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The Citizen-Powered Community Newspaper.

by Victor Rutkoski

The Westlake Kiwanis and Westlake 
School District kept the Olympic 

flame alive with their Second Annual 
Westlake Special Olympics on July 8. 
Despite the heat, there were smiles 
aplenty as the Olympians received 
their medals. Event organizer and 
Westlake Kiwanian Russ Milan said 
this year’s event went 
off with only a minor 
hitch. He said there 
were 68 participants 
this year, an increase 
of two over last year. 
Mr. Milan said with 
more coordination 
and advertisement he 
hopes to grow the event 

to 150 participants or more next year.
The event began with a parade 

around the Westlake High School 
track with participants following 
behind the Special Olympic Torch. 
The Rocky River Adult Center Choir 
sang the Nation Anthem to begin 
the games. There was competition 
in  the 400-meter run, softball throw, 
standing long jump, 25-meter walk, 

50-meter dash, 25-meter wheelchair 
run and the 25-meter assisted walk.

The Olympic games were staffed 
by volunteers from the Westlake 
Kiwanis, Westlake School District, 
Westlake Key Club and Westlake 
Aktion Club.

The smiles weren’t just on the 
participants’ faces but also the volun-
teers’ and spectators’ faces, too. 

Westlake keeps Olympic flame alive

by Karen Derby

Nothing is more important to a child’s educa-
tion than learning to read – it is the skill that 
allows the study of every other subject for 

years to come.
And while there are many ways to attract a 

child’s interest, the topic of animals is a sure winner. 
The Wild Summer Reading Camp, a partnership 
between the Lake Erie Nature and Science Center 
and the Bay Village and Westlake City Schools, 
enlists animals to help youngsters who have strug-
gled learning to read.

“You can read a book about a python,” said 
Barb Marsh, the district literacy specialist with the 
Bay Village Schools who designed and coordinates 
the program. “But when the python is there for you 
to see and touch, it literally brings reading to life.”

Wild Summer Reading 
Camp exploits fascination 
with animals to motivate 
young readers

by Carole Ochs

The Westshore Enforcement Bureau (WEB) was granted funding 
last summer by the State of Ohio to provide alcohol and other 
drug prevention services to middle and high school students in 

six Westshore school districts. Over the past year, a variety of events 
have been hosted by WEB for the Westshore Young Leaders, the pro-
gram established by the grant.

On June 29, several members of the Westshore Young Leaders 
Network played volleyball at the Lakewood Park sand courts and 
enjoyed a picnic supper. Jeff Capretto, Westshore Enforcement Bureau’s 
Special Agent in Charge, and myself hosted this event for teens in the 

community.
Jim Joyner, a licensed 

independent chemical 
dependency counselor 
and director of Joyner 
and Associates facilitated 
a discussion regarding 
alcohol and other drug 
myths and facts. 

A twenty-question 
quiz was completed by 
the teens prior to the 
group discussion. Teens 
reported that they were 
surprised by some of 
the answers and learned 
valuable information 
through the interactive 
group discussion.

Summertime fun, food 
and facts for teens

Jim Joyner talks to teens in the 
Westshore Young Leaders Network 
about alcohol and other drugs at 
the WEB picnic on June 29.  » See WEB, page 8

Westlake Kiwanis president Rick Grane carries the Olympic flame, leading the 
athletes around the WHS track at the start of the Westlake Special Olympics July 8.

 » See WILD, page 16

Hundreds of athletes converged on the Bay Village lakefront July 24 for the yearly 
Huntington Triathlon/Duathlon. Men and women of all ages crashed into the calm morning 
waters of Lake Erie to kick off the quarter-mile first leg of the triathlon, followed by a 12-
mile bike and 5K run through the streets of Bay Village. NCN Racing’s 12th annual event 
also featured a duathlon, with an equally challenging 5K run/12-mile bike/5K run.

Swim, cycle, run
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Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d 
love to hear from you! Here are some guidelines 
to keep in mind when writing for the Observer:

Anyone who lives, works or has a vested •	
interest in Westlake or Bay Village is 
encouraged to contribute.
Aim for 300-500 words. •	
Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure •	
accuracy.
Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy •	
others’ work and remember to credit your 
sources.
Be respectful of others.•	
Write for the community. Your stories will be •	
read by people throughout Westlake and Bay 
Village (and beyond) so keep the audience in 
mind when choosing topics.
Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through •	

editors who review stories for spelling 
and grammar. We try to keep the news as 
“unfiltered” as possible, but may edit length 
and content if necessary.
Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal •	
or business relationship with the subject of 
your story, let your readers know.
Don’t write stories solely to promote your •	
business–that’s what ads are for.

Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every 
step along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to 
us for advice or help with topics, content or the 
submission process. 
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at 
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories 
& photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum 
of 2 megabytes in size. If you have questions, 
contact us at staff@wbvobserver.com. 
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HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.
Professional Pet Care Services

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

Now serving 
breafast all day 

Check out our daily specials 
Dover Commons Plaza
660 Dover Center Rd.

(next to Kiddie Kollege)

440-835-9011
M-F 7am-8pm; Sat. 8am-8pm
Breakfast 8am-2pm Sundays

Proud to serve the citizens of Bay!
Follow us on216-529-0360

www.neubertpainting.com 
12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior
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Disney Cruise Line® sails from New York in 2012!

Board the Disney Magic® in the Big Apple, May through September 2012.

8-Night Bahamian 
Cruises to: 

Nassau 
Disney’s Castaway Cay 
Port Canaveral, Florida 

(the gateway to 
Walt Disney World® Resort)

5-Night Canada/ 
New England Coast 

Cruises to: 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Saint John, New 
Brunswick

Or take a weekend 
getaway that departs 
from New York City 

and goes out to sea for 
two blissful nights and 

a fun-filled day!

Encompass the World Travel
27540 Detroit Rd. Westlake
440-835-8800

- or -

Terry Pluto visits Bay Library
There was a large turnout 
at the Bay Village Branch 
Library to see Terry Pluto, 
award-winning sports 
columnist for The Plain 
Dealer. Pluto is the author 
of 23 books, including “The 
Curse of Rocky Colavito” 
and “Browns Town 1964.” 
In his latest, “Things I’ve 
Learned From Watching 
the Browns,” he explores 
the intense and often 
complicated relationship 
between the Cleveland 
Browns and long-suffering 
but loyal Browns fans.

Sun looked and felt larger than usual at steamy library event

Bill Murmann (left), president of the Cuyahoga Astronomical Association, 
brought a filtered telescope for viewing sunspots to Bay Library’s Fun in the 
Sun Party on July 20. Taking a peek at the hot, midday sun is eight-year-old 
Madeline Boyer of Westlake, as her parents, Maria and Jim, look on.
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Tickets may be purchased on-line at www.stjohnmedicalcenter.net 
or contact Angel at 440-827-5005 ($150 per person; $200 per person 
includes program listing). For sponsorship information, please 
contact Michelle Debelak at 440-827-5005.

TICKET SALES:

C o - C h a i r s  –  P a t r i c k  G a r m o n e  &  K a t h y  B a c h a

Quicken Loans Arena
1 Center Court 

Downtown Cleveland

   Help raise funds for our Women’s

      and Children’s Services and

    Community Outreach Programs. 

Join T e d  A l l e n 

         T o p  C h e f!     and friends as we crown the 

                2011

Admit it – you’ve watched Bravo’s Top Chef and wished that you, too, 

could judge a contest of culinary skill and creativity as brave chefs meet 

head on in battle. The opportunity is here! 

On Saturday night, September 10, the 2011 St. John Medical Center 

Top Chef competition will test the versatility and inventiveness of 

four top chefs from some of Cleveland’s finest restaurants. 

Who will “pack their knives” and who will be crowned this year’s 

Top Chef? Be a part of Cleveland history... this is sure to be the 

season’s hottest ticket.

 •  Tickets are limited  •  Dress is casual  •  Parking is free  •

food network’s

Te d  A l l e nph
ot

o 
by

 J
as

on
 F

rie
dm

an

Luxe
Detroit Shoreway

Washington Place Bistro
Little Italy

Bar Cento
Ohio City

Johnny’s
Downtown

 WHO 
WILL  REIGN 

SUPREME?

 WHO 
WILL  REIGN 

SUPREME?

  TO DO   READY 
BATTLE!  TO DO   READY 
BATTLE!

Chef 
Michael Nowak

Chef 
Rob Records

Chef 
Sarah Sherapita

Chef 
Jonathan Guest

TOP CHEF
S T.  J O H N  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R

2011HELD AT

Saturday, September 10, 2011

6:30 p.m. Doors Open

7:00 p.m. Competition Begins

w w w . s t j o h n m e d i c a l c e n t e r . n e t
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WPPL’s upcoming programs
WESTLAKE pORTER pUBLIc LIBRARY

by Elaine Willis

Thursday, July 28 (3-4 p.m.) Strategy gameS 
Club – think, plan, outwit and enjoy – 
learn to play new and classic games of strategy with 
your friends! Grades 4-7. Registration begins one week 
before each session.

Thursday, July 28 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) Sandra 
Simon SpeakS about pSyChiC reading – 
Learn how psychics receive information. How do they 
prepare? Doors open at 6:30; Presentation begins at 7:00. 
Please register.

Friday, July 29 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) wppl battle 
of the bandS – Come to the library and rock out 
to the West Side’s best teen bands as they compete for 
the title! 

Friday, July 29 (10:30-11 a.m.) let’S Sing and 
danCe! – Join us for a fun session of singing and danc-
ing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. No registra-
tion required.

Friday, July 29 (2-4 p.m.) movieS @ your 
library: “marS needS momS” (pg) – Cool 
off with fun summer movies at the library! Titles may 
change depending upon release dates. All ages welcome; 
room limited to 58. Registration begins one week before 
each movie.

Tuesday, August 2 (2-3:30 p.m.) little houSe 
on the prairie – Step back in time to the world of 
Laura Ingalls Wilder. We’ll play old-fashioned games, 
make crafts and enjoy homemade ice cream! For ages 
7-12. Please register starting July 26.

Tuesday, August 2 (2-4 p.m.) teen movie: 
“Soul Surfer” – Teen surfer Bethany Hamilton 
loses her arm in a shark attack and courageously over-
comes all odds to become a champion again, through 
her sheer determination and unwavering faith. Based on 
a true story. Starring Anna Sophia Robb. This film is rated 
PG. For grades 6-12. Please register starting July 26.

Wednesday, August 3 (10:30-11 a.m.) let’S 
Sing and danCe! – Join us for a fun session of sing-
ing and dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. 
No registration required.

Wednesday, August 3 (2-4 p.m.) minute-to-
win-it – Bring your friends and join our “A Minute to 
Win It” program where you’ll have 60 seconds to com-
plete various tasks – just like on the game show! Have 
some fun, and maybe win a prize, too! For ages 10-18. 
Please register starting July 27.

Friday, August 5 (2-3:30 p.m.) movieS @ your 
library – Who rules, Greg or Rodrick? Find out in this 
fun ‘Wimpy Kid’ sequel. Please register starting July 29.

Wednesday, August 10 (10:30-11 a.m.) let’S 
Sing and danCe! – Join us for a fun session of sing-
ing and dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. 
No registration required.

Friday, August 12 (2-2:45 p.m.) SpeCial needS 
Storytime – Take a break from the heat and sun. This 
storytime is designed with easy, short books, rhymes, 
songs and fingerplays to appeal to children with special 
needs. Grades K-5. Registration begins August 5.

To register for any of the programs, please call 440-871-
2600 or visit http://signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

by Elaine Willis

Westlake Porter Public Library is adding 
something new to its summer offerings 
this year: its first annual Science Week, 

which will take place August 8-13. Sponsored by 
the Friends of Porter Public Library, Science Week 
is intended to emphasize the importance of science 
and technology in today’s economy while encourag-
ing people of all ages to expand their knowledge of 
scientific concepts and ideas. Programs planned 
cover some of the S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) objectives included in the 
Westlake City Schools’ curriculum.

