Village Observer.
All rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden
without written permission.

Fur De’Tail
Mobile Pet Salon

Dec. 12, 9-11 a.m.
Holiday Open House
Please join us for the annual Dwyer Center Holiday Open House. Carrie Engelbrecht’s Westerly
School choir will perform. Refreshments will be
provided. Please RSVP to 835-6565.
Dwyer Memorial Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane,
Bay Village

SHARE YOUR STORIES
ABOUT WESTLAKE &
BAY VILLAGE

K@FE
K@E:

så5 bedrooms – 2600 sq. ft.
plus finished basement
så2 ½ newly remodeled
bathrooms
såDouble pane windows
såNewer furnace & AC
såLeaf guard gutters
såLarge lot with trees
såProfessional landscape &
sprinklers
så12’ x 20’ Screened porch
såNew Roof & New Siding
såHardwood Floors in
Bedrooms

Dec. 11, 3 p.m.
Holiday Choir Concert
The Chancel Choir of Church of the Redeemer
United Church of Christ will present a Holiday
Concert. Vocal and instrumental selections will
include traditional, Broadway and sacred holiday
favorites. There will also be a visit by a very
special guest! Please bring the entire family and
join us for this festive event! Admission is free. For
more information please call 440-331-0834.
Church of the Redeemer UCC, 23500 Center Ridge
Rd., Westlake

JOIN MORE THAN
380 CITIZEN
WRITERS

@

¬+NICKERBOCKER¬2OAD¬s¬ 
&OR¬MORE¬INFO¬CALL¬  

Dec. 8, 9 a.m.-noon
2nd Annual Taste of Home Christmas Cookie
Walk
Hand pick from many homemade seasonal
varieties. Cookies will be sold at $8 per pound;
arrive early for the best selection. Make your
selections, then relax and enjoy Christmas music
and free coffee, tea or hot chocolate after you
shop. Homemade cookies make the best hostess
gifts – no one has to know you didn’t bake them
all! Funds raised will provide seed money to purchase benches for our large interior courtyard.
There is plenty of free parking. The building is
handicapped accessible. For more information
call Janice Snyder at 440-847-1031.
Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve, 2116 Dover
Center Rd., Westlake

BECOME AN
OBSERVER!

?<I

BAY VILLAGE FAMILY DREAM HOUSE
FOR SALE

more. Pre-registration required, 440-871-2900.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd.

E

Nov. 30, noon
Lunch and Learn - How to Prevent a Nasty
Fall!
Complimentary lunch will be served as Jennifer
Lester from West Bay Care & Rehab presents
“How to Prevent a Nasty Fall.” RSVP necessary,
835-6565.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village

View more events and post your own on the Observer website at wbvobserver.com

K@F

COMMUNITY EVENTS
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ADVERTISING - Laura Gonzalez, Advertising Consultant
440-477-3556 • laura@wbvobserver.com
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Opening December 2011
Cleveland Clinic Richard E. Jacobs
Health Center
Located off of Lear Nagel at I-90 in Avon
This December, you and your family will have nationally renowned primary and specialty care closer than
ever at Cleveland Clinic Richard E. Jacobs Health Center in Avon. Cleveland Clinic physicians offer a wide
range of medical expertise and the most advanced treatments available, with services including:
2YHUVSHFLDOW\FDUHVHUYLFHV
including top-ranked* cardiac care

)RXUSURFHGXUHURRPV

3ULPDU\FDUH

$TXDWLFSK\VLFDOWKHUDS\
and rehabilitation services

)RXURSHUDWLQJURRPV

5HWDLOSKDUPDF\

Same-day appointments available. Call 440.695.4000.
For more information and directions, visit clevelandclinic.org/avon

Community Open House
JYlmj\YqÛ;][]eZ]jÛÛ~~ÛÝÛ~¤Ûhe
Tour our new facility, receive free health screenings and enjoy entertainment, including
DSSHDUDQFHVE\6FRRE\'RRDQG5DGLR'LVQH\SUL]HVL3RGJLYHDZD\DQGPRUH

*U.S.News & World Report, 

11608-03 CCNW_Avon FH&SC Opening-99.indd 1

11/10/11 2:46 PM

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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CREATIVE DEPARTMENT
Client: Cleveland Clinic
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Demons softball team fundraiser
at Huntington Playhouse Dec. 15
by Doug Foster

W

estlake High School Lady Demons
Fastpitch Softball team is sponsoring a benefit performance
of “Miracle on 34th Street” at Huntington
Playhouse, 28601 Lake Road, Bay Village, on
Thursday, Dec. 15. There will be a coaches,
players, parents and guests Meet and Greet
starting at 7 p.m. Light snacks and desserts
will be served.
The theatre doors open at 7:30 p.m. and
the performance begins at 8 p.m. Tickets
are $20 for adults and $15 for students 18
and under. For tickets or more information,

please contact Doug Foster at dfoster55@aol.
com or call 440-759-3313.
For those of you who have never seen
“Miracle on 34th Street,” Kris Kringle is hired
by Macy’s for the holidays. Kris believes he is
Santa Claus and others think differently and
plot to ruin him. As events unfold, a small girl’s
belief in Santa and the magic of the season are
at stake as the events lead to a high-profile trial
that challenges the city’s holiday spirit. The
play is directed by Dave MacKeigan.
Get in the holiday mood, grab the family
and make plans to see this excellent performance of this play today as tickets are limited
and going fast. 

Class on detective novels
coming to Bay Village Library
by Beverly Thomas

L

ove a mystery? Love detective novels?
Join the CWRU group at Bay Village
Library for our upcoming session titled
“The Detective Novel from Page to Screen.”
Enjoy an interactive experience with lively
discussion guided by our leader/teacher Terry
Meehan as we explore the film world’s transformation of three books into movies.
A trio of major American detective novels
were made into classic 1940s films by three
of our greatest filmmakers. One week will be
a lively discussion of the literary value of the
book, the next will be a screening of the film,
followed by a study of how the filmmaker
transforms the book’s ideas and characters
into cinema.
Books and films include “The Maltese
Falcon” by Dashiel Hammett; “Laura” by Vera
Caspary; and “The Big Sleep” by Raymond
Chandler.

A number of WBV Observer readers have
joined us in the past for these classes and we
look forward to meeting more new people
and the insights they bring. These classes are
sponsored by Case Western Reserve University’s Adult Continuing Education program.
We meet at the Bay Village Branch Library,
502 Cahoon Rd. The eight-week session will be
held Mondays from 10-11:30 a.m. beginning
Jan. 16, 2012.
Advance registration together with payment of the course fee of $70 is required, and
must be received by CWRU no later than Jan.
4. Thereafter walk-ins may sign up as space
allows. Class size is limited to 25.
For more information on this class or to
register, call Marianne at 440-808-0076 or Beverly at 440-835-2917.
CWRU courses are offered across the
Greater Cleveland area. For more information
on other classes, call the Office of Continuing
Education at 216-368-2090. 

