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Nationally renowned artist donates 		
talent for Bay bicentennial

Westlake facilities
issue on May ballot
by Kim Bonvissuto

W

estlake expects excellence in every
aspect of community life, but today the
public school buildings are in dire need
of updating. From outside the walls of the schools
may look fine, but within and behind the walls
they are inadequate in terms of safety and space.
The problems are well documented:
• 93% of building systems (electrical, roofs,
windows, HVAC, security, etc.) were assessed
inadequate.
• $66 million is needed just to repair those
deficiencies and bring the schools up to standard
by fixing leaking roofs, decaying walls and windows, antiquated heating and circulation systems
and other structural problems.
• The schools are seriously overcrowded with
students taught in trailers and converted bathrooms, hallways and closets not conducive to a
quality, 21st-century education.
• Access for handicapped and special needs
students fails today’s standards and many are
unable to benefit from adaptive equipment due
to space constraints.
» See WESTLAKE FACILITIES, page ?

Bay Village Historical Society president Carole Roske displays a watercolor print of the Community House.
The Society is selling the limited edition prints to raise money for the bicentennial cupola restoration.

by Tom Roehl

I

n honor of Bay Village’s two hundredth anniversary, the
Bay Village Historical Society is offering prints of the
historic Community House created by noted watercolor artist Thomas William Jones.
Jones, a 1960 graduate of Bay High, donated his artistic talent to commemorate his hometown’s bicentennial
celebration. Jones is well-known throughout the art world,
and has earned high respect for his water color paintings.
He is listed in Who’s Who in American Art and his mastery
in watercolor has earned him acclaim at the highest levels,

including the White House. Jones was officially commissioned by former President and Mrs. Ronald Reagan to
paint their 1985 through 1988 Christmas cards.
295 signed and numbered prints can be purchased
from the society through October 10, 2010, for $85. The
original painting, available for purchase at a West Coast
art gallery, is valued at $22,000.
Originally a barn built by the Cahoon family in 1882, the
painting shows the cupola atop the Community House as it
appeared when the structure was constructed. In the 1930s
the barn was struck by lightning, destroying the cupola.
» See COMMUNITY HOUSE, page 5

Heroes passing by
by Joe Psarto

Source: http://wingsacrossamerica.us

W

e see them every day along the street or at the mall, at
church or at the market – older citizens with unknown
heroic histories. Many of them have stories we should
know and honor, for they served our country in World War II.
But these heroes walk past us and, more often than not, we
don’t even know who they are or what they have done.
And they are leaving us at an alarming rate.
Sitting next to me most Sundays during Mass at Saint
Raphael in Bay Village is my friend, Eleanor Michalowski, a
longtime resident of Bay Village. One morning over a cup of
coffee she told me of her sister, Florence Shutsy-Reynolds,
known as “Shutsy” to her friends, who was one of 1,102 women
to serve as pilots in the United States Army during WWII.
They were the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) and
their duties included ferrying everything from small trainers
and artillery spotters to B-29 super fortresses between military
posts all over the United States, towing targets, instructing
cadets, and many other duties too numerous to list. It was
hazardous work.
» See HEROES, page 2

Florence Shutsy-Reynolds was a member of the
Women Airforce Service Pilots during World War II.

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com									

Huntington Playhouse
begins registration for
children’s theatre
by Tom Meyrose

H

untington Playhouse will be offering their
Youth Theatre Classes beginning June 14, 2010.
There will be two sessions during the summer.
Judith Mazur will be the lead instructor for
both sessions. Ms. Mazur will be available to
answer any questions on June 12, from 3 to 5 p.m.,
at the theatre.
Session 1 is designed for students in grades
1 through 3 and will start June 14 and conclude
June 26. The two-week class will focus on creative
drama and stage craft skills; with the second week
consisting of rehearsal and show preparation for a
non-musical presentation on June 26. Cost for this
session is $125 and sessions will be held from 10
a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Mondays through Fridays.
Session 2 is designed for students in grades
4 to 6 and will start July 12 and conclude July 31.
This three-week class will consist of voice training,
pantomime, improvisation, stagecraft and play
selection. The final week of the class will be spent
in rehearsal for a performance on July 31. Cost for
this session is $175 and sessions will be from 10
a.m. to noon, Mondays through Fridays.
All classes will be held at Huntington Playhouse. Registration forms are available on the
theatre’s web site at www.huntingtonplayhouse.
com. Huntington Playhouse is located at 28601
Lake Road in Bay Village and is a licensed affiliate
of the Cleveland Metroparks. The box office phone
number is 440-871-8333.
Tom Meyrose is the Managing Director of Huntington
Playhouse.
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March is MS Awareness Month
by Mel Maurer