Programs being offered during Science Week 
include:

Tuesday, August 9 (Grades K-2: 2-3 p.m.; 
Grades 3-5: 3-4 p.m.) SpeCtroSCopy: SCi-
enCe of light and matter – Why does 
blue look blue? Why do some things glow in the 
dark? Join “Roy G. Biv” to learn the answers to these 
questions and more about light and matter. Part of 
the Science Week programming presented by the 
Friends of the Library.  Please register.

Tuesday, August 9 (7 p.m.) tueSday eve-
ning book diSCuSSion – The August selec-
tion is “Remarkable Creatures” by Tracy Chevalier.

Wednesday, August 10 (2-4 p.m.) Solar 
Cooking – Build your own solar oven and learn 
how it works while your treats bake! Part of the Sci-
ence Week programming presented by the Friends 
of the Library. For ages 9 and up. Please register 
starting August 1.

Wednesday, August 10 (3-4:30 p.m.) Solar 
aStronomy: Seeing the Sun – Telescopes, 
specially filtered for safety, will be set up allowing 
us to view sunspots (if any are present) and promi-
nences: the amazing fountains of solar material 
stretching into space. Weather permitting.

Wednesday, August 10 (7-8 p.m.) SCienCe 
or fiCtion? – Join Hugo and Nebula Award-
winning Science Fiction author Geoffrey Landis to 
learn more about the science of space flight. Part of 
the Science Week programming presented by the 
Friends of the Library.

Thursday, August 11 (10 a.m.-3 p.m.) 
experiment Station – Drop in to try out a 
variety of exciting, hands-on science experiments. 
All supplies provided. For all ages. Part of the Sci-
ence Week programming presented by the Friends 
of the Library.

Thursday, August 11 (7 p.m.) non-fiCtion 
book diSCuSSion – The August selection is 
“Air: A Story of Science, Faith, Revolution, and the 
Birth of America” by Steven Johnson.

Friday, August 12 (10 a.m.-3 p.m.) take it 
apart! – How do things work? Drop in and take 
a common household object apart to see how it 
works...then see if you can put it back together! Ages 
9 and up. Part of the Science Week programming 
presented by the Friends of the Library.

Friday, August 12 (7-9 p.m.) meet the 
wright brotherS – Wilbur and Orville 
Wright, as portrayed by Tom Bensen and Roger 
Storm, will tell the story of the brothers and their 
history-changing invention. Family program. Part 
of the Science Week programming presented by the 
Friends of the Library.

Saturday, August 13 (2-3 p.m.) briCk 
builderS Club – Love those LEGO bricks? 
Then bring your ideas and imagination to the club! 
All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registration begins 
August 6.

Porter Library 
introduces Science 
Week, Aug. 9-13

Get ready to rock at Westlake Porter Public Library!

If you like rock music and local bands, head to Westlake 
Porter Public Library on Friday, July 29, starting at 11 
a.m. for the WPPL Battle of the Bands. Six local acts 

will vie for a grand prize of eight hours of recording time at 
Playroom Studios in North Ridgeville plus the opportunity 
to sell one of their recorded songs on iTunes.

Scheduled to compete are: Dempsey Hall, Krych 
Sisters, Lumpia, The Sludge, Texting While Driving and 
The Triptyx, all of which consist of local musicians ages 
12 to 18. The free concert will take place outside, and 

blankets or lawn chairs are recommended for seating. 
The event will move inside in the case of rain. No tickets 
or reservations are necessary.

The WPPL Battle of the Bands is co-sponsored by 
the Guitar Center of North Olmsted, which will provide 
a $100 gift certificate to the runner-up, and Undercover 
Tent Rentals.

For more information, please check the 
library’s website at www.westlakelibrary.org or 
call 440-871-2600. 

by Eric Eakin

Tickets are now available for the Bay Men’s Club fund-
raising event, a “Lu-Wow,” set for Saturday, August 27, 
at the Bay Lodge.

The event will feature a catered BBQ ribs and chicken 
dinner, beer and wine, live music under the stars by an 
acoustic band, a silent auction of many interesting items, a 
reverse raffle, a corn-hole tournament, a prize for the loud-
est shirt, and much more.

Tickets are only $50 per person, and all ticketholders are 
automatically entered into a drawing to win $1,000.

“This is a new event to benefit the club’s schol-
arship fund, which awards scholarships to worthy 
high school seniors,” BMC President Eric Eakin said, 
“and we are working hard to make it a fun night to 
remember.”

Call 440-669-9686 or email info@baymensclub.org for 
tickets or more information. 

Bay Men’s club to hold 
‘Lu-Wow’ on Aug. 27

by courtney Dixon, fourth-grader at  
Westerly Elementary School

This summer, Bay residents have so 
much stuff to do outside in the sun! 
Some of them are going to the beach, 

playing outside, and hanging out at the skate 
park. Everyone should be outside this nice 
summer.

A new activity is the community garden 
on Wolf Road. A lot of things are going on 
with Boy Scouts, too, like the garlic mustard 
pull and the beach clean up. A lot of people 
are going to the pool and the park and riding 
their bikes, skateboards or scooters.

Some people are just in their back yard 
or on vacation. Some might be writing in this 
very newspaper. A lot of events like baseball, 
volleyball, soccer, tennis, skateboarding les-
sons, and summer academy are going on, 
too. So many other things are going on, too. 
I hope you read my articles often. 

Bay has fun in 
the sun
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by Joyce Sandy

The Bay Village Branch 
Library is the perfect place 
to go to beat the heat! Come 

to browse the collection, attend 
a book discussion or program, or 
work on the computer. We’ll help 
you find what you’re looking for and 
give you suggestions about what to 
read next. Just a reminder to the 
school-age children: now is the time 
to finish – or get started on – your 
school summer reading assign-
ments. There’s still time to find or 
request the books you need.

adult department:

Wednesday, July 27 (7 p.m.) 
faith, Culture, and 
language:the ethniC 
pariSheS of the dioCeSe 
of Cleveland – Join us as Rev-
erend Thomas W. Tifft discusses the 
founding of ethnic parishes within 
the immigrant experience of Cleve-
land. For the immigrant, these par-
ishes played an important role in 
the Americanization process. 

Wednesday, August 17 (7 
p.m.) jim tully: rediSCov-
ering a loSt ohio writer 
– Let Paul Bauer and Mark Dawid-
ziak introduce you to the subject 
of their just-published biography, 
“Jim Tully: American Writer, Irish 
Rover, Hollywood Brawler.” A lit-
erary superstar of the 1920s and 
30s, Tully wrote about the Ameri-
can underclass: hobos, carnival 
workers, con artists and boxers. 
This presentation includes the 
only known footage of Tully, the 
first writer to seriously address the 

Irish-American immigrant experi-
ence.

teen department:

Monday, August 1 - Friday, 
August 5 (1-4 p.m.) SeedS to 
SuCCeSS – For girls ages 12-14. 
This unique program provides girls 
with the opportunity to connect 
with an adult mentor, develop 
financial skills, connect with peers, 
explore colleges, increase self-es-
teem, and learn about risky behav-
ior during the summer. A parent/
guardian must sign a release form 
before Friday, July 29.

Children’S department:

Wednesday, July 27 (4 p.m.) 
papa dieux’S well:  a folk-
tale from haiti – For fami-
lies with children ages 3-8. Lindsey 
Bonilla is back to tell this folktale 
about greed and one of  our greatest 
resources – water – with  help from 
the audience.

Wednesday August 3 - Satur-
day, August 13 (during library 
hours) make it and take it 
away drop-in – Stop in our 
story room during library hours 
and get crafty by making greeting 
cards, puzzles, and origami!

Tuesday, August 2 (11 a.m.) 
pawS-itively pooCh! – For 
ages 7-10. Meet Andrea, a therapy 
dog trainer from Therapy Dogs 
International Inc.. and her dog, 
Bailey. They will share their secrets 
for training dogs.

Please register for these programs 
by calling 871-6392 or going online 
to cuyahogalibrary.org. Stop in and 
visit, too – we’re here to help!

cUYAhOGA cOUNTY pUBLIc LIBRARY  

Upcoming Bay Village 
Branch Library programsby Dwight Clark, Bay Village Councilman-

at-Large

The financial challenges faced by local 
municipalities have been well-doc-
umented and editorialized in recent 

months. As residents of the city of Bay Village, 
and of our West Shore and greater Cleveland 
neighborhoods, we each see the difficulties 
first-hand. 

We are reminded daily of the ongoing chal-
lenges of the financial markets, including high 
unemployment and sluggish residential real 
estate markets, coupled with deficit concerns 
at the federal, state and local levels. As Bay Vil-
lage City leaders, those funding challenges are 
direct, coming clearly into our view over the 
past several years.  

Historically, Bay Village has been very for-
tunate to enjoy a consistent flow of primary 
and recurring revenues, ones funding vital and 
essential municipal services, which make Bay 
Village the great place in which our residents 
live, enjoy and raise their families.

Going into the 2012 calendar year, there 
will be a fundamental shift in the way our City, 
like others, budgets reducing resources. Tradi-
tional revenues, such as the Local Government 
Fund, have been reduced through the recent 
State of Ohio budget process. 

In the year 2013, the Ohio estate tax will be 
eliminated in entirety. These two items alone 
have comprised almost 10% of our City’s rev-
enues in previous years. 

Given the prognosis for a yet-to-be sustain-
able recovery in home prices, municipalities 
cannot budget for higher residential prop-
erty values, and hence corresponding prop-
erty taxes, going forward. Any increase in this 
income stream will likely be muted; it will occur 
only when the County’s property revaluation 
process is complete, and yielding higher home 

valuations. This would provide some potential 
revenue relief beginning in 2013.

Over the past few years, Bay Village City 
Council has been keenly mindful of the eco-
nomic challenges faced by all our residents. 
We’ve worked individually and in tandem to 
provide tangible benefits to everyone, pro-
viding utility savings to households through 
adoption of an electricity aggregation program; 
converting mid-contract our traditional trash 
collection to an automated collection program 
without any cost increases to homeowners and 
commercial businesses; and eliminating in 
entirety the renewal of a long-standing oper-
ating levy. 

In fact, the one and only recent expense 
increase to our taxpayers, approved by Council 
in June 2011, was to raise the quarterly sewer 
charge to Bay residents, which funds normal 
operations of the Crown Filtration Plant. This 
was the first cost raise for this basic service since 
1995.

The City has been very fortunate to draw 
from general reserves to fund city operations 
and municipal services, primarily for the 2010 
and 2011 calendar years. Looking to 2012, we 
will, with a high degree of certainty, no longer 
benefit from the resources of this reserve. Bay 
Village City Council and the Administration will 
be faced with creating a balanced budget, one 
which will require considerable foresight and 
difficult expense decisions. 

We have already made several funding 
cuts to our originally-approved 2011 budget, 
some of which have not and will not be popu-
lar choices for the Bay Village public. As your 
elected leaders, we pledge our best to aligning 
revenue challenges with the expectations neces-
sary to meet the exceptional service, financial, 
safety, infrastructure and community benefits 
for which our residents have traditionally been 
accustomed. 

bay leaders work to manage 
revenue challenges

by Kathy Rigdon

Sign up now to take part in the Youth Challenge 26th Annual 
Race Day on Saturday, August 6. Join hundreds of runners in the 5K or 
1-Mile Fun Run at Hyland Software, 28500 Clemens Road in Westlake. 
(Clemens Road will close at 8:50 a.m.) The event is dedicated to Dave 
Hardman, a past board president of Youth Challenge, whose family 
is still involved with the program today.