Board of Elections hiring poll workers for March primary
by Mike West

T

he Cuyahoga County Board of Elections
must employ nearly 6,000 poll workers
to serve at the polls on Election Day
and is currently hiring for the March 6, 2012,
primary election.
Poll workers provide an important service
for the community and work on the front lines

Ceramika

of the democratic process. Poll workers earn
$172.10 for their service and must complete
training prior to working on Election Day.
Cuyahoga County residents who are
interested in serving as a poll worker may
call 216-443-3277 to complete an application
by phone, or fill out an online application by
clicking on the Poll Worker Easy Application
link at boe.cuyahogacounty.us 

Beautiful, Unique
Christmas Gifts

Polish
Pottery
Oven, microwave &
dishwasher safe

%JOOFSXBSFt#BLFXBSF
)PNF%FDPS#FWFSBHF
4FSWJOH1JFDFTt(JGU*EFBT

8JMMJBNTCVSH4RVBSF

%FUSPJU3E 8FTUMBLF
0QFOBNQN.PO4BU

440-899-7646

XXXCMVFQFBDPDLJNQPSUTDPN
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Westlake Historical
Society placing wreaths
on historical graves
by Lysa Stanton

L

ast year the Westlake Historical Society began placing wreaths on the graves
of founding and pioneer citizens
of early Dover (now Westlake). We
believe placing a wreath on a grave
is not only a symbol of remembrance, it is a sign of respect for
that person and who they were.
We would like to extend the
opportunity for you, your family,
organization, group or business
to place a Christmas wreath this
year in memory of one of our
pioneer families. Volunteers from
the Westlake Historical Society

will place the wreaths on the
graves of our founding and pioneer families on Saturday, Dec.
10, at 10 a.m.
If you have a wreath you would
like us to place, please contact us
at 440-808-1961.You may email us
at westlakehistory@yahoo.com.
Society members can also pick up
the wreath from you. If you would
like to sponsor a wreath, the cost
is only $15 each. We will be placing wreaths at both Evergreen and
Maple Ridge cemeteries.
“Show me first the graveyards
of a country, and I will tell you the
true character of the people.” –
Benjamin Franklin 

GUTTERSchedule
CLEANING
JUST
$79!
your gutter cleaning,
fall cleanup, painting & snow removal now!

FREE ESTIMATES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
$30 SNOW REMOVAL

RICHARD’S

LANDSCAPING & HANDYMAN SERVICES
Professional Job with a Personal Touch
Licensed-Bonded-Fully Insured

Call Richard at (216) 355-2453
WWW.RICHARDSLAWNS.NET
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Musical events highlight
Advent season at Unity
Spiritual Center
by Kenneth Cooper

B

egin your holiday season with
a gloriously festive evening on
Saturday, Dec. 3, by attending
“Deck the Hall,” Unity’s fourth annual
Christmas Concert. The evening will be
filled with music as more than twenty
musicians perform holiday favorites.
Coordinated by music director
Bonnie Chase, the program promises
something for everyone. Soloists, vocal
ensembles, instrumentalists and the
unparalleled “Choir on Fire” will perform in a variety of musical styles to help
you get in the spirit of the season.
The festivities begin at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 3, at Unity Spiritual Center,
23855 Detroit Rd. in Westlake. Pizza
and refreshments will be on sale before
the concert, as well as during the intermission. Tickets are $15 each (children
under 14 free) and can be purchased
online at unityspiritualcenter.com, by
phone at 440-835-0400 or at the door.
Two weeks later, a unique Christmas performance comes to Unity. On
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 7 p.m., “The Night
in Bethlehem: An Original Christmas

Exceptional
Heart Care

Legendary announcer Joe Tait
to visit Westlake

on the West Side.

by Jane Lassar

L

egendary announcer Joe
Tait, “the Voice of the
Cleveland Cavaliers,” will
visit Barnes & Noble Bookstore;
198 Crocker Park Blvd. in Westlake on Saturday, Dec. 10, from
1-2 p.m. Joe will share stories
and autograph copies of his
new book “Joe Tait: It’s Been a
Real Ball.” The book is co-written with award-winning sports
writer Terry Pluto.
Based on a series of indepth interviews, and with
memories contributed by
Tait’s fans and colleagues,
the book covers Joe Tait’s hallof-fame broadcasting career
from his early days announcing high school sports to his Joe Tait, “the Voice of the Cavaliers,” will
retirement from basketball in visit Barnes & Noble Crocker Park on
2011 after four decades with Dec. 10. Photo courtesy Cleveland Cavaliers
the Cavaliers.
It tells how Tait got started
the “Miracle at Richfield” to the
in broadcasting, how he landed jobs LeBron James years. Many also fondly
with the Cavaliers and the Indians, recall him as one of the best play-byand how his no-nonsense commen- play announcers ever to broadcast
tary won fans and sometimes got Cleveland Indians games (1973 to
him in hot water with coaches and 1987) and as the longtime announcer
owners.
for Mount Union football.
Joe Tait called the radio play-byFor more information about Joe
play from the Cleveland Cavaliers’ Tait’s appearance at Barnes & Noble,
first year in the NBA, 1970, until his call 440-250-9233. The event is free and
retirement in 2011 (with the excep- open to the public. For more information of two years in the early 1980s). tion about “Joe Tait: It’s Been a Real
His animated voice and descriptive Ball,” call Gray & Company, Publishers
announcing brought the excitement at 1-800-915-3609 or visit their website
of the game home to listeners, from at www.grayco.com. 

Backed by the resources of Cleveland Clinic,
our advanced Heart Center offers high-quality care,
leading innovative treatments and state-of-theart technology – all in a patient-centered, healing
environment. Fairview Hospital is the highest
ranking community hospital on Cleveland’s West Side
to be recognized in U.S.News & World Report
for its exceptional cardiac care.

To take a virtual tour of our Heart Center,
visit fairviewhospital.org/heart
For an appointment,
please call 1.866.733.6363.

10927-05 FAIR Heart Print-99-5.indd 1

Story” will be presented by Twin Engine,
the band. This story, inspired by a love
of Christmas and its meaning, focuses
on a young boy named Samuel awaiting
his turn to talk with Joseph following
the birth of Jesus. This rock-infused
score was influenced by the Mark Wood
Experience, Trans-Siberian Orchestra
and Skef Rifton, and features the band’s
electric violin.
The 55-minute performance is
a family-friendly show to be experienced by all. After the presentation of
“The Night in Bethlehem,” the lights
come on and Twin Engine retakes the
stage to perform 30 minutes of upbeat,
contemporary classics. Admission is
$15 for adults and $10 for children
under 12.
In addition to these two wonderful musical evenings, check us out at
unityspiritualcenter.com for a description of other Advent activities, including a schedule of Sunday morning and
Wednesday evening services leading
up to a very special Christmas Candlelight evening service on Dec. 24 at 8
.p.m, and a Christmas morning service
at 11 a.m. 

11/2/11 2:10 PM

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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REQUESTS continued from front page

Memories of St. Nicholas Day

Schrembeck said the quickest
response a student has received after
sending a letter was 20 hours, while
the longest was four years. Schrembeck said the four-year item was
an autograph from the alternative
band Flaming Lips, adding that she
tracked the band for years until they
responded.
But Joe Gardner’s prosthetic arm
might be the most unusual item to
come out of the assignment. Tony Gardner designed 10 different arms for the
film, which documented the survival
story of Danny Boyle, whose arm was
Bradley Katcher wears one of the bracelets
stuck while mountain climbing.
“His uncle wrote a note with it he created with paracord donated by various
that said ‘I hope this is outrageous companies, while Jotham Courtney holds
enough,’” Roth said, adding that the the Zig Tech athletic shoes he received from
note also mentioned that his nephew Reebok.
had “really cool teachers.”
learning to be better writers. They are learn“The business letter is a mystery to most ing to write the right way is not just homeof our students, who have never written any- work – it’s something you can do and see the
thing past an email,” Roth said. “They are benefits.” 

by Mel Maurer

CHORALE continued from front page
A community tradition, Carols & Choruses signals the beginning of the holidays for
many Westsiders. “I’ve had many people come
up at the end of this program and tell me that
this concert starts the Christmas season for
them,” says conductor John Drotleff. “It’s a
program of holiday music that features the
chorus alone and chorus with a professional
orchestra and bells. There’s also a wonderful
reception afterward that is truly a community

gathering.”
Concert tickets are $15 and students of
all ages are free. Tickets are also available
at the door or may be purchased online at
westshorechorale.org or by phone at 216-3737773. Parking is free and handicap accessible.
You can also connect with the Chorale on
Facebook and on Twitter @wschorale. Magnificat Center for the Performing Arts is located
at 20770 Hilliard Blvd. in Rocky River. 