an attorney friend were added to my roster of MS friends
and acquaintances. In addition are hundreds more MS
ultiple Sclerosis (MS) attacks the nerves and friends I’ve met as an MS volunteer.
None of this makes me that unusual regarding this
interrupts the flow of information from the
brain to the body. It’s an unpredictable, often disease. Chances are that you know someone with MS,
disabling disease of the central nervous system, with too. There’s also a chance that you know someone with it
symptoms ranging from pain, numbness and tingling to who doesn’t know they have it as they struggle with various symptoms that may come and go. Someone had to
blindness and paralysis.
Most people are diagnosed with it between the ages point out to George that he seemed to be walking funny
of 20 and 50, with more than twice as many women than before he was even aware that anything was wrong.
men having it. As best we know, it affects over 400,000 in
Whenever I meet someone who learns of my MS
this country and 2.1 million people in the world.
work, they often tell me of someone they know with the
Over the many years I’ve been a volunteer with the disease. Ohio has over 20,000 known cases of MS – one of
Ohio Buckeye Chapter of the National MS Society – helping the highest rates of the disease in the country – which why
to get the word out on this terrible disease and advocating we have this special month: to reach out throughout the
for funds for research from state and federal officials – I’ve state with information and help where needed.
often been asked what led to my involvement with it.
There is no cure for MS. However there are drugs –
My usual answer is that I became involved when developed from the research we constantly seek – that can
my wife, Elaine, was first diagnosed with
slow the progression of the disease.
MS in 1968. Facing it, as a young family
This makes it all the more important
SAVE THE DATE
with four children under the age of six,
that MS be diagnosed as soon as posbecame the biggest challenge of our lives.
sible. The more aware people are of
Elaine had become aware of MS, and the
the symptoms of MS, the better they,
toll it can take on a person and a family,
or their friends will be.
at age 6 when she met her soon-to-be
Information is available
best friend in the first grade in 1944. This
through
the Ohio Buckeye Chapter
Dave & Buster’s,
of the National MS Society at www.
friend’s mother had been crippled for
25735 First Street, Westlake
many years with MS.
MSohiobuckeye.org or by calling
I could also say, in a way, that I
Thursday, March 18, 6-8 p.m. 800-344-4867.
You also may be able to help us
became involved with MS in the first
grade when I met my best friend,
fight
MS – with your prayers, your
10% of the proceeds (excluding
George. He was later diagnosed with
donations and/or your participation
alcohol) will be donated to the
MS at age 62.
in our annual fundraising events:
Ohio Buckeye Chapter of the
◆ Walk MS: Cleveland is schedGeorge and I attended the same high
National MS Society.
uled for Saturday, April 10, at Cleveschool and roomed together in college.
One of our friends in high school was
land Browns Stadium. Sponsor a
For more information, contact
Jack who became a noted neurologist
walker or walk with sponsors’ supspecializing in the treatment of MS at Lindsay Fairchild at 216-503-4161. port.
the Cleveland Clinic – Elaine and George
◆The MS Walleye Fishing
were among his patients.
Tournament will be held June 9 at
Not long after Elaine was diagnosed, my friend, Dick, Midway Marina in Port Clinton.
told me about his wife and the problems she was having
◆ Bike MS: Pedal to the Point is scheduled for August
– so similar to Elaine’s that I recommended her doctor 14-15. Sponsor a biker or take this great ride from Middleto his wife. She too was diagnosed with MS. She became burg Heights to Sandusky with support of friends.
crippled as the disease progressed. Later a young lady,
◆ If you like to run, you can turn any event you
who I worked with, told me of her mother and her aunt enter into Run MS by using it to get sponsors for your
who were both crippled with MS.
run (always makes those miles go faster.)
Thank you very much for your support.
Also along the way, a friend of my sister’s, the sister of
a salesman who called on me, a young lady at church and Mel Maurer lives in Westlake.

M

National MS Society
Spirit Night

Protect your identity and the
environment at Shredding Day

Heroes

continued from front page

Their mission was to free male pilots for
combat assignments. These were brave ladies,
every day facing danger, even death. Thirty-eight
WASP members lost their lives while serving our
country. And most of us know nothing at all about
their service.
Shutsy did much to help the WASP in the
accomplishment of their mission. She was a
dashing figure and an inspiration to her sisters,
as they were to her.
It seems that the Greek goddess of war and
wisdom, Athena, was smiling on them. They
were aggressive, independent, and every one a
leader.
Tragically, the WASP were not officially given
military and veteran status until 1977. And, belatedly, they were all awarded the American Campaign Medal and the World War II Victory Medal.
This is a sad bit of history indeed as we consider
their patriotism, service, honor, integrity, and
sacrifice.
Army Air Force Gen. Henry “Hap” Arnold
said this to them on December 7, 1944: “You and
your sisters have shown you can fly wingtip to
wingtip with your brothers. I salute you. We of
the Army Air Force are proud of you. We will never
forget our debt to you.”
On March 10, 2010, Florence Shutsy-Reynolds went to Washington, D.C., where she was
given the Congressional Gold Medal for her valiant service with the WASP during WWII.
Shutsy began her love affair with flying when
she was a child. She earned her flying license at
an early age and proved herself to be a top pilot.
She has always been a leader.
For many years Florence Shutsy-Reynolds
has had ties with our community. Not only does
her sister Eleanor live in Bay but Shutsy herself
has been active at the Bay Village Library and
at other local organizations and schools, promoting women in aviation. She talks about the
WASP; Jacqueline Cochran, its founder; Amelia
Earhart; and others who have led women into
the heavens.
Shutsy is an unforgettable lady of the skies. In
many ways she is like Athena. She is a remarkable
person, a warrior and a hero. And she deserves
our love and gratitude.
As we meet these older citizens, these courageous fighters of our biggest war, we must never
forget what they have done for us. Men and
women, yes; gallant men and gallant women. And
we ought to love them and grant them honor.
If you meet one of these heroes today give
him or her a hug and thank them.
Joe Psarto lives in Westlake.

by Shawn Salamone

will provide quick, confidential destruction and recycling
of up to five boxes or bags of old paper per household.
The mobile shredder will be set up across from Lake
ispose of old financial statements, tax forms, bills,
medical records and other clean paper without Erie Nature & Science Center in the Wolf Picnic area parkworrying about identity theft or the effect of ing lot from 9 a.m. to noon. For a complete list of items
dumping paper into the environment. Lake Erie Nature & that can and can’t be shredded, visit www.lensc.org (click
Science Center is teaming up with the Shredding Network on Featured Events) or pick up a flyer at the Center during
again to bring a powerful mobile shredding truck back to regular hours.
Bay Village on Saturday, April 1. The high-tech equipment
The shredding service will be provided for a suggested donation of $5 per household and 100% of the proceeds will
go directly to the non-profit Lake
Erie Nature & Science Center. Last
year’s Shredding Day raised $1,000.
Shredding Network’s Dana Mueller
estimates that by recycling more
than 9 tons of paper at the Center’s
first two Shredding Days in 2008
and 2009, the community saved
more than 150 trees and 27 cubic
yards of landfill.
The non-profit Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center provides
wildlife exhibits and rehabilitation,
as well as planetarium and nature
education programs. Shredding
Network, based in Wickliffe, Ohio,
shreds and recycles 2,000 tons of
paper per month.
Shawn Salamone is the CommuShredding Network mobile unit at work during Lake Erie Nature &
nity Relations Coordinator at Lake
Science Center’s 2008 Shredding Day.
Erie Nature & Science Center.
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Greater Eye Care
Expertise and
Convenience.