Same-day registration begins at 8:00 a.m. The 5K run kicks off at 
9:15 a.m. and the 1-Mile Fun Run/Walk starts at 10 a.m. Awards will 
be handed out to the top three men and women overall and in each 
age group, as well as the challenged division. Achievement ribbons 
will go to all 1-Mile finishers.

Register online today at hermescleveland.com or visit youthchal-
lengesports.com for more details.

All proceeds from the 26th Annual Race Day benefit Youth Chal-
lenge. For 35 years, Youth Challenge has been fulfilling its mission of 
bringing together children with physical disabilities and youth volun-
teers who enrich each other’s lives through one-on-one participation 
in adapted sports and recreational activities.  

What began as a part-time summer program serving 10 children 
with physical disabilities has become a leading provider of adapted 
programs in the Greater Cleveland area. Today, Youth Challenge serves 
more than 150 children and young adults (ages 2-25) with physical 
disabilities through the help of more than 400 trained teen volunteers 
(ages 12-18). The organization provides free programming and trans-
portation to children and young adults from Cuyahoga, Lorain, Lake, 
Geauga, Medina, Summit and Stark counties. 

Run with Youth Challenge!
by Tom Meyrose

“A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way To the Forum” and a Fratello’s 
Restaurant fundraiser are the latest 

events at Huntington Playhouse.
First, the production of “A Funny Thing 

Happened on the Way To the Forum” contin-
ues to delight audiences on the Huntington 
Playhouse stage. It’s the perfect way to enjoy 
a summer’s evening entertainment. Perfor-
mances will run through August 7. Shows 
are on Friday and Saturday evenings at 8:00 
p.m. with one Sunday Matinee on August 7 
at 2:00 p.m.

Based on the outrageous farces of ancient 
Rome, this musical comedy tells the bawdy 
story of a slave named Pseudolus and his hilar-
ious attempts to win his freedom by helping 
his young master woo the girl next door. As 
promised in the opening number, there will 
be “Comedy Tonight!”

The show is directed and choreographed by 
Gerry Macek. David Coxe is the musical direc-
tor. Reservations are strongly recommended by 
calling the box office at 440-871-8333.

Fratello’s Restaurant, located at 32085 
Electric Blvd. in Avon Lake is helping the the-
atre raise funds with a dine-in event.  Every 
Tuesday in the months of July and August, the 
restaurant will donate 10% of all dine-in meals 
purchased to Huntington Playhouse. This is 

the third year they have offered this fundraiser 
and it is always well supported. It’s a great way 
to directly support the theatre and enjoy great 
food, good service, and excellent wine selec-
tions at a restaurant that is less than 10 minutes 
from the theatre. Don’t miss out!

Huntington Playhouse is located at 28601 
Lake Rd. in Bay Village and is a licensed affiliate 
of the Cleveland Metroparks.  For more infor-
mation, check the website: www.huntington-
playhouse.com. 

Bay Village residents Erin Stevens and John 
Hnat perform at Huntington Playhouse.

huntington Playhouse news
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       Jim Sgro’s

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

by Joanna Galysh

Have you ever seen a beautifully 
colored bird dining on a feast 
of berries? Then you are likely 

looking at a Cedar Waxwing, a type of 
bird typically found in wooded areas 
and near farms, orchards and suburban 
homes where berry trees and bushes are 
plentiful. They have a large head with 
a short neck and bill and are adorned 
with a variety of colors. Cedar Waxwings 
have brown heads that fade to gray on 
their wingtips, yellow bellies, a black 
face mask outlined in white and their 
namesake waxy red tips on the end of 
their wings.

“At this time of year, Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center receives many 
calls asking about these birds because 
it is their peak nesting season,” said 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Coordinator Amy 
LeMonds. “Cedar Waxwings are unique 
because they are very social birds that 
tend to flock and dine together. Wher-
ever one Cedar Waxwing can be found, 
there are bound to be more.”

A distinctive part of the Cedar Wax-

wing’s diet is their 
love for berries 
and their ability 
to eat them whole, 
including seeds. 
Cedar Waxwings 
are one of the few 
birds in North 
America that eat 
fruit and can even 
live on fruit alone for a few months at 
a time. Sometimes they accidentally 
eat berries that have begun to ferment, 
causing them to become intoxicated 
and in some cases even die from alcohol 
poisoning.

According to LeMonds, Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center has fielded calls 
about large groups of these birds falling 
over on the ground or out of the sky, 
drunk from eating fermented berries. 
There have even been recent instances 
of this behavior in the national news.

Despite their fancy for fruit, berries 
are not the only component of the Cedar 
Waxwing’s diet. They also fly over water 
looking for insects to catch. Baby Cedar 
Waxwings in particular need to eat bugs 

to maintain proper calcium levels.
“Sometimes people feed baby Cedar 

Waxwings berries thinking that they are 
helping their development, when in fact 
they are hindering it,” LeMonds said. 
“Cedar Waxwing babies cannot receive 
enough calcium from eating berries 
alone and as a result can suffer bone 
deformation.”

Not only do they have unique feed-
ing habits, but Cedar Waxwings also 
perform unusual mating rituals. During 
courtship, males and females will hop 
toward each other, alternating back and 
forth and occasionally touching bills. 
Males will typically pass a small item 
such as a berry, insect or flower petal to 
the female who will hop away and then 
return the item to the male. This strange 

dance is repeated a few times until the 
female eats the gift.

When nest building, the male and 
female both search for a good location, 
but it is ultimately the female’s decision 
to choose a nesting spot. Females also 
do almost all of the nest construction, 
which can take up to 5-6 days and may 
require up to 2,500 individual trips to the 
nest. Their nests are constructed of twigs, 
grass, cattails, string, horsehair and even 
remnants of other birds’ nests.

Cedar Waxwing populations are 
increasing throughout their range and 
they are not currently a species of con-
cern. If you have any questions about 
Cedar Waxwings or other wildlife, please 
contact Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center at 440-871-2900. 

Calling all Observers: 
Be on the lookout for 
cedar Waxwings!

LAKE ERIE ScIENcE & NATURE cENTER

Lakewood 

To reach any of our facilities, call 

O’Neill Management 
Locally owned and managed 
by the John O’Neill Family, 

serving seniors in the 
West Shore area since 1962. 

Bay Village 

North Ridgeville 

North Olmsted 

Dr. Wolf will present helpful tips on how to make small changes to promote health and 
wellness.  He will address Diabetes, Hypertension, High Cholesterol, and Obesity. 

605 Bradley Road, Bay Village (440) 871-3474 

Light refreshments will be served. 

A Cedar Waxwing perches on a branch next 
to his favorite meal! 

A Cedar Waxwing reaches in to pluck a berry 
from the branch. Photos by Tim Jasinski.
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Women may have different symptoms of a heart attack than men, and a 
disturbing study in the respected journal Circulation: Cardiovascular Quality 
and Outcomes found that nearly half of women surveyed said they would 
not call 911 if they were having heart attack symptoms because they may 
confuse those symptoms with another health issue. Women who develop 
one or more of the following symptoms while at rest or unexpectedly should 
seek medical attention immediately. “Women need to understand that they, 
too, are vulnerable for heart disease and delaying treatment can be fatal,” 
says Jennifer Andrey, MSN, CNP, Director, Cardiac Program Development 
at Fairview, Lakewood and Lutheran Hospitals.

Common symptoms of heart attack in women include:
Cold sweat
Shortness of breath
Weakness
Unusual fatigue
Nausea
Dizziness
Pain or pressure in the back or chest
Pain or discomfort in either or both arms  
(The pain may be intermittent.)
Burning sensation in the chest or upper abdomen
Irregular heartbeat

Know these symptoms, and make sure your girlfriends and female relatives 
know them too. Fast treatment can make all the difference when a heart 
attack strikes.

“The good news is that cardiac disease can be prevented in many cases 
and is very treatable in most. If it’s been awhile since your last cardiac 
check-up, you should schedule a screening through Fairview, Lakewood or 
Lutheran Hospitals’ Women’s Preventive Cardiology Clinic,” adds Andrey. 
Teams of cardiac nurses will help you understand the risks of heart disease 
and how to minimize these risks. Additionally, for just $35, you will be 
provided various cardiac screenings to evaluate your risk. These include:

Complete lipid profile and blood sugar
Blood pressure and heart rate
EKG
Body Mass Index
Stress assessment
Educational emphasis on awareness in preventing heart disease  
in women
Thorough history and physical by a cardiac nurse practitioner
Referrals to appropriate providers to maintain a healthy lifestyle
Smoking cessation programs 

At the end of your visit, you will receive a personalized cardiac health plan 
and a referral to any appropriate providers you may need.

Understanding 
Osteoarthritis
“You are not as young as you used to be,” you tell yourself after 
another round of golf. The pain and stiffness in your joints has 
slowly gotten worse, and you wonder how long you will be able  
to continue to keep up with your golf partners. 

If the pain goes away in a few days, you may have osteoarthritis 
– the gradual wearing away of the cartilage in your joints. 
Osteoarthritis is the most common form of arthritis, and it 
usually affects your weightbearing joints: your hips, knees, 
ankles and feet. In addition to pain and stiffness, the symptoms 
include tenderness, loss of flexibility and a grating sensation 
when you use the joint. 

“Today, there are more ways than ever 
before to help people suffering from 
osteoarthritis resume an active, pain-free 
lifestyle.” says 
Michael C. Kolczun II, 
M.D., an orthopaedic 
surgeon who practices 
at Lakewood Hospital 
and Cleveland Clinic 
Lorain Family Health 
and Surgery Center. 

“First and foremost,” says Dr. 
Kolczun, “see your family doctor 
if you have swelling or stiffness 
in your joints, particularly if it lasts for two weeks or more. Your 
doctor may recommend medications, physical therapy and/or 
exercise programs to relieve your pain. For those with mild-to-
moderate pain, over-the-counter medication can relieve pain 
and/or reduce inflammation. Your doctor also may recommend 
prescription medications, which may include anti-inflammatories, 
painkillers or cortisone shots.” 

In addition, you may want to ask for a referral to a physical 
therapist to create an individual exercise program to strengthen 
the muscles around your joints, increase your range of motion and 
reduce pain. 

“Try to avoid stressing your joints,” says Dr. Kolczun. “Find new 
ways or tools to help you. An occupational therapist can help 
develop solutions for everyday tasks.” 

However, if your joint is severely damaged by arthritis or injury, 
and conservative treatments have not allowed you to return to 
your normal activities of daily living without pain, you may want 
to be referred to an orthopaedic surgeon. 

Should you need a joint replacement, there are many options 
available today. The most common joint replacements are for 
the hip and knee, but 
technology now allows 
implants to replace 
your – shoulder, elbow, 
finger or ankle joints. 
Other procedures, such 
as realigning bones or 
fusing them, are also 
options. Your surgeon 
will help determine the 
right option for you, 
based on the level of 
damage to your joint.

“Today, there are more 
ways than ever before 
to help people suffering 
from osteoarthritis 
resume an active,  
pain-free lifestyle,”  
Dr. Kolczun says.

To schedule an 
appointment with  
Dr. Kolczun, please  
call 216.312.5330.

What increases the chance of a  
multiple pregnancy?
The chance that a woman will have fraternal 
multiples is higher if a woman is older, taller, 
and heavier. In addition, twins are more likely 
if a woman is herself a twin, or if having twins 
runs in the maternal side of the family. “The use 
of fertility drugs increases a woman’s chance of 
having a multiple birth. Infertility procedures such 
as in vitro fertilization (IVF), gamete intrafallopian 
transfer (GIFT), and zygote intrafallopian transfer 
(ZIFT) increase the chance of a multiple 
pregnancy,” says Cleveland Clinic OB/GYN Amy 
Merlino, M.D., who delivers at Fairview Hospital. 
These procedures often involve the transfer of 

more than one fertilized egg into the mother’s 
womb to increase the odds of pregnancy. 