M

y research into my family history shows that all of my greatgrandparents came to America from Germany between 1840
and 1866.
No doubt, as with all emigrants, they brought certain home country
traditions with them. However, by the time my immediate family was
formed and I was being raised along with an older brother and younger
sister three generations later in the 1940s, all but two German or European practices were long gone. One of these was pork and sauerkraut
on New Year’s Day so the New Year would be a good one, and another
was St. Nicholas Day (der Nikolaustag).
St. Nicholas Day, December 6, this saint’s Feast Day in the Roman
Catholic Church, was celebrated in our house by hanging socks from
the mantle the evening of December 5 (we used our father’s black calflength socks) so that when we woke the next morning we would find
them filled with fruit and candy.
I would later learn that this nice Christmas season custom can be
traced back to some Catholic traditions in southern Germany. There,
historically Saint Nicholas (Sankt Nikolaus) is a bishop with a long white
beard. Houses were
cleaned and children
would clean and polish
their shoes to prepare
for the saint’s visit on
December 6.
On that day’s eve,
the children would put
letters to the saint along
with carrots for the
saint’s horse or donkey
on a plate or even in
their shoes. These were
left in the house where
they could be easily seen
with the hope that they
would find various good
things waiting for them
the next morning.
If the children have St. Nicholas was a bishop who lived in
been good, the saint will Asia Minor roughly 1,700 years ago.
fill their plates, shoes or
boots with fruits, nuts and candies. If not good, they may get only potatoes, coal or twigs. In some traditions, December 6 was also the day to
receive gifts – not on Christmas, which was reserved for Christ.
I’m happy to report that while I may have deserved a lump of coal
or a twig at times, that I always found good stuff in my (Dad’s) stocking,
as did my brother (who should have been more worried than me) and
sister (always deserving). And yes, we also hung Christmas Stockings
on Christmas Eve, too.
I write this only to share a nice memory and not to encourage
another reason for a shopping spree with a Black Monday or Tuesday.
In fact this may be the only “holiday” left that has yet to be tainted by
excess commercialism – let’s keep it that way.
May you all have a Happy and Blessed Holiday Season! 

Join in the holiday spirit…

W

Shop and support our local businesses

Conductor John Drotleff conducts an audience sing-a-long.

orship together this holiday season

Join in the holiday spirit…
REDEEMER
CHURCH OF THE

23500 Center Ridge Rd.
åsåWWWCORUCCORG
3UNDAYåWORSHIPåATååAM

Shop and support our local businesses

United Church of Christ

s

CHANCEL CHOIR HOLIDAYCONCERT - Dec. 11, 3:00 pm

“Eat, Drink, Shop and Be Merry”

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM: A LIVE NATIVITY - Dec. 16 & 17, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - Dec. 21, 7:00 pm

f

f

f
f

fCANDLELIGHT

f
f

WELCOMES YOU FOR

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIPf

at Crocker Park
and the Promenade

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth
S S  9:00   11:00 

Join in the holiday
spirit…
f
3

5

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH ~
PM
PM
5pm will feature live nativity and worship band.

f

9 PM

Children are welcome at all services. Free, professional childcare at 3, 5 and 9pm

27650 Center Ridge Road | Westlake, Ohio 44145 | Ph: (440) 871-3088 | westlakeumc.org

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

f

Shop and support
our local businesses

Classes, seminars t Open spiritual community
Meditation t Prosperity principles t Sustainability practices
23855 Detroit Rd t Westlake t 440-835-0400
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com
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Celebrating Westlake’s Bicentennial

Scout’s time capsule project to go down in history
by Tara Wendell

T

he City of Westlake held a ceremony
on Nov. 17 to dedicate the Bicentennial Time Capsule. The metal box containing Westlake memorabilia will be buried
next year at a location to be determined.
Evan Kelemen of Westlake Boy Scout
Troop 208 adopted the time capsule as part
of his Eagle Scout project. He worked on the
capsule all year long, meeting with Westlake
Historical Society president Lysa Stanton
weekly.
The two scoured the internet and asked
community groups for suggestions on what
items to include in the time capsule, which is
scheduled to be opened in 2111.
“We wanted to show what makes Westlake,
Westlake,” Evan said.
Also at the ceremony, bronze plaques
were unveiled showing the Clague House and
Weston House as being listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. The Clague House
was placed on the Register in 1976 and the
Weston House in 2005.
The plaques will be
installed on the homes
in a later ceremony.
To view Nate
Dreher’s video of the
ceremony, visit the city’s
website at mediasite.
cityofwestlake.org. 

Mayor Dennis Clough presents a proclamation
dedicating the National Register Historic Plaque to
mark the Clague House.

DECEMBER 9 TH & 10 TH , 2011

THE SPIRITUALITY
CONFERENCE GROUP
PRESENTS

GREGG
BRADEN

Scout Evan Kelemen
and his proud
grandmother and
parents at the time
capsule ceremony.
Photos by Carol Maat

Families invited to learn about
pollution with fun, hands-on activities
by Suzanne Krippel

T

he Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant
received by the Cuyahoga County Board of
Health and their collaborating partners is
designed to educate families and teachers about
water quality issues and to demonstrate how
individual actions can impact the watershed.
The project is also designed to improve
recreational water quality by identifying potential pollution sources within the Porter Creek
Watershed. The book “All the Way to the Ocean”
by Joel Harper is an uplifting story about the
cause and effect relationship between our
cities’ storm drains and the world’s oceans,
lakes and rivers.
Join us for our All the Way to the Ocean Fun
Fest on Saturday, Dec. 10, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Educator’s Market & Toy located at 25923
Detroit Rd., in Westlake. This event will engage

families in water-related, innovative activities
and lessons that are aligned to Ohio’s Science
Standards. We will have crafts, hands-on lessons,
and light refreshments. We will also have three
readings of “All the Way to the Ocean” at 10:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
The GLRI project runs from April 1, 2011, to
March 31, 2013. If you would like more information on the project visit: greatlakesrestoration.
us, under “A Holistic Watershed Approach to
Health at Huntington Beach” or direct questions
to Suzanne Krippel at skrippel@ccbh.net or 216201-2001, ext. 1242.
We would like to thank the following generous partners for their help on this GLRI project:
Educator’s Market & Toy, Cleveland Metroparks,
Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District,
the University of Toledo, Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, and the cities of Bay Village and
Westlake. 

Completely Assembled Rain Barrels!

A sustainable GREEN solution for your home and garden.

OBSERVER:
“GOOD PEOPLE
DOING GOOD
THINGS IN THE
COMMUNITY”

Westlake Historical Society president Lysa Stanton and
Evan Kelemen hold the stainless steel time capsule
donated by First Federal of Lakewood, Westlake region.

Automatic Overflow BACK to Down Spout
GREAT
FOR GIFT GIVING
NO Mosquitos, NO Algea, NO Debris

Completely
assembled 55 Gallon Barrel
attached RainReserve diverter.
Rain
Barrels
‘NwithMORE
We are Ohio’s only authorized RainReserve distributor.