Welcoming Cleveland Clinic Ophthalmologists to Lakewood Hospital.

With the addition of physicians from Lakeland Eye, you have convenient access to the best eye care. Located
adjacent to Lakewood Hospital, Cleveland Clinic ophthalmologists offer a complete range of services,
including treatment for the most complex conditions. For patients with diabetes, they work closely with the
Lakewood Hospital Diabetes and Endocrine Center to provide the most specialized care.

Offering Same-Day Appointments.
To make an appointment or referral,
please call 216.529.5320.
Lakewood Hospital Professional Building
14601 Detroit Avenue, Suite 550
Lakewood, OH 44107

Cleveland Clinic Ophthalmologists Now
at Lakewood Hospital:
(l to r) Richard Wyszynski, M.D., John Costin, M.D.,
Ryan Deasy, M.D., Wynne Morley, M.D.,
Matthew Ohr, M.D.
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Westlake facilities continued from front page
• Patching immediate problems
would cost an additional $9 million
per year for the next 5 years, or 20% of
the annual school operating budget. A
stopgap plan to patch only the worst
emergencies would cost $3 million per
year and would take critical dollars away
from education, while not even addressing the core problems. The conditions
affect educational excellence, and problems and costs will only compound if
the district does temporary patches or
nothing at all.
The solution is well reasoned, vetted
and recommended. To address the problem, the district launched a comprehensive, data-driven, 26-month planning
process engaging Westlake citizens and
professional facilities experts.
The result was an in-depth needs
analysis and a phased, cost-effective plan
to address facility needs. While numerous alternatives were considered, the
20/20 Citizens Committee, the experts
and the district all agreed that these
problems must be addressed now.
All of the engaged parties agreed
that:
• Problems and costs will compound dramatically if the district tries
to avoid the problem, do too little or fail
to start now.
• Continuing to simply “patch” the
schools won’t address pressing needs
and will cost far more than doing the
job right.
• The plan is efficient, effective and
educationally sound.
• The most cost-effective way to

deal with these problems is to start now,
especially given today’s lower construction and financing costs.
The Plan to Protect Our Schools and
Taxpayers does the following:
• Makes the essential repairs and
upgrades to declining building systems;
• Renovates and adds space at Lee
Burneson Middle School for an intermediate school for grades 5-6;
• Builds a new middle school for
grades 7-8 near the existing one; and
• Rebuilds an extensive portion of
Westlake High School while preserving
the additions made in 2005.
The 3.4-mill bond issue will fund the
first phase of improvements and will cost
$8.68 per month per $100,000 of property value. The bond will raise sufficient
funds to bring Westlake school buildings
up to code and provide a learning environment to keep the schools excellent
and the Westlake community top-rated
in the 21st century.
This incremental plan solves the
problem once and for all, saves hundreds of thousands in operating costs
annually, and is fiscally responsible. It
is not a Cadillac solution – more like a
solid Chevy.
The plan provides a responsible
approach to fix an urgent problem that
will grow to unmanageable levels without action now. This amount of millage
for this issue allows Westlake to retain its
position of being in the bottom 25% of
school taxes in the county.
Kim Bonvissuto is the Communications
Coordinator for Westlake City Schools.

Government students pen
winning essays

L

ast semester,
Elizabeth Noren’s
Westlake High
School government
students wrote essays
pertaining to some
aspect of the Declaration of Independence
or the Constitution.
Students had the
option of submitting the essays to the
George S. and Stella WHS seniors Katie Mitterholzer, Brenna Goodwin
M. Knight Essay Con- and Julie Wang wrote winning essays in the
test promoted by the George S. and Stella M. Knight Essay Contest.
National Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution and the Western Reserve Historical Society.
Turns out three of those essays captured the top three prizes and one will go
on to the state level competition.
Senior Brenna Goodwin won first place and a $100 cash prize for her essay,
“Separation of Church and State.” Her essay was entered into the state contest.
Senior Katie Mitterholzer won second place and a $50 prize for her essay “The
Democratic formation of the Constitution.”
Senior Julie Wang won third place and $25 for her essay “The President and
the Sun King.” The three will attend a luncheon put on by the Knight Essay Contest
in April to receive their awards.

Bassett students awarded for reading

league of women voters

Westlake school levy to be discussed
at League meeting
by Joan Hirsh

O

n Tuesday, March 16, 2010, the
Westlake/North Olmsted Chapter of the League of Women
Voters Cuyahoga Area will hold an informational meeting for the public on the
Westlake City Schools proposed bond
issue and the North Olmsted Schools
proposed tax levy.
It is set for 10:00 a.m. to noon at
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333
Center Ridge Road in Westlake. These
tax issues will appear on each city’s May
4 primary election ballot. The public is
encouraged to attend.
The Westlake City Schools’ proposal is an $84 million bond issue for
constructing, renovating buildings and
facilities, with information provided by

“We take
the worry
out of
being
away”

Cathy Axcell, President, Westlake Council
of PTAs or Dr. Daniel Keenan Jr., Superintendent.
The North Olmsted City Schools
proposed tax levy for operating expenses
will be explained by Robert Matson, Treasurer, North Olmsted City Schools and
Dr. Cheryl Dubsky, Superintendent.
After discussion, the audience will
be invited to ask questions.
This informational public meeting
is sponsored by the League of Women
Voters Cuyahoga Area Education Fund,
Inc. Deadline to register for the May 4
primary election is April 5. For more
information, visit the League website at
http://www.LWVCuyahogaArea.org.
Joan Hirsh lives in Bay Village and is a
member of the League of Women Voters
Cuyahoga Area.

HOT DIGGITY
DOG, INC.

Bassett Elementary Project LINK students who participated in the Read to
Achieve program.