What can a woman do to stay healthy 
during a multiple pregnancy?
Eating nutritious foods, getting enough rest, and 
visiting the doctor regularly are important steps 
for any pregnant woman to take toward a healthy 
pregnancy, but these steps are particularly 
important during multiple pregnancies.

“Women who are expecting multiple births have 
additional dietary needs to meet. Getting enough 
protein and enough hydration are important, as is 
getting extra calories for the developing fetuses,” 
says Dr. Merlino. One rule of thumb is to eat an 
extra 300 calories a day per baby that is expected.

Women expecting multiples should find healthcare 
professionals who have experience with multiple 
births. Maternal-fetal medicine doctors specialize in 
the care of women whose pregnancy is considered 
“high risk,” such as those having twins, triplets or 
more. The need for frequent, intensive prenatal care 
is very important in a multiple pregnancy. 

To schedule an appointment with high-risk 
pregnancy specialist Amy Merlino, M.D. 
at Cleveland Clinic Elyria Family Health & 
Surgery Center, please call 440.366.9444. 

Focus on 
Healthy Living

Michael C. Kolczun II, M.D.

Expecting Twins or Triplets

For more  
information, call:

Fairview Hospital    
216.476.7932    

Lakewood Hospital    
216.529.8500  

Lutheran Hospital    
216.363.5757

Free parking is 
available at all 
locations. Services 
are provided Monday 
through Friday 
(excluding holidays) 
from 7:30 AM to 
5:00 PM

Did you know? 

According to the 

American Heart 

Association, heart 

disease is the 

number one killer 

of women in the 

United States. 

One out of three 

women will die 

from heart disease 

each year.

Women and Heart Disease:
#1 Cause of Death in America

Same-day appointments available.
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FINAL SUMMER CLEARANCE
IS NOW ON!

TENT 
SALE

Thurs, Fri, Sat – Aug 4, 5 & 6

by Barb harrell

Community members of all ages are sharing their 
gifts and talents to insure the success of The 
Village Food Project (VFP). Recently, Barbara 

Woodburn and Nancy Glinka stopped by the VFP kitch-
en with a few of their first- and fourth-grade students 
to donate two hand mixers. The students purchased 
the mixers with money raised from the First-Fourth Key 
Chain Company. The company annually raises money 
by selling homemade key chains.   

“We sell the key chains for $1.00. They are about 
five inches long and have different patterns and themes. 
This year we sold about 1,500,” Westerly student Kolby 
Johnston shared.

Up to 60 full meals, complete with side dishes and 
desserts are prepared weekly in the VFP kitchen. Since 
the Project cooks a wide variety of meals, many types 
of equipment are required.  

“The mixers have been on our wish list since the 
beginning. They will be put to good use right away,” 
kitchen coordinator Robin Hawkins said. “We are so 
grateful.”

Without the generous donation of kitchen equip-
ment, the Project would not be able to produce delicious 
meals in such an efficient way. The Vita-Mix Corpora-
tion also graciously donated two Vita-Mix machines 

during the Village Food 
Project launch.  

“We have one dessert 
favorite that can only be 
prepared in a Vita-Mix”, 
co-founder and kitchen 
coordinator Michelle Slat-
ton stated. “The Vita-Mixes 
allow us to prepare multiple 
servings in a short amount 
of time. Plus the kids love 
using them.”

In addition to the First-
Fourth Key Chain Co. and 
Vita-Mix Corp., VFP has 
received kitchen equipment 
from estate sales and indi-
vidual donors. 

The Village Food Proj-
ect is a non-profit, operated 
by volunteers, dependent 
completely on donations for 
operation. For a complete 
list of generous donor part-
ners, please visit The Village Food website at www.vil-
lagefoodproject.com/Village-Food-Project-Partners.

The Village Food Project also invites you to “like” 

their new Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/vil-
lagefoodproject. You may also contact them by email: 
info@villagefoodproject.com, phone: 440-348-9401 or 
by mail: P.O. Box 40023, Bay Village, Ohio, 44140. 

Donations made to assist the Village Food Project

VFP volunteers (front row) Barb Harrell, Summer Reid, Danny Perrine, 
Robin Hawkins; (middle row) Kolby Johnston, Taylor Brand, Cameron 
Shank; (back row) Ellie Faile and Sam Colleran.

Now you can test your knowledge by entering 
a quiz contest! If you are a teenager 18 or younger, 
please take a few minutes to answer the following 
20 questions. One entry per person will be accept-
ed. Submit  your answers along with your name to 
webyln.1@gmail.com for a chance to win an official 
Westshore Young Leaders T-shirt along with a gift 
card to Mitchell’s Homemade Ice Cream. 

WEB will award prizes to the first three teens 
who submit entries with 20 correct answers. Please 
submit your entry by August 5. Winners will be 
notified by email at which time mailing address 
and permission to publish winners’ names will 
be requested. Prizes will be mailed the week of 
August 8.

For those not entering the contest, keep your 
quiz on hand to score your answers at home. The 
correct answers will be published in the August 
9 issue of the Observer. Although parents may 
not participate in the contest, talking with your 
kids about the 20-question quiz is an opportunity 
to start, or hopefully continue, the conversation 
about alcohol and other drugs with your kids. 

Education and awareness is an ongoing pro-
cess and conversations with parents about teen use 
of alcohol and other drugs make a difference! 

WEB continued from front page  
   

WESTSHORE ENFORCEMENT BUREAU 
ALCOHOL/DRUG QUIZ FOR TEENS

Teens aged 13-18 can email their answers 
to webyln.1@gmail.com for a chance to 
win a T-shirt and gift certificate to Mitch-
ell’s Ice Cream. One entry per person.

1. Of the drugs listed below, which one is 
the most harmful overall?

a. Heroin  b. Cocaine  c. Alcohol  
d. Methamphetamine  e. Marijuana

2. By what age range is the human brain 
fully developed?

a. 15-18 years  b. 18-21  c. 21-25  d. 25-29  
e. 29-33

3. The vast majority of alcoholics and 
other drug addicted individuals began 
using alcohol or other drugs after age 19.

a. True  b. False

4. Marijuana has over ___ different iden-
tifiable chemicals in it.

a. 100  b. 200  c. 300  d. 400

5. Which of the drugs listed below is the 
No. 1 “date rape drug”?

a. Alcohol  b. Rohypnol  c. Cocaine  
d. OxyContin  e. Codeine

6. If one drinks too much alcohol, 3-4 cups 
of black coffee will sober them up within 
30 minutes of drinking the last cup.

a. True  b. False

7. To ensure the safety of the developing 
fetus, a pregnant female should consume 
no more than 1.5 alcoholic drinks every 
two hours.

a. True  b. False

8. Studies indicate that ___ percent of 
inmates currently incarcerated in Ohio 
have a history of alcohol or other drug 
abuse and dependency.

a. 15%  b. 25%  c. 50%  d. 80%

9. What percent of people who begin 
smoking at age 21 continue to smoke?

a. 1%  b. 15%  c. 50%  d. 80%

10. Secondhand smoke causes lung 
cancer in adults and greatly increases 
the risk of _____ illnesses in the children 
of smokers.

a. Respiratory  b. Abdominal

11. Most illegal drug users are unem-
ployed.

a. True  b. False

12. How many standard alcoholic drinks 
consumed in one hour could be a lethal 
dose for a 120 lb. female?

a. 18  b. 6  c. 10  d. 21

13. Cocaine is a central nervous system 
depressant.

a. True  b. False

14. Withdrawal symptoms from opiate 
dependency are said to be like severe or 

overt symptoms of the flu.
a. True  b. False

15. A recent study indicated that Ameri-
cans watch an average of ___ hours of TV 
per day.

a. 2.5  b. 7  c. 1.5  d. 5

16. Drugs will cease being a problem in 
America when we are able to stop the flow 
of illegal drugs into this country via the 
Mexican border.

a. True  b. False

17. In 2010, over 776 million doses of opi-
ates were prescribed in Ohio. That equals 
67 doses for every man, woman and child 
in the state.

a. True  b. False

18. In the 2010 “Monitoring the Future” 
national survey, what percent of 12th-
graders admitted to use of illicit drugs in 
the past month?

a. 48.2%  b. 38.3%  c. 23.8%

19. Individuals who are alcoholics or other 
drug addicts lack the willpower and moti-
vation to recover.

a. True  b. False

20. Which of the following has the greatest 
influence regarding kids’ use of alcohol 
and other drugs?

a. Parents  b. Police  c. Teachers  
d. Friends
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Austin and Roxanna Lilly came 
to Dover Township in 1832 from 
Ashfield, Mass.  The Lillys erected a 
house, now known as “The Weston 
House” on Center Ridge Road in 
about 1844 and lived in it until 
1867. 

The house is made with sand-
stone blocks two feet thick, finely 
tooled and dressed in the front and 
less elaborately on the sides and rear. 
The basement is constructed with 
massive rectangular stone blocks. 
Thick hewn timbers support the 
massive roof structure. 

A brick wing was attached to 
the east side in about 1850. After 
1867, the lot and house had several 
owners, including George Weston, 
James Beardsley and August Trudel. 
Eventually, Alice Ladanyi, the great-
granddaughter of George Weston, 
deeded the house to the city of West-
lake for use as a museum. 

Westlake Bicentennial, 1811-2011
   A yearlong  celebration of Westlake’s history

Where’s Dover the Bicentennial Bear?
by Lysa Stanton and Dave Pfister

Hey kids (of all ages), “Dover” 
the wandering Bicentennial Bear 
from the Westlake Historical Society 
has found another interesting and 
historical place! Every month, Dover 
travels to a different location in West-
lake and reports back to us on what 
he finds.

Earlier this month, Dover Bear 
saw a Westlake police cruiser check-
ing on the Clague House Museum 
and was reminded just how hard 
working and dedicated our police 
officers are. Since Dover realized 
he did not know a lot about what 
happens behind the scenes with the 
Westlake police, he decided to stop 
at the station and ask.

Dover met Captain Guy Turner 
and was given the opportunity to 
learn more about what the police 
do and what it means to “protect 
and serve”!

When Dover sat inside a police 
car, he was surprised to learn that 
most have an on-board computer. 
He also saw the controls for the lights 
and siren, as well the communication 
radio and the radar system. Captain 
Turner was proud to say our Police 
Department is well equipped!

Then Dover met the nice and 
helpful members of the dispatch 
department. He noticed several com-
puter screens and a communication 
system that appeared to be very com-
plicated. Captain Turner said this is a 
very important department because 
they help the officers who patrol in 
the police cars.

After meeting all the friendly 

people at the Westlake Police Station, 
Dover went outside to visit Safety 
Town. There he found a small model 
of the Police Station and City Hall, as 
well as lots of other buildings that were 
more his size. Dover learned that Safety 
Town the is place were children go to 
learn about traffic signals and how to 
be safe when crossing city streets.

Dover also learned the three most 
important numbers to remember: 
9-1-1. He learned that if you ever need 
help and it is a true emergency, then 
you can pick up a telephone, dial the 
numbers 9-1-1, and a nice person will 
answer the phone and help you!  

Dover Bear visits the dispatch room during his tour of the Westlake police station.

RIGHT: Dover Bear stops to 
rest on the Safety Town course 
behind the police station.

PeTersOn POOl InfOrMaTIOn
Peterson Pool, located in Clague Park, is the city of 

Westlake’s outdoor public pool. The pool is open to both 
residents and non-residents. The pool is open weekdays 
from 1-8 p.m. Starting August 6, the pool hours will be 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily.