Buy
1 Rain Barrel & GET 1 FREE
1SJDFTTUBSUBUt8BUFS3PDLTJOHBMt-PDBM%FMJWFSZBWBJMBCMF
50% OFF selected items
Call for Hours and Monthly Specials

The 440-808-8383
“GREEN” Garage Store

30791 Center Ridge Rd. (SE corner of Bradley)
(SFFOJOH:PVS:BSE0OF3BJO%SPQ"U"5JNF
WaterStones,
StoneWare URNS & Compost Tumblers

www.rainbarrelsNmore.com
tXXXUIF(3&&/HBSBHFTUPSFDPN

THE SECRETS OF 2012
AND HUMANKIND’S
DEEPEST TRUTHS

New York Times
bestselling author,
internationally
renowned as a pioneer
in bridging science and
spirituality, speaks on
the Deep Truths.
TICKETS
Friday Night Talk: $20 Advance, $30 Door
Saturday Workshop: $75 Advance, $95 Door
Both Events: $90 Advance
TO PURCHASE TICKETS
Friday Night Talk: 440-835-0400
Saturday Workshop: 216-308-9717
www.UnityHallPresents.com or
www.SpiritualityConferenceGroup.org

SCHEDULE
FRIDAY NIGHT TALK
December 9th, 2011
6:30 – 9:00 pm
Unity Hall at
Unity Spiritual Center
23855 Detroit Road,
Westlake, Ohio

SATURDAY WORKSHOP
December 10th, 2011
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
The Hilton Inn Garden Inn
700 Beta Drive
Mayfield, Ohio

Supported by Agape Renaissance Center,
Living Truth Center, Miracle Center for
Spiritual Living and Summit Spiritual Center
COPYRIGHT 2007-2011. SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Visit us at Crocker Park’s Market Days tCredit Cards Accepted

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Celebrating Westlake’s Bicentennial

Clock dedication concludes
Westlake’s bicentennial celebration

W

estlake ended the yearlong
celebration commemorating its Bicentennial with the
unveiling of a clock on Nov. 19 on the
grounds of City Hall on Hilliard Boulevard.
“This clock is truly a symbol of
our Bicentennial,” said Mayor Dennis
Clough. “After all, our 200th anniversary
is just a point in time.”
The idea for the clock started with
Community Services Director Joyce
Schroth, who was looking for a way to
honor her son Brad,
who passed away
last year.

Schroth did some research on
memorial timepieces, and mentioned
her idea to Mayor Clough. It was soon
decided that a Bicentennial Clock would
be a fitting way to mark the city’s 200th
birthday.
The clock, constructed by the Verdin
Company of Cincinnati, was paid for by
donations from civic organizations and
Westlake citizens.
To view Nate Dreher’s video of the
unveiling ceremony, visit the city’s website at mediasite.cityofwestlake.org.

A crowd of city department heads, civic leaders and residents gathered in
front of City Hall to watch the unveiling of the new clock.
Mayor Dennis
Clough and
Westlake Service
Department
deputy director
Chris Stuhm tug on
the rope to remove
the cover unveiling
the bicentennial
clock at the
Nov. 19 ceremony.
Photos by Carol Maat and
Denny Wendell.

The Westlake Bicentennial Clock at City Hall can be programmed to play
musical selections on the quarter hour from a library of 3,000 songs.

Bronze plaques on the base of the Bicentennial Clock.

New Windows & Custom Trim From
$253 Installed!!!

The Future of Replacement Windows

Interior Painting r Plaster & Drywall Repair r Staining
Wallpaper Removal & Installation r Skim Coating

FREE ESTIMATES

NAT-25536-1

216-287-7468 or 216-228-0138 office r www.allurepainting.net

Greenisland
Irish Restaurant
& Pub

SANTA IS COMING!

On Saturday, Dec 3
Come have lunch 12:30-2:00
Bring your cameras.
25517 Eaton Way, Bay Village (off Columbia Rd.)
440-250-9086

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

17409 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

KITTENS

Four-month old kittens,
in need of good homes.
2 males, 3 females
All shots; neutered.
Very docile and lovable.
$15 each

Call David at
440-935-2676

www.WindowUniverseCleveland.com

440.536.8116
620 Dover
Center Rd.

Jim Sgro’s

440-871-0899

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.
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Sign up NOW for

Adult/Child

Bowling League!
Starts Sun. Dec. 4
from 4:30-6:30 pm

This league will bowl every
other Sunday. $15 for one adult
& one child to bowl 2 games!

Call Mark at 440-871-0911
to sign up!

S
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eid Wood, professor
emeritus at Lorain
County Community College, will present
a special program about
“mail art” at Westlake
Porter Public Library on
Tuesday, Dec. 6, at 7 p.m.
The artistic movement, in
which mail artists send creative works via the postal
system, began gaining in
popularity in the 1960s. A
way to make art accessible
to anyone who can afford
a postage stamp, mail art
can also involve collaboration between sender and
recipient.
The Dec. 6 program, presented by the
Westlake-Westshore Arts
Council, will explain the
history of the worldwide
movement and its “Eternal Network” alternative
culture. 

9

Learn about ‘mail art’ Dec. 6 at
Porter Library

Gardens at Westlake
provides Basket of Blessings
by Barb Bartlome

BOWLING
27229 Wolf Rd., Bay Village
440-871-0911 to speak with Mark
www.BayLanesBowl.com
Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved.
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Advertise in the
Observer!

Special holiday pricing
from the Westlake | Bay
Village Observer for our
Dec. 13 holiday issue.
Contact Laura at 440-477-3556 or
laura@wbvobserver.com for details

The Gardens at Westlake continues to
make the community service event they took
on three years ago bigger and better each year.
They donate canned goods or other non-perishable food items to a “Basket of Blessings.”
A large box was decorated and placed in
the front lobby at the Gardens and the employees and residents filled the box numerous
times with a wide variety of needed items.
The box was then transferred into cartons for the Westlake Community Services
Department where the Social Service staff
added the food items to Thanksgiving baskets
they were assembling. The baskets were then
delivered to families in the community for From left, Resident Services Coordinator Rosey Cichon and residents George
the holidays. 
Lamb, Pat Schiff and Liz Moe with The Gardens at Westlake’s Basket of Blessings.

Bradley Bay 9.5 x 5.5 WBVObserver_ 3.6

O’Neill Management
Locally owned and managed
by the John O’Neill Family,
serving seniors in the
West Shore area since 1962.

To reach any of our facilities, call

Bay Village

North Ridgeville

Lakewood

North Olmsted

605 Bradley Road, Bay Village

(440) 871-4509

Care Services
Staffed by professional nurses
Medication Administration
Emergency Call System
Rehabilitation Services
Amenities
3 Meals per day
Daily Activities
Linen Service
Housekeeping
Transportation to appointments
or off-site activities
Independence, and the Security of Knowing a Professional and Caring
Medical Team is Close at Hand

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westlake porter Public Library

Westlake Porter Public Library’s December calendar of events
by Elaine Willis

Thursday, Dec. 1 (7-8:30 p.m.)

Investor Interest Group –

John Sawczak will look at the 2011 investing year and what he expects 2012 to look
like for investors. Please register.

Friday, Dec. 2 (10:30-11:15 a.m.)

of a 30-minute storytime followed by
a 30-minute social-sharing time. Each
child must have adult caregiver. Please
register starting Nov. 26.

at 4 p.m. and we’ll have some fun! Grades
5 & up.