S

tudents attending Bassett Elementary School’s after-school program, Project
LINK, recently received prizes for completing the Cleveland Cavaliers Read
to Achieve program last fall.
Under the direction of Kelly Pyros, all students enrolled in the Bassett LINK
program were given reading logs to chart their reading times. Each day for 30 days
students had a Reading Time Out where they read alone or with a neighbor, or they
listened to a story read by an older student or LINK teacher. Before and after reading sessions, students joined in a huddle to celebrate their victories in reading.
More than 30 students logged the required reading hours for prizes, including a Cavs’ T-shirt and bag. All students who participated were treated by the
LINK staff to popcorn and a movie based on a children’s book.

PERSONAL TRAINING AT ITS BEST

PROFESSIONAL PET CARE SERVICES

Personal In-Home Pet Care
For All Domesticated Animals
Busy Work Schedule?
Working Early
Working Late
Working Out-Of Town

Busy Personal Schedule?
Special Evening/Event
Out-Of Town Weekend
Vacation/Holidays

In-home visits tailored to your pets special needs:

• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other special requests
• All in the familiar surroundings of your home
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
NANCY BROWN AT
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Tom Roso, IFPA Certified
216-375-8946

Adrienne Costanzo, AFAA Certified
216-375-8946 • 440-655-5025
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Bay Relay for Life put on by Students raise $25,000+ for Cleveland
Food Bank with Hoops for Hunger
American Cancer Society
by Rachel Stone

by Karen Derby

F

or the past two years, I have had the opportunity to get a first hand
look at how a big event, like the Bay Village Relay for Life, is pulled
off. Relay for Life is an annual event put on by the American Cancer
Society to raise money for cancer patients.
My eighth grade year I got involved as a team member, then team
captain, and eventually my junior and senior years I have been on the
Relay Committee.
The Relay Committee works hard for many months to plan the
event. Besides simply planning the logistics, the Relay Committee
encouraged promotion of the event. Also, the Relay encourages Team
Captains to sign up and build their teams.
Being a Relay for Life team captain has given me the opportunity
to truly make a difference first hand. Being a team captain includes
organizing meetings with your team and fundraising before the event,
along with planning an on-site fundraiser.
It is work but it is definitely rewarding. This opportunity allows you
to work with other community members who feel just as passionate
about ending cancer.
The Bay Village Relay for Life will take place this year on May 28-29.
It will be at the Bay High School track. This year the Relay Committee is
incorporating new ideas to the event, including a Taste of the West Side
event at Relay, a Bark for Life pre-event, and a more innovative survivor
dinner.
Be sure to check out this year’s Relay for Life! For more information,
feel free to contact me at rachiejane700@sbcgloal.net. Consider becoming a Team Captain! It’s going to be a great event.
Rachel Stone is a student at Bay Village High School

B

ay Village and Rocky River students
joined forces to collect more than
$25,000 and thousands of food items
for the Cleveland Food Bank.
Bay High students sold t-shirts, with
profits going to the cause, and they made sure
there would be a “sea of blue” at the Hoops
for Hunger event corresponding with the Bay
High vs. Rocky River High basketball game
on Friday, February 19. The game and event
were televised by SportsTime Ohio, a cable
television station whose president is Bay High
alumnus Jim Liberatore.

Bay Middle School students planned a
day where they could wear silly hats to school
(for a price), and sold chances to throw a pie
at a teacher. Both schools pushed hard for a
high level of food and dollar collections that
would make sure an administrator from each
high school and middle school would have to
live up to their promise of having their heads
shaved if the combined unit total (dollars and
food items) added up to 20,000 units.
The schools exceeded that goal, presenting a $25,000 check and thousands of food
items to the Cleveland Food Bank.
Karen Derby is the Public Information Officer
for the Bay Village City School District.

BAY VILLAGE schools..

Bay High’s Nikki Craft wins third
state diving championship
by Karen Derby

B

ay High senior Nikki
Craft ended her high
school diving career
with a third Division II
state title at the Ohio High
School Diving Championships on Thursday, February 25, at Canton’s C. T.
Natatorium.
Nikki scored a total
449.90 points. Secondplace Natalie Ritter of
Gahanna Columbus Academy earned 414.30 points,
and Sarah Pyles of Cincinnati Hills Christian came in
third at 385.35.
Winning the Division
II championship in both Bay High’s Nikki Craft is Division II
2008 and 2009, Nikki also state diving champ.
holds the state record of
509.75 points. She finished third place at state as a freshman.
When high school diving season ends, Nikki participates in the
national USA and UUA diving training and competition program. She
will attend Miami University (Ohio) next year.

Are you or someone you know

FACING FORECLOSURE?

Left-to-right: Bay Middle School principal Sean McAndrews, Rocky River athletic
director Jeff Schultz, Rocky River Middle School principal Samuel Gifford and Bay
athletic director Mark Smithberger agreed to have their heads shaved if students met
their goals for Cleveland Food Bank.

community house

continued from front page

As part of the 2010 celebration commemorating the 200th Anniversary of Bay Village, the
Historical Society will be restoring the cupola during the summer. Proceeds from the sale of
the watercolor print will be used to fund the restoration.
Carol Roske, president of the Bay Village Historical Society, said, in addition to being
restored to its original glory, the cupola will be illuminated with state-of-the-art fiber optic
lighting, which will be visible to passersby on Lake Road.
The signed limited edition prints will be available only until 10-10-10, and are a marvelous
keepsake of Bay Village. For additional information call Carole Roske at 440-871-4797.
Cut and return for ordering
Signed Limited Edition Print “Community House” by Thomas William Jones: $85.00
(Prints use the giclée process on archival paper - 12 separate ink colors.
Image size: 12 1/2” x 16 1/2”. Total overall size: 18” x 22”. Packaged on foam board in
clear bag.) We will ship out of Bay Village at an additional cost.
Name _____________________________________________________ No. of prints_______
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City _____________________State/Zip _______________Phone (_____)________________
 I will pick up my print(s). Please call me when available.
Please make checks payable to: Bay Village Historical Society. Send order form to:
The Bay Village Historical Society, P. O. Box 40187, Bay Village, OH 44140

Knickerbocker Apartments
is pleased to announce the age limit
for residency has been lowered to 55.
Immediate occupancy is available for those looking
for an affordable, worry-free place to call home!
Call 440-871-3234
Weekdays 8 a.m to 4 p.m. for more information.