For more information including costs and mem-
bership information, please see our website at www.
wlrec.org.
WesTlake sOCCer CaMP (ages 5-14)

WHS Coach Mike Besu runs this camp designed for 
kids who want to work on their soccer skills during the 
summer.  Full Day and Half Day sessions are available.

August 1-5 (Westlake Recreation Center Fields)
Half Day 9-11:30 a.m.

Full Day 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. (Full-day campers need 
to bring a lunch)
geT fIT

Various fitness classes are offered here at the 
Westlake Recreation Center including, Yoga, Zumba, 
Phenomenal Abdominals, Spinning as well as other 
fitness-oriented classes. For more information and class 
schedules, please visit our website at www.wlrec.org
suMMer Day CaMP (graDes 1-6)

Daily summer camps are available at the Westlake 
Recreation Center.  Kids will be entertained with games, 
swimming, art projects and other fun stuff, including 
a weekly field trip and will need to bring a brown bag 
lunch, towel and swimsuit.  Child care available from 8-9 
a.m. and 4-5 p.m. For more information, please contact 
Rachel O’Malley at 440-617-4418.
aDulT fall sOfTBall leagues

Registration has begun for the fall season of Adult 
Softball. The Westlake Recreation Department offers 

several leagues including; M/W Men, T/TH Coed, 
Thursday Men DH, Sunday Morning Men’s DH and a 
Sunday Night Coed league. Season begins the week of 
August 28. For more information, please contact Jim 
Dispirito at 440-617-4420.
sHuT DOWn

The Westlake Recreation Department will start its 
annual shutdown the weeks of August 8 and August 15. 
The entire building will be closed the week of August 8. 
The fitness center will reopen on Monday, August 15. 
The gym and pool will reopen on Monday, August 22. 
The week of August 8, the main entrance and office will 
be open from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. for business purposes. For 
more information, please call 440-808-5700.

More information regarding all of these programs 
and more can be found at our website at http://www.
wlrec.org or by stopping by the Recreation Center at 28955 
Hilliard Blvd., calling us at 440-808-5700 or by picking 
up our new Rec Gazette. 

Summertime continues 
at the Westlake Rec!

Bicentennial Banners: 
fOUNDING fAmILIES      

The City of Westlake is offering com-
memorative 2.25-by-4.25-inch magnets 
in honor of the Bicentennial this year. 
Magnets cost $2 each, and may be pur-

chased at City Hall, the Rec Center, the 
Community Center, the Clague House 
Museum, or by calling 440-721-1201 or 
visiting westlakeohiohistory.org. 

Bicentennial magnets now available
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Serving Westlake and surrounding 
communities for over 20 years.

AWARD-WINNING DESIGN & MAINTENANCE
440.237.6486 

www.agrestalandscaping.com
Our solution will win you over. 
Our service will win your trust.

Beautify your yard while reducing stormwater run-off
BAY VILLAGE GREEN TEAM

440-871-4389
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS, 

DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES, ETC.
Landscape Lighting Repair
Pick up & Delivery     Reasonable Rates

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

by Brenda O’Reilly

Did you know that many sources of 
water pollution can originate in our 
own backyards? When rainwater falls, 

it hits the hard surfaces all around us such as 
roofs, lawns, sidewalks and driveways, and 
runs into streams or storm sewers that drain 
directly to the lake. This means much of the 
fertilizer and pesticides along with litter, pet 
waste, and non-biodegradable cleaners can 
drain into our streams and lake with each rain 
event. Recent studies indicate that up to 70% 
of all lake and stream pollution comes from 
residential yards.

WHAT CAN yOU DO TO HELP? According 
to Amy Roskilly from the Cuyahoga Soil and 
Water Conservation District, there are actually 
a number of things that you can do to help 
reduce the run off of storm water from your 
property.

PLANT LOCAL, NATIvE PLANTS1. . 
Because native plants are well-adapted 
to our soil and climate, they require mini-
mal maintenance once established. They 
also have deep root systems which help 
retain water and reduce storm water run-
off. Some recommended native plants 
include: Blazing star, cardinal flower, 
common ninebark, Joe-Pye weed, New 
England aster, purple coneflower, red 
maple, scarlet beebalm, wild geranium, 
swamp milkweed, switchgrass, trumpet creeper, 
and winterberry. An added benefit is that these 
native species will attract birds and butterflies to 
your yard.
BUILD A RAIN GARDEN.2.  A rain garden is a beauti-
ful landscaping feature that is dug out to form 
a depression and filled with perennial native 
plants that don’t mind being in water. A properly 
designed rain garden will only retain water for a 
maximum of 48 hours. A rain garden can feature 
a selection of native plants of varying sizes, colors, 
and bloom time to provide for beautiful flowers all 
season. A rain garden can also be enhanced with 
natural stone.
INSTALL A RAIN BARREL.3.  Rain barrels are 
designed to easily hook into your gutter system 
and collect rainwater. The rainwater is then used 
to water flowers and other plants in your yard. Rain 

barrels are a great way of reducing the stormwater 
run-off into the streams and lakes, and providing 
your plants with water that is naturally soft and 
chlorine-free.

Fall is a great time to plant native plants, install a 
rain barrel, or dig out and plant a rain garden. To learn 
more about these topics, please register for the follow-
ing events:

RAIN BARREL WORkSHOP:
Wednesday, August 31, 6-7:30 p.m. The workshop is 

$60 which includes a rain barrel and diverter kit. When 
you leave this workshop, you will have a rain barrel that 
is ready to install at your home.

Rain Garden and Native Plants Seminar:
Wednesday, September 28, 6:30-8 p.m. The work-

shop is free. You will learn the proper techniques for 
building a beautiful rain garden in your yard. You will 
also get some tips on the best native plants to choose 

for your rain garden or yard.
About the Workshops:
Both workshops are presented by Amy Roskilly of 

the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, 
sponsored in partnership with the Bay Village Green 
Team. The workshops are open to the public. Families 
are welcome!

Location: Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.
To register: Please call Amy Roskilly at 216-524-

6580, ext. 22, or email aroskilly@cuyahogaswcd.org.
Both workshops are open to the public. Families 

are welcome! 
For additional upcoming green events, seminars, 

and tours, please visit the Events section at www.bayvil-
lagegreenteam.com.

Helping People Help the Land

Rain Garden in a Neighborhood Setting

Adapted from original illustration 
by Doug Adamson

Location
Rain gardens are often located at the 

end of a roof gutter or drain spout, as a 
buffer between the lawn and the street.

Size
A rain garden is typically 5 to 10 

percent the size of the impervious 
surface that generates runoff.

Soil Amendments
A good soil mix for rain gardens 

65 percent sand, 15 percent 
topsoil, and 25 percent compost.Depth

A typical rain garden is between four 
and eight inches deep. This depth, 

proportionate to surface area, helps assure 
water will infiltrate quickly and not pond.

Plant Choices
Choose native plants based on 

need for light, moisture, and soil. 
Vary plant structure, height, and 

flower color for seasonal appeal and 
butterfly habitat.
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 by Steve Novak

As if Crocker Park didn’t already 
have plenty of dining choices, 
let’s throw in one of Cleveland’s 

most recognizable restaurateurs in chef 
Michael Symon‘s B Spot.

The company culture is run with a 
no-nonsense attitude. There are no reser-
vations, they don’t care who you know, and 
there is absolutely no whining allowed.

Personally, I was very excited at the 
prospect of a Michael Symon restau-
rant coming to Westlake. So when the 
opportunity arose to be at the Friends 
and Family Night before their July 13 
Grand Opening, this long time veteran 
of the restaurant industry and now Food 
Reviewer was honored to be included.

Approaching the restaurant, one 
can’t help but notice that the entire front 
wall opens to the outside. Upon first 
entering, the eye is drawn to the huge 
beer can collection adorning the wall by 
the bar. On the opposing wall is artwork 
ranging from Andy Warhol-styled burg-
ers to a Holy Cow all put together by 
Michael’s wife, Liz, and interior designer 
Scott Richardson.

The full service bar, which anchors 
this industrial styled space, allows you 
to drink what ever you want. The beer 
menu reads like a who’s who of breweries, 
categorized in a way that even a novice 
froth blower knows what to order.

At first glance of 
the menu I thought, 
“it’s bar food with 
an attitude.” Setting 
yourself apart in the 
restaurant industry 
is what makes great 
success. The B Spot’s 
way is by serving 
custom blended 
and naturally raised 
beef from New York’s 
premier meat sup-
plier, Pat La Freda, 
and Michael’s own 
bratwurst recipe, 
made special by 
Cleveland‘s own Blue Ribbon Meats.

When ordering, remember every-
thing comes at once, they don’t serve in 
courses.

My wife and I tried to sample as 
much as we could possibly eat. His 
signature Lola Fries ($4) were uniquely 

seasoned with sea salt and rosemary, and 
the B-Spot Onion Rings ($5) were nicely 
batter-dipped and very crispy. Don’t 
forget to try the myriad sauces on the 
table to accent any dish.

My wife ordered the Symon Says 
($8) – the burger topped with fried bolo-
gna, coleslaw, whip sauce and American 
cheese was a great blend of flavors and 
absolutely delicious. I had to pry it from 
her hands just so I could get a taste.

I opted for Mr. Porky ($6), a bratwurst 
topped with pulled pork, pickled jalap-
enos, and shredded Cheddar cheese. Yes, 
it was just as tasty as it sounds.

We complimented our meal with 
an outstanding Vanilla Bean Apple Pie 
Bacon “Bad**s Shake” ($5). The sweet 
and the salty mixed to make a great 
flavor, and so thick you could eat it with a 
fork, but they supply an enormous straw 
that does the job. Oh, and for an extra $3, 
they’ll drop in a shot of bourbon to make 
it a true adult shake.

I picked out a few other items I’m 
sure to try on my next visit. When I saw 
the Old School fried bologna ($6) with 
pickles, mustard and American cheese, 
it took me back to my Grandma Novak’s 
kitchen when I was a child growing up in 
Lorain. I just can’t wait.

Then there’s the Yo! burger ($9) 
with fried salami, coppa (an Italian 
pork cold cut), hot peppers, provolone 
and Symon’s own shasha hot sauce. I’ve 

heard from many people who count it 
among their  favorites.

I would be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion the Why?? sandwich ($7) – Porta-
bella mushroom, pickled onion, arugula, 
choice of cheese and optional bacon (free 
of charge) – enjoy the laugh, I did.

As we dined, Michael took the time to 
stop and talk to us. We enjoyed a few good 
laughs as we shared pictures of our both 
of our bulldogs; he has two, we have one. 
I told Michael that I actually remember 
the first meal I had when his restaurant 
Lola first opened and was originally in 
Tremont. He laughed and said, “I forgot 
that I had that as a menu item.”

I asked him why he chose Crocker 
Park for his latest venture, and he replied, 

“We had been looking 
for a Westside location 
for some time and the 
opportunity presented 
itself at Crocker Park. 
I have a business rela-
tionship with Bob 
Stark, the developer of 
Eton – the location of 
the first B Spot – and, it 
just so happens, [Stark 
is also the developer] 
of Crocker Park. It was 
just a perfect fit.”

This down-to-
earth chef, who takes 
such pride in being 

from Cleveland and promoting it, added: 
“I wanted to make my food accessible to 
everyone.”

If passion is a sign of success, then 
I believe the sky is the limit for Michael. 
You can see it in him personally and it 
radiates through every level of the people 

he employs.
The B Spot is not just another burger 

joint, it’s chef Michael Symon’s take on an 
American classic.

Steve Novak is a Westlake resident 
and 30-year veteran in the restaurant 
industry, working at all levels from 
dishwasher to manager to chef/owner. 
The Observer makes two anonymous 
visits per restaurant and does not accept 
complimentary meals. 