Thursday, Dec. 8 (7 p.m.) Non-

Fiction Book Discussion – The

Saturday, Dec. 3 (2-3 p.m.) Brick December selection is “The World in Six

Builders Club – Love those LEGO

bricks? Then bring your ideas and imagination to the club! All bricks provided.
Ages 6-13. Registration begins one week
before each session.

Songs: How the Musical Brain Created
Human Nature” by Daniel J. Levitin.

Saturday, Dec. 10 (10-10:45 a.m.)

Saturday, Dec. 10 (2:30-4:30 p.m.)

Mad4Manga – M4M is everything
manga! We talk about manga, create
manga art, discuss & watch anime films,
and more! Grades 6-12 only.

Tuesday, Dec. 13 (7 p.m.) Tues-

day Evening Book Discussion
– In December we’ll discuss our most

Saturday Lapsit Storytime
– Join us for songs, rhymes and stories,

meaningful Christmas books. Bring one
or two books that hold the key to unlocking your holiday spirit.

Westlake-Westshore Arts
Council – Reid Wood will present a

with caregiver.

Wednesday, Dec. 14 (4-5 p.m.)

Saturday, Dec. 3 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.)

program about “MAIL ART.”

Crafts A Go-Go! – Join us for a fun

– Want to play Wii? How about watch a

Crafts A Go-Go! – Join us for a fun

Wednesday, Dec. 7 (10:30-11 a.m.) and easy craft experience! All supplies DVD? Maybe listen to some music? Hang

and easy craft experience! All supplies
provided; just drop in. A new, cool craft
idea every time!

Let’s Sing and Dance! – Join us

provided; just drop in. A new, cool craft
idea every time!

out with us every Wednesday after school
at 4 p.m. and we’ll have some fun! Grades
5 & up.

Come Play With Me! – Open playtime with age-appropriate toys, songs
and rhymes for ages 2-5 and their caring
adults. Registration begins one week
before each session.

Tuesday, Dec. 6 (7-8:45 p.m.) then stay and play! For ages 0-24 months

for a fun session of singing and dancing.
For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. No
registration required.

Saturday, Dec. 3 (10:30-11:30
a.m.) Kids in Motion Sensory Wednesday, Dec. 7 (4-5 p.m.)
Storytime – Join us for stories,

activities, music and more! Program is
designed to engage children with special
needs/sensory challenges, and consists

Wednesday After School Fun
– Want to play Wii? How about watch a
DVD? Maybe listen to some music? Hang
out with us every Wednesday after school

Saturday, Dec. 10 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.) Wednesday After School Fun

Saturday, Dec. 10 (2-3:30 p.m.)

Beginning Genealogy – Get
started researching your family history.
Learn where to begin, how to research,
what resources are available, and where
to find them. Bring along names & dates
for hands-on research. Please register.

Thursday, Dec. 15 – WPPL’s 127th

Anniversary – Stop by for a free
cookie!
To register for any of the programs,
please call 440-871-2600 or visit http://
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

Westlake Porter Public
Library is a 3-star library!

Group seeks nominations for Bay Village
citizen, project of year

by Elaine Willis

by Eric Eakin

L

ibrary Journal magazine
has named Westlake
Porter Public Library one
of its Star Libraries for 2011. The
Star Libraries is a system that
ranks public libraries across
the country based upon statistical performance measures
gathered by the Institute of
Museum and Library Services.
WPPL received three out of five
stars in the ranking.
The statistics used to
create the Star Libraries ranking include circulation per
capita, visits per capita, pro-

gram attendance per capita
and public Internet computer
use per capita.
“The Star ranking is a
reflection of how heavily this
community uses the library
and how much they value the
materials and services that are
offered,” said Library Director
Andrew Mangels.
Westlake Porter Public
Library is also highly ranked in
the Hennen’s American Public
Library Ratings, in which it
is No. 1 in the nation among
libraries in its population category. It is one of 37 libraries in
Ohio named Star Libraries. 

T

he Bay Village Community
Council is now accepting
nominations for the 2012
Bay Village Citizen of the Year and
Project of the Year.
Nominations will be accepted
until Jan. 6, 2012. Selections will
be announced by the Community
Council shortly thereafter.
A reception in honor of the
recipient and project will be
scheduled at a mutually agreeable time.
(Although nominations
for Project of the Year are being
accepted, this award is not

intended to be an annual designation and special projects will be
considered based on community
impact and the involvement of
volunteers and organizations.)
Nomination forms are available at public buildings throughout Bay Village including city hall,
the Bay Village library, the K.T.
Allen board of education building, or from a member of the
Community Council.
They also are available in
PDF form via email; contact
ericjeakin@gmail.com.
The Community Council is
comprised of members of local
civic organizations and individu-

als. The organization’s focus is
the compilation of a community
calendar of events, coordination
of events by various civic groups,
and sponsorship of the Citizen
of the Year/Project of the Year
program. All groups are welcome
to join as well as individuals who
are not members of a civic organization. Annual dues are $20 for
an organization and $2 for an
individual.
For more information about
the Community Council or the
Citizen of the Year/Project of
the Year awards, call Eric Eakin
at 440-669-9686 or via email at
ericjeakin@gmail.com. 

History of words
and phrases
by Dave Scullin

,ANDSCAPE¬$ESIGN¬¬)NSTALLATION¬s¬/UTDOOR¬,IVING¬3PACES¬s¬&IREPLACES¬¬0ITS
"RICK¬0AVERS¬¬2ETAINING¬7ALLS¬s¬4URF¬-AINTENANCE¬¬s,ANDSCAPE¬,IGHTING
Serving Westlake and surrounding
communities for over 20 years.
AWARD-WINNING DESIGN & MAINTENANCE

440.237.6486

www.agrestalandscaping.com
Our solution will win you over.
Our service will win your trust.
More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

Getting up on the wrong
side of the bed: Centuries-old
superstition; if your left foot hit
the floor first, it’s bad luck and
you could be grumpy all day.
~
Room and board: A term from
the Middle Ages. The dining
table was a board perched on
the renters’ knees when food
was served. Board came to
mean the meal itself.
~
Ask something point blank:
The term comes from 16thcentury France. In French
archery, the center of the
target is white (white in French
is blanc), you tried to hit the
“Point Blanc.” It has evolved
to mean asking a question
directly and to the point.
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Cuyahoga County Public Library bay village branch

Bay Village Branch
Library programs

Library2You: New outreach service added at
the Bay Village Branch Library

by Joyce Sandy

by Joyce Sandy

W

e’ve been enjoying a beautiful
Indian Summer
lately, but we all know that
the cold weather and the
busy holidays are not too
far away. All of that adds
up to the perfect time to
visit the library. Stop in to
find a book or movie for
yourself or your family,
from holiday classics to
that one you’ve heard so
much about.
Check out the Toy
Library selections to try
out toys for children before
– or instead of – purchasing
them. Keep the Toy Library
in mind, too, as the winter
progresses and cabin fever
sets in. Different and new
toys can provide a needed
diversion at any time! Not
familiar with how it works
and what toys are available? Ask any staff member
and we’ll show you that it’s
as easy as having a library
card!
Join us for these programs, and keep in mind

that storytimes are ongoing until Dec. 3 so come
and enjoy a special time
with your little ones.

ADULT
DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, Nov. 16
(7 p.m.) ELIOT NESS

– Rebecca McFarland,

internationally recognized
expert, will share the Eliot
Ness you won’t see in the
movies. In this case, the
truth is more fascinating
than fiction.