Knickerbocker Apartments
27100 Knickerbocker Road
Bay Village, Ohio 44140

land.org

Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

9 MAR 10 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER 5

Peggy Cleary announces candidacy
for State Representative

History course begins March 15 at Bay Library

by Jane Reilly

ould you like to sharpen your mind,
join in a good discussion and have
fun doing it? Case Western Reserve
University’s Office of Continuing Education
is sponsoring a course called “Springboard
to History” at the Bay Village Library. The
eight-week class will be held Mondays at 10
a.m. beginning March 15.
This promises to be a provocative, historic overview of mankind which will start
at the beginning and finish with today, journeying from the Stone Age to Bill Gates. The
text used for the class is “The Human Story,”

F

airview Park Councilwoman
Peggy Cleary announced her
candidacy for the Ohio State
Representative 16th District – an area
representing Bay Village, Fairview
Park, North Olmsted, Rocky River
and Westlake.
Cleary, 54, is a life-long resident
of Lakewood and Fairview Park. She
has served on the Fairview Park City
Council since 2005, where she is a
member of all three standing city
council committees, and currently
serves as the Chair of the Finance
Committee, responsible for the oversight of a $23 million dollar municipal budget.
She has sponsored and supported
legislation that reduced city expenses;
supported focused economic development; and facilitated municipal collaboration and consolidation within
the West Shore District.
“Ohio needs experienced and
strong leaders who understand of the
needs of the district and state. As a
state representative, Cleary will work
to ensure that families have access to
affordable college education without
compromising their ability to plan
and save for their own retirement;
support regional economic development; and make certain that health

by Shirley Dodge

by J. C. Davis. The teacher/leader will be
Dick Michel.
The fee for the course is $60. Advance
registration is recommended; walk-ins may
sign up as space allows. Class size is limited
to 15 to allow for discussion.
Courses are offered across the Greater
Cleveland area, and I have attended every
one in Bay Village for several years. We are
a fun group and hope you will join us. We
often go to lunch after class which makes for
a nice morning and early afternoon.
For more information or to sign up, call
Marianne at (440) 808-0076.
Shirley Dodge lives in Bay Village.

W

and human services are delivered in
the most efficient and cost effective
manner.
One of seven children, Cleary is
a graduate of Kent State University
and a Licensed Social Worker. She
has over 28 years experience counseling children and their families
in public schools and communitybased agencies.
Cleary serves as the Fairview
Park City Council appointee to the
Community Reinvestment Area
Housing Council, Fairview Park
Community Council, West Shore Fire
District Study and the Fairview Park
Tax Review Committee.
She also has a long history of
community and civic involvement
and serves as Secretary of the Northeast Ohio City Council Association
(NOCCA); Fairview Park Summer
Fest Committee; Fairview Park Centennial Committee and is a former
Board Member for the HELP Foundation, a local non-profit agency
serving individuals with developmental disabilities
For additional information,
please contact Jane Reilly, Media
Coordinator, at 216-533-9367 or
janeobrienreilly@yahoo.com.
Jane Reilly is the Media Coordinator
for Peggy Cleary’s campaign for Ohio
House District 16.

Genealogical researcher Robert Jerin
to speak March 17
by Jayne Broestl

S

t. Patrick’s Day isn’t just for the Irish!
On Wednesday, March 17, from
7-8:45 p.m., those of Central and Eastern European descent will have an opportunity to learn more about their cultural roots
and heritage. Robert Jerin, of the Croatian
Heritage Museum, will speak at the March
meeting of the Cuyahoga West Chapter of
the Ohio Genealogical Society, at Westlake
Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge
Road.
Mr. Jerin is widely recognized as an
accomplished genealogical researcher, lecturer and author of the handbook entitled,
“Searching for Your Croatian Roots (7th
edition).” Since 2005, he has led cultural
heritage and history tours to Croatia and
conducted genealogical workshops there
and in the U.S. While Robert’s main ties are
to Croatia, he is also familiar with genealogical research strategies, for other Central
and Eastern European locales.

You can write for the Observer!

It’s easy:
1. Sign up in the Member Center at wbvobserver.com/members.
2. Submit your stories & photos.
3. See your content in print and on the web!
Join over 150 local volunteers that inform and enrich our community.
Questions? Send us an email at staff@wbvobserver.com

Robert Jerin (right) is the featured
speaker at the March 17 meeting of the
Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio
Genealogical Society.
The public is invited, at no charge.
Come early for refreshments and social time
from 6:30-7 p.m. For additional information,
call 440-899-9201 or visit Cuyahoga West
Chapter’s website at http://www.rootsweb.
ancestry.com/~ohcwogs.
Jayne Broestl is the Publicity Chair for the
Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society.

Normandy second-graders make friends at the Knickerbocker

E

very Tuesday, a group of second-graders from Bay’s
Normandy School, along with teacher Nicole Barrick,
visit the West Shore Senior Center at the Knickerbocker
Apartments for an afternoon of interaction with senior citizens. The activities include crafts, singing and game playing.
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Getting ready for a game of Scrabble are (left-to-right) Evan
Arko, Colton Missler, teacher Nicole Barrick and Esther Nash.
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An afternoon of games at the Knickerbocker. Pictured: 1. Gavin Duwe, 2. Rebecca Thomas, 3. Evan Arko, 4. Colton
Missler, 5. Barbara Stepp, 6. Virginia Zuk, 7. Phyllis Schroth, 8. Thelma Weishner, 9. Esther Nash, 10. Courtney Dixon,
11. Haley Andrejcak, 12. Isabel Juhasz, 13. Olivia Chierici, 14. Jane Finley, 15. Lia MacAskill, and 16. Mary Varadi.

DO YOU HAVE A STORY FOR THE OBSERVER? Here are some guidelines to keep in mind when writing for the Observer:

Trouble players (left-to-right) Phyllis Schroth, Gavin Duwe,
Virginia Zuk, and Rebecca Thomas.
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• Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest in Westlake or Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
• Aim for 300-500 words. More or less is fine, depending on the story. Submit high quality photos if you wish.
• Be respectful of others. Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure accuracy.
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
• Know you’ll be edited. Disclose any affiliation with the subject of your article.
• Don’t write stories solely to promote your business – that’s what ads are for.