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

 www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

FREE...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant Eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

Oven, microwave & dishwasher safe

Ceramika

Polish 
    Pottery
               Beautiful Wedding & Anniversary Gifts

Michael symon’s B spot is the spot to eatLOcAL 
DINING

B spot
20 Main st., Westlake

440-471-8270
bspotbugers.com

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m.-10p.m.; 

friday-saturday, 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; 

sunday, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Prices: Bar snacks & sides, $4-$8;

Big salads: $10-$11; Burgers, $6-$11;

Bratwurst, $5-$6; Bologna & Other, $6-$9;

Bad**s shakes, $5-$8

reservations: no

Credit Cards: all Major

Cuisine: american

kids Menu: no

Bar service: full Bar

accessibility: excellent entrance &  
restrooms

grade: 
Ratings: 1 star: Fair; 2 stars: Good; 3 stars: Very 
Good; 4 stars: Excellent

Michael Symon shares pictures of his bulldogs – and a laugh – with Cindy 
Griffiths-Novak and WBV Observer reviewer Steve Novak.

The B Spot at Crocker Park is chef Michael Symon’s newest restaurant.
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Dear Westlake Residents,
For six years now, including this 

year as President, it has been a privilege 
to represent the citizens of Westlake as a 
member of the Westlake Board of Educa-
tion. I have had the honor to work in part-
nership with so many parents, students 
and community members who are dedi-
cated to our mission and vision of Educat-
ing for Excellence. I am also pleased that 
so many of our community members take 
the time out of their busy schedules to 
attend our board meetings.

I am proud to announce that my 
school board petitions have been filed 
with the Board of Elections and that I 
will be on the ballot for re-election to the 
Westlake Board of Education in November 
2011. It is my hope that I can continue to 
work to provide the best education pos-
sible within the financial parameters as 
established by our citizens.

The Westlake City School District 
is blessed with having a community 
that places a high value on an excellent 
education, and having an understand-
ing that an excellent school district is 
a key factor in ensuring that we have a 
strong community where home buyers 
and businesses wish to locate. That is 
why I, my wife, Beth, and my children 
moved here 18 years ago. I look forward 
to doing everything possible to maintain 
the excellence that has become synony-
mous with the Westlake City Schools and 
the City of Westlake.

I encourage everyone to take the time 
to visit, like and share my campaign web-
site, www.ReElectMays.com and Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/ReElectMays, 
with friends and family.

Sincerely,
Thomas C. Mays, President of the
 Westlake Board of Education  

Merchants 
should keep the 
cold air inside 
on hot days

I am pleased to announce my can-
didacy for re-election to the Westlake 
Board of Education and I ask for your 
vote on November 8; a vote that will 
continue our district’s excellence for 
the success of all Westlake students.

Serving the Westlake community 
during my first term on the School 
Board has been a privilege. I thank the 
citizens of Westlake for this opportu-
nity to use my background as an edu-
cator to work collaboratively with my 
board colleagues and the district lead-
ership as we strive to make Westlake 
the premier district in Ohio.

The results of my board leader-
ship as I complete my first term in 
office include: 

 Receipt of our 12th consecu-•	
tive district rating of “Excellent” 
by the state of Ohio putting us 
in the top 4% of districts state-
wide;
Approval of the district’s con-•	
struction project that will 
address facility needs for our 
5th–12th grade students;
 Approval of the International •	
Baccalaureate Primary Years 
Program for grades PK-4;
Improved district bond rating •	
to the top 4% in Ohio;
District receipt of its 18th con-•	
secutive Certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting and 3rd consecutive 
perfect audit;
 Transparent and inclusive •	
facilities study process and 
overall approach to school and 
community issues;
Bond issue timed to ensure •	
historically low bond interest 
rates; and
Continued ranking in the •	

bottom 25% for school prop-
erty taxes in the county.

There is still more to accomplish 
for a district striving to be the best 
while facing continued financial chal-
lenges.  As a Westlake School Board 
member I will continue to:

Protect taxpayer dollars;•	
Balance academic excellence •	
with important cost-saving 
measures;
Advocate for a world-class, •	
well-rounded educational pro-
gram for high student achieve-
ment;
Ensure the construction project •	
is on-time and on budget; and
Deliver transparent, responsive •	
board governance.

Most importantly, I will continue 
to safeguard our community’s invest-
ment in our students and our public 
schools. After all, high quality public 
schools are integral to the strength of 
our community and the success of our 
children. 

The upcoming election is critical 
to the success of Westlake City Schools 
as the district faces challenges that 
require experienced, proven leader-
ship that is focused on solutions. I am 
that candidate and a vote for me on 
November 8 will secure our district’s 
ability to appropriately respond to 
upcoming challenges.

For more information about 
my work as a board member or how 
to become a campaign volunteer, 
visit www.ReElectWinter.com and 
follow me on www.Facebook.com/
ReElectWinter. 

Sincerely,
Carol L. Winter, Vice President, 
Westlake Board of Education

Westlake school board members Mays, Winter 
announce re-election bids

Readers’ Opinions

ONE SENIOR’S OpINION

While the local news media is 
urging us to conserve energy usage 
during this recent extreme heat wave, 
16 Crocker Park merchants contin-
ued their corporate policy of open-
ing their front doors to the street at 
mid-afternoon, on Tuesday, July 19.  
In my opinion, this is an outrageous 
waste of electricity and may be short-
sighted on their part.

By cooling the outdoors, these 
businesses increase the possibility 
of us experiencing rolling black-
outs or even a widespread power 
outage. Recall what it was like to 
be without power for several days 
in the August 2003 heat wave that 
knocked out our electrical power 
grid. We couldn’t pump gasoline 
into our cars, the electronic cash/
credit registers were silenced and 
we were without running water. We 
couldn’t even cool off by taking a 
bath or shower. 

In the long term, corporate poli-
cies that ignore energy conservation 
may result in higher cost of electric-
ity for all of us. Think about it. When 
our utility bills go up, we will have 
less discretionary dollars to spend at 
these establishments. That will hurt 
their bottom line and, in turn, our 
overall economy.            

As Bill O’Reilly would ask: Pin-
head or Patriot? Be a Patriot and ask 
the merchants to keep their cooled 
air inside. If they don’t honor your 
request, just shop elsewhere. The 
power is in your pocket .

– Jayne Broestl, Westlake 

Dwyer Center won’t face cuts
by Dianne Borowski

Good news for Bay seniors! 
There will be no lay-offs 
of Dwyer Center person-

nel. Everyone’s job is safe. Now 
it’s our turn.

What can we do to sup-
port this wonderful facility that 
serves our seniors so well? With 
this tough economy, budget 
cuts are rampant. Let’s give the 
Dwyer Center a helping hand. 
Donations of paper products, 
such as plates, napkins, paper 
towels, Styrofoam cups, coffee, 
sugar, and creamer are always 
welcome and much needed.

The Center provides gently 
used medical equipment such 
as walkers canes, wheelchairs, 
portable commodes and bath/
shower chairs for seniors who 
need them in a hurry, such as 
after surgery. There is no time 
limit on returns and absolutely 

no cost. Because the need is so 
great the Center has to replen-
ish their supply of medical 
equipment. You can help by 
donating equipment no longer 
needed.

The Center can always use 
more volunteers. If you have 
some free time you can call 
and offer to help. Also, let the 
Center know what activities 
interest you. They can then plan 
something you and your friends 
would enjoy doing. 

Their day trips are always 
interesting and fun. The cost is 
reasonable and transportation 
is provided. Come to the free 
movies. Suggestions are always 
welcome and if you would like to 
see a special movie, Shirley will 
do her best to show it.

During these hot summer 
days, come to the air-condi-
tioned Center. Visit with other 
seniors, play cards, read or just 

relax and enjoy being away from 
the heat. Transportation to and 
from the center is always avail-
able.

A Caregivers Support Group 
meets the fourth Friday of every 
month from 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
Share your thoughts and con-
cerns with Kathy Collins, group 
facilitator, and others who have 
similar problems and questions. 
You may attend as little or often 
as you need.

The Center also offers trans-
portation to medical appoint-
ments, physical therapy, grocery 
shopping, the library, cultural 
activities and community activi-
ties. Drivers are courteous, help-
ful and reliable.

We are fortunate to have the 
Dwyer Memorial Senior Center 
in our community. It’s purpose 
is to meet your needs. Let them 
know what’s important to you. 
They’ll try to make it happen. 

by Beverly Thomas

Join the CWRU group at 
the Bay Village Branch Library 
for an interactive experience 
with lively discussion as we 
explore a little known part of 
our history.

Our upcoming session 
is titled “Slavery by Another 
Name,” an age of neo-slavery 
that thrived from the after-
math of the Civil War through 
the dawn of World War II 
through the leasing or sale of 
black convicts to commercial 
interests. Pulitzer Prize winner 
Douglas A. Blackmon brings to 
light this shameful chapter in 
American history in his book 
“Slavery by Another Name: 
The Re-enslavement of Black 
Americans from the Civil War 
to World War II.” 

Our leader/teacher will 
be Jim Van Horn, a perennial 

favorite of these classes.
The eight-week session 

will be held Mondays from 
10-11:30 a.m. beginning 
Sept. 19. Advance registration 
together with payment of the 
course fee of $70 is required, 
and must be received no later 
than Sept. 4. Thereafter walk-
ins may sign up as space allows. 
Class size is limited to 25.

A number of Observer 
readers have joined us in the 
past year for these classes 
and we look forward to meet-
ing more new people and the 
insights they bring. These 
classes are sponsored by Case 
Western Reserve University’s 
Adult Continuing Education 
program.

For more information 
on this class or to register, 
call Marianne at 440-808-
0076 or Beverly at 440-835-
2917. 

Neo-slavery the topic of 
upcoming history class
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by Denise Ayres

Compeer is the program at Far 
West Center that encourages 
hands-on activities, social 

activities, and building friendships 
to promote the wellness goals of 
mental health recovery. Summer-
time is especially fun for members 
and volunteers in the Compeer 
Program. 

July has been jumping! Taking 
good care of our vegetable garden 
at the Bay Village Community 
Garden has resulted in large green 
plants! We broke ground, literally 
with shovels, in our second plot 
donated to Compeer by the Bay Vil-
lage Green Team. Compeer’s “Club 
West Garden Club” meets formally 
on two Monday afternoons per 
month at 3 p.m. Our next meeting 
is scheduled for August 8. If you are 
an adult gardener, please call to join 
us at 440-835-6212, ext. 242, and 
give us a hand!

On Friday, July 29, hopefully 
the fish will be jumping, too! Com-
peer has added a “Fishing Day” 
each month while weather permits. 
Many people enjoy fishing. If you 
are one of them, consider getting 
out your gear and giving Compeer 
a call.

August in Compeer is certainly 
action packed! To start off “Action 

Packed August” is our Compeer 
Monday Coffee Night on August 1 
and the NAMI Hearts and Minds 
Health and Wellness Program at 6 
p.m. on August 2. The NAMI Hearts 
and Minds program is open to all 
mental health service consumers 
in Cuyahoga County. 

As part of our Action Packed 
August, Compeer is scheduled to 
enjoy the beauty of the Westlake 
Recreation Center Park while listen-
ing to one of their free outdoor con-
certs on August 7 at 6:30 p.m. Then, 
on Friday, August 26, Compeer will 
enjoy the beauty of Bradley Woods 
Metro Park for our Annual Compeer 
Summer Picnic. We will enjoy vol-
leyball, tasty burgers, and delicious 
desserts. 

As I stated in the beginning, 
friendship building is an important 
and effective part of the way Com-
peer is helpful to adults along their 
recovery. If you enjoy any of the 
above activities and enjoy social-
izing, please consider volunteering 
for Compeer. I cannot keep track 
of the numerous times that Com-
peer Volunteers have told us how 
beneficial Compeer is to their own 
mental health! 