CHILDREN’S
DEPARTMENT:

Monday, Nov. 8 (7
p.m.) READING WITH

THE STARS – For families with children ages 2-7.
Get up close and personal
with Rick Burns of Burns
Auto Service. Listen as he
shares his job, a book and
a craft.

Please register for the
programs by calling 8716392, or going online to
cuyahogalibrary.org.We’re
looking forward to seeing
you!

T

his past September, the
Cuyahoga County Public
Library debuted a new
outreach service for home bound
individuals. Called Library2You,
this free service for residents of
Cuyahoga County mails library
materials to residents who are
unable to visit the library due to a
permanent or temporary impairment or disability.
Customers only need to fill
out an application, provide proof
of Cuyahoga County residency,
and have a library card. Once eligibility is confirmed, the service
begins.

To order materials, the customer calls the branch. Library
staff will request materials which
will arrive at the customer’s home
via the U.S. Postal Service. Return-

ing the items is just as easy. Just use
the mail pouch the items arrived
in, flip the address card, and place
it in or near the mailbox.
The same stipulations apply
to these items as to all library
materials: 50 items on one card
and a three-week loan period. The
library is pleased to make its materials available to everyone, and
we’re glad to do our part to expand
the world for all customers. This
service is one more way that at the
Cuyahoga County Library, browsing is just the beginning.
Interested customers may call
the Bay Village Branch library at
871-6392 for more information
and to request an application. 

Make My Day craft program Dec. 13
by Sue Grame

S

tudents in grades
five and up: Ever
feel like you’d like
to do something for a
special elderly someone, but just didn’t know
what you could do?

The Bay Village Branch
Library wants to help
you make a difference
this holiday season.
Stop in and make a gift
for an older neighbor, a
grandparent or family
friend to brighten their
holiday season.

Free craft materials
will be available on Tuesday, Dec. 13, from 3:30-5
p.m., along with suggestions for projects. The
library is located at 502
Cahoon Rd. Registration
is requested; please call
440-871-6392 or register

online at cuyahogalibrary.
org. Make someone’s day
special! 

The Village Foundation names trustees
by Eileen Vernon

T

he Village Foundation announced recent changes in the Board of Trustees.
Trustee Al Paulus (Ernst & Young) was elected to serve as Vice President.
Mr. Paulus is replacing Charles Kennedy who has taken over as Chair of
the Development Committee. In other actions, Steven Lee, attorney in private
practice; Ellie Bricmont, nonprofit consultant; and Laura Keck, CPA, Cohen &
Company, were elected to the Board of Trustees as treasurer. Ms. Keck is replacing
Thomas Bechtel; who served for six years.
Named to the new position of Honorary Advisor were Clinton Keener (Education); Richard Mayer (Environment) and Thomas Bechtel (Finance).
The Village Foundation was founded in 1995 by T. Richard Martin. It is a
non-profit organization that supports the quality of life in Bay Village. The Village Foundation provides recognition for exemplary citizens, scholarships for
outstanding Bay Village high school students, and grants to Bay Village 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit organizations. For more information, go to thevillagefdn.org. 
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“How beautiful a
day can be when
kindness touches it!”
– George Elliston

 1REX\LQIHHZLWKDIIRUGDEOH
month-to-month rent.
 0HDOVKRXVHNHHSLQJDQGVFKHGXOHG
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQLQFOXGHG

$1,000
Move-In
Package

 8QLTXHDFWLYLWLHVOLNHFKHIOHGFRRNLQJFODVVHV
(QMR\RXUWKHDWHUZLWKPRYLHQLJKWVEHDXW\
barber salon, and more.

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake ...........440-250-9733

Big interview coming up?
Is your resume flawless?
Planning a child’s birthday party?
Looking for a new family pet?
Do you have this year’s
school supplies yet?

Check With Nicole
can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com
or call 440.212.9588

440-249-6065
GardensAtWestlake.com

27569 Detroit Road | Westlake, OH 44145
A SPECTRUM RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

GW Observer 11 1 16 29 11

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Rep. Nan Baker announces
re-election bid
by Shannon Boston
State Representative Nan Baker
announced her candidacy for representative of the 16th Ohio House District during
the 130th General Assembly.
As a small business owner and chairwoman of the House Economic and Small
Business Development Committee, Rep.
Baker understands that creating an environment to retain, create and bring jobs to
Ohio is a number-one priority. In addition
to supporting a budget that filled an $8
billion budget hole without raising taxes,
she also supported measures to reduce the
regulatory burden on businesses, make
Ohio’s job-creation efforts more effective
with the establishment of JobsOhio, and
offer incentives to businesses that have
received out-of-state offers in an effort
to keep them in Ohio. Keeping American
Greetings in Ohio and locating in Westlake
is an example of that effort.
She also is a primary sponsor of House
Bill 18, which encourages businesses that
are expanding their payroll and need more
space to locate into a vacant facility. The
mass exodus of large and small corporations from Ohio has left behind abandoned
and vacant buildings dotting urban, suburban and rural landscapes. New and
expanding companies could revitalize
these buildings. By occupying locations
where businesses have left, companies will
be entering economies full of citizens that
need jobs and are ready to work.
Areas with high percentages of vacant
or abandoned properties are also areas that

Readers’Opinions

When did owning a pet become
so expensive?

have high unemployment rates. Companies expanding into these areas can revitalize the communities and make the local
economy enticing for more businesses to
enter as well. Expanding into previously
abandoned buildings also raises the property value and, therefore, local governments
receive a higher return on property taxes.
“I feel very blessed to have the opportunity to serve our community in the Statehouse and help turn around a state that has
given me so much through the years,” Rep.
Baker said. “Ohio will certainly face many
obstacles ahead, but I am confident that
with the right leadership, we can turn this
economy around and compete on a national and international scale. Our brightest
days lie ahead and I will continue to do my
part to put our community back to work.”
Rep. Baker has been a business owner
for more than 30 years and is former president of the West Shore Chamber of Commerce. She serves on the House Workforce
Development Study Committee, which
traveled throughout the state to discuss
various issues about how to make Ohio
a national leader in developing a welltrained and educated workforce. In addition to serving as chairwoman of the House
Economic and Small Business Development Committee, she also serves on the
Education, Local Government, and Ways
and Means committees. Rep. Baker also
serves on the Clean Ohio Council, which
encourages revitalization of abandoned
commercial properties and cleanup of
contaminated brownfields. 

When we were kids, our mom
would take us down to the Animal
Protective League and we would pick
out a dog. It came with shots, records
and if I remember correctly, we were
out the door for about $25 (no, I am
not that old). If the dog needed a husband or wife, we would go back down
to the Animal Protective League and
pick out another dog. It was very
simple and very affordable.
Today, I can’t seem to get out of
the vet’s office under $350. It doesn’t
matter what the dog needs or how I
preface the conversation by saying
“please don’t do any expensive procedures without speaking with me
first,” the bill is always $350. They
will administer ten different things
that add up to $350 instead of one
procedure. It’s a good trick. It used
to be $250 and I thought that was a
lot. All I asked for is a heads up on the
costs prior to receiving the bill so that
I could digest it a bit.
It seems that today veterinarians
are billing us for a lot more. Our pets
have become more like investments
than companions. It bothers me a
bit because I use to think that people
became vets because they loved animals. Now, I realize that the profession has become big business!
Today, veterinarian clinics have
deluxe facilities, hotels and spas.
I wondered why there were so
many new charges on my bill and

Gift
Cards

then I figured it out. I watched the
animal spas and daycare locations
popping up and guess whose paying
for them? The people paying the $350
bills, that’s who!
Who knew that having a pet
would become such a luxury. You
can’t include them on your healthcare. I am thinking if the costs continue to increase, it should be an
option. Maybe Obama can include
pet care as part of his healthcare
plan. After all, our pets are getting
MRI’s and chemotherapy, regular
check-up visits and medication that
costs more than people medication.
Why not?
People are spending thousands
and thousands of dollars on their
pets. When did this happen? When
did the veterinarians get so good at
guilting us into paying ridiculous
amounts of money? Most don’t even
tell you what something is going to
cost before they administer it. They
just look at you like “you want to do
everything you can for your pet, don’t
you?” Then they hand you a bill that
looks like a car payment. When does
it stop?
I know there are good, affordable
veterinarians in the area and I don’t
mean to generalize. That is not fair.
The next time you take your pet to
see the veterinarian, take a good look
around. Then check out your bill.
– Colleen Harding, Bay Village

Holiday
Catering

The

Now serving
breakfast all day
Check out our daily specials
Dover Commons Plaza
660 Dover Center Rd.