More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com
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Westlake Rec has your cure
for cabin fever

westlake porter public library

Library’s calendar of events
by Elaine Willis

by Chris Haldi

Thursday, March 11 (7 p.m.) NON-FICTION BOOK DISCUS-

C

an you believe that spring
is only two weeks away
or can it not get here fast
enough? Well the Westlake Recreation Center has programs to
keep you busy and your mind
off the winter weather. Venture on up to the Rec Center or
check us out online to see the
programs that we have to offer.
Here are some programs and
events that will start up here in
the near future. Don’t miss out
on the fun. Sign up before they
start.
Give yourself a break and
get a chance to work out and
not have to worry about find- Families enjoy time outside during the Winter Carnival.
ing a sitter for the kids. We can
help you out. Every Monday, Wednesday and Westlake Recreation Center or by visiting our
Friday starting the week of March 15 at 10 a.m., website at www.wrlec.org. For more informaMom and Munchkin will allow moms to bring tion please call Patti Hageman at 440-808their child to the Rec Center and work out. An 5700, ext. 3428.
instructor will teach an exercise class while
Do you like using watercolors to create
your child is being looked after in the gym.
nice artwork or would you like to learn how?
Sign up for Junior Hapkido for kids ages Learn new techniques even if you are a begin5-13. This fun martial arts program starts ner or advanced watercolor artist. Watercolor
March 15. Not only will your child learn the for Adults will help artists develop their paintmartial arts portion, this class will help with ings into beautiful pieces of art work. Classes
concentration, self-discipline and focus.
start March 15.
Yoga for Kids is an enjoyable way for the
Here’s a class that will help improve your
kids to have the chance to learn various yoga swing or practice for when the weather warms
poses. This fun class will also teach the kids up. Indoor Golf Lessons will start March 16
how to use their energy and how to focus on with an instructor working with you and your
their breathing. Classes start March 15.
swing. This class will cover all shots you would
Westlake Recreation is hosting a March need to know for on the golf course. Sign up for
Madness Basketball Tournament. Boys will this class and to help lower your golf score.
play on Saturday, March 20, and girls will
More information regarding programs
play on Tuesday, March 23. Times will be and events, please call the Westlake Recreation
announced after signup. The double-elimi- Center at 440-808-5700 or go to our website at
nation tournament will have grade divisions www.cityofwestlake.org/recreation.
of grades 3/4, grades 5/6 and grades 7/8. Chris Haldi works for the City of Westlake RecRegistration packets may be picked up at the reation Department.

SION – The March selection is “Blue Zone: Lessons for Living Longest from the People Who’ve Lived the Longest” by Dan Buettner.

Saturday, March 13 (2-3 p.m.) and Saturday, March 20 (2-3
p.m.) LEGO CLUB – Bring your ideas and imagination to our club!
Ages 6-13. Please register one week prior to each session.

Saturday, March 13 (2-3 p.m.) TEENS TALK BOOKS – Can’t

stop raving about the last book you read? Were you disappointed
in your favorite author’s latest work? Let’s talk about it! Join us for
an evening of books, conversation and refreshments. For ages 12
to 18. Registration begins March 6.

Sunday, March 14 (2 p.m.) SUNDAY SOUNDS – Join the Friends
of the Library for a program featuring the Westlake High School
jazz band under the direction of Raymond Walczuk.

Tuesday, March 16 (7-8:30 p.m.) MAD4MANGA – Are you mad
for manga? Then take heart because the M4M Club meets the third
Tuesday of every month! M4M is everything manga! We talk about
manga, create manga art, discuss & watch anime films, and more!
For teens in grades 6-12.

Saturday, March 20 (10:45 a.m.) WEST SIDE WRITERS
Tuesday, March 23 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) TEEN CRAFT - BUTT
PILLOWS– Transform your old jeans into a stylish, yet comfy, pillow!
You supply the old pair of jeans, we’ll supply the rest. For ages 12-18.
Registration begins March 16.

Wednesday, March 24 (2 p.m.) AFTERNOON BOOK DISCUSSION – The March selection is “Rainwater” by Sandra Brown.

Wednesday, March 24 (7-8 p.m.) PAWSITIVE READERS – That

super canine listener, Baby, returns to listen to your stories! For
kids in grades 1-4. Please call Youth Services for one of five time
slots.

Friday, March 26 (10 a.m. - 12 p.m.) PORTER’S FIBER FANATICS – Socialize, share, and solve problems with fellow needle
artists while you work on your current project.

Monday, March 29 (1-7 p.m.) AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE
To register for any of the programs, please call (440) 871-2600
or visit http://signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

Restoring energy rates a vital action by PUCO
by Nan Baker

H

ere in Cuyahoga County, many
residents of the 16th House District have been affected by the
recent energy rate change for all-electric
homes by FirstEnergy Corp. I have received
countless phone calls, emails and letters
about this issue, and I would like to take
this opportunity to discuss the issue and
the steps that have been taken to mitigate
the problem.
For the past 30 years, customers who
owned all-electric homes were offered significant discounts on their energy bills.
The discount was first implemented when
FirstEnergy sought to lower the cost of
electricity during the energy crisis of the
1970s.
These rates began to change when
FirstEnergy decided to eliminate the
discounted rate for new customers starting in 2007, and customers who already
received the discount had their rates
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“grandfathered,” provided that they stay
at the same residence.
However, in a separate ruling, the
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
(PUCO) approved FirstEnergy’s request to
increase all-electric rates starting in January 2009. Due to this rate increase, those
customers who had previously enjoyed
the discount were slapped with massive
rate increases as they switched over to
the standard rate. This winter, more than
100,000 customers suffered rate increases
of 60 to 100 percent, which translates to an
additional $300 to $900.
Because of the overwhelming
response from customers who have seen
their energy bills skyrocket, FirstEnergy
proposed an eight-year phase-out of the
all-electric discount, while temporarily
offering additional discounts during the
winter months. The PUCO will need to
approve the new phase-out plan before it
can take effect.
Here in the Legislature, we took steps to