For Compeer volunteering or 
membership, please call 440-835-
6212, ext. 242, or email compeer@
farwestcenter.com. 

Activity and friendships 
promote wellness

by Kenneth cooper

A delightful little volume of poems and 
meditations, “Mystical Musings” is the 
collaborative effort of two talented 

ladies, Mona Ryser and Deborah Core.
Mona, a painter and writer for many years, 

explains how their book came to be during a 
Sunday morning service at Unity Spiritual 
Center.

“I had quite an experience during prayer 
time,” Mona recalled. “I was praying vehe-
mently for a dear cousin who had been sent 
home from the hospital, essentially with no 
hope for his heart condition. All of a sudden, 
I heard the ‘thump-thump, thump-thump’ of 
a heartbeat sound. It went on for a bit, and I 
felt elated! Leaving the sanctuary that Sunday 
morning, I felt absolutely euphoric – truly like 
walking on air.”

As Mona tells it, she went back to the old 
gathering place where she saw Deborah sit-
ting alone at a table. She joined her there and 
immediately asked if she would be interested 
in putting a book together – with Deborah’s 
meditations and Mona’s poems.

And thus, “Mystical Musings” became a 
reality – a most serendipitous creation, a little 
product of divine inspiration.

Deborah Core has been leading medita-
tions as part of the Unity service for some time 
now. When Mona felt God’s urging that Sunday 
morning, it was only natural that she be drawn 

to Deborah.
Deborah’s meditations have the power to 

take you away from your present space – to 
quiet lakes, to flowering meadows, to a sacred 
path leading to a temple bathed in light, to a 
mystical hallway of rainbow-colored doors, to 
a white marbled staircase, to a silver door.

She writes and delivers her own medita-
tions. Hearing her speak these words is even 
better than reading them on the page. Her soft, 
gentle voice leads you, in fact, to these very 
places. The rich tones of pillowed mellowness 
comfort you along the way. You truly sense that 
hers is the voice of God.

Asked how she creates her meditations, 
Deborah said, “Sometimes they come instan-
taneously, at home, at work. Other times I sit 
in a favorite spot near the window and enter a 
meditative space... and am open to receive it.”

Their little volume of 34 pages alternates 
Deborah’s meditations and Mona’s poems. 
One senses something almost divine speaking 
through each and every page. In Mona’s words: 
“The blessings unfold / Like warm sunshine 
/ Spreading across the / Meadow / And gild-
ing the treetops / With shining crowns./ How 
blessed we are / To be surrounded / By such 
beauty!”

And how blessed we are that these two 
women have put their Mystical Musings on 
paper for us to enjoy.  This little gem of a book 
is now on sale at the bookstore in Unity Hall, 
23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake. 

Poems and meditations blend in a 
divine inspiration

FAITh & SpIRITUALITY

by Susan Iceman

Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Westlake is hosting 
a series of summer concerts on 
the church lawn to provide an 
evening of entertainment for the 
community with a purpose. It is 
good music for a good cause.

On Sunday, July 31, from 5-7 
p.m., CJ Hoty and his band will 
play blues and rock music. Matt 
Mallory will perform an open-
ing set. A donation of disposable 
diapers will be collected to ben-
efit the Providence House Crisis 
Nursery which serves the needs 
of Cuyahoga County children 
from infants through age 10 that 
are in a crisis situation.

The final concert in the 
series will take place on Sunday, 
August 28, from 5-7 p.m. with 
Front Porch, a local band from 
Baldwin-Wallace College that 
performs toe-tapping, crowd-
pleasing Americana mountain 
music. Donations of back-to-
school supplies will be collected 
to benefit local children in need. 
Thanks to Tim Regan, Financial 
Associate, and Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans for their monetary 
support to underwrite the con-
cert expenses.

Hot dogs, chips and bever-
ages will be sold. Proceeds will 
help fund a 2012 youth mission 
trip to New Orleans, La.  

Concerts will be moved 
indoors in the event of rain. The 
church is located at 28455 Center 
Ridge Rd.  

Mark your calendars and 
plan to attend these family 
friendly concerts. Bring a lawn 
chair or a blanket and join us. 

Summer concert series offers 
good music for good cause

CJ Hoty will perform with his 
band on July 31 from 5-7 p.m. 
at Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Westlake.

Stop sending Bay Village 
dogs and cats to kill shelter
The residents of Bay Village are outraged that city officials made 
a decision to eliminate the Animal Control Officer position, close 
the city’s kennel and start sending all stray or unaccompanied 
pets to a kill shelter in another community where close to 40% of 
dogs and close to 80% of cats will be euthanized. 

Bay Village residential pets who are lost or stray will now be 
handled by individuals outside the community and taken to 
shelters where a very high percentage of pets are euthanized 
within days of arrival. 

The animals need your help. Please sign our petition letting Bay 
Village officials know that we want our animals safe. You do not 
need to live in Bay Village to sign. 

They need to remain within the confines of our own city and not 
outsourced to other locations where their lives are in jeopardy.

Sign the petition here:
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/BayVillagePets/

Paid for by residents of Bay Village

ADVERTISEMENT



More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com   

14   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER 26 JULY 11                                                                                                                 

Observed around town

TICKETS ON SALE AUGUST 1st 
  

www.bayarts.net kk440-871-6543 

Katarina Chesterfield, fourth-grader at  
Westerly Elementary School

Are you having a hot, hot summer? Are 
you having trouble cooling off in the 
sun? There are lots of ways to cool off in 

Bay Village! Here are some of my favorite ideas 
to stay cool.

Being hot is not a problem if you’re at 
the Bay Village city pool or at Lake Erie. 
The Bay pool is a fun way to beat the heat 
because there are lots of friends to play with 
and lots of things to do. You can go down 
the slides, go off the diving boards or just 
swim around.

If you are a mom in Bay, you can bring a 
book to read when your kids are having fun 
swimming. You can also have fun swimming in 
Lake Erie. I love Huntington Park! If you didn’t 
come to swim, you can pick up sea glass or 
watch the waves come into shore.

Another way to stay cool is to ride your 
bike to one of the ice cream places. Which ice 
cream parlor is your favorite? I like them all!

Do you like taking walks in the summer? 
Sometimes does it get really hot when you’re 
walking? It’s no problem if you live close to 
a forest. You can take a walk by the Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center. When you take a walk 

in the woods, you can take binoculars or a bird 
book with you. Make sure to wear bug spray! 
And don’t forget to visit the Science Center and 
its animals when you’re done.

Are you a bowling fan? If you are, then the 
Bay Lanes bowling alley is the place for you! It’s 
a great way to stay cool! I especially like when 
they turn on the disco lights!

How can you take a walk and only get your 
feet wet? A creek walk! There are lots of creeks 
in Bay Village. Choose one of them and go on a 
nice, cool, shaded walk! You may even catch a 
glimpse of some frogs and salamanders!

It’s nice to have lunch in your house, but 
even better outside in the shade! It’s a delicious 
way to cool off! The Cahoon Park gazebo is a 
nice spot for a picnic.

Another great way to cool off is to play with 
water guns and water balloons. Have a big party 
and get each other soaked! 

Do you like to read? If you do, then you 
should go to the Bay library and pick out a good 
book. It will help cool you off if you read in the 
shade. It’s so relaxing to lose yourself in a good 
story!

I hope that you use one of these ideas and 
have fun doing it! Have a great summer in this 
beautiful community!  

How to beat the heat

by Audrey Ray, fourth-grader 
at  Westerly Elementary

Have you ever experi-
enced someone you 
loved dying? I have, and 

it definitely wasn’t a part of my 
summer plans. A couple of weeks 
ago, my dog, BuggZ, died. He was 
a Newfoundland retriever mix 
and was over 13 years old.

My parents got BuggZ when 
they lived in Washington, D.C. 
He was eight weeks old. They 
were at a dog park, and BuggZ 
came to my dad and plopped 
down on his foot. He was a foster 
dog and his foster mom (not a 
dog) said they should keep him. 
That night, he slept in a crate 
and cried the whole time.

My mom and dad lived in 
a rowhouse and their upstairs 
neighbor came down in the 
morning and told them they 
would have to do something 
about BuggZ crying or she 
would tell the landlord. It was 
on that first night that BuggZ 
learned he could get anything 
he wanted by crying and prac-
ticed it his whole life.

Another time, BuggZ was 
being taken for a walk and he 
jumped into the Washington 
Monument Reflecting Pool and 
took his first swim. The Capitol 
Police loved him and told my 
mom that BuggZ was welcome to 
swim there anytime. That was his 
very first swim and he enjoyed 
many more swims there and 
many other places in his life.

Then I was born and BuggZ 

took very good care of me. I liked 
playing with him, going on long 
walks and swimming with him at 
our beach. As we both got older, 
he started to slow down and in 
this last year I spent more time 
just sitting with him and reading 
next to him instead of playing 
and swimming.

Finally, BuggZ stopped 
being interested in food and 
being with my family. Our par-
ents told my sister and brothers 
and me that they were going to 
take BuggZ to the vet that night 
and that he might have to be put 
to sleep. I cried and cried and 
couldn’t stop crying. My dad 
made BuggZ a hamburger and 
we fed it to him. Then we said 
our good-byes and went to a 
family friend’s house and went 
out to dinner and to a park. 

I enjoyed my friends a lot, 
but when we got home, I was so 
sad that BuggZ wasn’t there and 
cried more. I slept with BuggZ’s 
leash and collar all night. But 
now I know BuggZ’s in a better 
place and he is happy.

As painful as this has been 
I have learned something. I 
learned that even if it seems like 
I’m not going to get over some-
thing, in time I will. I know I will 
never forget BuggZ. He was my 
first dog. 

Someday when I’m ready, 
I hope my family gets another 
dog like BuggZ. A dog that likes 
to play, go to the park, take long 
walks and definitely swim in 
Lake Erie with me!  

TALES OF A FOURTh-GRADE SOMEThING

Losing a best friend

BUSINESS & FINANcE

by Michael Perry

Just the other day, I was at a local restau-
rant for a breakfast meeting. Since the 
morning restaurant patrons had not 

yet begun to arrive, I had the opportunity 
to chat a bit with our server. I have been 
to this establishment on many occasions 
and noticed that this particular individual 
seems to be a customer favorite.

She inquired regarding the party 
who was to meet with me and asked if I 
was going to do an interview (I had the 
job seeker’s resume out on the table and 
was making on it some additional notes 
for myself). When I responded that we 
were meeting to do some resume and job 
search coaching, the server said she had 
a unique story about landing the job with 
the restaurant.

During her interview with the restau-
rant owner, the server provided to him a 
sheet of paper containing a list of names 
for about a dozen couples. Upon present-
ing this document to her interviewer, the 
server stated, “By the way, this is a list of 

my best clients from my previous server’s 
job. They are all coming here for dinner 
tomorrow night and expect to have me 
waiting on their tables. These are very 
loyal clients…you would not want to dis-
appoint them, would you?”

Result – she got the position and was 
there to greet her loyal clients the next 
evening.

Now that is a “wow” factor! How 
many of the other candidates for this 
server’s position do you think did any-
thing even close to that? You’re correct 
– NONE.

Whether you are trying to sell your 
house, a car or just about anything else, 
the challenge to the seller is always to 
make what they are selling the best 
choice for the buyer, so that their house, 
car or whatever is “the one” selected.

Job seekers have the same chal-
lenge. They are competing against what 
is normally many hundreds of other can-
didates…all basically “selling” the same 
set of skills, talents and experiences to 
the “buyer” (hiring manager). In this sea 

of talent, how can someone significantly 
differentiate themselves?