440-835-9011

Expert care.
It’s at the core of managing
your diabetes.

M-F 7am-8pm; Sat. 8am-8pm
Breakfast 8am-2pm Sundays
www.thebaydiner.com
Follow us on

Lakewood Hospital is the only hospital on Cleveland’s West Side that
offers a variety of diabetes specialists, treatment and management
options all in one convenient location. At the Lakewood Hospital Diabetes
and Endocrine Center, patients have access to a full spectrum of care

2VBMJUZ1BJOUJOH5IBUT"MM8F%P

provided by endocrinologists, dietitians, diabetes educators and
SRGLDWULVWV<RX·OOIHHOFRQÀGHQWNQRZLQJ\RXKDYHH[SHUWDWWHQWLRQ
and support to help maintain a healthy lifestyle.

The westside’s housepainter
for over 35 years!
Interior • Exterior

Call 216.529.5300.
lakewoodhospital.org/diabetes

FineWine
& Tobacco

NOW A STATE
LIQUOR AGENCY!
Huge selection of beer,
wines & cigars
Open 7 days a week

Join us for our
Wine Tastings
Sat, Dec 3, 6-9pm
Over 30 Champagnes
and Dessert Wines

Sat, Dec 17, 6-9pm
Over 30 different Wines
$30 includes appetizers

ASK ABOUT OUR
PRIVATE WINE TASTINGS
for your group or business

216-529-0360

www.neubertpainting.com

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

26179 Detroit Rd. in Jefferson Square
-ON 4HURS   s &RI 3AT   s 3UN  
www.finewinewestlake.com

440-892-7096
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Wreath auction to
benefit Friends of
Porter Library

The Friends of Porter Library is holding a silent auction fundraiser to collect
money for Friends-sponsored library
programs and projects. Scores of decorated wreaths and miniature trees are
on display through Dec. 7 in the library’s

gallery hallway, and will be sold by silent
auction.
The bidding period lasts until Dec. 7
at 7:30 p.m. Winning bidders will be notified that evening and may pick up their
items between Dec. 8-10 at Portables Gift

13

Shop.
Stop by the library and view the wide
assortment of these beautifully decorated Christmas items. Then bid high and
bid often to support the many programs
funded by the Friends. 

Bay Village Green team

Bay Village Green Team promotes sustainability within the city
by Brenda O’Reilly

M

ost would agree that Bay Village
is a lovely suburb with much
to offer, but there is a growing
interest in becoming more sustainable
to preserve the natural beauty for future
generations.
The Green Team was established in
2007, and has been partnering with city
officials and employees to make Bay Village a “greener” community. The Green
Team is a group of volunteers from a variety of backgrounds joined together with
a common goal – to make Bay Village a
more sustainable city.
So, what is sustainability? The most
popular definition is a process or system
that “meets our present day needs without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their needs.”
A sustainable process is one
that can go on indefinitely – it reuses
resources (so it does not eventually run
out) and it does not cause harm to the
environment by compromising precious
resources such as air, water, vegetation
and wildlife.
The Green Team meets monthly to
plan upcoming activities. Many times
there is a guest speaker to educate members on various topics, such as stormwater management or green buildings. The

Green Team is looking for more members
walking, public transportation, and
with an interest in promoting sustainable
more fuel efficient/hybrid cars)
practices within the city.
• Stormwater management (strategies
One of the
to reduce runoff into
original Green
the streams and lake,
Team members,
including rain barThe Green
Amy Coursen,
rels, rain gardens,
Team’s Mission
shares what draws
pervious surfaces
Statement:
her to the Green
and reduced use of
Team: “Green Team
chemicals in yards)
To improve the
meetings are a
•
Waste manquality of life by
great place to meet
agement (increased
people full of envirecycling and comdecreasing our
ronmental knowlposting with an end
city’s environmental
edge and interest.
goal of zero waste)
footprint. Our
I go to learn what
•
Local, organic
actions the City is
food (The Green Team
vision is for Bay
taking and what I
manages the ComVillage to become a
can do as part of
munity Garden at the
model sustainable
the community.
corner of Forestview
Exciting seminars
and Wolf roads)
community for
and volunteer
The Green Team
current and future
opportunities run
believes that comyear round.”
munity education
residents.
The Green
and awareness is key
Team supports
to increasing sustainactivities around:
able practices within
• Greener building practices (increased the city. The Green Team holds periodic
energy efficiency of housing stock educational programs that are open to
coupled with use of alternative energy the public. Upcoming seminars include
sources such as solar and wind)
a Rain Barrel Workshop, a Rain Garden
• Greener transportation (less depen- Seminar and a Compost Seminar. (See
dence on fossil fuels through biking, Upcoming Green Team Sponsored Events

on this page). These educational events
help residents learn how to make their
homes “greener” – this can make a big
impact on our environmental footprint
in years to come.
Green Team membership is FREE
and open to the public. To join, come
to a Green Team Meeting on the second
Tuesday of each month from 6:30-8
p.m. at the Bay Community House (303
Cahoon Road). To learn more, visit www.
bayvillagegreenteam.com or email bayvillagegreenteam@gmail.com. 

LAMP BROKEN?
Don’t toss it, I’ll fix it!
All type of lamps repaired:

Floor, wall, table, landscape lights

Reasonable rates
Pick up & delivery

RAY’S LAMP REPAIR
440-871-4389

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.

Professional Pet Care Services
²8FUBLFUIF
Personal In-Home XPSSZPVUPG
Pet Care
CFJOHBXBZ³
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to
your pets’ special needs:

så2EASONABLEå0RICESå&ORå!LLå3ERVICES
så-EALS å7ALKS å-EDICATION
så0LUSåPERSONALåPLAYåTIMEåANDåANYåOTHERåå
åååSPECIALåREQUESTS
så!LLåINåTHEåSURROUNDINGSåOFåYOURåHOME
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com

A proud member of the Bay Village community

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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Thousands pack
Crocker Park for annual
Christmas tree lighting

Maintain a
Healthy Lifestyle
While Helping
Others

A

festive crowd anticipating the annual lighting of
the 50-foot Christmas tree jammed the streets at
Crocker Park Nov. 19. Music, fireworks and the
arrival of Santa kicked off the holiday shopping season.

T

here is a great
need for cheerful, reliable
volunteers to transport
Rehabilitation Residents
of the Lutheran Home
at Concord Reserve to
and from their suites
via wheelchair for their
therapy appointments,
Monday
through Friday.
It’s a great way to help
others while getting some
exercise in beautiful
surroundings—
no matter what the
weather!
If you can help, or for more
information, please contact
Greg Wiechert at 440-8710090, ext. 2120
or email at
gwiechert@concordreserve.org.