address this growing concern. Republican
senators Tom Patton and Timothy Grendell
recently held a town hall meeting to discuss
the issue with individuals with all-electric
homes and to find a fair solution. Additionally, Senator Grendell filed a class-action
lawsuit to restore the energy discount on
behalf of all-electric households.
On March 3, the PUCO finally directed
FirstEnergy to file tariffs that will return
the customers’ charges to those that
were in effect as of December 31, 2008.
The PUCO also will investigate and file
a report within 90 days that outlines the
appropriate long-term rates that should
be provided to FirstEnergy’s all-electric
residential customers.
It is important that legislators, state
agencies and corporations alike keep their
promises to the people of this great state.
With unemployment still in the double
digits, the last thing families need is skyrocketing electric bills and unexpected
expenses. I applaud this decision by PUCO

Will
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Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

Kim Mahall
Attorney At Law

440-554-1872

to restore the old energy rates and protect
the citizens of Northeast Ohio. As your
state representative, I will do my best to
keep you updated about this issue and
fight for your interests in the Statehouse.
If you have any further questions
about the FirstEnergy rate increases, I
encourage you to contact my office at 614466-0961. You may also write to me at Representative Nan Baker, 77 S. High Street,
10th Floor Columbus, Ohio 43215 or email
me at District16@ohr.state.oh.us.
Nan Baker is the State Representative
for Ohio’s 16th District and lives in
Westlake.

Tree &
Landscape
Services LLC
• Winter Pruning Specials
• Spring Clean-ups
• Lawn Maintenance
• Large Tree Pruning
• Tree Removal

216-526-3954

9 MAR 10 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER 7

BAY VILLAGE library..

Show Your Colors art show winners
by Liza Kahoe

B

ay Village Branch Library’s
7th and 8th grade Show Your
Colors juried art show, officially
opened with a public reception on
March 6th at 3 p.m. This year the show
was judged by three Cuyahoga County
area residents who are very active in
the art community. Jim McNamara,
Art Protector for the Cleveland Art
Museum, Brian Jones, owner of Brian
Jones Gallery in Little Italy, and Joleen
Arthur, watercolor artist and teacher
at Bethany Lutheran School, all donated their time to judge the student’s
art. Parents, teachers and students Art show winners, (top, l-r), Kendal Castele, Erin Castele,
mingled with the student artists and Lauren Uram, Matt Dortenzo; (bottom, l-r), Aubrey
Theobald, Elizabeth Auckley, Katie Foley, Colleen Kowalski
judges during the reception.
This annual art show is sponsored
by The Friends of the Bay Village Branch Library. library while the paintings and sculptures are
The Friends donated cash prizes that were dis- in place; the staff are certainly appreciating the
tributed on Saturday during the awards ceremo- bright colors, creative themes and intriguing use
ny. The student art will be displayed throughout of materials and enjoying the creativity and vision
the month of March. We hope you can visit the of many talented students.

Bay Library programs
ADULT DEPARTMENT
Saturday, March 13 (2 p.m.) BIT O’ THE IRISH – Join us as the Irish Band “Turn the Corner” celebrates St. Patrick’s Day with Celtic Music.
TEEN DEPARTMENT
Thursday, March 11 (3:30 p.m.) SPEAK UP ABOUT BOOKS – Do you have something to say about
a book you read and liked? Record podcasts of your favorite books that will be posted on our website for others looking for a good read. We’ll help you create and record your review. Don’t forget
the signed permission form so you can participate. Ages 11-18.
Wednesday, March 10 (3:30-5 p.m.) G2P: ROCK BAND – Unite your virtual band and play Rock
Band on Wii and PS2.
Thursday, March 18 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) TEEN CRAFT CLUB – Make something fun and useful after
school on Thursdays, March 18, April 15, and May 6. Crafts include bottle cap necklaces, button
making, and more.
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Tuesday March 16 (4:15 p.m.) G2P PLAY DAY – Have fun playing video games such as Eye Toy Play
2, Katamari Damacy and Wii Music.
Thursday, March 18 (7 p.m.) GIRL TIME – A special evening for girls with an adult female friend,
we will discuss a good book, share a snack and try a fun project.
Tuesday, March 23 (7 p.m.) FAMILIES READING TOGETHER – Let’s discuss “No Talking,” do
something fun and enjoy a treat.
Wednesday, March 24(4 p.m.) ‘THE MONKEY AND THE CROCODILE’ – Can a crocodile and a
monkey really be friends? Enjoy swimming in the Ganges River, chomping crocodile jaws and
greeting each other in Hindi in this tale that explores themes of friendship, honesty and cleverness.
Presented by World of Difference.
Thursdays, March 25 (7 p.m.) IT’S A GIRL’S WORLD – Girls are invited to bring an adult female
friend for some fun. We will discuss a good book, share a snack and try a related project.
Please register for these programs by calling 871-6392, stopping in, or going online to cuyahogalibrary.org.

One senior’s opinion: Let your voice be heard
by Dianne Borowski

A

quiet revolution is taking place in several
suburbs surrounding Cleveland. Residents
are being encouraged to put pen to paper,
fingertips to keyboard to let their individual and
collective voices be heard. The vehicle which is
responsible for promoting community-written
newspapers is called the Observer. Residents in
Lakewood, Parma, University/Cleveland Heights
and Collinwood are publishing their papers under
the Observer name.
Resident-written newspapers have been in
existence since our country’s beginning. Small
towns still publish newspapers written by local
journalists and reporters, however, those living
near cities such as Cleveland must rely on daily
papers for the written news.
We are being given a unique opportunity to
report local news, share thoughts and opinions,
and voice that pride we so often feel as residents
of Westlake and Bay Village. As the trend toward