The keys to creating a lot of distance 
between you and the other candidates 
are as follows:

•	 Customization	 of	 the	 resume/
interview discussion to each job oppor-
tunity being sought

•	“Key	Achievement”	bullet	points	
on your resume that clearly demonstrate 
how you have applied each of the skills 
being sought by the hiring manager – 

within the context of the duties and 
responsibilities of positions held with 
former employers – to create exceptional, 
“wow me” results

•	 Providing	 specific	 examples	
of exceptional successes to the 
interviewer(s), delivered with a high 
degree of self-confidence, poise and 
professionalism

It’s not easy; if it were, then everyone 
would be considered an “ideal” candi-
date, but it is doable! 

Putting distance between yourself 
and other job candidates

Katarina and her brother, Andrew, enjoy a summer day at Huntington Beach.
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by Nancy Heaton

Pre-schoolers to senior citizens create 
magic at BAYarts: painting, throwing 
pots and working with working with clay, 

fabric, glass, sticks and stones surrounded by 
beautiful gardens and renovated classrooms. 
Mojo’s Coffee kiosk provides a welcome reprieve 
for parents to relax while the kids create, friends 
meet or meetings are held.

The free summer concert series contin-
ues to attract visitors from around north-
east Ohio and gallery shows have attracted 
record numbers to the new Sullivan Family 
Gallery. For information on 
what’s coming up, visit www.
bayarts.net. A schedule of fall 
classes and events is avail-
able on the website.

Office hours: Monday-
Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sunday, noon-5 p.m., through 
August. Fuller House and 
Mojo’s hours: Monday-Satur-
day, 7 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sunday, 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. BAYarts is located 
in Huntington Reservation in 
Bay Village across from Hun-
tington Beach. 

Free summer events and first-
rate education at BAyarts

BAYarts

F R E E  S U M M E R
CONCERT SERIES 

FOR AUGUST

PNC PRESENTS

F O R  C O M P L E T E
C O N C E R T  S E R I E S

V I S I T  
W W W . B A Y A R T S . N E T

28795 LAKE ROAD 
BAY VILLAGE, OH 
440-871-6543  

SUPPORTING SPONSORS:

 

ACOUSTIC 
SATURDAYS
11AM -1PM 
July 30   Art Zimmerman 
Free, casual, acoustic.  
Your favorite artists and a 
lot of surprises. Grab a cup 
a joe at Mojo’s, pull up a 
rocker and start tappiní a 
toe or two. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12ST   
7 – 9PM 
JIM GILL WITH 
JOHN SOEDER AND 
CATHY MILLER
Contemporary folk-rock 
originals mixed with crowd 
pleasing covers!  
www.JimGillMusic.com

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21TH 
7 – 9PM 
KRISTINE JACKSON
not your average 
blues band  
www.kjblues.com

24600 Detroit Rd. #200, Westlake, OH 44145 • www.drkutsko.com

Have you heard about 
FASTBRACES? 
Enjoy straight teeth....
in about a year or less!
Experience the latest, 
newest technology to receive 
faster and quicker results.

Call us at 216-220-3011 
to schedule an appointment today!

Visitors enjoy free music on Fuller House Gazebos

BAyarts hosts 
kendal at 
Oberlin artists

A month-long celebration of the 
work of artists from Kendal at 
Oberlin and around northeast 

Ohio begins with a special reception on 
Sunday, August 7, from 5-7 p.m. Kendal 
representatives collaborated with BAYarts 
gallery director Eileen Stockdale on the 
show which “celebrates the experience of 
successful aging.” Kendal, a retirement 
community located near Oberlin College 
and Conservatory of Music, is known for 
its first rate gallery shows and is home to 
many professional and amateur artists 
who remain active in the arts.

A special “happy hour” event is will 
feature a live remote with WCLV 104.9-
FM on Friday, August 19, from 5-8 p.m. 
Live jazz by BAYarts favorites CB 4 will 
be featured.

The show runs through September 
4 in the Sullivan Family Gallery in the 
Fuller House. Hours are 7 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Monday-Saturday, and 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
on Sundays, through August. For more 
information on Kendal at Oberlin, visit 
www.kao.kendal.org. 

Kendal at Oberlin Artists are 
showcased at BAYarts

BAYarts Pottery Instructor Moira Beale and 
Artist Anna Arnold at a June gallery opening

A young artist creates!
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On June 25, more than 70 
golfers took to the links 
at Stonewater Golf Club 

to participate in the third annual 
HUGS Foundation Golf Outing. 
The outing included 18 holes of 
golf followed by a picnic dinner, 
a Chinese raffle, and various golf 
contests. 

Funds raised will enable 
the HUGS Foundation to assist 
more families in Northeast Ohio 
with chemically dependent ado-
lescents by bridging the “insur-
ance gap” so families can afford 
the staggering costs of addiction 
recovery programs.

The HUGS Foundation 
stands for “HOPE for the future; 
UNDERSTANDING of where 
addicts have been and where 
they want to go; GRATITUDE 
for those who have helped them; 
and SERENITY to enjoy life and 

the person that they are meant 
to be.”

“The number one thing 
HUGS wants to accomplish is to 
help as many families as possible, 
and the golf outing is making it 
possible to do that,” said founder 
Diane Vogt.

Vogt thanked all of the 
event’s supporters, including: the 
HUGS Board, her golf commit-
tee volunteers, the golfers, the 
donors, the sponsors, and special 
guests: Dan Coughlin, honorary 
starter and a longtime sports 
reporter for Fox-8; Bill Martin, 
Fox-8 Anchor; Elisa Amigo, Fox-8 
Reporter; Katie Rossborough, 
Fox-8 Sports Producer; and Tony 
Rizzo, WKNR-AM 850 Sports Talk 
Host.   

For more information about 
how you can help HUGS, visit 
hugs4families.org. 

Quality interior and exterior 
painting for over a decade

www.allurepainting.net
Owner on-site

FREE gutter cleaning  
with any exterior house painting

440.454.2775
26690 DETROIT  RD,  WESTL AKE  •   440-892-8080

$10 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $100 OR 
MORE

$5 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $50 OR 
MORE

One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any other discounts.           OB 

• 10 DIFFERENT MULCHES
• FINELY SCREENED TOPSOIL 

(ALL PURPOSE)
• PREMIUM BLENDED TOPSOIL

(BEDMIX)
• SWEET PEET & ORGANIC COMPOSTS
• STONE & GRAVEL
• BOULDERS ; WALLSTONE ; 

SANDSTONE

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

MULCH  •  TOPSOIL  •   STONE

YOU PICK UP... OR WE DELIVER!

$10 $5
• 10 DIFFERENT MULCHES
• FINELY SCREENED TOPSOIL 
• 10 DIFFERENT MULCHES $10 $5• FINELY SCREENED TOPSOIL 

Y R!

• 10 DIFFERENT MULCHES
• FINELY SCREENED TOPSOIL 
• 10 DIFFERENT MULCHES $10 $5
• 10 DIFFERENT MULCHES
• FINELY SCREENED TOPSOIL $10 $5
• 10 DIFFERENT MULCHES

FROM THE AREAS PREMIER BULK LANDSCAPE MATERIAL SUPERCENTER!

cOMMUNITY EVENTS View more events and post your own on the Observer homepage at www.wbvobserver.com.

Providing concierge, errand, 
vacation, small business and 

personal assistant services with 
integrity and expertise.

 
Reasonable hourly rates and 
custom-tailored packages.

Mention this ad and get 15% off
 

Call 216.570.5652 
or email lisa@lifesavorconcierge.com

Visit us online at 
www.lifesavorconcierge.com

...giving you time to Savor 
the moments of Life

Tony Rizzo, Fritz Vogt, Dianne Vogt and Bill Martin at the 
annual HUGS Foundation Golf Outing June 29.

HUGS Foundation hosts 
successful golf outing The reading program has produced excellent 

results in advancing students to the “proficient” level 
of reading. In addition to reading, the students will 
go on hikes, attend planetarium shows, and attend 
animal shows. By the close of the four-week-long 
camp, each student will have read 40 books, one each 
day with their reading teacher and one each day with 
a volunteer. The children also keep two journals to 
develop writing skills.

“We can document that children who participate 
in the Wild Summer Reading Camp not only retain 
their progress in reading over the summer, but they 
make gains,” said Marsh. “This kind of intervention 
will pay dividends for years to come.”

The Wild Summer Reading Camp uses books 
about snakes, birds (including birds of prey like eagles 
and owls), turtles, fish and wildlife like skunks, foxes 
and lizards to teach reading skills and discuss facts 
about the Center’s animals. Marsh said about 800 non-
fiction science books, all selected to match the Center’s exhibits, were purchased in 2000 with 
dollars from an Ohio Reads grant.

“The children are intrigued with these animals and they want to learn about them,” said 
Marsh. “So they are truly motivated to read these colorful books. They love coming to the program 
each day.”

The program focuses on using reading spe-
cialists and many volunteers to work with the 
children. Currently about 65 volunteers from 
local high schools and senior centers work at 
the camp alongside Bay Village Schools reading 
teachers (and one Rocky River teacher).

“A real benefit of our volunteer effort is that 
we draw high school volunteers from a variety 
of local schools, including Bay, Westlake, Avon 
Lake and Magnificat in Rocky River, who really 
bond with the children,” said Marsh. “Another 
side benefit is that these teenagers make great 
friendships here, share their skills and informa-
tion, and stay in touch afterwards.”

The program has been by invitation only to 
help children who need the extra instruction. 
However, the Bay Village school district is work-
ing with the Center to open the camp, on a tuition 
basis, to the general public next summer. 

Schyler Bennet, a Wild Summer 
Reading volunteer and Bay High 
freshman, works with second-
grader Avery Story on reading 
skills. “I love kids, and they seem to 
love me,” says Schyler.

WILD continued from front page  
   

July 29, 11 a.m.
WPPL Battle of the Bands
See the story on page 13 of this issue.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

July 30, 5-6:30 p.m.
FREE West Shore Community Meal
Tuna noodle casserole complete with tossed salad, 
dinner rolls, dessert & beverages. All ages are 
welcome to this free community meal. Enjoy the 
music of pianist Mario Romano. The church is ac-
cessible to the physically challenged. no carry-out 
meals are available.
Clague Road United Church of Christ, 3650 Clague 
Rd., North Olmsted

July 30, 7 p.m.
Bay Recreation Dept. – Family Fun Night
Attention all Bay Village residents! Bring your en-
tire family for a night of FREE family fun! There will 
be various activities such as face painting, jewelry 
making and games! The real fun begins at dusk 
with a movie shown on a 10x14-foot screen. Bring 
your blankets and come early to find a good spot 
on the lawn! For more information, please contact 
the Bay Village Recreation Dept. at 440-871-6755.
Cahoon Memorial Park

July 31, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Summer Concert in the Park
Gather your friends and enjoy a variety of Motown and 
R&B performed by Power house Band and the dy-

namic duo. Blankets or lawn chairs are recommended.
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd.

August 6, 8 a.m.
Youth Challenge 5K and 1-Mile Fun Run
See the story on page 5 of this issue.
Hyland Software, 28500 Clemens Rd., Westlake

August 6, 7 p.m.
Healing Service
A service of Word and Prayer for healing will 
be held at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. 
This service is open to the community. 
Anyone who would like to request prayers of 
healing for themselves or others is welcome 
to attend.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 28455 Center Ridge 
Rd., Westlake

August 7, 5-7 p.m.
BAYarts Gallery Opening
See the story on page 15 of this issue.
BAYarts Sullivan Family Gallery, 28795 Lake Rd.

August 7, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Summer Concert in the Park
Colin dussault’s Blues Project wraps up the sum-
mer concert series with their award-winning, 
harmonica-driven, blues-based, roots, rock and 
soul music. Blankets or lawn chairs are recom-
mended.
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd.