Bright lights and fireworks fascinated young Nathan
Votaw, left, with parents Marie and Steve; and
Abram Urbanija, with parents Heather and Matt.

Stilt-walkers Marta Duncan and Brian Gardner tower above
the crowd at Crocker Park on Nov. 19.

Serving Westlake and NE Ohio since 1932
2116 Dover Center Road, Westlake

FREE...Your Choice!

Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate
to Giant Eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Kids, Teens
& Emergencies
Welcome!

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588

%FUSPJU3E 8FTUMBLFt www.drdavecares.com
More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com
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BAYarts Holiday Shop: A breath of fresh (park) air
by Nancy Heaton

B

AYarts’ annual Holiday Shop, a multi-room wonderland in the Huntington House of BAYarts
campus, is always a pleasant diversion from the
hustle-bustle of the malls during the busy holiday season.
Besides the obvious – free parking, a warm welcoming
staff and free gift wrap – the walls and cases are brimming
with original artwork: paintings, photography, pottery,
jewelry, fabric purses, hats, sweets, scents and soaps.
Next door at the Fuller House, Mojo’s Coffee Shop
has extended holiday hours and offers specialty seasonal
drinks and pastries. Relax and enjoy the artwork of Stanka
Kordic in the Sullivan Family Gallery – a great place to
meet friends and family, and a calming reprieve from the
holiday rush.
BAYarts holiday hours: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-5
p.m., except Thursdays until 8 p.m.; and Sunday, noon-5
p.m. Mojo’s Coffee is open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-3
p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; and Sunday, noon-4 p.m.
through December. BAYarts is located in Huntington
Reservation in Cleveland Metroparks. Visit bayarts.net
or call 440-871-6543. 

Ceramic ornaments by Jen Lee

Hand-crafted ceramic mugs

3 Sisters earrings

Handmade by you! BAYarts offers
holiday workshops

Bob Moyer’s Santas a holiday tradition

by Julie Cikra

ward-winning watercolorist and BAYarts instructor Bob Moyer has a special
talent for re-creating the classic Coca-Cola Santas created by Haddon Sundblom in 1931. He shares this special gift with his students in a workshop on
Dec. 3 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (bring a lunch or grab some goodies at Mojo’s). For teens
and adults; cost is $45 for BAYarts members, $55 for non-members.
Bob makes it look so easy, and he makes it such fun! Space is limited! To register,
call 440-871-6543 or visit bayarts.net. 

by Erin Stack

L

ove to give that special
someone something TRULY
unique and handmade by
you? Think you have no artistic talent or can’t find the time?
BAYarts won’t let you down.
They are offering several
fabulous holiday workshops that
promise the time, materials and
instruction to create genuine gifts
of the heart: Adults and teens can
come solo or with friends to such
workshops as Holiday Family
Portraits (made in the ceramic
studio), Wine, Cheese and Ornaments: a festive night making
ceramic ornaments, enjoying
wine, cheese and friends; or learning from the master, Bob Moyer, to Create your own holiday gifts at one of
paint watercolor Santas for cards BAYarts workshops.
or gift giving.
Children’s workshops are a great way to entertain the kids while you shop,
then be delighted by what they create: from ornaments to holiday decor. Girl
Scouts can earn special badges and there’s even an all-day workshop so you
browse the Holiday Shop or meet friends at Mojo’s at BAYarts while certified elves
will engage the kids and have a pizza party.
For info on these workshops and all BAYarts holiday events, call 440-871-6543
or visit bayarts.net. 

Stay awhile…
warm your spirit
with a festive holiday
beverage at
Mojo’s at BAYarts
in the Fuller House

Ho Ho

Hot Cocoa,
Gingerbread Latte,
Peppermint Bark Mocha,
Eggnog Latte,
Maple White Mocha
Seasonal & Holiday
Free
Pastries
WI-FI

Extended
HOLIDAY HOURS
8 – 3 Mon – Fri
8 – 4 Saturday
12 – 4 Sunday

!

at BAYarts
Have your
Breakfast or Lunch
meeting at Mojos
Groups up to 25
mojos@bayarts.net
to schedule

A

Bob Moyer will teach the art of drawing and painting a Coca-Cola-style
Santa at BAYarts on Dec. 3.
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Mojo’s at BAYarts 28795 Lake Rd Huntington Reservation Bay Village

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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GETonuCASH
TODAY!
s!
B

Check out what we’ve bought from your neighbors!
DIAMONDS

GOLD JEWELRY
Unwanted Charm
Bracelet with Broken
Clasp

STERLING
SILVER
Tea Service

Round Diamond,
2.1 Carats, D
Color,VVS2

LUXURY
WATCHES
Rolex Paul
Newman Dial

$500 BONUS CASH

Up to

when you sell your gold!
GET YOUR BONUS CASH!

WHEN YOU CASH IN $100 OR MORE WORTH OF ITEMS

83

Gold coins or bullion excluded.Valid with this coupon only at any 650-GOLD location. Limit
one coupon per customer per day. Coupon must be presented prior to transaction.
Expires December 31, 2011

%8 8

',-4380)
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CASH IN $100–$399, GET $25 BONUS CASH
CASH IN $400–$999, GET $50 BONUS CASH
CASH IN $1,000–$4,999 GET $100 BONUS CASH
CASH IN $5,000 OR MORE, GET $500 BONUS CASH

1%6'´7

PARMA New Location!

AVON

AVON CITY CENTRE
35925 Detroit Rd. 44011
Inside Avalon Jewelers
Next to AT&T and Chipotle
MON-SAT: 10 - 8 SUNDAY: 12 - 6

5793 Pearl Rd. 44129
Inside Avalon Jewelers
At the Intersection of Pearl Rd. and Snow Rd.
MON-SAT: 10 -7

Locally owned and operated. Licensed, bonded and insured.

www.650GOLD.com

The Perfect Holiday Gift for the
Women on Your Shopping List
Largest Selection of

Beads and Customer Service fit for Royalty
T

he perfect holiday gift for the women you love (spouse, girlfriend, mom, sister,
friend, aunt, niece, grandma) is a bead from Avalon Jewelers. Each gorgeous
bead has a very personal heartfelt meaning from you to her. It will be cherished,
celebrated and enjoyed with warm loving thoughts of you forever, instead of a
common gift that will be soon forgotten.
Choose beads with a Holiday theme, or with a design for love, friendship, admiration,
accomplishments, special occasions or anything else you want to say. Or just buy for
the beauty alone, or to make that special outfit a real head-turner! Service Fit For
Royalty: we are well-known for our warm, friendly, helpful, and very patient service.
You can take all the time you want. Touch and try on as many beads as you would
like. Leave with the perfect beads for your shopping list and yourself.

The Highly Anticipated
2011 Winter Collection

Chamilia’s exclusive
Swarovski Collection

This week only, you will receive a FREE $30.00 Value Surprise Mystery Gift with
any purchase. Hurry in for the best selection and sale prices on our exclusive
beads available ONLY at our Avalon Jewelers stores and ONLY this week!

Plenty of Comfortable Seating | Gift Certificates | All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Guaranteed Lowest Prices on all Beads
AVON
35925 Detroit Road
Avon, OH 44011
440-937-3300

MENTOR
6986 Heisley Road
Mentor, OH 44060
440-255-5525

www.AvalonJewelersCleveland.com

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com

PARMA
5793 Pearl Road
Parma, OH 44129
440-888-7360