8

regional government gains ground, I believe it is
important to preserve the connectedness and vitality shared by those who live, work and are being
educated in our community.
I enjoy sharing my experiences by writing for
the Observer and would like to see more people
share theirs. We are fortunate to be able to express
our opinions freely on the pages of the Observer.
It is refreshing to read a newspaper which focuses
on the positive. Of course, there will be dissenting
opinions and that’s fine, but it is pleasant not to see
a list of crime-related stories making headlines.
I’m asking readers to support the Observer as
a means of strengthening community bonds and
sharing pride in our accomplishments. Perhaps,
someday, the silent revolution will extend as far
as our nation’s capital, letting our elected officials
know that our country is a composite of local communities who respect and support one another and
who work tirelessly for the common good. Write for
the Observer and let your voice be heard.
Dianne Borowski lives in Bay Village.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
View more events and post your own on the Observer homepage
at www.wbvobserver.com.
March 10, 1-3:30 p.m.
Ohio Redistricting Forum
In partnership with the League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund’s Impact
Project, the Levin College Forum at Cleveland State University presents “Redistricting 2011: It Starts Now,” a discussion of how electoral district lines will be drawn and
who gets to represent the public.
The forum will be moderated by Westlake resident Janice B. Patterson of the League
of Women Voters.
It is free and open to the public. Registration is requested at www.urban.csuohio.
edu/forum or call 216 523-7330.
Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs, Glickman Miller Hall, Roberta
Steinbacher Atrium, 1717 Euclid Ave., Cleveland
March 12, 12:30-4:30 p.m.
American Red Cross Blood Drive
Donate blood - register online at www.RedCrossBlood.org.
Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve, 2116 Dover Center Rd., Westlake
For more information, call The Lutheran Home at 440-871-0090 or visit http://www.
redcrossblood.org.
March 12, 7-9 p.m.
BAYarts Annual Juried Show Gallery Opening
“I Am There” is the theme and all mediums are eligible. Check out the winners. Show
runs through April 3.
BAYarts , 28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village
For more information, visit http://www.bayarts.net.
March 13, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA) Cleveland West Chapter Meeting
If you don’t hear well, you can get help in learning to live with hearing loss. Our local
Chapter of the Hearing Loss Association of America (previously known as SHHH) was
organized to provide outreach and support to those who do not hear well. We are
a non-profit group that believes hard of hearing people can help one another, be
helped, and participate successfully in society.
Our primary purpose is to educate ourselves and those around us about the causes,
nature, and complications of hearing loss and what we can do for ourselves and to
cope with that loss.
Westlake Porter Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
For more information, call Colleen at 216-798-6924.
March 13, 6 p.m.
Annual Green and White Reverse Raffle
The Westlake Demons Club is hosting its eighth annual Green and White Reverse
Raffle to benefit the athletic programs of Westlake High School and Lee Burneson
Middle School, as well as to provide college scholarships to deserving senior athletes.
This feature of this year’s event is “Night at the Races.” The evening includes dinner
and beer/wine, a main board ticket for a $1000 prize, ten horse races, and games.
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Dinner is served at 6:30 and post time is 8:00. Tickets are $50
and must be purchased by March 1.
St. Demetrios Hall, 22909 Center Ridge Rd., Rocky River
Visit http://www.wlake.org/demonsclub to order tickets.
March 16, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Westlake School Levy Informational Meeting
See the story on page 4 of this issue.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
For more information, visit http://LWVCuyahogaArea.org.
March 16, 7-8:30 p.m.
Dialogue with the Doctor at The Gathering Place West
Join University Hospital oncologist Dr. Joe Gibbons for an informational discussion
on how to communicate with your doctor and healthcare team. Bring your questions about diagnosis, treatment, side effects and other cancer-related concerns. The
event is free but advance registration is required.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake
For more information, contact The Gathering Place at 216.595.9546 or info@
touchedbycancer.org or visit http://www.touchedbycancer.org.
March 17, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Ohio Genealogical Society, Cuyahoga West Chapter presents ‘Central and
East European Genealogical Research’ with Robert Jerin of the Croatian
Heritage Museum
See the story on page 6 of this issue.
Porter Room, Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
For more information, visit http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs.
March 18, 6-8 p.m.
National MS Society Spirit Night at Dave & Buster’s
10% of the proceeds (excluding alcohol) will be donated to the Ohio Buckeye
Chapter.
Dave & Buster’s, 25735 First St., Westlake
For more information, contact Lindsay Fairchild at 216-503-4161.
March 18-20, 7 p.m.
Bay High School presents ‘Grease’
Bay High School’s talented actors and vocalists will perform the classic musical
“Grease” March 18, 19, and 20 at 7 p.m. in the Bay High auditorium.
Reserve tickets are $8 and can be purchased the week of the show from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. in the Bay High office. General admission is $5 and available at the door. The
box office opens at 6 p.m. before each performance.
Bay High School Auditorium, 29230 Wolf Rd.
For ticket information, contact assistant director Sherry Magrey at (440) 617-7512 or
smagre@leeca.org.
March 20, 4-7 p.m.
Bay Village Boy Scout Troop 235 Spaghetti Dinner
Bay Village Boy Scout Troop 235 will hold its annual “All You Can Eat” Spaghetti Dinner at Bay Presbyterian Church. The dinner will again feature homemade spaghetti
sauce. Tickets are $7 for adults and $6 for seniors and children under 12. Tickets will
be available at the door.
Bay Presbyterian Church, 25415 Lake Rd., Bay Village
March 22, 7-9 p.m.
BAYarts Art of Life at Henry’s at the Barn
A selection of fine wines, Henry’s low-country southern cuisine and oyster bar to
benefit BAYarts art education programming. $40 per person.
Henry’s at the Barn, 36840 Detroit Rd., Avon
For reservations, call 440-871-6543.
March 24, 1:30-4:30 p.m.
Cancer and End-of-Life Care Teleconference
Hospice Foundation of America’s 2010 Teleconference will address care options related to cancer diagnoses as well as loss and grief reactions for patients, families and
professional caregivers. The teleconference will also examine psychosocial aspects
of cancer, pain management, and ethical issues related to the disease.
CEs are available for nurses, social workers, clergy, funeral directors, health educators
and more.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake
To register for this program contact, Susan Marinac at 216-595-9546 or email with
name and phone number to marinac@touchedbycancer.org.
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